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UTHENTIC hiſtory is of great utility; eſpecially, 
to the countries and people whoſe affairs it relates. It 
teaches human nature, politics and morals : forms the 
head and heart for uſefulneſs, and is an important part 


of the inſtruction and literature of ſtates and nations. 


While it inſtructs, it affords an exalted pleaſure. No 
man of genius and curioſity can read accounts of the ori- 
gin of nations, the diſcovery, ſettlement and progreſs of 
new countries, without a high degree of entertainment. 
But in the ſettlement of his own country, in the lives of 
his anceſtors, in their adventures, morals, juriſprudence 
and heroiſm he feels himſelf particularly intereſted. He 
at once becomes a party in their affairs, and travels and 
converſes with them, with a kind of filial delight. While 
he beholds them braving the horrors of the deſert, the 
terrors of the ſavage, the diſtreſſes of famine and war, he 
admires their courage, and is pleaſed with all their eſcapes 
from danger, and all their progreſs in ſettlement, popu- 
lation, opulence, literature and happineſs. While he 
contemplates their ſelf-denial and perſeverance in ſur- 


mounting all dangers and enduring all hardſhips to form 


new churches, and lay the foundations of new colonies 
and empires, and the immenſely happy conſequences of 
their conduct in turning the wilderneſs into gardens and 
fruitful fields, and in tranſmitting liberty and religion to 
poſterity, he is ſtruck with a pleaſing aſtoniſhment. The 
pious man views a divine hand conducting the whole, 


gives thanks, adores and loves. No hiſtory is better cal- 


culated to produce theſe happy effects, than that of New- 
England and Connecticut. 

| onklhgionPatne originally conſiſting of two colonies, re- 
plete with Indians, and connected as it was with the 
neighbouring colonies, affords much intereſting matter for 
hiſtory. An authentic and impartial account of the al- 
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fairs of the colony had long been an object of the wiſhes 
of the legiſlature, and of many gentlemen of principal 
character both in church and commonwealth. 

IN theſe views the writer, many years ſince, determined 
to attempt the compilation of the hiſtory which is pre- 
ſented to the public in the following ſheets. He wiſhed 
for the improvement which ſuch a work might afford him, 
and for the pleaſure of contributing his mite to the ſervice 
of the community in which he received his birth and ed- 
ucation, and has enjoyed ſuch diſtinguiſhed liberty and 
immunities. 

Ix purſuance of his defign, he collected all books and 
manuſcripts from which he could expect aſſiſtance. He 
read the records of Connecticut, New-Haven and the 
United Colonies; and extracted whatever he judged im- 
portant. He made a journey to Boſton, examined the col- 
lection of the Reverend Mr. Prince, and minuted every 
thing which he could find relative to Connecticut. To him, 
at the time he was about writing the Chronological Hiſ- 
tory of New-England, the ancient miniſters, and other 
principal gentlemen, in Connecticut, had tranſmitted ac- 
counts of the ſettlement of the towns and churches to 
which they reſpectively belonged. In this collection im- 


portant information was found which could have been 


obtained from no other fource. 'The author viſited moſt 
of the principal towns and places of burial, and obtained 
from records, monuments and men of intelligence, what- 


ever they could communicate on the ſubject. The min- 


iſters and clerks of the reſpeCtive towns, and other gen- 
tlemen of character, aſſiſted him in his reſearches. The 
honorable legiſlature having been made acquainted with 
his deſign, paſſed a generous reſolve which gave him ac- 
ceſs to their records and papers on tile. | 

H1s excellency Governor Trumbull, than whom no 
man had a more thorough acquaintance with the hiſto 
of the colony, employed his influence and friendſhip for 
his aſſiſtance, and furniſhed him with many important pa- 
pers. In a letter to him on the ſubject he expreſſes him- 
ſelf in this manner, « I wiſh you ſucceſs, and to afford 
« you all the aſſiſtance in my power. I imagine the ear- 
« leſt times of the colony will be attended with the moſt 
« difficulty, to collect the facts with ſufficient certainty. 
« Wherein the great excellency of a hiſtory conſiſts. 
« Such an one I have long deſired to ſee. It muſt be & 
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« work of time and indefatigable labor and induſtry, ſince 
« jt has been ſo long neglected, and the materials, man 
c of them, almoſt loft, and others ſcattered, and all need 
« ſo much care in colleQing, time in comparing, and 
tc judgment in compiling.” The truth of theſe obſerva- 
tions, the author hath fully experienced; how far he hath 
acted upon them muſt be determined by the public opinion. 
Tre honorable George Wyllys, Eſquire, late ſecretary 
of the State was ſecond to none in the aſſiſtance and en- 
couragement which he afforded. From theſe various 
ſources, the author, in 1774, found himſelf poſſeſſed of 
an ample and important collection; and determined to 
write the firſt volume of the hiſtory, as foon as might be 
with convenience. But before he had entered upon the 
work, the war commenced between Great Britain and her 
colonies and the univerſal attention was turned to a very 
different object. It was conceived to be dangerous for 
any of the public papers to be kept ſo near the ſea coaſt as 
the place of his reſidence. A great number of papers, 
therefore, which he had received from Governor 'Irum- 


bull, others which had been taken out of the oilice, at 


Hartford, were rcturned to their reſpective offices. 

Fok a number of years after the war, the ſtate of the 
country was altogether unfavorable for publications of 
this kind. It was nevertheleſs ſtill hoped that an oppor— 
tunity would preſent for the publication of ſuch a work 
to advant age, and the deſign of writing was not wholly 
given up. 

 HoweveR, before the writer had entered upon the 
work, he was invited, by a vote of the General Aſſociation 
of the ſtate, to compile a different hiſtory. Many objec- 
tions preſented themſelves to his mind againſt engaging 


in the work propoſed by that venerable body. But after 


theſe had been fully communicated, the ſolicitation was 
renewed. In conſequence of which, and the opinion and 
advice of ſome principal gentlemen of the legiſlature, he 
was induced to undertake the writing of a general hiſtory 
of the United States of America, from the firſt diſcovery 
of this northern continent until the year 1792, including 
three complete centuries. In making collections for this, 
and in the compilation of it, all the leiſure hours which 
he could poſſibly redeem, by carly riſing and an indefa- 
tigable attention to buſineſs, from the ſtated labors of his 
office, have been, for nearly ten years, employed. 


Ix the progreſs of this work it became neceſſary to 
have frequent recourſe to his former collections, which, 
by this time, had been in a manner forgotten. By this 
means the ideas of the ample materials which had been 
prepared, for the hiſtory of Connecticut, were revived in 
his mind. When he contemplated the pains and expenſe 
at which they had been collected, the countenance which 
he had received from the legiſlature, and the general ex- 
pectations which had been entertained with reſpect to a 
hiſtory of Connecticut, it appeared to him not very con- 
ſiſtent with that reſpectful and generous treatment which 
he owed more particularly to his own ſtate, to publiſh a 
large hiſtory of the United States, while he neglected 
theirs. It alſo appeared to be a duty, which he owed to 
himſelf and family, as well as the public, not to ſuffer all 
his former pains and expenſe, in his collections for the 
hiſtory of ConneCticut to be loſt. Upon a mature view 
of the caſe, and the advice of a number of his brethren in 
the miniſtry, he determined to ſuſpend the writing of the 
hiſtory of the United States, until he ſhould publiſh one 
volume, at leaſt, of the hiſtory of Connecticut. If this 
ſhould meet the public approbation, it might aſſiſt him in 


introducing a larger work, and render it more extenſively 


uſeful. If the hiſtory of Connecticut ſhould be unpop- 
ular, it would give him a profitable admonition, and pre- 
vent a greater misfortune, by a larger and more expen- 
five publication. 

ABouT the middle of December 1796, he began to 
look over and arrange his papers and to compile the fol- 
lowing hiſtory. Since that time he hath examined the 
papers on file in the ſecretary's office and taken out ſuch 
as were neceſſary, compoſed and copied off with his own 
hands the hiftory now publiſhed, beſides preaching twice 
on every Lord's day, lectures on proper occaſions, and 
attending the other duties of his oſſice. 

TRE death of that truly worthy gentleman, the hon- 
orable George Wyllys, the former ſecretary, conſiderably 
retarded the work, as more time has been employed in 
examining the files than otherwiſe would have been ne- 
ceſlary. | 

In compiling the hiſtory great pains have been taken 
to exhibit the ſtate of the country when the firſt ſettle- 
ments commenced, to preſent every important tranſaction 
in a candid and clear view, and to make ſuch an arrange» 
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ment of the whole, as that every preceding chapter might 
prepare the way for the next, and add perſpicuity to the 
ry. 

4 this is the firſt hiſtory of the colony, and as time 
effaces ancient records and papers, and eradicates from 
the mind of man the remembrance of former tranſact- 
ions, the compiler judged it expedient to make it more 
full and particular, than otherwiſe might have been ne- 
ceflary or proper. He imagined, that no perſon would, 
probably, hereafter have the ſame advantages which he 
has had, nor take the fame pains which he has taken, to 
examine the ancient records, hiſtories and manuſcripts of 
the country. He wiſhed to afſiſt future hiſtorians, and 
that nothing uſeful and important, reſpecting church or 
ſtate, might be loſt. As he has aimed at information and 
uſefulneſs, ke has avoided all circumlocutions, reaſonings 
and opmions of his own, and attempted to fill every page 
with hiſtory. The florid and pompous ſtyle has been 
avoided, as unnatural and improper in hiftoric writings, 
and the caſy and familiar has been attempted. The com- 
piler has judged his time too precious, and the field of 
uſefulneſs before him too extenſive, to buſy himſelf in 
rounding periods, and guarding againſt every little matter 
which might afford buſineſs for the critic. He has, how- 
ever, aimed at authenticity, propriety, and perſpicuity. 
He has wiſhed to avoid the dull and dry manner, and to 
write with a becoming deference to the public. 

THE account which has been given of the ſources 
whence the compiler has obtained his information, the 
quotations in the body of the work, the references made 
in the marginal notes to authors, records and manuſcripts, 


with the appendix, it is imagined, will be abundantly ſuf- 


ficient to authenticate what has been written. Indeed 
very little has been taken upon tradition. | 

Hap the hiſtory been written more leiſurely and with 
fewer avocations it might have been more perfect; but, 
as it was deſired to make as ſhort a pauſe as poſſible in 
writing the hiſtory of the United States, it was judged 
inexpedient te employ more time upon it. 

TRE author is under great diſadvantages for hiſtoric 
writing. He can command no time for himſelf. The 
work of the miniſtry, which is his choſen and beloved 
employment, after all his application, ſo engroſſes his 
time, that ſometimes for weeks and months, after all his 
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application, he cannot ſind a ſingle day for the compilation 
of hiſtory. When he has attempted it, he has been able 
ſcarcely to write a page without interruption. Often he 
has been ſo fatigued with other ſtudies, as to be in circum- 
ſtances not the moſt favorable for compoſition. 

Ir map, poſſibly, be thought a great neglect, or matter 


of partiality, that no account is given of witchcraft in 


Connecticut. The only reaſon is, that after the moſt 
careful reſearches, no indictment of any perſon for that 
crime, nor any proceſs relative to that affair can be found. 
The minute in Goff's journal, publiſhed by Governor 
Hutchinſon, relative to the execution of Ann Codes, and 
an obſcure tradition that one or two perſons were execu- 
ted at Stratford is all the information to be found relative 
to that unhappy affair. | 

Tux countenance and aſſiſtance which the honorable 
legiſlature have given the writer, by allowing him a free 
acceſs to the public records and papers, is moſt reſpect- 
fully acknowledged. 

THe attention and complaiſance with which he has 
been treated by the ſecretaries of the ſtate and their reſ- 
peCtive families, while he has had occaſion to examine the 
public records and papers, challenge the warmeſt expreſ- 


ſions of his gratitude. roxy ai! 


To his brethren in the miniſtry, the gentlemen of the 
bar, and the towns who have ſo generouſly encouraged 
and ſupported the ſubſcription, he returns his grateful ac- 
knowledgements. | | 

Tat labor of collecting the materials for the hiſtory 
and compilement has been almoſt incredible. The ex- 
penſe of publication will be great. However ſhould it 
meet a favorable reception, aſſiſt the legiſlator or divine, 
the gentlemen of the bench or of the bar; ſhould it afford 
inſtruction and pleaſure to the ſons and daughters of the 
ſtate, and, in any degree, advance its morals or literature, 
it will be an ample compenſation. 
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ing his hoſtile meaſures, the commiſſioners ſend meſſengers 
to him. His anſwer to them. {hey declare wor, and 
fend an army againſt him. The art of Maſſachuſetts, and 
the deceit of Major Willard defeat the deſigned expeditisn. 


The number of ratable polls, and the amount of the lift of 


Connecticut. The Pequots are taken under their pretec- 
tion. Ninigrate perſiſting in his hoftilities againſt the In- 
dians upon Long- Iſland, the general court adopt meaſures, 
for the defence of the Indians and the Engl:ſh inhabitants 
there. New- Haven perfect and print their laws. The 
anſwer of New- Haven to the protector's invitation, that 
they would remove to Jamaica. Reply of the commiſſion< 
ers to the Dutch governor. Uncas embroils the country, 
Deaths and characters of Governors Eaton ana Hopkins. 
Settlement. of Stonington. Mr. Winthrop choſen governor. 
The third fundamental article is altered by the freemen. 
Mr. Fitch and his church and pete remove to Norwich, 
Final fettlement of accounts with the heirs of Mr. Fen- 


wick. Deputy governor Maſon reſigns the Moheagan 
lands to the colony. - - — 224 


CHAPTER-XH. 


The general court of Connecticut declare their loyalty and ſub- 


miſſion to the king ; determine ta addreſs his majeſty, and 
apply for charter privileges. A petition to his majeſty is 
prepared, and a letter addreſſed to Lord Say and Seal. 
Governor Winthrop is appointed the colony's agent, to pre- 
ſent their petition, and ſolicit a patent. Kegicides con- 
demned. Whalley and Goffe arrive at Boſton, eſcape to 
New- Haven, and are kindly entertained and kept from 
their purſuers. New-Haven falls into great trouble and 
danger on that account, New- Haven excuje themſelves ; 
decline ſending an agent ; but join with Maſſachujetts, in 
ſupporting one. The king proclaimed. Governor in- 
throp obtains the charter of Connecticut. Hiri governor 
and council under the charter. Repreſentation of the con- 
itut ion it ordains, and the privileges it conveys. Difficu- 
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ties of the tolony of New-Haven. Governor Leet's ad- 
dreſs. Charter of Connecticut arrives. Proceedings o 
Connecticut in conſequence of the charter. They extend 
their juriſdiftion to all places within the limits of their pa- 
tent, and challenge New- Haven colony, as under their juriſ- 
diftion. Controverſy between the two colonies. Settle- 
ment of Killingaworth. Patent of the Duke of York. Co- 
lonel Nichols and commiſſioners arrive, reduce all the Dutch 
ſettlements. T heir extraordinary powers. Important 
criſis of Connecticut. The general court make a preſent to 
the commiſſeoners. Anſwer to the propoſitions from his 
majeſty, and reply to the Duke of Hamilton's claim and pe- 
tition. Boundaries between Connecticut and New-York. 
Union of Connecticut and New= Haven. + - 248 


CHAPTER AI. 


A view of the churches of Connecticut and New- Haven, from 


their firſt ſettlement, until their union, in 1665 Their 
miniſters. The character of the miniſters and firft plan- 
ters. Their religious and political ſentiments, Gather- 
ing of the churches of New-Haven and Milford. Inſtal- 
lation of Mr. Davenport, and Mr. Prudden. Church 


ormed at Guilford. Number of miniſters in Connecticut 


and New-Haven, before the union, Proportion of miniſ= 
ters to the people, before and at the time of the union. Har- 


mony bet ꝛueen the civil rulers and the clergy Influence of 


the clergy, and the reaſons of it. Their oppoſition to An- 
tinomianiſm. Aſſiſted in the compilation of Cambridge 
Platform. Ecelgſiaſtical laws. Care to diffuſe general 
knowledge ; its happy influence. Attempts to found a col- 
lege at New-Haven. No ſectaries in Connecticut nor 
a er until after the union ; and for twenty years 
the churches generally enjoyed great peace. Deaths and 
characters of ſeveral of the firſt miniſters. Great diſſenſions 
in the church at Hartford ſoon after Mr. Hookers death; 
difſenſions and controverſies in the colony and churches in 


general, relative to baptiſm, church-member ſhip, and the 


rights of the brethren. A new generation ariſes, who had 
not all imbibed the ſpirit of their fathers, Grievances pre- 


ſented to the general court of Connecticut, on the account of 


the flriftneſs of the churches, and that ſober people were de- 
ned communion with them, and baptiſm for their children. 
The rourt Connecticut - ſend to the other general courts” 
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for advice. Laws againſt the Quakers, Maſſachuſetts 
and Connecticut agree in appointing a ſynod at Baſton. 
General court at New- Haven oppoſe the meeting of a ſynod, 
and decline ſending their elders. Quęſtions propoſed for 
diſcuſſion. T he ſynod meets and anſwers them but it had 
no good effect on the churches. They would not comply 
with their deciſions. Diſſenſions continued at Hartford; 
acts of the general court reſpecting them. Councils from 
N ben e Difficulties in ſome meaſure compoſed. 
Diviſions and animeſities at Wethersfield. Act of the gen- 
eral court reſpefling the church there. Mr: Ruſſel and 
numbers remove from Wethersfield and Hartford, and ſet- 
tle Hadley. Mr. Stow diſmiſſed from the miniſtry at 
Middletown, by a committee of the general court. Synod 
at Beſſon. Its determination relative to baptiſm and the 
conſociation of churches. Diviſion in the ſynod and in the 
churches relative to thoſe points. T he court at Connecticut 


ſent no elders to the council, nor took any part in the contro- 


verſy, until ſome time afterwards. - - 291 


CHAPTTER-XAIV. 


Conduct of the king's commiſſioners. Counties and county 


courts regulated. Governor Winthrop's eſtate freed from 
taxation. Towns ſettled. Controverſy with Rhode-1/]- 
and. The grounds of it, Courts appointed in the Nar- 
raganſet country. Laws reviſed and printed. War with 
the Dutch. Claims and conduct of Major Edmund An- 
droſs, governor of New-York. Proteſt aginſt him, Con- 
duct of Captain Thomas Bull. Proclamation reſpecting 
the inſult received from Major Androſs. Philip's war. 


Captains Hutchinſon and Lothrop ſurpriſed and ſlain. 


Treachery of the Springfield Indians. Hadley attacked 
by the enemy. The aſſembly make pro viſion for the defence 
of Connecticut. Expedition againſt the Narraganſet In- 
dians. The reaſons of it. The great ſwamp fight. Loſs 
of men. Courage exhibited and hardſhips endured. Cap- 
tain Pierce and his party cut off. Nanunttenoo taken. 
Captain Wadſe 
wert h and his party ſlain. Death and character of Gov- 
ernor Winthrop. Succeſs of Major Talcott. Attack up- 
en Hadley. The enemy beaten and begin to ſcatter. They 
are purſued to Houſatonick. Sachem of Quabaug and 
£hilip killed. Number of the enemy before the war. 


xy 


E 


T heir deſtruction. Loſs of the colonies. Connecticut hap< 
py in preſerving its own towns and aſſiſting its neighbours. 


328 


| CHAPTER: XV. 
Meaſures adopted to diſcharge the public debt, and ſettle the 


: country in peace. The reaſons of the colony's claim to Nar- 
raganſet. The former ſettlers and owners of land there 

apply to Connecticut for protection. Major Treat goes to 

the upper towns upon Comneflicut river, to treat with the 

Indians. Faſts appointed through New-England. Act 

concerning the conquered lands in Narraganſet. Naviga= 

f tion act grievous to the colonies. Governor Leet takes the 

| vath reſpectiug trade and navigation, Anſwers to queries 
| from the brds of trade and plantations. Proteſt againſt A 
| Sir Edmund Androſs's claim to Fiſher's Iſland. GChar- 70 


| acter of Governor Leet. Commiſſianers appointed, by his N 
1 majeſty, to examine and make report concerning all claims bf 
to the Narraganſet country, or king's province. They re- Hh 


port in favor of Connecticut. Anſwers to the renewed 
| claim of the Duke of Hamilton, and opinions on the caſe. 


| | Connecticut congratulate the arrival of Colonel Dungan, 4 ö 
vi governor of New-York, and agree with him, reſpecting the 1225 
| boundary line between that colony and Connecticut. Peti- x . 


| tion to King James II. Settlement of Waterbury. Qulio- 2 
| || zvarrantos againſt the colony. The aſſembly petition his * 8 
$i majeſty to continue their charter privileges. Sir Edmund "4 
| Androſs made governor of New-England. Arrives at 
= Hartford, takes the government by order of his majeſty. 
| | T he oppreſſion and cruelty of his adminiſflration. Diſtreſſ= 
| | ed and forrowful ſlate of the people. FOO 30g 
14 
| 


. 


: «7 * * 
* 1 - Ee 4 * 
I * ng 3 
4- g © N 1 1 * 
. s 
of 5 
po 1 
— * 


©.» 
8 


1 = A. 0 
Mg. * 
1 


n 


CHAPTER XYL 
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| Revslution in New-England. Connecticut cone their gov- 
| ernment. Addreſs to King William. Troops raiſed for 
| the defence of the eaſtern ſettlements in New- Hampſhire 
and the province of Maine. French and Indian war. 
if Schenectady deſtroyed. Connecticut diſpatch a reinforce- 
| | ment to Albany. Expedition againſt Canada. The land 
Al army retreats, and the enterpriſe proves unſucceſsful. 
1 Leiſler's abuſe of Major general Winthrop. The affemtly 
| &f Connecticut approve the general's conduct. Thanks are 


CON 1- ENTS. 
returned to Mr. Mather, agent Whiting, and Mr. Por- 


ter. Opinions reſpecting the charter, and the legality of 


Connecticut's aſſuming their government. Windham ſet- 
tled. The Mohawk caſtles are ſurpriſed and the country 
alarmed. Connecticut ſend troops to Albany. Colonel 
Fletcher, governor of New-York, demands the command 
Ao militia of Connecticut. The colony petition King 
illiam on the ſubject. Colonel Fletcher comes to Hart- 
ford, and, in perſon, demands that the legiſiature ſubmit 


the militia to his command: but they refuſe. Captain 


Wadſworth prevents the reading of his commiſſion, and the 
colonel judges it expedient to leave the colony. The caſe of 
Connecticut relative to the militia ſtated. His majeſty de- 
termines in favor of the colony. Committees are appointed 
to ſettle the boundary line between Connecticut and Maſſa- 
chuſetts. General Winthrop returns and receives public 
thanks. Congratulation of the Karl of Bellomont, ap- 
pointed governor of New-York and Maſſachuſetts. D., 
pute with Rhode-1ſland continues. Committee to ſettle the 
boundaries. Expenſes of the war. Vexatious conduct of 
Governor Fletcher. Peace, joy and thankſgiving. 395 


CHAPTER XVI. 


General Winthrop is elected governor. The aſſembly divide 


and form into two houſes. Purchaſe and ſettlement of ſev- 
eral towns. The boundary line between Connecticut and 
New-York ſurveyed and fixed. Attempts for running 
and ęſtabliſbing the line between Maſſachuſetts and Con- 
necticut. Owaneco and the Moheagans claim Colcheſter 
and other tracts in the colony. Attempts to compoſe all 


differences with them. Grant to the volunteer. The al. 


ſembly enacte, that the ſeſſion, in October, Hall, for the fu- 


ture, be in New-Haven. An ad enlarging the bounda- 
ries of New-London, and acts relative to towns and pat- 
ents, Meaſures adopted for the defence of the colony. Ap- 


pointment of king's attorneys. Attempts to deſpoil Can- 


neficut of its charter. Bill for re-uniting the charter 
governments to the crown. Sir Henry Aſburſt petitions 
againſt and prevents the paſſing of the bill. Governor 
Dudley, Lord Cornbury, and other enemies conſpire againſt 
the colony. They exhibit grievous complaints againſt it. 


Sir Henry Afburſt defends the colony and defeats their at. 
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tempts. Duakers petition. Moheagan caſe. Survey and 
bounds of the pretended Moheagan country. Dudhey's court 
at Stonington. The colony proteſt againſt it. Dudley i 
treatment of the colony. TFudgment againfl it. Petition 
to her majeſty on the ſubjett, New commiſſiont are grant-= 
ed. Act in favor of the clergy. State of the colony. 419 


CHAPTER XVII. 


The country is alarmed. Means of defence. The aſſembly 


decline the efording of any afſeftance in the expedition a- 
gainſt Port Royal. rant affiftance to the frontier towns. 
New townſhips granted and ſettled. The Rev. Gurdon 
Saltonſtall choſen governor. A empowering the freemen 
to chooſe the governor from among themſelves at large. 
Acts relative to gy. 006 aig of the boundary line with 
Maſſachuſetts. arriſons erected in the towns on the 
frontiers. Expedition againſt Canada. Firft emiſſron of 
paper money. Addreſi to her majefly. Lofs of the colony 
at Wood Creek. Expedition againſt Port Royal. Expe- 
dition againſt Canada wnder the command of Admiral 
Waller and General Nicholſon. Fleet caff away and the 
enterpriſe defeated. T he colony petition her majeſly, and 
ſend the only pilot from Connecticut, to England, to repre- 
ſent to her majeſiy the Iſs of the fleet truly as it war. 
As reſpecting the ſuperior court. Settlement of the boun- 
dary line betaueen Maſſachuſetts and Connecticut. Rea- 
ſons why the colony conſented to ſuch a ſettlement. Return 
of peace. The colony happy in the preſervation Y their 
frontiers. Towns ſettled under M * ate of 
the colony. Obſervations, - - 452 


CHAPTER XIX. 


A wiew of the churches of Connecticut, from 1665, to 1714, 


continued from chapter XII. The general afſembly ap- 
point a ſynod to determine points of religions controverſy. 
The miniſters decline meeting under the name of a ſynod. 
The aſſembly alter the name, and require them to meet as a 
general aſſembly of the miniſters and churches of Connecti- 
cut. Seventeen queſtions were propoſed to the affembly to 
be diſcuſſed and anſwered. The afſembly of minifters and 
churches meet and diſcuſs the queſtions. The legiſlature 
declare, that they had not been decided, and give intima- 


by. 
* 
n 
i . 
2 
. * 

1 
1 
5 b, 
4 


n 4 - 
ie? te 
©": <a ants 


* +. ccc 


. 


D 


, 8 1 


| bury. Deaths and characters of the Reverend 


CONTENT S. 


tions that they did not defire, that the miniſters and churches 
Connecticut ſhould report their opinion upon them. They 
expreſs their deferes of a larger council from Maſſachuſetts 
and New-Plimouth. The Reverend Mr. Davenport re- 
moves to Beflon. Diſſenſion at Windſor. Mr. Bulkley 
and Mr. Fitch are appointed by the aſſembly to deviſe ſome 
way in which the churches might walk together, notwith« 


landing their different opinions relative to the ſubjefts of 


baptiſm, church communion, and the mode of church diſci- 
pline. The church at Hartford divides, and Mr. Whis 
ting and his adherents are allowed to practiſe upon congre- 
gational principles. T he church at Stratford allowed to di- 
vide and hold diftinft meetings. Mr. Walker and his 
hearers, upon advice, remove and ſettle the town 0 44 o0d- 
effieurs 
John Davenport and John Warham. General attempts 
for a reformation of manners. Religious flate of the colony 
in 1680. Attempts for the inſtruction and chriſtianizing 
of the Indians in Connecticut. AF of the legiſlature reſ- 
pefting Windſor. The people there required peaceably to 
ſettle and ſupport Mr. Mather. Owning or ſubſcribing 
the covenant introduced at Hartferd. College founded, 
and truſtees incorperated. Worſhip according to the mode 
of the church of England performed, in this colony, firſt at 
Stratford. Epiſcopal church gathered there. Act of af- 
ſembly requiring the miniſters and churches of Connecticut 
to meet and form a religious conſtitutiun. They meet and 
compile the Saybrook Platform. Articles of diſcipline. 
AFR of the legiſlature adopting the Platform. Aſſociations, 
conſociationc. General aſſociation. Its recommendations 
relative to the examination of candidates for the miniſtry, 


and of paſtors elect previous to their ordination, Miniſ- 
ters, churches, and eccleſiaftical ſocieties in Connecticut in 


1713. Degree of inſtructiun. The whole number of 
miniſters in the colony from its firſt ſettlement to that peri — 
480 
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CHAPTER TI. 


INTRODUCTION. The diſcovery of North America 
and New-England. Captain Smith's diſcovery. The 
country is named New-England. Neu-Plimouih ſet- 
tled. The great patent of New-England, and patent of 
Maſſachuſetts. The ſettlement of Salem, Charleſtoꝛun, 

x Bofton, and other towns in Maſſachuſetts. Mr. War- 

* ham, Mr. Phillips and Mr. Hooker, with others of the 

; 8 firft planters of Connecticut, arrive and make ſettlements 

at Dorcheſter, Watertown and Newtown. Their chur- 

ches are formed and they are ordained. 


HE ſettlement of New-England, purely for the Book I. 
purpoſes of Religion, and the propagation of civ- uyw 
1] and religious liberty, is an event which has no paral- 
lel in the hiſtory of modern ages. 'The piety, ſelf deni- 
al, ſufferings, patience, perſeverance and magnanimit 
of the firſt ſettlers of the country are without a rival. 
The happy and extenſive conſequences of the ſettle- 
ments which they made, and of the ſentiments which 
they were careful to propagate, to their poſterity, to the 
church and to the world, admit of no deſcription. They 
are ſtill increaſing, ſpreading wider and wider, and ap- 
pear more and more important. 
Tux planters of Connecticut were among the illuſtri- 
ous characters, who firſt ſettled New-England, and | 
twice made ſettlements, firſt in Maſſachuſetts, and then | 
B ' "4 
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in Connecticut on bare creation. In an age when the 
light of freedom was but juſt dawning, they, by volun- 
tary compact, formed one of the moſt free and happy 
conſtitutions of government which mankind have ever 
adopted. ConneCticut has ever been diſtinguiſhed by 
the free ſpirit of its government, the mildneſs of its 
laws, and the general diffuſion of knowledge, among all 


claſſes of its inhabitants. They have been no leſs diſ- 


tinguiſhed by their induſtry, economy, purity of man- 
ners, population and ſpirit of enterpriſe. For more 
than a century and half, they have had no rival, as to 
the ſteadineſs of their government, their internal peace 
and harmony, their love and high enjoyment of domeſ- 
tic, civil and religious order and happineſs. They have 
ever ſtood among the moſt illuminated, firſt and boldeſt 
defenders of the civil and religious rights of mankind. 

THe hiſtory of ſuch a people mall be curious, enter- 
taining and important. It will exhibit the faireſt mod- 
els of civil government, of religious order, purity and 
human happineſs. It is the deſign of the preſent work 
to lay this hiſtory before the public. 

As the planters of Connecticut were among the firſt 


ſettlers of New-England, and intereſted in the firſt pa- 


tents and ſettlements, ſketches of the diſcovery of the 
country, of the patents by which it was conveyed and 
divided to the different colonies, and of the firſt ſettle- 
ments will be neceſſary to illuſtrate the hiſtory of Con- 
necticut and be a natural preliminary to this work. 


CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS, a Genocſe, diſcovered the 
weſtern iſles, and firſt communicated to Europe the in- 
telligence of a new world : but the Cabots had the hon- 
or of diſcovering the great continent of North America. 

JohN CapoT, a Venetian, born in England, in 
1494, diſcovered Newfoundland and the iſland of 
St. Johns. In conſequence of this diſcovery, king 
Henry the ſeventh of England, in whoſe ſervice he was 
employed, conferred on him the honor of knighthood ; 
and gave him and his ſons a commiſſion to make further 
diſcoveries in the new world. John Cabot died ſoon 
after he received this commiſhon. His ſon Sebaſtian, 
in 1497, failed with the fleet, which had been preparing 


for his father, and directing his courſe by his journals, 


proceeded to the 67th degree of north latitude, and re- 
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v 
2 ; turning to the ſouthward, fell in with the continent in Book I. 
the 56th degree of north latitude ; and thence explored \>wu 
b, 1 the coaſt as far ſouth as the Floridas. From theſe diſ- 

= Ccoveries originated the claims of England to theſe parts | 
Ws of the northern continent. 

In 1602, Bartholomew Goſnold diſcovered ſome part 
of New-England. He firſt touched on its eaſtern coaſt, * 
in about 43 degrees of north latitude z and, failing to 
the ſouthward, landed on the Elizabeth Iſlands. He 
made ſome diſcoveries of the adjacent parts and gave 
the name to Cape Cod and Marthas Vineyard. 

CarTain Henry Hudſon, commiihoned by King 60s, 
James I. in 1608, ſailed, in the employment of ſeveral 
London Merchants, to North America. He came up- 
on the coaſt in about 40 degrees of north latitude, an 
made a diſcovery of Long Iſland and Hudſon's river, 

He proceeded up the river as far as the latitude of 43, 
and called it by his own name. 

ABovuT two years after he made a ſecond voyage to 1610. 
the river, in the ſervice of a number of Dutch mer- 
4 chants; and, ſome time after, made ſale of his right to 
"7 the Dutch. The right to the country however was an- 
| tecedently in King James, by virtue of the diſcovery 
which Hudſon had made under his commiffion. The 
5 Engliſh proteſted againſt the ſale; but the Dutch, in 
=p 1614, under the Amſterdam Weſt India company, 

5 built a fort nearly on the ſame ground where the city of 
Albany now 1s, which they called fort Aurania. Sir 
Thomas Dale, governor of Virginia, directly after diſ- 
patched Captain Argale to diſpoſſeſs the Dutch, and 
they ſubmitted to the king of England, and under him 
to the governor of Virginia.“ | 

Tre ſame year captain John Smith, who ſome years 
before had been governor of Virginia, made a voyage 
to this part of the continent. He ranged the coaſt from 
Penobſcot to Cape Cod; made a diſcovery of the river 
Paſcataqua, and the Maſſachuſetts Iſlands. On his re- 
turn to England, he publiſhed a deſcription of the coun- 
try, with a map of the ſea coaſt, and gave it the name 
of New-England. 

In 1620, a number of pious people, part of Mr. John New- 
Robinſon's church and congregation, who, by the vio- Plimouth 
lence of perſecution, had been driven from their pleaſ- ſettled 
ant ſeats and enjoyments in England, arrived on the 1620. 


* Smith's hiſtory of New-York, p. 2. 
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coaſt; and, after braving every danger, and enduring 


WY almoſt every hardſhip and diſtreſs of which human na- 


Patent of 
New- 
England 
Nov. 3, 
1620, 


ture is capable, effected a permanent fettlement in this 
rt of North America. They gave it the name of New 
Plimouth. By voluntary compact they formed them- 
ſelves into a ſmalt commonwealth, and had a ſuc- 
ceſſion of governors. They ſettled all that part of Maf- 
ſachuſetts included in the county of Plimouth. By 
making permanent ſettlements, to which others might 
refort, on their firſt arrival in New-England, or after- 
wards in times of diftreſs ; by making treaties with the 
Indians, by which the peace of the country was prefer- 
ved; by their knowledge of it, and the experience 
which they had gained, they were of peculiar advantage 
to thoſe who came over and made ſettlements after 
them. They were a pious, induſtrious people, and ex- 
hibited towards each other the moſt ſtrikmg examples 
of fraternal affection. They continued a diſtinct colo- 
ny for about ſeventy years, until their incorporation, by 
the charter of William and Mary, in 1691, with the 
colony of Maſſachuſetts and the province of Main. 

NovEMBER 23d. 1620, juſt before the arrival of Mr. 
Robinfon's people in New-England, King James the 
firſt, by letters patent, under the great ſeal of _— 
incorporated the duke of Lenox, the marquifes of 
Buckingham and Hamilton, the earls of Arundel and 
Warwick, and others, to the number of forty noblemen, 
knights and gentlemen, by the name © of the council 
« eſtabliſhed at Plimouth in the county of Devon, for 
ce the planting, ruling and governing of New-ExcLaxn 
« in America“ and granted unto them, and their 
« ſucceſſors and aſſigns, all that part of America, ly- 
« ing and being in breadth from forty degrees of north 
« latitude, from the Equinoctial line, to the forty eighth 
te degree of ſaid northerly latitude inclufively, and in 
« length of, and within all the breadth aforeſaid, 
« throughout the main lands from ſea to ſea.” The 

atent ordained that this tract of country ſhould be call- 
ed New-England in America, and by that name have 
continuance for ever. 

Tus grant is the broad baſis on which ſtand all the 
other grants made to the colonics in New-England. 
This prepared the way for future grants and the imme- 
diate ſettlement of New-England. 
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O the 19th of March 1628, the Plimonth company Book I. 
granted unto Sir Henry Roſwell, Sir John Young, rw 
knights, Thomas Southcoat, John Humphry, John Endi- Patent of 
cot and Simon Whitcomb, their heirs and aſſigns forever, Mafſachu- 
all that part of New-England in America, which lies and 3 k 
extends between Merrimack river and Charles river, in 1865. TY 
the bottom of Maſſachuſetts bay, and three miles to the 
north and ſourh of every part of Charles river, and three 
miles ſouth of the ſouthermnoſt part of ſaid bay, and 
three miles to the northward of every part of Merrimack 
river, and “ all lands and hereditaments whatſoever 
« lying within the limits aforeſaid north and fouth, in 
« latitude and breadth; and in length and longitude, 

&« of and within all the breadth aforefaid throughout 
« the main lands there, from the Atlantic ſea and ocean 
« on the caſt part, to the fouth ſca on the welt part.” 

Ox the 4th of March 1629, king Charles the firſt Con frm- 
confirmed this patent under the great ſeal of England. ed March 
This was the patent of Maſſachuſetts bay, under which 4, 1629. 
the ſettlement of that colony immediately commenced. 

AT this time liberty of conſcience could not be en- No liberty 
joyed in the parent country. No indulgence was grant- of con- 
ed even to the moſt pious, loyal, and conſcientious peo- ſcicnce in 
ple, who would not ſtrictly conform to the habits, cer- England 
emonies, and werſhip of the church of England. All 
non-conformiſts were expoſed to fines, imprifonments, 
the ruin of their families, fortunes, and every thin 
which ought to be dear to men. The moſt learned, pi- 
ous, orthodox and inoffenſive people, who did not con- 
form to the church of England, were treated, by the 


king and his biſhops, with far greater ſeverity, than 


drunkards, fabbath breakers, or even the moſt notorious 
debauchees. They were condemned, in the ſpiritual 
courts, without juries, without having the witneſſes a- 
gainſt them, brought into court, to depoſe face to face; 
and, fometimes, without knowing the crime alledged 
againſt them, or who were the witneſſes by whom it 
was to be proved. Many of the pious people, in Eng- 
land, were ſo haraſſed and perſecuted, for their non- 
conformity, that they determined, if poſſible, rather to 
make ſettlements in a dreary wilderneſs, at the diſtance 
of three thouſand miles from their native country, than 
endure the perſecution and ſufferings, to which the 

were conſtantly expoſed from the hands of thoſe, who 
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ought to have cheriſhed and defended them. This cruel 
treatment of cur venerable anceſtors was the cauſe of 
the ſettlement of the New-England colonies and chur- 
ches It will ever be the diſtinguiſhing glory of theſe 
colonies, That they were not originally formed for the 
advantages of trade and worldly emolument ; but for 
the noble purpoſes of religion, the enjoyment of liberty 


of conſcience in the worſhip and ordinances of God. 


The pious fathers of theſe colonies wiſhed to enjoy the 
uncorrupted goſpel, adminiſtered in all its ordinances 
in purity and power; and to tranſmit the invaluable 
bleſſings of civil and religious liberty to their remoteſt 
poſterity. With theſe views they left their native coun- 
try, their pleaſant ſeats and enjoyments in Europe, and 
made ſettlements in the wilds of America. 

Tur ſame year in which the patent of Maſſachuſetts 
received the royal confirmation, Mr. John Endicot was 
ſent over with about three hundred people, by the pa- 
tentees to prepare the way for the ſettlement of a per- 
manent colony in that part of New-England. They ar- 
rived at Naumkeak in June, and began a ſettlement 
which they named Salem. This was the firſt town in 
Mallchafctty and the ſecond in New-England. 

ABouT a hundred of the planters who came over 
with Mr. Endicot, removed very ſoon to Miſhawam and 
began a plantation at that place. Here they erected a 
very ſpacious houſe, and made other preparations for 
the accommodation of thoſe, who were expected from 
England the next year. They called their ſettlement 
Charleſtown. 

AT a meeting of the company, for the planting of the 
Maſſachuſetts, in England, Auguſt 29th it was voted, 
That the patent and government of the plantation be 


transferred to New-England.* 


Tux next year therefore, ſeventeen ſhips were pre- 
pared, with all neceſſaries for the ſettlement of a colony. 
Eleven or twelve of theſe ſhips made a ſafe arrival in 
New-England by the middle of July, and they all arri- 
ved before the cloſe of the year. In theſe came over 
governor Winthrop and the magiſtrates of the colony, 
who had been previouſly choſen in England. With 


* Prince's Chron. p. 192. Þ Ibid. part II. p. 10. 
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them alſo came a number of miniſters, toilluminate the Book I. 
infant churches and preach in the wilderneſs the glad - 
tidings of ſalvation. 

ON the 1cth, or 12th of July, governor Winthrop 
arrived at Charleſtown with about fifteen hundred peo- Gov. Win- 
ple. They encamped in cottages, booths and tents, wer 25 
upon Charleſtown hill. Their place of ew worſhip Charlef- 
was under a large, ſpreading tree. Here Meſheurs Wil- town July 
ſon and Phillips preached their firſt ſermons to theſe pi- 10. 
ous pilgrims. In the ſhips which arrived this year 
there came over abut ſeventeen hundred people. In 
this and the laſt year there came into New- England two 
thouſand planters. Theſe ſettled about nine or ten Towns 
towns or villages. A conſiderable number ſettled at — 4 
Boſton and Charleſtown. Many of the principal char- ſetts 1630. 
acters fixed their abode in theſe towns. Governor 
Winthrop lived in the great houſe, which had been 
erected, the preceding year at Charleſtown. Mr. Ifaac 
Johnſton, who married the lady Arabella, ſiſter of the 
earl of Lincoln, and who had the beſt eſtate of any of 
the company, fixed his reſidence at Boſton. He was 
the great promoter of the ſettlement of the capital of the 
Maſſachuſetts.) Sir Richard Saltonſtall, who was a- 
nother of the magiſtrates, with his company, ſettled at 
Watertown. They made choice of Mr. Phillips for 
their paſtor. Mr. Pyncheon, and another company, 
began a ſettlement at Roxbury, and the famous Mc . 
John Eliot and Mr. Weld, who came into New-England 
the next year, were elected their miniſters. Other 
companies ſettled Medford and Weymouth. Boſton 
and Charleſtown, the firſt year, conſidered themſelves 


as one company, and choſe Mr. Wilſon for their paſtor. 


Ix one of the firſt ſhips, which arrived this year, came 
over the Reverend Mr. John Warham, Mr. John Mav- . 
erick, Mr. Roſſiter, Mr. Ludlow, Mr. Henry Wolcott 
and others of Mr. Warham's church and congregation, 
who firſt ſettled the town of Windſor in Connecticut. 
Mr. Roſſiter and Mr. Ludlow were magiſtrates. Mr. 
Wolcott had a fine eſtate, and was a man of ſuperior a- 
bilities. This was an honourable company. Mr. 
Warham had been a famous miniſter in Exeter the cap- 
ital of the county of Devonſhire. The people who 


t Prince's Chron. p. 240. $ Ibid. part H. Sedlien 2. p. 2. 
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3ook I. came with him were from the three counties of Devon- 
hire, Dorſetſhire, and Somerſetſhire. 

HOMETIME before the 20th of March jaſt as they 
were about to embark for New-England, upon a day of 
ſolemn taſting and prayer they were formed into a con- 
N wg church, in the new hoſpital at Plimouth in 

Ingland. They then made choice of Mr. Warham and 
Mr. Maverick to be their paſtor and teacher, and they 
were ordained, or reinſtalled to the care of this particu- 
far church. The famous Mr. White of Dorcheſter 
preached and aſſiſted on this occaſion. || 

THEY failed from Plimouth in England, on the 2oth 

Mr. War- of March, in the ſhip Mary and John of 400 tons, and 

dam ar- arrived at N antaſket on the Lord's day, May 3oth. The 

rives * next day captain Squeb, maſter of the ſhip, put them 

* geg and their goods on ſhore at Nantaſket point, and in this 

ſettlers of ſituation, left them to ſhift for themſelves: But, by 

Windfor, the aſſiſtance of ſome of the old planters, they obtained 

a boat and proceeded up Charles river to the place ſince 

called Watertown. Here they landed their goods and 

erected a ſhekter to cover them; but as they had many 

cattle, and found a neck of land at Mattapan, affording 

good accommodations for them, they ſoon removed and 

began a ſettlement there. They named their town 
Dorcheſter. 

SIR Richard Saltonſtall's people, who ſettled at Wa- 

1530. tertown, were the firſt ſettlers of Wethersfield, in Con- 

Planters necticut. Mr. Phillips, who was elected their paſtor, 

of Weth- at Watertown, had been miniſter at Boxford in the 

ersfield. county of Eſſex. Moſt of them were, probably, the 

people of his former charge, and from the ſame county. 

Tur emigrants who came into New England with 

Mortality Mr. Endicot and governor Winthrop, ſoon after their 
and offs arrival, were viſited with uncommon ſickneſs and mor- 
of the firft tality. Of the company who came with Mr. Endicot, 
years the lait year, cighty were in their graves, before govern- 
or Winthrop arrived. He found the colony in very miſ- 

erable circumitances. Many of thoſe who were yet liv- 

ing were in a weak and ſickly condition. The people 

had ſcarcely a ſufficiency of proviſion for their ſubſiſt- 

ence fourteen days. Beſides, they had ſuſtained a cap- 


| Prince's Chron. p. c. © Ibid. p 207. Captain Squc' 
was afterwards cbliged to pay damages for this conduct, 
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ital loſs in their ſervants. They brought over with them Book I. 
a hundred and eighty. Theſe coſt them more than 


three thouſand pounds ſterling. But they were to 
ſtraightened for proviſions, that they were neceſſitated 
to give all thoſe, who ſurvived the ſickneſs, their liberty, 
that they might ſhift for themſelves.“ 

Maxx of the ſhips which arrived this year had a long 
2 of ſeventeen or eighteen weeks; in conſequence 
of which, numbers had the ſcurvy, and came on ſhore 
in a ſickly condition. By reaſon of wet lodgings, in cot- 
tages and miſerable huts, for the want of freſh food and 
other conveniences, this ſickneſs increaſed. Other 
diſeaſes alſo, ſoon attacked them with violence; ſo that 
in a fortnight or three weeks, the ſickneſs became gen- 
eral. In a ſhort time ſo many fell ſick, that the well 
were not ſufficient properly to attend them, and bury 
the dead. Great numbers died and were buried on 
Charleſtown hill. The ſickneſs and mortality greatly re- 
tarded the neceſſary labours and affairs of the colony; to 
that many of the people were obliged tolie in tents, or 
miſerable huts during the winter. By the next ſpring a 
hundred and twenty or more were among the dead. Of 
this number were Mr. Johnſon and Mr. Roſſiter. The 
charming lady Arabella, celebrated for her many virtues, 
died before her huſband. She was ſiſter to the earl of 
Lincoln; and, for the ſake of religion, came from a para- 
diſe of eaſe, plenty and delight, in the houſe of a re- 
now ed earl, into a wilderneſs of toil, diſaſter, and miſery. 

#.B80UT a hundre& of the people were diſcouraged, 
ar 4 returned to England; two hundred were dead, 
and ſome went to Piſcataqua. About ſeventeen hun- 


 dred remained; a little more than a hundred and eighty 


perſons, or thirty families, on an average, to each town. 
The greateſt numbers fixed themfelves at Boſton and 
Watertown. In thefe towns there were probably nearly 
ſixty families. In Charleſtown and Dorcheſter about 
forty, and in the other towns not more than fifteen or 
twenty families. f 


I addition to all the other calamities with which theſe Famine 
plantations had been viſited, they, this year, experienced 


* Prince*s Chron. p. 209, 210. + The fame p. 242. 
F Ibid. part II. p. r and 11 
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Book I. the diſtreſs of famine. By the beginning of February, 
WY bread failed in every houſe, except the governor's, and 
even 1n this the family were reduced to the laſt loaves. 
Such were the neceſſities of the people, that they fed on 
clams, muſcles, ground-nuts and acorns. Indeed, in 
the winter ſeaſon, it was with great difficulty, that the 
people procured theſe poor articles of ſubſiſtence. The 
governors foreſeeing, in the fall, that they ſhould want 
4 proviſions, diſpatched a ſhip to Ireland to procure them 
a ſupply. Her happy arrival on the 5th of February 
prevented their periſhing with famine. The return of 
health in the ſpring, the arrival of other veſſels with 
proviſions afterwards, and a plenteous harveſt, gave the 
affairs of the colony a more proſperous appearance. 
WHILE affairs were thus tranſacting in the colony, 
the violent perſecution of the puritans in England, made 
great numbers look towards America as the only 
ſafe retreat from the impending ſtorm. This, annually, 
occaſioned a large acceſſion of new planters, to the ſet- 
tlements in New-England. 
IN 1630, the reverend Mr. Thomas Hooker, a gen- 
tleman of great abilities, and a famous preacher, at 


Chelmsford in the county of Eſſex, was filenced for 


non- conformity. To eſcape fines and impriſonment he 
fled into Holland. He was held in ſuch high and uni- 
verſal eſteem among his acquaintance, that forty-ſeven 
miniſters in his vicinity petitioned the biſhop of London 
in his favour. Theſe were all conformiſts, and witneſſ- 
ed for Mr. Hooker, That they eſteemed him, and knew 
him „ to be, for doctrine orthodox, for life and con- 
« yerſation honeſt, for diſpoſition peaceable and no 
« wiſe turbulent or factious. However, as he was a 
non- conformiſt, no perſonal or acquired excellencies, no 
teſtimonials of his good conduct, nor prayers of his 
friends could fave him from proſecutions and depoſi- 
tion. 

He was ſo eſteemed as a preacher, that not only his 
own people, but others from all parts of the county of 
Eſſex flocked to hear him. The noble earl of Warwick, 
though he reſided at a great diftance from Chelmsford, 
was ſo delighted with his public performances, that he 
frequently attended them. Great numbers not only 
attended his miniſtry but experienced its ſalutary effects, 
and found themſelves willing to emigrate into any part 
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of the world to enjoy the happineſs of ſuch a paſtor. Book J. 


11 


No ſooner therefore was he driven from them, than gw 


they turned their eyes towards New-England. They 
hoped that if comfortable ſettlements could be made 
in this part of America, they might obtain him for their 
paſtor. Therefore, in 1632, a large body of them came 
over and ſettled at Newtown, ſince called Cambridge, 
in Maſſachuſetts. Numbers of them, it ſeems, came 
over at an earlier period and began to ſettle at Wey- 
mouth, but this year they all removed to Newtown. 


163 


They had exprefled their earneſt deſires to Mr. Hooker, 


that he would come over into New-England, and take 
the paſtoral charge of them. 


Ar their deſire he left Holland, and having obtained 8 
Mr. Samuel Stone, a lecturer at Torceſter in North- er arrives 
amptonſhire, for an aſſiſtant in the miniſtry, took his Sept. ath 


paſſage for America in the Griffin, a ſhip of 300 tons, 1633. 


and arrived at Boſton September 4th 1633. With him 
came over the famous Mr. John Cotton, Mr. John 
Haynes, afterwards governer of Connecticut, Mr. Goff 
and two hundred other paſſengers of importance to the 
colony. | 

Mx. Hookus, ſoon after his arrival at Boſton, pro- 


cceded to Newtown, where, finding himſelf in the midſt 1633. 
of a joyful and affectionate people, he was filled with 


joy himſelf. He embraced them with open arms ſay- 


ing, in the language of the apoſtle, „Now I live if ye 


ſtand faſt in the Lon D.“ Theſe were the pious people, 
who afterwards ſettled the town of Hartford. 


Soo after Mr. Hooker's arrival he was choſen paſtor, Meſſicurs 
and Mr. Stone teacher of the people at Newtown. On Hooker & 


the 11th of October the church was gathered, and af- 


ter ſolemn faſting and prayer, the paſtor and teacher 
were ordained to their reſpective offices. The church 
at Watertown had been gathered before on the 27th of 
Auguſt 1630, and Mr. Phillips ordained paſtor. Thus 
the three churches of Windſor, Hartford and Wethers- 


Stone or— 
dained 
Ott. x1th 


1633. 
Mr. Phil 


lips ordai- 


ned at Wa 


field were gathered antecedently to their ſettlement in tertown 


Connecticut, and it does not appear that they were ever 2 27th 
2 1630. 


regathered afterwards. 


* Magnalia B. III. The life of Hooker. 
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CHAPTER II. 


THE patent of Connecticut. The ſituation, extent, bounda- 
ries and area of the ſettled part of the colony. The dif- 
covery of Connecticut river; a deſcription of it, and the 

fegnification of its name. The colony derives its name 
from the river. Deſcription of other rivers. Plimouth 


and Dutch houſes. Proſpects of trade upon the river. 


J HE great Plimouth company wiſhed to make 
grants of their lands as faſt as they could find 
purchaſers, and conformity was ſo preſſed and the times 
grew ſo difficult, in England, that men of quality, as 
well as others, were anxious to provide, for themſelves 
and their friends,a retreat in America. Another patent 
therefore, containing a large tract of country, in New- 
England, ſoon ſucceeded that of Maſſachuſetts. 

On the 19th of March 1631, Robert earl of War- 
wick, preſident of the council of Plimouth, under his 
hand and ſeal, did grant and confirm unto the honora- 
ble William Viſcount Say and Seal, Robert Lord Brooks, 
Robert Lord Rich, Charles Fiennes, Eſquire, Sir Na- 
thaniel Rich, Sir Richard Saltonſtall and others, to the 
number of eleven, and to their heirs, aſhgns and affoci- 
ates for ever, All that part of New-England in Amer- 
cc jca, which lies and extends itſelf from a river there 
« called Narraganſet river, the ſpace of forty leagues 
cc upon a ftrait line near the ſea ſhore, towards the 
« ſouthweſt, weſt and by ſouth, or weſt as the coaſt li- 
cc eth towards Virginia, accounting three Engliſh miles 
<« to the league, and all and fingular the lands and here- 
« ditaments whatſaever, lying and being within the 
« lands aforeſaid, north and ſouth in latitude and 
« breadth, and in length and longitude of, and within 
« all the breadth aforeſaid, throughout all the main 
« lands there, from the weſtern ocean to the ſouth ſeas ; 
« and all lands, grounds, ſoil, wood and wood lands, 
« ground, havens, ports, creeks and rivers, waters, fiſh- 
« ings and hereditaments whatſoever, lying within the 
« ſaid ſpace, and every part and parcel thereof; and al- 
« ſo all iſlands lying in America aforeſaid in the ſaid 
« ſeas, or either of them on the weſtern or eaſtern coaſts, 
“or parts of the ſaid tracts of land, by the preſents to 
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« be given or granted.“ The council of Plimouth, Book I. 
SYNS 


the preceding year, 1630, granted this whole tract to 
the earl of Warwick, and it had been confirmed to him 
by a patent from king Charles the firſt. 

Tris is the original patent of Connecticut. The ſet- 
tlers of the two colonies of Connecticut and New-Ha- 
ven were the patentces of Viſcount Say and Seal, Lord 
Brook and their aſſociates, to whom the patent was ori- 
ginally given. 

PrEsIDENT Clap deſcribes the extent of the tract 


conveyed by this patent in the words following, « All wg; Sg 


ce that part of New-England. which lies weſt from Nar- 


necticut 


cc raganſet river a hundred and twenty miles on the ſea patent. 


« coaſt; and from thence in latitude and breadth afore- 
« ſaid to the ſouth ſea. This grant extends from point 
« Judith to New-York, and from thence a welt line to 
« the ſouth ſea: and if we take Narraganſet river in its 
c whole length, this tract will extend as far north as 
« Worceſter. It comprehends the whole of the colony 
cc of Connecticut and much more. f Neal, Douglaſs, 
Hutchinſon, and all ancient hiſtorians and writers have 
repreſented all the New-England grants as extending 
weſt from the Atlantic ocean to the ſouth ſea. Indeed 
the words of the patent are moſt expreſs, declaring its 
extent to be ſouth weſt or weſt, towards Virginia to be 
in length and longitude throughout all the main lands 
to the ſouth ſeas. 

THE colony of the Maſſachuſetts, and the commiſ- 
ſioners of the United colonies of New-England, under- 
ſtood the patents in this light and hence extended their 
claims to the weſtward of the Dutch ſettlements. The 


- Maſſachuſetts, in the year 1659 made a grant of lands, 


oppoſite to fort Aurania, upon Hudſon's river, to a 
number of principal merchants, in the colony, who 
were planning to make ſettlements in thoſe parts. The 
ſame year, the commiſſioners of the united colonies 
aſſerted their claim of all the weſtern lands to the ſouth 
ſea, In a letter to the Dutch governor, September iſt 


See this patent in the appendix No. 1. 
Manuſcripts of preſident Clap. 
Neal's hiſtory N. E. vol. I. p- 148. Douglaſs vol. II. p. go 
and 160; and Hutchinſon vol. I, p. 64 and vol. II p. 203. 
_ || Hutchinfon vol. I. p. 159. 


1631. 
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1659, they write, „We preſume you have heard from 
your people, of the fort of Aurania, that ſome of our 


« people, the Engliſh, have been lately in thoſe parts, 
ce upon diſcovery of ſome meet places for plantations, 
cc within the bounds of the patent of the Maſſachuſetts 
« colony; which from the latitude of 42 degrees and 
* a half, or 42 degrees and 33 and a half minutes, and 
« ſo northerly extends itſelf from eaſt to weſt, in lon- 
ce gitude through the main land of America, from the 
© Atlantic ocean to the ſouth or weſt ſea.” 

Fur patents to Virginia, the Carolinas, and Geor- 
gia, have ever been underſtood to have the ſame wel- 
terly extenſion. In the ſame light have they always 
been viewed, by the Britiſh kings, and have been plead- 
ed and acted upon, in treaties, - between the court of 
Great Britain, and the French and Spaniſh monarchs. 
By virtue of this conſtruction of patents and charters 
of the American colonies, it was, that all the weſtern 
territories, as far as Miſſiſippi, were, in the late peace 
with Great Britain, ceded to the ſtates of America. 
From the ſame conſtruction of the patents, congreſs 
have taken a formal ſurrender of the unappropriated 
weſtern lands from particular ſtates, and from Connect- 
icut no leſs than from others. 

Tux ſituation of the ſettled part of Connecticut is 
chiefly from 41 to 42 degrees of north latitude, and 
from 72 to 73 degrees and 45 minutes welt longitude. 
It is bounded fouth by the ſea ſhore about go miles, from 
Byram river, in the latitude of 40 degrees and 58 min- 
utes, and longitude 72 degrees and 25 minutes, to Paw- 
catuck river, in latitude 41 degrees and 17 minutes, and 
in longitude 72 degrees and 25 minutes; eaſt on the 
colony of Rhode-Ifland 45 miles; north on Maſſachu- 
ſetts 72 miles, the line running nearly in the latitude 
of 42 degrees; and weſt on New-York about 73 miles. 
It contains 4,730 ſquare miles, and 3,020,000 acres. 
One twentieth part of the colony is water and high- 
ways.+ Excluſive of theſe there are 2,869,000 acres. 
Of this about 2,640,000 are eſtimated improveable. 


+ To find the quantity of water and high ways, an accurate 
eomputation was made of the proportion of water and high. 
ways in 2 particular town, which was ſuppoſed to contain an 2- 
verage with the towns in general, 
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The land is excellently watered and liberal to the huſ- Book I. 
bandman. Though, in ſome places it is mountainous CY 
and broken, yet the greateſt part of this is profitable ei- 

ther for wood or grazing. There are ſome thin lands, 

but theſe are profitable with proper manuring and cul- 
tivation. 

Tun preſent population is more than fifty ſouls to Pegree of 
every ſquare mile, including land and water. It is a- popula- 
bout one perſon to every ten or twelve acres of land. tion. 

Tre firſt diſcoveries made of this part of New-Eng- 
land were of its principal river and the fine meadows 

lying upon its banks. Whether the Dutch at New- 
Netherlands, or the people of New-Plimouth were the 

firſt diſcoverers of the river is not certain. Both the 
Engliſh and Dutch claimed to be the firſt diſcoverers, 
and both purchaſed and made a ſettlement of the lands 
upon it nearly at the ſame time. 

In 1631, Wahquimacut, a ſachem upon the river .. . 
Connecticut, made a journey to Plimouth and Boſton, 3 
cearr.eſtly ſoliciting the governors of each of the colo- on the riv- 
nies to ſend men to make ſettlements upon the river. er. 

He repreſented the exceeding fruitfulneſs of the coun- 
try, and promiſed that he would ſupply the Engliſh, if 
they would make a ſettlement there, with corn annu- 
ally, and give them eighty beaver ſkins. He urged that 
two men might be ſent to view the country. Had this 
invitation been accepted it might have prevented the 
Dutch claim to any part of the lands upon the river, and 
opened an extenſive trade, in hemp, furs, and deer 
ikins, with all the Indians upon it, and far into Canada. 
Tre governor of Maſſachuſetts treated the ſachem 
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1 = and his company with generoſity, but paid no further red 
K attention to his propoſal. Mr. Winſlow, the governor 
P of Plimouth, judged it worthy of more attention. It 
e ſeems, that ſoon after he went to Connecticut, and diſ- 
covered the river and the adjacent parts. The com- 
» ME miflioners of the United colonies, in their declaration 
- FX againſt the Dutch, in 1653, fay, „Mr. Winſlow, one 
„ of the commiſſioners for Plimouth, diſcovered the 
6 freſh river when the Dutch had neither trading houſe 
„nor any pretenceto a foot of land there.” + | 
rh 
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Boox I, Iłx very ſoon appeared that the earneſtneſs, with 

OV which the Indian ſachem ſolicited the Engliſh to make 
ſettlements on the river, originated in the diſtreſſed ſtate 
of the river Indians. Pekoath, at that time, the great 
ſachem of the Pequims, or Pequots, was conquering 
them, and driving their ſachems from that part of the 
country. The Indian king imagined, that if he could 
perſuade the Engliſh to make ſettlements there, they 
would defend him from his too powerful enemies. 

Tre next year, the people of New-Plimouth made 

1632. more particular diſcoveries, upon the river, and found 
a place near the mouth of the little river, in Windſor, 
at which they judged a trading houſe might be erected, 

which would 12 advantageous to the colony. 

Tre Indians repreſented that the river Connecticut 
extended ſo far north, and ſo near the great lake, chat 
they paſſed their canoes from the lake into it; and that 
from the great ſwamps about the lake came moſt of the 
beaver in which they traded. 

One of the branches of Onion river, in Vermont, is 
within ten miles of Connecticut river. This was an- 
ciently called the French river. The French and In- 
dians from Canada came by this river, and from this in- 
to Connecticut, when they made their attacks on the 
northern frontiers of New-England and Connecticut. 

CoxNECTICUT river has its ſource in that grand ridge 

Defcrip- of mountains which divides the waters of New-England 
_ * and Canada, and extends pay N to the gulph of 
= Ns St. Lawrence. 'The ſource-of its higheſt branch is in 
about 45 degrees and a half, or 46 degrees of north lat- 
itude. Where it enters New-England, in 45 degrees 
of north latitude, it is ten rods in breadth, and in run- 
ning ſixty miles further, it becomes twenty-four rods 
wide. It forms the boundary line between New- 
Hampſhire and Vermont about two hundred miles. 
Thence running through the ſtates of Maſſachuſetts and 
Connecticut, it diſembogues its waters into Long-Iſland 
found, between Saybrook and Lime. It runs with a 
gentle flow, as its courſe is, between three and four 

undred miles. Its breadth through Connecticut, at a 
medium 1s between a hundred rods and half a mile. 
In the high ſpring floods it overflows its banks, and in 


1 Winthrop's Jaurral p. 25. 
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ſome places is nearly two miles in breadth. As its Book I. 
banks are generally low, it forms and fertilizes a vaſt 


tract of the fineſt meadow ; feaſible, fertile, and in 
which a ſtone is ſcarcely to be found. 'The general 
courſe of this beautiful river, above, and between the 
ſtates of New-Hampſhire and Vermont, is nearly ſouth 
weſt ; thence it turns and runs but z few degrees welt 
of ſouth to its mouth. At a ſmall diſtance from its 
mouth is a bar of ſand, apparently formed by the con- 
Aux of the river and tide. Upon this there is but ten 
feet of water, at full tide. The bar is at ſuch a diſ- 
tance from the mouth of the river, that the greateſt 
floods do not increaſe the depth of the water. This is 
ſome obſtruction to navigation, but any veſſel, which 
can paſs the bar, may proceed, without obſtruction as 
far as Middletown, thirty miles from the ſound ; and 
veſſels of eighty, and a hundred tons go up to Hartford, 
fifty miles from the river's mouth. By means of locks 
and cuts, at the falls it is now navigable, for boats, more 
than three hundred miles. 

In Connecticut, there is one exception to the lowneſs 
of the river's banks. About three miles below Middle- 
town the river makes its way through two mountains, 
by which its breadth is contracted to about forty rods. 
This occaſions the waters, ſometimes, in the ſpring 
floods, to riſe, eyen at Hartford, twenty feet above the 
common ſurface of the river. This, for the length of 
its courſe, its gentle flow, its excellent waters, the rich 
and extenſive meadows which it forms, and the immenſe 
quantities of fiſh, with which it abounds, is one of the 
hneſt rivers in New-England. 

Noxs of the ancient adventurers, who diſcovered the 

eat continent of North America, or New-England, 
made any diſcovery of this river. It does not appear 
that it was known to any civilized nation, until ſome 

ears after the ſettlement of the Engliſh and Dutch, at 
limouth and New-Netherlands. 


From this fine river, which the Indians called Quon- Connecti- 
ehtacut, or Connecticut; in Engliſh, the long river, the cut named 
colony, originally took its name. Indeed this is one em its 


principal ſource of its wealth and convenience. 


Tux Houſatonick and the little, or Farmington river, Deſerip- 
weſtward of it, and Pequot river, now called the tion ofriv- 
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Book I. Thames, on the eaſt are alſo conſiderable ſources of its 

Wy opulence and proſperity. The Houſatonick, now com- 

Of Hook, monly called Stratford river, has two principal branches. 

Ne One riſes in Laneſborough, and the other in Windſor, 
in the county of Berkſhire, in Maſſachuſetts. Where 
it enters Connecticut, between Saliſbury and Canaan, 
it is about fifty rods wide, and running through the 
whole length of the colony, it empties into the ſound 
between Milford and Stratford. It is navigable twelve 
miles to Derby. Between Milford and Stratford it 1s 
about eighty rods wide, and there is about four fathom 
of water. Were it not obſtructed, by a bar of ſhells, at 
the mouth, it would admit large ſhips. Between Saliſ- 
bury and Canaan is a cataract where the water of the 
whole river falls perpendicularly ſixty feet. The fall 
produces a perfectly white ſheet of water and a miſt in 
which various floating rainbows are exhibited, forming 
a ſcene exquiſitely grand and beautiful. 

Of Nau- Tx Naugatuck, or Waterbury river, is another con- 

gatuck. fid-rable branch of the Houſatonick. Its ſource is in 


Torrington, and running through Harwinton, Plim- 


outh and Waterbury, it empties itſelf into ſaid river at 
Derby. | 

Of thelit. THE little, or Farmington river, riſes in Beckit, in 

tle river, Maſſachuſetts, croſſes the boundary line between the 
colonies at Hartland, and paſſing through Barkhempſted 
and New-Hartford, runs ſouth conſiderably below the 
centre of Farmington firſt ſociety z then, making 
a remarkable turn, it runs back nearly a north courſe, 
twelve or fourteen miles into Symſbury ; where it turns 
eaſterly, and running into Windſor, diſcharges its waters 
into Connecticut river nearly in the centre of the town. 
This formerly was repleniſhed with all kinds of fiſh in 
as great a profuſicn as Connecticut. The numerous 
dams, which more lately have been erected upon it, 
have very greatly obſtructed their paſſage. | 

Of Pe- PEequoOT river, or the Thames, empties into the ſound 

quot. at New-London. It is navigable fourteen miles to 
Norwich landing. Hereit loſes its name, and branches 
into Shetuket on the eaſt, and Norwich or little river on 

the welt. | 

Neſcrip- ABOUT a mile from the mouth of the little river is a 

tion or tne . R 

Cataractat remarkably romantic cataract. A perpendicular rock 

Norwich, about twelve feet high extends itſelf acroſs the whole 
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channel. Over this the river pitches, in one entire ſheet, Book J. 
on to a bed of rocks. Here it is compreſſed, by a very 


narrow and crooked paflage, between two craggy chits, 
and for fifteen or twenty rods forces its way over nume- 
rous pointed rocks, with the moſt violent agitation. 


Thhence it flows into a large baſon, which ſpreads itſelf 


for its reception. The long and conſtant falling of the 
waters have excavated the rocks even to admiration. In 
ſome, cavities are made, of a circular form, not leſs than 
five or fix feet deep. The ſmooth and gentle flow of 
the river above the fall, the regularity and beauty of its 
deſcent, the roughneſs and foam of the waters below, 
and the rugged towering cliff impending the whole, pre- 
ſents the ſpectator with a ſcene majeſtic and pleaſing he- 
yond deſcription. 

Tre Shetucket, which name it bears as far only, as 


the ſouthern boundary of Windham, is formed by the Of Sbe- 
Willamantick and Quenibaug rivers. The Willaman- tuket, Wil 


and Quen- 


tick has its ſource in Maſſachuſetts, enters Connecticut 
at Stafford, and is the boundary line between Tolland 
and Willington, Coventry and Mansfield, and paſling 
by Windham looſes itſelf in the Shetucket. Queni- 
baug riſes in Brimfield, in Maſſachuſetts, and paſſing 
through Sturbridge and Dudley crofles the line, between 
that ſtate and Connecticut at Thompſon, and diyiding 
Pomfret from Killingly, Canterbury from Plainfield, 
and Liſbon from Preſton, flows into Shetucket. 

THE colony 1s watered and fertilized by numerous 
other rivers of leſs extent and utility. 

As the people at Plimouth had explored Connecticut 


river, and fixed upon a place convenient for building 


and commerce, and found the original proprietors of 
the ſoil deſirous of their making ſettlements among 
them, they judged it an affair worthy of public and im- 
mediate attention. 28 

IN July 1633 Mr. Winſlow and Mr. Bradford there- 
fore made a journey to Boſton, to confer with governor 
Winthrop and his council on the ſubject. Governor 
Winſlow and Mr. Bradford propoſed it to them, to 
join with Plimouth, in a trade, to Connecticut for 
hemp and beaver, and to erect a houſe for the purpoſes 
of commerce. It was repreſented, as neceſſary to pre- 
vent the Dutch from taking poſſeſſion of that fine coun-- 
try, who it was reported were about to build upon the 
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Book I. river. But governor Winthrop declined the motion. 
yaw He objected that it was not proper to make a plantation 


1633. 


Septem- 
ber. 


there, becauſe there were three or four thouſand warlike 
Indians upon the river; and becauſe the bar at the 
mouth of it was ſuch that ſmall pinances only could en - 
ter it, at high water: and becauſe that, ſeven months, 
in the year, no veſſels could go into it, by reaſon of the 
ice and the violence of the ſtream. 

TRI Plimouth people therefore determined to under- 
take the enterpriſe at their own riſk. Preparations were 
made for ereQing a trading houſe and eſtabliſhing a 
{mall company upon the river. In the mean time, the 
maſter of a veſſel from Maſſachuſetts, who was trading 
at New-Netherlands, ſhewed to Gualter Van "F'willy, 
the Dutch governor, the commiſſion which the Engliſh 
had to trade and ſettle in New-England; and, that his 


majeſty the king of England had granted all thefe parts 


to his own ſubjects. He therefore defired that the 


Dutch would not build at Connecticut. This appears 


to have been done at the direction of governor Win- 
throp: for in conſequence of it the Dutch governor 
wrote a very complaiſant letter to him, in which he rep- 


reſented, that the lords, the States General, had granted 


the ſame country to the Weſt India company. He re- 
queſted therefore, that the Engliſh would make no ſet- 
tlements at Connecticut, until the affair ſhould be de- 
termined, between the court of England and the States 
General.“ This appears to have been a piece of policy, 
in the Dutch governor to keep the Engliſh till, until 
the Dutch had got a firm footing upon the river. 

SEVERAL veſſels, this year, went into Connecticut 
river to trade. John Oldham, from Dorcheſter, and 
three men with him, alſo travelled through the wilder- 
neſs to Connecticut, to view the country and trade with 
the Indians. 'The ſachem upon the river made him 
moſt welcome, and gave him a preſent in beaver. He 
found that the Indian hemp grew ſpontaneouſly in the 
meadows, in great abundance. He purchaſed a quanti- 
ty of it; and, upon trial, it appeared much to exceed 
the hemp which grew in England. 

W1LLIaM HOLMEs, of Plimouth, with his company 
having prepared the frame of a houſe, with boards and 


— — 


* Winthrop's Journal p. 55. 
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try, and the Dutch, that they had ſettled there, and 
were about to rival them, in trade and in the poſſeſſion 
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materials for covering it immediately, put them on Book I. 
board a veſſel and ſailed for Connecticut. Holmes had Cw 
a commiſſion from the governor of Plimouth, and a cho- 1633. 
ſen company to accompliſh his deſign. When he came 

into the river he found, that the Dutch had got in be- 

fore him, made a light fort, and planted two pieces of 

cannon. This was erected at the place ſince called Hart- 

ford. 'The Dutch forbid Holmes's going up the river, 

ſtood by their cannon, ordered him to ſtrike his colours, 

or they would fire upon him. But he was a man of 

ſpirit, aſſured them that he had a commiſſion from the 
governor of Plimouth to go up the river, and that he 

muſt obey his orders. They poured out their threats, pmguti 
but he proceeded, and landing on the weſt ſide of the houſe e- 
river, erected his houſe a little below the mouth of the reQed at 
little river, in Windſor.* The houſe was covered with Windlor 


the utmoſt diſpatch, and fortified with paliſadoes. The Ock. 2638. 


Sachems who were the original owners of the ſoil, had 
been driven from this part of the country, by the Pe- 
quots; and were now carried home on board Holmes's 
veſſel. Of them, the Plimouth people purchaſed the 
land, on which they erected their houſe. This, gov- Dutch 
ernor Wolcott ſays, was the firſt houſe erected in Con- houſe at 
necticut. . The Dutch about the ſame time built a Hartford. 
trading houſe at Hartford which they called the Hirſe 
of good hope. 9 

IT was with great difficulty, that Holmes and his 
company erected and fortified their houſe, and kept it Troubles 
afterwards. The Indians were offended at their bring- ſtcom the 


ing home the original proprietors and lords of the coun- Doren 


of thoſe excellent lands upon the river. They were ob- 
liged therefore to combat both, and to keep a conſtant 
watch upon them, 

Taz Dutch, before the Plimouth people took poſſeſ- 
ſion of the river, had invited them, in an amicable man- 
ner, to trade at Connecticut; but when they were ap- 


prized, that they were making preparations for a ſettle- 


* Manuſcripts of Gov, Wolcott. 
vl Prince's Chron. part II. Sec. 2 p. 94, 95, 96. 
In his Manuſcripts. 


Smith repreſents this houſe as built ten years before it 
was. Hiſt. of New-York p. 2. 
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ment there, they repented of the invitation, and ſpared 
no exertions to prevent them. 

Ox the 8th of June the Dutch had ſent Jacob Van 
Curter to purchaſe lands upon the river Connecticut. 
He made a purchaſe of about twenty acres at Hartford 
of Nepuquaſh, a Pequot captain. Of this the Dutch 
took poſſeſſion in October, and on the 25th of the month 
Curter proteſted againſt William Holmes the builder 
of the Plimouth houſe. Some time afterwards, the 
Dutch governor, Walter Van Twiller, of fort Amſter- 
dam, diſpatched a reinforcement to Connecticut, de- 
igning to drive Holmes and his company from the riv- 
er. band of ſeventy men, under arms with banners 
diſplayed, afſaulted the Plimouth houſe, but they found 
it ſo well fortified, and the men, who kept it, fo vigi- 
lant and determined, that it could not be taken without 
bloodſhed. They therefore came to a parley and finally 
returned in peace. 

Tux Dutch were always mere intruders. They had 
no right to any part of this country. The Engliſh ever 
denied their right, and when the Dutch placed a gov- 
ernor at New-Netherlands, and the court of England 
made complaint of it to the States General, they diſ- 
owned the affair, and ſaid it was only a private under- 
taking of an Amſterdam Weſt-India company. King 
James the firſt commiſſioned Edward Langdon to be 
governor, at New-Netherlands, and named the country 
New-Albion. 'The Dutch ſubmitted to the Engliſh 
government, until the troubles in England, under the 
adminiſtrations of king Charles the firſt and the long 
parliament. Taking the advantage of the diſtraction 
of thoſe times, they again uſurped and eſtabliſhed their 
government, until they were reduced by king Charles 
the ſecond in 1664. They gave great trouble to both 
the colonies of Connecticut and New-Haven. 

THe people of New-Plimouth had carried on a trade 
upon Connecticut river for nearly two years before they 
erected a trading houſe. 'They found the country to 
be excellent and the trade profitable ; but that, were 
there a houſe and company to receive the commodities 
which were brought down from the inland country, 
the profits would be much greater. The country a- 


+ Doug. Vol. II. p. 222. 
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bounded with beaver. The Dutch purchaſed not leſs Book I- 
than ten thouſand ſkins annually. Plimouth and Maſ- r 
ſachuſetts people ſometimes, ſent, in a ſingle ſhip, for 1633. 


England, a thouſand pounds ſterling worth of otter and 
beaver ſkins. The extent of Connecticut river, the 
numerous Indians upon it, and the eaſy communication 
which they had with the lakes, and natives of Canada, 
gave an extenſive opening for a trade in furs, ſkins, 
corn, hemp and all kinds of commodities which the 
country aftorded. 

Tuis was a year of great ſickneſs at Phmouth. They 
loſt twenty of their people. Some of them were their 
principal and moſt uſeful inhabitants. | 

Ir was a dreadful year to the Indians in the Maſſa- 


chuſetts. Two ſachems with a great part of their In- yqgrtajity 


dians died. The ſmall pox which ſpread among them, among the 
Indians in 
Nov. and 


was the occaſion of the mortality. The people of Maſ- 
ſachuſetts ſhewed them great kindneſs in their diſtreſs. 
Several towns received their children to prevent their 
taking the infection, and to nurſe and fave them if they 
had taken it; but the moſt of them died notwithſtand- 
ing all the care and pains, which could be exerciſed to- 
wards them. When their own people forſook them, 
the Engliſh, who lived near them, went to their wig- 
wams and miniſtred to them. Some families ſpent al- 
moſt their whole time with them. One Engliſhman 
buried thirty of their dead in one day.* 


CHAPTER: I. 


Tus Hate of the country of Connecticut when the ſettlement 


of the colony began. Its trees and fruits. Its animals. 


Number, ſituation, genius, manners, arms, utenſils and 
wars of the Indians. 


HEN the Engliſh became firſt acquainted with 
that tract compriſed within the ſettled part of 
Connecticut, it was a vaſt wilderneſs. There were no 


pleaſant fields, nor gardens, no public roads, nor cleared 


plats. Except in places where the timber had been de- 
ſtroyed, and its growth prevented by frequent fires, the 


* Winthrop*s Journal, p. 59. 
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Book I. groves were thick and lofty. The Indians ſo often burn- f 
YN cd the country, to take deer and other wild game that in 


1633. 


Trees. 


Natural 
fruits. 


many of the plain, dry parts of it, there was but little ſmall 
timber. Where lands were thus burned there grew 
bent graſs, or as ſome called it, thatch, two, three, and 
four feet high, according to the ſtrength of the land. 
This with other combuſtible matter, which the fields 
and groves produced, when dry, in the ſpring and fall, 
burned with violence and killed all the ſmall trees. 
The large ones eſcaped and generally grew to a notable 
height and magitude. In this manner the natives ſo 
thinned the groves, that they were able to plant their 
corn and obtain a crop. 

TRE conſtant fall of foliage, with the numerous 
kinds of weeds and wild graſs, which annually died and 
putrified on the lands, yielded a conſtant manure, and 
exccedingly enriched them. Vegetation was rapid and 
all the natural productions of the country luxuriant. 

Ir abounded with the fineſt oaks of all kinds, with 
cheſnut, walnut and wild cherry trees, with all kinds 
of maple, beech, birch, aſh and elm. The butternut 
tree, buttonwood, baſswood, poplar and ſaſſafras trees 
were to be found generally upon all tracts in Connecti- 
cut. White, yellow and pitch pine, white and red ce- 
dar, hemlock and ſpruce grew plenteouſly in many pla- 
ces. In the north and north weſtern part of the colony 
were excellent groves of pine, with ſpruce and fir trees. 
The white wood tree alſo, notable for its height and 
magnitude, making excellent boards and clapboards, was 
the natural growth of the country. In ſome towns 
white wood trees have grown in great abundance. 
All other kinds of ſmall trees, of leſs utility, common to 
New-England, flouriſh in Connecticut. 

Tre country abounded with a great variety of wild 
fruit. In the proves were walnuts, cheſnuts, butter- 
nuts, hazlenuts and acorns in great abundance. Wild 
cherries, currants and plumbs were natural productions. 
In the low lands, on the banks of the rivers, by the 
brooks and gutters, there was a, variety and plenty of 
grapes. The country alſo abounded with an almoſt 
endleſs variety of eſculent and medicinal berries, herbs 
and roots. Among the principal and moſt delicious of 
theſe were ſtrawberries, blackberries of various kinds, 
raſpberries, dewberries, whortleberries, bilberries, blue- 
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berries and mulberries. Cranberries alſo grew plenteouſly Book I. | 
1 in the meadows, which when well prepared furniſh a | 
, rich and excellent ſauce. Juniperberries, barberries and 16333. 
1 bayberries, which are of the medicinal kind grow 
: ſpontaneouſly in Connecticut. The latter is an excel- 
E lent and uſeful berry, producing a moſt valuable tallow. | 
x It is of a beautiful green and has a fine perfume. Be | 
ſide theſe, there was a profuſion of various other kinds | 
. of berries of leſs conſideration. Some even of theſe, | 
I however, are very uſeful in various kinds, of dyes and 
4 in certain medicinal applications. 
Tux earth ſpontaneouſly produced ground nuts, ar- 
f tichokes, wild leeks, onions, garlicks, turnips, wild 
4 pou plantain, radiſh and other eſculent roots and 
bherbs. 
PINES AMONG the principal medicinal vegetables of Con- 
| necticut are the blood root, ſeneca ſnakeroot, liquorith 
h root, dragon root, pleuriſy root ſ, ſpikenard, elecampane, 
15 ſolomon s ſeal, ſarſaparilla, ſenna, bitterſweet, ginſeng, 
8 angelica, maſterwort, motherwort, lungwort, conſump- ,, .. . , 
tion root, f great and ſmall canker weed, high and low vegeta- 
* centaury, ſweet and blue flag, elder, maidenhair, pen- bles. 
5 nyroyal, celandine, mallow, marſh mallow, ſlippery elm, 
£ adder's tongue and rattleſnake weed. Indeed a great 
proportion of the roots and plants of the country, with 
'y the bark, buds and roots of many of the trees are uſed 
4 maedicinally. There is a great variety of plants and 
d flowers, the names and virtues of which are not known. 
258 THE country was no leſs productive of animals, than of 
* natural fruit. In the groves there was a plenty of deer, Animals. 
ro mooſe, fat bears, turkies, herons, partridges, quails, pi- 
to geons and other wild game, which were excellent for 
11 food. There were ſuch incredible multitudes of pi- 
| 5 « 
. + Efſclepias decumbens. 
illd 1 This is the Geum Urbanum of Linnœus. It is known in 
15, © Britain by the name of Herb Bennet, or common Arent. Dr. 
he Buchhave, from long experience, recommends it as much ſu- 
perior to the Peruvian bark, in the cure of periodical and other 
of | > diſeaſes. Medical commentaries by a ſociety ef Phyſicians in 
oſt ZZ Edinburgh, vol. VII. p. 279 to 288. He repreſents three ounces 
bs bot this root, as equal to a pound of the cortex. 
of © F. The roots and flowers of America would be the moſt val- 
15 na ble addition to the works of the celebrated Linnœus which 
could be made. 
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geons, in New-England when the Engliſh became firſt: 
acquainted with it, as filled them with a kind of aſton- 
iſhment. Such numerous and extenſive flocks would be 
ſeen flying for ſome hours, in the morning, that they 
would obſcure the light. An American hiſtorian 
writes, „ It paſſeth credit, if but the truth ſhould be 
« wiltten.”* 

CoNNECTICUT abounded in furs. Here were otters, 
beaver, the black, grey and red fox, the racoon, mink, 
muikrat and various other animals, of the fur kind. 
The wolf, wild cat and other animals, common in New- 
England, were equally ſo in Connecticut. Wolves 
were numerous in all parts of New-England, when the 
ſettlements commenced, and did great damage to the 
planters, killing their ſheep, calves and young cattle. 

Tre country afforded an almoſt incredible plenty of 
water-fowl. In the bays, creeks, rivers and ponds were 
wild geeſe, and ducks of all kinds, wigeons, ſheldrapes, 
broadbills, teel of various ſorts, and other fowl, which 
were both wholeſome and palatable. In the waters, on 
the ſhores, and in the ſands, were lobſters, oyſters, clams 
and all kinds of ſhell aſh in abundance. Moſt of theſe 
are reckoned among the dainties of the table. 

Ix the feas, bays, rivers and ponds, there was a variety, 
and an innumerable multitude of fiſh. Connecticut 
river, in particular was diftinguiſhed for that plenty and 
variety which it afforded in the proper ſeaſon: eſpecially 
for thoſe excellent ſalmon with which its waters were 
repleniſhed. 

As Connecticut abounded in wild animals, ſo it did 
alſo with wild and ſavage men. In no part of New- 
England were the Indians ſo numerous, in proportion 
to the extent of territory, as in Connecticut. The ſea 
coaſt, harbours, bays, numerous ponds and ſtreams with 
which the country abounded, the almoſt incredible 
plenty of fiſh and fowl which it afforded, were exceed- 
ingly adapted to their convenience and mode of living. 
The exceeding fertility of the meadows, upon ſeveral 
of its rivers, and in ſome other parts of it, the excellen- 
cy of its waters, and the ſalubrity of the air, were al! 
circumſtances, which naturally collected them in grez: 


* Prince's Chron. part II. p. 21. 
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numbers to this tract. Neither wars, nor ſickneſs had 
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Book I. 


ſo depopulated this, as they had ſome other parts f 


New England. 

From the accounts given of the Connecticut Indians, 
they cannot be eſtimated at leſs than twelve or ſixteen 
thouſands. They might poſſibly amount to twenty. 
They could muſter, at leaſt three or four thouſand war- 
riors.* It was ſuppoſed, in 1633, that the river Indians 
only could bring this number into the field. Theſe 
were principally included within the ancient limits of 
Windſor, Hartford, Wethersfield and Middletown. 
Within the town of Windſor only, there were ten diſ- 
tinct tribes, or ſovereignties. About the year 1670 
their bowmen were reckoned at two thouſands. At 
that time it was the general opinion, that there were 
nineteen Indians, in that town, to one Engliſhman. 
There was a great body of them in the centre of the 
town. They had a large fort a little north of the plat 
on which the firſt meeting-houſe was erected. On the 
eaſt ſide of the river, on the upper branches of the Po- 
dunk, they were very numerous. There were alſo a 
great number in Hartford. Beſides thoſe on the weſt 
ſide of the river there was a diſtinct tribe in Eaſt-Hart- 
ford. Theſe were principally fituated upon the Po- 
dunk, from the northern boundary of Hartford to its 
mouth, where it empties into Connecticut river. 'To- 
tanimo, their firſt ſachem with whom the Engliſh had 
any acquaintance, commanded two hundred bowmen, 
Theſe were called the Podunk Indians. 

Ar Mattabeſick, now Middletown, was the 


great 


 fachem Sowheag. His fort, or caſtle, was on the high 
ground facing the river, and the adjacent country on 


both ſides of the river was his ſachemdom. This was 
extenſive comprehending the ancient boundaries of- 
Wethersfield, then called Pyquaug, as well as Middle- 
town. Sequin was ſagamore at Pyquaug, under Sow- 
heag, when the Engliſh began their ſettlements. On 
the eaſt ſide of the river, in the tract ſince called Chat- 
kam was a conſiderable clan called the Wongung In- 
dians. At Machemoodus, now called Eaſt-Haddam 
was a numerous tribe, famous for their pawaws and 


* Winthrop's Journal p. 51. 
1 Manuſcripts from Windſor, 


1633. 


Their 
numbers. 


Situation. 


Forts, 
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worſhipping of evil ſpirits. South of theſe, in the 
eaſtermoſt part of Lime, were the weſtern Nehanticks. 
Theſe were confederate with the Pequots. South and 
eaſt of them, from Connecticut river to the eaſtern 
boundary line of the colony, and north eaſt or north to 
its northern boundary line, lay the Pequot, and Mohea- 
gan country. This tract was nearly thirty miles ſquare, 
including the counties of New-London, Windham and 
the principal part of the county of Tolland. 9 

His roklANs have treated of the Pequots and Mohea- 
gans as two diſtinct tribes, and have deſcribed the Pe- 
quot country as lying principally within the three towns 
of New-Jondon, Groton and Stonington. All the 
tract above this, as far north and eaſt as has been deſ- 


- cribed, they have repreſented as the Moheagan country. 


Moſt of the towns in this tract, if not all of them hold 
their lands by virtue of deeds from Uncas, or his ſuc- 
ceſſors, the Moheagan ſachems. It is however much to 
be doubted whether the Moheagans were a diſtinct na- 
tion from the Pequots. They appear to have been a 
part of the ſame nation, named from the place of their 
ſituation. Uncas was evidently of the royal line of the 
Pequots, both by his father and mother; and his wife 
was daughter of Tatobam, one of the Pequot ſachems. 
He appears to have been a captain or petty ſachem un- 
der Saflacus the great prince of the nation. When the 
Engliſh firſt came to Connecticut, he was in a ſtate of 
rebellion againſt him, in confequence of ſome miſunder- 
ſtanding between them; and of little power or conſe- 
quence among the Indians. 

Tre Pequots were by far the moſt warlike nation in 
Connecticut, or even in New-England. The tradition 
is, that they were originally an inland tribe; but, by 
their proweſs, came down and ſettled themſelves, in 
that fine country along the ſea coaſt from Nehantick to 
Narraganſet bay. When the Engliſh began their ſettle- 
ments at Connecticut, Saſſacus had twenty-ſix ſachems, 
or principal war captains under him. The next to him- 
ſelf, in dignity, was Mononottoh. The chief ſeat of 


Manuſcripts of the Rev. Mr. Hoſmore. 


Prefident Clap's manuſcripts and Chandler's map of the 
Moheagan country. 
{| Preface to captain Maſon's hiſtory, and genealogy of Un- 
cas upon the records of Conneicut, 
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theſe Indians was at New-London and Groton. New- Book I 


London was their principal harbor, and called Pequot 
harbor. "They had another ſmall harbor at the mouth 
of Miſtic river. Their principal fort was on a comman- 
ding and moſt beautiful eminence, in the town of Gro- 
ton, a few miles ſouth eaſterly from fort Griſwold. It 
commanded one of the fineſt proſpects of the ſound 
and the adjacent country, which is to be found upon 
the coaſt. This was the royal fortreſs, where the chief 
ſachem had his reſidence. He had another fort near 
Miſtic river, a few miles to t 1e eaſtward of this, called 
Miſtic fort. This was alſo er ed upon a beautiful hill, 
or eminence, gradually deſcen ag towards the ſouth 
and ſoutheaſt. The Pequots, Noheagans, and Nehan- 
ticks could, doubtleſs, muſter a thouſand bowmen. 
The Pequots only were eſtimated at ſeven hundred war- 
riors. Upon the loweſt computation we therefore find, 
at leaſt, three thouſand warriors on the river ConneCti- 
cut and in the eaſtern part of the colony. If we reckon 
every third perſon a bowman, as ſome have imagined, 
then the whole number of Indians, in the town and tract 
mentioned, would be nine thouſands ; but if there were 
but one to four or five, as is moſt probable, then there 
were twelve or fifteen thouſands. 

Weser of Connecticut river and the towns upon it, 
there were not only ſcattering families in almoſt every 
part, but in ſeveral places great bodies of Indians. At 


Symſbury and New-Hartſord they were numerous; and 


upon thoſe fine meadows, formed by the meanders of 


the little river, at Tunxis, now Farmington, and the 


lands adjacent was another very large clan. There was 


a ſmall tribe at Guilford, under the ſachem ſquaw, or 


queen, of Menunkatuck. At Brandford and Eaſt-Haven 


there was another. 'They had a famous burying ground 


at Eaſt-Haven, which they viſited and kept up, with 
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much ceremony, for many years after the ſettlement of 


New-Haven. 
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Forts and 
chief ſeat. 


Ar Milford, Derby, Stratford, Norwalk, Stamford Milford 


and Greenwich their numbers were formidable. 

Ar Milford, the Indian name of which was Wopowage, 
there were great numbers ; not only in the centre of the 
town, but ſouth of it, at Milford point. In the fields 
there, the ſhells brought on by the original inhabitants, 
are ſaid to be ſo deep, that they never have been plough- 


Indians. 
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ed, or dug through even to this day. On the weſt part 
of the town was another party. They had a ſtrong for- 
treſs with flankers at the four corners, about half a mile 
north of Stratford ferry. This was built as a defence 
againſt the Mohawks. At Turkey hill, in the north- 
weſt part of Milford, there was another large ſettle- 
ment. 

Ix Derby there were two large clans. There was 
one at Pauguſſet. This clan erected a ſtrong fort againſt 
the Mohawks, ſituated on the bank of the river nearly a 


mile above Derby ferry. At the falls of Naugatuk river, 


four or five miles above, was another tribe. 

AT Stratford the Indians were equally if not more 
numerous. In that part of the town only, which 1s 
comprized within the limits of Huntington, their war- 
riors after the Engliſh had knowledge of them, were eſ- 
timated at three hundred; and, before this time they 
had been much waſted by the Mohawks. 

TE Indians at Stamford and Greenwich, and in that 
vicinity, probably, were not inferior in numbers to thoſe 
at Stratford. There were two or three tribes of Indians 


in Stamford when the Engliſh began the ſettlement of 


the town. In Norwalk were two petty ſachemdoms ; 
ſo that within theſe towns there was a large and dange- 
rous body of ſavages. Theſe, with the natives between 
them and Hudſon's river, gave extreme trouble to the 
Dutch. 'The Norwalk and Stamford Indians gave great 
alarm, and occaſioned much expenſe to the Engliſh, at- 
ter they made ſettlements in that part of the colony. 

Ix the town of Woodbury there were alſo great 
numbers of Indians. The moſt numerous body ot: 


them was in that part of the town, ſince named South- | 


Britain. 

Ir would doubtleſs be a moderate computation to 
reckon all theſe different clans at a thouſand warriors, 
or four or five thouſand people. There muſt therefore 
have been ſixteen, and it may be twenty thouſand In. 
dians in Connecticut when the ſettlement of it com- 
menced. 

East of Connecticut were the Narraganſet Indians. 
Theſe were a numerous and powerful body. When 
the Engliſh ſettled Plimouth their fighting men were 
reckoned at three or four thouſand. Fifty years after 


} Prince's Chror. p. 116. 


1 


5 2 
7% PE IP * 7 Bee . — 
r 


Car. III. OF CONNECTICUT, 


37 


this time, they were eſtimated at two thouſand. The Book I. 
Pequots and Narraganſets maintained perpetual war, 
and kept up an implacable animoſity between them. 1633. 


The Narraganſets were the only Indians, in the vicinity 
of the Pequots, which they had not conquered. To 
theſe their very name was dreadful. They faid “ Saſ- 
ſacus was all one God; no man could kill him. 

ON the northeaſterly and northern part of the colo- 


ny were the Nipmuck Indians. Their principal ſeat Nipmuck 
was about the great ponds in Oxford, in Maſſachuſetts, Indians. 


but their territory extended ſouthward into Connecti- 
cut more than twenty miles. This was called the Wab- 
bequaſſet and Whetſtone country : and ſometimes, the 
Moheagan conquered country, as Uncas had conquered 
and added it to his ſachemdom. 5 

Tart Connecticut, and indeed all the New-England 
Indians, were large, ſtrait, well proportioned men. 


Their bodies were firm and active, capable of enduring Deſcrip- 


the greateſt fatigues and hardſhips. Their paſſive cour- 
age was almoſt incredible. When tortured in the moſt 
cruel manner; though flayed alive, though burnt with 
fire, cut or torn limb from limb, they would not groan, 
nor ſhow any ſigns of diſtreſs. Nay in ſome inſtances 
they would glory over their tormentors, ſaying that their 
hearts would never be ſoft until they were cold, and re- 
preſenting their torments as ſweet as Engliſhmen's ſu- 
gar.] When travelling in ſummer, or winter, they re- 
garded neither heat nor cold. They were exceedingly 
light of foot, and would travel or run a very great diſ- 
tance in a day. Mr. Williams ſays, „ I have known 
e them run between eighty and a hundred miles in a 


„ {ummer's day and back again within two days.” As 


they were accuftomed to the woods, they ran in them 
nearly as well as on plain ground. They were exceed- 
ingly quick ſighted, to difcover their enemy, or their 
game, and equally artful to conceal themſelves. Their 
features were tolerably regular. Their faces are gene- 
rally full as broad as thoſe of the Engliſh, but flatter ; 
they have a ſmall, dark coloured good eye, coarſe black 


Major Maſon's hiſtory of the Pequot war. 


y Prefident Clap's manuſcripts, and Chandler's map of the 
Moheagan country. 


Hubbard's Narrative p. 130 and 172. 
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Boox I. hair, and a fine white ſet of teeth. The Indian chit- 
YV dren when born, are nearly as white, as the Engliſh 


1633. 


Genius. 


Treat- 
ment of 
the wo- 
men, 


children; but as they grow up their ſkin grows darker 
and becomes nearly of a copper colour. The ſhapes 
both of the men and women, eſpecially the latter are 
excellent. A crooked Indian is rarely if ever to be feen. 

Tun Indians in general were quick of apprehenſion, 
ingenious, and when pleaſed nothing could exceed their 
courteſy and friendſhip. Gravity and eloquenee diſ- 
tinguiſhed them in council, addreſs and bravery in war, 
They were not more eaſily provoked than the Engliſh ; 
but when once they had received an injury, it was never 
forgotten. In anger they were not, like the Engliſh, 
talkative and boiſterous, but ſullen and revengeful. In- 
deed, when they were exaſperated nothing could exceed 
their revenge and cruelty. When they have fallen into 
the power of an enemy, they have not been known to 


beg for life, nor even to accept it when offered them. 


They bave ſcemed rather to court death.“ They were 
exceedingly improvident. If they had a ſupply for the 
preſent, they gave themſelves no trouble for the future. 
The men declined all labor, and ſpent their time in 
hunting, fiſhing, ſhooting, and warlike exerciſes. They 
were excellent markſmen, and rarely miſſed their game 
whether running or flying. | 

Tur impoſed all the drudgery upon their women. 
They gathered and brought home their wood, planted, 
dreficd and gathered in their corn. They carried 
home the venifon, fiſh and fowl, which the men took 
in hunting. When they travelled, the women carried 
the children, packs and provihons. The Indian wom- 
en ſubmitted patiently to fuch treatment, conſidering it 
as the hard lot of the woman. This ungenerous uſage 
of their haughty lords, they repaid with {miles and 

ood humour. 

IT has been common among all heathen nations to 
treat their women as ſlaves, and their children in infan- 
ey, with little tendernefs. The Indian men cared little 
for their children when young, and were ſuppoſed at 
certain times, to ſacrifice them to the devil. Chriſtian- 
ity only provides for that tender and honorable treat- 


* Jefferſon's notes p. 108, 109, and Hubbard's Narrative p. 
130, 172. 
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ment of the woman, which is due to the ſex formed of Boo I. 
man. This alone provides for the tender care, nurſing 
and education of her offspring, and is moſt favorable to 1633. 


domeſtic happineſs, to the life and dignity of man. 

Tux Indian women were ſtrong and maſculine; and 
as they were more inured to exerciſe and hardſhip than 
the men, were even more firm and capable of fatigue 
and ſufferng than they. They endured the pains of 
child-bearing without a groan. It was not uncommon 
for them, ſoon after labor, to take their children upon 
their backs and travel as they had done before.+ 


Tux clothing of the Indians in New-England, was p,.c;. 


the ſkins of wild beaſts. 'The men threw a light man- 
tle of ſkins over them, and wore a ſmall flap which was 
called Indian breeches. 'They were not very careful 
however to conceal their nakedneſs. The women were 
much more modeſt. 'They wore a coat of ſkins, girt 
about their loins, which reached down to their hams.— 
They never put this off in company. If the huſband 
choſe to ſell his wives beaver petticoat, ſhe could not be 
perſuaded to part with it, until he had provided another 
of ſome ſort. 

In the winter, their blanket of ſkins, which hung 
looſe in the ſummer, was tied or wrapped more cloſe- 
ly about them. The old men in the ſevere ſeaſons 
alſo wore a ſort of trowſers made of ſkins and faſtened to 
their girdles. 'They wore ſhoes without heels, which 
they called mockaſſins. Theſe were made generally of 
mooſe hide but ſometimes of buck ſkin. They were 
ſhaped entirely to the foot, gathered at the toes and 


round the ankles, and made faſt with ſtrings. 
THEIR ornaments were pendants in their ears and Orna- 
Theſe were in ments. 


noſe, carved of bone, ſhells and ſtone. 
the form of birds, beaſts and fiſhes. They alſo wore 
belts of wampompeag upon their arms, over their ſhoul- 
ders and about their loins. They cut their hair into va- 
rious antic forms and ſtuck them with feathers. They 
alſo by inciſions into which they conveyed a black or 
blue, unchangeable ink, made on their cheeks, arms, 
and other parts of their bodies, the figures of mooſe, 


+ Woods's proſpect of New-England, Neal and Hutchinſon, 


* Hiſt, N. E. vol. I. p. 45. Hutchinſon vol. I. p. 462 to 
467. 
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deer, bears, wolves, hawks, eagles and all ſuch living 
creatures as were moſt agreeable to their fancies.— 
Theſe pictures were indelible and laſted during life.—- 
The ſache:ns, on great days, when they deſigned to ſhow 
themſelves in the full ſplendor of Majeſty, not only cov- 
cred themſelves with mantles of mooſe, or deer ſkins, 
with various embroideries of white beads, and with 
paintings of different kinds; but they wore the ſkin of a 
bear, wild cat or ſome terrible creature upon their 
ſhoulders and arms. They had alfo necklaces of fiſh 
bones, and painting themſelves in a frightful manner, 
made a molt ferocious and horrible appearance. The 
warriors, who, on public occaſions, dreſſed themſelves 
in the moſt wild and terrific forms were conſidered as the 
beſt men, | 

Taz Indian houſes or wigwams, were, at beſt, but 
poor {moky cells. They were conſtructed generally 
like arbours, of ſmall young trees bent and twiſted to- 
gether, and fo curiouſly covered with mats or bark, 
that they were tolerably dry and warm. The In- 
dians made their fire in the centre of the houſe, and 
there was an openiag at the top, which emitted the 
ſmoke. For the convenience of wood and water, theſe 
huts were commonly erecicd in groves ; near ſome riv- 
er, brook or living ſpring. When the wood failed the 
tamily removed to another place. 

Trey lived in a poor low manner. Their food was 
coarſe and imple, without any kind of ſeaſoning. They 
had neither ſpice, ſalt, nor bread. They had neither 
butter, cheeſe, nor milk. They drank nothing better 
than the water which ran in the brook or ſpouted from 
the ſpring. 'They fed on the fleſh and entrails of 
mooſe, deer, bears, and all kinds of wild beaſts and 
fowls : on fiſh, eels and creeping things. They had 
good ſtomachs and nothing came amiſs. In the hunt- 
ing and ſiſhing ſeaſons, they had veniſon, mooſe, fat 
bears, racoons, geeſe, turkies, ducks, and fiſh of all 
kinds. In the ſummer they had green corn, beans, 
ſquaſhes and the various fruits which the country nat- 
urally produced. In the winter they ſubſiſted on corn, 
beans, fith, nuts, groundnuts, acorns, and the very 
gleanings of the grove. 

Tur had no ſet meals, but, like other wild creatures, 
ate when they were hungry, and could find any thing 
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to ſatisfy the cravings of nature. Sometimes they had Book J. | 
little or nothing, for ſeveral days; but when they had ww | 
proviſions, they feaſted. If they faſted, for ſome time, 755: 
they were ſure at the next meal to make up for all they t 
had loſt before. They had but little food from the meals. 
> earth, except what it ſpontaneouſly produced. Indian 
corn, beans and ſquaſhes were the only catables for 
which the natives in New-England labored. The 
earth was both their ſeat and their table. With trench- | 
ers, knives, and napkins they had no acquaintance. 
Tukin houſehold furniture was of ſmall value. 
Their beſt bed was a mat or ſkin; they had neither Oe 
chair nor ſtool. They ever ſat upon the ground, com- ture, 
monly with their elbows upon their knees. This is the 
manner in which their great warriors and counſellors 
now fit, even in the molt public treaties, with the Eng- 
liſh. A few wooden and ſtone veſſels and inſtruments 
ſerved all the purpoſes of domeſtic life. They had no 
92 ſteel nor iron inſtrument. Their knife was a ſharp Utcufils. 
n- ; ſtone, ſhell, or kind of reed, which they ſharpened in 
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ſuch a manner, as to cut their hair, make their bows 


ie and arrows, and ſerved for all the purpoſes of a knife. 
ſe They made them axes of ſtone. "Theſe they ſhaped 
v- ſomewhat ſimilar to our axes; but with this difference, 
he that they were made with a neck inſtead of an eye, and 
faſtened with a withe, like a blackſmith's chiſſel. They 
as had mortars, and ſtone peſtles and chiſſels. Great 
ey numbers of theſe have been found in the country, and 
er kept by the people, as curioſities. They dreſſed their | 
er corn with a clamſhell, or with a ſtick made flat and | 
m | ſharp at one end. Theſe were all the utenſils which | 
of they had either for domeſtic uſe, or for huſbandry. 
1d THEIR arts and manufactures were confined to a 
ad very narrow compaſs. Their only weapons were bows Arts and 
t- and arrows, the tomahawk and the wooden ſword or manufac- 
fat fpear. Their bows were of the common conſtruction. utes. 
al! Their bowſtrings were made of the ſinews of deer, or 
1s, of the Indian hemp. Their arrows were conſtructed of 


it= young elder ſticks, or of other ſtrait ſticks and reeds. 
n, Xx Theſe were headed with a ſharp flinty ſtone or with 
rr = bones. The arrow was cleft at one end, and the ſtone 

or bone was put in and faſtened with a ſmall cord. 
The tomakawk was a ſtick of two or three feet in length, 
with a knob at the end. Sometimes it was a ſtone 
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Bock I. hatchet, or a ſtick with a piece of deers horn at one end, 

nn the form of a pick axe. Their ſpear was a ſtrait 

1633- piece of wood, ſharpened at one end and hardened in 
the fire, or headed with bone or ſtone. 

Wir reſpect to navigation they had made no im- 
provements beyond the conſtruction and management 
of the hollow trough or canoe. They made their ca- 
noes of the cheſnut, - whitewood and pine trees. As 
theſe grew ſtrait to a great length, and were exceedingly 
large as well as tall, they conſtructed ſome, which would 
carry ſixty or eighty men.“ Theſe were firſt rates; 
but commonly they were not more than twenty feet in 
length, and two in breadth. The Pequots had many 
of theſe, in which they paſſed over to the Iſlands, and 
warred againſt and plundered the Iſlanders. The In- 
dians upon Long-Iſland had a great number of canoes, 
of the largeſt kind. 

Tas conſtruction of theſe, with ſuch miſerable tools 

Indian ca- as the Indians poſſeſſed, was a great curioſity. The 
noes, con- manner Was this. When they had found a tree to their 
ſtructed. purpoſe; to fell it they made a fire at the root, and 
kept burning it and cutting it with their ſtone axe un- 
til it fell. Then they kindled a fire, at ſuch a diſtance 
from the butt as they choſe, and burned it off again. 
By burning and working with their axe and ſcraping 
with ſharp ſtones and ſhells, they made it hollow and 
ſmooth. In the ſame manner they ſhaped the ends, and 

finiſhed it to their wiſhes. 
Tux conſtructed nets, twenty and thirty feet in 
Nets and length, for fiſhing ; eſpecially for the purpoſe of catch- 
hooks. ing ſturgeon. Theſe were wrought with cords of In- 
dian hemp, twiſted by the hands of the women. They 
had alſo hooks made of flexible bones, which they uſed 

for fiſhing. 

WITH reſpeCt to religion and morals, the Indians in 
New-England were in the moſt deplorable condition. 
They believed that there was a great SPIRIT, or Gon, 
als, whom they called KircyuTan. They imagined that he 
dwelt far away in the ſouthweſt, and that he was a 
* Gop. But they worſhipped a great variety of gods. 
They paid homage to the fire and water, thunder and 
lightning, and to whatever they imagined to be ſuperi- 


Winthrop's Journal p. 54. 
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or to themſelves, or capable of doing them an injury. Book I. 
They paid their principal homage to Hobbamocko. Lo 
They imagined that he was an evil ſpirit and did them 1633. 
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miſchief ; and fo, from fear, they worſhipped him, to 


keep him in good humour. They appeared to have no 


idea of a ſabbath, and not to regard any particular day 
more than another. But in times of uncommon dittrefs, 
by reaſon of peſtilence, war or famine ; and upon occa- 
ſion of great victories and triumph, and after the in- 
gathering of the fruits, they aſſembled in great numbers, 
for the celebration of their ſuperſtitious rites. The 
whole country, men women and children came together 
upon theſe ſolemnities. The manner of their devotion 
was to kindle large fires in their wigwams, or more 
commonly in the open fields, and to ſing and dance 
round them in a wild and violent manner. Sometimes 


they would all ſhout aloud with the moſt antic and hid- 


eous notes. They made rattles of ſhells which they 
ſhook, in a wild and violent manner, to fill up the con- 
fuſed noiſe. After the Engliſh ſettled in Connecticut, 
and they could purchaſe kettles of braſs, they uſed to 
ſtrain ſkins over them and beat upon them to augment 
their wretched muſic. They often continued theſe 


- wild and tumultuous exerciſes inceffantly for four or five 


hours, until they were worn down and ſpent with fa- 


tigue. Their prieſts or powaws led in thefe exerciſes. 
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They were dreſſed in the moſt odd and ſurpriſing man- 
ner, with ſkins of odious and frighful creatures about 
their heads, faces, arms and bodies. They painted 


themſelves in the moſt ugly forms, which could be de- 
viſed. They ſometimes ſang, and then broke forth into 
ſtrong invocations, with ſtarts, and ftrange motions and 


paſſions. When theſe pauſed, the other Indians groan- 
ed, making wild and doleful ſounds, At theſe times 
they ſacrificed their ſkins, Indian money and the beſt of 
their treaſures, Theſe were taken, by the powaws, and 
all caſt into the fires and conſumed together. After 
the Engliſh came into the country, and they had hatch- 


> ets and kettles, they ſacrificed theſe in the ſame manner. 
AY The Engliſh were alſo perſuaded, that they, at ſome- 


times, ſacrificed their children, as well as their moſt 


Magnalia B. III. p. 192. 
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valuable commoditics. No Indians in Connecticut were 


Wa more noted for theſe ſuperſtitions than thoſe of Wopo- 


1633. 
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wage, and Machemoodus. Milford people obſerving an 
Indian child, nearly at one of theſe times of their devo. 
tion, trailed 5 in an extraordinary manner, with all kind; 
of Indian finery, had the curioſity to enquire what could 
be the reaſon. The Indians anſwered, that it was to 
be ſacrificed, and the people ſuppoſed, that it was given 
to the devil. The evil ſpirit, which the New-England 
Indians called Hobbamocko, the Virginia Indians called 


Okee. So deluded were theſe unhappy people, that 7 


they believed theſe barbarous ſacrifices to be abſolutely 
neceſſary. They imagined that unleſs they appeaſed 


and conciliated their gods, in this manner, they would 
neither ſuffer them to have peace, nor harveſts, fiſh, : 


veniſon, fat bears, nor turkeys; but would viſit them 
with a general deitruction. 

WirtH reſpect to morals they were indeed miſerably 
depraved. Mr. Williams and Mr. Callender, who, at an 


early period were acquainted with the Indians, in 


Rhode-Iſland, Mr. Hooker and others have repreſented 


them as ſunk into the loweſt ſtate of moral turpitude, : 


and as the very dregs of human nature.“ Though the 
character which they gave them was, in ſome reſpects 


exaggerated and abſurd, yet it cannot be denied, that 


they were worſhippers of evil ſpirits, lars, theives and 
murderers. They certainly were inſidious and re- 


vengeful almoſt without a parallel: and they wallowed % 


in all the filth of wantonneſs. Great pains were taken 


with the Narraganſett and Connecticut Indians to civil 


1ze them and teach them chriſtianity ; but the ſachems * 


rejected the goſpel with indignation and contempt. 
They would not ſuffer it to be preached to their ſubjects. 


Indeed both made it a public intereſt to oppoſe its prop- | 


agation among them. Their policy, religion and man. 
ners were directly oppoſed to its pure doctrines and 
morals. 

Tur manner of their courtſhip and marriages mani- 
felted their impurity. When a young Indian wiſhed 
for marriage, he preſented the girl with whom he was 
enamoured, with bracelets, belts and chains of wam- 
pum. If ſhe received his preſents they cohabited to- 


* Williams's manuſcripts, and Mr. Callender's ſermon. 
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re gether, for a time upon trial. If they pleaſed each oth- Boor I. 
bo-: er they were joined in marriage: but if after a fe- 
an weeks, they were not ſuited, the man, leaving his pre- 1633. 
vo- ſents, quitted the girl and ſought another miſtreſs, and 

nds e another lover.“ In this manner they courted until 

uld two met who were agrecable to each other. Before 

; to marriage the conſent of the ſachem was obtained, and 

ven he always joined the hands of the young pair in wedlock. 

and TIE Indians in general kept many concubines, and 

led never thought they had too many women. f This ef- 

hat pecially was the caſe with their ſachems. They choſe : 
tely Z their concubines agreeably to their fancy, and put them COTE 
Med | away at pleaſure. When a ſachem grew weary of any OT 
zuld * of his women, he beſtowed them upon fome of his fa- 
aſh, * vourites, or cheif men. The Indians however had one 
em wife, who was the governeſs of the family, and whom 

they generally kept during life. In caſes of adultery, 

ably the huſband either put away the guilty wife, or ſatisfied 

t an himſelf by the infliction of ſome ſevere puniſhment. 
„in Auſbands and wives, parents and children, lived to- 
ated © gether in the ſame wigwams, without any different 
ude, * apartment, and made no great privacy of ſuch actions 
the as the chaſter animals keep from open view 
ets * THe Indian government generally was abſolute mon- 

that 'archy. The will of the ſachem was his law. The 

and lives and intereſts of his ſubjects were at his diſpoſal. Indian 
re. But in all important affairs he conſulted his counſellors. S rn 
wed | When they had given their opinions, they deferred 8 
aken the deciſion of every matter to him. Whatever his de- 
-jivil- terminations were, they applauded his wiſdom, and | 
ems | without heſitation obeyed his commands. In council 
mpt. 55 the deportment of the ſachems was grave and majeſtic 
ects. to admiration. They appeared to be men of great diſ- 
rop- eernment and policy. Their ſpeeches were cautious 
nan- and politic. The conduct of their counſellors and ſer- 

and vants was profoundly reſpectful and ſubmiſſive. 


IAE counſellors of the Indian kings, in New-Eng- 
5 land, were termed the panieſe. Theſe were not only The pani- 
hed the wiſeſt, but largeſt and braveſt men to be found “s 
- was among their ſubjects. They were the immediate guard 
of their reſpeQve ſachems, who made neither war nor 


= * Hutchinſon vol. I. p. 461, 462. 
: = + Neal's Hiſt. N. E. p. 38, 39, 
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peace, nor attempted any weighty affair without their 


advice, In war and all great enterpriſes, dangers and 
ſufferings, theſe diſcovered a boldneſs, and firmneſs of 
mind exceeding all the other warriors. 


To preſerve this order among the Indians, great pain; | 
were taken. The ſtouteſt and moſt promiſing boys 
were choſen and trained up with peculiar care, in the 


obſervation of certain Indian rites and cuſtoms. They 
were kept from all delicious meats, trained to coarſe 


2: 


fare, and made to drink the juice of bitter herbs, until i 


it occaſioned violent vomitings. They were beaten oy. 


er their legs and ſhins with ſticks, and made to run 
through brambles, and thickets, to make them hardy 
and, as the Indians ſaid, to render them more accept. 


ble to Hobbamocko. 


Tres panieſe, or miniſters of ſtate, were in league 


with the prieſts, or powaws. 'To keep the people in 


awe, ay pretended, as well as the prieſts, to have con - 


verſe wit 
often appeared to them. 


the inviſible world; and, that Hobbamoc ko . 


AMONG the Connecticut Indians, and among all the 


Indians in New-England, the crown was hereditary al- 
ways deſcending to the eldeſt ſon. When there was no 


male iſſue, the crown deſcended to the female. The 


blood royal was held in ſuch veneration, that no one 


was confidered as heir to the crown but ſuch as were 
royally deſcended on both fides. When a female ac- 
ceded to the crown ſhe was called the ſunk ſquaw, or 
queen ſquaw. There were many petty Sachems, tribu- 
tary to other princes, on whom they were dependent 


for protection, and without whoſe conſent they mad: 


neither peace, war, nor alliances with other nations. 


THE revenues of the crown conſiſted in the contribu- ; 
tions of the people. They carried corn and the firſt fruit ©: 


of their harveſt of all kinds, beans, ſquaſhes, roots, berries 


and nuts, and preſented them to their ſachem. The) 
made him preſents of fleſh, iſh, fowl, mooſe, bear, deer, ©: 
beaver and other ſkins. One of the panieſe was common- 


ly appointed to receive the tribute, When the Indians ©? 
brought it he gave notice to his ſachem, who went out 
to them, and by good words and ſome fmall gifts * 
preſſed his gratitude. By theſe contributions his table 


was ſupplied ; ſo that he kept open houſe for all ſtran- 


gers and travellers. Beſides, the prince claimed an ab- | 
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CAT. II. OF CONNECTICUT. 
ſolute ſovereignty over the ſeas within his dominion. 
Whatever was ſtranded on the coaſt, all wrecks and 
whales floating on the ſea, and taken were his. In 
war the ſpoils of the enemy and all the women and 
royalties of the prince conquered, belonged to him, who 
made the conqueſt... . | | 
Tu ſachem was not only examiner, judge and ex- 
ecutioner, in all criminal caſes, but in all. matters of 
juſtice between one man and another. In caſes of diſ- 
honeſty the Indians proportioned the puniſhment to the 
number of times in which the delinquent; had been 
found guilty. For the firſt offence, he was reproached 


for his villainy in the moſt diſgraceful manner; for the 


ſecond he was beaten. with a cudgel upon. his naked 
back. If he ſtill perſiſted in his diſhoneſt practices and 
was found guilty a third time, he was ſure, beſides a 
ſound drubbing, to have his noſe ſlit, that all men might 
know and avoid him. Murder was in all caſes puniſhed 
with death. 'Fhe ſachem whipped the delinquent and 
ſlit his noſe in caſes which required theſe puniſhments 
and he killed the murderer, unleſs he were at a great 
diſtance, In this caſe, in which execution could not be 
done with his own hands, he ſent his knife, by which 
it was effected. 'The Indians would not receive any 
puniſhment, which was not capital, from the hands of 


any except their ſachems. They would neither be 


| beaten, whipped, nor ſlit by an officer: But their prince 


might inflict theſe puniſhments to the greateſt extremi- 
ty, and they would neither run, cry, nor flinch. Indeed 


neither the crimes nor the puniſhments are eſteemed ſo 


infamous, among the Indians, as to groan or ſhrink un- 


der ſuffering. The ſachems were ſo abſolute in their 


government, that they contemned the limited authority 
of the Engliſh governors. 

Tre Indians had no kind of coin; but they had a 
fort of money, which they called wampum, or wam- 
pumpeag. It conſiſted of ſmall beads, moſt curiouſly 
wrought out of ſhells, and perforated in the centre, ſo 
that they might be ſtrung on belts, in chains and brace- 
lets. Theſe were of ſeveral forts. The Indians in 
Connecticut, and in New-England in general, made 


＋ Magnalia B. VI. p. 51. 
| G 
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black, blue and white wampum. Six of the white beads 
paſſed for a penny, and three of the black, or blue ones 
for the fame. The five nations made another ſort, 
which were of a purple colour. 'The white beads were 
wrought out of the inſide of the great conchs, and the 


purple, out of the inſide of the muſele ſhell. They 


were made perfectly ſmooth, and the perforation was 


done in the neateſt manner. Indeed, conſidering that 
the Indians had neither knife, drill, nor any ſteel or iron 


Language. 


inſtrument;'the workmanſhip was admirable. After the 
Engliſh ſettled in Connecticut, the Indians ſtrung theſe 
beads on belts of cloth, in a very curious manner. The 
ſquaws made caps bf cloth riſing to a peak; over the top 
of the headyand the fore part was beautified with wam- 
pum, curicufly wrought upon them. "The fix nations 
now weave and ſtring them in broad belts, which they 
give in their treaties, as a confirmation of their ſpeeches 
and the ſeals of their friendſhip.* | 

Tux Indians of Connecticut and New-England, al- 
though conſiſting of a great number of different nations 
and clans, appear all to have ſpoken radically the ſame 
language. From Piſcataqua to Connecticut, it was ſo 
nearly the ſame, that the different tribes could tolerably 
converſe together., The Moheagan or Pequot lan- 
guage was eſſentially that of all the Indians in New- 
England, aad of a great part of the Indians in the Uni- 
ted States.? The word Moheagans is a corruption of 
Muhhekaneew, in the ſingular, or of Muhhekaneok in 
the plural number. Not only the natives of New-Eng- 
land, but the Penobſcots, bordering on Nova-Scotia, 
the Indians of St. Francis, in Canada, the Delawares, 
in Pennſylvania, the Shawaneſe on the Ohio, and the 
Chippewaus, at the weſtward of lake Huron all ſpoke 
the ſame radical language. The ſame appears evident 
alſo with reſpect to the Ottowaus, Nanticooks, Mun- 
fees, Menomonees, Milifaugas, Saukies, Ottagaumies, 
Killiſtinoes, Nipegons, Algonkins, Winnebagoes and 
other Indians. The various tribes, who evidently ſpoke 
the ſame original language had different dialects; yet, 
perhaps, they differed little more from each other, than 


* Colden's hiſtory vol. I. page 3, 4, 71, 72. 

+ Hutchinſon vol. I. page 479. 

Dr. Edwards's obſervations on the language of the Muhhe - 
kantew Indians, 
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: the ſtyle of a Londoner now does from that of his great Book J. 
| 1 grandfather. The want of letters and of a ſufficient LH 
— : - correſpondence between the ſeveral nations may well 2633. 
e account for all the variations to be found among the 
„ natives in New-England, and between them and the 
5 other tribes which have been mentioned. All the 
at New-England Indians expreſſed the pronouns both 
oi ſubſtantive and adjective by prefixes and ſuſſixes, or by 
bs letters or ſyllables added at the beginnings or ends of 
ſe their nouns. ) In this reſpect there is a remarkable co- 
* incidence between this and the Hebrew ANguage, in an 
inſtance in which the Hebrew entirely differs from all 
42 the ancient and modern languages of Europe. 
Z FroM this affinity of the Indian language, with the 
- Hebrew, from their anointing their heads with oil, their 
bY dancing in their devotions, their exceſſive howlings and Affinity of 
= mourning for their dead, their computing time by nights _ e 
and moons, their giving dowries to their wives, and brew lan- 
a cauſing their women at certain ſeaſons to dwell by them- guage. - 
ag; ſelves, and ſome other circumſtances, the famous Mr. 
= John Eliot, the Indian apoſtle, was led to imagine that 
0 the American Indians were the poſterity of the diſper- 
ly ſed Ifraelites.* They uſed many figures and parables 
_ in their diſcourſes, and ſome have reported, that at cer- 
only tain ſeaſons, they uſed no knives, and never brake the 
_ bones of the creatures which they eat. It has alſo been 
of reported, that in ſome of their ſongs the word Hallelu- 
a jah might be diſtinguiſhed.+ 
i THE Indian language abounds with gutterals and 
ua, ſtrong aſpirations, and their words are generally of a 
Es, great length, f which render it peculiarly bold and ſono- 
the rous. The Indian ſpeeches, like cha of the eaſtern 
oke nations, generally were adorned with the moſt bold and 
ent ſtriking figures, and have not been inferior to any which 
un- either the Engliſh, or French have been able to make 
oy to them. The Indians in general, throughout the con- 
an 
oke $ Dr. Edwards? obſervations on the Indian language. 
yet, * Magnalia B. III. p. 192, 193. 
han ] Hutchinſon Vol. I. p. 478. 
Nummatchekodtantamoonganunonaſh was a fingle word, 
which, in Engliſh, ſignifies, Our luſts. Noowomantammoon— 
kanunnonnaſh was another, ſignifying, Our loves. Kummog- 
=, kodonattoottummooctitezongannunnonaſh was another, ex- 


preſſing no more than, Our queſtion, Magnalia B. III. p. 193. 
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Book I. tinent, were much given to ſpeech making. As elo- 
[[ quence and war were, with them, the foundations of 
103. all conſequence, the whole force of their genius was 
directed to theſe acquiſitions. In council, their opin- 
ions were always given in ſet ſpeeches ; and to perſons 
whom they highly reſpected, it was not unuſual, on 
meeting and parting, or on matters of more than com- 
mon importance, to addreſs their compliments and opin- 
ions in formal harangues. The Indians commonly 
ſpake with an unuſual animation and vchemence. l 
Tur Indians in New-England rarely if ever admitted 
the letters, L and R into their dialect; but the Mo- 
Land R hawks, whoſe language was entirely different, uſed them 
not uled both. Some of the weſtern Indians, who ſpeak the 
in the In- ſame language radically, with the Moheagans, uſe the I. 
dian dia- 
Ic& of N. The Moheagan language abounds with labials, but the 
England, Mohawk differs entirely from this, and perhaps from 
every other, in this reſpect, that it is wholly deſtitute © 
of labials. The Mohawks eſteemed it a laughable mat- 
ter indeed for men to ſhut their mouths that they might 
ſpeak.+ 
Tut Indians in Connecticut, and in all parts of Neu- 
England, made great lamentations at the burial of their 
dead. Their manner of burial was to dig-holes in the 
Burial of ground with ſtakes which were made brcad and ſhar. | 
the dead. pened at one end. Sticks were laid acroſs the bottom, 
and the corpſe, which was previouſly wrapped in ſkins 
and mats, was let down upon them. The arms, treal- 
ures, utenſils, paint and ornaments of the dead were bu- 
ried with them, and a mount of earth was raiſed upon 
the whole. In ſome inſtances the Indians appear to 
have uſed a kind of embalming, by wrapping the corpſe | 
in large quantities of a ſtrong ſcented red powder. In 
ſome parts of New-England the dead were buried in a 
ſitting poſture with their faces towards the eaſt. The 
women on theſe occaſions painted their faces with oil 
and char-coal, and while the burial was performing, 
Mourning they, with the relatives of the dead, made the moſt hide- 
ous ſhrieks, howlings and lamentations. Their mourn- 
ing continued, by turns, at night and in the morning, 
for ſeveral days. During this term all the relatives uni- 
ted in bewailing the dead. 


Colden's hiſtory vol. I. p. 16. Fr 
Neal's hiſtory N. E. vol. I. p. 29. 
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lo- : Wurd the Engliſh began the ſettlement of Connecti- Book I. 
of | cut, all the Indians both eaſt and welt of Connecticut LW 
Was | river were tributaries except the Pequots and ſome few 75 | 
: ; : a eee: ndians of 
n- = tribes, which were in alliance with them. The Pe- Conne di- 
ons quots had ſpread their conqueſts over all that part of the cut tribu- 
on ſtate eaſt of the river. They had alſo ſubjugated the taries. 
IM- Indians on the ſea coaſt as far caſtward as Guilford. 
bin- Uncas therefore, after the Pequots were conquered, 
MNnly 15 extended his claims as far as Hammonaſſet in the eaſtern 
part of that townſhip.+ The Indians in theſe parts 
tted were therefore tributaries to the Pequots. 
Mo- Tür Mohawks had not only carried their conqueſts 
nem | as far ſouthward as Virginia, but eaſtward, as far as 
the Connecticut river. The Indians therefore, in the weſ- | 
e L. tern parts of Connecticut, were their tributaries. T'wo | 
the old Mohawks, every year or two, might be ſeen ifluing 
rom their orders and collecting their tribute, with as much 
tute authority and haughtineſs as a Roman dilator. 
mat- = IT is indeed difficult to deſcribe the fear of this terri- | 
night ble nation, which had fallen on all the Indians in the ; 
weſtern parts of Connecticut. If they neglected to pay | 
lew- | their tribute, the Mohawks would come down againſt 
their them, plunder, deſtroy, and carry them captive at pleaſ- 
a the 7 ure. When they made their appearance in the coun- 


ſhar- try, the Connecticut Indians would inſtantly raiſe a cry 
tom, From hill to hill, A Mohawk ! A Mohawk! and fly like 
ſkins ſheep before wolves, without attempting the leaſt reſiſt- 
real- #ance.f The Mohawks would cry out, in the moſt ter- 
e bu- rrible manner, in their language, importing « We are 
upon come, we are come, to ſuck your blood.” When the 
ar to Connecticut Indians could not eſcape to their forts, the 
orpſe would immediately flee to the Englith houſes for ſhelter, 
In and ſometimes the Mohawks would purſue them ſo 
ina © cloſely as to enter with them, and kill them in the pre- 
The ſence of the family. If there was time to ſhut the doors 
h oil | they never entered by force, nor did they upon any oc- 
ning, caſion, do the leaſt injury to the Engliſh. 
hide- FR WHEN they came into this part of the country for 
ourn- war, they uſed their utmoſt art to keep themſelves un- 
ning ⸗diſcovered. They would conceal themſelves in ſwamps 
s uni- 4 os 


4 5 
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+ Manuſcripts of Mrs. Ruggles. 
| Colden's hiſtory vol. I. p 3. 
Wood's proſpect of N. England. 
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and thickets, watching their opportunity, and all on 2 
ſudden, rite upon their enemy and kill or captivate them, 
before they had time to make any reſiſtance. 

ABourT the time when the ſettlement of New-Haven 
commenced, or not many years after, they came into 
Connecticut, and ſurpriſed the Indian fort at Pauguſlet, 
To prevent the Connecticut Indians from difcovering 
them, and that not ſo much as a track of them might be 
feen, they marched in the moſt ſecret manner, and when 
they came near the fort travelled wholly in the river.— |; 
Secreting themſelves near the fort they watched their 
opportunity and ſuddenly attacking it, with their dreadful 
yellings and violence, they ſoon took it by force, and 
killed and captivated whom they pleaſed. Having 
plundered and deſtroyed, at their pleaſure, they return- 
ed to their caſtles, weſt of Albany. 

As all the Indians in Connecticut were ſlaughtered 
and opprefſed, either by the Pequots or Mohawks, they 
were generally friendly to the ſettlement of the En- 
gliſh among them. They expected, by their means, to 
be defended againſt their terrible and cruel oppreflors. * 


— mit the They alſo found themſelves benefited by trading with 


nghlſh 
ſettle- 
ments. 


Iadlian 


kindneſs. 


them. They furniſhed themſelves with knives, hatch- 
ets, axes, hoes, kettles and various inſtruments and 
utenſils which highly contributed to their convenience. 
They could, with theſe, perform more labor in one hou: 
or day, than they could in many days without them.— 
Beſides, they found that they could exchange an ol! 
beaver coat, or blanket, for two or three new ones 0! 
Engliſh manufacture. They found a much better mar- 

ket, for their furs, corn, peltry and all their vendibl: 

commodities. 

Tux Engliſn were alſo careful to treat them with ju- 
tice and humanity, and to make ſuch preſents to thei | 
ſachems and great captains, as ſhould pleaſe and keey | 
them in good humor. 

By theſe means, the Engliſh lived in tolerable peace 
with all the Indians in Connecticut, and New-Englanc, 
except the Pequots, for about forty years. | 

Tur Indians at their firſt ſettlement performed many | 
acts of kindneſs towards them. They inſtructed then 
in the manner of planting and dreſſing the Indian corn. 
They carried them upon their backs, through rivers and 
waters; and as occaſion required, ſerved them in ſtca! BR 
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1 of boats and bridges. They gave them much uſeful in- Book I. 
5 Formation reſpecting the country, and when the Engliſh A= 
or their children, were loſt in the woods, and were in 1633. 
* danger of periſhing with hunger or cold, they conduct- 
6 ed them to their wigwams, fed them, and reſtored them 
** to their families and parents. By ſelling them corn, 
ring when pinched with famine, they relieved their diſtreſſes 
th 8 and prevented their periſhing in a ſtrange land and un- 
* cultivated wilderneſs. 
1. — , — 
their | 
rf CHAPTER VV. 
n THE people at Dorcheſter, Watertown and Newtown find- 
voi ing themſelves flraitened in the Maſſachuſetts determine 
F to remove to Connecticut. Debates in Maſſachuſetts rel- 
OR ative to their removal. The general court at firſt prohib- 
* ited it, but afterwards gave its conſent. The people re- 
. moved and ſettled the towns of Windſor, Hartford and 
15 1 Wethersfield. Hardſhips and leſſes of the firſt winters. 
with ck numbers were conſtantly emigrating to 
* New-England, in conſequence of the perſecution 1633. 
and of the puritans, that the people at Dorcheſter, Water- 
ence. tovn and Newtown began to be much ſtraitened, by 
How the acceſſion of new planters. By thoſe who had heen 
M_ at Connecticut, they had received intelligence of the 
n oli excellent meadows upon the river, they therefore deter- 
es ct mined to remove, and once more brave the dangers and | 
ma. hardſhips of making ſettlements in a dreary wilderneſs. 
ndibe - "Urox application to the general court for the en- way. 
lluargement of their boundaries, or for liberty to remove, 
h ju they, at firſt, obtained conſent for the latter. However, 
then vrhen it was afterwards diſcovered, that their determina- 
keep tion was to plant a new colony at Connecticut, there 
© aroſe a ſtrong oppoſition; ſo that when the Court con- 
peat vened in September, there was a warm debate on the Septem- 
glance fubject, and a great diviſion between the houſes. In- ber. 
deed the whole colony was affected with the diſpute. 


1 Mx. Hookrx, who was more engaged in the cnter- 
then priſe, than the other miniſters, took up the affair and 
corn. pleaded for the people. He urged, that they were ſo 


7 m. ſtraitened for accommodations for their cattle, that they 
1 Head 


Doof I. 
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Argu- 
ments for 
removing 
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could not ſupport the miniſtry, neither receive, nor af. 


ſiſt any more of their friends, who might come over to 5 


them. He infiited that the planting of towns fo near 


together was a fundamental error in their policy. He | 


pleaded the fertility and happy accommodations of Con- 


necticut: That ſettlements upon the river were neceſſa. 
ry to prevent the Dutch and others from pofle!hng ? 
themſelves of fo fruitful and important a part of the 


country; and that the minds of the people were ſtrong. 


ly inclined to plant themſelves there, in preference W 


every other place, which had come to their knowledge. 


On the other ſide it was inſiſted, That in point of | 
conſcience they ought not to depart, as they were uni- 


ted to the Maflachuſetts as one body, and bound by 
oath to =_ the good of that commonwealth : and tha 
on principles of policy it could not, by any means, be 
eh tera 51 was pleaded, that as the ſettlements in the 
NMaſfachuſe tts were new and weak, they were in danger 


of an aſſault from their enemies: That the departur: | 


of Mr. Hooker and the people of thoſe towns, would 


not only draw off many from the Maſſachuſetts, but 


prevent others from ſett! ling in the colony. Beſides, it 


vas ſaid, pant the removing of a candleſtick was a great 


judgment: That by ſuffering it they ſhould expoſe thei 


brethren to great danger, both from the Dutch and In- 


dians, Indeed, it was allirmed that they might be ac- 
commodated by the enlargements oftered them by the 
ether tovns. 


AFTER a long and warm debate, the governor, tuo 


alliſtants and a majority of the repreſentatives were fo! 


granting liberty for Mr. Hooker and the people to tranſ. 
plant tliemſelves to Connecticut. The deputy-gor- | 
ernor however and fix of the afliſtants were in the neg- - 
ative, and ſo no vote could be obtained. & 
Frrs made a conſiderable ferment not only in the 


general court, but in the colony, ſo that Mr. Cotton was 
ungen to preach on the ſubject to quiet the court aud 

he people of the colony. This allo retarded the com- 
eee of the ſettlements upon the river. Indi 


viduals however, were determined to proſecute the bu- | 
linels, and made preparations effectually to carry it in- 


to CXC ution. 


T Winthrop's Journal p. 
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| 0 
* L IT appears, that ſome of the Watertown people came Book J. 
near this year to Connecticut, and erected a few huts at 
He Pyquag, now Wethersfield, in which a ſmall number! 125 . 
Con- of men made a ſhift to winter.“ 
eſa. WHILE the coloniſts were thus proſec: ting the buſi- 
ng neſs of ſettlement, in New-England, the ight honour- 
f the # able James, Marquis of Hamilton, obtaine a grant from 
009. the council of Plimouth, April 2oth, 165 5, of all that 
ce t tract of country which lies between Connecticut river 
loe, | and Narraganſet river and harbour, and from the mouths 
it of of each of ſaid rivers northward ſixty miles into the 
uni. | country. However, by reaſon of its interference with 
41 bf the grant to the Lord Say and Seal, Lord Brook, &c. 
| that or for ſome other reaſon, the deed was never executed. 
8, be The Marquis made no ſettlement upon the land and 
n the the claim became obſolete. 5 
ne Tur next May the Newtown people determining to 
Wy ſettle at Connecticut, renewed their application to the 
vould general court, and obtained liberty to remove to any 
m_— place which they ſhould chooſe, with this proviſo, that 
1 5 they ſhould continue under the juriſdiction of the Maſ- 
| great | ſachuſetts.t | 
Ther A NUMBER of Mr. Warham's people came this ſum- 
2. Ty mer into Connecticut, and made preparations to bring 
45 their families and make a permanent ſettlement on the 
I ou river. The Watertown people gradually removed and 
„ Fs - proſecuted their ſettlement at Wethersfield. At the 
2s | ſame time the planters at Newtown began to make pre- 
E parations for removing to Hartford the next ſpring. | 
re {ol 5 MAN WHILI twenty men arrived in Maſſachuſetts, | 
trank ſent over by Sir Richard Saltonſtall, to take poſſeſſion 
Y-8"" 8” of a great quantity of land in Connecticut, and to make 
nes: ſettlements under the patent of Lord Say and Scal, 
3 with whom he was a principal aſſociate. The veſſel in 
05 10 which they came over, on her return to England, in the 
on Wa fall, was caſt away on the iſle Sable. | 
rt aus > As the Dorcheſter men had now ſet down at Con- 
: 36s gnecticut, near the Plimouth trading houſe, governor Auguſt. | 
. _— | | 
he bu- RR | 


£5 "wy 
* 7 1 * 
LE 4 


—_—_ * This is the tradition, and the Rev. Mr. Mecks of Wetherſ- 
it in- 


. 
2 


field in his manuſcripts ſays, Wethersfield is the eldeſt town 
on the river. 


E Winthrop's Journal p. 82. 
+ The ſame p. 83 and 89. 
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Boox I. Bradford wrote to them complaining of their conduct, 
s injurious to the people of Plimouth, who had made 
1635. a fair purchaſe of the Indians, and taken a prior poſ- 
| ſellion.* 

Tas Dutch alſo alarmed by the ſettlements making 
in Connecticut wrote to Holland for inſtructions and 
aid to drive the Engliſh from their ſettlements upon the 
river. | 

Tux people at Connecticut having made ſuch pre- 

Oaober Parations, as were judged neceſſary to effect a perma- 
1e, the nent ſettlement, began to remove their families and 
planters property. On the 15th of October about ſixty men, 
on the riv- women and children, with their horſes, cattle, and 
their tene ſwine commenced their journey from the Maſſachu- 
ilies to ſetts, through the wilderneſs, to Connecticut river. 
Connecti- After a tedious and difficult journey through ſwamps 
cut. and rivers, over mountains and rough grounds, which 
were paſſed with great difficulty and fatigue, they arri- 
ved ſafely at the places of their reſpective deſtination. 
They were ſo long on their journey and ſo much time 
and pains were ſpent in paſſing the river, and in get- 
ting over their cattle, that after all their exertions, winter 
came upon them before they were prepared. This was 
an occaſion of great diſtreſs and damage to the planta- 
tions. 

NEARLY at the ſame time, Mr. John Winthrop, fon 
of governor Winthrop of Maſſachuſetts, arrived at Boſ- 

October ton, with a commiſhon from Lord Say and Seal, Lord 
5 VIT- Brook and other noblemen and gentlemen intereſted 


Winthrop. N 
arrives i in the Connecticut patent, to erect a fort at the mouth 


Boſton, of Connecticut river. Their lordſhips ſent over men, 


ordnance, ammunition, and / 2, ooo ſterling for the 
accompliſhment of their deſign. 

Mr. Winthrop was directed, by his commiſſion, im- 

f mediately on his arrival to repair to Connecticut, with 

122 fifty able men, and to erect the fortifications and to 

build houſes for the garriſon, and for gentlemen, who 

might come over into Connecticut. They were firſt 

to build houſes for their then preſent accommodation, 

and after that ſuch as ſhould be ſuitable for the recep- 

tion of men of quality. The latter were to be erected 


* Winthrop's Journal p. 86. 
+ The ſame p. 86. 
+} The ſame p. 88. 
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within the fort. It was required, that the planters, at Book J. 
the beginning, ſhould ſettle themſelves near the mouth 
of the river, and ſet down in bodies, that they might be 1625. 
in a ſituation for entrenching and defending themſelves. 
The commiſſion made proviſion for the reſervation of a 
thouſand or fifteen hundred acres of good Jand for the 
maintenance of the fort, as nearly adjoining to it as 
might be with convenience.* 

Ma. WiNrRHRor having intelligence, that the Dutch Nov. gth, 


were preparing to take poſſeſſion of the mouth of the Mr. Win- 
river, as ſoon as he could engage twenty men and fur- throp diſ- 


patched a 


© niſh them with proviſions, diſpatched them, in a ſmall dener 0 


veſſel of about 30 tons, to prevent their getting the Connecti- 
command of the river, and to accompliſh the ſervice to cut. 


which he had been appointed. 


Bur a few days after the party, ſent by Mr. Win- 


| throp, arrived at the mouth of the river, a Dutch veſ- Dutch not 


ſel appeared off the harbour, from New-Netherlands, ſuffered to 
ſent on purpoſe to take poſſeſſion of the entrance of land. 
the river and to erect fortifications. The Englith had, 
by this time, mounted two pieces of cannon, and pre- 
vented their landing.+ Thus providentially, was this 
fine tract of country preſerved for our venerable anceſ- 
tors and their poſterity. 
Mx. WixnTHRoP was appointed governor of the river 
Connecticut and the parts adjacent for the term of one 
year. He erected a fort, built houſes and made a ſet- 


tlement according to his inſtructions. One David 
Gardiner an expert engineer aſſiſted in the work, plan- 
ned the fortifications and was appointed lieutenant of 


the fort. 


M DaveneorrT and others, who afterwards ſettled 


New-Haven were active in this affair, and hired Gardi- 
ner, in behalf of their lordſhips, to come into New-Eng- 
land and aſſiſt in this buſineſs. 
As the ſettlement of the three towns on Connecticut , gree- 
river was begun before the arrival of Mr. Winthrop, and ment re- 


the deſign of their lordſhips to make plantations upon it ſpecting 
= was known, it was agreed, that the ſettlers on the river the plan- 
ſhould either remove, upon full ſatisfaction made, by 


ters at 
Connecti- 
cut. 


* Appendix No. II. 


1 f Winthrop's Journal p. 9e, 91, 


Manuſcripts of Gardiner. 
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Book I. their lordſhips, or elſe ſufficient room ſhould be found 
or them and their companies at ſome other place. 
1635. Tre winter ſet in this year much ſooner than uſual, 
and the weather was ſtormy and ſevere. By the 15th 
of November, Connecticut river was frozen over and 
the ſnow was ſo deep, and the ſeaſon ſo tempeſtu- 
ous, that a conſiderable number of the cattle which 
had been driven on from the Maſſachuſetts could 
not be brought acroſs the river. 'The people had 
fo little time to prepare their huts and houſes, and 
to erect ſheds and ſhelters for their cattle, that the 
ſufferings of man and beaſt were extreme. Indeed the 
hardſhips and diſtreſſes of the firſt planters of Connect- 
cut ſcarcely admit of a deſcription. To carry much 
provogn or furniture through a pathleſs wilderneſs was 
unpracticable, Their principal proviſions and houſe— 
hold furniture were therefore put on board ſeveral ſmall 
veſſels, which, by reaſon of delays and the tempeſtuoul- 
neſs of the ſeaſon, were either caſt away or did not ar- 
rive. Several veſſels were wrecked on the coaſts of 


New-England, by the violence of the ſtorms. 'Two 


ſhallops laden with goods, from Boſton to Connecticut, 
in October, were caſt away on Brown's iſland, near the 
Gurnets noſe; and the men, with every thing on 


Novem- board were loſt.“ A veſſel with fix of the Connecticut 


ber, people on board, which failed from the river for Boſ. 


ton, early in November, was, about the middle of the 


month, caſt away in Manamet bay. The men got on 


ſhore, and after wandering ten days in deep fnow and 
a ſevere ſeaſon, without meeting any human being, ar- 
rived, nearly ſpent with cold and fatigue, at New-Plim- 
outh. EI TAAE HH 
Famine at By the laſt of November or beginning of December 
Conneetl- proviſion generally failed in the ſettlements on the riv- 
=— er, and famine and death looked the inhabitants ſternly 
arrived in in the face. Some of them driven by hunger attempted 
Maſſachu- their way, in this ſevere ſeaſon, through the wilderneſs, 
letts the from Connecticut to Maſſachuſetts. Of thirteen, in 
26th, one company, who made this attempt, one in paſling 
the rivers fell through the ice and was drowned. 'The 


other twelve were ten days on their journey and would 


l Winthrop's Journal p. 88. 
* The lame p. 87. 
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all have periſhed, had it not been for the aſſiſtance of Book I. 
the Indians. — 
InpteD ſuch was the diſtreſs in general, that by the 1635. 


zd and 4th of December x coniiderable part of the new 
Mettlers were obliged to abandon their habitations. 


Seventy perſons, men, women and children, were ne- December 
ceſſitated, in the extremity of winter, to go down to the 34 or 4th. 
mouth of the river to meet their provitions, as the only 
expedient to preſerve their lives. Not meeting with 

the veſſels which they expected, they all went on board 

the Rebecca, a veſſel of about 60 tons. This, two days 

before, was frozen in twenty miles up the river; but by 

the falling of a ſmall rain and the influence of the tide, 

the ice became ſo broken and was ſo far removed, that 

ſhe made a ſhift to get out. She ran however upon the December 
bar, andthe people were forced to unlade her to get her roth. 


off. She was reladed, and, in five days, reached Boſ- 


ton. Had it not been for theſe providential circumſtan- 
ces the people mult have periſhed with famine. 

Tar people who kept their {tations on the river ſuf- The ſet- 
fered in an extreme degree. After all the help they tlers ate 
were able to obtain, by hunting, and from the Indians, ber, f 
they were obliged to fubſiſt on acorns, malt and grains. E 57908 
- | NUMBERS of the cattle which could not be got over 
the river before winter, lived through without any thing 


but what they found in the woods and meadows. 


* 


They wintered as well, or better than thoſe which were 
brought over, and for which all the proviſion was made, 


and pains taken of which the owners were capable. 


However, a great number of cattle periſhed, The Dor- 


© cheſter, or Windſor people, loſt in this ſingle article a- Loſs in 


bout two hundred pounds ſterling, Their other loſſes cattle. 


were very conſiderable. 


IT is difficult to deſcribe or even to conceive the ap- 
prehenſions and diſtreſſes of a people, in the circum- 


ſtances of our venerable anceſtors, during this doleful 
winter. All the horrors of a dreary wilderneſs ſpread 
themſelves around them. They were compaſſed with 


numerous, fierce and cruel tribes of wild and ſavage 


men, who could have ſwallowed up parents and chil- 
2 dren, at pleaſure, in their feeble and diſtreſſed condi- 
tion. They had neither bread for themſelves, nor chil- 
2 dren, neither habitations nor clothing convenient for 


F Winthrop's Journal p. 90, 91, to 98. 
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them. Whatever emergency might happen they were 


cut off, both by land and water, from any ſuccour or 


retreat. What ſelf-denial, firmneſs, and magnanimit 


are neceſſary for ſuch enterprizes ? How diſtreſsful, in 2 
the beginning, was the condition of thoſe now fair and 


opulent towns on Connecticut river | 


For a few years after the ſettlements on the river 
commenced, they bore the ſame name with the towns © 


in the Maſlachuſetts whence the ſirſt ſettlers came. 


Tun Connecticut planters, at firſt ſettled under the 
general government of the Maſſachuſetts, but they held | 


courts of their own, which conſiſted of two principal | 


men from each town ; and, on great and extraordinary 


occaſions, theſe were joined with committees, as they | 


were called, conſiſting of three men from each town, 
'Theſe courts had power to tranſact all the common at. 
fairs of the colony, and with their committees, had the 


power of making war and peace, and treaties of alliance 


and friendſhip with the natives within the colony. 
Tre firſt Court in Connecticut was holden at New- 
town, April 26th, 1636. It conſiſted of Roger Ludloy 
Eſquire, Mr. John Steel, Mr. William Swain, Mr. 
William Phelps, Mr. William Weſtwood, and Mr. An- 
drew Ward. Mr. Ludlow had been one of the magll- 
trates of Maſſachuſetts in 1630, and in 1631 had beer 
choſen lieutenant-governor of that colony. At this 


court it was ordered, That the inhabitants ſhould not 


fell arms, nor ammunition to the Indians. Various 


other affairs were alſo tranſacted relative to the good or. 


der, ſettlement and defence of theſe infant towns.“ 
SEVERAL of the principal gentlemen intereſted in the 
ſettlement of Connecticut, Mr. John Haynes, who at 
this time, was governor of Maſſachuſetts, Mr. Henry 
Wolcott, Mr. Welles, the miniſters of the churches, and 
others had not yet removed into the colony. As ſoon 
as the ſpring advanced and the travelling would admit, 
the hardy men began to return from the Maffachuſetts 
to their habitations on the river. No ſooner were buds, 
leaves and graſs ſo grown, that cattle could live in the 
woods, and obſtructions removed from the river, ſo that 
veſſels could go up with proviſions and furniture, than 
the people began to return, in large companies, to Con- 


Records of Connecticut. 
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necticut. Many, who had not removed the laſt year, Book I. 
prepared, with all convenient diſpatch, for a journey to 
the new ſettlements upon the river. 1636. 


ABouT the beginning of June, Mr. Hooker, Mr. 


Stone and about a hundred men, women and children 


took their departure from Cambridge and travelled more Mr. Hoo- 
than a hundred miles, through a hideous and trackleſs ker re- 
wilderneſs to Hartford. They had no guide but their moves to 


compaſs; made their way over mountains, thro' ſwamps, 


Connecti- 
cut in 


thickets and rivers, which were not paſſable, but with june. 
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to have been diſagreeable to their miniſters, but as their 


great difficulty, They had no cover but the heavens, 
nor any lodgings but thoſe which ſimple nature afforded 


them. They drove with them a hundred and fixty head 
of cattle, and by the way, ſubſiſted on the milk of their 

cows. Mrs. H 

meſs upon a litter. 'The people generally carried their 


ooker was borne through the wilder- 


packs, arms and ſome utenſils. They were nearly a 


Fortnight on their journey. 


Tris adventure was the more remarkable, as many 


of this company were perſons of figure, who had lived, 
in England, in honor, affluence and delicacy, and were 
entire ſtrangers to fatigue and danger. 


Tu famous Mr. Thomas Shepard, who, with his 
people, came into New-England the laſt ſummer, ſuc- 


cCeeded Mr. Hooker at Cambridge. The people of his 
congregatioh purchaſed the lands which Mr. Hooker 
and his company had previouſly poſſeſſed. 


TRE removal of Dorcheſter people to Windſor is ſaid 


whole church and congregation removed, it was neceſſa- Mr. May. 
ry that they ſhould go with them. However, Mr. Mav- erick died 


erick died in March, before preparations were made for March zd. 


his removal. He expired in the Goth year of his age. 
He was characterized as a man of great meekneſs, and 
as laborious and faithful in promoting the welfare both 


of the church and commonwealth. | 


M. WarHaM removed to Windſor in September, 


but he did not judge it expedient to bring his family 
until better accommodations could be made for their re- 
ception. Soon after the removal of Mr. Warham from 
2 Dorcheſter, a new church was gathered in that town, 
and Mr. Mather was ordained their paſtor. 


Mx. PriLLies, paſtor of the church at Watertown, 
did not remove to Wethersfield. Whether it was a- 
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Book I. gainſt his inclination, or whether the people did no 1 


WARY invite him does not appear. They choſe Mr. and 


1636. 


Plimouth 


people 
agg ric ved. 


Court 
June 7th, 


Smith- for their miniſter, who came from England! in 
office. 


be greatly aggrieved at the conduct of the Dorcheſet“ 
people, in ſettling on the lands, where they had mat: a 
purchaſe, and where they had defended themſelves and | 
that part of the country againſt the Dutch. They rep. 

reſented that it had been a hard matter that the Put 
and Indians had given them fo much trouble as they 
had done, but that it was {till more grievous to be uy. 
planted by their profeſſed friends. Mr. Winſlow d 


Plimouth made a journey to Boſton, in the ſpring, befor: 


governor Haynes and ſome other principal charaQer 
removed to Connecticut, with a view to obtain com:pen. | 
ſation for the injury done to the Plimouth men, wh: 


had built the trading houſe upon the river. The ring 


outh people demanded a fixteenth part of the lands an: 

loo as a compenſation ; but the Dorcheſter peo 
would not comply with their demands.+ There hor. 
ever appeared to be ſo much juſtice, in making then 
ſome compenſation, for the e they had mad, 
and the good ſervices which hey had done, that ſome 


7 


TRE colony of New-Plimouth profeſſed themſelves 0 


time after, the freeholders of Windfor gave them e | 
forty acres of meadow and a large tract of upland fo ] 
their ſatisfaction. FAY 

Ar a court holden at Dorcheſter it was ordered, thi 8 
every town ſhould keep a watch, and be well ſupplied wit! 2 
ammunition. The conſtables were directed to warn th! re 
watches in their turns and to make it their care, tu 
they ſhould be kept according to the direction of th: 1. 
court. They alſo were required to take care, that te 1 


inhabitants were well furniſhed with arms and amm u 
tion, and kept in a conſtant ſtate of defence. As the, 
infant ſettlements were filled and ſurrounded with nu: 
merous ſavages, the people conceived themſelves in da- 
ger when they lay down and when they roſe up, wer 
they went out and when they came in. Their circun- | 
ſtances were ſuch, that it was judged neceſſary for ee 

: 


ry man to be a ſoldier. 


— — — 


+ Winthrop*s Journal p. 96. 


＋ Governor Wolcott's manuſcripts compared with gover'” 


Winthrop's journal. 
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AT a third court therefore, holden at Watertown, Book I. 
an order was given, that the inhabitants of the ſeveral Www 
towns ſhould train once a month, and the officers were 1636.1 

Authorized to train thoſe who appeared very unſkilful Septem- 
more frequently as circumſtances ſhould require. The ber 18. 
courts were holden at each town by rotation, according 

to its turn. 
” A SETTLEMENT was made, this year, at Springfield, 9074 
by Mr. Pyncheon and his company from Roxbury. feld Kt 

This for about two years was united in government tied. 

with the towns in Connecticut. In November, Mr. 

Pyncheon for the ſirſt time appears among the members 

of the court. 

* ALL the powers of government, for nearly three Govern— 
years, ſeem to have been in the magiftrates, of whom ment at 
two were appointed in each town. "Theſe gave all or- firſt. 

ders, and directed all the affairs of the plantation. The 


freemen appear to havehad no voicein making the laws, 


or in any part of the government, except in ſome inſtances 


of general and uncommon concern. In theſe inſtances 
committees were ſent from the ſeveral towns. During 
this term it ſeems that juries were not employed in any 
caſe. 
Tr1s was a ſummer and year of great and various la- | , 
bours, demanding the utmoſt exertion and diligence. NN 
Many of the planters had to remove themſelves and ef- ycar. 
fects from a diſtant colony. At the ſame time it was 
abſolutely neceſſary that they ſhould turn the wilder- 
neſs into gardens and fields, that they ſhould plant and 
cultivate the earth, and obtain ſome tolerable harveſt, 


hx unleſs they would again experience the diſtreſſes and 
th: loſſes of the preceding year. Theſe were too great, and 
the too freſh in their memories, not to rouſe all their exer- 


l- 1 


Tal 
Nu 
lan- 


tion and forethought. It was neceſſary to erect and 
fuortify their houſes, and to make better preparations for 
te feeding and covering of their cattle. It was of e- 
= qual importance to the planters not only to make roads 


het 
im- 
eve 


ru 


or their particular convenience, but from town to town; 
chat, on any emergency, they might fly immediately to 
, 7 each other's relief. It was with great difficulty that 
2X theſe buſineſſes could be at firſt accompliſhed. The 
2X planters had not been accuſtomed to felling the groves, 
o clearing and a new lands. They were 
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Book I. ſtrangers in the country, and knew not what kinds of 
WV grain would be molt congenial with the foil, and pro- 


1636. 


Fathers of : : all 
Connecti- great work of ſettling Connecticut, and were the civil | 


and religious fathers of the colony were Mr. Haynes, 
Mr. Ludlow, Mr. Hooker, Mr. Warham, Mr. Hopkins, 
Mr. Welles, Mr. Wyllys, Mr. Whiting, Mr. Wolcott, | 
Mr. Phelps, Mr. Webſter, and captain Maſon. Theſe 
were of the firſt claſs of ſettlers, and all except the min- 
iſters were choſen magiſtrates or governors of the co- 
lony. Mr. Swain, Mr. 'Talcott, Mr. Steel, Mr. Mitchel, 
and others were capital men. Mr. John Haynes, Mr. 
Hooker, Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Stone, Mr. George W yllys, | 
Mr. Welles, Mr. Whiting, Mr. Thomas Webſter, and 
Mr. John Talcott, were all of Hartford. Mr. Ludlow, | 
Mr Henry Wolcott, Mr. Warham, Mr. William | 
Phelps, and captain John Maſon, were ſome of the prin- | 


Cut, 


duce the greateſt profits, nor had they any experience 
how the ground mult be cultivated, that it might yield 
a plentiful crop. They had few oxen, or inſtruments 
for huſbandry. Every thing was to be prepared, or 


brought from a great diſtance, and procured at a dear 


rate. Beſides all theſe labours and dithculties, much 
time was taken up in conſtant watchings, trainings and 
reparations for the defence of themſelves and children, 
The Pequots had already murdered a number of the 
Engliſh 3 ſome of the Indians, in Connectcut, were their 
allies 3 and they had maintained a great influence over 
them all. 'They were a treacherous and dehgning peo- 
ple; ſo that there could be no ſafety but in a conſtant 
preparation for any emergency. 
SOME of the principal characters, who undertook this 


cipal planters of Windſor. Mr. William Swain, Mr. 


Thurſton Reyner, Mr. Henry Smith, Mr. Andrew 


Ward, Mr. Mitchel and Mr. John Deming, were ſome 
of the chief men, who ſettled the town of Wethersfield. 
Theſe were the civil and religious fathers of the colony. 
They formed its free and happy conſtitution, were its 
legiſlators, and ſome of the chief pillars of the church 
and commonwealth. They, with many others of the 
ſame excellent character, employed their abilities and 
their eſtates for the proſperity of the colony. 

WHILE the three plantations on the river were making 
the utmoſt exertions for a permanent ſettlement, Mr. 
Winthrop was no leſs active in erecting fortifications 
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and convenient buildings at its entrance. Though he Book J. 
had, the laſt year, ſent on one company after another, CV 
et the ſeaſon was ſo far advanced, and the winter ſet 1636. 


in ſo early, and with ſuch ſeverity, that little more could 


be done than juſt to keep the ſtation. When the ſpring 


advanced the works were therefore preſſed on with en- 


5 gagedneſs. Mr. Winthrop and his people were indu- 


ced, not only in faithfulneſs to their truſt, but from 


fears of a viſit from the Dutch, and from the ſtate of 


that warlike people, the Pequots in the vicinity, to haſ- 


ten and complete them, with the utmoſt diſpatch. A 


good fort was erected and a number of houſes were 
built. Some cattle were brought from the Maffachu- 
ſetts for the uſe of the garriſon. Small parcels of ground 


were improved, and preparations made for a comforta- 


ble ſubſiſtence and good defence. 

THERE were, at the cloſe of this year, about two hun- 
dred and fifty men in the three towns on the river, and 
there were twenty men in the garriſon at the entrance 
of it under the command of lieutenant Gardiner. The 
whole conſiſted, probably, of about 800 perſons, or of 
a hundred and ſixty or ſeventy.families. 


CHAPTER V. 


Tk war with the Pequots. Theorigin of it. The mur- 


der of Captains Stone and Norton, of Mr. Oldham and 
others. Mr. Endicet's expedition againſt them. The 
Pequots kill a number of the garriſon at the mouth of the 
river and beſiege the fort. Captain Maſon is ſent down 

From Connecticut with a reinforcement. The enemy make 
a deſcent on Wethersfield, torture and mock the Engliſh. 
The court at Connecticut declares war againſt them. 
Captain Maſon takes Miftic fort. Safſacus deſtroys his 
royal fortreſs and flees to the weſtward. A We expe- 
dition is undertaken againſt the Pequots conjointly, by 
Maſachuſetts and Connecticut. The great ſwamp fight. 
The Pequots ſubdued. Safſacus flying to the Mohawks 
T2vas beheaded. The captivated and ſurviving Pequots, 
after the war, were given to the M oheagans and Narra- 
ganſetts, and their name extinguiſhed. 


IHE Indians in general were ever jealous of the 
Engliſh, from the firſt ſettlement of New-Eng- 
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land, and wiſhed to drive them from the country. Va- 


. rious circumſtances however combined to fruſtrate their 


1636. 


Murder of 


captains 


deſigns. The Engliſh, on their firſt ſettlement, at New- 
Plimouth, entered into ſuch friendly treaties with ſome 
of the principal tribes, and conducted themfelves with 
ſuch juſtice, prudence and magnanimity towards them, 
and the Indians in general, as had the moſt happy in- 
fluence to preſerve the peace of the country. The ani- 


moſities of the Indians among themſelves, and their im. 


placable hatred of each other, with their various ſepa- 
rate intereſts, contributed to the fame purpoſe. Some 


of them wiſhed for the friendſhip and neighbourhood of 


the Engliſh, to guard them from one enemy, and others 


of them to protect them from another. All wiſhed for 
the benefit of their trade; and it is probable, that they 
had no apprehenſions, at firſt, that a handful of people 
would ever overrun and fill the country. It was there- 
fore nearly ſixteen years before they commenced open 
hoſtilities upon their Engliſh neighbours. But no 
ſooner had they begun to trade and make ſettlements at 
Connecticut, than that great ſpirited and warlike nation, 
the Pequots, began to murder and plunder them, and to 
wound and kill their cattle. 

IN 1634 a number of Indians, who were not native 
Pequots, but in confederacy with them, murdered cap- 


Stone and tain Stone and captain Norton, with their whole crew, 


Norton. 
1634. 


conſiſting of eight men. They then plundered and 
ſunk the veſſel. Captain Stone was from St. Chriſto- 
pher's, in the Weſt-Indies, and came into Connecticut 
river, with a view of trading af the Dutch houſe. Af- 
ter he had entered the river, he engaged a number of 


Indians to pilot two of his men up the river to the | 
Dutch. But night coming on, they went to ſleep, and | 
were both murdered by their Indian guides. 'The vel- | 


ſel, at night, was laid up to the ſhore. Twelve of thoſe 


Indians, who had ſeveral times before been trading with þ > 


the captain, apparently in an amicable manner, were 
on board. Watching their opportunity, when he Was 
aſleep. and ſeveral of the crew on ſhore, they murdered 


him ſecretly, in his cabin, and caſt a covering over him,, 
to conceal it from his men. They then fell upon them, | 
and ſoon killed the whole company, except captain No- 


ton. He had taken the cook-room, and for a long time, 
made a moſt brave and reſolute defence. That he 
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might load and fire with the greateſt expedition, he had Book I. 

placed powder in an open veſſel juſt at hand, which in 
the hurry of the action took fire, and ſo burned and 1634. 
* blinded him that he could make no fufther reſiſtance. 

Thus, after all his gallantry, he fell with his hapleſs 
companions. Part of the plunder was received by the 

Pequots, and another part by the eaſtern Nehanticks. 

 Saflacus and Ninigret, the ſachems of thoſe Indians, 

were both privy to the affair and ſhared in the goods and 

articles taken from the veſſel. It was ſuppoſed, that 

the Indians had pre-concerted this maſſacre.“ 

Tre November following, the Pequots ſent a meſſen- The pe- 
ger to Boſton to deſire peace with the Engliſh. He quots de- 
made an offer of a great quantity of beaver ſkins and fire peace. 
wampumpeag, to perſuade the governor to enter into a 
league with them. The governor anſwered the meſſen- 
ger, that the Pequots muſt ſend men of greater quality 

| than he was; and that he would then treat with them. 
ö The Pequots then ſent two meſſengers to the governor, 
carrying a preſent and earneſtly ſoliciting peace. The 
5 3 aſſured them, that the Engliſh were willing to 

at peace with them; but inſiſted, that, as they had 

murdered captain Stone and his men, they mult deliver 


c up the murderers and make full compenſation. The 

-meſſengers pretended, That captain Stone had uſed the 

y, Indians ill and provoked them to kill him: That their 

id ſachem, who was concerned in the affair had been killed 

o- by the Dutch, and that the Indians who perpetrated the 

ut murder were all dead but two; and, that if they were 

f. guilty, they would deſire their ſachem to deliver them 

of 8 2 juſtice. They offered to concede all their right at 

he onneCticut river if the Engliſh ſhould deſire to ſettle Treaty 

nd | there, and engaged to aſſiſt them, as far as was in their with the 

ef. power, in making their ſettlements. They alſo promi- Peduots. 

oſe F ſed that they would give the Engliſh four hundred fa- 

ith | thom of wampum, forty beaver and thirty otter ſkins. 

ere] After long and mature deliberation the governor and 

x3 | his council entered into a treaty with them, on the con- 

red] Fditions which they had propoſed. The Engliſh were 

im, | ; to ſend a veſſel with cloths to trade with them fairly as 

em, with friends and allies. 

i- , 2 

me, | Maſon's hiſtory, and Hubbard's narrative. « 
I Winthrop's Journal p. 75. compared with Hubbard's nar- 

t he rative p. 15, 16, 17. 
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Tux reaſons of their ſo earneſtly ſoliciting peace, at 


WA this time, were, that the Narraganſets were making 


1635. 


war furiouſly upon them; and the Dutch, to revenge 
the injuries done them, had killed one of their ſachems, 
with ſeveral of their men, and captivated a number more. 


They wiſhed not at this critical time to increaſe the num. 
ber of their enemies. They artfully ſuggeſted to their 
new allies, the governor and council of Maſſachuſetts, 


their defire, that they would be mediators between them 


and the Narraganſets. They alſo intimated their wil- 
lingneſs, that part of the preſent which they were to 
ſend, might be given to them for the purpoſe of obtain. 
ing a reconciliation. Such was the pride and ſtoutneſ; 
of their ſpirits, and ſo much did they ſtand upon a point 
of honor, that though they wiſhed tor peace with their 


enemy, yet they would not directly offer any thing for 


that purpoſe. This treaty was ſigned by the parties, 


but hoſtages were not taken to ſecure the performanc: 
of the articles, and the Fequots never performed one 0! 
them. Whatever their deſigns were at that time, they 


afterwards became more and more miſchievous, hoſtile 


and bloody. | 
Tux next year John Oldham who had been fairly 
trading at Connecticut was murdered near Block Iſland, 


He had with him only two boys and two Narraganſe 
Indians. Theſe were taken and carried off. One John 


Gallop, as he was going from Connecticut to Boſton, 


diſcovered Mr. Oldham's veſſel full of Indians 
and he ſaw a canoe, having Indians on board, go fron | | 
her laden with goods. Suſpecting that they had mu- 
dered Mr. Oldham, he hailed them, but received no an- 


ſwer. Gallop was a bold man, and though he had with 
him but one man and two boys, he immediately bore 


down upon them and fired duck ſhot ſo thick among then, | 


that he ſoon cleared the deck. The Indians all got un- 
der the hatches. He then ſtood off, and running dow! 
upon her quarter with a briſk gale, nearly overſet her; 
and ſo frighted the Indians, that ſix of them leaped into 
the ſea, and were drowned. He then ſteered off again, 
and running down upon her a ſecond time, bored her 
with his anchor, and raked her fore and aft with 11 
ſhot. But the Indians kept themſelves ſo cloſe, he got 
looſe from her; and running down a third time, up! 


the veſſel, he gave her ſuch a ſhock, that five more lep l 
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ed overboard, and periſhed as the former had done. He Book I. 
then boarded the veſſel, and took two of the Indian 
and bound them. Two or three others, armed with 1636. 


” ſwords, in a little room below, could not be driven from 
their retreat. Mr. Oldham's corpſe was found on 
board; the head ſplit and the body mangled in a barbarous 
manner. He was a Dorcheſter man, one of Mr. War- 

"2 ham's congregation. In theſe circumſtances, Gallop, 
fearing that the Indians whom he had taken might get 
"looſe, efpecially if they were kept together, and having 

no place where he could keep them apart, threw one of 

them overboard. Gallop and his company, then, as de- 
cently as circumſtances would permit, put the corpſe 

| into the ſea. They ſtripped the veſſel, and took her 
rigging, and the goods which had not been carried off, 
on board their own. She was then taken in tow with 

a view to carry her in, but the night coming on, and 
the wind riſing, Gallop was obliged to let her go adrift, 
and ſhe was loſt. The Indians who perpetrated the 
murder, were principally the Block-Iſlanders, with a 
number of the Narraganſets, to whom theſe Indians, at 

* > this time, were ſubject. Several of the Narraganſet 
fachems were in the plot, and it was ſuppoſed that the 


i Indians, whom Oldham had with him, were in the con- 

ſe! ſpiracy. Several of the murderers fled to the Pequots 
and were protected by them. They were therefore 

DN, conſidered as abettors of the murder. 

„„ THE governor and council of Maſſachuſetts therefore, Mr. Eadi- 
on the next year, diſpatched captain Endicot with ninety cot's ex- 
ul. volunteers to avenge theſe murders, unleſs the Indians pedition. 
ar- > Z ſhould deliver up the murderers and make reparation for 

in the injuries which they had done. The Narraganſet 

bote ſachems ſent home Mr. Oldham'stwo boys, and made ſuch 

en, ſatisfaction, and gave ſuch aſſurances of their good con- 

un.“ duct, for the future, as the Engliſh accepted; but the 

ow! other Indians made no compenſation. Captain Endicot 

her; 2 was therefore inſtructed to proceed to Block-Ifland and 


| put the men to the ſword and take poſſeſſion of the Iſland. 
za The women and children were to be ſpared. Thence 


her] he was to ſail to the Pequot country, and demand 
1 1 of the Pequots the murderers of captains Stone and 
e get Norton, and of the other Engliſhmen, who were of 
upon] their company. He was alſo to demand a thouſand 


lea) kathom of wampum for damages, and a number of 
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Book I. their children for hoſtages, until the murderers ſhould % 
A be delivered, and ſatisfaction made. If they refuſed to 


1636. 


Aug. 27. 


Septem- 
ber, 14. 


Views and 
feelings of 
Saſſacus. 
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comply with theſe terms, he was directed to take it by 1 


force of arms. He had under him captains John Un- 


derhill and Nathaniel Turner. They ſailed from Boſ- + 


ton on the 25th of Auguſt. When he arrived at Block. 


Ifland, forty or fifty Indians appeared on the ſhore and 


oppoſed his landing; but his men ſoon landed and af. 


ter a little fkirmiſhing the Indians fled to the woods. 
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The Indians ſecreted themſelves in fwamps, thickets 
and faſtneſſes, where they could not be found. There 
were two plantations on the iſland containing about ſi- 


ty wigwams, ſome of which were very large and fair. 


The Indians had alſo about two hundred acres of corn, 
After the Engliſh had ſpent two days on the Iſland, 7 
burning the wigwams, deſtroying their corn, and ſtaving 


their canoes, they failed for the Pequot country.— 


When they had arrived in Pequot harbour, captain En- 


coming, demanded ſatisfaction for the murders which 


they had committed agamft the Engliſh, and compenſ- 


tion for the damages which they had done them. In: 
few hours nearly three hundred of the Pequots collected 


upon the ſhore, but ſoon after they were fully informed 


of his buſineſs they began to withdraw into the woods, | 


and inſtead of treating anſwered him with their arrows, 
from the adjacent rocks and ſaſtneſſes. He landed his | 
men on both fides of the harbour, burnt their wigwams, | 
and deſtroyed their canoes z but made no ſpirited at- | 
tack upon them, nor purfuit after them. As their corn | 


was ſtanding no pains were taken for its deſtruction. 
They killed an Indian or two, and then returned to Bol- 
ton. They all arrived on the 14th of September un- 
harmed either by ſickneſs or the ſword.* Enough in- 


* * 


deed had been done to exaſperate, but nothing to fub- Þ 


due a haughty and warlike enemy. 7 

SASSACUS and his captains were men of great and in- 
dependent ſpirits; they had conquered and governed the 
nations around them without controul. They viewed“ 
the Engliſh as ſtrangers and mere intruders, who had! 


| dicot acquainted the Pequots with the defign of his 


no right to the country, nor to controul its original pro- 


prietors, independent princes and ſovereigns. They 


* Winthrop's Journal, p. 105, 106, 10”, 
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124 lands. They had built a fort, and were making a ſet- 
tlement, without their approbation, in their very neigh- 

bourhood. Indeed they had now proceeded to attack 
| XX and ravage their country. They were now therefore 
all kindled into reſentment and rage; they determined 
upon, and breathed nothing but war and revenge. They 
determined to extirpate, or drive all the Engliſh from 
New-England. 


r 
8 
* 1 a 
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Pon this purpoſe they conceived the plan of uniting policy + 
the Indians generally againſt them. They ſpared no the Pe- 

art nor pains to make peace with the Narraganſets, and quots. 
to engage them in the war againſt the Engliſh. They 

; repreſented, that the Engliſh, who were merely foreign- 
ers, were overſpreading the country, and depriving the 

- =: original inhabitants of their ancient rights and poileſſ- 

35 & 10ns : That unleſs effectual meaſures were immediately 
taken to prevent it, they would ſoon entirely diſpoſſeſs 
the original proprietors and become the lords of the 
continent. They inſiſted, that, by a general combina- 

4 tion, they could either deſtroy, or drive them from the 

4 country. With great advantage did they repreſent the 

„% facility with which it might be effected. They ſaid 

5s, there would be no neceſlity of coming to open battles : 

s That by killing their cattle, firing their houſes, laying 

„% ambuſhes on the roads, in the fields, and wherever 

it- | © they could ſurpriſe and deſtroy them, they might ac- 

m compliſh their wiſhes. They repreſented, that if the 

n. Engliſh ſhould effect the deſtruction of the Pequots, 
they would alſo ſoon deſtroy the Narraganſets. 80 Savage re- 


4 
2 

3 
. Q 


in- 5 
w- beart, could have reſiſted their influence. Indeed it is ion. 
= ſaid, that for a time the Narraganſets heſitated. 

in Iux governor of Maſſachuſetts, to prevent an union 
he between theſe ſavage nations, and to ſtrengthen the 

od peace between the Narraganſet Indians and the colony, 

ad ſent for Miantonimoh their chief ſachem, inviting him 

ro. | to come to Boſton. Upon this Miantonimoh, with 


vey another of the Narraganſet ſachems, two of the ſons of 
Canonicus, with a number of their men, went to Boſ- 
ton and entered into the following treaty. 


had made ſettlements at Connecticut without their con- Book I. 
© ſent, and brought home the Indian kings, whom they Cw 
had conquered, and reſtored to them their authority and 1636. 


n- rev and politic were theſe repreſentations, that nothing, venge pre- 
but that thirſt for revenge, which inflames the ſavage vents un · 
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Book I. THAT there ſhould be a firm peace between them and 


de Englith, and their poſterity : That neither party 
1636. ſhould make peace with the Pequots, without the con- 
Treaty fent of the other: That they ſhould not harbour the 
with the Pequots, and that they ſhould return all fugitive ſer. 


Narragan- vants, and deliver over to the Englith, or put to death 


lets. all murderers. 'The Engliſh were to give them notice 
when they went out againft the Pequots, and they were 
to furniſh them with guides. It was alſo ſtipulated, 
that a free trade ſhould be maintained between the 
parties. 

Pequots CarTain Underhill and twenty men appointed to re- 

fightin inforce the garriſon at Saybrook, lying wind bound off 

their own Pequot harbour, after Mr. Endicot's departure, a party 

&cfence. of them went on ſhore to plunder the Pequots and 
bring off their corn. After they had plundered a ſhort 


time and brought off ſome quantity of corn, the Pequots | 


attacked them, and they fought a confiderable part of 
the afternoon. At length the enemy retired and they 
returned to their boats. They had one man wounded, 
and imagined they killed and wounded ſeveral of the 
Indians. 
Surpriſe ABOUT the beginning ef October the enemy, conceal. 
the Eng- ing themſelves in the high graſs, in the meadows, ſur- 
liſh. priſed five of the garriſon at Saybrook, as they wer: 
898 carrying home their hay. One Butterfield was taken 


and tortured to death. The reſt made their eſcape, 


but one of them had five arrows ſhot into him. From 
this diſaſter the place received the name of Butterheld's 
meadow. 


October. 
J. Tilly ta- 


Eich or ten days after Jofeph Tilly, a maſter of: 
ſmall veſſel, was captivated by the enemy, as he ws 


ken and going down Connecticut river. He came to anchor | 


torturcd, two or three miles above the fort, and taking a canoe, 
and one man with him, wenta fowling. No ſooner 
had he diſcharged his piece, than a large number of Pe- 
quots ariſing from their concealment took him, and kil- 
ted his companion. Tilly was a man of a great ſpirit 
and underſtanding, and determined to ſhow himſelt : 


man. The Indians uſed him in the moſt barbarous 4 


manner, firſt cutting off his hands, and then his feet, 
and ſo gradually torturing him to death. But as al 
their cruelties could not effect a groan, they pronounced 
him a ſtout man, | 
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Tux enemy now kept a conſtant watch upon the ri- Book I. 


ver and upon the people at Saybrook. A houſe had 
been erected about two miles from the fort, and ſix of 


1636. 


the garriſon were ſent to keep it. As three of them 


: were fowling, at a ſmall diſtance from the houſe, they 
Were ſuddenly attacked, by nearly a hundred Pequots. 


Two of them were taken. 'The other cut his way 
through them, ſword in hand, and made his eſcape ; but 
he was wounded with two arrows. 

Berokt winter, the garriſon were ſo preſſed by the he fort 


i enemy, that they were obliged to keep almoſt wholly is compaſ- 


= 


* 


4 


within the reach of their guns. The Pequots razed all ſed with 
the out houſes, burnt the ſtacks of hay, and deſtroyed Indians. 
almoſt every thing which was not within the com- 


mand of the fort. The cattle which belonged to the 


garriſon were killed and wounded. Some of them 
came home with the arrows of the enemy ſticking in 
them. Indeed the fort was but little better than in a 
ſtate of ſiege, a great part of the winter. The en- 
emy ſo compaſſed it about, and watched all the motions 
of the garriſon, that it was dangerous, at any time, to go 
out of the reach of the cannon. 

WHEN the ſpring came on they became ſtill more 


miſchievous and troubleſome. They kept ſuch a con- 


ſtant watch upon the river that men could not paſs up 
and down, with any ſafety, without a ſtrong guard.— 
They waylaid the roads and fields, and kept Con- 


necticut in a ſtate of conſtant fear and alarm. 


IN March lieutenant Gardiner, who commanded the March 


fort, at Saybrook, going out with ten or twelve men 1637. 
to burn the marſhes, was waylaid by a narrow neck of Men killed 
land, and as ſoon as he had paſſed the narrow part of the at Say- 


neck, the enemy roſe upon him and killed three of his brock. 
men. The reſt made their eſcape to the fort; but one 


of them was mortally wounded, ſo that he died the next 
day. The heutenant did not eſcape without a flight 


wound. The enemy purſued them in great numbers, 


| 1 to the very fort, and compaſſed it on all ſides. They 
1 challenged the Engliſh to come out and fight, and mock- 
ed them, in the groans, pious invocations and dying 


; language of their friends, whom they had captivated 


+ Hubbard's Narrative, Winthrop's journal, and Maſon's 


5 hiſtory of the Pequot war. 


—. + 
# + us — — 
. - . * 


68 


Book I. 
23 2 
1637. 


Killed go- 
ing down 
the river. 


Feb. 21ſt. 
Court at 
Hartford. 


March. 
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when they were torturing them to death. They boaſt. 
ed, That they could kill Engliſh men “ all one flies.“ 
The cannon loaded with grape ſhot were fired upon 
them and they retired. 

SOME time after, the enemy in a number of canoes 
beſet a ſhallop, which was going down the river with 
three men on board. The men fought bravely, but 
were overpowered with numbers. 'The enemy ſhot one 
through the head with an arrow, and he fell overboard; 
the other two were taken. The Indians ripped them 


up, from the bottom of their bellies to their throats, | 


and cleft them down their backs. They then hung 
them up by their necks upon trees by the fide of the riy- 


er, that as the Engliſh paſſed by, they might ſee thoſe 


miſerable objects of their vengeance. 


Tux Pequots tortured the captives to death in the | 
moſt cruel manner. In ſome, they cut large gaſhes in 
their fleſh, and then poured embers and live coals into | 


the wounds. When, in their diſtreſs, they groaned, 


and in a pious manner committed their departing ſpirits | 


to their REDEEMER, theſe barbarians would inſult and 
mock them in their dying agonies and prayers. 
ON the 21ſt of February, the court met at Neu- 


town, and letters were written to the governor of Maſ- | 
ſachuſetts reprepreſenting the diſſatisfaction of the court | 
with Mr. Endicot's expedition, the conſequences of which | 


had been ſo diſtreſsful to Connecticut. The court ex- 
prefſed their defires that the colony of Maſſachuſetts 
would more effectually proſecute the war with the Pe- 
quots.F It was alſo repreſented to be the deſign of 
Connecticut to ſend a force againſt them. 

AT this court it was decreed, That the plantation 
called Newtown ſhould be named Hartford, and that 
Watertown ſhould be called Wethersfield. It was foon 
after decreed, That Dorcheſter ſhould be called Windſor. 
Hartford was named in honor to Mr. Stone, who was 
born at Hartford in England. 

CarTain Maſon was ſoon after diſpatched with twen- 
ty men to reinforce the garriſonatSaybrook, and to keep 
the enemy at a greater diſtance. After his arrival at 
the fort the enemy made no more attacks upon it, but 
appeared very much to withdraw from that quarter. 


+ Winthrop's journal p. 123. 
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A raRTy of them took a different route, and, in A- Book I. 


pril, waylaid the people at Wethersfield, as they were 
going into their fields to labour, and killed fix men and 
three women. Two maids were taken captive. Be- 
ſides, they killed twenty cows, and did other damages 
to the inhabitants. 

So after this captain Underhill, who had been ap- 
pointed in the fall preceding to keep garriſon at Say- 
© brook, was ſent from the Maſſachuſetts with twenty 
men to reinforce the garriſon. Upon their arrival at 


* 


3 
1637. 
April. 
damage at 


Woethers- 
field. 


Saybrook, captain Maſon and his men immediately re- 


turned to Hartford. 

Tx affairs of Connecticut, at this time wore a moſt 
gloomy aſpect. They had ſuſtained great loſſes in cattle 

and goods in the preceding years, and even this year 
they were unfortunate with reſpect to their cattle. 
They had no hay but what they cut from the ſpontane- 


ous productions of an uncultivated country. To make 


good Engliſh meadow was a work of time. The wild, 


= coarſe graſs which the people cut was often mowed too 


late and but poorly made. They did not always cut a 
* ſufficient quantity even of this poor hay. They had no 


*corn or provender with which they could feed them ; 


und amidſt the multiplicity of affairs, which, at their firſt 
ſettlement, demanded their attention, they could not 


provide ſuch ſhelters for them as were neceſſary during 


the long and ſevere winters of this northern climate. 


From an union of theſe circumſtances, ſome of their cat- 


tle were loſt, and thoſe which lived through winter 
phe — 
were commonly poor, and many of the cows loſt their 

ad 15 Notwithſtanding all the exertions the people 
n 


ad made the preceding ſummer, they had not been 


able, in the multiplicity of their affairs, and under their 
inconveniencies, to raiſe a ſufficiency of proviſion. Their 


proviſions were not only very coarſe, but very dear and 
ſcanty. The people were not only unexperienced in 
the huſbandry of the country, but they had but few ox- 
en or ploughs.+ They performed almoſt the whole cul- 


ture of the earth with their hoes. This rendered it both 
exceedingly flow and laborious 


7 It ſeems that at this period there were but thirty ploughs 


in the whole colony of Maſſachuſetts. Winthrop's journal p. 
©2114. It is not probable that tkere were ten, perhaps not five, 


in Connecticut. 
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Boox I. Evrxr article bore a high price. Valuable as money 
ass, at that day, a good cow could not be purchaſed 
1637. under { 30, a pair of bulls or oxen not under { 40. 4 
mare from England or Flanders fold at { 3o, and In. 
dian corn at about five ſhillings a buſhel. Labour, and 
other articles, bore a proportionahle price. 
Ix addition to all theſe difficulties a moſt inſidious and 
dreadful enemy were now deſtroying the lives and prop. 
erty of the coloniſts, attempting to raiſe the numerou; 
Indian tribes of the country againſt them, and threaten. 
ed the utter ruin of the whole colony. The inhabitant; 
were in a feeble ſtate and few in number. They want. 
ed all their men at home, to proſecute the neceſſary bu. 
fineſs of the plantations. They had not a ſufficiency 0 
proviſions for themſelves, there would therefore be th: 
reateſt difficulty in furniſhing a ſmall army, with pro- 
viſions abroad. They could neither hunt, fiſh, nor cul. 
tivate their fields, nor travel at home, or abroad, bu 
l at the peril of their lives. They were obliged to keep: | 
il conſtant watch by night and day ; to go armed to ther | 
„ daily labours, and to the public worſhip. They wen 
Hf obliged to keep a conſtant watch and guard at their hou 
| ſes of worſhip, on the Lord's day, and at other ſeaſons 
| whenever they convened for the public worſhip. The 
lay down and roſe up in fear and danger. If they ſhoul: | 
| raiſe a party of men and fend them to fight the eneny | 
on their own ground, it would render the ſcttlement | 
| proportionably weak at home, in caſe of an aſſault fron | + 
Y | the enemy. Every thing indeed appeared dark an | 
threatening. But nothing could diſcourage men, wh: 
1 had an unſhaken confidence in the divine government, | 
and were determined to facrifice every other conſider: F 
tion, for the enjoyment of the uncorrupted goſpel, au 
the propagation of religion and liberty in America. 
In this important crifis, a court was ſummoned, u 
Hartford, on Monday the 1ſt of May. As they wen“ 
Court to deliberate on matters in which the lives of the ſub 2 
May xſt. jects and the very exiſtence of the colony were concert: oY 
ö ed, the towns for the firſt time, ſent committees. Tit 
'F ſpirited meaſures adopted by this court render the names 
| of the members worthy of perpetuation. The mag 
trates were Roger Ludlow, Eſquire, Mr. Welles, M.“ 
Swain, Mr. Steel, Mr. Phelps and Mr. Ward. The“ 
committees were Mr. Whiting, Mr. Webſter, M.“ 
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Connecticut fell down the river, for the fort at Say- 
brock. They conſiſted of 90 Engliſhmen and about fall down 
Jo Moheagans and river Indians. They embarked on the river. 
board a pink, a pinnace and a ſhallop. The Indians 

—were commanded by Uncas, ſachem of the Moheagans. 

© The whole was commanded by captain John Maſon, 
who had been bred a ſoldier in the old countries. The May 
Reverend Mr. Stone of Hartford went their chaplain. 5+ 

On Monday the 15th the troops arrived at Saybrook 

fort. As the water was low, this little fleet ſeveral 

times ran a ground. The Indians impatient of delays; 

deſired to be ſet on ſhore, promiſing to join the Engliſh 
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Williams, Mr. Hull, Mr. Chaplin, Mr. Talcott, Mr. Book I. 
| Geffords, Mr. Mitchel and Mr. Sherman. 8 


Tu court on mature deliberation, conſidering that 1635. 


the Pequots had killed nearly thirty of the Engliſh; that 

they had tortured and inſulted their captives, in the Deter- 
= moſt horrible manner; that they were attempting to mine on 
engage all the Indians to unite for the purpoſe of extir- 
= pating the Engliſh ; and the danger the whole colony Pequots 


War a- 
gainſt the 


was in, unleſs ſome capital blow could be immediately 
given their enemies, determined, that an offenſive war 
{ſhould be carried on againſt them, by the three towns 
of Windſor, Hartford and Wethersfield. They voted, 


that go men ſhould be raiſed forthwith ; 42 from Hart- 


ford, 30 from Windſor, and 18 from Wethersfield. 
Notwithſtanding the neceflities and poverty of the peo- 

le, all neceflary ſupplies were voted for this little army. 
No ſooner was this reſolution adopted, than the people 


- proſecuted the moſt vigorous meaſures, to carry it into 
immediate and effectual execution. 


THE report of the ſlaughter and horrid cruelties prac- ygagachy- 
tifed by the Pequots, againſt the people of Connecticut, ſetts and 


” rouſed the other colonies to harmonious and ſpirited ex- Plimouth 


ertions againſt the common enemy. Maſſachuſetts de- 15 * 
termined to ſend 200, and Plimouth 40 men to aſſiſt necticut. 


Connecticut in proſecuting the war. Captain Patrick 


with 40 men, was ſent forward, before the other troops, 


from Maſſachuſetts and Plimouth, could be ready to 
march, with a view, that he might ſeaſonably form a 
Junction with the party from Connecticut. | 


Ox Wedneſday the 1oth of May the troops from dar nach; 


the troops 


+ Records of Connecticut. 
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Book I. at Saybrook. The captain therefore granted their re- 
WY queſt. On their march, they fell in with about forty 
1637 6 
Succeſs of priſoner, 

Uncas. Tux priſoner had been a perfidious villain. He had 


1 barks: lived in the fort, ſome time before, and could ſpeak 


roustreat- 


bis prifq- upon the garriſon, and acquainted Saſſacus with every 
2 thing he could diſcover. He had been preſent at the 
laughter of all the Engliſh, who had been killed at 
Saybrook. Uncas and his men inſiſted upon exccuting 
him according to the manner of their anceſtors ; and 
the Engliſh, in the circumſtances in which they then 
were, did not judge it prudent to interpoſe. The In. 
dians, kindling a large fire, violently tore him limb from 
limb. Barbarouſly cutting his fleſh in pieces, they 
handed it round from one to another, eating it, ſinging 


and dancing round the fire, in their violent and tumul. | 
tuous manner. The bones and ſuch parts of their cap- 
tive, as were not conſumed in this dreadful repaſt, were 


committed to the flames and conſumed to aſhes. 
Capt. Ma- - 
— and A check upon the enemy, but as it was an evidence df 
his coun- the fidelity of Uncas and his Indians, of which the 
cil divided Engliſh had been before in doubt. There were other 


m OpIimon. circumſtances however which more than counterbalan- 


ced this joy. The army lay wind bound until Friday, 
and captain Maſon and his officers were entirely dividec 


in opinion, with reſpect to the manner of proſecuting } 


their enterpriſe. The court, by the commiſſion and in. 


ſtructions which it had given, enjoined the landing © | 


the men at Pequot harbour, and that from thence they 


ſhould advance upon the enemy. The captain was for Þ 
Debatesin Paſſing by them, and failing to the Narraganſet coun Þ 


the Coun- try. He was fixed in this opinion, becauſe he found, 


Engliſh well. But after the Pequots commenced hof. | 
ment of tilities againſt the Engliſh, he became a conſtant ſpy *: 


Tus ſucceſs was matter of joy, not only as it wa 


| 


/ 


of the enemy, near the fort, killed ſeven and took one 


cil of war. that expecting the army at Pequot harbour, they kep! 
watch upon the river night and day. Their number Þ 


of men greatly exceded his: He was informed, at Say. k 


brook, that they had ſixteen fire arms with powder and 


ſhot. 'The harbour was compaſſed with rocks and , I 
thickets, affording the enemy every advantage— FR 
They were upon the land and exceedingly light of foot 


He was therefore of the opinion, that they would ren. 
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difficult and dangerous to land, and that he Book I. 
might ſuſtain fuch loſs, as would diſcourage his men 
and fruſtrate the deſign of the expedition. If they 1637. 
- ſhould make good their landing, he was ſure, that while 
they directed their march through the country to the en- 
emies forts, they would waylay and attack them, with 
” their whole force, at every difficult paſs. Beſide, if 
they ſhould find on trial, that they were not able to de- 


feat the Engliſh, they would run off to fwamps and faſt- 


neſſes, where they could not be found; and they ſhould | 


not be able to effect any thing capital againſt them. 
He was not without hopes, that by going to Narraganſet 


be might ſurpriſe them. There was alſo ſome proſpect, 


that the Narraganſets would join him in the expedition, 
and that he might fall in with ſome part of the troops 
from Maſſachuſetts. 

His officers and men in general were for attending 
their inſtructions, and going at all hazards directly to 
the forts. The neceſſity of their affairs at home, the 
danger of the Indians attacking their families and ſet- 
tlements, in their abſence, made them wiſh, at once to 
diſpatch the buſineſs, on which they had been ſent. 
They did not reliſh a long march through the wilder- 
neſs. 'They alſo imagined that they might be diſcover- 


ed, even ſhould they determine to march from Narragan- 


et to the attack of the enemy. In this diviſion of opin- 
ton, Mr. Stone was deſired by the officers moſt impor- 


tunately to pray for them, That their way might be 


directed, and, that notwithſtanding the preſent embar- 
rraſſment, the enterpriſe might be crowned with ſucceſs. 
> , Mx. SroxE ſpent moſt of 'Thurſday night in prayer, Mr. Stone 
and the next morning viſiting captain M 
* him, that he had done as he was deſired ; adding, That 
he was entirely ſatisfied with his plan. The council 
Was again called, and upon a full view of all the reaſons, 
-* unanimouſly agreed to proceed to Narraganſet. It was 
== alſo determined, that twenty men ſhould be ſent back to 
Connecticut, to ſtrengthen the infant ſettlements, while 
© the reſt of the troops were employed in ſervice againſt 
the enemy; and, that captain Underhill, with nineteen 
= men-from the garriſon at Saybrook fort ſhould ſupply 
= their places. 


L 


aſon afſured prays. 
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Ox Friday, May 19th the captain failed for Narra. 


ganſet Bay, and arrived on Saturday at the deſired port, 
Upon Monday captain Maſon and captain Underhill 
marched with a guard to the plantation of Canonicus, 
and acquainted him with the deſign of their coming, 
A meſſenger was immediately diſpatched to Miantoni. 


gainſt the moh, the chief ſachem of the Narraganſets, to acquaint 


Pequots. 


him alſo with the expedition. The next day Miantoni. 
moh met them, with his chief counſellors and warriors, 
conſiſting of about 200 men. Captain Maſon certified 
him, that the occaſion of his coming with armed men, 
into his country, was to avenge the intolerable injuries, 


which the Pequots, his as well as their enemies, had 


done the Englith : and, that he deſired a free paſſage to 
the Pequot forts. After a ſolemn conſultation in the 
Indian manner, Miantonimoh anſwered, That he high. 
ly approved of the expedition, and that he would ſen 
men. He obſerved however, That the Engliſh wer: 
not ſufficient in number to fight with the enemy. II. 
ſaid the Pequots were great captains, fled in war, 


and rather {lighted the Engliſh. Captain Maſon landed 


his men and marched juſt at night to the plantation oſ 
Canonicus, which was appointed to be the place cf 
general rendezvous. 'That night there arrived an Indian 


runner in the camp, with a letter from captain Patrick, 


who had arrived with his party at Mr. Williams's plan- 
tation in Providence. Captain Patrick ſigniſied his de- 
fire, that captain Maſon would watt until he could join 


him. Upon deliberation it was determined not to. 


wait, though a junction was greatly deſired. The men 


had already been detained much longer than was agree- | 
able to their withes. When they had abſolutely reſo|- | 


ved the preceding day to march the next morning, the 


Indians inſiſted, that they were but in jeſt ; That En. 
gliſhmen talked much, but would not fight. It was 


therefore feared, that any delay would have a bad effect 
upon them. It was alſo ſuſpected, that if they did not 
proceed immediately, they ſhould be diſcovered, as there 
were a number of ſquaws who maintained an inter- 


courſe between the Pequot and Narraganſet Indians. 


The army therefore, conſiſting of 77 Englifhmen, 60 
Moheagan and river Indians, and about 200 Narragan- 
ſets, marched on Wedneſday morning and that day 
reached the eaſtern Nihantick, about eighteen or twel- 
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ty miles, from the place of their rendezvous the night Book I. 

> before. This was a frontier to the Pequots, and was = 
the ſeat of one of the Narraganſet ſachems. Tere 1637. 
the army halted, at the cloſe of the day. But the ſa- wWednef— 
chem and his Indians conducted themſelves in a haugh- day May 
ty manner toward the Englith, and would not utter 24th. 
them to enter within their fort. Captain Maſon there- 


fore placed a ſtrong guard round the fort; and as the 
Indians would not ſuffer him to enter it, he determined 
that none of them ſhould come out. Knowing the perfi- 


dy of the Indians and that it was cuſtomary among them 


to ſuffer the neareſt relatives of their greateſt enemies, 
to reſide with them, he judged it neceilary to prevent 
their diſcovering him to the enemy. 


In the morning a conſiderable number of Miantoni- Thurſday 
moh's men came on and joined the Engliſh. This en- 25th. 


couraged many of the Nihanticks alſo to join them. 
They ſoon formed a circle and made proteſtations, how 
gallantly they would fight, and what numbers they 
would kill. When the army marched, the next morn— 
ing, the captain had with him nearly 50 Indians. He 
marched twelve miles to the ford in Pawcatuck river. 
The day was very hot and the men, through the great 
heat and a ſcarcity of proviſion, began to faint. The 
army therefore made a conſiderable halt, and refreſhed 


themſelves. Here the Narraganſet Indians began to 
manifeſt their dread of the Pequots, and to enquire of 
captain Maſon with great anxiety what were his real 
deſigns. He aſſured them, that it was his deſign to at- 


tack the Pequots in their forts. At this they appeared 
to be panlic-ſtruck, and filled with amazement. Many 
of them drew off and returned to Narraganſet. The 


army marched on about three miles, and came to Indian 
corn- fields; and the captain imagining that he drew 


near the enemy made an halt ; called his guides and 


council, and demanded of the Indians how far it was to 
the forts. They repreſented, That it was twelve miles 
to Saſſacus's fort, and that both forts were in a manner 
impregnable. Wequaſn, a Pequot captain or petty ſa- 
chem, who had revolted from Saffacus to the Narragan- 
ſets, was the principal guide, and he proved faithful. 
He gave ſuch information reſpecting the diſtance of 
the forts from each other, and the diſtance which they 
= were then at from the chief ſachem's, as determined him 
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Book I. and his officers to alter the reſolution, which they had 

WS before adopted of attacking them both at once; and to 

1637- make a united attack upon that at Miſtic. He found 
his men ſo fatigued, in marching through a pathleſ: 
wilderneſs, with their proviſions, arms and ammunition, 
and fo affected with the heat, that this reſolution ap. 
peared to be abſolutely neceſſary. One of captain Un. 
derhill's men became lame, at the ſame time, and began 
to fail. The army therefore proceeded directly to Mil. 
tic, and continuing their march came to a ſmall ſwamy 
between two hills juſt at the diſappearing of the day 
light. The officers ſuppoſing that they were now near 
the fort, pitched their little camp, between, or near two 
large rocks, in Groton, ſince called Porter's rocks. 'The 
men were faint and weary, and though the rocks wer: 
their pillows, their reſt was ſweet. The guards aud 
ſentinels were conſiderably advanced, in the front of the 
army, and heard the enemy ſinging, at the fort, and con- 
tinuing their rejoicings even until midnight. The) 
had ſeen the veſſels paſs the harbour ſome days before, 
and had concluded, that the Englith were afraid, atid 
had not courage to attack them. They were therefor: | 
rejoicing, ſinging, dancing, inſulting them, and weary- 
ing themſelves on this account. 

Tux night was ſerene and towards morning the 
moon ſhone clear. The important crifis was now come 
when the very exiſtence of Connecticut, under pror- 
dence, was to be determined, by the ſword in a fingle ac- 
tion; and to be decided by the good conduct of lefs than 
eighty brave men. The Indians who remained were 
now ſorely diſmayed, and though, at firſt, they had led 
the van and boaſted of great feats, yet were now all 
fallen back in the rear. | 

ABOUT two hours before day the men were rouſed 

Attack on yith all expedition, and briefly commending themſelves | 

Mittic Ax _ 

fort May and their cauſe to God, advanced immediately towards 

26th. the fort. After a march of about two miles, they came 
to the foot of a large hill where a fine country openet | 
before them. The captain ſuppoſing that the fort could | 


not be far diſtant, ſent for the Indians in the rear to 


come up. Uncas and Wequaſh. at length appeared. 
He demanded of them where the fort was. They an- 
ſwered on the top of the hill. He demanded of then | 
where were the other Indians? They anſwered, tha: 
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they were much afraid. The captain ſent to them not Book I. 
$ fly, but to ſurround the fort, at any diſtance they WWW 
pleaſed, and ſee whether Engliſhmen would fight. 1637. 

The day was nearly dawning and no time was now to be 


loſt. The men preſſed on, in two diviſions, captain 
Maſon to the north eaſtern, and captain Underhill to 


the weſternentrance. As the object which they had 


been ſo long ſeeking came into view, and while they 
reflected they were to fight not only for themſelves, but 
their parents, wives, children and the whole colony, 
the martial ſpirit kindled in their bofoms, and they 
were wonderfully animated and aſſiſted. As captain 
Maſon advanced within a rod or two of the fort a dog 
barked, and an Indian roared out, Owanux ! Owanux ! 


That is, Engliſhmen ! Engliſhmen ! The troops preſſed 


on and as the Indians were rallying, poured in upon 
them, through the palliſadoes, a general diſcharge of 
their muſkets, and then wheeling off to the principal 
entrance entered the fort ſword in hand. Notwithſtand- 
ing the ſuddenneſs of the attack, the blaze and thunder 
of their arms, the enemy made a manly and deſperate 
reſiſtance. Captain Maſon and his party drove the In- 
dians in the main ſtreet towards the weſt part of the 
fort, where ſome bold men, who had forced their way 
met them and made ſuch ſlaughter among them, that the 
Areet was ſoon clear of the enemy. They fecreted 
themſclves in, and behind their wigwams, and takin 

Advantage of every covert, maintained an obſtinate de- 
fence. The captain and his men entered the wigwams, 
where they were beſet with many Indians, who took 


every advantage to ſhoot them and lay hands upon them, 


fo that it was with great difficulty that they could de- 
fend themſelves with their ſwords. After a ſevere con- 
flict, in which many of the Indians were ſlain, ſome 
of the Englifh killed and others forely wounded, the vic- 


tory ſtill hung in ſuſpenfe. The captain finding himſelf 
much exhauſted and out of breath, as well as his men, 
y the extraordinary exertions which they had made; 


I this critical ſtate of the action, had recourſe to a ſuc- 


kefsful expedient. He cries out to his men, Wt MosT 
2BURN THEM. He immediately entering a wigwam 
ook fire and put it into the mats, with which the wig- Fort 

ams were covered. The fire inſtantlykindling, ſpread burnt. 
with ſuch violence, that all the Indian houſes were ſoon 
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Geo In- 
dians de- 
ſtroyed. 


Danger 
and diſ- 
treſs of 
the army. 


Book I. wrapped in one general flame. 
Ly. Englih retired without the fort, and compaſſed it on 
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As the fire increaſed the 


every ſide. Uncas and his Indians with ſuch of the 
Narraganſets as yet remained, took courage, from the 
example of the Engliſh, and formed another circle in 
the rear of them. 'The enemy were now ſeized with 


aſtoniſhment, and forced, by the flames, from their lurk. | 


ing places into open light, and became a fair mark for 


the Engliſh ſoldiers. 


from the Engliſh into the very flames. 
periſhed in the conflagration. 
Tux greatneſs and violence of the fire, the reflection 


of the light, the flaſhing and roar of the arms, the ſhricks | 


and yellings of the men, women and children in the 
fort, and the ſhoutings of the Indians without, juſt at 
the dawning of the morning, exhibited a grand and aw- 
ful ſcene. 


were burnt and five or fix hundred Indians periſhed, c- 


ther by the ſword or in the flames. f“ A hundred and 


fifty warriors had been ſent on the evening before, who, 


that very morning, were to have gone forth againſt the F 


Engliſh. Of theſe, and all who belonged to the fort, 
ſeven only eſcaped, and ſeven were made priſoners. |: 
had been previouſly concluded not to burn the fort, but 
to deſtroy the enemy, and take the plunder ; but the 
captain afterwards found it the only expedient to obtain 
the victory, and ſave his men. Thus parents and chil- 
dren, the ſannup and ſquaw, the old man and the babe, 
periſhed in promiſcuous ruin. 

Trovcn the victory was complete, yet the army 
were in great danger and diſtreſs. The men had been 


exceedingly fatigued, by the heat, and long marches 


through rough and difficult places; and by that con- 
ſtant watch and guard which they had been obliged to 
keep. They had now been greatly exhauſted, by the 
ſharpneſs of the action, and the exertions which they 


+ Captain Maſon in his hiſtory ſays, 6or 500. From the 
number of Wigwams and the reinforcement, the probability 
that about Goo were deſtroyed. 


Some climbed the palliſadoes and 
were inſtantly brought down by the fire of the Engliſh * 
muſkets. Others deſperately ſallying forth from their | 
burning cells, were ſhot, or cut in pieces with the ſword, | 


Such terror fell upon them, that they would run back 
Great number; | 


In a little more than an hour this whol: F 
work of deſtruction was finiſhed. Seventy wigwam: | 


rectly into the harbour. 
army, at that time, was a moſt joyful ſight. 
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had been neceſſitated to make. Their loſs was very 
conſiderable. 


F Engliſh. Numbers fainted by reaſon of fatigue, the 


heat and want of neceſſaries. The Surgeon, their pro- 


k 
® viſions, and the articles neceſſary for the wounded were 


= Narraganſet bay, the night before, for Pequot harbour; 


* 
* 


on board the veſſels, which had been ordered to fail from 
but there was no appearance of them in the ſound. 
They were ſenſible, that by the burning of the fort, and 
the noiſe of war, they had alarmed the country; and 


therefore were in conſtant expeCtation of an attack, by 


a freſh and numerous enemy, from the other fortreſs, 


and from every quarter whence the Pequots might be 
== collected. 


A NUMBER of the friendly Indians had been wound- 


= ed, and they were ſo diſtracted with fear, that it was 
= difficult even to ſpeak with their guide and interpreter, 
or to know any thing what they deſigned. The Engliſh 


were in an enemies country, and entire ſtrangers to the 


wap, in which they muſt return. The enemy were far 
= more numerous than themſelves, and enraged to the 


higheſt degree. Another circumſtance rendered their 


* ſituation ſtill more dangerous, their proviſions and am- 


munition were both nearly expended. Four or five 
men were ſo wounded that it was neceſſary to carry them, 


and they were alſo obliged to bear about twenty fire 


arms, ſo that not more than forty men could be ſpared 
for action. | 

® AFTER an interval of about an hour, while the offi- 
cers were in conſultation, what courſe they ſhould take, 
their veſſels, as though guided by the hand of provi- 
= dence, to ſerve the neceſſities of theſe brave men, came 
full in view; and, under a fair gale, were fteering di- 
'This, in the ſituation of rhe 


* IMMEDIATELY upon thediſcovery of the veſſels, about 
three hundred Indians came on from the other fort. 
Captain Maſon, perceiving their approach, led out a 


choſen party to engage them and try their temper. He 
gave them ſuch a warm reception as ſoon checked and 
put them to a ſtand. This gave him great encourage- 

ment, and he ordered the army to march for Pequot har- 


©” bour, 


The enemy, upon thus, imediately advanced to 
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5 Two men were killed, nearly twenty Www 
> wounded. This was more than one quarter of the 
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Book I. the hill where the fort ſtood ; and viewing the deſtruc. 
tion which had been made, ſtamped and tore their ha, 
1637. from their heads. After a ſhort pauſe, and blowing 5 
themſelves up to the higheſt tranſport of paſſion, th) : 
2 leaped down the hill after the army in the moft violem 
il} um. manner, as though they were about to run over the Eng. 
il liſh. Captain Underhill, who, with a number of . 
j | beſt men, was ordered to defend the rear, ſoon checked! 
| the eagerneſs of their purſuit, and taught them to keey | 
at a more reſpectful diſtance. The friendly Indians, wly 
q' had not deferted naw kept cloſe to the Engliſh, and i 
was believed, that after the enemy came on, they wen 
afraid to leave them. The enemy purſued the arm 
nearly ſix miles, fometimes ſhooting at a diſtance, fron 
behind rocks and trees, and at other times preſſing a] 
more violently and deſperately hazarding themfelves n 
J the open field. 
1 THar the Engliſh might all be enabled to fight, ch. 
1 tain Maſon ſoon hired the Hl a cre WM 
ded men and their arms. The Engliſh killed feveral «7 
the enemy while they purfued them but fuſtained n 
loſs thernfelves. When they killed a Pequot, the othe 
L Indians would ſhout, run and fetch his head. At lengtt 
| the enemy finding, that they could make no impreſſion 
| upon the army, and that wounds and death attended f 
their attempts, gave over the purſuit. TOY 
Tur army then marched to the harbour with 6% 
| 
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colours flying, and were received on board the vera 


with great mutual joy and congratulation. 


In about three weeks: from the time the men EIT YN | 


"" — „ * 
C 4 1 
. 
8 * 


ed at Hartford they returned again to their refpectir | 4 
habitations. They were received with the greateſt ei. # 


hed 


ultation. As the people had been deeply affected wi 
their danger, and full of anxiety for their friends, whil F-. 
nearly half the effective men in the colony were in fer Pa 
vice, upon ſo hazardous. an enterpriſe, fo. fudden : PR 
Jor to change, in the great victory obtained, and in the ſat: F 
Connecti. return of fo many of their children and neighbouss, fille! FR 
cut. them with exceeding joy and thankfulneſs. Ever; FR. 
family and every worthipping affembly fpake the lan-“ 
guage — and thankfgiving. 1 
SEVERAL circumſtances 3 this enterpriſe . 
were much noticed by the ſoldiers themſelves, and = | 2 
cially by all the pious people. It was. conſidered 3 | 3 


1 life of captain Maſon was very ſignally preſerved. 


þ 


| 


mot.“ 


gut was in this, in that uncommon criſis. 


* 


- 
5 | 
, 


2 Hubbard's Narrative. 
= } Maſon's Hiſtory. 


%% 
* 
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ery providential, that the army ſhould march nearly 


Forty miles, and a conſiderable part of it in the enemies 


count ry, and not be diſcovered until the moment they 


ere ready to commence the attack. It was judged re- Rcmarka- 


markable, that the veſſels ſnould come into the harbour 
at the very hour in which they were molt needed. 1 5 
8 
he entered a wigwam for fire to burn the fort, an Indian 
was drawing an arrow to the very head and would have 
killed him inſtantly, but Davis, one of his ſergeants, cut 
the bowſtring, with his cutlaſs, and prevented the fatal 
Lieutenant Bull received an arrow into a hard 
piece of Cheeſe, which he had in his clothes, and by it 
was ſaved harmleſs. ' Two ſoldiers, John Dier and 
Thomas Stiles, both ſervants of one man, were ſhot in 
"the knots of their neckcloths, and by them preſerved 
from inſtant death. | 
Fx enterpriſes have ever been achieved with more 
perſonal bravery or good conduct. In few have ſo great 
a proportion of the effective men of a whole colony, 


Book I. 


1637. 
ble cir- 


cumſtan- 
Ces. 


Gallantry 


and good 


ſtate, or nation been put to ſo great and immediate conduct. 


the WM danger. In few, have a people been ſo deeply and im- 


mediately intereſted, as the whole colony of Connecti- 
In theſe reſ- 
pects even the great armaments and battles of Europe 
are comparatively of little importance. In this, under 
the divine conduct, by ſeventy-ſeven brave men, Con- 
mecticut was ſaved, and the moſt warlike and terrible 
dian nation, in New-England, defeated and ruined. 


Tux body of the Pequots returning from the purſuit 
of captain Maſon, repaired to Saſſacus, at the royal for- 
treſs, and related the doleful ſtory of their misfortunes. 
They charged them all to his haughtineſs and miſcon- their fort 
— gud, and threatened him, and his, with immediate de- and flee, 
ruction. 
for him; and, at their intreaty, his men ſpared his life. 
Then upon conſultation, they concluded, that they 
Ppould not, with ys 
y. They were indeed ſo panic ſtruck, that burning 
heir wigavams and deſtroying their fort, they fled and 


His friends and chief counſellors interceded 


remain any longer in the coun- 


—  — — 


Pequots 
deſtroy 
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| Boox I. fcattered into various parts of the country. Saſſacus, 
"1 | HWY Mononotto and ſeventy or eighty of their chief coun. > 
i 10% ſellors and warriors took their route towards Hudſon: 
1 river. A 
1 Jus before captain Maſon went out upon the expe. 
dition againſt the Pequots, the Dutch performed a ver, 


0 3 0 7 . 

0 pp gore neighbourly office for Connecticut. The two maids, 7 
e hoping * who had been captivated at Wethersfield, had throug 

. ed. the humanity and mediation of Mononotto's ſquay, 


been ſpared from death, and kindly treated. Ihe 

Dutch governor, receiving intelligence of their circum. 

Il ſtances, determined to redeem them, at any rate, an 

Ii diſpatched'a ſloop to Pequot harbour for that purpoſe,” 
Upon its arrival, the Dutch made large offers for thei 
redemption, but the Pequots would not accept then 
Finally as the Dutch had a number of Pequots «7 
board, whom they had taken, and finding that the 
could do no better, they offered the Pequots fix of the; 
own men for the two maids.* Theſe they accept: 
and the Dutch delivered the young women at Saybrod 
juſt before captain Maſon and his party arrived. (* 
them he reccived particular information reſpecting tk: 
enemy. 

AN Indian runner diſpatched by Mr. Williams, 
Providence, ſoon carried the news of the ſucceſs 
Connecticut againſt the Pequots, to the governor « 
Maſſachuſetts. The governor and his council judgit 
that the Pequots had received a capital blow, ſent f 
ward but a hundred and twenty men. Theſe wa? 
commanded by Mr. Stoughton, and the reverend . 
Wilſon of Boſton was ſent his chaplain. >. 

Tuls party arrived at Pequot harbour the latter pu 

June, of June. By the aſſiſtance of the Narraganſet Indian? 
the party under captain Stoughton ſurrounded a la. 
body of Pequots in a ſwamp. They took eiglity cap 

equots tives, Thirty were men; the reſt were women a 
token. children. The men, except two ſachems, were kill 
but the women and children were faved.+ The ſachem 

promiſed to conduct the Engliſh to Saffacus, and u, 

chat purpoſe were ſpared for the preſent. 


— 


* Winthrop's Journal, p. 128. "= 
+ Rubbard's Narrative p. 34, and Winthrop's Journal p%* 8 
130, 132. | Wc 
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* k Tu court at Connecticut ordered that forty men Book I. 
* mould be raiſed forthwith for the further proſecution Wu 
pf the war againſt the Pequots, to be commanded by 1637. 
„ gaptain Maſon. . June 26. 
be | Tux troops from Connecticut made a junction with 
10 5 the party, under the command of captain Stoughton at 
oi Pequot. Mr. Ludlow, with other principal gentlemen 
ugh from Connecticut, went alſo with the army, to advite 
Th 8 with reſpect to the meaſures to be adopted in the fur- 
; ther proſecution of the war. Upon general coniulta- 
* tion, it was concluded to purſue the Pequots, who had 
an fled to the weſtward. The army marched immedlate- 
oe , and ſoon diſcovered the places, where the enemy 
her | 2. rendezvouſed, at their ſeveral removes. As theſe 
"Ow were not far diſtant from each other, it appeared, that 
On they moved ſlowly, having their women and children 
the with them. They alſo were without proviſion, and 
ther were obliged to dig for clams, and to range the groves 
Pte for ſuch articles as they afforded. The Engliſh found 
„ dome ſcattering Pequots, as they ſcoured the country, 
0 whom they captivated, and from whom they obtained 
e intelligence relative to the Pequots whom they were 
rſuing. But finding, that the ſachems, whom they 
thy © ad ſpared, would give them noinformation, they beheaded Origin of 
ls chem, on their march, at a place called Menunkatuch, 1 : 


—ZHnce Guilford ; from which circumitance the ſpot on 
Sh > Zwhich the execution was done, bears the name of fa- 
—— Ehem's head to the preſent time. In three days they 
— grrivedatNew-Haven harbour. The veſſels ſailed alon 
1s the ſhore while the troops marched by land. At New- 
XX Haven, then called Quinnipiack, a great ſmoke, at a 
| mall diſtance, was diſcovered in the woods. The of- 
"> ficers ſuppoſing, that they had now diſcovered the ene- 
my, ordered the army immediately to advance upon 
them; but were ſoon informed that they were not in 
that vicinity. The Connecticut Indians had kindled 
the fires. whence the ſmoke aroſe. The troops ſoon 
2X embarked on board the veſſels. After ſtaying ſcveral 
days at New. Haven, the officers received intelligence 
from a Pequot, whom they had previouſly ſcut to 
XX make diſcovery, that the enemy were at a conſiderable 
wi % diſtance, in a great ſwamp, to the weſtward. Upon 
"RE this information, the army marched with all poſlible 
= diſpatch to a great ſwamp, in Fairfield, where were 
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ſwamp 
fight, July 
I3th, 


any harm. But the Pequot warriors had too great: 


Diviſion 
amongthe 
oſhcers. 


TRT HIS TONI Chr. V. 


eighty or a hundred Pequot warriors, and nearly tuo 
hundred other Indians. The ſwamp was ſuch a thick. 
et, ſo deep and boggy, that it was difficult to enter it, 


or make any movement without ſinking in the mire. 


Lieutenant Davenport and others, ruſhing eagerly into 


it, were ſorely wounded, and ſeveral were ſoon ſo deepin | 


the mud, that they could not get out without aſliſtance, 
The enemy preſſed them ſo hard, that they were juſ 
ready to ſeize them by the hair of their head. A nun. 
ber of brave men were obliged to reſcue them ſword 
in hand. Some of the Indians were ſlain and the men 
were drawn out of the mire. 'The ſwamp was fur. 


rounded, and after a conſiderable ſkirmiſh the Indian; © 


deſired a parly. As the officers were not willing to 


make a promiſcuous deſtruCtion of men, women and 


children, and as the ſachem and Indians of the vicinity 


had fled into the ſwamp, though they had done the co. 
onies no injury, a parly was granted. Thomas Stan 
ton, a man well acquainted with the manners and lar. 

guage of the Indians, was ſent to treat with them. He 


was authorized to offer life to all the Indians who had 
ſhed no Engliſh blood. Upon this offer, the ſachen 
of the place came out to the Engliſh, and one company 
of old men, women and children after another, to the 
number of about two hundred. The ſachem of the 
place declared for himſelf and his Indians, that they had 
neither ſhed the blood of the Engliſh nor done then 


ſpirit to accept of the offer of life, declaring, that they 


would fight it out. They ſhot their arrows at Stanton, 
and preſſed ſo hard upon him, that the ſoldiers were ob- 


liged to fly to his reſcue. The fight was then reneu- 


ed, the ſoldiers firing upon them when ever an opportu- 
nity preſented. But by reafon of an unhappy diviſion 
among the officers a great part of the enemy eſcaped. 


Some were for forcing the ſwamp immediately, but I 


this was oppoſed, as too dangerous. Others were for 
cutting it down, as they had taken many hatchets, with 


which they were of the opinion it might be effectel. 


Some others were for making a palliſado and hedge 
round it, but neither of theſe meaſures could be adopt- 
ed.: As night came on, the Engliſh cut through 


Hubbard's Narrative, p. 38. 
t Maſen's hiſtory. 


Ta =" 


* ns 


08 watched them until it was nearly morning. A thick 
fog aroſe juſt before day, and it became exceedingly 
dark. At this juncture the Indians took the opportu- 

ſt Mmity to break through the Engliſh. They made their 

. firſt attempt upon captain Patrick's quarters, yelling in 

d their hideous manner and preſſing on with violence, 

1 but they were ſeveral ti mes driven back. As the noiſe 

. and tumult of war increaſed, captain Maſon ſent a par- 

W ty to aſſiſt captain Patrick. Captain Traſk alſo march- 

to, ed to reinforce him. As the battle greatly increaſ- 

d eg, the ſiege broke up. Captain Maſon marched to 

ty give aſhſtance in the action. Advancing to the turn 

l. of the ſwamp, he found that the enemy were preſſing 

Ne out upon him ; but he gave them ſo warm a reception, 

n. that they were ſoon glad to retire. While he was ex- 

le Eting that they would make another attempt upon 

ad im, they faced about, and falling violently on captain 

>M Patrick, broke through his quarters and fled. Theſe Enemy 
ny were their braveſt warriors, ſixty or ſeventy of whom pe. 
the made their eſcape. About twenty were killed, and one 

the > Hundred and eighty were taken priſoners. The Eng- 

1ad Ih alſo took hatchets, wampum, kettles, trays and oth- 

em er Indian utenſils. 

ta © = Tre Pequot women and children, who had been cap- Captives 
ben F vated were divided among the troops. Some were car- divided. 
on, med to Connecticut, and others to the Maſſachuſetts. 

ob- The people of Maſſachuſetts ſent a number of the women 

u- and boys to the Weſt-Indies, and ſold them for ſlaves. 

tu- | It was ſuppoſed, Thatabout ſeven hundred Pequots were 

jon | deſtroyed. The women who were captivated, reported, 

ed. chat thirteen ſachems had been lain, and that thirteen 

but yet ſurvived. Among the latter were Saſſacus and Mo- 

for | Monotto, the two chief ſachems. Theſe with about 

ith Fenty of their beſt men fled to the Mohawks. They 

tel. erried off with them wampum to the amount of £ 500+ 

age he Mohawks ſurpriſed and flew them all except Mo- 

pt. onotto. They wounded him, but he made his eſcape. 
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Warrow part of it, by which the circumference was Book I. 
greatly leſſened; ſo that the ſoldiers, at twelve feet di-. 


tance from each other, were able completely to com- 1637. 
aſs the enemy. In this manner they encloſed and 


q he ſcalp of Saſſacus was ſent to Connecticut in the fall, 


5 T Winthrop's Journal, p. 136, 
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14 Book I. and Mr. Ludlow and ſeveral other gentlemen, going 
1H into Maſſachuſetts, in September, carried a lock ot it t ©; 
| 1637. Boſton, as a rare ſight, and a ſure demonſtration of the 
death of their mortal enemy. | 7 
AMONG the Pequot captives was the wife and chi. 
Sxchem's dren of Mononotto. She was particularly noticed, by "7 
wife and the Engliſh, for her great modeſty, humanity and god 
ehldren. ſenſe. She made it as her only requeſt, That ſhe mig 
not beinjured either as to heroftspring or perſonal honor. 
As a requital of her kindneſs to the captivated maid; 
her life and the lives of her cluldren were not only ſpar. 
ed, but they were particularly recommended to the car. 
of governor Winthrop. He gave charge for their pro 
tection and kind treatment. 
AFTER the ſwamp-fight the Pequots became fo wei 
and ſcattered, that the Narraganſets and Moheagan 
conſtantly killed them, and brought in their heads 
Windſor and Hartford. Thoſe who ſurvived were! 
hunted and haraſſed, that a number of their chief nu 
repaired to the Engliſh, at Hartford for relief. The 
offered, if their lives might be ſpared, that they wou: 7 
become the ſervants of the Engliſh and be diſpoſed oi 
their pleaſure. This was granted and the court i 
terpoſed for their protection. 
Uncas and Miantonimoh with the Pequots, by“ 
Covenant direction of the magiſtrates of Connecticut, met : 


* 
I — WM —— þ 4 


og Hartford; and it was demanded of them, How mat 
Septem. of the Pequots were yet living? They anſwered, Abor 
ber 21ſt, two hundred beſides women and children, T:ii XX 
1639, magiſtrates then entered into a firm covenant withthcn ey 


ME, 
* 


to the following effect, That there ſhould be perpetu 
peace between Miantonimoh and Uncas and their u. 
pective Indians, and that all paſt injuries ſhould be 
mitted and for ever buried: That if any injuries {hou 
be done, in future, by one party to the other, that th 
ſhould not immediately revenge it, but appeal to 
Engliſh to do them juſtice. It was ſtipulated, tw 

they ſhould ſubmit to their determination, and that it 
ther party ſhould be obſtinate, that then they might er 
force ſubmiſſion to their deciſions. It was further 
greed, That neither the Moheagans, nor Narraga"© pp 
ſhould conceal or entertain any of their- enemies; 
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the Pequot Indians to the Narraganſets and Moheagans : 1637, 
Nighty to Miantonimoh, twenty to Ninnigret; and the 
ether hundred to Uncas; to be received and treated as 
their men. It was alſo covenanted, That the Pequots 
mould never more inhabit their native country, nor be 
called Pequots, but Narraganſets and -Moheagans. It 
Vas alſo further ſtipulated, That neither the Narragan- 
fits nor Moheazans ſhould poſſeſs any part of the Pequot 
Wuntry without the conſent of the Engliſh. The Pe- 
quots were to pay a tribute, at Connecticut annually, of 
fathom of wampumpeag for every Sannop, of half a 
fathom for every young man and of a hand for every male 
Bapooſe. On theſe conditions the magiſtrates, in behalf of 
Me colony, ſtipulated a firm peace with all theſe Indians.“ 
ITI conqueſt of the Pequots ſtruck all the Indians 
in New-England with terror, and they were poſſeſſed 
with ſuch fear of the diſpleaſure and arms of the Eng- 
liſh, that they had no open war with them for nearly 
forty years. 
Tuts happy event gave great joy to the colonies. 
A day of public thankſgiving was appointed; and, in 
l the churches of New-England, devout and animated 
praiſes were addreſſed to him, who giveth his people the 
Retory, and cauſeth them to dwell ſafely. 


* CHAPTER VI. 


FRFEFFECTS of the war. Great ſcarcity in Connecticut, 
Yet uu 


* and means taken to relieve the neceſſities of the people. 
Settlement of New- Haven. Plantation covenant. Means 
» for the defence of the colony. Captain Maſon made ma- 


+ gor-general. Civil conſtitution of Connecticut, formed by 


voluntary compa. Firſt general elefion at Connecticui. 
— * 5 : 
= Governors and magiſtrates. General rights of the peo- 


ple, and principal laws of the colmy. Confiitution and 
laws of New- Haven. Purchaſe and ſettlement of ſeveral 


= Zowns in Connectiaut and New- Haven. 


happily term imated, yet the effects of it were le- 


—— 


Records of Connecticut. 


© bs | THOUGH the war with the Pequots was now 


feliver up or deſtroy all ſuch Indians as had murdered Book I. 
my Engliſh man or woman. The Engliſh then gave 
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verely felt by the inhabitants. The conſequences wen ; 


— ſcarcity and a debt, which, in the low ſtate of the colo. 5 


1637. 


Scarcity 
in Con- 
necticut. 


Relie ved. 


ny, it was exceedingly difficult to pay. Almoſt even 


* 


article of food, or clothing was purchaſed at the deareſt "IS 


rate. And the planters had not yet reaped any conſid. ® 
erable advantage from their farms. Such a proportion 
of their labourers had been employed in the war, and the 8 
country was ſo uncultivated, that all the proviſig 
which had been raiſed, or imported, was in no meaſur: 
proportionate to the wants of the people. The winter vu 
uncommonly ſevere, which increaſed the diſtreſs of the" 
colony. The court at Connecticut foreſeeing, that the 7 
people would be in great want of bread, contracted wih 
Mr. Pyncheon for five hundred buſhels of Indian con, 
which he was to purchaſe of the Indians, and a greater 
qua: tity if it could be obtained. The inhabitants wer 
prohibited to bargain for it privately, and limited to ce. 
tain prices, leſt it ſhould raiſe the price, while he wa! 
making the purchaſe. A committee was alſo appeina f 
by the court to ſend a veſſel to Narraganſet to buy of th: 
natives in that quarter. But notwithſtanding even © 
precaution which was taken, the ſcarcity became ſuch 
that corn aroſe, to the extraordinary price of twelr: 7 


ſhillings by the buſhel.* In this diſtreſsful ſituation: RY 


committee was ſent to an Indian ſettlement called P. 
comtock, ſince Deerfield, where they purchaſed ſuch 


quantities, that the Indians came down to Windſor and ; 


Hartford with fifty canoes at one time, laden with In? 
dian corn.) The good people conſidered this as a gret | 55 
deliverance. Thoſe, who, in England, had fed on 1 
fineſt of the wheat, in the beginning of affairs in Con. 
necticut, were thankful for ſuch coarſe fare as Indian 


bread for themſelves and children. 


In this low ſtate of the colony the court found it ne- 4 * 
ceſſary to order the towns immediately to furniſh then - 
ſelves with magazines of powder, lead and ſhot, and *‘ 


'+ The ſnow lay from the 4th of November until the 23d of 
March. It was, at ſometimes, three and four feet deep. Once BY 
in the winter it ſnowed for two hours together flakes as big 4 E: 


Engliſh ſhillings, Winthrop's Journal, p. 154. 
tf Records of Connecticut. 


* Maſon's Hiſtory. Twelve ſhillings ſterling at that time wat ; 


doubtleſs equal to eightcen or twenty ſhill/ags lawful money. 
$ Maſon's Hiſtory, 


. 
en @ry man to be completely armed and furniſhed with am- Book I. 
b. inunition. The court were alſo obliged to impoſe a tax of - 
ery Hh £ 550, to be immediately collected, to defray the expen- 1638. 
rel: Fs of the war. This appears to have been the firſt pub- 
id. ne tax in Connecticut. Agawam, ſince named Springfield, 
in though it ſent no men to the war, yet bore its propor- 
th tion of the expenſe. The firſt ſecretary and treaſurer February 
io R777 appears to have been Mr. Clement Chaplin. He was gth. 
ue authorized to ifſue his warrants for gathering the tax 
wy > > Which had been impoſed. | 
th E723 Carrain John Maſon was appointed major-general 
the of the militia of Connecticut. The reverend Mr. Hook- 
vi er was defired to deliver him the military ſtaff, This ga. 
om, he doubtleſs performed with that propriety and dignity, 8th. 
ater Which was peculiar to himſelf, and beſt adapted to the 
ren occaſion. The general was directed to call out the mi- 
ce. Wtia of each town, ten times in a year, to inſtruct them 
w in military diſcipline. He received out of the public 
itel 227 treaſury (40. annually for his ſervices. | 
th: As it was of the higheſt importance to the colony to 
ven Evlltivate peaceanda good underſtanding with the Indians, 
uch laws were enacted to prevent all perſons from offering 
cd: them the leaſt private inſult or abuſe. 
on:; WIILx the planters of Connecticut were thus exert- 
Po. ing themſelves in proſecuting and regulating the affairs 
ſuch ITE that colony, another was projected and ſettled at 
ani uinnipiack, f afterwards called New-Haven. On the . = 
In- a of July 1637, Mr. John Davenport, Mr. Samuel ins at 
ret Eaton, Theophilus Eaton and Edward Hopkins, Eſquires, Boſton. 
the 1 Mr. Thomas Gregſon and many others of good charac- 
on. ders and fortunes arrived at Boſton. Mr. Davenport 
dian 1 had been a famous miniſter in the city of London, and 
- was a diſtinguiſhed character for piety, learning and 
ne good conduct. Many of his congregation, on the ac- 
em count of the eſteem which they had for his perſon and 
er- miniſtry, followed him into New-England. Mr. Eaton 
and Mr. Hopkins had been merchants in London, poſ- 
za of |efſed great eſtates, and were men of eminence for their 
Ot bilities and integrity. The fame of Mr. Davenport, 
is a 
XX + The tax was laid on the Towns in the proportions fo!low- 
Ring. Agawam 4186: 16:0. Windſor £158:2:0. Hartford 
das RR 251:2:0. And Wethersfield £124 : 0: o. 
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This is ſometimes ſpelt Dick and Qinnepioke. 
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Book I. the reputation and good eſtates of the principal gentlemen 
of this company, made the people of the Maſlachuſetts 
1638, exceedingly deſirous of their ſettlement in that com- 
mon wealth. Great pains were taken not only by par- 
Offers to ticular perſons and towns, but by the general court, to 
retain him fix them in the colony. Charleſtown made them large 
„. Lalla: offers; and Newbury propoſed to give up the whole 
uſctts. 
ton to them. The general court offered them any 
place which they ſhould chooſe. f But they were de- 
termined to plant a diſtinct colony. By the purſuit of 
the Pequots to the weſtward, the Engliſh became ac- 
quainted with that fine tract along the ſhore, from Say. 
brook to Fairfield, and with its ſeveral harbours. It 
was repreſented as fruitful, and happily ſituated for nay. 
igation and commerce. The company therefore pro. 
jected a ſettlement in that part of the country. : 
Ix the fall of 1637, Mr. Eaton and others, who were 
of the company, made a journey to Connecticut, to ex- 
plore the lands and harbours on the ſea coaſt. They 
pitched upon Quinnipiack for the place of their ſettle- 
ment. They erected a poor hut in which a few men 
ſubſiſted through the winter. 
ON the 3oth of March 1638, Mr. Davenport, Mr. 
Prudden and Mr. Samuel Eaton, Theophilus Eaton 
Eſquire, with the people of their company failed from 
Boſton for Quinnipiack. In about a fortnight they 
April 18th arrived at their defired port. On the 18th of April 
the firſt they kept their firſt Sabbath in the place. The peo- 
ſ:bbath ple aſſembled under a large ſpreading oak, and Mr. Dar- 
—.— 1 enport preached to them from Matthew vi. 1. He in- 
3 * fiſted on the temptations of the wilderneſs, made ſuch 
obſervations, and gave ſuch directions and exhortations 
as were pertinent to the then preſent ſtate of his hearers. 
He left this remark, That he enjoyed a good day. 
Ox of the principal reaſons, which theſe coloniſts 
aſſigned for their removing from Maſſachuſetts, was 
Reaſons that they ſhould be more out of the way and trouble of 
| for remo- a general Governor of New-England, who at this time, 
2 8 7 was an object of great fear in all the plantations. What 
foundation there was for the hope of exemption from 
the control of a general governor, by this removal, had 
one been ſent, does not appear. It is probable that the 


+ Winthrop's Journal, p. 151. 
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motive which had the greateſt influence with the prin- Book J. 
cipal men, was the deſire of being at the head of a new rw 
| government, modeled both in civil and religious mat- 1638. 
ters agreeably to their own apprehenſions. It had been 
an obſervation of Mr. Davenport's, 'That whenever a 
reformation had been effected in the church, in any part 
of the world, it had reſted where it had been left by the 
reformers. It could not be advanced another ſtep. He 
was now embarked in a deſign of forming a civil and re- 
ligious conſtitution, as near as poſſible to ſcripture pre- 
cept and example. The principal gentlemen, who had 
followed him into America, had the ſame views. In 
laying the foundations of a new colony, there was a fair 
= probability, that they might accommodate all matters 
of church and commonwealth to their own feelings and 
® ſentiments. But in the Maſſachuſetts the principal men 
were fixed in the chief ſeats of Government, which they 
were likely to keep, and their civil and religious polity 
= was already formed. Beſides the antinomian contro- 
verſy and ſentiments, which had taken ſuch root at Boſ- 
ton, were exceedingly diſagreeable to Mr. Davenport 
= and the principal gentlemen of his company. He had 
taken a decided, though prudent, part againſt them. 
He, with his leading men, might judge, that the people, 
who came with them, would be much more out of dan- 
ger of the corruption, and that they ſhould be more en- 
= tirely free from the trouble, of thoſe ſentiments, in a 
new plantation, than in the Maffachuſetts. Theſe 
might all unite their influence, with Mr. Davenport and 
© others, to determine them to remove and begin a new 
colony. | | 
- BOON after they arrived at Quinnipiack, in the cloſe 
of a day of faſting and prayer, they entered into what 
they termed a plantation covenant. In this they ſol- Planta- 
emnly bound themſelves, «© That as in matters, that don cove- 
„„ concern the gathering and ordering of a church, ſo Quillipi. 
CC alſo in all public offices which concern civil order; as ack. P 
„ choice of magiſtrates and officers, making and re- 
e pealing laws, dividing allotments of inheritance, and 
2 « all things of like nature, they would all of them be 
« ordered by the rules, which the ſcripture held forth 
« tothem.” This was adopted as a general agreement, 
until there ſhould be time for the people to become 
more intimately acquainted with each other's religious 
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views, ſentiments and moral conduct; which was ſup. 
poſed to be neceſſary to prepare the way for their cove. 
nanting together, as chriſtians, in church ſtate. 

Tux aſpects of providence, on the country, about 
this time, were very gloomy ; and eſpecially unfavora. 
ble to new plantations. The ſpring, after a long and fe. 
vere winter, was unuſually backward. Scarcely any 
thing grew for ſeveral weeks. The planting ſeaſon was 
ſo cold, that the corn rotted in the ground, and the peo. 
ple were obliged to replant two or three times.“ This 
diſtrefied man and beaſt, retarded all the affairs of 
the plantations. It rendered the gloom and horrors 
of the wilderneſs ſtill more horrible. The coloniſts 
had terrible apprehenſions of ſcarcity and famine. But 
at length the warm ſeaſon came on, and vegetation ex. 
ceeded all their expectations. 

On the iſt of June, between the hours of three and 
four in the afternoon, there was a great and memorable 
earthquake, throughout New- England. It came with 
a report like continued thunder, or the rattling of nu- 
merous coaches upon a paved ſtreet. The ſhock was 
ſo great, that in many places, the tops of the chimnicz 
were thrown down, and the pewter fell from the 
ſhelves. It ſhook the waters and ſhips in the harbours, 
and all the adjacent iſlands. The duration of the ſound 
and tremor was about four minutes. 'The earth, at 
turns, was unquict for nearly twenty days, 'The wea- 
ther was clear, the wind weſterly, and the courſe of the 
earthquake from welt to eaſt. 

Tun planters at Quinnipiack determined to make an 
extenſive ſettlement ; and, if poſſible, to maintain per- 
petual peace and friendſhip with the Indians. They 
therefore paid an early attention to the making of ſuch 
purchaſes and amicable treaties, as might moſt effectu- 
ally an{wer their defigns. 

ON the 24th of November 1638, 'Theophilus Eaton 
Eſquire, Mr. Davenport and other Engliſh planters, en- 
tered into an agreement with Momauguin, ſachem of 
that part of the country, and his counſellors reſpecting 


Nov. 24th the lands. The articles of agreement are to this effect. 


1638. 


Trar Momauguin is the ſole ſachem of Quinnipi- 
ack, and had an abſolute power to aliene and diſpoſe 


* Wiathrop's Journal, p. 155. Ibid. Sce alſo Morton and 
Hutchinſon, 
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of the ſame: That in conſequence of the protection Book I. 
which he had taſted, by the Engliſh, from the Pequots r 
and Mohawks,* he yielded up all his right, title and in- 2638. 
tereſt to all the land, rivers, ponds and trees, with all 
the liberties and purtenances belonging to the ſame, 
unto Theophilus Eaton, John Davenport and others, 
their heirs and aſſigns forever. He covenanted, that 
neither he nor his Indians would terrify, nor diſturb the 
Engliſh, nor injure them in any of their intereſts 3 but, 
that, in every reſpect, they would keep true faith with 
them. 

Tux Engliſh covenanted to protect Momauguin and 
his Indians, when unreaſonably aſſaulted and terrified, 
by other Indians : and that they ſhould always have a 
© ſufficient quantity of land to plant on, upon the eaſt {ide 
of the harbour, between that and Saybrook fort. 
They alſo covenanted, that by way of free and thank- 
ful retribution, they gave unto the ſaid ſachem and his 
council and company, twelve coats of Englith cloth, 
twelve alchymy ſpoons, twelve hatchets, twelve hoes, 
two dozen of knives, twelve porringers, and four caſes 
of French knives and ſciſſors. 
= Tunis agreement was ſigned and legally executed, by 
Z Momauguin and his council on the one part, and "The- 
# ophilus Eaton and John Davenport on the other. 
Thomas Stanton, who was the interpreter, declared in 
the preſence of Gop, That he had faithfully acquainted 
the Indians with the ſaid articles, and returned their an- 
ſwers. 
I x December following they made another purchaſe Second 
of a large tract, which lay principally north of the for- purchaſe 
mer. This was of Montoweſe, fon of the great ſachem Dec. 1:th 

at Mattabeſeck. This tract was ten miles in length, 1638. 
north and ſouth, and thirteen miles in breadth. It ex- T 
? - 3 : e we ract 
; tended eight miles eaſt of the river Quinnipiack, and purcha- 
five miles weſt of it towards Hudſon's river. It inclu- fed. 
ded all the lands within the ancient limits of the old 


* The Indians of Quinnipiack, in this treaty, declared, That 
| they ſtill remembered the heavy taxes of the Pequots and Mo- 
| hawks; and that, by reaſon of their fear of them, they could 
not ſtay in their own country; but had been obliged to flee, 
By theſe powerful enemies they had been reduced to about 
' forty men. 

F This was in the preſent town of Eaſt - Haven. 

4 Records of New-Haven. 
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Book I. towns of New-Haven, Branford and Wallingford, and 
WW almoſt the whole contained in the preſent limits of thoſe 


1638. 


towns, and of the towns of Eaſt-Haven, Woodbridge, 
Cheſhire, Hamden and North-Haven.* Theſe have 
ſince been made out of the three old towns. 

Trnr New-Haven adventurers were the moſt opulent 


company, which came into New-England ; and they de. 


ſigned to plant a capital colony. They laid out their 
town plat in ſquares, deſigning it for a great and elegant 
city. In the centre was a large beautiful ſquare. This 
was compaſſed with others, making nine in the whole. 

Tux firſt principal ſettlers were Theophilus Eaton, 
Eſquire, Mr. Davenport, Mr. Samuel Eaton, Mr. 
Thomas Gregſon, Mr. Robert Newman, Mr. Matthey 
Gilbert, Mr. Nathaniel Turner, Mr. Thomas Fugil, 
Mr. Francis Newman, Mr. Stephen Goodyear and Mr. 
Joſhua Atwater. | 

MR. EaToN had been deputy governor of the Eaſt. 
India company, was three years himſelf in the Eaſt-In- 
dies. He ſerved the company ſo well, that he received 
from them preſents of great value. He had been on an 
embaſly from the court of England to the king of Den- 
mark. He was a London merchant who had for many 
years traded to the Eaſt-Indies, had obtained a great cl- 
tate, and brought over a large ſum of money into Neu- 
England.+ Others were merchants of fair eſtates, and 
they deſigned to have been a great trading city. 

THERE appears no act of civil, military, or eceleſiaſti- 
cal authority during the firſt year; nor is there any ap- 
pearance, that this colony was ever ſtraitened for bread, 
as the other colonies had been. 

MR. PRUDDEN and his company, who came with 
Mr. Davenport, continued the firſt ſummer at Quinni- 
piack, and were making preparations for the ſettlement 
of another townſhip. 


WurN Mr. Davenport removed to Quinnipiack, Mr 


* For this laſt tract of ten miles north and ſouth, and thirteen 
eaſt and weſt, the Engliſh gave thirteen coats, and allowed the 


Indians ground to plant, and liberty to hunt within the lands. 


Records of New-Haven. 

+ The tradition is that he brought to New-Haven a very 
great eſtate, in plate and money. The Eaſt-India company 
made his wife a preſent of a baſon and ewer double gilt, and cu- 
riouſly wrought with gold, weighing more than fixty pounds. 
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Hopkins came to Hartford, and ſoon after incorporated 
with the ſettlers of Connecticut. 

Tur inhabitants of the three towns upon Connecticut 
river finding themſelves without the limits of the Maſſa- 
chuſetts' patent, conceived the plan of forming them- 
ſelves, by voluntary compact, into a diſtinct common- 
wealth. | 

Ox the 14th of January 1639, all the free planters 
convened, at Hartford, and, on mature deliberation, 
adopted a conſtitution of government. 'They introduce 
their conſtitution with a declaration to this effect, That 


9% 


Book I. 


23 
1638. 


The origi- 
nal conſti- 
tution of 

Connecti- 


for the eſtabliſhment of order and government, they aſ- cut Jan. 


ſociated and conjoined themſelves to be one public ſtate 


14th 1639, 


Q or commonwealth ; and did for themſelves and ſucceſ- 


ſors, and ſuch as ſhould be, at any time, joined to them, 


= confederate together, to maintain the liberty and purity 


of the goſpel, which they profeſſed, and the diſcipline of 
the churches according to its inſtitution ; and in all civil 
affairs to be governed according to ſuch laws as ſhould 


be made agreeably to the conſtitution, which they 


8 were then about to adopt. 
+} THe conſtitution, which then follows, ordains, That 


there ſhall be annually two general courts, or aſſem- Two gen- 


blies; one on the ſecond Thurſday in April, and the eralaſſem- 


other on the ſecond Thurſday in September : That the blies an- 
firſt ſhall be the court of election, in which ſhall be an- hall. 
nually choſen, at leaſt, ſix magiſtrates, and all other pub- How 
lic officers. It ordains, that a governor ſhould be choſen compoſ- 
diſtinct from the fix magiſtrates, for one year and until ed. 


another ſhould bechoſen and ſworn: and that the governor 
and magiſtrates ſhould be {ſworn to a faithful execution of 
# the laws ofthe colony,and in caſes in which there was no 


N expreſs law eſtabliſhed, tobe governed by thedivine word. 


Agreeably to the conſtitution, the choice of theſe offi- 
cers was to be made by the whole body of the freemen 


FJ convened in general election. It provided that all per- Officers 
* ſons, who had been received as members of the ſeveral how cho- 


* towns, by a majority of the inhabitants, and had taken 


+ This ftands on the records of the colony, January 14th, 
1638, which is owing to the manner of dating at that time. 
The firft ſettlers of the colony began their year on the 25th of 
March; and until this time, they dated 1638 ; but it was moſt 
= evidently 1639, as the December preceding was 1638, and the 
April following 1639. 
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the oath of fidelity to the commonwealth, ſhould be ad. 
mitted freemen of the colony. It required that the 
governor and magiſtrates ſhould be elected by ballot; 
the governor by the greateſt number of votes, and the 
magiſtrates by a majority. However it provided, that if 
it ſhould ſo happen, at any time, that fix ſhould not haye 
a majority, that in ſuch caſe thoſe who had the greateſt 
number of ſuffrages, ſhould ſtand as duly elected for 
that year. No perſon might be governor unleſs he were 
a member of ſome regular church and had previouſly 
been a magiſtrate in the colony. Nor could any man be 
elected to the office more than once in two years, 
No one could be choſen into the magiſtracy, who waz 
not a freeman of the colony, and had been nominated, 
__ Cither by the freemen or the general court. The Aſſem. 
Governor bly were authorized to nominate, in caſes, in which 
and magiſ. they judged it expedient. Neither the governor, nor 
trates to magiſtrates might execute any part of their office until 
be worn. they had been publicly ſworn in the face of the general 
Aſſembly. | 
Tx conſtitution alſo ordained, that the ſeveral town 
Afembiies ſhould ſend their reſpective deputies to the election; 
DO Co and that when it was finiſhed, they fhould proceed to 
do any public ſervice, as at any other courts : and, that 
the aſſembly, in September, ſhould be for the enaCting 
of laws and other public ſervices. It authorized the 
* governor either by himſelf or his ſecretary, to iſſue his 
warrants for calling the aſſemblies, one month at leaſt, 
before the time of their appointed meetings. Upon 
particular emergencies, he might convene them in ſe- 
Number venteen days, or even upon ſhorter notice, ſtating the 
of depu- reaſons in his warrant. Upon the reception of the gor- 
"xr Ag be ernor's warrants, in April and September, the conſta- 
f bles of the reſpective towns were obliged to warn all the 
freemen to elect and ſend their deputies. 
Tk conſtitution ordained, that the three towns of 
Powers of Windſor, Hartford and Wethersfield ſhould each © 
—— them ſend four deputies to every general court; and 
ſentatives, that the other towns, which ſhould be added to the col- 
| ony in future, ſhould ſend ſuch a number as the court 
ſhould determine, proportionate to the body of ther 
freemen. The conſtitution declared, the deputies to 
be veſted with the whole power of the reſpective towns 
which they repreſented. It authorized them to meet 
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their members, for diſorderly conduct, when they were 
aſſembled. 

FoxTHBR, the conſtitution provided, that in caſe 
the governor and the major part of the magiſtrates 


ſhould, upon any urgent occaſion neglect, or refuſe to convoke a 


call an aflembly, the freemen ſhould petition them to 
ſummon one; and, if upon the petition of a major part 
of the free men in the colony, they ſtill refuſed or neg- 
lected, then the conſtables of the ſeveral towns ſhoulg, 
upon the petition of the major part of the freemen, con- 
voke an aſſembly. It alſo ordained that when this aſ- 
ſembly was convened, it ſhould have power of chooſing 
à moderator, and when it was thus formed ſhould exer- 
eiſe all the powers of any other general aſſembly. Par- 
ticularly it was authorized to call any court, magiſtrate, 
or any other perſon before it, and to diſplace, or inflict, 
penalties according to the nature of the offence. 

ALL general aſſemblies, called by the governor, were 
to conſiſt of the governor, four magiſtrates and the ma- 
jor part of the deputies. When there was an equal 
vote, the governor had a caſting voice. The conſtitu- 
tion alſo provided, that no general court ſhould be ad- 
journed or diſſolved without the conſent of a major 

t of the members: and, that whenever a tax was 

aid upon the inhabitants, the ſum to be paid by 

each town ſhould be determined by a committee conſiſt- 
ing of an equal number from each of the reſpective 
towns, 

Tux form of oaths to be adminiſtered to the governor 
and magiſtrates was alſo adopted in the general conven- 
tion of the free planters. This, for ſubſtance, was the 
original conſtitution of Connecticut.“ 

Wr ſuch wiſdom did our venerable anceſtors pro- 
vide for the freedom and liberties of themſelves and 
their poſterity. Thus happily did they guard againſt 
every encroachment on the rights of the ſubject. "This, 
probably,is one of the moſt free and happy conſtitutions 
of civil government which has ever been formed. The 
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ſeparately and determine their own elections, to fine Book J. 


any perion, who ſhould obtrude himſelf upon them, 
when he had not been duly choſen, and to fine any of 1639. 


Conſta- 
bles to 


general 


aſſembly. 
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formation of it, at ſo early a period, when the light 


AA of liberty was wholly darkened in moſt parts of the 


1639. 


General 
Election 
at Hart- 
ford the 
ſecond 
Thurſday 
in April. 


Firſt law, 
or bill of 
rights. 


earth, and the rights of men were ſo little underſtood 
in others, does great honor to their ability, integrity, 
and love to mankind. To poſterity indeed, it exhibited 
a moſt benevolent regard. It has continued, with lit. 
tle alteration, to the preſent time. 'The happy conſe. 
quences of it, which, for more than a century and half, 
the people of Connecticut have experienced, are with. 
out deſcription. | 

* AGREEABLY to the conſtitution, the freemen conven. 
ed at Hartford on the fecond Thurſday in April, and 
elected their officers for the year enſuing. 

JohN Haynes, Eſquire, was choſen governor, and 
Roger Ludlow, George Wyllys, Edward Hopkins, 
Thomas Welles, John Webſter and William Phelps, 
Efquires, were choſen magiſtrates. Mr. Ludlow, the 
firſt of the ſix magiſtrates, was deputy governor. Mr. 
Hopkins was choſen fecretary, and Mr. Welles treaſ- 
urer. 

Tux deputies ſent to this firſt general aſſembly, in 
Connecticut, were Mr. John Steele, Mr. Spencer, Mr. 
John Prat, Mr. Edward Stebbins, Mr. Gaylord, Mr. 
Henry Wolcott, Mr. Stoughton, Mr. Ford, Mr. Fhurſ- 
ton Rayner, Mr. James Booſy, Mr. George Hubbard, 
and Mr. Richard Crab. 

ITnxE general aſſembly proceeded as they had leiſure, 
and as occaſion required, to enact a ſyſtem of laws. 
The laws at firſt were few, and time was taken to con- 
fider and digeſt them. 'The firſt ſtatute in the ConneQ- 
icut code is a kind of declaration, or bill of rights. It 
ordains, That no man's life ſhall be taken away; no 
man's honor or good name be ſtained, no man's perſon 
ſhall be arreſted, reſtrained, baniſhed, difmembered, nor 
any wiſe puniſhed : That no man ſhall be deprived of 
his wife or children; no man's goods or eſtate ſhall be 
taken away from him, nor any wiſe endamaged, under 
colour of law, or countenance of authority, unleſs it 
ſhould be by the virtue of ſome expreſs law of the colony 
warranting the ſame, eſtabliſhed by the general court, 
and ſufficiently publiſhed ; or in caſe of the defect of 
ſuch law, in any particular caſe, by ſome clear and 


plain rule of the word of God, in which the whole 
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court ſhall concur. It was alſo ordained that all per- Book I. 
ſons in the colony, whether inhabitants or nor, ſhould Cy 
enjoy the ſame law and juſtice without partiality or de- 1639. 
lay. Theſe general precepts bore the ſame aſpect, and 
2 breathed the ſame ſpirit of liberty and ſafety, with reſ- 
pect to the ſubjects univerſally, which is exhibited in 
the conſtitution. | Gs 
Tux planters at Quinnipiack continued more than 2 
year without any civil or religious conſtitution, or com- 
> pact further than had been expreſſed in their plantation 
Covenant. | 
Z Meanwailrt Mr. Henry Whitfield, William Leet, 
= Eſquire, Samuel Delborough, Robert Kitchel, William 
> Chittenden and others, who were part of Mr. Daven- 
= port's and Mr. Eaton's company, arrived to aſſiſt them 
in their new ſettlement. Theſs were principally from 
= Kent and Surrey in the vicinity of London. Mr. 
© Whitfield's people, like Mr. Davenport's, followed him 
. rr E = 1 
= into New-England. There were now three miniſters, 
> with many of the members of their former churches 
= and congregations, collected in this infant colony, and 
= combined in the ſame general agreement. 
> On the 4th of June all the free planters at Quinnipi- June 4th, 
sack convened in a large barn of Mr. Newman's, and, in 1639 the 
na very formal and ſolemn manner, proceeded to lay the Planters 
foundations of their civil and religious polity. pick al. x 
Mx. DavenyorT introduced the buſineſs, by a ſer- ſemble to 
mon from the words of the royal preacher, «© Wiſdom form a 
hach builded her houſe, ſhe hath hewn out her ſeven confitu- 
7 pillars.” His deſign was to ſhow, that the church, the 
=> houſe of Gor, ſhould be formed of ſeven pillars, or 
principal brethren, to whom all the other members of 
the church ſhould be added. After a ſolemn invocation 
of the Divine MajzsTr, he proceeded to repreſent to 
the planters, that they were met to conſult reſpecting 
j the ſettlement of civil government according to the 
will of Gop, and for the nomination of perſons, who, 
by univerſal conſent, were, in all reſpects the beſt quali- 
fied for the foundation work of a church. He enlarged 
on the great importance of the tranſactions before them, 
and defired, that no man would give his voice, in 
matter, until he fully underſtood it; and, that all would 
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Book I. act, without reſpect to any man, but give their vote in 
ihe fear of Gop. He then propoſed a numher of queſ. 


1639. 


Its funda- 
mental 
articles, 


tions in conſequence of which the following refolutions 
were paſſed. | 

I. 'THAT the ſcriptures hold forth a perfect rule for 
the direction and government of all men in all duties 
which they are to perform to Gop and men, as well in 
families and commonwealth, as in matters of the church. 

II. THAT as in matters which concerned the gather. 
ing and ordering of a church, fo likewiſe in all public 
offices which concern civil order, as choice of magiſ- 
trates and ofhcers, making and repealing laws, dividing 


allotments of inheritance, and all things of hke nature, 


they would all be governed by thoſe rules, which the 
ſcripture held forth to them. 

HI. «Tar all thoſe who had defired to be received 
as free planters, had ſettled in the plantation, with 4 


_ purpoſe, reſolution and deſire, that they might be ad- 


mitted into church fellowſhip according to Chriſt.” 

IV. « Tnar all the free planters held chemſelves 
bound to eſtabliſh ſuch civil order as might beſt con- 
duce to the ſecuring of the purity and peace of the or- 
dinance to themſelves and their poſterity according to 
God. | , 

W Hex theſe reſolutions had been paſſed and the peo 
ple had bound themtfelves to ſettle civit government ac- 
cording to the divine word, Mr. Davenport proceeded 
to repreſent unto them what men they muſt chooſe for 
civil rulers according to the divine word, and that they 
might moſt efſfectually ſecure to them and their poſier- 
Ity a juſt, free and peaceable government. Time wa 
then given to difcuſs and deliberate upen what he had 
propoſed. After full diſcuſſion and deliberation it wat 
determined | 

V. Thaur church members only ſhould be free bur- 
geſſes; and that they only ſhould chooſe magiſtrates 
among themſelves, to have power of tranſacting all the 
public civil affairs of the plantation : Of making and re- 
pealmg laws, dividing inheritarices, deeiding of differ- 
ences, that may ariſe; and doing all things and bufinefſe: 
of like nature.“ | 
Tuer cm officers might be choſen and government 
proceed according to thefe refolutions, it was neceſſary 


that a church ſhould be formed. Without this there 
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1 might be left on the « beginnings of church work.” 


that ſuch other perſons ſhould be taken into the number, 
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© could be neither free men nor magiſtrates. Mr. Dav- Book I. 
enport therefore proceeded to make propoſals relative to 
the formation of it, in ſuch a manner, that no blemiſh 1639. 


It was then reſolved to this effect 

VI. « Tnar twelve men ſhould be choſen, that their 
* fitneſs for the foundation work might be tried, and that 
it thould be in the power of thofe twelve men, to chooſe 
© ſeven to begin the church.” 

* Ir was agreed that if ſeven men could not be found 
among the twelve qualified for the foundation work, 


upon trial,“ as ſhould be judged moſt ſuitable. The 
form of a ſolemn charge, or oath was drawn up and 
© agreed upon at this meeting to be given to all the free- 
men. 
* FuRTHER, it was ordered, that all perſons, who 
© ſhould be received, as free planters of that corporation, 
# ſhould ſubmit to the fundamental agreement above rela- 
ted, and in teſtimony of their ſubmiſſion ſhould ſubſcribe 
their names among the freemen.} After a proper term 
of trial, Theophilus Eaton, Eſquire, Mr. John Daven- 


Auguft 
22nd. i 
port, Robert Newman, Matthew Gilbert, Thomas Fu- 1 


,: 
gill, John Punderſon and Jeremiah Dixon were choſen | 
for the ſeven pillars of the church. | 1} 

Ocrostr 25th, 1639, the court, as it is termed, con- General i" 
& fling of theſe feven perſons only, convened, and after a electionat th 
# folemn addrefs to the SurRRME MajEsrx, they proceed- — | 
ed to form the body of freemen and to elect their civil G 2th if 
officers. The manner was indeed fingular and curious. ;;.. * "my | q 
| 
| 


Isx the firſt place, all former truſt, for managing the 
pablic affairs of the plantation was declared to ceaſe, and Mode of 
de utterly abrogated. Then all thoſe who had been ad- 1 
mitted to the church after the gathering of it, in the 
choice of the ſeven pillars, and all the members of other 
approved churches, who deſired it, and offered them- 


| | 
* Apendix No. IV. | 0 
+ The twelve perſons choſen for trial, out of whom the ſeven : vi 


2 of the houſe were choſen, were Theophilus Eaton, John "if 
arenport, Robert Newman, Matthew Gilbert, Richard Mal- 1 
bon, Nathaniel Turner, Ezekiel Chevers, Thomas Fugill, John 1 
Punderſon, William Andrews and Jeremiah Dixon. | 4 

t Sixty-three ſubſcribed on this ath day of June, and there 
were added ſoon after about fifty other names, 
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Bock I. ſelves, were admitted members of the court. A ſolemn 
charge was then publicly given them, to the ſame ef. 


1639. 


Charge to 


Gov. 


Eaton. 


fect as the freemen's charge, or oath, which they had 
previouſly adopted. The purport of this was nearly the 
ſame, with the oath of fidelity, and with the freemen': 
adminiſtered at the preſent time. Mr. Davenport ex- 
pounded ſeveral ſcriptures to them, deſcribing the char. 
acter of civil magiſtrates given in the ſacred oracles, 
To this ſucceeded the election of officers. "Theophilus 
Eaton, Eſquire, was choſen governor, Mr. Robert New- 
man, Mr. Matthew Gilbert, Mr. Nathaniel Turner, and 
Mr. Thomas Fugill were choſen magiſtrates. Mr. Fu- 
gill was alſo choſen ſecretary, and Robert Seely, marſhall, 

Mx. DavenroRT gave governor Eaton a charge in 
open court, from Deut. i. 16, 17. © And I charged 
your judges at that time, ſaying, Hear the cauſes be- 
tween yourbrethren, and judge righteouſly between every 
man and his brother, and the ſtranger that is with him, 
Ye ſhall not reſpect perſons in judgment, but ye ſhall 
hear the ſmall as well as the great; ye ſhall not be 2. 


fraid of the face of man; for the judgment is God's: 


and the cauſe that is too hard for you, bring it unto me, 
and I will Hear it.“ 

Ir was decreed, by the freemen, that there ſhould 
be a general court annually, in the plantation, on the laſt 
week in October. This was ordained a court of elec- 
tion in which all the officers of the colony were to be 
choſen. This court determined, that the word o 
Gop ſhould be the only rule for ordering the affairs of 
government in that commonwealth. 

'Tr1s was the. original, fundamental conſtitution of the 
government of New-Haven. All government was ori- 
ginally in the church, and the members of the church 
elected the governor, magiſtrates and all other officers. 
The magiſtrates, at firſt, were no more than aſſiſtants of 
the governor, they might not act in any ſentence or de- 
termination of the court. No deputy governor was 
chaſen, nor were any laws enacted except the general 
reſolutions which have been noticed; but as theplantz- 
tion enlarged, and new towns were ſettled, new orders 
were given; the general court received a new form, 
laws were enaCted, and the civil polity of this juriſdic- 


+ Records of the colony of New- Haven. 
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tion gradually advanced, in its eſſential parts, to a near Book I. 
reſemblance of the government of Connecticut. — 
* Wh theſe affairs were tranſacted at Quinnipiack, 1639. 
= plantations commenced at Wopowage, and Menunka- 

tuck. Wopowage was purchaſed February 12th, 1639, f Milford 

and Menunkatuck the September 18 Both were K 
ſettled this year. The churches of Mr. Prudden and oor oa 
Mr. Whitfield were both formed upon the plan of Mr. and ſet- 

J Davenport's; each conſiſting of ſeven principal men, or tied. 

© pillars. They appear to have been gathered at the fame 

time. The planters were in the original agreement Aug. 230d 

made in Mr. Newman's barn, on the 4th of June. The 

principal men, or pillars in the town of Wopowage were 

= Mr. Peter Prudden, William Fowler, Edmund Tapp, 

© Zechariah Whitman, Robert Treat, Alexander Bryan, 

and John Aſtwood. The principal planters of Menun- 

Zkatuck were Henry Whitfield, Robert Kitchel, Wil- 

liam Leet, Samuel Delborough, William Chittenden, 

John Biſhop, and John Caffinge. The lands in Milford 

and Guilford, as well as in New-Haven, were purcha- 

ſed by theſe principal men, in truſt, for all the inhabi- 

tants of the reſpective towns. Every planter after pay- 

ing his proportionable part of the expenſes, ariſing from 

Jaying out and ſettling the plantation, drew a lot or lots 

pf land, in proportion to the money or eftate which he 

had expended in the general purchaſe, and to the num- 

per of heads in his family. 'Theſe principal men were 

Judges in the reſpective towns, compoſing a court, to 

Judge between man and man, divide inheritances and 

Puniſh offences according to the written word, until a 

body of laws ſhould be eſtabliſhed. * 

Mos of the principal ſettlers of Milford were from 

Wethersfield. f They firſt purchaſed of the Indians all 

that tract, which lies between New-Haven and Strat- 

ord river, and between the ſound on the ſouth, and a 

Atream called two mile brook on the north, which is the 

boundary line between Milford and Derby. This tract 

comprized all the lands within the old town of Milford, 

and a ſmall part of the town of Woodbridge. The 

planters made other purchaſes which included a large 


| I —— —— rw 


. On the records it was 1638. but according to the preſent 
mode of dating 1639. . | 
f Mr. Prudden it ſeems preached at Wethersfield, the ſums 
ns before the people removed to Milford, 
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Book I. tract on the welt ſide of Stratford river, principally in 

＋＋ = the town of Huntington. In the firſt town meeting in 

1639. Milford the number of free plauters, or of church mem. 
bers, was forty four. 

THe Indians were ſo numerous in this plantation, 
that the Engliſh judged it neceſſary for their own ſafety, 
to compaſs the whole town plat, including nearly a mile 
ſquare, with a fortification. It was ſo cloſely inclg. 
ſed with ftrong palliſadoes, as entirely to exclude 
the Indians from that part of the town. 

Tre purchaſers of Guilford agreed with the Indian, 
that they ſhould move off from the lands, which thy 
had purchaſed. According to agreement they ſoon | 
removed from the plantation. 

Tre number of the firſt free planters appears to hare 
been about forty. They were all huſbandmen. Ther 
was not a merchant, nor ſcarcely a mechanic amony 
them. It was at great expenſe and trouble, that thy 


1 1 
obtained even a blackſmith to ſettle in the plantation. \; WT t 
they were from Surrey and Kent, they took much pain WT | 
to find a tract of land reſembling that from which thy WE 
had removed. They therefore finally pitched up 
Guilford, which, toward the ſea, where they made ᷑t f 
principal ſettlement, was low, moiſt, rich land, lib e 
indeed to the huſbandman. Eſpecially the great plan WF © 
ſouth of the town. This had been already cleared ani WW ti 
enriched by the natives. The vaſt quantities of ſhel; e 
and manure, which, in a courſe of ages, they hal th 
brought on upon it from the ſea, had contributed mui it 
to the natural riches of the ſoil. There were alſo neu- V 
1 to this, ſeveral necks, or points of land, neu R. 
the ſea, clear, rich and fertile, prepared for immediat We W 
improvement. Theſe, with the induftry of the inhab- RE We 
tants, foon afforded them a com fortable ſubſiſtence. ch 
AT the ſame time when theſe ſettlements commer ct 
ced, two new ones were made under the juriſdiction « WY anc 
a bs Connecticut. | Fa 
low ank Mn. Luprow, who went with the troops, in purſut Wt — 


others of the Pequots, to Saſco, the great ſwamp in Fairfield 
_ 4. * ſo pleaſed with that fine tract of country, that he Mr 
airfield. 1 


Manuſcripts of Mr. Ruggles. | 
It has alſo been called Pequot ſwamp, on the account c iſte 


the memorable battle fought in this place with the Pequots. 
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foon projected the ſcheme of a ſettlement in that part Book J. 
of the colony. This year, he, with a number of others. 
began a plantation at Unquowa, which was the Indian 1639. 


name of the town. At firſt there were but about eight 
or ten families. Theſe, probably, removed from Wind- 
ſor, with Mr. Ludlow, who was the principal planter. 
Very ſoon after, another company came froth Water- 
town and united with Mr. Ludlow and the people from 
* Windſor. A third company removed into the planta- 
tion from Concord ; ſo that the inhabitants ſoon became 
numerous, and formed themſelves into a diftin& town- 
& ſhip, under the juriſdiction of Connecticut. The firſt 
S adventurers purchaſed a large tract of land of the na- 
tives, and ſoon after Connecticut obtained charter priv- 
ileges, the general aſſembly gave them a patent. The 
townſhip compriſes the four pariſhesof Fairfield, Greens- 
farms, Greenfield and Reading; and part of the pariſh 
of Stratfield. The lands in this tract are excellent, and 
at an early period the town became wealthy and reſ- 
& pectable. | 
S SETTLEMENTS commenced the ſame year at Cup- 
& heag and Pughquorinuck, ſince named Sratford. That 
part which contains the town plat, and lies upon the riv- 
er was called Cupheag, and the Weſtern part bordering 


the firſt gentleman in the town veſted with civil author- 
© ity, came directly from England. Mr. John and Mr. 
Willam Curtice, and Mr. Samuel Hawley, were from 
F Roxbury, and Mr. Joſeph Judſon and Mr. Timothy 
: WE Wilcoxſon from Concord in Maflachuſetts. Theſe 
© were the firſt principal gentlemen in the town and 
church of Stratford. A few years after the ſettlement 
$ commenced Mr. John Birdſey removed from Milford, 
and became a man of eminence both in the town and 
church. There were alſo ſeveral of the chief planters 
from Boſton, and Mr. Samuel Welles, with his three 
ſons, John, Thomas and Samuel from Wethersfield. 
Mr. Adam Blackman, who had been epiſcopally ordain- 
ed in England, and a preacher of ſome note, firſt at 

Z Leiceſter, and afterwards in Derbyſhire, was their min- 

ta iter, and one of the firſt 1 It is ſaid, that he 
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FAS S. 


Settle- - 


on Fairfield, Pughquonnuck. It appears that fet- — 


tlements were made in both theſe places at the ſame or Cup- 
time. Mr. Fairchild, who was a principal planter, and heag. 
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Book I. was followed by a number of the faithful into this coun. 
Wa try, to whom he was ſo dear, that they ſaid to him in 


1639. 


but, at firſt, Cupheag and Pughquonnuck only, where 
the ſettlements began. The purchaſe was not com. 


lands, at Pughquonnuck, Golden hill and another place, 


the language of Ruth,“ Intreat us not to leave thee, 
for whither thou goeſt we will go, thy people ſhall be 


our people and thy Go our Gop.” Theſe doubtleſs 
collected about him in this infant ſettlement. 


go" 


Tun whole townſhip was purchaſed of the natives; 


pleted until 1672. There was a reſervation of good 


® <> 4. ” - 7 ” 
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called Coram, for the improvement of the Indians. 4 

Tux town is bounded upon the eaſt 75 Houſatonick, 1 
or Stratford river, on the ſouth by the ſound, by Fa. 
field on the weſt, and Newtown on the north. It com- 
priſes theſe four pariſhes, - Stratford, Ripton, North. 1 
Stratford and New-Stratford ; and a conſiderable pan 
of Stratfield. The lands in this town, like thoſe in Far. 
field, are good, and its ſituation is exceedingly beautiful 
and agreeable. | 

WHILE theſe plantations were forming in the ſouth 
weſtern part of Connecticut, another commenced on 
the weſt fide of the mouth of Connecticut river. 44 
fort had been built here in 1635, and 1636, and prey: han 
rations had been made for the reception of gentlemen « 
quality; but the war with the Pequots, the uncultiv Wn 
ted ſtate of the country, and the low condition of th: Wn 
colony, prevented the coming of any principal char Wa 
ter, from England, to take poſſeſſion of a townſhip ani Wl 
make ſettlements in this tract. Until this time then 
had been only a garriſon of about twenty men in ti 
place. They had made ſome ſmall improvement of tix 
lands, and erected a few buildings in the vicinity of the 
fort, but there had been no ſettlement of a plantation 
with civil privileges. But about midſummer, M. 
George Fenwick, with his lady and family, arrived in- 
hip of 250 tons. Another fhip came in company witl 
him. They were both for Quinnipiack. Mr. Fenwic ut, 


and others, came over with a view to take pofleſſion « ng 
a large tract upon the river, in behalf of their lordilups Wav: 
the original patentees, and to plant a town at the mou Nad 


of the river. A ſettlement was ſoon made and name 
Saybrook in honour to their lordſhips, Say and Seal an, 
Brook, Mr. Fenwick, Mr. Thomas Peters, who vic 
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the firſt miniſter in the plantation, captain Gardiner, Book I. 
Thomas Leffingwell, Thomas Tracy and captain Jobhn = 
Maſon were ſome of the principal planters. Indeed the 1039. 
Huntingtons, Baldwins, Raynolds's, Backus's, Bliſs's, 
Watermans, Hides, Poſts, Smiths, and almoſt all the 

names afterwards to be found at Norwich, were among 


the firſt inhabitants Ficpent The government of 


the town was entirely Mdependent of Connecticut, for 
W nearly ten years, until after the purchaſe made of Mr. 
Fenwick in 1644. It was firſt taxed by the colony in 
the October ſeſſions 1645; and it appears by the tax 
impoſed that the proportion of the towns of Hartford, 
Windſor and Wethersfield were to this, as fix to one. 
he plantation did not increaſe to any conſiderable de- 
rree until about the year 1646, when Mr. James Fitch a 


I 


famous young gentleman, was ordained to the paſtoral 


Weare of the church and congregation ; and a conſidera- 
ple number of families, from Hartford and Windſor re- 
moved and made ſettlements in the town. Its original 
boundaries extended eaſtward five miles beyond the 
ETiver, and from its mouth northward ſix miles; inclu- 
ing a conſiderable part of the town of Lime. Weſt- 
Fard they extended to Hammonaſlet, the Indian name 
a of the tract compriſed in the limits of Killingworth, 
nd north eight miles from the ſea. Mr. Fenwick and 
Waptain* Maſon were magiſtrates and had the principal 
government of the town. 
= GrEaT difhculties had ariſen the laſt year, between 
e Engliſh at Pyquaug, now Wethersfield, and Sow- 


Troubles 


he Indians at Pyquaug, under Sowheag, had been aid- ersfield 
Ig the Pequots in the deſtruction which they had made with the 
Where the preceding year, and were inſtrumental of Indians. 
ringing them againſt the town. Sowheag entertained 
We murderers and treated the people of Wethersfield 
ich haughtineſs and inſult. The court at ConneQi- 
ut, on hearing the differences, determined, that, as the 
Engliſh, at Wethersfield, had been the aggreſſors and 
ue the firſt provocation, the injuries which Sowheag 
Rad done ſhould be forgiven, and that he ſhould, on his 


Though captain Maſon was appointed major-general of 
he militia of the colony, yet he was always called captain or 
$4jor, upon the records, in conformity, to which I have uni- 
Formly given him thoſe titles, 


— 


Peag and his Indians. It was diſcovered, that ſome of at Weth. it 
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Book I. 


— — 
1639. 
Court at 
Connecti- 
cut Aug. 
8th deter- 
mines to 
diſpatch 
Ioo men 
to Matta- 
beſeck. 


New-Ha- 
ven ob- 
jets, and 
diſſuades 
from the 
de ſign. 


Expedi- 
tion a- 
gainſt the 
Pequots. 
Sept. 
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good conduct for the future, be reſtored to their friend. 
ſhip, Mr. Stone and Mr, Goodwin were appointed a 
committee to compromiſe all difterences with him, 
However, as Sowheag could not by any arguments, or 
fair means, be perſuaded to give up the murderers, but 
continued his outrages againſt the Engliſh, the court, 
this year, determined, that a hundred men ſhould be 
ſent down to Mattabeſeck to take the delinquents by 
force of arms. The court ordered, that their friends at 
Quinnipiack ſhoyld be certified of this reſolution, that 
they might adopt the meaſures neceſſary for the defence 
of the plantations, It was alſo determined to have 
their advice and conſent in an affair of ſuch genen 
concernment. 

GoveERNOR Eaton and his council fully approved ef 
the deſign of bringing the delinquents to condign pun- 
iſhment; but they diſapproved of the manner propoſed 
by Connecticut. They feared that it would be intro- 
ductive to a new Indian war. This they repreſented 
would greatly endanger the new ſettlements, and be 
many ways injurious and diſtreſſing. They wanted 
peace, all their men and money, to proſecute the deſign 
of planting the country. They repreſented that a new 
war would not only injure the plantations in theſe re{- 
peas, but would prevent the coming over of new plan- 
ters, whom they expected from England. They were 
therefore determinately againſt ſeeking redreſs by an 
armed force. Connecticut, through their influence, re- 
ceded from the reſolution which they had formed with 
reſpect to Sowheag and Mattabeſeck. 

Neves THELESS, as the Pequots had violated ther 
covenant, and planted at Pawcatuck in the Pequot 
country, the court diſpatched major Maſon, with forty 
men, to drive them off, burn their wigwams, and bring 
away their corn.* Uncas with a hundred men and 
twenty canoes aſſiſted in the enterpriſe, When they 
arrived at Paweatuck bay, major Maſon met with three 
of the Pequot Indians and ſent them to inform the 
others of the deſign: of his coming, and what he ſhould 
do unleſs they would peaccably deſert the place. They 
promiſed to give him an immediate anſwer, but neve! 
returned, 


Records of Connecticut. 
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Tar major ſailed up a ſmall river, landed and beſet Book I. 


the wigwams ſo ſuddenly, that the Indians were unable 
to carry off either their corn or treaſures. Some of the 
old men had not time to make their eſcape. As it was 
now Indian harveſt, he found a great plenty of corn. 
Wu Uncas's Indians were plundering the wig» 


4 wams, about ſixty others came ruſhing down a hill to- 


wards them. The Moheagans ſtood perfectly (till, and 
ſpake not a word, until they came within about thirty 
yards of them, then ſhouting and yelling, in their terri- 


4 ble manner, they ran to meet them, and fell upon them 


{triking with bows and cutting with knives and hatchets, 
in their mode of fighting. Indeed it ſcarcely deſerved 


che name of fighting. It however afforded ſomething 


rew and amuſing to the Engliſh, as they were now 
ſpeCtators of an Indian battle. 'The major made a move- 
ment to cut off their retreat, which they perceive and 


1 inſtantly fled. As it was not deſired to kill, or irritate 
the Indians more than was abſolutely neceſſary, the 


Engliſh made no fire upon them. Seven Indians were 
taken. They behaved fo outrageouſly, that it was de- 
ſigned to take off their heads; but one Otaſh, a Narra- 
ganſet ſachem, brother to Miantonimoh, pleaded that 
they might be fpared ; becauſe they were his brother's 


men, who was a friend to the Engliſh. He offered to 
deliver the heads of ſo many murderers in lieu of them. 


The Engliſh conſidering that no blood had been ſhed, 
and that the propoſal tended both to mercy and peace, 


granted the requeſt. The Indians were committed to 
the care of Uncas until the conditions ſhould be per- 


Tus light of the next morning no ſooner appeared, 


; than the Engliſh diſcovered three hundred Indians in 
arms, on the oppoſite fide of the creek in which they lay. 


Ure this the ſoldiers immediately ſtood to their 


arms. The Indians were alarmed at the appearance of 
the Engliſh; ſome fled and others ſecreted themſelves 


behind rocks and trees ſo that a man of them could not 
be ſeen. The Engliſh called to them, repreſenting their 
defire of ſpeaking with them. Numbers of them roſe 
up, and major Mafon acquainted them with the Pequots 
breach of covenant with the Engliſh, as they were not 


to ſettle or plant in any part of their country. The In- 


J 
5 


dians replied, that the Pequots were good men, and 
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fighting. 
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Book I. that they would fight for them and protect them. Ma. 
LW jor Maſon told them it was not far to the head of the 
1639. creek, that he would meet them there, and they might 
try what they could do at fighting. The Indians replied 
they would not fight with Engliſhmen ; for they were 
ſpirits 3 but they would fight with Uncas. The major 
aſſured them, that he ſhould ſpend the day in burning 
wigwams and carrying off the corn, and they might 
fight when they had an opportunity. 'The Englith beat 
up their drum and fired their wigwams, but they d-re( 
not to engage them. The Engliſh loaded their bark 
with Indian corn, and the Indians the twenty canoes in 
which they paſſed to Pawcatuck, and thirty more, 
which they took from the Indians there, with kettles, 
trays, mats and other Indian luggage, and returned in 
ſafety.* 

DuRiNG theſe tranſactions, in Connecticut, the 
Appre- Dutch at New-Netherlands were increaſing in number; 
henfions and ſtrength. A new governor, William Kieft, a man 
from the of ability and enterpriſe, had arrived at their ſeat of gor- 
Dutch. ernment. Kieft had prohibited the Engliſh trade 
the fort of Good Hope, in Hartford, and proteſted a 
gainſt the ſettlement at Quinnipiack.F Theſe cipcum- 
ſtances gave ſome alarm to the Engliſh in ConneCticut, 
The court at Hartford appointed a committee to go 
down to the mouth of the river to conſult with Mr, 
Fenwick relative to a general confederation of the col 
onies, for mutual oſſence and defence. The deputy- 
governor, Mr. Ludlow, Mr. Thomas Welles, and Mr. 
| Hooker went upon this buſineſs. They were alſo in- 
Aug. 1th. ſtructed to confer with Mr. Fenwick relative to the pi 
tent. The court approved of the conduct of the com- 
for a gen- Mittee, and with reſpect to the article of confederation, 
eralunion, declared its willingneſs to enter into a mutual agreement 
| of offence and defence, and of all offices of love between 
the colonies. Mr. Fenwick was in favor of an union 
of the New-England colonies. With reſpect to the pa- 
tent of the river, it was agreed that the affair ſhould 
reſt until the minds of the noblemen and gentlemen 

particularly intereſted could be more fully known. 
GovERNoR Haynes and Mr. Welles were appointed 


to repair to Pughquonnuck, and adminifter the oath of 


* Maſon's Hiſtory. + Smith's Hiſt. N. York, p. 3» 


NT: 
r k 5 
* * 1 2 - 


nir. V. OF CONNECTICUT. 111 


fidelity to the inhabitants, to admit ſuch of them as were Book I. 
qualified to the privileges of freemen, and to appoint of 
ficers for the town both civil and military. They were £939: 
& allo authoriſed to invite the freemen to {end their depu- 
ties to the general courts at Hartford.“ 
N Ax an adjourned general aſſembly, the court incor- 
porated the ſeveral towns in the colomes, vetting them _— 000 
with full powers to tranſact their own affairs. It was 3 
enacted, that they ſhould have power to chooſe from ted. 
among themſelves three, five, or ſeven of their principal 
men to be a court for each town. One of the three, Town | 
five or ſeven was to be choſen moderator. 'The major 3 = 
part of them, always including him, conſtituted a quo- : 
rum. A caſting voice was allowed him, in cafes, in 
which there was an equal diviſion. He, or any two of 
the court, were authorized to ſummon the parties to ap- 
© pear at the time and place appointed, and might grant 
execution againſt the party offending. They were au- 
thorized to determine all matters of treſpaſs or debt, 
not exceeding forty ſhillings. An appeal might be 
made from this court, at any time, before execution was 
given out. This court was appointed to fit once in 
= two months. 
I was ordained, that every town ſhould keep a pub- 
lic ledger, in which every man's houſe and lands, with 
the boundaries and quantity, according to the neareſt | 
£ eſtimation, ſhould be recorded. All lands alſo granted 4 
and meaſured to any man afterwards, and all bargains | 
and mortgages of lands were to be put on record. Un- 
til this was done, they were to be of no validity. The 
towns were alſo empowered to diſpoſe of their own 
lands. This was the origin of the privileges of particu- 
lar towns in Connecticut. 
Bxsipks the court in each town, there was the court 
of magiſtrates, termed the particular court. This held 
a ſeſſion once in three months. To this lay all appeals 
from the other courts. In this were tried all criminal 
z cauſes and actions of debt, exceeding forty ſhillings, and 
all titles of land. Indeed this court poſſeſſed all the au- 


lt was not unuſual ſor the general aſſembly to fine its mem- 
bers. Mr. Ludlow the deputy-governor was fined for abſence, 
£1 and for his conduct at Pughquonnuck. It was, probably, on 


[et the account of the diſpleaſure of the court towards him, that 
> this committee were appointed. 
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Book I. thority, and did all the buſineſs now poſfe ſſad and done, 
Z by the county and fuperior courts. © For a conſiderable 
1639. time, they were veſted with fuch difcrorionary powers, 
as none of the courts, at this day would venture to ex. 
| erciſe. 2250-94 

Nxryabrvck, a famous Pequot captain, who had fre. 
| quently ſtained his hands in Enghſh blood, was con. 
if OA. zcth. demned by the general court at Quinnipiack, for mut. 
[ et 30th. ger; It appeared, that in the year 1637 he killed John 
Finch of Wethersfictd and captivated one of Mr. Swain'; 
daughters. He had alfo aſſiſted in killing the three 
men, who were going down Connecticutriver in a ſhall, 
His head was cut off and fet upon a pole in the market 
place. 

Ir will doubtleſs hardly be granted in this enlightenel 
age, that the ſubjects of princes killing men, by their 
orders, in war, ought to be treated as murderers, 
Though the fitſt planters of New- England and Cornec. 
tieut, were mer of eminent piety and ſtrict morals, yet 
like other good men they were fubject to miſconceptiot 
and the influence of paſſion. Their beheading facheri 
whom they took in war, killing the male captives, and 
enſlaving the women and children of the Pequots aſter 
it was finiſhed, was treating them with a ſeverity, 
which, on the benevolent principles of chriſtianity, it 
will be difficult ever to juſtify. The executing of al 
thoſe as murderers, who were active in killing any of 
the Engliſh people, and obliging alt the Indian nations 
to bring in ſuch perfons, or their heads, was an act i 
feverity unpractiſed, at this day, by eivilized and chril- 
tian nations. The decapitariort of their enemies, and 
the fetting of their heads upon potes, was a kind of bat- 
barous triumph, too nearly ſymbelizing with the exan- 
ples of uncivilized and Pagan nations. The further we 
are removed from every refetnblance of theſe, and the 
more deeply we imbibe thoſe divine precepts, *« Lowe 
your enemies. Whatfoever ye would that men ſhould do 
to you, do ye eren fo to them,“ the greater will be out 
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Tus progreſs of purchaſe, ſettlement and laau in the colonies 

; of Connecticut and New- Haven. wh! pr of the con- 
queſt of the Pequots on the natives, and the manner in 
which they were treated. Purchaſes of them. Towns 
fettled. Diviſions at Wethersfield occafton the ſettlement 
of Stamford. Troubles with the Dutch and Indians. 
Capital laws of Connecticut. The confederation of the 
United Colomes. Further troubles with the Indians. 
Victory of Uncas over the Narraganſets, and capture of 
their ſachem. The advice of the commiſſeoners reſpecting 
Miantonimob. His execution. Precautions of the colo- 
nies to prevent war. The Dutch, haraſſed by an Indian 
war, apply to New-Haven for aſſiſtance. 


= LTHOUGH the conqueſt of the Pequots exten- 
. ded the claim of Connecticut to a great propor- 
tion of the lands in the ſettled part of the colony, yet, 
to remove all grounds of complaint or uneaſineſs, the 
Engliſh planters made fair purchaſes of almoſt the 
# whole tract of country, within the ſettled part of Con- 
necticut. EY 
* AFTER the conqueſt of the Pequots, in conſequence n.; 
of the covenant made with D in 1638, a the 8 | 
© gift of a hundred Pequots to him, he became important. dians, and 4 
A conſiderable number of Indians collected to him, the man- | 
ſſo that he became one of the principal ſachems in Con- de , 
7 neCticut, and even in New-England. At ſometimes Zazüm 
he was able to raiſe four or five hundred warriors. As treated 
the Pequots were now conquered, and as he aſſiſted in them. 
the conqueſt, and was a Pequot himſelf, he laid claim 
to all that extenſive tract called the Moheagan or Pe- f 
quot country. Indeed it ſeems he claimed and was 1 
| 4 allowed to fell ſome part of that tract which was the 
principal feat of the Pequots. The ſachems in other 
parts of Connecticut, who had been conquered by the | 
Pequots and made their allies, or tributaries, conſidered 0 
themſelves, by the conqueſt of this haughty nation, as 1 
35 reſtored to their former rights. They claimed to be in- i 
dependent ſoyercigns, and to have a title to all the lands 
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Book I. which they had at any time before poſſeſſed. The plan- 
e ters therefore, to ſhow their juſtice to the heathen, and 
1640. 


to maintain the peace of the country, from time to time, 
purchaſed of the reſpective ſachems and their Indians, 
all the lands which they ſettled, excepting the towns of 
New-London, Groton and Stonington, which were con- 
ſidered as tht peculiar ſeat of the Pequot nation. The 
inhabitants of Windſor, Hartford, and Wethersfield, 
cither at the time of their ſettlement, or ſoon after, 
bought all thoſe extenſive tracts, which they ſettled, of 
the native, original proprietors of the country. Indeed 
Connecticut planters generally made repeated purcha- 
ſes of their lands. The colony not only bought the 
Moheagan country of Uncas, but afterwards all the par. 
ticular towns were purchaſed again, either of him or 
his ſucceſſors, when the ſettlements in them commen- 
ced. Beſides, the colony was often obliged to renew it; 
leagues with Uncas and his ſucceſſors, the Moheagan 
ſachems ; and to make new preſents and take new deed, 
to keep friendſhip with the Indians and preſerve the 
peace of the country. The colony was obliged to de- 
fend Uncas from his enemies, which was an occaſion dt 
no ſmall trouble and expenſe. The laws obliged the 
inhabitants of the ſeveral towns to reſerve unto the 
natives a ſufficient quantity of planting ground. They 
were allowed to hunt and fiſh upon all the lands n 
Teſs than the Engliſh. 

Thx colonies made laws for their protection from ii. 
ſult, fraud and violence.“ The inhabitants ſuffere( 
them to erect wigwams, and to live on the very land 
which they had purchaſed of them; and to cut thei 
fire wood on their unincloſed lands, for more than: 
whole century, after the ſettlements began. The lands 
therefore, though really worth nothing at that time, 
coſt the planters very conſiderable ſums, beſides the 

urchaſe of their patents and the right of pre-emption. 

In purchaſing the lands and making ſettlements, in 
a wilderneſs, the hrit planters of Connecticut expended 
great eſtates. It has been the opinionof the beſt judge 


. who have had the moſt perfect acquaintance with ths 


ancient affairs of the colony, that many of the adven- 


* Theſe facts are fully aſcertained by the records of the colo- 
nies, and of the reſpective towns, 
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turers expended more, in making ſettlements in Con- Book I. 
necticut, than all the lands and buildings were worth, 


after all the improvements which they had made upon 1640. 


them.“ 
Ar the general election in Connecticut, this year, Election at 
Mr. Hopkins was choſen governor, and Mr. Haynes de- Hartford. 


puty governor. Mr. Ludlow was choſen magiſtrate in 
the place of Mr. Hopkins. The other magiſtrates were 
the ſame who were elected the laſt year. The ſame 
1 governor, deputy governor and magiſtrates, who were in 
office, at New-Haven, the laſt year, were re- elected for 
I this. 

As the coloniſts, both in Connecticut and New-Ha- 


ven, were the patentees of Lord Say and Seal, Lord 


TY 


* 
* 
* 


Brook and the other gentlemen intereſted in the old 
Connecticut patent, and as that patent covered a large 


tract of country, both colonies were deſirous of ſecu- 
ring the native title to the lands, with all convenient diſ- 
patch. Several large purchaſes were made this year 
both by Connecticut and New-Haven. 

CoNNEcTIcUr made preſents to Uncas, the Mohea- 
gan ſachem, to his ſatisfaction, and on the 1ſt of Sep- 
tember 1640, obtained of him a clear and ample deed 
of all his lands in Connecticut, except the lands which 


2 * 


were then planted. Theſe he reſerved for himſelf and 


the Moheagans. 

= Tue ſame year, Governor Haynes, in behalf of Hart- 
ford, made a purchaſe of Tunxis, including the towns 
of Farmington and Sonthington, and extending weſt- 
ward as far as the Mohawk country. 
THe people of Connecticut, . the ſame time, 
purchaſed Waranoke and ſoon began a plantation there, 
ſince called Weſtfield. Governor Hopkins erected a 
trading houſe and had a conſiderable intereſt in the plan- 
tation. | 
Mx. Luprow made a purchaſe of the eaſtern part 
of Norwalk, between Saugatuck and Norwalk rivers. 
Captain Patrick bought the middle part of the town. 
A few families ſeem to have planted themſelves in the 


* This was the general opinion among men of extenſive 


knowledge, in Maſſachuſetts, as well as in Connecticut. Gov- 


ernor Hutchinſon, in a manuſcript which he wrote againſt the 
ſtamp act, obſerved, that land in New. England, at the time of 


nds ſettlement, was of no value. 
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town about the time of theſe purchaſes, but it was not 
properly ſettled until about the year 1651. Ihe plan. 
ters then made a purchaſe of the weſtern part of the 
town.* ' 

ABovurT the ſame time Robert Feaks and Daniel Pa. 
trick bought Greenwich. The purchaſe was made in 
behalf of New-Haven, but through the intrigue of the 
Dutch governor, and the treachery of the purchaſers, 
the firſt inhabitants revolted to the Dutch. They were 
incorporated and veſted with town privileges by Peter 
Stuyveſant, governor of New-Netherlands. The inhab. 
itants were driven off by the Indians, in their war with 
the Dutch ; and made no great progreſs in ſettlement 
until after Connecticut obtained the charter, and they 
were taken under the juriſdiction of this colony. 

CAPTAIN Howe and other Engliſhmen, in behalf 
of Connecticut, purchaſed a large tract of the Indian, 
the original proprietors, on Long-Iſland. This tra 
extended from the eaſtern part of Oyſter bay to the Wel. 
tern part of Howe's ar Holmes's bay to the middle of the 
great plain. It lay on the northern part of the iſland and 
extended ſouthward about half itsbreadth. Settlemenk 
were immediately begun upon the lands; and by de 
year 1642, had made conſiderable advancement. 

New-Havex made a purchaſe of all the lands at Rip 
powams. This purchaſe was made of Ponus and To 
quamike, the two ſachems of that tract, which contain. 
ed the whole town of Stamford. A reſervation of plan 
ting ground was made for the Indians. 

ANOTHER large purchaſe, ſufficient for a number d 
plantations, was made by Captain Turner, agent for 
New-Haven, on both ſides of Delaware bay or river. 
This purchaſe was made with a view to trade, and forthe 
ſettlement of churches in goſpel order and purity. The 
colony of New-Haven erected trading houſes upon the 
lands, and ſent nearly fifty families to make ſettlements 
upon them, The ſettlements were made under the ju 


— — — 


* The firſt purchaſes were of the ſachem, Mamechimoh. 
Mr. Ludlow's deed bears date Feb. 26th, 1640, and Capt. Pa. 
trick's April 2oth, 1640. The weſtern purchaſe was of a ſachen 
called Buckingheage. It hence appears that there were two i 
chems in this town. | 

+ The purchaſe was made by Captain Nathaniel Turner, . 
gent for New-Haven, It coft about thirty pounds ſterling. 
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riſdiction of Neu-Haven, and in cloſe combination with Book I. 


? that colony in all their fundamental articles. 2932 


Ir alſo appcars, that New-Haven, or their confede- 1640. 
rates, purchaſed and ſettled Yennycock, Southhold, on 
| Long-lfland. Mr. John Youngs, who had been a min- 
iſter at Hingham in England, came over, with a conſid- 
erable part of his church, and here fixed his reſidence. 


He gathered his church anew, on the 21ſt of October, 
and the planters united themſelves with New-Haven. 


However they ſoon departed from the rule of appointing 
none to office, or of admitting none to be freemen, but 
members of the church. New -Haven inſiſted on this as 
® a fundamental article of their conſtitution. They were 
© therefore, for a number of years, obliged to conform 


© to this law of the juriſdiction. Some of the principal 


men were the Reverend Mr. Youngs, Mr. William 
Welles, Mr. Barnabas Horton, Thomas Mapes, John 
Tuthill and Matthias Corwin. 

® Laws were enatted, both by Connecticut and New- 
Haven, prohibiting all purchaſes of the Indians, by pri- 

* vate perſons, or companies, without the conſent of their 
reſpective general courts. Theſe were to authorize and 
direct the manner of every purchaſe. | 

Tux general court, at New-Haven, this year, made 

a grant of Totoket to Mr. Samuel Eaton, brother of Septem- 
Governor Eaton, upon condition of his procuring a num- . 
ber of his friends, from England, to make a ſettlement 

in that tract of country. 

Arx this court it was decreed, that the plantation at 
Quinnipiak ſhould be called New-Haven. 

Ar the of mag election, this year, at Hartford, John General 
Haynes, Eſquire, was choſen governor, and George Wyl- election at 


ys, Eſquire, deputy governor. Mr. Hopkins was choſen Hartford 
f 1 and the other principal officers were re- elec- 


April 6, 
1641. 


Tux brethren of the church at Wethersfield removed 
without their paſtor the Reverend Mr. Phillips; and, Divifions 
having no ſettled miniſter at firſt, fell into unhappy con- at Weth- 
© tentions and animoſities. Theſe continued for a num. ersfield. 


ber of years, and divided the inhabitants of the town, as 


well as the brethren of the church. They were the 


$ means of ſcattering the inhabitants, and of the formation 
of new ſettlements and churches in other places. Great 


5 pains were taken, by the miniſters on the river, to com- 
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Book I. poſe the differences and unite the church and town; 
WV but they were unable to effect an union. Mr. Davenport 


1641. 


and ſome of the brethren of the church at New-Haven 
were ſent for, to adviſe and attempt a reconciliation, 
Mr. Davenport and his brethren gave advice ſomewhat 
different from that which had been given by the mini. 
ters and churches on the river; and, it ſeems, ſuggeſted 


the expediency of one of the parties removing and ma. 


king a new ſettlement, if they could not, by any means, 
be united among themſelves. Some were pleaſed with 
the advice, others diſliked it, and the parties could not 
agree which of them ſhould remove. 'The church, 
which conſiſted of ſeven members only, was divided three 
againſt four. 'The three claimed to be the church, and 
therefore pleaded, that they ought not to remove. The 
four, as they were the majority, inſiſted that it was 
their right to ſtay. 33 

Tre church at Watertown, as they had not diſmiſſed 
their brethren, at Wethersfield, from their watch, judy- 
ed it their duty to make them a viſit, and to attempt to 
heal the diviſions which had ſprung up among then, 
For this benevolent purpoſe, ſeveral oz the brethren 
made a journey to Connecticut; but they ſucceeded no 
better in their endeavours, than thoſe who had been 
before them, It now appeared to be the opinion, that 
it was expedient for one of the parties to remove, but it 
could not be agreed which of them ſhould be obliget 
again to make a new ſettlement. At length a number 
of principal men, who were the moſt pleaſed with the 
advice of Mr. Davenport and the New-Haven brethren, 
and to whom the government of that colony was mol: 
agreeable, determined to remove, and ſettle in combi 
nation with New-Haven. | 

'THEREFORE, on the 3oth of October 1640, Mr. An- 
drew Ward and Mr. Robert Coe of Wethersfield, in be- 
half of themſelves and about twenty other planters, pur- 
chaſed Rippowams of New-Haven. The whole number 
obliged themſelves to remove, with their families, the 
next year before the laſt of November. This ſpring the 
ſettlement commenced. The principalplanters were the 
Reverend Mr. Richard Denton, Mr. Matthew Mitche!, 
Mr. 'Thurſton Rayner, Mr. Andrew Ward, Mr. Robert 
Coe, and Mr. Richard Gilderfleve. Mr. Denton wWas 
among the firſt planters of the town and continucd 
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W their miniſter about three or four years. After that 
time he removed with part of his church and congrega- 
tion to Hempſted. They ſettled that town about the 
year 1643 or 1644. | 

| AT the general election, this year, in New-Haven, 
Theophilus Eaton, Eſquire, was - choſen governor, and 
Mr. Stephen Goodyear, deputy governor. The magiſ- 
trates were Mr. Gregſon, Mr. Robert Newman, Mr. 
Matthew Gilbert and Mr. Wakeman. Thomas Fugill 

was appointed ſecretary, and Mr. Gregſon treaſurer. 
Uro the general election, this year, at Hartford, 
there was a conſiderable change, with reſpect to civil of- 
© ficers. George Wyllys, Eſquire, was elected governor, 
and Roger Ludlow, Eſquire, deputy governor. Eight 
W magiſtrates were choſen for Connecticut. This is the 
& firſt inſtance of more than ſix. The magiſtrates were 
John Haynes, Eſquire, Mr. Phelps, Mr. Webſter, Cap- 
tain Maſon, Mr. Welles, Mr. Whiting, Edward Hop- 

| kins, Eſquire and Mr. William Hopkins. 

Tus Indians were exceedingly troubleſome this year. 
| lt was ſuſpeCted, that they were forming a combination 
for a general war. All trading with them, in arms or 


5 any inſtruments of iron, was expreſsly prohibited, both 
by Connecticut and New-Haven. Each colony con- 
eerted all meaſures of defence. A conſtant watch was 


kept in all the plantations. Upon the ſabbath a firong 
guard was ſet at the places of public worſhip. 

Ar this court, the magiſtrates were deſired to write 
to the Dutch, and, as far as poſſible, to prevent their 
EF vending arms and ammunition to the natives, and to 
& ſettle all diſputes between them and the colony with re- 
ſpect to claims. But notwithſtanding all their endeav- 
ours, the Dutch behaved with great inſolence, and did 


much damage to both the Engliſh colonies. 

. Tux Dutch, at Hartford, gave entertainment to fu— 
"5 E gitives from the Engliſh; helped them when confined 
er to file off their irons 3 and perſuaded ſervants to run 
he from their maſters and then gave them entertainment. 


he They purchaſed goods which had been ſtolen from the 
he (RR Engliſh, and would not return them. They alſo aſſiſted 
el, criminals in breaking gaol. 

en Besipes theſe miſdemeanors, at Hartford, the 
23 Dutch governor, William Kieft, cauſed the Engliſh ſet- 
x tlements on Long-Iſland, which had now advanced, on 
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Boox I. the lands purchaſed by captain Howe, as far as Oyſter 
- bay, to be broken up. Some of the Engliſh plantery 


1642. 


were forcibly ſeized and impriſoned, and others driven 
from their ſettlements. Theſe were injuries done to 
Connecticut. | 

To the colony of New-Haven the Dutch were ſtil 
more hoſtile and injurious. Notwithſtanding the fair 
purchaſes which that colony had made, by their agent 
at Delaware, Governor Kieft, without any legal proteſt 
or warning, diſpatched an armed force, and with great 
hoſtility, burned the Engliſh trading houfes, violench 
feized and for a time detained their goods, and would 
not give them time to take an inventory of them. The 
Dutch alſo took the company's boat, and à number al 
the Engliſh planters, and kept them as priſoners. The 
damages done the Engliſh at Delaware, were eftimatel 
at a thouſand pounds ſterling.“ 

Tnx ſame year the Swediſh governor and Dutch + 
gent uniting in a crafty defign againſt Mr. Lamberton, 
a principal gentleman of New-Haven, made an inju- 
rious attempt upon his life. They accuſed him of h. 
ving joined in a plot with the Indians to cut off the 
Swedes and Dutch. They attempted, by giving his 
men ſtrong drink, and by threatenings and allurementz, 
to influence them to bear teſtimony againſt him. 
rocceded fo far as to impriſon and try him for treaſon, 
When, notwithſtanding theſe unfair means, and tht 
they were both his accuſers and judges, they could find 
no evidence againſt him, they arbitrarily impoſed a fine 
upon him, for trading at Delaware, though within the 
limits of the purchaſe and juriſdiction of New-Haven. 

Ar another time, when Mr. Lamberton was occt- 
ſionally at Manhatoes, in the capacity of an agent for 
New-Haven, the Dutch governor, Kieft, by force and 


of nd 
* 


threatenings, compelled him to give an account of al 


his beaver, within the limits of New-Haven, at Dela 
ware, and to pay an impoſt upon the whole. The 
Dutch did other damages, and inſulted the Engliſh in 
various other inſtances. Both Connecticut and Neu- 
Haven, from year to year, complained and remonſtra- 
ted againſt them, but could obtain no redreſs. 
WHILE the colonies were increaſing in numbers and 


Records of the United colonice, and Smith's hiſtory of 
New-York P · 4. | 
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ſettlements, progreſs in law and juriſprudence, in the Book I. 
regular eſtabliſhment of courts and the times of their Cy 
ſeſſions, was alſo neceſſary, for the adyancement, order 1642. 
and happineſs of the reſpective juriſdictions. 
Tuis, ſo far as the numerous affairs of the colonies would 
rmit, was an object of ſpecial attention. 'The capital 
aws of Connecticut were, this year, nearly completed, 
and put upon record. The ſcycral paſſages of ſcripture 
on which they were founded were particularly noticed 
in the ſtatute. They were twelve ia number, and to the 
| following effect. 

7 Ir any man or woman ſhall have or worſhip any Gop, capital 
but the true Gop, he ſhall be put to.death, Deut. xiu, 6, Laws of 
xvii. 21. Exodus xxii. 2. 8 

& - Ir any perſon in this colony ſhall blaſpheme the name 2 

of Gor the FATHER, soN or HOLY GHOST, with direct, 
expreſs, preſumptuous or high-handed blaſphemy, or 

„mall curſe in like manner, he ſhall be put to death, Le- 

vit. xxiv. 15, 16. | 

® Ir any man or woman be a witch, that is hath or con- 
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1 & ſulteth with a familiar ſpirit, they ſhall be put to death, 
P xodus xxii. 18. Levit. xx. 22. Deut. xviii. 10, 11. 
I,x any perſon ſhall commit wilful murder, upon ma- 


& lice, hatred or cruelty, not in a man's own defence, nor 
dy caſualty againſt his will, he ſhall be put to death, 
Exodus xxi. 12, 13, 14. Numb. xxxv. 30, 31. 

Ir any perſon ſhall ſlay another through guile, either 

by poiſoning, or other ſuch deviliſh practices, he ſhall 
be put to death, Exodus xxi. 14. 
. Ir any manor woman ſhall lie with any beaſt or 
brute creature, by carnal copulation, they ſhall ſurely 
be put to death, and the beaſt ſhall be ſlain and buried, 
Levit. xx. 15, 16. 

IF any man lieth with mankind as he lieth with a 
woman, both of them have committed abomination, 
they boch ſhall ſurely be put to death, except it appear 
that one of the parties was forced, or under fifteen years 
of age, Levit. xx. 13. | 

Ir any man lie with his mother, or father's wife, or 
wite's mother, his daughter or daughter in law, having 
$ carnal copulation with them, both of them have com- 
nd (7 matted abomination, they ry be put to death, except it 
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Book I. appear, that the woman was forced, or under fourteen 
ANY years of age, Levit. xx. 11, 12, 14. and xviil. 7, 8. 
1642. Ir any man ſhall forcibly raviſh any maid or woman, 
by carnal copulation againſt her conſent, he ſhall be put 
to death, provided proſecution and complaint be made 
forthwith upon the rape, Deut. xxil. 25. 
Ir any man ſteal a man, or mankind, and ſelleth him, 
5 or he be found in his hand, he ſhall be put to death, 
Exodus, xxi. 16. 
Ix any perſon riſe up by falſe witneſs wittingly and 
of purpoſe to take away man's life, he or ſhe ſhall be 
ut to death, Deut. xix.. 16, 18, 19. 

IT was alſo enacted, that if any perſon fhould con. 
ſpire againſt the commonwealth, attempt an infurrec. 
tion, invaſton, or rebellion againſt it, he thould be put to 
death. 

W1rLFvUL arfon, the curſing and ſmiting of father 
or mother, and notorious ſtubbornneſs in children, af- 
ter a certain age, were, ſoon after, made capital offen- 
ces, by the laws of the colony, and added to the liſt 
of the capital laws.“ | 

 Berore this time, unchaſtity between ſingle perſons, 
and wanton behaviour had been puniſhed with whip- 
ping at the tail of the cart, by fining, or obliging the de- 
linquents to marry, at the diſcretion of the particular 
courts. 

Tur general court approved of what the particular 
courts had done, in theſe caſes, and authorized them, in 
future, to puniſh ſuch delinquents by fines, by commit- 
ting them to the houſe of correction, or by corporal 
puniſhment, at the diſcretion of the court. 

As ſome looſe perſons deſerted the Engliſh ſettle- 
ments, and hved ina profane heatheniſh manner, a law 
was enacted, that all perſons who ſhould be convicted 
of this crime, ſhould be puniſhed with three years im- 
priſonment, at leaſt, in the houſe of correction, with fine 
or corporal puniſhment, as the particular court ſhould 
direct. 

Gene AT a general court in New-Haven, April 5, 1643, 
court at conſiderable progreſs was made in the laws and gou- 
New-Ha- f 


ven, April Records of Connecticut, and the old Connecticut code. 

3751643. + Records of Connecticut. When the Connecticut laws 
were printed, in 1672, this law was altered, and the term re- 
duced from three, to one year's impriſonment, 
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magiſtrates. Stamford for the firſt time, ſent Captain 1643. 
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ernment of that colony. Deputies were admitted to Book I. ; | 
the court and an addition was made to the number of CY | 
; 


John Underhill and Mr. Richard Gilderſſeve to repre- 


* ſent the town. Mr. Mitchel and Mr. Rayner were [18 


appointed by the court. Captain Underhill, Mr. Mitch- 1 
el, Mr. Andrew Ward and Mr. Robert Coe were ap- 44 


Vas veſted with the ſame powers as the court at New- 
Haven, and was the firſt inſtituted in Stamford. Mr. 


£ 
J 


* 


x; 


med. Guilford. 


or and Mr. Hopkins, deputy governor. Mr. Wolcott Har, ford, 
and Mr. Swain were choſen magiſtrates, and Mr. Phelps April 13, 
and Mr. William Hopkins were not elected.“ Mr. 1643. 
Whiting was choſen treaſurer, and Mr. Welles ſecretary. 

It appears to have been cuſtomary for a number of years 

to chooſe the ſecretary and treaſurer among the magiſ- 

trates. 


in Connecticut, from their firſt inſtitution. They ſeem Pecting 
to have been regularly enrolled about the year 1641, or 

1642. But the particular courts found great difficulties 
= with reſpeCt to their proceedings. There were no prin- 
© ted laws for the inhabitants to ſtudy, and many of the 
common people had attended very little to law and evi- 
7 dence. The jury therefore, very often, would be ſo di- 
Z vided, that they could not agree upon any verdict; and 
when they were agreed, it did not always appear to the 
court that they brought ina juſt one. A pretty ex- 


# juries. The court decreed, that the jury ſhould attend ö 
diligently to the caſe and to the evidence, and if they 1 
could not all agree in a verdict, they ſhould offer their 
2 reaſons upon the caſe to the court, and the court ſhould wi 
# anſwer them, and ſend out the jury again. If after de- {ll 


nominated for magiſtrates in Stamford. Mr. Rayner was iq 
inted aſſiſtant judges to Mr. Rayner. This court 


William Leet and Mr. Deſborough were adutitted ma- 
giſtrates for Menunkatuck, and that plantation was na- 


General e- 


Ta1s year John Haynes, Eſquire, was elected govern- gion at 


JorIEs appear to have attended the particular courts, An act re- 


juries. 


traordinary law therefore paſſed this court regulating the 


Mr. Phelps I ſuppoſe was now dead, as he appears no more | | 


upon the records. He was one of the principal planters of 


Windſor, and choſen into the magiſtracy from the firſt ſettle- 


ment of Connecticut. He appears to have been the anceſt 
the Phelpſes in this ſtate. o TY 
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Book I. liberating upon the caſe they could not bring in a joint 
Way verdict, it was decreed, that it ſhould be determined 
143. by a major vote; and, that this ſhould, to all intents 
and purpoſes, be deemed a full and ſufficient verdict ; 
upon which judgment ſhould be entered, and execution 
and all other proceedings ſhould be as though there had 
been a joint verdict of the jury. It was alſo provided, 
that if the jury ſhould be equally divided, fix and fix, 
they ſhould repreſent the caſe to the court, with their 
reaſons, and a ſpecial verdict ſhould be drawn, and 2 
major vote of the court, or magiſtrates, ſhould deter. 
mine the cauſe, and all matters reſpecting it ſhould be 25 
though there had been a joint verdict of the jury.“ 
Grand ju- AT this court it was ordained, that a grand jury of 
ry toat- twelve men ſhould attend the particular courts, annu. 
tend the ally, in May and September, and as often as the gor. 
courts. ernor and court ſhould judge expedient. It was allo 
enacted, that the grand jury ſhould be warned to gie 
their attendance. This is the firſt notice of a grand ju. 
ry at any court. 
Propoſals A GENERAL confederation of the New-England co. 
for a gen- lonies had been propoſed and in agitation for ſeveral 
eral union years. In 1638, articles of union, for amity, offence 
1 N. and defence, mutual advice and aſſiſtance, upon all ne- 
Bonde, eeſf 0 d d for further conſ 
colonies, Ceflary occaſions, were drawn, and for further confi 
eration referred to 1639. Connecticut and Mr. Fer- 
wick agreed to confederate for theſe purpoſes. From 
this time Connecticut had annually appointed ſome of her 
principal men to go into the Maflachufetts to com- 
plete the deſigned confederacy. Governor Haynes and 
Mr. Hooker, in 1639, were nearly a month in Maſſachu- 
ſetts, laboring to carry it into effect. New-Havel 
paid equal attention to an affair ſo important to the co- 
lonies. The circumſtances of the Engliſh nation, and 
the ſtate of the colonies, in New-England, at this time, 
2 _ made it a matter of urgent neceſſity. For the accom- 
"Sap modation of particular companies, the colonies had ex- 
tended their ſettlements upon the rivers and ſea coaſts 
much farther, and had made them in a more ſcattering 
manner, than was at firſt deſigned. No aid could be 
expected from the parent country, let emergencies be 
ever fo preſſing. The Dutch had ſo extended their 
claims, and were ſo powerful and hoſtile, as to afford a 
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Narraganſets appeared hoſtile, and there were the ap- 243» 
pearances of a general combination among the Indians, 
in New-England, to extirpate the Englith colonies. 


2 There were, notwithſtanding, impediments in the way 


of effecting even ſo neceſſary and important an union. 
The Maſſachuſetts was much more numerous and pow- 


erful than the other colonies. It was in various reſpects 


more reſpectable and important. It was therefore a 


matter of difficulty to form an union upon equal terms. 


The other colonies were not willing to unite upon ſuch 
as were unequal. There were allo diſputes between 


? Connecticut and Maſſachuſetts. The colony of Maſſa- 
” chuſetts claimed part of the Pequot country, on the ac- 
1 count of the aſſiſtance which they afforded in the Pe- 


quot war. There was alſo a difference with reſpect to 


2 the boundary line between Maſſachuſetts and Connecti- 


cut. Both colonies claimed the towns of Springfield 
and Weſtfield. Theſe difficulties retarded the union. 
> However, Connecticut, New-Haven and Plimouth 


4 all diſpatched commiſſioners to Boſton, in May, at the 
time of the ſeſſion of the general court. The commiſ- 


ſioners from Connecticut were Governor Haynes and 
Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Fenwick from Saybrook, Governor 
Eaton and Mr. Gregſon from New-Haven, Mr. Winſ- 
low and Mr. Collier from Plimouth. The general court 
of Maflachuſetts appointed Governor Winthrop, Mr. 
Dudley and Mr. Bradſtreet of the magiſtrates, and of the 
deputies, Mr. Hawthorne, Mr. Gibbons and Mr. Tyng. 


There appeared at this time, a ſpirrit of harmony and he New. 


mutual condeſcenſion among the commiſſioners, and England 
on the 19th of May, 1643, the articles were completed colonies 
and ſigned. The commiſſioners were unanimous in confede- 
adopting them, but thoſe from Plimouth did not ſign OY 
them, as they had not been authorized by the court. = 


At the meeting of the commiſſioners in September, they 
| came veſted with plenary powers and ſigned them. 


Tux commiſſioners, in the introductory part, declare Articles of 
with reſpect to the four colonies of Maſſachuſetts, Pli- confedera. 


mouth, Connecticut and New-Haven, and the planta- tion. 


tions under their reſpective juriſdictions, that as they 


Al came into theſe parts of America, with one and the 
lame end and aim, to advance the kingdom of our Loxp 
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juſt ground of general alarm. All the plantations were Book I. 
compaſſed with numerous tribes of ſavage men. The r 
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Book I. Jxeus Curisr, and enjoy the liberties of the goſpel in 
— purity and peace, they conceived it their bounden duty 


1643. 


to enter into a preſent confederation among themſelves, 
for mutual help and ſtrength in all future concernments; 
that, as in nation and religion, ſo in other reſpects they 
be and continue one, and henceforth be called by the 
name of THE UNITED COLONIES oF NEw-ENGLAND. 

Tux declare, That the ſaid United colonies, for 
themſelves and their poſterities, did * and ſeverally 
enter into a firm and perpetual league of friendſhip and 
amity, of offence and defence, mutual aid and fſuccour, 
upon all juſt occaſions, both for preſerving, and propa. 
gating the truth and liberty of the goſpel, and for thei; 
own mutual ſafety and welfare. 

Tre articles reſervedto each colony an entire and dif. 
tinct juriſdiction. By them, no two colonies might be 
united in one, nor any other colony be received into the 
confederacy, without the conſent of the whole. 

Eacn colony was authorized to fend two commil. 
ſioners annually, always to be church members, to mee 
on the firſt Monday in September, firſt at Boſton, then 
at Hartford, New-Haven and Plimouth. This was to 
be the annual order, except that two meetings ſucceſlyely 
were always to be at Boſton. 

Tur commiſhoners when met were authorized t 
chooſe a Preſident from among themſelves for the pre 
ſervation of order. They were veſted with plenary 
powers for making war and peace, laws and rules cf: 
civil nature and of general concern. Eſpecially, to reg 
ulate the conduct of the inhabitants towards the Indians 
towards fugitives, for the general defence of the coun- 
try, and for the encouragement and ſupport of religion. 

Tus expenſe of all wars, offenſive or defenſive, wi 
to be borne in proportion to the number of the male in- 
habitants in each colony, between ſixteen and ſixty yeai 
of age. 

Uro notice from three magiſtrates of any of the co- 
lonies of an invaſion, the colonies were immediately te 
ſend aſſiſtance, the Maſſachuſetts a hundred, and each 
of the other colonies forty five men. If a greater num. 
ber was neceſſary the commiſſioners were to meet and 
determine the number. | 

ALL determinations of the commiſſioners, in which 
bx were agreed, were binding upon the whole. If then 


z 
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® werea majority, yet under ſix, the affair was to be re- Book I, 
® ferred to the general court of each colony, and could not ?? 
be obligatory unleſs the courts unanimouſly concurred. 1643. 


No colony might engage in a war, without the con- 


2 ſent of the whole union, unleſs upon ſome urgent and 


ſudden occaſion. Even in ſuch caſe, it was to be avoid- 


ed as far as poſlible, conſiſtent with the general ſafety. 


IF a meeting were ſummoned, upon any extraordina- 
ry occaſion, and the whole number of commiſhoners 
did not attend, any four who were met, might, in caſes 
© which admitted of no delay, determine upon a war, and 
© ſend to each colony for its proportion of men. A num- 


3 ber however leſs than ſix could not determine the juſtice 
of a war, nor have power to ſettle a bill of charges, nor 
= make levies. 


© Ir either of the confederates ſhould break any article 
of the confederation, or injure one of the other colonies, 
the affair was to be determined by the commiſſioners of 
the three other confederates. 

= THe articles alſo made proviſion, that all ſervants 
running from their maſters, and criminals flying from 


Juſtice, from one colony to another, ſhould, upon de- 


mand and proper evidence of their character, as fugi- 


tives, be returned to their maſters, and to the colonies 


whence 1 had made their eſcape; that, in all caſes, 
law and juſtice might have their courſe. 

Tris was an union of the higheſt conſequence to the 
New-England colonies. It made them formidable tothe 
Dutch and Indians, and reſpectable among their French 
neighbours. It was happily adapted to maintain a gen- 
ral harmony among themſelves, and to ſecure the peace 
and rights of the country. It was one of the principal 
means of the preſervation of the colonies, during the 
Tivil wars and unſettled ſtate of affairs in England. It 
was the grand ſource of mutual defence in Philip's war, 
and of the moſt eminent ſervice in civilizing the Indians 
and propagating the goſpel among them. The union 
ſubſiſted more than forty years, until the abrogation of 


he charters of the New- England colonies, by king James 
the ſecond. 


neceſſary to prevent a general war. The troubles ori- 
ginated in the ambitious and perſidious conduct of 


8 
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# THis union was very ſeaſonable. The Indians were The vexa- 
lo tumultuous and hoſtile, that its whole influence wag tious con- 


antoni- 
moh. 
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Book I. Miantonimoh, chief ſachem of the Narraganſets. Af. 
YN ter the Pequot war he attempted to ſet himſelf up, 28 
1643. univerſal ſachem, over all the Indians in New-England. 
The old grudge and hatred, which had ſubſiſted between 
him and the Pequots, he now ſuffered to embitter and 
enflame his rancorous heart, againſt Uncas and the Mo. 
heagans. Without any regard to the league made he. 
tween him, the Engliſhand the Moheagans, at Hartfor(, 
in 1638, when the Pequots were divided between hin 
and Uncas, he practiſed murder and war againſt him. 
At the ſame time he uſed all the arts of which he wi 
maſter, by preſents and iutrigue, to inflame the Indians 
and excite a general inſurrection againſt the Engli 

lantations. The Indians, through his influence, had 
2 collecting arms and ammunition. There appeared 
among them a general preparation for war. The cob. 


from the ſetting to the riſing of the ſun, and to guat 
their inhabitants, from town to town, and from one 
place to another. 

CoNnNECTICUT was for making war immediately 
and ſent preſſing letters to the court at Boſton, urging 
that a hundred men might be ſent to Saybrook fort, to 
aſſiſt againſt the enemy, as circumſtances might require 
But the court of Maſſachuſetts pretended to doubt of tit 
facts alledged, and would not conſent. 

In the mean time Miantonimoh, in proſecution 
his bloody deſigns, hired a Pequot, one of Uncas's met, 
to kill him. He made an attempt, in the ſpring, att 
ſhot Uncas through his arm. He then ran off to tlt 
Narraganſets, reporting, through the Indian towns, tha 
he had killed Uncas. But when it was known that Ui. 
cas was not dead, though wounded, Miantonimoh a 
the Pequot contrived together, and reported that Uncs 
had cut through his arm with a flint, and then charge! 
the Pequot with ſhooting him. However, Miantow 
moh ſoon after going to Boſton, in company with the It 
quot, who had wounded Uncas, the governor and m 
giſtrates, upon examination, found clear evidence, thi 
the Pequot was guilty of the crime, with which he h 
been charged. They had deſigns of apprehending bin 


but Miantonimoh pleaded, that he might be ſuffered ti 


niſts were obliged to keep guards and watchevery night, i 


and ſending him to Uncas, that he might be puniſhed; N fi 
return with him, and promiſed that he would ſcud lt 
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to Uncas. Indeed he fo exculpated himſelf, and made Book J. 
ſuch fair promiſes, that they gave up their deſigns, and 
permitted them to depart in peace. About two days 1643. 

| after, Miantonimoh murdered the Pequot, on his return, 
| that he might make no further diſcovery of his treache- 
rous conduct. 

* AspovT the ſame time much trouble aroſe from Se- 
gquaſſen, a ſachem upon Connecticut river. Several of 
his men killed a principal Indian belonging to Uncas. 
He, or ſome of his warriors, had alſo waylaid Uncas 
& himſelf, as he was going down the ſaid river, and ſhot ſev- 
T eral arrows at him. Uncas made complaint to the gov- 
Zernor and court at Connecticut, of theſe outrages. 
Governor Haynes and the court took great pains to 
make peace between Uncas and Sequaſſen. Upon 
hearing their ſeveral ſtories it appeared, that Uncas re- 
quired, that fix of Sequaſſen's men ſhould be delivered 
Ro him, for the murder of his man, becauſe he was a 
great man. Governor Haynes and the court laboured 
"to diſſuade Uncas from his demand of ſix men for one; 
and urged him to be ſatisfied upon Sequaſſen's deliver- 
ing up the murderer. At length, with much perſua- 
Fon and difficulty, Uncas conſented to accept of the —— 
murderer only. But Sequaſſen would not agree to de- 
Rover him. He was nearly allied to Miantonimoh, and 
Wne of his peculiar favorites. Sequaſſen choſe rather to 
cht, than to make Uncas any compenſation, expreſſing, 
t the ſame time, his dependance on Miantonimoh for 


— at. A 


. „ 7” & 


* Iſſiſtance. It is not improbable, that it was through the 
a Influence of Miantonimoh, that he came to this reſolu- 
- Hon. Uncas and Sequafſen fought. Sequaſſen was 


Pvercome. Uncas killed a number of his men and 

Ur WW Furned his wigwams. 

I MiaxToxnon, without conſulting the Engliſh, ace 1 IP 
Fording to agreement, without proclaiming war, or giv- on N 
ge Wg Uncas the leaft information, raiſed an army of nine yes war 
Pundred, or a thouſand men, and marched againſt him. with Un- 
Pncas's ſpies diſcovered the army at ſome diſtance and 8. 
gave him intelligence. He was unprepared, but rally- 

Ing between four and five hundred of his braveſt men, 

he told them they muſt by no means ſuffer Miantonimoh 

$0 come into their town ; but muſt go and fight him on 

his way. Having marched three or four miles, the ar- 


Book I. mies met upon a large plain. When they had adyan. 
cad within fair bow ſhot of each other, Uncas had re. 
courſe to a ſtratagem, with which he had previouſly ac. 
quainted his warriors. He defired a parley, and both ar. 
mics halted in the face of each other. Uncas, gallantly 
ftratagem. advancing in the front of his men, addrefſed Miantoni. 
moch to this effect, «© You have a number of ſtout men 

with you, and fo have J with me. 

ſuch brave warriors ſhould be killed in a private quarrel 
between us only. Come like a man, as you profeſ; to 
be, and let us fight it out. If you kill me, my men ſhall 
be yours; but if I kill you, your men ſhall be mine” 


1643. 


Uncas's 


ine Cray. VII. 


Miantonimoh replied, “My men came to fight, and they 
ſhalt fight.” Uncas falling inſtantly upon the ground, 
his men diſcharged a ſhower of arrows upon the Narr. 
ganſets; and, without a moment's interval, ruſhing 
upon them, in the moſt furious manner, with their h- 
deous Indian yell, put them immediately to flight. The 
Moheagans purſued the enemy with the ſame fury and 
eagerneſs with which they commenced the action. Th: 
Narraganſets were driven down rocks and precipictz 
and chaſed like a doe by the huntſman. Among ott- 
ers Miantonimoh was exceedingly preſſed. Some d 
Uncas's braveſt men, who were moſt light of foot, com- 


Mianteni- ing up with him, twitched him back, impeding has flight 


moh de- 
feated and 


taken 


and paſſed him, that Uncas might take him. Unc 
was a {tout man, and ruſhing forward, like a lion greedy 


priſoner, of his prey, ſeized him by his ſhoulder. He knew Un 


cas, and ſaw that he was now in the power of the mat 
whom he had hated, and by all means attempted to d- 
ſtroy; but he fat down ſullen and ſpake not a word. 
Uncas gave the Indian whoop and called up his men 
who were behind, to his aſſiſtance. The victory wi 
complete. About thirty of the Narraganſets were {la 
anda much greater number wounded. Among the latte! 
was a brother of Miantonimoh and two ſons of Canon 
cus, a chief ſachem of the Narraganſet Indians. Tis 
brother of Miantonimoh was not only wounded, but 
armed with a coat of mail, both which retarded his flight. 
Two of Miantonimoh's captains, who formerly wet 
Uncas's men, but had treacherouſly deſerted him, di- 
covering his ſituation, took him and carried him to Ul- 
cas, expecting in this way to reconcile themſelves © 
their ſachem. But Uncas aud lis men flew them. M. 


It is a great pity that 


r 
4 a. a 2 A 24 2 » * 0 
Lox 80 Pt” EG 2 r 
8 » + l : 4 * 3 24 
* - wy o e % inen ett 1 
. * Aa IJ 


= 5 
| 2 . n 8 „ . ai 
N r 
4 * 
— ned — . . Lot os * 1 


Cain. VIL OF' CONNECTICUT. I31 


| antonimoh made no requeſt either for himſelf or his Book I. 
men; but continued in the ſame ſullen, ſpeechleſs mood. 

Vncas therefore demanded of him why he would not 1643. 

| & ſpeak. Said he, Had you taken me, I ſhould have 

: beſought you for my life.” Uncas, for the preſent, 

& ſpared his life, though he would not alk it, and return- 

ed with great triumph to Moheagan, carrying the Nar- 

S raganſet ſachem, as an illuſtrious trophy of his victory. 

Tux famous Samuel Gorton and his company had 

ET purchaſed lands of Miantonimoh, under the juriſdiction 

of Maſſachuſetts and Plimouth; and expected to be 

Þ vindicated in their claims, by him, againſt thoſe colonies, 

and againſt the Maſſachuſetts and Plimouth ſachems, 

who were the original proprietors. Therefore when 

the news of Uncas's victory and of the capture of Mian- j 

tonimoh arrived at Providence, they ſent to Uncas to | | 

| 


deliver Miantonimoh, threatening him, that the power 

of the Engliſh ſhould be employed againſt him, if he re- 

E fuſed a compliance, Uncas therefore carried his priſ- Hnca; Mi 
oner to Hartford, to adviſe with the Governor and Ma- carries \ 
giſtrates, with reſpect to his conduct in ſuch a ſituation. him to 
Tux Governor and Magiſtrates were of the opinion, Harttord, N 
chat as there was no open war between them and the _ _ lf 
Narraganſets, it was not prudent for them to intermed- * F 
dle with the quarrel ; but adviſed, that the whole affair nor. 
ſhould be referred to the commiſſioners of the United [ 
& colonies at their meeting in September. 1 
How long Miantonimoh continued ſpeechleſs does yjjantoni. 1 j 
not appear; but it is certain, that when he came to moh is 
Hartford, his mouth was opened. He moſt earneſtly kept at 

k pleaded to be left in the cuſtody of the Engliſh. He Hartford, 
probably expected more ſafety and better treatment = 
with them, than with Uncas. Uncas conſented to 4 
leave him at Hartford, but inſiſted that he ſhould be 1 
kept as his priſoner. He was therefore kept, under 4 
guard, at Hartford, until the meeting of the commiſ- 4 
fioners. R 


"4, 8 
—— — <4 * 
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This account is taken from a manuſcript of Mr. Hide of Nor- | 
which, from Governor Winthrop's Journal, and from the re- * 
cords of the United colonies, in ene or other of which, all the | 
facts are aſcertained. The manuſcript repreſents Miantonimoh i 
> as having goa, and Uncas 60@ men. The records of the United p 
# colonies repreſent, that Miantonimoh had goo, or a 1000 men, ) \ 
and that Uncas had not half ſo many. Governor Winthrap's 1 
2 account is eſſentially the ſame, 4 
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Boox I. O the 7th of September the commiſſioners met at 
Ag Boſton. Governor Winthrop and Thomas Dudley, 
1643. Eſquires, were commiſhoners for Maſſachuſetts, George 
Fenwickand Edward Hopkins, Eſquires, for Connecticut 

and Theophilus Eaton and Thomas Gregſon, Eſquires, for 
New-Haven.* Governor Winthrop was choſen rref. 

dent. The whole affair of Uncas and Miantonimoh waz 

laid before the commiſſioners, and the facts already rel. 

ted were, in their opinion, fully proved; not only his 
attempts upon the life of Uncas, but that he had been the 

principal author of inflaming and ſtirring up the Indians 

to a general confederacy againſt all the Engliſh plantz 

tions. It alſo appeared, that inſtead of delivering the 

Pequot, who had ſhot Uncas, as he promiſed in open 

court, he had murdered him on the road from Bolton 

to Narraganſet. It was alſo affirmed to the commiſſion. 

ers, that the Narraganſets had ſent for the Mohavig 

and that they were come within a day's journey of the 

Engliſh ſettlements, and were kept back only by th: 

capture of Miantonimoh : That they were waiting for 

his releaſe, and then would proſecute theirdefigns again 

the Englith, or Uncas, or againſt both, as the Indians 

ſhould determine. The commiſhoners, having fully con- 

ſidered the premiſes, laid the affair before five or fix d 

the principal miniſters in Maſſachuſetts, and took thei 

advice relative to the lawfulneſs and juſtice of putting 

him to death. 'They gave it as their opinion, that he 

ought to be put to desth. The commiſſioners final) 

ä reſolved, „That as it was evident that Uncas could not 
tom a be ſafe, while Miantonimoh lived; but that, either by 
the com Tecret treachery or open force, his life would be contin- 
miſſioners ually in danger, he might juſtly put ſuch a falſe and 
ig +a blood-thirſty enemy to death.” They determined Ur 
8 cas ſhould not do it in any of the Engliſh plantations 
but in his own juriſdiction. At the ſame time the) 

adviſed, that no torture or cruelty, but all mercy and 
moderation be exerciſed in the manner of his execution. 

THE commiſhoners alſo determined, that if the Nar- 

raganſets, or any other Indians, ſhould unjuſtly aſſaul 

Uncas, on the account of the execution of Miantom- 


* The commiſſioners for Plimouth are not upon record this 
year. It is probable, that they did not arrive until after the 
tommiſſioners had formed. 
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t mch, the Engliſh ſhould, upon his deſire, aſſiſt him Book I. 
) Z againſt ſuch violence.“ ; — 
e GSGovrxxox Winthrop writes, „It was clearly diſcov- 1643. 
„etred to us, that there was a general conſpiracy among 

l the Indians, to cut off all the Engliſh 3 and that Mian- 

. *X tonimoh was the head and contriver of it: That he 

$ © was of a turbulent and proud ſpirit and would never be 

at reſt: and that he had killed the Pequot contrary to 

$ © his promiſe. T 

e Tux commiſſioners had received intimations, that the 

0 Narraganſets had it in contemplation to capture one or 


more of them, with a view to the redemption of Mian- 
tonimoh. Their determination, reſpecting his execu- 

tion, was therefore kept as a profound ſecret until after 

£7 . > 

the return of the commiſſioners of Connecticut and 
New-Haven, leſt it ſhould inflame and engage them, in 
earneſt, to make the attempt. 

© PxrEviousLyY to the meeting of the commiſſioners, the july 20, 
Dutch governor had written a letter to Governor Win- the Dutch 
=throp, containing high congratulations on the union of te to 
© the colonies, and at the ſame time making grievous com- Winthro 

. . . P 
plaints of Connecticut and New-Haven, as having com- 

mitted unſufferable injuries againſt the Dutch, and as 

having given miſinformation reſpecting them to their 

agent in Europe. He deſired a categorical anſwer from 
Governor Winthrop, whether he would aid or deſert '4 
them, that he might know who were his friends, and | | | 
vho were his enemies, The governor, after conſulting 

with ſome few of his council, who were at hand, wrote | 
Zan anſwer in part, to the Dutch governor, reſerving to Go. 114 
* himſelf one more full, at the ſeſſion of the general court. S 
He repreſented his ſorrow for the differences which had reply. 
Z ariſen between the Dutch and his brethren at Hartford, | 
ſuggeſting that they might be ſettled by arbitrators, | 
either in England, Holland, or America. He obſerved, | il 
that by the articles of confederation, each colony was 
> obliged to ſeek the ſafety and welfare of the other colo- f 
nies, no leſs than its own. He hoped however, that + if 
this would not interrupt the friendſhip, which had ſub- 
ſiſted between them and the Dutch. The governor 
# obſerved, that the controverſy at Hartford was for a 
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* Records of the United colonies. 
7 Winthrop's Journal p. 305, 306. 
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Book I. ſmall piece of land only, which, in ſo vaſt a continent 

WW as this, was of too little value to make a breach between 

1643. proteſtants ſo related in profeſſion and religion, as the 
Dutch and Engliſh were. He therefore earneſtly def. 
red, that each party would carefully avoid all injurie;, 
until the differences between them ſhould be amica\] 
accommodated, by an impartial hearing and adjudica. 
tion, either in Europe or America. 

Ft Tux affair was now brought before the commiſſion. 
1 ers. Governor Eaton and Mr. Gregſon complained of 
duat of the outrages which the Dutch had committed againſ 
the Dutch the perſons and property of the Engliſh, within the lim. 
is laid be- its of New-Haven, at Delaware, and in other places 
2 and made proof of the injuries of which they complain. 

„ cd. The conduct of the Dutch towards Connecticut 


ſioncrs. 
was alſo laid before the commiſſioners, by Governn 
Hopkins and Mr. Fenwick. 
Urox which the preſident was directed to write; 
They de- 


mand fat. letter, in the name of the commiſſioners, to the Dutc| 

isſaction. governor, ſtating the particular injuries which the Dutd 
had done the Engliſh colomies, and to demand fatisfac. 
tion. It was alſo directed, that, as Governor Wintliq 
had in part anſwered the Dutch governor's letter re! 
pecting Connecticut, he would now, in further anfwer 
to it, particularize the injuries done both to ConneCticut 
and New-Haven, and demand an anſwer. He was all 
authorized to aſſure the Dutch, that as they would nd! 
wrong others, ſo neither would they deſert their cos. 
federates in a juſt cauſe.* 

Tux Indians at this period were beginning to acquit 
the uſe of fire arms. The French, Dutch and others 
for the ſake of gain, were vending them arms and an 
munition. The Indians were in ſuch a tumultuous ani 
hoſtile ſtate as had the appearance of a general war. The 
cormiſhoners therefore gave orders, that the militia, i 
the ſeveral colonies, ſhould be frequently trained, ant 
completely furniſhed with arms and ammunition. All tht 
companies were to be muſtered and reviewed four times 
ina year. It was ordered, that all the towns ſhould prepare 
magazines, in proportion to the number of their militi2 

Tre commiſſioners, having given the neceſſar direc- 
tions for the execution of Miantonimoh, and for the gel. 


—_ 


+ Winthrop?s Journal p. 303, 304, 395. 
Records of the United Colonies, 
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eral ſafety of the country, diſperſed and returned to 
their reſpective colonies. 

IMMEDIATELY upon the return of the commiſſion- 
ers of Connecticut and New-Haven, Uncas, with a com- 
petent number of his moſt truſty men, was ordered to 
repair forthwith to Hartford. He was made acquainted 
with the determination of the commiſhoners, and receiv- 
ing his priſoner, marched with him, to the ſpot where 
he had been taken. At the inſtant they arrived on the 
ground, one of Uncas's men, who marched behind Mi- 
antonimoh, ſplit his head with a hatchet, killing him at 


£ ſingle ſtroke. He was probably unacquainted with 


his fate, and knew not by what means he fell. Uncas 


z cut out 2 large piece of his ſhoulder and ate it in ſavage 
triumph. He ſaid, „It was the ſweeteſt meat he ever 


ate, it made his heart ſtrong.” 
Tre Moheagans, by the order of Uncas, buried him 


at the place of his execution, and erected a great heap, 


or pillar upon his grave. This memorable event gave 
the place the name of Sachem's Plain“. Two Engliſh- 


men were ſent with Uncas, to witneſs that the execy- 
tion was done, and to prevent all torture and cruelty in 
the manner of its performance. Connecticut and New - 


Haven, agreeably to the direction of the commiſſioners, 


f | Tent a party of ſoldiers to Moheagan, to defend Uncas 


againſt any aſſault which might be made upon him, by 


the Narraganſets, in conſequence of the execution of 


their ſachem. 

GovERNOR Winthrop at the ſame time, according to 
the orders which he had received from the commiſſion - 
ers, diſpatched meſſengers to Canonicus, the Narragan- 


ſet ſachem, and the Narraganſet Indians, to certify 


them, that the Engliſh had noticed their perſidy in vio- 
lating the league between them and the Engliſh, from 
time to time, notwithſtanding the Engliſh had treated 


them with love and integrity. They aſſured them, that 
they had diſcovered their miſchievous plots, in joining 


ö 


with Miantonimoh, in purchaſing aid of the Indians, 
and by gifts, threats and allurements, exciting them to 
a confederacy to root out the whole body of the Eng- 


liſh. They repreſented to them their treachery in wa- 


* Manuſcript of Mr. Hide, This plain is in the caſlern part 
of the town of Norwich, 
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Boox I. ging war with Uncas, contrary to their expreſs cov. 
Wa nant with him, and with the Engliſh. They juſtified the 
1643. execution of Miantonimoh, by Uncas, as he was his 
lawful captive, and as he had practiſed treachery and 
murder againſt him and his ſubjects. They in ſiſted that 
it was both juſt and agreeable to the practice of the In- 
dians in ſimilar caſes. It was declared to be neceſſa 
for the ſafety of Uncas, the peace of the country, and 
even of the Narraganſets themſelves. While they firm. 
ly and fully repreſented theſe facts to them, they, in the 
name of the United colonies, tendered them peace and 
ſafety. They aſſured them, that they would defend 
Uncas and all their allies, whether Engliſh or Indians, 
in their juſt rights: That if they deſired peace, they 
would exerciſe equal care and friendſhip towards them. 

Tux commiſſioners gave orders, that Connecticut 
ſhould provide for the defence of Uncas againſt any al. 
ſault or fury of the Narraganſets, or any other Indians, 

Uro the general election, at New-Haven, in Ocdo- 
ber, Governor Eaton and Mr. Stephen Goodyear were 
re- elected governor and deputy-governor. Mr. William 
Fowler and Mr. Edward Tapp were elected magiſtrates 
for Milford, and Thurſton Rayner for Stamford. This 
year, for the firſt time, the general court, at New-Ha- 
ven, are diſtinctly recorded and diſtinguiſhed by the 
names of governor, deputy-governor, magiſtrates and 
deputies. 

IT appears, that the plantation at Yennycock, had not 
fully attended to the fundamental article of admitting 
none to be free burgeſſes, but members of the church. 
| It was therefore, at this general court, decreed, “ That 
Progreſs © none ſhould be admitted free burgeſſes in any of the 
of law „ plantations, but ſuch as were members of ſome ap- 
8 « proved church in New-England : That ſuch only 
| . & ſhould have any vote in elections; and that no power 

Haven, © for ordering any civil affairs ſhould be put into the 
cc hands of any but ſuch.” 

IT was enacted, that each town, in the juriſdiction, 

Planta. ſhould chooſe their own judges, in ordinary caſes. 

tion They were authorized to judge in civil caſes, not ex- 

courts. ceeding twenty ſhillings, and in criminal caſes, in which 

the puniſhment did not exceed ſetting the delinquent 


— .; — 


Election 
at New- 
Haven, 

Oct. 26. 


* Records of the United Colonies. 
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to their advice. From theſe courts there was liberty of 


& tations, ſhould vote in the choice of governors, magiſ- of free- 


April and October. This court was authorized to re- 


Vas obliged, on penalty of a fine, to give his attendance. 

Four magiſtrates conſtituted a quorum. All judgments 
of the court were to be determined by a major vote. 
| All trials were decided by the bench. It does not ap- 


& pear that juries were ever uſed in the colony of New- 
= Haven. 


from each town. In the laſt of theſe general courts a 


urer and marſhal, or high ſheriff, were to be annually 


F emergencies and whenever it might be neceſſary. All 


$ tain the purity of religion, and to ſuppreſs all irreligion, for the pu. 
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in the ſtocks, whipping him, or fining not exceeding Book I, 
five pounds. If there were a magiſtrate, or magiſtrates WW 
in the towns, in which theſe town courts were holden, 1643. 
then the magiſtrate, or magiſtrates were to fit in the 

court, and judgment was to be given with a due reſpect 


appeal to the court of magiſtrates. | 
Ir was granted, that all the free burgeſſes, in the plan- Privileges 


trates, ſecretary and treaſurer. It was alſo granted, that Men- 
each town ſhould have a magiſtrate, if they deſired it, 
choſen from among their own free burgeſſes. 

Ar this general court a court of magiſtrates was ap- Court of 
pointed, conſiſting of all the magiſtrates in the juriſdic- ac ITY 
tion. They were to meet twice annually at New-Ha- ho 


= * ſtituted. 
ven, on the Mondays preceding the general courts in 


ceive appeals from the plantation courts, and to try all 
important cauſes, civil and criminal. Every magiſtrate 


THE court enacted, that there ſhould be two general Ad ref. 
courts for this colony, to meet, at New-Haven, on the pecting 
firſt Wedneſday in April and the laſt in October annu- the gene- 
ally. It was decreed, that the general court ſhould con- ral courts. 
fiſt of a deputy governor, magiſtrates, and two deputies 


governor, deputy governor, magiſtrates, ſecretary, treaſ- 


choſen. The governor, or in his abſence, the deputy 
governor had power to call a general court upon preſſing 


the members were obliged to attend, upon penalty of 

twenty ſhillings fine, in caſe of default. It was ordain- 

ed, that in this court ſhould ſubſiſt the ſupreme power of 

the commonwealth. General 
IT was particularly ordained, that the general court court to 

ſhould, with all care and diligence, endeavour to main- Provide 


rity of re, 
ligion, 
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according to the beſt light they could obtain from the 
divine oracles, and by the advice of the elders and 
churches in the juriſdiction, fo far as it might concern 
the civil power.“ In 

Tu Dutch were this year exceedingly haraſſed and 
diſtrefſed by the Indians, and made application to Goy. 
ernor Eaton and the general court, ſohciting that a hund. 
red men might be raiſed in the plantations, for their aſ- 
ſiſtance againſt ſuch barbarous enemies. 

THE war between the Dutch and Indians began in 
this manner. A drunken Indian, in his intoxication, 
killed a Dutchman. The Dutch demanded the mur. 
derer, but he was not to be found. They then made 
application to their governor to avenge the murder. He, 
judging..it would be unjuſt or unfate, conſidering the 
numbersof the Indians, and the weak and ſcattered ſtate 
of the Dutch ſettlements, neglected to comply with 
their repeated ſolicitations. In the mean time the Mo- 
hawks, as the report was, excited by the Dutch, fell ſud. 
denly on the Indians, in the vicinity of the Dutch ſet- 
tlements, and killed nearly thirty of them. Others fled 
to the Dutch for protection. One Marine, a Dutch 
captain, getting intelligence of their ſtate, made applica- 
tion to the Dutch governor, and obtained a commiſhon 
to kill as many of them, as it ſhould be in his power, 
Collecting a company of armed men, he fell ſuddenly 
upon the Indians, while they were unapprehenſive of 
danger, and made a promiſcuous {laughter of men, wo- 
men and children, to the number of ſeventy or eighty. 
This inſtantly rouſed the Indians, in that part of the 
country, to a furious, obſtinate and bloody war. 11 
the ſpring, and beginning of the ſummer, they burnt the 
Dutch out-houſes; and driving their cattle into their 
barns, they burned the barns and cattle together. They 
killed twenty or more of the Dutch people and preſſed 
ſo hard upon them, that they were obliged to take refuge 
in their fort, and to ſeek help of the Engliſh. The In- 
dians upon Long- Iſland united in the war with thoſe on 
the main, and burned the Dutch houſes and barns- 


Cray. VII. 


The Dutch governor in this ſituation, invited Captain 


Underhill from Stamford to aſſiſt him in the war. Mz 
rine, the Dutch captain, was ſo exaſperated with this 


* Records of New-Haren, Folio Vol. I. p 73, 74, 75» 


- —_ 4 on uit 4 27 8 q 
a; at RS = "vt £ ng 1 


- 
G fra AS. vat 
** —— K 
Pw * 3 a 


Men" 
N 3 $A 


+, $4 ta 


Car. VII. OF CONNECTIC UT. 


eeding that he preſented his piſtol at the governor, Book I. 
and would have ſhot him, but was prevented by one who CY 
# ſtood by him. Upon this one of Marine's tenants diſ- 1643. 
charged his muſket at the governor, and the ball but juſt 


miſſed him. The governor's ſentinel ſhot the tenant 
and killed him on the ſpot. The Dutch, who at firſt 


* were ſo forward for a war with the Indians, were now, 
= when they experienced the loſs and dangers of it, fo ir- 
Titated at the governor, for the orders which he had 


given, that he could not truſt himſelf among them. He 
was obliged to keep a conſtant guard of fifty Engliſhmen. 
about his perſon. In the-ſummer and fall the Indians 


| ; | killed fifteen more of the Dutch people, and drove in all 


the inhabitants of the Engliſh and Dutch ſettlements, 
weſt of Stamford. 

Ix proſecution of their works of deſtruction, they 
made a viſit to the neighbourhood where Mrs. Hutchin- 
ſon, who had been ſo famous, at Boſton, for her Anti- 
nomian and familiſtical tenets, had made a ſettlement. 


The Indians, at firſt, appeared with the ſame friendſhip 
S with which they uſed to frequent her houſe ; but the 

& murdered her and all her family, Mr. Collins, her fon 
in law, and ſeveral other perſons, belonging to other 


families in the neighbourhood. Eighteen perſons were 


killed in the whole. The Indians, with an implacable 
fury, proſecuted the deſtruction of the Dutch, and of 
their property, in all that part of the country. They 
& killed and burned their cattle, horſes and barns without 
F reſiſtance. Having deſtroyed the ſettlements in the 
country, they paſſed over to the Dutch plantations on 
3 905 Page doing all the miſchief of which they were 
capabl 
their fort, and were obliged to kill and eat their cattle, 
for their ſubſiſtence. Their caſe was truly diſtreſſing.“ 
It demanded ſuccour as far as it could have been con- 
ſiſtently given. 


e. The Dutch, who eſcaped, were confined to 


GovERNoR Eaton and the general court, having ma- 


turely conſidered the purport of the Dutch governor's 
letter, rejected the propoſal for raiſing men and aſſiſting 

in the war againſt the Indians. Their principal reaſons 
were, that joining ſeparately in war, was prohibited by 


* Winthrop's Journal, page 272, 273 and 308. 
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Book I. the articles of confederation z and that they were not 
HA ſatisfied that the Dutch war with the Indians was juſt, 


1643. 


NEVERTHELESS it was determined, that if the Dutch 
needed corn and provifions for men or cattle, by reaſon 
of the deſtruction which the Indians had made, the 
court would give them all the aſſiſtance in its power. 

Tux war continued ſeveral years, and was bloody and 


deſtruQive both to the Dutch and Indians. Captain 


Underhill had the principal management of it, and was 
of great ſervice to the Dutch. He collected a flying ar. 
my of a hundred and twenty, and ſometimes of a hun. 
dred and fifty men, Engliſh and Dutch, by which he 
preſerved the Dutch ſettlements from total deſtruction, 
It was ſuppoſed, that, upon Long-Ifland and on the main, 
he killed between four and five hundred Indians. 

Tut Indians at Stamford too much caught the ſpirit 
of the weſtern Indians in their vicinity, who were at war 
with the Dutch. They appeared fo tumultuous and 
hoſtile, that the people at Stamford were in great fear, 
that they ſhould ſoon ſhare the fate of the ſettlements at 
the weſtward of them. They wrote to the general court 
at New-Haven, that in their apprehenſions there were 
juſt grounds of a war with thoſe Indians, and that if 
their houſes ſhould be burned, becauſe the other planta- 
tions would not conſent to war, they ought to bear the 
damage. 

Tre Narraganſet Indians were enraged at the death 
of their ſachem. 'The Engliſh were univerſally armed. 
The ſtricteſt watch and guard was kept in all the plan- 
tations. In Connecticut, every family, in which there 
was a man capable of bearing arms, was obliged to ſend 
one complete in arms, every Lord's-day, to defend the 
places of public worſhip. Indeed all places wore the 25 
pect of a general war. 


+ Records of New-Haven. 
7 Dr. Belknap's Hiſt. vol. I. p. 50. 
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CHAPTER UI. Book I. 

; — 

| PUBLIC faſls oppointed. Indians continue hoſlile, and com- 1644. 
mit murder. Adi of the commiſſioners reſpecting them. 

Branford ſettled. Towns in Connecticut. Meſſage of 

the commiſſioners to the Narraganſets. Their agree- 

ment reſpecting Uncas. Long-Ifland Indians taken un- 

der the protection of the United Colomes. Maſſachuſetts 

claim part of the Pequot country and Waranoke. Deter- 

= mination of the commiſſioners reſpecting ſaid claim. A- 

gireement with Mr. Fenwick relative to Saybrook fort and ll 

the adjacent country. Fortifications advanced. Extra- 1 

ordinary meeting of the commiſſioners to ſuppreſs the out- | 

* rages of the Narraganſets. War proclaimed and troops 


ſent againſt them. They treat and prevent war. Fair- 4 


0 Feld object to a jury of fix. Controverſy with the Dutch. (þ 
r 435 Toons * 29k the life of Governor Hopkins and | ö 
a = other principal gentlemen at Hartford. Damages at = 
b * Windſor. Battle between the Dutch and Indians. q 
it k Loſſes of Neu- Haven. Diſpute with Maſſachuſetts rel- a 
nc etve to the impoſt at Saybrook. Mr. Winthrop's claim | 
re = of the Nehantick country. Settlement of accounts be- 1 
if = F#<veen the colonies. | 
a. 1 
be HE affairs both of Old and New-England, wore Public p 
ſo gloomy an aſpect, at this time, that the pious faſting ap- 1 
t People, in the colonies, judged extraordinary faſting and pointed. = 
d. Prayer to be their indiſpenſible duty. The flames of 1 


wil diſcord were kindled in England, and the tumultu- 


ere pus and hoſtile ſtate of the natives, in the United Colo- 
nd nies, threatened them with a bloody and mercileſs In- 
the dian war. The general court of Connecticut therefore 


gordained a monthly faſt, through the colony, to begin 
on Wedneſday the 6th of January. New-Haven had 
pefore appointed a faſt, at the ſame time, in all the plan- 
tations in that juriſdiction. Indeed this was practiſed, 
throughout the United Colonies, during the civil wars 
gn England. The coloniſts ſympathized with their 
pbrethren, in their native country, and conformed to them 
in their days of humiliation and prayer. 
E Thx freemen of Connecticut and New-Haven exhib- Freemen 
ted a remarkable example of ſteadineſs in the election Ready. 
of civil officers. Nearly the ſame perſons were choſen 
ke annually into places of principal truſt as long as they 


LY 
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Book I. lived. This year Edward Hopkins, Eſquire, was choſe, 
V governorg and John Haynes, Eſquire, deputy governgr 
1644 Ihe other magiſtrates were the ſame as they had hee; 
the laſt year, except Mr. William Swain, who was cho. 
ſen into the magiſtracy. Mr. Haynes and Mr. Hopkin; 
were generally elected, alternately governor and depuy 
governor, during their reſpective lives. The reaſon d 
this annual change of them, from governor to depy: 
governor, was becauſe the conſtitution prohibited th 
choice of any man governor, more than once in ty; 
years. 
AT New-Haven, Governor Eaton was annually eleg. 
ed to the office of governor during his life; and M. 
Stephen Goodyear was generally choſen deputy go. 
Ernor. ' 
Tux Indians were no more peaceable this year, than 
they were the laſt. Thoſe in the weſtern part of Con 
The Tn. necticut ſtill conducted themſelves in a hoſtile mann: 
dians com- In the ſpring they murdered a man belonging to Maſ: 
mit mur- chuſetts, between Fairfield and Stamford. About fr 
der. or eight weeks after the murder was diſcovered, the li 
dians promiſed to deliver the murderer, at Uncovg, 
if Mr. Ludlow would appoint men to receive him. M. 
Ludlow ſent ten men for that purpoſe ; but as ſoon 
the Indians came within ſight of the town, they, b 
general conſent, unbound the priſoner and ſuffered hin 
to eſcape. The Engliſh were ſo exaſperated at this it- 
ſult, that they immediately ſeized on eight or ten 
the Indians, and committed them to priſon. Then 
was among them not leſs than one or two fachems 
May 10. Upon this the Indians aroſe in great numbers about ti 
town, and exceedingly alarmed the people, both at Fat- 
field and Stamford. Mr. Ludlow wrote to New-Havel 
for advice. The court defired him to keep the Indian 
in durance, and aſſured him of immediate afhitancy 
ſhould it be neceflary and defired. A party of twen 
men were draughtcd forthwith, and prepared to mard 
to Stamford upon the ſhorteſt notice. The Indian 
were held in cuſtody until four ſachems, in thoſe part 
appeared and interceded for them, promiſing, that if tit 
| Engliſh would releaſe them, they would, within! 
month, deliver the murderer to juſtice. | 
Nor more than a month after their releaſe, an Indian 
went boldly into the town of Stamford, and made 3 


» - 
py 1 
= C * * 
DD — oRRRR5 s 


0a 2 & \d , = La Ae Km A «4 * * ; 9 | I Ti WE 1 * 
1 19 — ond. - a ia I» % AAA ĩ7%½;]˙ . Ü˙*˙ TEES 


Cray. VIII. OF CONNECTICUT. 143 


& murderous aſſault upon a woman in her houſe. Find- Boox * 
ing no man at home, he took up a lathing hammer, and 
approached her as though he were about to put it into 2 * 
her hand; but, as ſhe was ſtooping down to take her „ounded 
child from the cradle, he ſtruck her upon the head. at Stam- 
che fell inſtantly with the blow; he then ſtruck her ford in 
Sewice with the ſharp part of the hammer, which pene- June. 
trated her ſkull. Suppoſing her to be dead, he plun- 
dered the houſe, and made his eſcape. Soon after the 
woman ſo far recovered as to deſcribe the Indian and 
is manner of dreſs. Her wounds, which at firſt ap- 
yeared to be mortal, were finally healed ; but her brain 
Vas ſo affected that ſhe loſt her reaſon. 
Ar the ſame time the Indians roſe, in thoſe parts, 
Prith the moſt tumultuous and hoſtile appearances. 
WT hey refuſed to come to the Engliſh, or to have any trea- 
Wy with them. They appeared, in a very alarming man- 
Per, about ſeveral of the plantations, firing their pieces 
Ind exceedingly terrifying the inhabitants. They de- 
Ferted their wigwams, and neglected to weed their corn. 
The Engliſh had intelligence that the Indians deſigned 
cut them off. Moſt of the Engliſh judged it unfafe 
© travel by land, and ſome of the plantations were ob- 
Wged to keep a ſtrong guard and watch night and day. 
And as they had not numbers ſufficient to defend them- 
Wlves, they made application to Hartford and New-Ha- 
Wen for aſſiſtance. They both ſent aid to the weaker 
Warts of their reſpective colonies. New-Haven ſent 
Welp to Fairfield and Stamford, as they were much near- 
Er to them, than to Connecticut. | 
# AFTER a great deal of alarm and trouble the Indian 8 
Pho had attempted the murder of the the woman was urg x 
gelivered up and condemned to death. He was execu- 
ed at New-Haven. The executioner cut off his head 
With a falchion : but it was cruelly done. He gave the 
Indian eight blows before he effected the execution. 
The Indian ſat erect and motionleſs until his head was 
ſevered from his body.“ 
Born the colonies of Connecticut and New-Haven 
Niere put to great expenſe, this year, in defending them- 
ſelves, and they were obliged to bear the whole charge, 
as the meaſures adopted for their defence, were taken 


Records of the Colonies, and Winthrop's Journal, p. 352. 
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Book I. by the order of their reſpective legiſlatures, and not hy 

Wa the direction of the commiſſioners. 

1644. Tu unhappy diviſions which continued at Wethetz. 
field, occaſioned another ſettlement under the juriſdic. 
tion of New-Haven. As Mr. Eaton, to whom 'Totoke 

had been granted in 1640, had not performed the con. 
ditions of the grant, New-Haven, for the accommodz, 
tion of a number of people at Wethersfield, made a (zl 
of it to Mr. William Swain and others of that town, 
They ſold it at the price which it coſt them, ſtipulatiqg 

with Mr. Swain and his company, that they ſhould unite 
with that colony in all the fundamental articles of go. 
ernment. The ſettlement of the town immediate 
commenced. At the ſame time Mr. Abraham Pierſon, 
with a part of his church and congregation, fron 
Southampton, on Long-lfland, removed and unite 
with the people of Wethersfield in the ſettlement of the 
town. A regular church was foon formed, and I.. 
Pierſon was choſen paſtor. The town was namel 
Branford, Mr. Swain was the principal planter, andz 
few years after, was choſen one of the magiſtrates of the 
colony of New-Haven, as he had previouſly been ot tie 
colony of Connecticut. 

Tur meeting of the commiſſioners, this year, wast 
Hartford, Mr. Simon Bradſtreet and Mr. Willan 
Hawthorne were commiſhoners from the Maſſachuſetts, 
Mr. Edward Winſlow and Mr. William Brown from 
Plimouth, Governor Hopkins and Mr. George Fenwi 

1 for Connecticut, and Governor Eaton and Mr. Thoms 

iS | | Gregſon from New-Haven. 

No ſooner was the meeting opened than a propoſal 

1 Commiſ- was made by the commiſſioners from Maſſachuſetts, d. 

'l 2 of rected by their general court, that the commilſliones 

aſſachu- 1 
ſerts claim from that colony ſhould always have preference to tie 

prece= commiſſioners of the other colonies, and be allowed t 

gence. ſubſecribe firſt, in the ſame order in which the articl 

| of confederation had been ſigned. 

Uron conſideration of the propoſal, the commiſſor 

1 ers were unanimouſly of the opinion, that no ſuch thil 

1 had either been propoſed, granted or practiſed, by tie 

| i! commiſſioners of the other juriſdictions, in any of thel 

| 


Sept. 5. 


2 2. STIR 
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former meetings, though the articles had been ſubſcr- 
bed in the preſence of the general court of the Naſſa- 
chuſctts, They reſolved, that the commiſſion was fre 
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ana might not receive any thing, but what was expreſſ- Book I. 
ed by the articles of confederation, as impoſed by any Lv 

general court. Nevertheleſs, they determined, that, on 1644. 
account of their reſpect to the Maſſachuſetts, they will- 
ingly granted, that their commiſſioners in that, and in 
all future meetings, ſhould ſubſcribe firſt, after the preſ- 
ident, and the commiſſioners of the other colonies in 
ſuch order as they were named in the articles; viz, \ 
Plimouth, Connecticut and New-Haven. 
Tux Indians were this year almoſt every where trou- 
bleſome z and, in ſome places, in a high ſtate of hoſtili- 
ty. In Virginia they generally roſe and made a moſt 
horrible maſſacre of the Engliſh, and it was imagined, 
chat there was a general combination, among the 
& ſouthern and New-England Indians, to deſtroy all the 
W colonies. The Narraganſet Indians, regardleſs of all 
their covenants with the Engliſh and with Uncas, con- 
tinued in acts of conſtant hoſtility againft the latter, 
and ſo oppreſſed the ſachems and Indians under the pro- 
tection of the Maſſachuſetts, that they were obliged to 
& diſpatch a party of men for their defence, and aſſiſtance 
in fortifying againſt theſe oppreflors. 
Tux commiſſioners immediately ſent Thomas Stan- Meſſage 
ton, their interpreter, and Nathaniel Willet into the from the 
Narraganſet and Moheagan countries, with particular — 
inſtructions to their reſpective ſachems. They were 1 5 ag 
WinſtruQted to acquaint the ſachems, that the commiſ- dians. 
Wlioners were then met, at Hartford, and that, if they 
would appear and lay their reſpective grievances before 
them, they would judge impartially between them: 
That the commiſſioners had heard the report which they 

had ſpread abroad concerning Uncas, that he had taken 
BY a ranſom, in part, for Miantonimoh, and afterwards had 
put him to death; and that he refuſed to return the 

E ranſom. They were directed to aſſure them, that Un- 
eas utterly denied the charge: That nevertheleſs, if they 

would go themſelves, or ſend ſome of their principal 
men to Hartford, the commiſſioners would impartially 
hear this, and all other differences ſubſiſting between 
| them and the Moheagans, and affift them in the ſettle- 


In two days they maſſacred about zoo Virginians; many 
ok them were killed ſo ſuddenly and unexpectedly, that they 
9 knew neither the hand nor weapon by which they fell, 
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ment of an amicable correſpondence between the two | 


nations; and that the parties ſhould have a ſafe paſſage 


to and from Hartford, without any injury from the Eng. | 
liſh. According to their inſtructions, they demande| þ 
of both parties, that they ſhould commit no acts of hof. | 


: 


tility againſt each other in their travels to Hartford, nor 


on their return to their reſpective countries; and that al 


hoſtilities againſt each other's plantations ſhould ceaſe, 
during the hearing and treaty propoſed. 


i made in 1638, was to be urged againſt them, ang 
t 


eir engagements not to go to war with each other un. 
til they had acquainted the Engliſh with their grievan. Þ * 
Directions were given 


ces, and taken their advice. 
that it ſhould be demanded of the party refuſing, wh 


If either of the Þ 
parties ſhould refuſe to go or tend to Hartford, the tres. 


their deſigns were? Whether they were for peace ct 


war? Whether they defigned to perform their treatic 
made with the Englith of Maſſachuſetts and Conneti. 
cut ? Or whether they conſidered them as all broken 


and void? The interpreter was charged fully to ſtate al 


theſe articles to the Indians, and having taken ther] 


anſwers in writing, to read them to the ſachems, tha: 
they might underſtand and acknowledge them to be the 
very an{wers which they had given. 


IN conſequence of this meflage the Narraganſet In | 


dians ſent one of their ſachems, with other chief men, 


to prove their charge againſt Uncas, and to treat wih] 
the Engliſh. They alſo bound themſelves to confi f 


what their deputies ſhould do in their name. Unc 


alſo made his appearance, and the commiſſioners wen 
into a full hearing of all differences between the partie, 
Upon hearing the caſe the commititoners found, th 


there never had been any agreement between the Nar- | 


raganſets and Uncas, for the redemption of Mianton-F 
moh, nor any thing paid, in whole or in part, for his rat-Þ 
Notwithſtanding they declared, that if the Na- 


ſom. 


raganſets ſhould hereafter be able to prove what they] 


had alledged againſt Uncas, that they would order] 


him to make full ſatisfaction. They alſo reſolve, 
that neither the Narraganſets nor Nehanticks ſhouli 
make any war or aſſault upon Uncas, or any of his men, 


until they ſhould make proof of the pretended ranfon, | 
and that Uncas had refuſed to make them ſatisfaction FR 
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Tux Narraganſet ſachem and his counſellors, upon Book I. 
conſultation together, ſtipulated,” in behalf of the Naar 


raganſet and Nehantick Indians, that no hoſtility ſhould 7 644+ 
be committed againſt Uncas, or any of his Indians, un- Agree- 
til after the next year's time of planting corn. 


They al- ment of 
the Nar- 


ſo covenanted, that before they began war, they would raganſcts, 


1 give thirty days notice, either to the governor of Maſſa- 
chuſetts or Connecticut. Thus, for the preſent, by the 


Bvigorous and prudent exertions of the colonies and their 


commiſſioners, an Indian war was prevented. 


2 Yonccns, Wiantanſe, Moughmatow and Weenaga- The 
ninim, ſachems of Monhauſet and its vicinity, on Long- Long Iſl- 
q Alland, with their companies, appeared before the com- 


and In. 

dians ta- 
ken under 
protec- 
tion of 


niſſioners, and repreſented, that they and the Long- 
Aland Indians had been tributaries to the Engliſh ever 
Fnce the Pequot war, and that they had never injured the 


Engliſh nor the Dutch, but had been friendly to both. the colo- 
They therefore deſired a certificate of their relation to Mes. 
the Engliſh, and to be taken under the protection of the 


United colonies. Upon this repreſentation, the com- 
miſſioners gave them a certificate, and declared, that it 
was their deſire, while they continued peaceable, and did 
Mot intermeddle with the quarrels of other Indians, they 


and their companies might enjoy ample peace, without 
any diſturbance from the Engliſh or any in connexion 


friendſhip with them. 


Fo Ix this meeting, the commiſſioners of Maſſachuſetts Maſſachu- 
id claim to part of the Pequot country, on the foot- ſetts 


Ing of joint conqueſt. They deſired, that a diviſion of claims 
Me country might be made, or ſome way preſcribed, by i 22 
which the affair might be compromiſed. — 
Mx. FENwick, in behalf of himſelf and the noble- ; 
men and gentlemen in England, particularly intereſted 

the lands in queſtion, pleaded that nothing, in their 
mbſence, might be determined againſt their title. He 
Wſiſted, that Pequot harbour, and the lands in the ad- 

cent country, were of great conſequence to the gen- 

emen intereſted in the Connecticut patent. He ſaid 

ey had a ſpecial reſpeCt to them, in their conſultations, 

Pelative to a plantation in theſe parts. 

© Tre commiſſioners judged, that a convenient time Determi- 
ught to be given to thoſe noble perſonages to plead nation of 


* eir right, and that all patents, of equal authority, ought 1 


* 
4 


* | ers. 
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Book I. to have the ſame conſtruction, both with reference to 
Wa propriety and juriſdiction. a 

Tur commiſſioners of Maſſachuſetts alſo made claim 
e to Waranoke, now Weſtſield, as lying within the limits 
Mr. Fenwick, at the ſame time, claim. 


1644. 


Claim o 
Maſfachu- of their patent. 


ſetts to ed it as covered by the patent of Connecticut. However, 
Wara- as it appeared to the commiſſioners that Mr. Fenwick 
noke. had promiſed, before this meeting, either to clear hi; 
title to Waranoke, or ſubmit to the government of Maſ. 
ſachuſetts, they determined, that Waranoke with Mr, 
Hopkins's trading houſe, and the other houſes and lands 

jn that plantation, ſhould be under the juriſdiction of 
Maſlachuſetts, until it ſhould be made evident to which 

colony they belonged ; but that the propriety of the land 

ſhould belong to the purchaſers, provided it ſhould not 

exceed two thouſand acres. | 

Contribu- Tx reverend Mr. Shepard wrote to the commiſſion- 
rafts ers, repreſenting the neceſſity of further aſſiſtance for 
Cam- the ſupport of ſcholars at Cambridge, whoſe parent 
bridge. were needy, and deſired them to encourage a general 


contribution through the colonies. The commithoner 
approved the motion; and, for the encouragement of 
literature, recommended it to the general courts in the 
reſpective colonies, to take it into their conſideration, 
and to give it general encouragement. The general 
courts adopted the recommendation, and contributions 
of grain and proviſions were annually made, through 
the United colonies, for the charitable end propoſed. 
Arx this meeting a plan was concerted, by the com- 
miſſioners, for a general trade with the Indians, bys 
joint ſtock. It was propoſed to begin the trade with: 
{tock of five or ſix thouſand pounds, and to increaſe i 
to twenty thouſand or more. It was deſigned, that 
each general court ſhould approve and eſtabliſh the trade, 
with peculiar privileges, for the term of twenty yeats- 
But it was never adopted. It ſeems it did not comport 
with the views of the general court of Maſſachuſetts; 
and this, notwithſtanding the confederation, rendered 
all the determinations of the commiſſioners void, which 
were not agreeable to their views and intereſts. 
As the Indians were numerous, and began to learn 
the uſe of fire arms, all trading with them, in any of the 
United Colonies, in guns, ammunition, ſwords, or any 
warlike inſtruments, directly or indirectly, was prohibi- 
ted, upon the penalty of a fine of twenty times the value 
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of the articles thus unlawfully fold. It was alſo recom- Book I. 
mended to the ſeveral courts to prohibit all vending of Cw 
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arms and ammunition to the French or Dutch; becauſe 144. 


they immediately diſpoſed of them to the Indians. Ex- 
ery ſmith was forbidden to mend a gun or any warhke 
inſtrument for an Indian, upon a ſevere penalty.+ 
SouTn-HAamMPToON on Long- Iſland was, by the advice 
of the commiſſioners, taken under the juriſdiction of 
Connecticut. This town was ſettled in 1649. The 
inhabitants of Lynn, in Maſſachuſetts, became ſo ſtrait- 
ned at home, that, about the year 1639, they contract- 
ed, with the agent of Lord Sterling, for a tract of land 
on the weſt end of Long-lſland. They alſo made a 
treaty with the Indians, and began a ſettlement, but the 


> Dutch gave them ſo much trouble, that they were ob- 
liged to deſert it and remove further eaſtward. They 
collected nearly a hundred families and made a perma- 
nent ſettlement at South-Hampton. By the advice of 
the general court of Maſſachuſetts they entered into a 
combination, among themſelves, to maintain civil 


government. -A number of them regularly formed 


* themſelves into church ſtate, before they removed to 
the ifland, and called Mr. Abraham Pierſon to be their 


paſtor. He had been a miniſter in Yorkſhire in Eng- 


| | land. Upon his arrival in New-England he became a 
member of the church at Boſton, whence he was called 
to the work of the miniſtry at South-Hampton.j This 


| year he removed with part of his church to Branford. 


it ſeems that they were not pleaſed that the town had 
put itſelf under the juriſdiction of Connecticut. 


Tuis year a committee, conſiſting of the govern- General 


« ARTICLES of agreement made and concluded be. 


> © twixt George Fenwick, Eſquire, of Saybrook fort, 


+ Records of the United Colonies. 
T Magnalia B. III. p. 9g, 


or, deputy governor and ſeveral other gentlemen, were court in 
appointed, by the general court of Connecticut, to treat Aptil. 
© with George Fenwick, Eſquire, relative to the purchaſe 
of Saybrook fort, and of all guns, buildings and lands 
in the colony, which he, and the lords and gentlemen 
intereſted in the patent of Connecticut, might claim. 
The next December they came to an agreement with 
Mr. Fenwick to the following effect. | 
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Book I. „ onthe one part, and Edward Hopkins, John Hayne, 
john Maſon, John Steele and James Booſy, for and on . 
1644. c the behalf of the juriſdiction of Connecticut river, on 
1 the other part, the 5th of December 1644.” Ss _ 
ment vih © THe ſaid George Fenwick, Eſquire, doth make $ c 
George © over to the uſe and behoof of the juriſdiction of Con- FT 
Fenwick « necticut river, to be enjoyed by them forever, the for 


** 15 « at Saybrook, with the appurtenances :—All the land C 
« upon the river Connecticut; and ſuch lands as are w 
cc yet undiſpoſed of ſhall be ordered and given out by pe 


6 committee of five, whereof George Fenwick, Eſquire, 
« is always to be one. The ſaid George Fenwick doth 
« alſo promiſe, that all the lands from Narraganſe 
« river to the fort of Saybrook, mentioned in a patent 
« granted by the Earl of Warwick, to certain noble; 
« and gentlemen, ſhall fall in under the juriſdiction d 
« ConneCticut, if it come into his power.” * 


* Abont this time died George Wyllys, Eſquire, the venen. 
ble anceſtor of the Wyliyfes in Connecticut. He was poſſeſſee 
of a fair eſtate, at Knapton in the county of Warwick, wort: 
£500 a year. In 1636, he ſent over William Gibbons, the fler. 
ard of his houſe, with twenty men, to prepare him a ſcat 2 
Hartford. They purchafed, and took poſſeſſion of a fine trad 
of land, erected buildings and planted a garden upon that pleal 
ant plat, which has ever ſince been the principal ſeat of the fin 
ily. In 1638, ke came over with his houſehold ; and, at th 
election in 1639, was choſen into the magiſtracy in which he 
continued, about five years, until his death. In 1641, he va 
choſen deputy governor, and in 1642, governor of the col. ny. 
It appears from the manuſcripts of the family, that both he and 
Mrs. Wyllys were eminently pious, living with all the exact 
of the Puritans of that day. From love to undefiled religion and 
purity in divine ordinances and worſhip they exchanged thet 
pleaſant ſeat and eaſy circumftances in England, for the danger 
and hardſhips of a wilderneſs in America. He left one fon, 
Samuel, about twelve years of age. He was educated at Cam. 
bridge, where he was graduated 1653; and the next year vi 
choſen one of the magiſtrates for Connecticut, at about twenl! 
| two years of age. It appears by his manuſcripts, that he be. 
| came deeply impreſſed with the truths and importance of rel 

gion, at college, under the miniſtry of Mr. Shepard; and tit 

fpirit of his pious parents deſcended upon him. Ie marrie( 
a daughter of Governor Haynes, who appeared equally to bat 

imbibed the ſpirit of her Saviour. In his manuſcripts, be de- 
| ſeribes the excellent examples which their parents hace xhibitec, 
| and the pious pains they employed in their education; teach. 
. ing them, from childhood, to pray always in ſecret, private and 
| public; to venerate the ſabbath and the divine word; and te 
attend all chriſtian inſtitutiens and duties. 


* 
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Ox the part of Connecticut it was ſtipulated, “That Book I. 
the ſaid George Fenwick, Eſquire, ſhould enjoy all the 


* houſing+ belonging to the fort for the ſpace of ten years. 44. 
* —And that a certain duty on corn, biſcuit, beaver and 

5 cattle, which ſhould be exported from the river's mouth, 

* ſhould be paid to him during the ſaid term.“ 


Urox the 4th of February 1645, the general court of The gene- 
Connecticut confirmed this agreement with Mr. Fen- ral court 
| wick, and paſſed an act impoling a duty of two pence rr 
per buſhel upon all grain, fix pence upon every hundred 3 
© weight of biſcuit, and a ſmall duty upon all beaver ex- Mr. Fen- 
ported from the mouth of the river, during the term of wick, Feb. 
ten years, from the firſt day of March enſuing. It was 4» 1645+ 
# alſo enacted, that an entry ſhould be made of all grain 
laden on board any veſſel, of the number of buſhels, 
and of the weight of biſcuit, and that a note of the ſame 
be delivered to Mr. Fenwick, upon the penalty of for- 
feiting the one half of all ſuch grain and biſcuit as 


# ſhould be put on board and not thus certified. The col- 


ony, on the whole, paid Mr. Fenwick { 1,600 ſterling, 


merely for the juriſdiction right, or for the old patent 
1 Connecticut. The general court, the next July, or- July r9tk, 
dered that a tax of two hundred pounds ſhould be levied 
on the plantations in the colony, to defray the charge of 
advancing the fortifications at Saybrook fort. A com- 
mittee was appointed, at the ſame time, to bargain with 
Mr. Griffin for that purpoſe, and to make proviſion for 
the immediate completion of the fortifications in view. 
FA letter was alſo diſpatched, from the court, to Mr, 


Fenwick, deſiring him, if his circumſtances would per- 


mit, to make a voyage to England, to obtain an enlarge- 


ent of the patent, and to promote other intereſts of 
colony. | 


| After bearing teſtimony to the great advantages of ſuch an 
education, and to the comfort v hich they had experienced in the — 
duties, in which they had been educated, he warmly recome 


| 2 * them to his children and their poſterity. 


# The family is ancient, and may be traced back to the reign of 
Edward the IV. more than three centuries. It has well ſup- 


. its dignity to the preſent time. Some of the family have 


deen magiſtrates or ſecretaries of the colony, for more than a 
century and an half. May the defcendants ever inherit its vir- 
tues and henors ! 


I An eld word, meaning the quantity of inhabited buildings, 
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fioners, 


June 28th. 


Meſſen- 
gers, ſent 
to the 
Narra- 
ganſets, 
inſulted. 
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NoTwrTHSTANDING the unwearied pains the com. 
miſſioners of che colonies, and the colonies themſelves, 
had taken to prevent hoſtilities among the Indians, ang 
to preſerve the peace of the country, the perfidious Nar. 
raganſets were continually waging war. Peſſacus and 
the Narraganſet Indians, in violation of all their treaties, 
had repeatedly invaded the Moheagan country and af. 
ſaulted Uncas in his fort. They had killed and taken 
numbers of his men, and ſo prefled him, that both Con. 
necticut and New-Haven were obliged to diſpatch par. 
ties of men to his aſſiſtance, to prevent the enemy fron 
completely conquering him and his country. h 

GovERNoR Winthrop therefore called a ſpecial meet. 
ing of the commiſſioners, at Boſton, on the 28th of June 
1645. Governor Winthrop and Mr. Herbert Pelhan 
were commiſſioners for Maſſachuſetts, Mr. Thomaz 
Prince and Mr. John Brown for Plymouth, Edward 
Hopkins and George Fenwick, Eſquires, for Conneti. 
cut, Governor Eaton and Mr. Stephen Goodyear fir 
New-Haven. 

IMMEDIATELY on the mecting of the commiſſioners 
they diſpatched meſſengers into the Narraganſet and 
Moheagan countries. They were charged to acquaint 
the ſachems and Indians of the reſpeCtive tribes, that i 
they would go to Boſton, the commiſhoners would in- 
partially hear and determine all their differences; and 
that, however the treaty might end, they ſhould be i. 
lowed to go and return in ſafety. The ſachems, at fil, 
ſeemed to give ſome fair ſpeeches ; but finally deter 
mined, that they would neither go nor ſend to Boſton, 
The Narraganſets inſulted and abuſed the meſſenger, 
and uttered haughty and threstening ſpeeches againk 
the Engliſh. One of the ſachems declared, that he 
would kill their cattle and pile them in heaps ; and thut 
an Engliſhman ſhould no ſooner ſtep out at his doors 
than the Indians would kill him. He declared, thit 
whoever began the war he would continue it; and that 
nothing ſhould ſatisfy him but the head of Uncas. On 
the whole, the meſſengers were obliged to return witl- 
out effecting any good purpoſe. By them Mr. William 
wrote to the commiſſioners, aſſuring them, that an lu. 
dian war would ſoon break out; and that, as a prepar'- 
tive, the Narraganſets had concluded a neutrality with 
Providence aud the towns upon Aquidney iſland. 
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Tikstk reports rouſed the Engliſh ſpirit. The com- 

S miſhoners, conſidering that the Narraganſets had viola- 
ted all their treaties, killed a number of the Moheagans, 
taken others captive, deſtroyed their corn, and, with 
great armies, beſieged Uncas in his fort; and beſides, 
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Book I; 
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that they had highly inſulted the United colonies and 


3 abuſed their meſſengers, determined that an immediate 
war with them was both juſtifiable and neceflary. 
HowkEvtR, as they wiſhed to act with prudence as 


well as ſpirit, and to give general ſatisfaction in an af- 


fair of ſuch moment, they deſired the advice of the ma- 


officers in the Maſſachuſetts. Theſe aſſembled, and 
ES were unanimouſly of the opinion, that their engage- 


gans: that the defence which they were obliged to give, 


meuts, extended not barely to the defence of Uncas and 


be totally ruined. e e 1 

$ Ir ͤ was therefore determined, that a war with the 
Indians was juſt, that the caſe ſhould be ſtated in ſhort, 
and war, with the reaſons of it, be proclaimed. A day 
Jof faſting: and prayer was appointed on the fourth of 
September. It was reſolved, That three hundred men 
ES ſhould be forthwith raifed and ſent againſt the enemy: 
= Maſſachuſetts were to furniſh 190, Plimouth and Con- 


= ad 


7 from Connecticut and New-Haven, who had aſſiſted in 
defending. Uncas, the former part of the ſummer, were 


4 impreſſed in the Maſſachuſetts, and marched in three 
days, completely armed and victualled. Theſe were 
commanded by Humphry Atherton. Orders were diſ- 


bh New-Haven to join them at Moheagan. A commiſ- 
ſion was forwarded to Captain Maſon to take the com- 


given to Major Edward Gibbons of Maſſachuſetts. He 
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us inſtructed not only to defend Uncas, but to invade 


giſtrates, elders and a number of the principal military 


ments obliged them to defend Uncas and the Mohea- 
i according to the common acceptation of ſuch engage- 


his men in their fort, but to his eſtate and liberties; and 
that the aid to be given muſt be immediate, or he would 


War with 
the Nar- 
raganſets 
determins 
ed. 


Inecticut 40 each, and New-Haven 30. As the troops 


about to return to their reſpective colonies, 40 men were 


1 


patched to the troops to be raifed in Connecticut and 


F mand of all the troops until the whole army ſhould 
form a junction. The chief command of the army was 


and diſtreſs the N arraganſets and Nehanticks, with their 
| W 


Fn 
1 

1 
4 
| 


154 


THE HISTORY Crap. VIII. 


Boox I. confederates. He had inſtructions to offer them peace, 
Wa If they would receive it upon honorable terms, he, with 


1645. 


his officers, had power to make a treaty with them. If 
the enemy ſhould flee from the army and would neither 
fight nor make peace, the commander had orders to 
build forts in the Nehantick and Narraganſet country; 
to which he might gather the enemy's corn and good,, 
as far as it ſhould be in his power. 

Tun Narraganſets had ſent a preſent to Governot 
Winthrop of Boſton, deſiring that they might haye 
peace with the Engliſh, but wage war with Uncas, and 
avenge the death of Miantonimoh. The governor re. 
fuſed to receive the preſent upon ſuch terms; but the 
meſſengers, by whom it was carried, urging that they 
might leave 4t until they could conſult their ſachems, he 
ſuffercd it to be left with him. The commiſhoners order, 
ed, that it ſhould be immediately, returned. Captain Hu- 
ding, Mr. Wilbore and Benedict Arnold were ſent into 
the Narraganſet country, to return the preſent, and i 
aſſure Peſſacus, Canonicus, Janimo and the other fi- 
chems of the Narraganſet and Nehantick Indians, that 
they would neither receive their preſents, nor give them 
peace, until they ſhould make ſatisfaction for paſt inju- 
ries, and give ſecurity for their peaceable conduct for 
the future. 'They were to certify the Indians, that the 
Engliſh were ready for war; and that if war was their 
choice, they would direct their affairs for that purpoſe, 
At the ſame time, they had orders to aſſure them, thai 
if they would make ſatisfaction for the damages which 
they had done, and give ſecurity for their peaceable con- 
duct, in time to come, they ſhould know, that the Eng- 
liſh were as defirous of the peace, and as tender of th: 
blood of the Narraganſets, as they had ever been. 

Tux meflengers proſecuted their journey with great 
diſpatch and brought back word, that Peſſacus, chief 
ſachem of the Narraganſets, and others were coming to 
Boſton forthwith, veſted with ſull powers, to treat with 
the commiſſioners. The meſſengers, though ſent on 
purpoſe to carry back the preſent, and to aſſure the In- 
dians that the Engliſh would not receive it, returned 
with it to Boſton. They alſo wrote to Captain Maſon 
acquainting him, that there were hopes of peace vi 
the Indians. | | 
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Tux commiſſioners therefore, while they acknowl- Book I. 
edged the pains and expedition with which they had ac- LI 
compliſhed their journey, cenſured them, for not atten- 445. 


ding to their inſtructions. Eſpecially, they judged them 
worthy of cenſure for bringing back the preſent, and 
ſor writing to Captain Maſon. The latter they imagin- 
ed could have no other effect than to retard his ope- 
rations. 
® Tur Indians, finding that an army was coming into 
the heart of their country, made haſte to meet the com- 
* miſſioners and ward off the - impending blow. A few 
days after the return of their meſſengers, Peſſacus, 
# Meckſamo, the eldeſt ſon of Canonicus, and Wytowaſh, 
three principal ſachems of the Narraganſets, and A- 
waſhequen, deputy of the Nehanticks, with a large train, 
arrived at Boſton. 
© They, at firſt, denied and excuſed many particulars 
which the commiſhoners charged upon them. They 
inſiſted on the old ſtory of the ranſom, and propoſed to 
make a truce with Uncas until the next planting time, 
or for a year. The commiſhoners aſſured them, that 
matters were now come to a criſis, and that they would 
c accept of no ſuch terms. They charged the Indian ſa- 
chems with their perfidious breach of treaties, with the 
injuries they had done to Uncas, with their inſults of 
the Engliſh, and with the great trouble and expenſe to 
which they had put them, to defend Uncas and 
maintain the peace of the country. The Indians final- 
ly, though with great relu@tance, acknowledged their 


bands, and wiſhed to know what they required of the 
$ Indians. 

Tux commiſſioners repreſented to them, that the 
charge and trouble which they had brought on the col- 
= onies was very great, beſides all the loſs and damages 
which Uncas had ſuſtained. They charged all theſe 


| upon their infraction of the treaties which they had 
made with the colonies, and with Uncas. They aſſured 
: the Indians, that though two thouſand fathom of white 


= wampum would by no means be equal to the expenſe to 
| which they had put the colonies, entirely by their vio- 


: 
& ation of their treaties z yet, to ſhow their moderation, 


„ 


breach of treaties. One of the ſachems preſented the The In- 
= commiſſioners with a ſtick, ſignifying, by that token, , 
that he ſubmitted the terms of war and peace into their peace. 
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Book I. they would accept of that ſum for all paſt damages. It 
ry was required, that they ſhould reſtore to Uncas all the 
1645. captives and canoes which they had taken from him; 
that they ſhould ſubmit all matters of controverſy, be- 
tween them and Uncas, to the commiſſioners, at their 
next meeting; and that they ſhould maintain perpetual 
eace with the Engliſh, and all their ſubjects and allies, 
Finally hoſtages were demanded, as a ſecurity for the 
performance of the treaty.* "Theſe indeed were hard 
terms. The Indians made many exceptions to them; 
but as they knew the Engliſh were gone into their coun. 
try, and were fearful that hoſtilities would be comme. 
ced, even while the treaty was pending, they ſubmitted 
to them. Some abatement was made as to the times of 
payment, at firſt propoſed, and it was agreed, that Un. 
cas ſhould reſtore. to the Narraganſets all captives and 
canoes which he had taken from them. This gave thc 
Narraganſets and Nehanticks ſome eaſe ; but it waz 
with great reluctance that they finally ſigned the articles, 
Nothing but the neceſſity of the caſe could have been; 
ſuſhcient inducement. 
Articles Ox the 3oth of Auguſt the articles were ſigned, and 
ſigned. the Indians left ſeveral of their number, as hoſtages, un- 
til the children, who had been agreed upon for a per. 
manent ſecurity, ſhould be delivered. 

THE troops which had been raiſed were diſbanded, 
and the day appointed for a general faſt, was celebrated 
as a day of general thankſgiving. 

Nzw-Havex, this year, appointed Mr. Gregſon their 

Devgns to agent to the parliament in England, to procure a ps 
obtain pa- . | be 

tents. tent ſor the colony. The court at New-Haven voted, 

that it was a proper time to join with Connecticut in 

procuring a patent from parliament for theſe parts. It 

appears, that both Connecticut and New-Haven, at this 

time, had it in contemplation to obtain charters from 

arliament, for their reſpective juriſdictions ; but Mr. 

Fenwick who had been deſired to undertake a voyage, 

for this purpoſe, in behalf of Connecticut, did not ac- 

cept the appointment, and Mr. Gregſon was loſt at ſea, 


In conſequence of theſe circumſtances, and the ſtate of 


affairs in England afterwards, the buſineſs reſted until 
after the reſtoration. 


Records of the United Colonies. 
+ Records of New- Haven. 
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Tuis year Tunxis was named Farmington. At this Book I. 
time, there were in the colony of Connecticut eight 
S taxable towns; Hartford, Windſor, Wethersfield, 1645. 
Stratford, Fairfield, Saybrook, South-Hampton and 2 in 


Farmington. In the colony of New-Haven were ſix; 
New-Haven, Milford, Guilford, Southhold, Stamford © N 
and Branford. 

® Ix 1646 there was an alteration in the act reſpecting 
© juries. In 1644 an act paſſed authorizing the court o 
magiſtrates to increaſe or mitigate the damages given 


ever alterations ſhould be made of this kind, at any time, 
ſhould be made in open court, in the preſence both of 
the plaintiff and defendant, or upon athdavit made, that 
they had been ſummoned to appear. 
Ar this court the town of Fairfield made objections 
to that part of the act paſſed in 1644 which admitted of 
© a jury of fix. They inſiſted on twelve jurymen in all 
© caſes, triable by a jury; but conſented, that eight out 
of twelve ſhould bring in a verdict. It does not appear, 
that a jury of ſix was ever empannelled, after this time. 
The laws were ſoon after reviſed, and ordained a jury 
of twelve in all caſes, which required a jury. 
* THE commiſſioners of the United Colonies met, this 
year, at New-Haven. The Dutch continuing their in- 
jurious conduct againſt the Engliſh, complaints were 
made to the commiſſioners, of the recent and repeated 
E inſults and damages which they had received from them. 
© Inſtead of making them the leaſt ſatisfaction for paſt in- 
juries, they proceeded to new inſtances of inſolence and 


f 1 546. 


3 by verdict of the jury. It was now enacted, that what- April 6, 


E abuſe. Kieft wrote a moſt imperious letter to Governor Kieft's 


Eaton, charging him, and the people at New-Haven, 
with an unſatiable defire of poſſeſſing that which be- * 
E | longed to the Dutch nation. He afhrmed, that, con- 
E: trary to ancient leagues, between the kings of England 
: and the States General, contrary to the law of nations, 
and his proteſtations, they had, indirectly, entered upon 
5 the limits of New-Netherlands. He therefore proteſ- 
ted againſt them, as breakers of the peace and diſturbers 
a of the public tranquillity. Indeed he proceeded ſo far 
= as to threaten, that if the Engliſh, at New-Haven, did 
not reſtore the places which they had uſurped, and re- 
pair the loſſes which the Duteh had ſuſtained, that they 
| Vould, by ſuch means as Gop ſhould afford, recover 
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Book I. them. He affirmed, that the Dutch would not view it 8 | 
A as inconſiſtent with the public peace, but ſhould impute 8 
1646. all the evils, which might enſue, to the Engliſh.* Ss 
Gans GoveRrNoR Eaton replied to this letter, that the colo. . 
or ' 8 | 
Faton's ny under his government had never entered upon an 

reply. land, to which the Dutch had any known title : That, J l 
notwithſtanding all the injuries received from the Dutch, ; 
and the very unſatisfying anſwers which their governo 4 

had given, from time to time, the colony, in his appre. 1 
henſions, had done nothing inconſiſtent with the law of ; P 
Gon, the law of nations, nor with the ancient league 5 L 
ſubſiſting between England and Holland. He therefor: $ © 
aſſured him, that the colony would cheerfully ſubmit al 4 1 
differences, between them and the Dutch, to an impar. a 
a f re f . m 
tial hearing and adjudication, either in Europe or 4. * 
merica. | to 
Miſe. TE Dutch, at Hartford, maintained a diſtinct and in. vr 
| meanors dependent government. They reſiſted the laws of the col. - 5 
| of the ony, and counteracted the natural rights of men. They or 
| 23 at inveigled an Indian woman who, having been liable t 
| artford. ; ve 
| public puniſhment, fled from her maſter. It was fup- 1 
poſed, that the Dutch kept her for the purpoſe of wan- by 
| tonneſs. Though her maſter demanded her, as his che 
| property, and the magiſtrates, as a criminal, on whon pu 
| the law ought to have its courſe, yet they would nt of 
| reſtore her. The Dutch agent at Hartford, in the heigit D. 
| of diſorder, reſiſted the guard. He drew his rapier upon Wan, 
| the ſoldiers, and broke it upon their arms. He thenel- Wh 
caped to the fort, and there defended himſelf with im. Mr 
| panity. > t101 
| * THE commiſſioners of Connecticut and New-Haven E 2bſ 
| plaint to made complaint of theſe inſults and miſdemeanors to Ader 
the com- the commiſſioners of the United Colonies, and laid open tha 
3 the whole conduct of the Dutch towards them. They the 
: repreſented, that in anſwer to their complaints of paſt anc 
injuries, they had, inſtead of ſatisfaction, received noir 1 
ing but injury and abuſe. this 
| The com- THE commiſſioners, upon a deliberate view of the are 
miſtioners caſe, wrote to the Dutch governor, ſtating how they ha! WT the 
—_ and yritten to him from time to time; and, in conſidera- hin 
end an tion of the great worth of peace, had attempted to com the 
— ] 
* Kieft's letter to Governor Eaton, on the records of it ters 


United Colonies, 
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promiſe the differences which had ſo long ſubſiſted be- Book I. 

© tween the Dutch and their confederates. They obſer Lu 
ved to the governor, that he had returned nothing but 1646. 
an ignoramus with an offenſive addition, wlüch they expreſs = 
left to his review and better conſideration. They ſta- the Ie | 

ted the affair at Hartford, and obſerved, that had the 8 ; 
Dutch agent been lain, in the haughty affront which 
he had given, his blood would have been upon his own 

head. They aſſured him, that his agent and the com- 

pany at Hartford had proceeded to an intolerable ſtate 

of conduct: That they had forcibly taken away their 

7 cattle from authority, and made an aſſault upon a man, 

who had legally ſought juſtice for damages, which he 

had ſuſtained z that they ſtruck him, and, in a hoſtile 

manner, took his team and loading from him. The 

E commiſſioners noticed the letter of the Dutch governor 

to the colony of New-Haven, and manifeſted their ap- 

E probation of the anſwer which Governor Eaton had giv- 

en. They expreſſed their hopes, that it would give ſat- 

isfaction. They concluded by obſerving, that, to pre- 

vent all inconveniences, which might ariſe from an 

part of the premiſes, they had ſent an expreſs, by whom 

they withed to receive ſuch an anſwer as might ſatisfy 

them of his concurrence with them, to embrace and 

© purſue righteouſneſs and peace. 

© OSEVERAL of the Engliſh, who had traded with the 

Dutch, had not been able to recover their juſt debts, 

and Governor Kieft would not afford them that aſſiſt- 

ance which was neceſſary for the obtaining of juſtice, 

Mr. Whiting of Connecticut complained, That an ac- 

tion had been carried againſt him, at Manhatoes, in his 

abſence, and when he had no agent to exhibit his evi- 

dence or plead his cauſe. He alſo made complaint, 

that, upon demanding a juſt debt, long ſince due from 

. ! the Dutch, the governor neglected to give him that aſſiſt- 

; ance which was neceſſary for the recovery of his right. 


TAE commiſhoners wrote alſo to Governor Keift on 
this ſubject. They deſired him to grant Mr. Whiting 
a review in the caſe ſpecified, and proper aſſiſtance in 
he recovery of his debts, from the Dutch. They aſſured 
him, that all the colonies would grant ſimilar favors to 
the Dutch in all their courts. Dutch let 
Br their expreſs, the commiſſioners received two let- ters and ij 
ters from the Dutch governor, in anſwer to what they proteſt. 


„ 


fa 
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Book I. had written, expreſſed in the ſame haughty and offen- 


A five ſtrain as his former letters. He denied, that te 

1646, woman, who had been detained by the Dutch, at Hart. 
ford, was a ſervant, with many other facts whichhad been! e 
ſtated by the commiſſioners. Inſtead of ſubmitting the Þ i 
affairs in diſpute to a legal deeifion, either in Europe Wt v 
or America, he ſtill threatened to avenge the injuries of k 
which he complained, by force of arms. With reſpea ! N 
to other matters, of ſpecial importance, he paſſed them tt 
without the leaſt notice. He compared the commiſ. e. 
ſioners to eagles which ſoar aloft, and always deſpiſe the! R® 
little fly; but he aſſured them, that the Dutch, by then! 1 
arms, would manfully purſue their rights. He then fin. tl 
iſhed his letters in this remarkable manner. «© We pro- m 
te teſt againſt all you commiſſioners, met at the re( te 


«© mount, f as againſt breakers of the common league, 
« and alſo infringers of the rights of. the Lords, tle 


« States, our ſuperiors, in that you have dared, with. Ne 

« out our expreſs and ſpecial conſent, to hold your ger. 

cc eral meeting within the limits of New-Netherlands." Wa In 
The com- Tux commiſſioners made a ſhort reply, aſſuring the ha 
miſſioners Dutch governor, that they could prove the facts which 
reply. they had ſtated to him in their letters; and that tl: Wm 


woman, whom the Dutch had detained, was a ſervant, 
and an important part of her maſter's property; thi! 
ſhe had fled from civil juſtice, and, by the confeſſiond 
Mr. David Provoſt, Dutch agent at Hartford, had been 
defiled. They inſiſted, that the conduct of the Dutch 
at Hartford, was intolerable, and complained, that i: Wa 
had given no orders to redreſs the grievances which the We 
had mentioned. They alſo complained, that he ha 
made no reply to ſo many important articles, concern. 
ing which they had written to him. With reſpect 2 F: 
ths proteſt, with which he had cloſed his letter, they o- 

ſerved, that though it was offenſive, yet it agreed wit 
the general ſtrain of his writing, and that he had 6 
more reaſon to proteſt againſt their boldneſs in holdin Wt 
their ſeſſion at New- Haven, than they had to protel Wi 


againſt his boldneſs in the proteſt which he had ſen WR 
them. After all the inſult which the commiſſioners © Wy 5 
The Dutch called New-Haven, the Red Mount, and the de 
Red Hills, from the appearance of the rocks Weſt and Not 
ef the town. th + = 7 


ty 
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ceeired from the Dutch governor, their replies were cool Book I: 


and without threatening. 


93352 


Tris year a horrid plot was concerted among the In- 1646. 


| & dians, for the deſtruction of a number of the principal 
inhabitants of Hartford. Sequaſſen, a petty ſachem 


Plot 
againſt 


| upon the river, hired one of the Waranoke Indians to Governor 
kill Governor Hopkins, and Governor Haynes, with Hopkins, 


Mr. Whiting, one of the magiſtrates. Sequaſſen's ha- 
© tred of Uncas was unſatiable, and probably was direct- 
© cd againſt theſe gentlemen on the account of the juſt 
and faithful protection which they had afforded him. 
The plan was, that the Waranoke Indian ſhould kill 
them, and charge the murder upon Uncas, and by that 
means engage the Engliſh againſt him to his ruin. Af- 
ter the maſlacre of theſe gentlemen, Sequaſſen and the 
urderer were to make their eſcape to the Mohawks: 
atohibrough, the Indian hired to perpetrate the mur- 
er, after he had received ſeveral girdles of wampum, 
Was part of his reward, conſidering how Buſhheag, the 
Indian who attempted to kill the woman at Stamford, 
had been apprehended and executed at New-Haven, 
conceived that it would be dangerous to murder Eng- 
iſh ſachems. He alſo revolved in his mind, that if the 
ZEngliſh ſhould not apprehend and kill him, he ſhould 
always be afraid of them, and have no comfort in his 
Wife. He alſo recollected, that the Englith gave a re- 
Eward to the Indians who diſcovered and brought in Buſl- 
heag. He therefore determined, it would be better to diſ- 
cover the plot than to be guilty of ſo dangerous and bloo- 
y an action. In this mind he came to Hartford, a few 
days after he had received the girdles, and made known 
che plot. Nearly at the ſame tim? the Waranoke In- 


Haynes, 
Cs 


Indians 


, dians did much damage to the people at Windſor, burn- do dam- 


ing up their tar and turpentine, and deſtroying their 
© $tools and inſtruments, to the value of a hundred pounds 
or more. The magiſtrates at Hartford ifſued a warrant 
and apprehended the Indian, whom they ſuppoſed to be 
guilty ; but the Indians roſe and made an affault upon 

the officers, and reſcued the criminal from juſtice. 
== Uron complaint and evidence of theſe miſdemea- 
2 nors, the commiſhoners ſent meſſengers to Sequaſſen 
# demanding his appearance at New-Haven, and they or- 
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Book I. dered, that, if he would not voluntarily appear, alt 
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[ means, conſiſtent with the preſervation of his life, ſhould 


1646. 


Reſolu- 
tion reſ- 
petting 
the In- 
dians. 


be uſed to take him. Meſſengers were alſo ſent to Wa. 
ranoke, to the Indians who had done the miſchief at 
Windſor, with orders to ſeize the delinquents, and 
bring them off, if they judged they could do it with 
ſafety. Sequaſſen had art enough to keep out of their 
hands, and thoſe who had done the damage could not 
be found. The meſſengers were infulted at Waranoke, 
The Indians boaſted of their arms, primed and cocked 
their pieces, in their preſence, and threatened, that, if 
man ſhould be carried away, the Indians would general. 
ly riſe and fight. 

THE commiſhoners, on the whole, judged it not expe. 
dient, in the ſtate in which the Indians then were, to pro. 
ceed any further than to refolve, that if any Indian or 
Indians, of what plantation ſoever, ſhould do any dam. 
age to the Engliſh colonies, or to any of their inhabi. 
tants, that, upon due proof of it, they would, in; 
peaceable manner, demand ſatisfaction. But if any 
ſagamore or plantation of Indians, ſhould hide, convey 
away, entertain, or protect ſuch offender or offenderz, 
that then the Engliſh would demand ſatisfaction of ſuch 
Indian ſagamore or plantation, and do themſelves juſtice, 
as they might, upon all ſuch offenders. At the ſame 
time, they declared, that they would keep peace and 
amity with all other Indians. This reſolution was to 
be made known to the Waranoke Indians in particular. 

TRE Indians, at particular times, were very mil- 
chievous, and gave much trouble to all the plantations 
Sometime after the ſettlement of Milford, the Indians 
there ſet all the adj:cent country on fire. It was ſup- 
poſed that their deſign was to burn the town. But tlc 
inhabitants were ſo fortunate as to ſtop the fires at the 
{ſwamps and brooks which ſurround it on the weſt and 
north. By this means the town was preſerved. 

TAR Mohawks, though not hoſtile to the Engliſh, by 
coming down, and murdering the Connecticut Indians 
put the plantations in fear, and gave them not a little 
trouble. Some years after the ſettlement of Milford, 
they came into the town, and ſecreted themſelves in 1 
ſwamp, “ about half a mile eaſt of Stratford ferry, witi 


This is known by the name of Mohawk ſwamp to thc 
preſent time. 
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a view to ſurpriſe the Indians at the fort. The Engliſh Book J. 
accidentally diſcovering them, gave notice of it to the: 
Milford Indians. They at once ſet up the war whoop, 1646. 
and collected ſuch numbers, that they ventured to at- 
tack them. The Mohawks were overpowered, and 
ſeveral of them taken. One ſtout captive, the Milford 
Indians determined to kill, by famine and torture. 
They ftripped him naked and tied him up in the falt 
& meadows for the moſchetoes to eat and torment to 
death. An Engliſhman, one Hine, finding him in this 
piteous condition, looſed and fed him, and enabled him 
to make his eſcape. This very much conciliated the 
SZ Mohawks towards the Engliſh ; and eſpecially towards 
the family of the Hines, whom, it is ſaid, they ever at- 
terwards particularly noticed, and treated with uncom- 
mon friendſhip. 
Tux Narraganſet and Nehantick Indians neglected Perfidy of 
to perform any part of the treaty which they had made the Nar- 
the laſt year. They neither paid the wampum ſtipula- raganiets. | 
nt nor met the commiſhoners, at New-Haven, to ſet-- 


E tle the differences between them and Uncas. They 
neither reſtored the captives nor canoes taken from 
him, nor made him any compenſation for the damages 
which they had done him. They had attempted to de- 5 
ceive the Engliſh with reſpect to the hoſtages. Inſtead 
Jof the children of their ſachems and chief men, whom 
they agreed to deliver, they made an attempt to impoſe up- i 
on them children of the loweſt rank. Even to this time, f 
they had not brought thoſe whom they had promiſed. 
They were ſtill intriguing with the Mohawks ; and, by 4 


preſents and various arts, attempting to engage them 3 
: MW © againſt the Engliſh colonies. The commiſſioners judg- 2 
ad, that they had juſt occaſion to avenge the injuries 4 
bvhich they had received, and to ſeek a recompence by 
force of arms. However, that they might ſhow their 1 
dove of peace, and their forbearance towards theſe bar- i 
„ barians, they diſpatched another meſſage to them. In ; 
je this a full repreſentation was made of theſe particulars. [ 
|, They were aſſured, that the commiſſioners were appri- i 
2 ed of their intrigues, and that, in the eyes of all the k 
th colonies, they had rendered themſelves a perfidious 
people. i 
e Tue war between the Dutch and Indians continu- q 


ing, a great and general battle was fought between 1 


164 


Book I. them in that part of Horfeneck commonly known by 
Wa the name of Strickland's plain. The action was long 


1646. 


Battle on 
Strick- 
land's 
plain. 


Loſſes of 
New-Ha- 
ven. 


Attempts 
to re- 
move. 


Election 
at Hart- 
ford, 


$047. 


as far as poſhble, to retrieve their former loſſes. Com. 
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and ſevere, both parties fighting with firmneſs and ob. 
ſtinacy. The Dutch, with much difficulty, kept the 
field, and the Indians withdrew. Great numbers were 
ſlain on both ſides, and the graves of the dead, for a cen. 
tury or more, appeared like a number of ſmall hills. 
NEw- Have, having been exceedingly diſappointed 
in trade, and ſuſtained great damages at Delaware, and 
the large eſtates which they brought into New-England 
rapidly dechning, this year, made uncommon exertions, 


bining their money and labors, they built a ſhip, at 
Rhode-Ifland, of 150 tons; and freighted her, fo 
England, with the beſt part of their commercial eſtate, 
Mr. Gregſon, Captain Turner Mr. Lamberton and fire 
or fix of their principal men embarked on board. The 
ſailed from New-Haven in January 1647. The 
were obliged to cut through the ice to get out of tl: 
harbour. The ſhip foundered at ſea, and was never 
heard of after ſhe failed. The lofs of this ſhip, with 
the former loſſes which the company had ſuſtained, broke 
up all their expectation with reſpect to trade, and a 
they conceived themſelves diſadvantageouſly ſituated for 
huſbandry, they adopted the deſign of leaving the coun- 
try. They were invited to Jamaica in the Weſt-In- 
dies. They had alſo an invitation to Ireland. It ſeems 
they entered into treaties for the city of Galloway, 
which they defigned to have ſettled, as a ſmall province 
for themſelves. Nevertheleſs they were diſappointed 
with reſpect to all theſe deſigns. Their poſterity, who 
they feared would be reduced to beggary, made refpetts 
ble farmers, and flouriſhed, with reſpect to worldly ci 
cumſtances, no leſs than their neighbours. 

Ar the election, this year, at Hartford, nine magil. 
trates were choſen. Mr. Coſmore and Mr. Howe were 
elected for the firſt time. The other magiſtrates wer 
the ſame as in the preceding years. 

Ar this ſeſſion of the general court, an explanation 
or addition was made to the tenth fundamental article. 
By this article, as it ſtood, it was the opinion of ſont, 


+ Manuſcripts of the Rev. Stephen Monſon. 
＋ Magnalia B. I. p. 25, 26. 
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S Car. VII. OF CONNECTICUT. 16; 
| Achat no particular court could be holden, unleſs the gover- Book I. 
nor and four magiſtrates were preſent. It was therefore 
decreed,“ that the governor, or deputy governor, with 1947: 
two magiſtrates ſhould have power to keep a particular 
court, according to the laws eſtabliſhed ; and, that in 
Pale neither the governor, nor deputy governor ſhould 
be preſent, or able to ſit, if three magiſtrates ſhould 
meet, and chooſe one of themſelves moderator, they 
might keep a particular court, which, to all intents and 
4 urpoſes, ſhould be deemed as legal, as if the governor 
pr deputy governor were preſent. All orders contrary 
Fo this were repealed. + 
As tobacco, about this time, was coming into uſe, in 
the colony, a very curious law was made for its regula- 2gainft 
tion, or ſuppreſſion. It was ordered, that no perſon the uſe of 
under twenty years of age, nor any other, who had not tobacco. 
Wlready accuſtomed himſelf to the uſe of it, ſhould take 
my tobacco until he had obtained a certificate from 
under the hand of an approved phyſician, that it was 
uſeful for him, and until he had alſo obtained a licence 
\& Som the court. All others, who had addicted them- 
:& Flves to the uſe of it, were prohibited from taking it, 
any company, or at their labors, or in travelling, un- 

ſs ten miles, at leaſt, from any company ; and though 
got in company, not more than once a day, upon pain 
a fine of ſix-pence for every ſuch offence. One ſub- 
antial witneſs was to be a ſufficient proof of the crime. 
he conſtables of the ſeveral towns were to make pre- 
Entment to the particular courts, and it was ordered, 
at the fine ſhould be paid without gainſaying. 
Ax a court in June, it was ordered, that the fort and june 2. 
guns at Saybrook ſhould be delivered to Captain John 
Maſon, and that he ſhould give Mr. Fenwick a receipt 
or the premiſes. At the deſire of the people there, 
Captain Maſon was appointed to the chief command of 

he fort; and was authorized to govern all the ſoldiers 
and inhabitants of the town; to call them forth and put 
em in ſuch array, as might be neceſſary for the gen- 
al defence of the country. Orders were given, that 
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Book I. the fortifications thould be repaired, and that the coun, 
y rate of Saybrook, ſhould be appropriated to thy 
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ROT - purpoſe. 
Soldiers Pulis court granted to the ſoldiers of the reſpecti. | 
may : 77.0 . elpectne | 
chooſe train bands in the colony the privilege of choofing their t 
their own oflicers, to be commiſſioned by the court. ; , 
officers. TIE conduct of the Narraganſet and Nehantick Jy. 3 
July 26. dians was fo treacherous and hoſtile, that in midſum. * 
F.xtraor- mer, an extraordinary meeting of the commiſſioners wa; c 
e called at Boſton. The commiſſioners were 1 homy Cc 
of the Dudley and John Endicot, Eſquires, from Maſſacky. * 
comm. ſetts, Mr. William Bradford and Mr. John Brow | 
ſieners. from Plimouth, Governor Hopkins and Capt 0 
John Maſon from Connecticut, Governor Eaton an 4 

Mr. Goodyear from New-Haven. Thomas Dudley 11 

was choſen preſident. E. 

Tas Narraganſet and Nehantick Indians had not on. #hc 

ly neglected the performance of every part of their tre. lit 

ties with the Engliſh, but were, by all their arts, . a8 

ting againſt them. By their wampum they were hi. he 

ing all the Indian nations round about them to combine to 

againſt the colonies. They had ſent meſſengers ant the 

preſents to the Mohawks to engage them in the genen co 
conſederacy. As this faithleſs conduct was the oc am 

ſion of the meeting, the commiſſioners immediately di- ma 

Narra- patched meſſengers to Peſſacus, Ninigrate, Weber 4 
ganicts maug, and all their confederates, to declare to then, the 
cut for. their breach of covenant, and to demand their atten ane 
dance at Boſton. The meſſengers were inſtructed ti aga 

aſſure them, that if they did not appear, they woul wh 

ſend to them no more. Peſſacus owned, that he hl the 

broken covenant, and ſaid it was the conſtant grict « ter 


his ſpirit. He pretended he would gladly go to Bolton, eth. 
but he was unwell and could not travel. This was dete 
mere pretence, as there were no appearances of indie Weed 
ſition upon him. He excuſed himſelf for not keepin; the 
| the treaty, becauſe he was frighted into it by the fight thei 
| 
| 
| 


of the Englith army which was about to invade lu thar 
country. He repreſented, that he was in fear, if he de 2 
| not make it, the Enghth would follow him home and 

kill him. He declared however, that he would ſend h- the 
whole mind by Ninigrate, and that he would abide! 
whatever he ſhould tranſact in the aſſair. 
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On the zd of Auguſt, Ninigrate, with two of Peſſa- Book I. 
* eus's men, and a number of the Nehantick Indians, a- 
ö rived at Boſton. When Ninigrate came before the com- 1647. 
f miſſioners, he pretended great ignorance of the treaties Ninigrate 
between the Engliſh and the Indians. He declared, appears 
that he knew no cauſe why the Narraganſets ſhould pay before the 
1 * ; commiſ- 
ſo much wampum. He ſaid they owed nothing to the ns 
$ Engliſh. The commiſſioners acquainted him, that it ? 
Vas on account of their breach of treaty, and the great 
charge which, by that means, they had brought on the 
* colonies, that the Narraganſets engaged to pay ſuch a 
quantity. Well knowing his deceit, they charged him 
as being the very man who had been the principal cauſe 
of all their trouble and expenſe relative to the Indians. 
They declared to him, that he was the ſachem who had 
© threatened to pile their cattle in heaps, and to kill every 
Engliſiman who ſhould ſtep out at his doors. At ſo 
home a charge, which he could not deny, he was not a 
little chagrined. However, he excuſed the matter with 
as much art as poſſible. With reſpec to the wampum, 
he declared, that the Narraganſets had not a ſufficiency 
to pay the ſum required. 'The commiſhoners knew that 
the Narraganſets were a great nation, and that they 
could, at any time, upon ſhort notice, pay a greater 
amount than they demanded. They conſidered the de- 
mand not only as their juſt due, but as matter of policy, 
4 far as was conſiſtent witli juſtice, to ſtrip them of 
their wampum, to prevent their hiring the Mohawks 
and other Indians to join with them, in a general war, 
againſt the colonies. They therefore inſiſted, that the 
whole ſum ſhould be paid. They declared to him, that 
they were not ſatisſied with his anſwers. Ninigrate, af- 1 
ter he had taken time to conſult with his council, the . 
: 
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other deputies who were with him, anſwered, that he was 
determined to give the colonies full ſatisfaction. He deſi- 
red ten days to ſend meſſengers to Narraganſet to collect | F 
in; the wampum due, and offered himſelf a hoſtage until / 
e their return. The meſſengers returned with no more | 
his than two hundred fathom. Ninigrate imputed this to his . 
t abſence. He deſired liberty to return, promiſing, that 
u it the whole ſum ſhould not be paid by the next ſpring, 
1k" the commiſſioners might take his head and ſeize his 
jeh country. The commiſſioners agreed with him, that if f 

within twenty days he would deliver a thouſand fathom 1 
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Book I. of wampum, and the remainder which was due, by the 
» V nxkext planting time, they would diſmiſs him. They al- 


1647. 


Re ſolu- 
tions of 
the court 
of Mafla- 
chuletts 
reſpect- 
ing the 
impoſt. 


ſo, for his encouragement, acquainted him, that although 
they might juſtly put the hoſtages to death, for their de. 
lays and breach of covenant, yet they would forthwith 
deliver them to him; and if they ſhould find him pune. 
tual to his engagements, they would charge former de- 
fects to Peſſacus. Theſe terms he gladly accepted. 

THE commiſſioners from Connecticut, the laſt year, 
made complaint, that Mr. Pyncheon and the inhabitant 
at Springheld refuſed to pay the impoſt which had been 
impoſed by Connecticut for the maintenance of the fort 
at Saybrook. The commiſſioners judged, that the fon 
was of great conſequence to the towns on the river; 
but, as the affair of the impoſt had not been laid before 
the general court of Maſſachuſetts, and as the commiſ. 
ſioners of that colony had no inſtructions reſpecting it 
x full hearing had been deferred to this meeting. 

MEANWHILE the general court of the Maflachuſetty 
had taken up the affair, and paſſed a number of reſolu. 
tions reſpecting the impoſt. "Theſe are a curioſity, e. 
hibiting a lively picture of human nature, and in the 
courſe of conduct conſequent upon them, will afford 1 
general ſpecimen of the manner in which the Ma 
chuſetts anciently treated her ſiſter colonies. The re 
olutions were, at this meeting, laid before the commib 
ſioners, and were to the following effect. 

1. 'THAT the juriſdiction at Hartford had not a legal 
power to force any mhabitant of another juriſdiction, 
to purchaſe any fort or lands out of their juriſdiction. 

2. 'THAT it was injurious to require cuſtom for tit 
maintenance of a fort which is not uſeful to thoſe d 
whom it was demanded. 

3. THAT it was unequal for ConneCticut to impoſe 3 
auſtom upon their friends and confederates, who hatt 
no more benefit of the river, by the exporting or import 
ing of goods, than ſtrangers of another nation, ho, 
though they lived in Hartford, paid none. 

4- THAT the propounding and ſtanding upon an im- 
poſition of cuſtom, to be paid at the river's mouth, . 
ſuch as were of our juriſdiction, hindered our confede 
ration ten years, and there was never any paid to thi 
day, and that now to impoſe it upon them, after the" 
confederation, would put them upon new thoughts: 
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5. Tnar it appeared to them very hard, that any of Book I. 
their juriſdiction ſhould be forced to ſucha diſadvantage, WWW 
as would neceſſarily enſlave their poſterity, by impoſing 1647: 
ſuch rates and cuſtoms, as would either conſtrain them 
to depart their habitations or weaken their eſtates ; eſ- 
pecially as they were with the firſt who took poſſeſſion 
of the river, and were at great charge of building, &c. 
which if they had foreſeen, they would not have made a 
plantation at that place. 
6. IF Hartford juriſdiction ſhall make uſe of their 
power over any of ours, we have the ſame power to 
imitate them in the like kind, which they deſired might 
be forborne on both ſides. Theſe reſolutions were ſign- 
ed by the ſecretary of the colony. 
Mx. HoyxiNs replied, in behalf of Connecticut, that 
the firſt article labored under a great miſtake : That Hopkins“s 
the impoſition was neither to buy lands nor the fort. reply to 
He obſerved alſo, that it was not material to what pur- tbe reſo- 
© poſe an impoſt was applied, if it were lawful in itſelf, lutions. 
and did not exceed the bounds of moderation. With 
EZ reſpect to the ſecond article, he ſaid, that it impeached 
all ſtates and nations of injuſtice no leſs than Connecti- 
cut: That their practice, in all ſimilar caſes, warranted 
the impoſt. He urged, that, for twelve years, the fort 
at Saybrook had been of ſpecial ſervice to Springfield; 
and that it was ſo ſtill, and might be for a number of 
years to come. He therefore inſiſted, that it was ſtrict= - 
h) juſt, that the inhabitants of that town ſhould pay the 
impoſt. He ſaid he was willing to riſk the caſe, and 
have it decided, on the principles of ſtrict juſtice. The 
third article, he obſerved, was a mere preſumption, and 
had no juſt foundation; beſides if it were founded, he 
= argued, that the compariſon was not equal. The whole 
of the fourth article, he ſaid, was a miſtake : That the 
# confederation was completed in about five years from 
= the firſt mentioning of it, and that it was not retarded 
by the means ſuggeſted, nor were they ever mentioned. 
With reference to the fifth article, he replied, that all 
taxes weakened eſtates, and if this were a ground of ob- 
2 jection againſt the impoſt, then no tax or impoſt could 
ever be laid. He inſiſted, that the impoſt was juſt and 
© moderate, and therefore could not enflave the inhabi- 
dants of Springfield. The on in Connecticut, he ob- 
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ſerved, were ſettled before Springfield, and that town 


had been at no expenſe in making ſettlements more 
than the towns in Connecticut. He ſaid, if Connetti. 
cut, at any time, thould become exorbitant: i in 1ts impoſi. 
tions upon any of the colonies, they would find a rem. 
edy in the confederation. With reference to the laſt 
article, he declared his willingneſs, in all ſimilar caſes, 
to ſubmit to the like impoſition. 

TRE commiſſioners, upon a full hearing, A 
that it was of weighty conſideration to all the planta- 
tions upon the river, that the mouth of it ſhould be ſe- 
cured, and a fafe paſſage for goods, up: and down the 
river, be maintained, though at ſome expenſe; and, 
that as Springfield enjoyed the benefit, the inhabitant 
. ſhould pay the impoſt of two pence per buſhel for corn, 


and a penny on the pound for beaver, or twenty ſhil- 


lings upon every hogſhead. . Nevertheleſs, out of rel. 
pect and tenderneſs to the Maſſachuſetts, it was ref]. 
ved, that Springfield, or the general court, might have 
the liberty of exhibiting further reaſons againſt the im- 
poſt, if any ſhould occur. 

Ar this meeting Mr. John Winthrop of Pequot laid 
claim to the whole country of the weſtern Nehanticks, 
including a conſiderable part of the town of Lime. He 
repreſented, that he obtained the title to this large trad}, 
partly by purchaſe and partly by deed of gift, before the 
Pequot war. He petitioned the commithoners to this 
effect, „Whereas I had the land at Nehantick by dee 
« of gift and purchaſe from the ſachem, before the Pe- 
« quot war, I deſire the commiſhoners would conſirm 
« jt unto me, and clear it of all claims of Engliſh and 
« Indians, according to the equity of the caſe.” 4: 
he had no deed nor writing reſpecting the land, he pro- 
duced the teſtimony of three Nehantick Indians. They 
teſtified, that before the Pequot war, Saſhions, their 
3 called all his men together and told them, that 
he was determined to give his country to the governor's 
ſon, who lived at Pattaquaſſet,“ and that his men gave 
their conſent : 'That afterwards he went to Mr. Win- 
throp, at Pattaquaſſet, and when he came back, ſaid, 
that he had granted all his country to the governor's ſon 


* This i is ſometimes ſpelt Pamaquaſſet, and was, I ſuppoſe 
the Indian name of Saybrook, 
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»nd alſo that he had received coats for it, which they Book I. 
ſaw him bring home. Three Engliſhmen alſo teſtified, www 
that they had heard the Indians report the ſame con- 1647. 


cerning the grant of the Nehantick+ country to Mr. 
Winthrop. 'Thomas Stanton depoſed, that he remem- 
bered Saſhions, ſachem of the Nehanticks, did give his 
country to Mr. John Winthrop, before the Pequot war, 
and that he was interpreter in that buſineſs. 

Tux commiſſioners of Connecticut pleaded againſt 
the claim of Mr. Winthrop, that his purchaſe bore no 


date, that the tract pretended to be purchaſed or given, icut to his 
was not circumſcribed within any limits, and that it did claim. 


not appear, that the Indian, who granted the lands, had 
any right in them: That the grant was verbal and at 
moſt could be but a vague buſineſs. They alſo urged, 
that it did not appear, but that Mr. Winthrop purcha- 
ſed the lands for the noblemen and gentlemen, in whoſe 
ſervice he was, at that time, employed; and, that as 
the lands had been conquered, at the hazard and expenſe 
of Connecticut, before Mr. Winthrop made known his 
claim, whatever it was, it was then dormant and of no 
validity. They further inſiſted, that, as they were not 
prepared to give a full anſwer, no decifion might be 
made, until Connecticut ſhould be fully heard with reſ- 

pect to the premiſes. . 

Tux commiſſioners declined any deciſion of the con- 
troverſy; but it does not appear, that Mr. Winthrop 
ever after proſecuted his claim. As it ſeems Mr. Win- 
throp, about this time, had a deſign of purchaſing Long- 
= Iſland, the commiſſioners took occaſion to premoniſh 
him, that the Iſland was already under engagements, 
for conſiderable ſums of money, to a number of perſons, 
in Connecticut and New-Haven. They repreſented to 
him, that any title, which might be derived from Mr. 
= Cope, would be very precarious, as he had confeſſed a 
hort time before his death. tr | 


federates was { 1043: 10: 0. There was due to Con- 


; neCticut/ 1 5 5177 „which the colony had expended in 


F I Some ſpelt it Neanticut. as 
5 + Records of the United Colonies. 


Tux commiſſioners, this year, brought in the number Jettle- 
of polls in the ſeveral colonies, and madea ſettlement ment of 
of their accounts. The whole expenditure of the con- accounts. 
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Book I. the general defence, more than its proportion. New. 
Haven had expended / 7: o: o more than its proportion, 
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This was excluſive of all the expenſe, which theſe two 
colonies had borne in defending themſelves againſt the 
Indians at Stamford and its vincinity, and in attempting 
to bring the murderers of the Engliſh to condign puniſh. 
ment. Maſſachuſetts and Plimouth paid the balance 
to Connecticut and New-Haven. 

Ox the 27th of May, Peter Stuyveſant, who the laſt 
year had been appointed governor of New-Netherland;, 
arrived at Manhadoes and commenced his governmert 
of the Dutch ſettlements. The commiſſioners wrote 
him a long letter of congratulation. They complained 
alſo, that the Dutch fold arms and ammunition to the 
Indians, and even in the Engliſh plantations. They 
defired, that an immediate ſtop might be put to ſo dan. 
gerous a trade. They made complaint alfo, that the 
Dutch had laid ſo ſevere an impoſt upon all goods as 
greatly diſcouraged trading with them, while all the 
harbours in the United colonies were open and free to 
them. As the Dutch alſo impoſed heavy fines or for- 
feitures for miſentries, or defect in commiſſions, the 
commiſſioners deſired to be made particularly acquainted 
with their cuſtoms. 

Tris winter, the fort and buildings at Saybrook un- 
accountably took fire, and, with ſome goods, were de- 
ſtroyed. Captain Maſon, with his wife and child, nar- 
rowly eſcaped the conflagration. The damage was ei- 
timated at more than a thouſand pounds. 
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CHAPTER N. 


SETTLEMENT. of Neu- London. Salaries firft graniii 
to civil officers. Troubles with the Narraganſet In 
dans. Rhode-Tfland petitions to be united with the colv- 
nies in confederation. The Maſſachuſetts reſume the af 

fair of the impeſt. Mr. Wefterhouſe complains of tit 
ſeizure of his veſſel by the Dutch, in the harbour of Neu- 
Haven. Murders committed by. the Indians ; reſalu- 
lutions reſpecting the murderers. Body of laws compiled. 
Debates relative to the ſettlement of Delaware. The 
Pequots revolt from Uncas, and petition the Engiih 
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Reſolution reſpecting them. Mr. IWWeſterhouſe petitions Book I. 


33 
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to make repriſals from the Dutch. Letter to the Dutch 
avernor. Furiher altercations reſpecting the impaſt. 
Final iſſue of that affair. The con duct of the Maſſachu- 
ſetts upon its deciſion, and the declaration of the commiſ- 
froners reſpecting it. Their treatment of Connecticut reſ- 
petting the line beteueen the colonies. The court at Con- 
necticut determine to avenge the death of John IV hitmore, 
and detach men to take the murderer. 


| HE laſt year ſeveral perſons began ſettlements at 


Pequot harbour. Lots were laid out to them, 


but part of them were ſoon diſcouraged, and left the 
plantation. This year Mr. Richard Blinman, who had 
been a miniſter in England, removed from Glouceſter 
to this new ſettlement z in conſequence of which a con- 


ſiderable addition was made to the number who had 


kept their ſtation. By the next year, 1648, there was 
ſuch an acceſhon, that the inhabitants conſiſted of more London 
than forty families. Some of the principal men were ſettled. 
> John Winthrop, Eſquire, the Reverend Mr. Blinman, 1648. 


Thomas Minot, Samuel Lothrop, Robert Allyn and 


James Avery. For their encouragement, the general 
= court granted them a three years exemption from all 


colonial taxation. Mr. Winthrop was authorized to 
ſuperintend the affairs of the plantation. The next 


* year a court was appointed for the trial of ſmall cauſes. 
> The judges were Mr. Winthrop, Thomas Minot and 


Samuel Lothrop. The Indian name of the place was 
Nameaug, alias 'Towawog. In 1654, the whole tract, 
now compriſed within the towns of New-London and 
Groton, was called Pequot, from the name of the har- 
bour and original inhabitants, By this it was known 


Z for about four years. On the 24th of March 1658, 


the aſſembly paſſed an act reſpecting it, which is ſo cu- 
rious, and expreſſive of the feelings of our anceſtors 
towards their native country, as renders it worthy of 
publication. | 

„ WHEREAS it hath been the commendable practice 
* of the inhabitants of all the colonies of theſe parts, 
that as this country hath its denomination from our 
« dear native country of England, and thence is called 


of moſt new plantations, have given names to thoſc 
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New- 


The a&t 
of aſſem · 
bly reſ- 
tc : b > pecting 
« New-England ; ſo the planters, in their firſt ſettling its name. 
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Book I. „ plantations of ſome cities and towns in England, 5 
WM « thereby intending to keep up, and leave to poſterit 3 
164%. the memorial of ſeveral places of note there, as Bol. B 


« ton, Hartford, Windſor, York, Ipſwich, Braintree, 3 
« Exeter; this court conſidering, that there hath yet = 
e no place in any of the colonies, been named in mem. : 1 
& ory of the city of London, there being a new plant. 5 
tion within this juriſdiction of Connecticut, ſettle} WE 
upon that fair river Moheagan, in the Pequot coun. A \ 
| * try, being an excellent harbour and a fit and conven. 3 
| « jent place for future trade, it being alſo the only place 7 
« which the Engliſh in theſe parts have poſſeſſed by con- Ss 
| «« queſt, and that upon a very juſt war, upon that great : 5 
1 « and warlike people, the Pequots, that therefore they 8 
1 « might thereby leave to poſterity the memory of that u 
1 © renowned city of London, from whence we had our W 
| « tranſportation, have thought fit, in honor to that fa. = 
1 mous city to call the ſaid plantation NEw-Loxnox,” = 
| | The name of the river was alſo changed and called the 3 git 
1 Thames. ; 1 ers 
A UxTiL this time the governors and magiſtrates ap- of all; 
1 road ene pear to have ſerved the people for the honor of it, and Fu 
[| . the public good- The general court took the affair in- cou 
: | to their conſideration, and granted the governor . 30 an- „ Th 
. nually. The ſame ſum was alſo voted for the depuy red 
| governor, who had preſided the preceding year. Thoſe 33 
1 appear to have been the firſt ſalaries given to any civi Wl es 
F oflicers in the colony, and to have been a compenſation We — 
5 for the expenſe of the office, rather than for the ſervice FB 
F performed. IN cire 
—_ Urox the election at Hartford, Mr. Hopkins was born 
| | 1 11 _ choſen governor and Mr. Ludlow, deputy governor. Þ deſi 
| | ford May Mr. Haynes ſupplied the vacancy made by the advance- ind 
. 18. ment of Mr. Ludlow, and Mr. Cullick was elected ma- fect. 
| giſtrate and fecretary in the place of Mr. Whiting. that 
Ix September the commiſſioners of the United colo- a 
| Commif- nies convencd at Plimouth. They were John Endicot do h 
F 3 and Simon Bradſtreet, from Maſſachuſetts; William chen 
1 n Bradford and Jown Brown from Plimouth; Governor | They 
. Hopkins and Roger Ludlow, from Connecticut; Gor- dians 
ernor Eaton and William Aſtwood, from New-Haven. 


+ Records of ConneQicut and New-London, 
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Tar Indians, both in the Nehantick and Narragan- Book I. 
ſet country, and in the weſtern parts of Connecticut, had Cw 
been more perfidious and outrageous this year than at 1648. 
any time ſince the Pequot war. The Narraganſets and p,,gqy of 
Nehanticks, inſtead of performing the fair promiſes the Nar- 
which they had made, the laſt' year, and of paying the raganſet 
wampum, which had been ſo long due, hired the Mo- Indians. 
hawks and the Pocomtock Indians to unite withthem in 
an expedition for the total deſtruction of Uncas and the 
Moheagans. The Pocomtocks made preparations and 
afſembled for the purpoſe. They waited ſeveral days 
for the arrival of the Mohawks who were to have join- 
ed them at that place. 'The Narraganſets and Nehan- 
ticks removed their old men, women and children into 
ſwamps and faſtneſſes, and prepared an army of 800 
men, who-were to form a junction with the Mohawks 
and Pocomtock Indians, in Connecticut, near the Mo- 
heagans. 

Tux governor and council, apprized of their deſigns, 

diſpatched Thomas Stanton, their interpreter, and oth- 
ers to Pocomtock. They found the Pocomtocks actu- 
ally met in arms, and waiting for the arrival of the Mo- 
hawks. It was repreſented, that the Mohawks had 
four hundred fire arms, and a plenty of ammunition. 
The Pocomtocks acknowledged, that they had been hi- 
red by the Narraganſets. Such a confederacy was 
alarming to the colony. What ſuch an army of ſava- 
ges might effect could not be determined. It was dan- 
gerous to ſuffer them to march through the colony and 
form a junction near the plantations. Several happy 
= circumſtances united their influence to fruſtrate this 
formidable combination. The early diſcovery of the 
& deſigns of the enemy, by the people of Connecticut, 
and the precautions which were taken, had a great ef- 
fect. The Pocomtocks and Mohawks were aſſured, 
that the Engliſh would defend Uncas againſt all his en- 
emies, and would avenge all injuries which they ſhould 
do him, The Mohawks had one or two of their ſa- 
chems and a number of their men killed by the French. 
They therefore did not come on. The Pocomtock In- 
dians did not chooſe to march without them; and the 
Narraganſets, thus deſerted, were afraid to proceed. 
Thus the expedition ſailed. 
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Book I. 


LYN 
1648. 
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tants of 
Rhode- 
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tion. 
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the com- 
miſſion - 
ere. 


Meſſen- 
gers ſent 
to the 
Narra- 
ganſcts. 


Further 
debate 
relative 


THE HISTORY | Cuar. IX. 


Tux Narraganſets not only plotted againſt the United 
colonies, but committed many outrages againſt the pe. 
ple of Rhode-Iſfland. They made forcible entries into 
their houſes, ſtruck and abuſed the owners, ſtole and 
purloined their goods. ' At Warwick eſpecially, they 
were exceedingly troubleſome. They killed, in that 
plantation, about à hundred cattle, excluſive of other 
injuries which they did to the inhabitants. Indeed the 
Rhode-Iſlanders were fo harrafled, that they made ap- 
plication, by their repreſentatives, to the commiſſioners, 
to be admitted to the confederation of the United colo. 
nies. | 
Tux commiſſioners replied, that they found their 

reſent ſtate to be full of confuſion and danger, and that 
they were deſirous of giving them both advice and help, 
They however obſerved, that as the plantation, made at 
Rhode-Iiland, fell within the limits of the ancient patent 
granted to the colony of New-Plimouth, they could not 
receive them as a diſtinct confederate. They repreſent. 
ed, that it was the defign of the honorable committee of 
parliament, that the limits of that colony ſhould not be 
abridged or infringed. They / propoſed, that if the 
Rhode-Iflanders would acknowledge themſelves to be 
within the limits of Plimouth colony, they would adviſe 
how they might be received, on equitable terms, with a 
tender regard for their convenience; and that they 
would afford them the fame advice and protection, 
which they did the other plantations within the United 
colomes. | 

THE commiſſioners ſent meſſengers again to the Nu. 
raganſet and Nehantick Indians to charge their treache- 
ry upon them, remonſtrate againſt their conduct, and 
demand the arrearages of wampum which were yet un. 
paid. Their outrages againſt the inhabitants of Rhode- 
Iſland were particularly noticed, and the ſachems were 
peremptorily charged to keep their men under bettet 
government. The colonies wiſhed to exhibit all for 
bearance towards the Indians, and, if poſſible, to preſere 
the peace of the country. They choſe rather to reſtrail 
the natives by policy and the arts of peace, than by the 
ſword. 1-08.91 

Tux general court of Maſſachuſetts was, by no means 
pleaſed with the determination of the commiſſionet 

the laſt year, relative to the impoſt to be paid at Saſ- 


. 


Enzy.1X OF CONNECTICUT. 


177 


brook. A committee was therefore appointed to Book T. 
draught an anſwer to the obſervations and pleadings of- 


Governor Hopkins before the commiſſioners, at their 
former ſeſſions. 

Tux committee introduced their anſwer with a num- 
ber of queſtions relative to the articles of confederation. 
Some were calculated to make nothing of them, and ex- 
hibit them in a point of light entirely contemptible. 
Others related to the power of the commiſſioners, and 
to the degree in which obedience was due to their de- 
terminations. They enquired whether a noncompli- 
ance with the orders of the commiſſioners would be a 


plained, that they had not a greater number of commiſ- 
fioners, as Maffachuſetts was much larger than the oth- 
er colonies. They propoſed, that they ſhould have the 
| privilege of ſending three commiſſioners, and that the 
meetings of the confederates ſhould be triennial. They 
then proceeded to a large reply to the arguments of Gov- 
ernor Hopkins; and attempted to vindicate the reaſons 
which they had given before ys the impoſt. In 
addition to what they had formerly offered, they endeay- 
oured to ſhow, that if Springfield was benefitted, by the 
fort at Saybrook, and ought to pay the impoſt on that 
account, that New-Haven, Stamford, and all the towns 
on that ſide of the river, ought to pay it no leſs ; be- 
cauſe they had been already benefitted and might be 
bk hereafter. Since this was the caſe, as they pleaded, 
they objected againſt the commiſſioners of New-Haven, 
as diſqualified to judge in the cauſe. They alſo object- 
= cd againſt the deciſion of the commiſſioners, becauſe it 
= was made, as they ſaid, without a ſight of the Conne&- 
icut patent. They inſiſted, that if the patent had been 
= produced, there might have been ſome clauſe which 
would have helped their caſe. The committee pleaded 
2 priority of poſſeſſion. They affirmed, that the firſt 
= poſſeſſion of Saybrook fort was taken by Mr. John Win- 
= throp, in November 1635; and our poſſeſſion was be- 
fore that: for thoſe who went from Watertown, Cam- 
bridge, Roxbury and Dorcheſter, the ſummer before, 
= took poſſeſſion in our name and right; and had a com- 
miſſion of government from us, and ſome ordnance for 
their defence. And in 8 ſtate they remained a good 
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ſpace. In fine they urged, that if the impoſt were 


Wa lawful it was not expedient; that they could view it in 


1648. 


Reply of 
the com- 
miſhoners 
of Con- 
necticut. 


no other light than as a bone of contention, to inter- 
rupt their happy union and brotherly love. Indeed 
they repreſented, that it laid them under temptations 
to help themſelves in ſome other way. This was adopt- 
ed by the general court. 

GovRRNOR Hopkins and Mr. Ludlow infiſted on the 
anſwers which had been given, the laſt year, to the ar. 
guments of the general court of the Mailachuſetts, 
They attempted to ſhow, that, notwithſtanding all 
which had been urged, the arguments in. favor of the 
impoſt remained unanſwered, and in their. full force, 
They obſerved, that whatever propoſitions might have 
been made, by the Maſſachuſetts, in 1638, with reſpect 
to the exemption of plantations under their government 


from an impoſt, nothing was ever granted upon that 


head : That affairs were now in a very different ſtate 
from what they were at the time of the confederation, 
They urged, that now the charge of the fort and garri- 
ſon, at Saybrook, lay upon the colony; which was not 
the caſe at that time; and, that nothing could be fairly 
pleaded from the circumſtances in which the colonies 
confederated. 

Wir reſpect to priority of right, and the commil- 
ſion which had been mentioned they obſerved, that the 
commiſſion of government was taken ſaluo jure of the 
intereſt of the gentlemen who had the patent of Con- 
neRicut, this commiſſion taking riſe from the deſire of 
the people that removed, who judged it inexpedient to 
go away without any frame of government, not from 
any claim of the Maſlachuſetts juriſdiction over them by 


virtue of patent. 


Wirz reference to the deciſion of the commiſſioners 
without jening the Connecticut patent, they obſerved, 
that a copy of it was exhibited at the time of the con- 
federation, that it had been well known to manp, and 
that the Maſſachuſetts in particular knew, that it had re- 
cently been owned by the honorable committee of par- 
hament, and that equal reſpe& and power had been 
given by it to all within its limits, as had been either to 
Maſſachuſetts or Plimouth, within the limits of thei! 
reſpeCtive patents. 


nir. IX. OF CONNECTICUT. 


* earneſt defire, that in all the proceedings of the confed- 

Ccecration, truth and peace might embrace each other. 
Baut they inſiſted, that pleading for truth and righteouſ- 
neſs ought, by no means, to diſturb peace or 3 
affection. Indeed they maintained, that things whic 
were rational, and conſiſtent with truth and righteouſ- 
neſs, ſnould never be an occaſion of offence to any. 

Tu commiſſioners of Connecticut, at this time, pro- 
duced an authentic copy of their patent, and Governor 
Hopkins offered to atteſt it upon oath. As this was the 
third year ſince the affair of the impoſt had been litiga- 
ted before the commiſſioners, it was urged, that it might 
have a final iſſue, agreeable to truth and righteouſneſs, 
Governor Hopkins and Mr. Ludlow diſputed the ſouth- 

ern boundary of Maſſachuſetts, and claimed Springfield 
as lying within the limits deſcribed in the patent of 
Connecticut. 
> "'Trx commiſſioners Judged, that the objeCtions offer- 

ed againſt the gentlemen from New-Haven were inſuf- 
: ficient, and the commiſſioners from Maſſachuſetts gave 

them up. Upon the whole, after a full hearing and 
mature deliberation, the former order, in favour of Con- 
necticut, was confirmed.“ 


comfortable neighbour. He gave no anſwer to the 
complaints which had been ſtated to him, in their let- 
ter. He tranſmitted no account of the cuſtoms laid 
upon the Engliſh merchants, nor of the caſes in which 
the Dutch made ſeizures, ſo that it was extremely diffi- 
cult to know on what terms they could trade, or how to 
= eſcape fines, ſeizures, and confiſcations. 


He preferred a complaint to the commiſſioners. He 
dame in from Virginia, and gave evidence, that, when 
4 he ſailed thence he made a full payment of all the cuſ- 


— — — 0 


® Records of the United colonies. 


As to the inexpediency of the impoſt, as tending to Book I. 
diſturb the peace and brotherly love ſubſiſting between. 
the colonies, they replied, that it was their hope and 1648. 


* NoTwITHSTANDING the congratulatory letter, which trouble 
3 : - 

the commiſſioners addreſſed to Stuyveſant, the Dutch with the 
E governor, at their laſt ſeſſions, he proved not the moſt Dutch. 


Bx Stuyveſant's order, the Dutch ſeized a veſſel of Mr wer. 
Mr. Weſterhouſe, a Dutch merchant and planter at terhouſe 


New-Haven, while riding at anchor within the harbour. pe pr nar 
of the ſei. 
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Book I. toms. The commiſſioners wrote to the Dutch gover- 
cor on the ſubject, and remonſtrated againſt ſuch a fla. 
1648. rant inſult to the United colonies, and againſt the in- 
juſtice done to Mr. Weſterhouſe. They proteſted againſt 
the Dutch claim to all the lands, rivers, and ſtreams from 
Cape Hinlopen to Cape Cod; and aſſerted their claim 
to all the lands and plantations in the United colonies, 


The com- 
miſſioners 
remon- 


ſtrate and as anciently granted by the kings of England to their 


proteſl. ſubjects; and ſince purchaſed by them of the Indians, 


the original proprietors. 

AT the ſame time, they aſſured him, that they ex. 
peCted ſatisfaction both for the injury and affront in 
taking a ſhip out of one of their harbours, upon ſuch z 
challenge and title to the place, unjuſtly claimed with. 
out purchaſe, poſſeſſion, or any other conſiderable 

ound. They repreſented to him in ſtrong terms, the 
abſolute neceſſity of a meeting for the adjuſtment of 
the differences between the Dutch and the United col- 
onies. They profeſſed themſelves to be inclined to pur- 
ſue all proper counſels for that purpoſe. As his letters 
to them, as well as to the governors of Maſſachuſetts 
and New-Haven, had been expreſſed in ſuch indeter- 
minate language on the ſubject, they withed him to be 
more explicit. They avowed their determination, that, 
until fuch time as the Dutch thould come to an amica- 
ble ſettlement of the points in controverſy, neither their 
merchants, nor mariners ſhould enjoy any privilege, in 
any of the Engliſh plantations or harbours, either of an- 
choring, ſearching or ſeizures, more than the Engliſh 
did at the Manhadoes. They declared, that, if upon 
ſearch they ſhould find arms and ammunition on 
board any of the Dutch ſhips, for that miſchievous pur. 
poſe of vending them within the limits of the United 
colonies, to the Indians, they would ſeize them until 
further enquiry and ſatisfaction ſhould be made. In 
ſhort, they owned their purpoſe of treating the Dutch 
mariners and merchants in the Engliſh harbours and 
plantations, in the ſame manner, in which they treated 

the Engliſh. They declared, that, if the Dutch ſhould 
roceed to ſeize any veſſel or goods, within any of tht 
arbours of the United colonies, whether of Engliſt, 
Dutch, or any other nation, admitted to be planters in 
any of the ſaid colonies, they ſhould be neceſſitated to 
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vindicate their rights and to repair the damages by all Book I. 
juſt means.* — 
Soon after the meeting of the commiſſioners, Mr. 1643. 
John Whitmore, of Stamford, was murdered by the In- Mr. Whit- 

dians. He was a peaceable, worthy man, and one of = 
the repreſentatives of the town, in the general court at in I 
> New-Haven. He fell, as he was ſeeking cattle in the tober. 

* woods. The ſachem's ſon firft carried the news into 

' town, and reported, that one 'Toquattoes had killed him, 

and had ſome of his clothes, of which he gave a partic- 
ular deſcription. From this circumſtance, it was ſuſ- 
pected, that he was either a principal or an accomplice 

in the crime. No ſuch evidence, however, could be 
obtained as would warrant the apprehending of him. 
The Engliſh took great pains to find the remains of Mr. 
Whitmore ; but could make no diſcovery at that time. 
About twa months after, Uncas, with ſeveral of his In- 
dians, went to Stamford, and making enquiry concern- 

ing Mr. Whitmore's body, the ſachem's ſon and one 
Kehoran, another of the natives, who had been ſuſpect- 

ed, led Uncas, with his men and a number of the Eng- 
liſh, directly to the place of his remains. Upon carry- 

ing them into town, the ſachem's ſon and Kehoran fell 

a trembling, and manifeſted ſuch figns of guilt, that the 
Moheagans declared, that they were guilty. But before 

© they could be apprehended, they made their eſcape. 
The Indians at Stamford and its vicinity, either through 

© fear of their ſachem, or favor to his ſon, or from ſome 
other cauſe, charged the murder upon Toquattoes. But 
neither he, nor the other ſuſpected perſons were deliv- 
ered up, nor could the Engliſh bring them to any exam» 

E ination reſpeCting the ſubject. 

| ABOUT the ſame time it was reported, that the In- Murder 
dians, upon Long-Iſland, had, ſome years before, mur- at Long- 
dered a number of Engliſhmen, who were part of the Iſland. 
crew of a veſſel of one Mr. Cope, which had been caft 
away near the Ifland. Theſe inſtances of bloodſhed 
gave great alarm to Connecticut and New-Haven ; eſ- 

g r Stamford and the towns in that vicinity. 
Mrs. Whitmore, by letters and meſſengers, ſued for juf- 
ce againſt the murderers of her huſband. The In- 

4 dians grew haughty and inſolent, and cenſured the con- 
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duct of the Engliſh. It was dangerous to ſuffer ſuch 
crimes to be unpuniſhed, as it would embolden the na- 
tives to be conſtantly maſſacring the Engliſh. But a8 
nothing could be done, in this caſe, except by an armed 
force, it was deferred to the conſideration of the com. 
miſſioners of the United colonies. 

AT the general election, in Connecticut, Mr. Haynes 
was choſen governor, and Mr. Hopkins, deputy governor, 
Mr. Ludlow took his place again among the magif. 
trates. The other officers were as they had been the 
preceding year. | 
| Ix conſequence of the burning of the old fort at Say. 
brook, a new one was begun, the laſt year, at a place 
called the New fort hill. At this ſeſſion of the aflembly, 
orders were given, for the erecting of a new dwelling 
houſe in the fort, and for completing the works and 
buildings at Saybrook. The magiſtrates were empoy- 
cred to imprefs ſuitable hands for carrying the buſineſi 
into effect; and appropriations were made for that 
purpoſe. 5 

WxR NAS the commiſſioners of Maſſachufetts, in 
their pleadings before the commiſſioners of the United 
colonies, at their laſt ſeſſions, had expreſſed their doubts, 
whether the act of Connecticut, impoſing a duty upon 
certain articles exported from Connecticut river, had 
any reſpect to the inhabitants of Springfield, the gene- 
ral court declared, that they had particular reſpect to 
them, as under the government of the Maſſachuſetts. 
They alſo reſolved, that, in their beſt apprehenſions, 
nothing was impoſed on them more than was ſtrictly 
Juſt, or than had been impoſed on themſelves ; and 
that they ought to ſubmit to the impoſt. They declar- 
ed, that the execution of the act, with reſpect to their 
brethren at Springfield, had been deferred only that 
the judgment of the commiſſioners of the other colonies 
might be had on the premiſes. The aſſembly alſo re- 
ſolved, that they were wholly unſatisfied, that Spring- 
field did fall within the true limits of Maſſachuſetts pa- 
tent. They alfo expreſſed their earneſt wiſhes, that the 
line might be ſpeedily and fully ſettled in righteouſnels 
and peace. It was ordered, that theſe reſolutions ſhould 
be laid before the commiſſioners at their next meeting. 

Mx. LuDLow had for ſeveral years ſucceſſively been 
defired by the general court to make a collection of the 
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laws which had been enacted, and to reviſe, digeſt and Book I, 
prepare a body of laws for the colony. He had now wu 
finiſhed the work, and at this ſeſſion a code was eſtab- 1649. 
liſhed. | 
UNT1L this time puniſhments, in many inſtances, 
had been uncertain and arbitrary. They had been left 
wholly to the diſcretion of the court. Defamation had 
in ſome inſtances been puniſhed by fine, repeated ſcourg- 
ing and impriſonment.* For violation of the ſab- 
bath, there is an inſtance of impriſonment, during the 
pleaſure of the court. Unchaſtity between {ſingle per- 
ſons was ſometimes puniſhed by ſetting the delinquent 
in the pillory, and by whipping him from one town to 
another. But from this time the laws, in general, be- 
came fixed, and the puniſhment of particular crimes was 
ſpecified, ſo that delinquents might know what to ex- 
pect, when they had the temerity to tranſgreſs. 
Tu ſtatute now required a jury of twelve men: 
That in caſes in- which they were doubtful with reſpect 
to law, they ſhould bring in a Nen liquet, or ſpecial ver- 
dict; and that matter of law ſhould be determined by 
the bench, as it is at the preſent time. But if, after the 
jury had been ſent out repeatedly, the court judged they 
had miſtaken the evidence, and brought in a wrong ver- 
dict, they were authorized, in civil caſes, to impannel 
a new jury. The court alſo retained the power of leſ- 
ſening and increaſing the damages given by the jury, as 
they judged moſt equitable. All caſes of life, limb, or 
baniſhment were determined by a ſpecial jury of twelve 
able men, and a verdict could not be accepted unleſs the 
whole jury were agreed. Connecticut now had the 
appearance of a well regulated commonwealth. 
AN extraordinary meeting of the commiſſioners was Commi. 
holden this year at Boſton. The members were Thomas ſioners 
Dudley, Eſquire, Mr. Simon Bradſtreet, William Brad- meet Ju- 
& ford, Eſquire, Mr. John Brown, Edward Hopkins, ly 23. 


* D * * ; g . ** 1 1 bet 7 4 * $ 4 * 1 — 11 1 FS 1 %, U 1 * * i Þ j „ em FS. 11 2 * 5 * ig " TIA 4 — 2 & 2 a 
c rc . c 2 AS 2 ö a 


© * In 1646, one Robert Bartlet, for defamation, was ſenten- 
4 ced to ſtand in the pillory during the public lecture, then to be 
& whipped, pay £ 5, and ſuffer fix months impriſonment. This 
q your one Daniel Turner, for the ſame crime, was ſentenced to 
de whipped, and then impriſoned a month; at the month's end 
- 20 80 tothe pol. again, aua then to be bound to his good behav- 


＋ Old Connecticut code, p. 37. 
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Boox I. Eſquire, Mr. Thomas Welles, Governor Eaton and Mr, 
john Aſtwood: 
1649. Governor Eaton, in behalf of the colony of New. 
1 Fi Haven, propoſed that effectual meaſures might be im. 
Fr e mediately adopted for the ſettlement of Delaware- bay. 
of Dela - The title which a number of merchants, at New-Haven, 
ware bay had to extenſive tracts on both ſides of the river, h 
urged. virtue of fair purchaſes from the Indians, was laid he. 
fore the commiſſioners. The fertility of the ſoil, the 
healthfulneſs of the country, the convemience of the 
ſeveral rivers, the great advantages of ſettlements, and x 
well regulated trade there, not only to New-Haven, but 
to all the New-England colonies, were ſtrongly repre. 
ſented. | 
Tux commiſſioners, after a full hearing and mature 
deliberation, were of the opinion, that the circumſtan- 
ces of the colomes were ſuch, that it would not be pri- 
dent, at that time, by any public act, to encourage the 
ſettlement of thoſe tracts. Beſides the conteſt with the 
Dutch and the danger of involving the colonies in war, 
it was obſerved, that they had ſcarcely ſufficient number 
of men at home for their own defence, and the proſecu- 
tion of the neceffary affairs of their reſpective plants 
tions. 
Advice of IT was therefore recommended to the merchants and 
th- com. gentlemen at New-Haven, either to ſettle or to make 
miſſion- ae of the lands which they had, as ſhould appear moſt 
tec. cxpedient. The commiſſioners reſolved, that if any per- 
peeling it. ſons in the United colonies ſhould attempt, without 
their conſent, to make ſettlements on the lands, or to 
do any thing injurious to the rights of the purchaſers, 
that they would neither own nor protect them in the 
unjuſt attempts.* 
Reſolu- HE murder of Mr. Whitmore, and the other mur- 
tions re- der 8 which the Indians had committed againſt the Eng- 
ſpecting liſh, were fully conſidered. The commiſſioners there- 
— fore reſolved, that the guilty ſhould be delivered up; 
pron er- and if they were not, that the ſachem, at Stamford, 0! 
his ſon, ſhould be apprehended and kept in durance, ut- 
til they ſhould be ſecured, and juſtice have its courſe 
They ordered, that ſearch ſhould be made with reſpect 
to the murders, ſaid to be committed, at Long-Iſland 
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and, if evidence could be obtained, to apprehend the de- Book I. 


linquents and bring them to juſtice. 


SOMETIME before the meeting of the commiſſioners, 1 
* the Indians upon Long-Iſland perpetrated murder at Murder at 


2 
649+ 


Southhold. They roſe, in a hoſtile manner, for ſeyeral South- 
days round the town. 'The inhabitants were obliged to hold. 


arm and ſtand upon their defence againſt them for a con- 

 fiderable time; and afterwards to keep a ſtrong and vig- 

jlant guard by night. The town was not only exceed- 

* ingly alarmed and diſtrefled, but put to great expenſe. 
They therefore made application to the commiſſioners 
for relief. But they would not conſent, that the colonies 
in general ſhould bear any of the charge, in ſuch inſtan- 
ces. They determined in this caſe, as they had done 
before with reſpect to other towns in the juriſdictions of 
Connecticut and New-Haven. The colonies and towns, 
0 which had ſuffered, had been obliged to bear all the ex- 
vpenſe of defending Stamford and other places, Uncas 
and the Moheagans, in all inſtances in which they had 
not been warranted, by the particular directions of the 
commiſſioners. 


perſidious conduct towards the colonies. The alarming 
aſpect of affairs, with reſpect to them, was the occaſion gf 
this extraordinary meeting. 


Tnx Narraganſct and Nehantick Indians ſtill perſiſted Narragan- 
in their murderous deſigns againſt Uncas, and in their ſets and 

chan- 
ticks con- 
tinue 
their 


A Indian, hired by the Narraganſet and Nehantick plots. 
ſachems to kill Uncas, going on board a veſſel in the Attempt 
Thames, where he was, ran him through the breaſt with to aſſaſſi- 
a ſword. The wound, at firſt, was judged to be mortal; nate Un- 


ncas however finally recovered. At this meeting, he 


ypreſented himſelf before the commiſſioners, and com- 
plained of the aſſault made upon him; and affirmed, that 
tcheſe ſachems had hired the Mohawks and other Indiang 
pgainſt him, as well as an aſſaſſin to kill him ſecretly. He 
Zomplained alſo, that the Narraganſets had neither reſto- 
red his canoes NOT his captives, as had been expreſsly de- 
manded and ſtipulated. He prayed, that, as he had ever 
peen friendly and faithful to the colonies, they would 
Provide for his ſafety, avenge theſe outrages, and do him 
Juſtice. 
NixncRATE was examined before the commiſſioners 
pn theſe points; and it was proved, by the confeſſion of 


del them againſt Uncas. The indan, who had wound- 
# A 


e Mohawks themſelves, that the Narraganſets had hi- 
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Book I. ed Uncas, declared, that he had been hired by Peſſacus 
ud Ninigrate. Ninigrate made but a poor defence, ei. 
1649. ther of himſelf or Peſſacus. The commiſſioners diſmif. 
J ed him, entirely unſatisfied, and aſſured him, that unleſ; 
he immediately complied with the terms on which they 
had formerly agreed, they ſhould leave him to his own 

counſels. 

THe colonies were alarmed with the report, that one 
of the brothers of Saſſacus, or his fon, was about to mar. 
ry the daughter of Ninigrate : and it was conjectured, 
that the Narraganſet and Nehantick Indians were con. 
certing a plan to collect the ſcattered remains of the Pe. 
quots, and to ſet them up as a diſtinct nation with the 


| 

{ 

ſon, or brother of Saffacus, at their head. The commiſ. ] 

ſioners viewed the colonies as upon the commencement * \ 

of an Indian war, and gave directions, that they ſhoull MF *© 

be immediately prepared for any emergency. 1 f 

Petition Tx Pequots, who had been given to Uncas, had noy 2 5 
of the Pe- for more than two years revolted from him, and lic“! F 
quots. ſeparately, as a diſtinct clan. In 1647, they complain RE © 
ed to the commiſſioners, that Uncas and the Moheagan BG P 

had abuſed them. They repreſented, that, though they WIG P 

had ſubmitted and been faithful to him, aſſiſted him n WE 5 

his wars, been eſteemed his men, and paid him tribute, WE 0 

he had nevertheleſs groſsly injured them. They ſaid, WE e 

that he had required tribute of them, from time to tine, g 

upon mere pretences; and that fince they had been u N 

under him, they paid him wampum forty times. They 2 1 

ledged, that upon the death of one of his children, fe r. 

gave his ſquaw preſents, and ordered them to comfot WE 55 

her in the ſame way; and that they preſented her with: — 

hundred fathom of wampum : That Uncas was plealcd, He 

and promiſed, that, for the future, he would eſteem and 18 

treat them as Moheagans. They affirmed, that notui mii 

ſtanding this engagement, the Moheagans wronged then T nig 

in their plays, and deprived them of their juſt right» Wn 
Obachickquid, one of their chief men, complained thi: Wi 2 

Uncas had taken away his wife and uſed her as his owl. | the 

They proved, that Uncas had wounded ſome of them W. 

and plundered the whole company. They prayed, tha: Wi Fogg 

the Engliſh would interpoſe for their relief, and tak: Wa neg 

them under their protection. The petition was preſent- Wn = 

ed in the behalf of more than fixty. Mr. 

Determi- TRE commiſſioners found theſe charges ſo well ſuf- . ton 
nation up- ported, that they ordered Uncas to be reproved, and de. 8 


on it ; and. creed: that he ſhould reſtore Obachickquid his wife, and 
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damages for the injuries he had done the Pequots. Book I. 

hey alſo fined him a hundred fathom of wampum. Ne- = 
vertheleſs, as it had been determined, by Connecticut, 1649. 
that the name of the Pequots ſhould be extinguiſhed, Uncas 
and that they ſhould not dwell in their own country, it fined. 
was reſolved, that they ſhould return, and be in ſubjec- 
tion to Uncas. He was directed to receive them with- 
out revenge, and to goyern them with moderation, in all 
reſpects, as he did the Moheagans. They did not how- 
ever return to Uncas; but annually preſented their peti- 
tion to the commiſſioners to be taken under the protec- 
tion of the Engliſh, and to become their ſubjects. They 
pleaded, that though their tribe had done wrong, and 
were juſtly conquered, yet that they had killed no En- 
gliſh people; and that Wequaſh had promiſed them, if 
they would flee their country, and not injure the colonies, 
that they would do them no harm. Po eaſe them, as 
far as might be conſiſtent with former determinations, . 
the commiſſioners recommended it to Connecticut to 
provide ſome place for them, which might not injure any 

rticular town, where they might plant and dwell to- 
gether. At the ſame time, they were directed to be in 
ſubjection to Uncas; and it was again enjoined on him 
to govern them with impartiality and kindneſs. 
| MR. WESTERHOUSE renewed his complaint reſpecting Com. 
= the ſeizure of his veſſel, in the harbour of New-Haven. plaint and 
He alledged, that, beſides the loſs of his veſſel, and the petition 
advantages of trading, the prime coſt of his goods was of Mr. 
A Here z and that, after repeated application to the 8 
& Dutch governor, he had not been able to obtain the leaſt ; 
compenſation. He had therefore petitioned the govern- 
ment of New-Haven, that ſome Dutch veſſel might be 
taken by way of reprifal. He now petitioned the com- 
miſhoners for liberty to make repriſals, by way of indem- 
nification, until he ſhould obtain ſatisfaction. 

Trovcn the commiſſioners declared againſt the injuſ- Commir. 
# tice of the ſeizure, and regretted both the inſult done to fion of re- 
the United colonies, and the damages ſuſtained by Mr. Priſals 
| Weſterhouſe, yet they declined granting him a commiſſion t Brant- 
to make repriſals. They judged it expedient firſt to 
negotiate. | 

Tary therefore wrote to the Dutch governor, that Commic. 
Mr, Weſterhouſe had applied to them for a commiſſion ſioners 
to make repriſals, and that they had not granted his peti- lite to 
tion, as they wiſhed firſt to acquaint him with the mo- me bret 
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won, and to repreſent to him the equity of making repri- e 
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Book I. ſals, unleſs juſtice ſhould be done him ſome other way, 
- They again avowed their claim to all parts of the United 
1749. Colonies. They afferted the right of New-Haven to Del. ; 
aware bay, and aſſured him, that it would not be given f 

up. They complained of his letter, the laſt year, that it c 

was, in various reſpects, utifatisfying ; and that with re- Je 

gard to that dangerous ttade of atms and ammunition cat. # , 

b 

{ 


tied on with the Indians, at fort Aurania and in the Eng. 5 
Tiſh plantations, it was wholly ſilent. They obſerved, | 


that all differences, between them and the Dutch, might te 
have been amicably ſettled, had it pleaſed him to attend . 
the meeting of the commiſſioners, at Boſton, according n 
to the invitatioi which they had given him. As that was C 
not agtecable to him, they avowed their deſigns of ma- al 


king proviſion for their own ſafety. 
To prevent the vending of arms and ammunition to 
Reſolu- the Indians in the United colonies, they paſfed the fol. 
tion lowing tefolve: „That after due publication hereof, it 
—_— « ſhall not be lawful fot any Frenchman, Dutchman, ot 
arms to © petſon of any foreign nation, or any Engliſhman li- 
the na- bt ing among them, or under the government of any of 
tives. ce them, to trade with any Indian or Indians within this 
« jutiſdiction, either directly or indirectly, by themſelves 
« or others, under the penalty of confiſcation of all ſuch 
« goods and veſſels, as ſhall be found ſo trading, or the 
true value thereof, upon juſt proof of any goods 0 
&« veſſels ſo traded or trading.” 
Further Tux gentlemen from Maſſachuſetts, at this meeting 
litigation ägain brought on the diſpute between them and Connet- 
reſpecting jcut relative to the impoſt. They pretended, that Mt. 
2 Fenwiek, ſottie years before, had promiſed to join with 
Pont then, in running the line, but that as he had not done it 
Objec- and it had now been done by them, at their own expenſe, 
—_— and to their ſatisfaQtion, it ought to be 1 to al 
ſetts. others, who could make ho legal claim to the a jacent 
lands. This they inſiſted that Connecticut could not, be- 
cauſe they had no patent. 
Repiy of Tir commiſſioners from Connecticut denied the fad 
Connecti- Which had been ſtated. They inffted, that Mr. Fet- 
cut. wick never had agreed to run the line with them; and that 
their running the line, at their own expenſe, was not 
owing to any defect of his, nor on the part of Connect 
cut; for they ran the line a year before the diſpute with 
Mr. Feawick reſpecting Waratioke. Beſides, they faid, 
What he promiſed at that time, was not to run the line, 
dut td clear his claim to chat plantation. With reſpec! 
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to the patent, they acknowledged, they had not indeed Book . 
© exhibited the original, but a true copy, to the authenticity 


of which Mr. Hopkins could give oarh. 
it was well known that they had a patent; that the 
original was in England, and could not then be exhibit- 
ed; and that the Maſſachuſetts inſiſting on this point 
was an entire bar to the amicable ſettlement of the line 
between the colonics. Mr. Hopkins inſiſted, that the 
ſoutherly extent of the Maſſachuſetts patent ought firſt 
to be mutually ſettled; then he propoſed, that the line 
ſhould be run by ſkilful men, mutually choſen, and at the 
mutual expenſe of the colonies. The commiſſioners from 
Connecticut indeed declared, that it was evident, beyofid 
all doubt, that Springfield, at firſt, was ſettled in combi- 
nation with Connecticut; and, that it had been ac- 
knowledged to be ſo even by the colony of Maſſachuſetts. 
They affirmed, that when propoſitions were ſent, by Gov- 
ernor Winthrop, to the plantations upon the river, in 
1637, relative to a confederation of the- New-England 
colonies, Mr. Pyncheon, in proſecution of that deſign, 
was, in 1638, choſen and ſent as a commiſſioner from 
Connecticut, to act in their behalf: That it was at this 
time, and never before, he ſuggeſted his apprehenſions, 
that Springheld would fall within the limits of Maſſa- 
chuſetts; and that this was received as a fact without 
any evidence of what had been alledged. They ex- 
prefſed it, as their full perſuaſion, that Mr. Pyncheon's re- 
preſentations and motion, at that time, originated from 
4 pang of diſcontent which had overtaken him, in conſe- 
=. quence of a cenſure laid upon him, by the general court 
of Connecticut.“ They concluded by expreſſmg their 
earneſt wiſhes, that both the government of the Maſſa- 
chuſetts and their commiſſioners would conſider, that 
they did not comply with the advice of the commiſſioners 
relative to the * . diſpute ; and that they inſiſted 
upon what they knew could not, at that time, be obtained. 
They charged them, with an unwillingneſs to ſubmit the 
differences, ſubſiſting between them and Connecticut, to 
the mature and impartial judgment of the commiſſioners 
; of the other colonies, according to the true intent of the 
confederation. In a very modeſt and reſpectful manner, 
they referred it to the ſerious conſideration of their 
& brethren of the Maſſachuſetts, whether their conduct was 
not directly contrary to the articles and deſignof the con- 
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| * It ſeems the court had blamed him for a particular inſtance 
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Book I. federates, to which they all ought to pay a conſcientious 
Wa regard.+ 


1649. 
Final de- 
ciſton of 
the com- 
miſſion- 
ers. 

Act of 
Maffachu- 
ictts. 


Declara- 


Tux commiſſioners finally decided the controverſy in 
favor of ConneCticut. Upon this the gentlemen from 
Maſſachuſetts produced an order of their general court, 
paſſed by way of retaliation, impoſing a duty upon all 
goods belonging to any of the inhabitants of Plimouth, 
Connecticut or New-Haven, imported within the caſtle, 
or exported from any part of the bay.t 

Tris was very extraordinary indeed, as it was contrary 
to all the arguments from juſtice, liberty, expediency, or 
brotherly love, which they had pleaded againſt their ſiſtet 
colony. It was extravagant and unreaſonable, as it re. 
ſpected Connecticut; as the impolt at Saybrook affected 
the inhabitants of one of their towns only; and that ole. 
ly upon the export of two or three articles; whereas 
their impoſt was upon the inhabitants of all the plants. 
tions in the colony; and upon all their imports, as well 
as exports. With reſpect to the other colonies, who 
had laid no kind of impoſition on any of the inhabitants 
of Maſſachuſetts, it was {till more unjuſt and cruel. 

TRE commiſſioners from Plimouth, Connecticut and 

New- Haven, in conſequence of this extraordinary ach, 
drew up the following declaration and remonſtrance, ad- 
dreſſed to the general court of Maſſachuſetts. 

& A DIFFERENCE between the Maſſachuſetts and Con. 

« neCticut, concerning an impoſt at Saybrook, required 


tion of the de of Springfield, having long depended, the commil- 


commil- 
Goners. 


« fioners hoped, according to the advice at Plimoutl, 
« might, at this meeting, have been ſatisfyingly iſſued: 


cc 
c«c 
cc 
cc 
«c 
«c 
cc 
40 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
«c 


but upon the peruſal of ſome late orders made by tht 
general court of the Maſſachuſetts, they find, that the 
line on the ſouth ſide of the n juriſdiction 
is neither run; nor the place whence it ſhould be run 
agreed: That the original patent for Connecticut, ot 
an authentic exemplification thereof, (though Mr. 
Hopkins hath offered upon oath to affert the truth ol 
the copy by himſelf preſented,) is now required; and 
that a burdenſome cuſtom, is, by the Maſſachuſectts 
lately impoſed not only upon Connecticut, intereſte 
in the impoſt at Saybrook, but upon Plimouth and 
New · Haven colonies, whoſe commiſſioners, as arbi- 
trators, according to an article in the confederation 


+ Records of the United colonies, 
＋ Hatchinſon, vol. i. p. 154, 155. 
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« have been only exerciſed in the queſtion, and that Book I. 
cc upon the defire of the Maſſachuſetts, and have impar- Lat 1 
« tially, according to their belt light, declared their ap- 1649. 
« prehenſions; which cuſtom and burden, (grievous in 

« itſelf) ſeems the more unſatisfying and heavy, becauſe 

« divers of the Maſſachuſetts deputies, who had a hand 1 
« in making the law, acknowledge, and the preface im- ul. 
« ports it, that it is a return, or retaliation upon the | 
« three colonies for Saybrook : and the law requires it of 
« no other Engliſh, nor of any ſtranger of what nation | 
« ſoever. How far the premiſes agree with the law of N F 
« love, and with the tenor and import of the articles of '| 
c confederation, the commiſhoners tender and recom- | 
« mend td the ſerious conſideration of the general court 

« for the Maſſachuſetts. And in the mean time defire 

&« to be ſpared in all future agitations reſpecting Spring- 

« field. 

Governor Hutchinſon obſerves, that this law was 

produced to the diſhonor of the colony : 'That had the 
Maſſachuſetts impoſed a duty upon goods from Connect- 
icut only, they might, at leaſt, have had a colour to juſ- 
tify them; but that extending their reſentment to the 
other colonies, becauſe their commiſſioners had given 
judgment againſt them, admitted of no excuſe. It was a 
mere exertion of power, and a proof of their great ſupe- 
riority, which enabled them, in effect, to depart from the 
union, whenever they found it to be for their intereſt. 
If it had been done by a fingle magiſtrate, it would have 
been pronounced tyrannical and oppreflive. He ob- 
ſerves that, in all ages and countries, communities of 
men have done that, of which moſt of the individuals, of 
whom they conſiſted, would, acting ſeparately, have been 
alhamed.t | 

TR Maſſachuſetts treated Connecticut in the fame Manner 
ungenerous manner with reſpect to the line between the of Maſſa. 
colonies. In 1642, they employed one Nathaniel Wood- chuſetts 
ward and Solomon Saffery, whom Douglaſs calls two running 
obſcure ſailors, to run the line between them and Con- the line. 
necticut. They arbitrarily fixed a boundary, as the ex- 
act point to which three miles ſouth of every part of 
Charles river would carry them. Thence by water they 
proceeded up Connecticut river, and ſetting up their 
compaſs in the ſame latitude, as they ſuppoſed, declared, 
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Records of the United colonies, 
Hutchinſon vol. i. p. 155, 156. 
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Book I. that the line ſtruek the chimney of one Biſſell's houſe, 
[dhe molt northern building then in the town of Windſor. 
1649, This was a whole range of towns ſouth of the true line 
between the colonies. Connecticut conſidered the boun. 
dary ſixed, as entirely arbitrary, and fix or eight miles 
Further ſouth than it ought to have been, They ima. 
gined, that the error, at Windſor, was ſtill greater, as no 
proper allowance had been made for the variation of the 
needle. They viewed the manner in which this had 
been effected as contrary to all the rules of juſtice, and to 
the modes in which differences of that magnitude ouglt | 
to be accommodated. The utmoſt extent of Narraganſet 
river was their north line, and they were perſuaded, that 
this would run ſo far north as to comprehend the town 
of Springfield, and other towns in the ſame latitude, 
Therefore, neither Connecticut nor the commiſſioners of 
the United colonies conſidered any boundary as proper) 
ſettled, whence the line ſhould be run, nor any line run 
between the colonies. 
— CoNNECTICUT wiſhed to have the ſouthern boundary 
of Maſlachuſetts mutually ſettled and the line run, at the 
joint expenſe of the two colonies ; but Maſlachuſleti 
would neither confent to this, nor even allow that the 
copy of the Connecticut patent was authentic. For near- 
ly ſeventy years they eneroached upon this colony, and 
ſettled whole towns within its proper limits. 
ITnx general court of Connecticut adopted the recom- 
mendation of the commiſſioners, with reſpe to the pro- 
lybitzon of all trading of foreigners among the Indians of 
the United colonies. They made the penalty to be the 
confiſcation of all veſſels and goods employed in ſuch trade. 
Tux court alſo, after conferring with New-Haven, 
3 determined to avenge the blood of John Whitmore of 
bly's de- Stamford ;- and, cenſidering all its circumſtances, and 
termina- the conduct of the Indians in the town and bordering up- 
tion to ar- on it, reſolved, that it was lawful to make war upon them. 
derer. It was ordered, that fifty men ſhould be immcdiatcy 
__ Jdraughted, armed and vict ualled for the purpoſe of bring- 
ing the murderers to condign puniſhment, or of arreſting 
other Indians until the delinquents ſhould be delivered 
to-juttice.* "Theſe ſpirited meaſures appear to have has 
the deſired effect. The Indians at Stamford, it ſeems 
became peaceable, and there is nothing further upon the 
records reſpecting any trouble with them, 
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them. The Dutch 
| extirpate the colonies. The commiſſioners meet, and diſpatch 


OP CONNECTICUT. 
CHAPTER X. 


Cray. X. 


The commiſſoners meet and diſpatch Captain Atherton t9 
the Narraganſets. Their meſſage te Ninigrate. The 
Dutch governor arrives at Hartford, and refers the differ- 
ences between him and the colonies, to arbitrators. Their 


determination, and the line is fixed between the Engliſh and 


Dutch plantations. Agreements with Mr. Fenwick occu- 
fon general uneaſineſs. Committees are appointed to ex- 
plain and aſcertain them. Towns are invited to attend the 
committees, by their deputies, at Saybrook. An att for the 
encouragement of Mr. Winthrop in ſeeking and improving 
mines. Noravalk and Mattabeſeck ſettled and made towns. 
The colony of New- Haven make another attempt to ſettle at 
Delaware. The Dutch governor ſeizes the company, and 


fruſtrates the deſign. He purſues his former line of con- 
* towards the colonies. The reſolutions 


the com- 
miſſoners relative to his conduct, to the ſettlement of Del- 
eqvare, and the tribute to be paid by the Pequots, French 
commiſhoners. from Canada. Their propoſals. Reply to 


nor and Indians concert a plan to 


agents to the Dutch governor. They determine upon var, 
unleſs he ſhould marifeflt his innocence, and redreſs the 
grievances of the colonies. They determine on the number 


of men to be raiſed, and draw a declaration of the reaſons of 
the war. The agents return unſucceſsful. The com» 


mifſioners meet again, and determine to make war upon the 
Dutch and Narraganſet Indians. The general court of 
Maſſachuſetts refuſes to raiſe men, and prevents the war. 
Altercations betaween that general court and the commi 


; ert, and between that and the general courts of Connecticut 


and New-Haven. The alarm and diftreſs of the plan- 
rations in theſe colonies. Their general courts proteſt a- 
gainſt the court of Maſſachuſetts, as violators of the articles 
of confederation ; and write to Cromwell and the parlia« 
ment for aſſiſtance. The tumultuous flate of the inbabi- 
tants in ſeveral of the towns. 
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Book I. 
* C0URT election at Hartford. Grants to Captain Maſon. 1650. 


q PON the election at Hartford Mr. Hopkins was Election 


choſen governor, and Mr. Haynes, deputy gover- May 16, 


= nor. Mr. Clark was added to the magiſtrates. The 
court conſiſted of thirty two members; the governors, 


een aſſiſtants, and twenty deputies. 
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1650. 


Grant to 
Capt. Ma- 
ſon. 


Commiſ- 
ſiopers 
meet 
Sept. 5. 


Capt. 
Atherton 
ſent to 
Narra- 
ganſct. 


THE HISTORY Car. X. 


Tur court had granted a thouſand acres of land to 
Captain Maſon for his good ſervices in the Pequot war; 
five hundred to himſelf, and five hundred to be given to 
his five beſt officers and ſoldiers. It was now ordered, 
that the five hundred acres granted to the ſoldiers ſhould 
be laid out for them at Pequot, or in the Neanticut coun. 
try. The next year the court made a grant of Chippa. 
chauge iſland, in Miſtic bay, and a hundred and ten acre; 
of land at Miſtic, to the captain. 

Tux commiſhoners met this year at Hartford. The 
meeting conſiſted of Mr. Simon Bradſtreet and Mr, 
William Hawthorn, Mr. Thomas Prince and Mr. John 
Brown, and of Governors Hopkins and Haynes, Eaton and 
Goodyear. Governor Hopkins was choſen preſident. 

As the Narraganſets ſtill neglected to pay the tribute 
which had been ſo many years due, the commiſſioners 
diſpatched Captain Atherton of Maſſachuſetts, with twen- 
ty men, to demand and collect the arrearages. He waz 
authorized, if they ſhould not be paid, upon demand, to 
ſeize on the belt articles he could find, ro the full amoun: 
of what was due; or on Peſſacus, the chief ſachem, or 
any of his children, and carry them off. Upon his arri- 
val among the Narraganſcts, he found the ſachem recur- 
ring to his former arts, putting him off with deceitful 
and dilatory anſwers, and not ſuffering him to approach 
his preſence. In the mean time he was colleCting his 


warriors about him. The captain therefore marched 


directly to the door of his wigwam, where poſting his 
men, he entered himſelf with his piſtol in his hand, and 


ſeizing Peſſacus, by the hair of his head, drew him from 


the midſt of his attendants, declaring, that if they ſhould 
make the leaſt reſiſtance, he would diſpatch him in an 
inſtant. This bold ſtroke gave him ſuch an alarm, that 
he at once paid all the arrearages. 

NI1NIGRATE, ſachem of the Nehanticks, continuing liz 
perſidious practices, began to lay claim to the Pequot 
country, and appeared to be concerting a plan to recover 
it from the Engliſh. Captain Atherton therefore made 
him a viſit, and, according to his inſtructions, aſſured 
him, that the commiſſioners were no ſtrangers to his in- 
trigues, in marrying his daughter to the brother of Saſla- 
cus; ia collecting the Pequots under him, as though be 
deſigned to become their head; and in his claims and 
attempts reſpecting the Pequot country. He re monſtra- 
ted againſt his conduct, as directly oppoſite to all the cov- 
quants ſubſiſting between him and the Engliſh coloniei. 
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He proteſted to him, that the colonies would never ſuffer Book T. 
him to accompliſh his deſigns ; either to poſſeſs any part 
of the country, which they had conquered, or even to 1650. 
hunt within its limits. He demanded where the broth- 

er of Saflacus was? What numbers he had with him ? 

And what were his deſigns ? He inſiſted upon categori- 

cal anſwers, that the commiſſioners might order their af- 

fairs accordingly. Having, in this ſpirited manner, ac- 
compliſhed his buſineſs, he returned in ſafety. 

MEANWHILE, Stuyveſant, the Dutch governor, arri- Sept. 11, 
ved at Hartford. He had been often invited-to attend eas! fu 
the meeting of the commiſſioners, with a view to the ac- ,;,.. 
commodation of the difficulties ſubſiſting between him * 
and the Engliſh colonies. He choſe to treat by writing, * [ 
and on the 13th* day of September he introduced his cor- commen- 
reſpondence with the commiſſioners. In his letter he ces. 
complained of the encroachments made upon the Weſt- 

India company, and the injuries done them both by Con- 
necticut and New-Haven. He pretended, that the 
Dutch, in behalf of ſaid company, had purchaſed the 
lands upon the river, of the native Americans, before any 
= other nation had bought them, or laid any claim to them. 
He therefore demanded a full ſurrender of ſaid lands, 
and ſuch compenſation as the nature of the caſe required. 
He alſo complained of the act prohibiting all foreigners 
= to trade in the Engliſh colonies, and that the Engliſh ſold 
goods ſo cheap to the natives, as to ruin the trade for 
other nations. He concluded with intimations of his 
willingneſs to ſettle a general proviſional line between 
the Dutch and Engliſh plantations, by a joint writing to 
their ſuperiors in England and Holland, or by the deciſ- 
ion of agents, mutually choſen and empowered for that 
purpoſe. 

Tur commiſſioners, obſerving, that his letter was da- Piſpute 
ted at New-Netherlands, replied, that they would not reſpeaing 
treat, unleſs he would alter the name of the place where the place 
be wrote. He anſwered, that if they would not date at ef dating. 
Hartford, he would not at New-Netherlands, but at 
Connecticut. They conſented, that he ſhould date at 
Connecticut, but claimed a right for themſelves to date at 
Hartford. He gave up the right of dating at the Neth- 
erlands, and the treaty proceeded. | 

Taz commiſſioners replied to his complaints to this Reply of 
effect; That their title to Connecticut river, and the ad- the Lee 
| e dae, miſſioners 
* 23 old ſtyle as be dated, A 
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Book 1. jacent country, had been often aſſerted, and made ſufſi- 
Www ciently evident both to the Dutch and Engliſh ; and that 


1650. 


to the 
Dutch 
com- 


plaints. 


Statement 
of their 
own 
grievan- 
CES, 


Arbitra- 
tors cho- 
ſen, 


they hoped amply to prove their title to what they en. 


joyed, by patent, purchaſe, and poſſeſſion, Conſequently 


they inſiſted, that they had made no encroachments on 
the honorable Weſt-India N nor done them the 
leaſt injury. They affirmed, that they knew not what 
the Dutch claimed, nor upon what grounds: That at 
ſome times they claimed all the lands upon the river, and 
at others, a part only: That their claim was founded 
ſometimes upon one thing, and at other times upon 
another; and that it had been ſo various and uncertain 
as to involve the whole affair in obſcurity. 

WII reſpect to trade, they obſerved, that they had the 
ſame right to regulate it, within their juriſdiction, which 
the Dutch, French and other nations had to regulate it, 
within their reſpective dominions : That their merchants 
had a right to deal with the natives on ſuch terms as they 
pleaſed ; and that they preſumed they did not trade to 
their own diſadvantage. They gave intimations, that, 
if the then preſent treaty ſhould ſucceed agreeably to 
their wiſhes, they might reconſider the act of trade, and 
repeal the prohibition reſpecting foreigners. 

Tur then proceeded to a large and particular ſtate- 
ment of the grievances they ſuffered from the Dutch; 
particularly repreſenting thoſe which have been already 
noticed, in this hiſtory, with ſeveral other more recent 
injuries. 1 that the Dutch agents had gone of, 
from Hartford, without paying for the goods which they 
had taken up: That their — had refuſed to make 
any ſettlement of their accounts ; and that the Dutch 
governor had not obliged them to make payment: That 
the Dutch bought ſtolen goods, and would make no con- 
penfation to the Engliſh, whoſe property they were: 
And that they had, not only formerly, helped criminals 
to file off their irons and make their eſcape ; but that the) 
had been guilty of a recent inſtance of ſimilar conduct. 
They alledged, that a Dutch ſervant had, lately, aſſiſted 
2 criminal, committed for a capital offence, to b 
gaol and make his eſcape z and that the Dutch called 
him to no account, for ſo groſs a miſdemeanor. | 

VaR10Us letters paſſed, and ſeveral days were ſpent, 
in theſe altercations. ' At length the commiſſioners cholc 
Mr. Bradſtreet of Maſſachuſetts and Mr. Prince of Flr 
mouth, as arbitrators to hear and compoſe all difference 
with reſpect to injury and damages; to make proviſions 
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boundaries, in all places where their reſpective limits Boos, I. 


Thomas Willet and George Baxter for the ſame purpoſe. 
Both parties, in the ampleſt manner, authorized the ar- 
bitrators to hear and determine, in the moſt full and ab- 
ſolute manner, all differences between the two nations in 
this country. 

Tx arbitrators, after a full hearing of the parties, 
EF” came to the following determination, which they drew 

up in the form of an agreement. 


Hartford, upon Connecticut river, September 19th, 
4 1650, betwixt the delegates of the honored commiſ- 
4 ſioners of the United Engliſh colonies, and the dele- 
4 gates of Peter Stuyveſant, governor general of New- 

„% Netherlands, 

I. „Uroma ſerious conſideration of the differences 
„ and grievances propounded by the two Engliſh colo- 
= « nies of Connecticut and New-Haven, and the anſwer 
„made by the Dutch governor, Peter Stuyveſant, 
= < Eſquire, according to the truſt and power committed to 
= « us, as arbitrators and delegates betwixt the ſaid par- 
„ ties; We find that moſt of the offences or grievances 
= © were things done in the time, or by the order and 
„ command of Monf. Kieft, the former governor, and 
= © that the preſent honorable governor is not prepared to 
„ make anſwer to them; we therefore think meet to 
4 reſpite the full conſideration and judgment concerning 
= © them, till the preſent governor may acquaint the H. 
M. States and Weſt-India company with the partic- 
= © ulars, that ſo due reparation may accordingly be made.“ 
II. Tat commiſſioners, for New-Haven, complain- 
= © ed of ſeveral high and hoſtile injuries which they, and 
= © others of that juriſdiction, have received from and by 
= © order of the aforeſaid Monſ. Kieft, in Delaware bay 
= © and river, and in their return thence, as by their ſor- 
mer propoſitions and complaints may more fully ap- 
= © pear 3 and beſides the Engliſh right, claimed by pa- 
tent, preſented and ſhowed ſeveral purchaſes they 
have made, on both ſides the river and bay of Dela- 
Ware, of ſeveral large tracts of land unto, and ſome 
what above the Dutch houſe or fort chere, with the 
3 conſideration given to the ſaid ſachems and their com · 


t H. M. High and Mighty. 


were controverted, and to ſettle a juſt and free correſpond.· - 
ence between the parties. The Dutch governor choſe 1650. 


« ARTICLES of an agreement made and concluded at Determi- 
nation of 
the arbi- 
trators. 
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Boox I. . panies for the ſame, acknowledged and cleared by the 
— © Lande of the Indians, who they affirmed were the true 
1650. « proprietors; and teſtified by many witneſſes. They 
« alſo affirmed, that, according to the beſt of their 2 
« prehenſions, they have ſuſtained Z 1000 damage there, 
« partly by the Swediſh governor, but chiefly by order 
« from Monſ. Kieft.—And therefore required due ſat- 
« jsfaCtion, and a peaceable poſſeſſion of the aforeſaid 
4c lands, to enjoy and improve according to their juſt 
« rights. The Dutch governor, by way of anſwer, af. 
« firmed and inſiſted on the title and right to Delaware, 
« or the ſouth river, as they call it, and to the Jang 
« there, as belonging to the H. M. States and Weſt, 
« India company; and profeſſed he muſt proteſt again 
« any other claim; but is not provided to make any ſuch 
« proof, as in ſuch a treaty might be expected, nor had 
he commiſſion to treat or conclude any thing therein, 
« Upon conſideration whereof, we, the faid arbitrator 
« or delegates, wanting ſufficient light to iſſue or de. 
ic termine any thing in the premiſes, are neceſſitated to 
« leave both parties in flatu quo prius, to plead and im- 
« prove their juſt intereſt, at Delaware, for planting or 
« trading, as they ſhall ſee cauſe : Only we defire, that 
« all proceedings there, as in other places, may be ca- 
< ried on in love and peace, till the right may be further 
« conſidered and juſtly iſſued, either in Europe or here, 
cc by the two ſtates of England and Holland.” 

III. „ CONCERNING the ſeizing of Mr. Weſterhouſe' 
cc ſhip and goods, about three years ſince, in New-Haren 
c harbour, upon a claim to the place, the honored gor- 
« ernor, Peter Stuyveſant, Eſquire, profeſſed, that what 
ic paſſed in writing that way was through error of hi 
« ſecretary, his intent not being to lay any claim to the 
« place, and with all affirming, that he had orders to 
c ſeize any Dutch ſhip, or veſſel, in any of the Engliſt 
« colonies or harbours, which ſhould trade there without 
« expreſs licence or commiſſion. We therefore thin 
« jt meet, that the commiſſioners of New-Haven acceſt 
«and acquieſce in this anſwer.” 

% CONCERNING the bounds and limits betwixt the 
« Engliſh United colonies, and the Dutch province of 
« New-Netherlands, we agree as followeth.” 

I. „THAT upon Long-Ifland, a line run from the 
« weſtermoſt part of Oyſter-Bay, and ſo a ſtraight and 
6 direct line to the ſea, ſhall be the bounds betwirt tbe 
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„ Engliſh and the Dutch there, the eaſterly part to be- Book L 
long to the Engliſh, and the weſtermoſt to the Dutch. 4 
II. „Tux bounds upon the main to begin at the weſt 1650. 
« fide of Greenwich bay, being about four miles from 
« Stamford, and ſo to run a northerly line, twenty miles 
« up into the country, and after, as it ſhall be agreed, by 
« the two governments of the Dutch and New-Haven, 
« provided the ſaid line come not within ten miles of 
« Hudſon's river. And it is agreed, that the Dutch 
4 ſhall not, at any time hereafter, build any houſe or 
(C habitation within ſix miles of the ſaid line; the inhab- 
. jtants of Greenwich to remain {till further conſidera- 
= « tion thereof be had) under the government of the 
= « Dutch.” 
III. « Tax Dutch ſhall hold and enjoy all the lands 
4 in Hartford, that they are actually poſſeſſed of, known 
and ſet out by certain marks and bounds, and all the 
e remainder of the ſaid land, on both ſides of Connec- 
= © cut river, to be and remain to the Engliſh there.” 
= © AxnDitis agreed, that the aforeſaid bounds and lim- 
(its, both upon the Iſland and main, ſhall be obſerved 
and kept inviolable, both by the Engliſh of the United 
= © colonies, and all the Dutch nation, without any en- 
„ croachment or moleſtation, until a full and final de- 
termination be agreed upon, in Europe, by the mutual 
= < conſent of the two ſtates of England and Holland.” 
= © And in teſtimony of our joint conſent to the ſeveral 
= © foregoing concluſions, we have hereunto ſet our 
= © hands this 19th day of September, Anno Dom. 


W © 1650,” | 
I SIMON BRADSTREET. 
THOMAS PRINCE. 
. THOMAS WILLET. 
F . GEORGE BAXTER. 
Tur Dutch governor promiſed alſo, and his agents, 
Meſſrs. Willet and Baxter, engaged for him, that Green- 
& wich ſhould be put under the government of New-Ha- 
ben, to whom it originally belonged. It was alſo agreed, 
chat the ſame line of conduct which had been adopted, 
W with reſpect to fugitives, by the United colonies, in the 
eighth article of confederation, ſhould be ſtrictly obſerved 
between them and the Dutch, in the province of New- 
Netherlands. The Dutch governor alſo acquainted the 
s commiſſioners, that he had orders from Europe to main- 
@ {ain peace and good neighbourhood with the Engliſh in 
America; and he proceeded ſo far as to make propoſals 


200 | THE HISTORY Cray, X. 


Book I. of a nearer union and friendſhip, between the Dutch and 
Wa the United colonies. The commiſſioners declined ad. 
ing upon theſe propoſals, without conſulting their con. 
ſtituents z and recommended the conſideration of them 
to their reſpeCtive general courts. 
n this ſettlement with the Dutch ſeemed to give 
uneafi, à favorable aſpect to the affairs of the colonies, there 
neſvre- aroſe a great and general uneaſineſs in ConneQticut, 
ſpecting relative to the agreements which had been made with 
the agree- Mr, Fenwick, and to the ſtate of the accounts between 
AT him and the colony. By the firſt agreement, beſidez 
Fenwick. the impoſt on ſeveral articles exported from the mouth 
of the river, for ten years, the people were obliged to pay 
one ſhilling annually for every miſch cow and mare in 
the colony, and the ſame ſum for every ſwine killed ei. 
ther for market or private uſe. Springfield refuſed to 
pay the impoſt ; and it ſeems, that Connecticut wa 
obliged, by the conduct of Maſſachuſetts, to repeal the 
act relating to the impoſition. By reaſon of the con. 
troverſy which aroſe between Connecticut and Maſi. 
chuſetts, and ſome other circumſtances, ſeveral of the 
towns, during the two firſt years, paid but a ſmall pro- 
portion of what had been ſtipulated. The colony there- 
ſore, on the 17th of February 1646, made a new agree- 
ment with Mr. Fenwick. This was to the following 
effect : : 

THar, inſtead of all former grants, he ſhould receive 
from the colony, annually, one hundred and eighty 
pounds, for ten years. He was to collect what was due 

from Springfield, and to enjoy certain profits ariſing from 
the beaver trade. A hundred and ſeventy or eight 
pounds was alſo to be paid to him from Saybrook and 
one or two newly ſettled towns. The whole amount 
appears to have been more than 2,000, which the co- 
lony paid for the right of juriſdiction, the ordnance, arms 
and ſtores at the fort.“ As different apprehenſions had 
ariſen, reſpecting theſe agreements, and the ſtate of at- 
Feb. 5th, fairs between Mr. Fenwick and the colony, the generil 
1657. court appointed committees to meet at Saybrook to 
certain them. 'To quiet the minds of the people, notice 
was given to every town of the time and place of 
meeting of the committees, and each was authorized t9 
fend repreſentatives to hear the diſputes and report tht 
iſſue, with the reaſons of it, to their conſtituents. B 


1650. 


* Sec the agreements Numbers V and VI, 


The co 
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theſe means the inhabitants obtained general ſatisfaction. Book I. 

Mx. John Winthrop, at the election, was choſen into Lys 
the magiſtracy. The aſſembly conſiſted of thirty four 1657. 
members; twelve magiſtrates and twenty two deputies. May 15. 

Tas colony of Rhode-lſland gave great trouble to her Rhode- 
neighbours, by giving entertainment to criminals and fu- Iſland en- 
gitives. ConneCticut found it ſo prejudicial to the courſe 3 
of juſtice and to the rights of individuals, that the court ses 
reſolved to recommend the conſideration of the affair to 
the commiſſioners of the United colonies.“ 

Mx. Winthrop imagined, that Connecticut contained 
mines and minerals, which might be improved to great 
advantage to individuals, as well as to the public emolu- 
ment. Upon a motion of his, the aſſembly paſſed the 
following act. 

« WHEREAS, in this rocky country, among theſe Act to en- 
tt mountains and rocky hills, there are probabilities of he dif. 
tc mines of metals, the diſcovery of which may be of covery of 
« great advantage to the country, in raiſing a ſtaple mines. 


« commodity ; and whereas John Winthrop, Eſquire, 


s doth intend to be at charges and adventure, for the 
= © ſearch and diſcovery of ſuch mines and minerals; for 
the encouragement thereof, and of any that ſhall ad- 
„ venture with the ſaid John Winthrop, Eſquire, in the 
= © faid buſineſs, it is therefore ordered by the court, that 
= © if the ſaid John Winthrop, Eſquire, ſhall diſcover, ſet 


upon, and maintain ſuch mines of lead, copper or tin; 
or any minerals, as antimony, vitriol, black lead, al- 
lum, ſtone ſalt, ſalt ſprings, or any other the like, with- 


Y « in this juriſdiction ; and ſhall ſet up any work for the 


digging, waſhing and melting, or any other operation 
about the ſaid mines or minerals, as the nature thereof 


* requireth ; that then, the ſaid John Winthrop, Eſquire, 


his heirs, aſſociates, partners or aſſigns, ſhall enjoy for- 
everſaid mines, with the lands, wood, timber and water 
within two or three miles of ſaid mines, for the neceſ- 
ſary carrying on of the works, and maintaining of the 
workmen, and proviſion of coal for the ſame. Provi- 


i ded it be not within the bounds of any town already 
( ſettled, or any particular perſon's property; and pro- 


* Auguſtus Harriman, a Dutch trader, with his veſſel, was 
ſeized by the people of Say brookfor illicit trade with the Indians. 
art fined him £40 and confiſcated his veſſel and cargo. 


They alſo made him give it in writin under his hand, that he 
deen well rented, , c : — 2 
C 
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Book I. « vided it be not in, or bordering upon any place, that 
„ ſhall, or may, by the court, be judged fit to make 3 


165 t. « plantation of.” 
Gettle- Trovucn the eaſtern and middle parts of Norwalk had 


ment of been purchaſed more than ten years, yet there had been 
Norwalk only a few ſcattering inhabitants within its limits. But 
the laſt year, upon the petition of Nathan Ely and Rich. 
ard Olmſtead, the court gave liberty for its ſettlement, 
and ordained, that it ſhould be a town, by the name cf 
Norwalk. The weſtern part of it was purchaſed on 
the 15th of February. The inhabitants, at this time, 
conſiſted of about twenty families. About four years af. 
ter, the general court veſted them with town privileges 
The ſituation of the place is very agreeable ;z the harbour 
is pleaſant and ſafe, and the lands rich yielding plen- 
teouſly. The air is uncommonly healthful and faly. 
brious.“ 

Tre ſettlement of Mattabeſeck commenced about the 
ſame time. The principal planters were from England, 
Hartford, and Wethersfield. The greateſt number was 
from Hartford. There was a conſiderable acceſſion from 
Rowley, Chelmsford, and Woburn, in Maſflachuſett, 
By the cloſe of this year, it became conſiderably ſettled, 
In November 1653, the general court gave it the name 
of Middletown. Twenty years after, the number af 
ſhares was fixed at fifty two. This was the whole num- 
ber of the houſeholders, at that period, within the town. 


and Mid- 
dlctown. 


Tre agreement made, the laſt year, with the Dutch p 


governor, and his profeſſions of amity, encouraged tht 
Engliſh to proſecute the ſettlement of the lands, which 
they had purchaſcd, in the vicinity of the Dutch. 
Attempt Firry men from New-Haven and Totoket, made 
to ſettle preparations to ſettle their lands at Delaware. Tiw 
Delaware. fpring, they hired a veſſel to tranſport themſelves and 
their effects into thoſe parts. They had a commiſſion 
from Governor Eaton ; and he wrote an amicable letter 
to the Dutch governor, acquainting him with their de- 
ſign ; aſſuring him, that, according to the agreement at 


* 


* From the ſirſt ſettlement of the town to 1732, a term 0 
more than 80 years, there was no general ſickneſs, except the 
meaſles, in the town. From 1715, to 1719, there died in that 
large town twelve perſons only. Out of one train band, cel. 
fiſting of a hundred men, there died not one perfon, from 1710 
to 1730, during the term of fourteen years. Mrs. Hanford, be, 
lict of the firſt miniſter of the town, died Sept rath, 1730, %+ 
10 years. Manuſcripts of the Rev. Moſcs Dickinſon. 
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Hartford, they would ſettle upon their own lands and Book 1. 


give no diſturbance to their neighbours. A letter, of LH 
the ſame import, was alſo addreſſed to him from the gov- 1651. 
ernor of Maſſachuſetts. But no ſooner had Governor 
Stuyveſant received the letters, than he arreſted the bear- 

ers, and committed them cloſe priſoners, under guard. 

Then ſending for the maſter of the veſſel to come on New-Ha- 
ſhore, that he might ſpeak with him, he arreſted and 1 
committed him. Others, as they came on ſhore, to viſit ee 4 
and aſſiſt their neighbours, were confined with them. 3 ar 
The Dutch governor deſired to fee their commiſſion, Butch 


promiſing it ſhould be returned when he had taken a copy. S0 rnor. 


But when it was demanded of him he would not return 
it to them. Nor would he releaſe the men from con- 
finement, until he had forced them to give it under their 
hands, that they would not proſecute their voyage; but, 
without loſs of time, return to New-Haven. He threat- 
ened, that, if he ſhould afterwards find any of them at 
Delaware, he would not only ſeize their goods, but ſend 
them priſoners into Holland. He alſo cauſed a conſid- 
erable part of the eſtate of the inhabitants of Southamp- 
ton to be attached, and would not ſuffer them to remove 
it within the juriſdiction of the Engliſh. Captain Tap- 
ping, Mr. Fordham and others therefore complained and 
petitioned to the commiſſioners for redreſs. 

THey met this year at New-Haven. The members Commit. 
were Mr. Bradſtreet and Captain John Hawthorne, Mr. A 
John Brown and Mr. Timothy Hatherly, Governor Hop- 3 
kins and Mr. Ludlow, Governors Eaton and Goodyear. Haven 
Governor Eaton was choſen preſident. Sept 14. 


JasrEx CRAXE and William "Tuttle, in behalf of them- petition 


ſelves and many others, inhabitants of New-Haven and eipecting 
Totoket, preſented a petition to the commiſſioners, com- Delaware. 


plaining of the treatment which they had received from 
the Dutch governor, and repreſenting, that they had ſuſ- 
tained more than three hundred pounds damage, beſides 
the inſult and injury done to the United colonies. They 
ſhowed, that the Dutch had ſeized, and were about to 
fortify, upon the very lands which they had bought of 
the original proprietors at Delaware: That, had it not 
been for the injuſtice and violence of the Dutch, the 
New-England colonies might have been greatly enlarged, 
by ſettlements in thoſe parts ; that the goſpel might have 
been publiſhed to the natives, and much good done, not 
only to the colonies, at preſent, but to poſterity. 'They 
allo repreſented, that the Dutch were, by gifts and art, 
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enticing the Engliſh to make ſettlements under their ju- 
riſdiction. They inſiſted, that ſuffering them thus to in- 
ſult the Engliſh, and to ſeize on lands to which they 
could ſhew no juſt claim, would encourage them to drive 
them from their other ſettlements, and to ſeize on their 
lands and property, whenever they pleaſed ; and that it 
would make them contemptible among the natives, a3 
well as among all other nations. They prefled the com. 
miſſioners therefore to act with ſpirit, and immediately 
to redreſs the injuries which had been done to them and 
the colonies. | 

Tart commiſſioners nevertheleſs declined acting againſt 
the Dutch, without previouſly writing, and attempting to 
obtain redreſs by negotiation. They wrote to Stuyve. 


ftrate and fant, infiſting, that he had acted in direct contravention 


of the agreement at Hartford, and noticed, that, in a let. 
ter to Governor Eaton, he had threatened force of arms 
and bloodfhed to any, who ſhould go to make ſettlements 
upon their lands, at Delaware, to which he was unable 
to ſhow any claim, They repreſented to him how def. 
cient it appeared, at Hartford, not only to the commiſ- 
ſioners, but even to the arbitrators of his own chooſing, 
They charge him with a breach of the engagement of 
Mr. Willet and Mr. Baxter, in his behalf, with reſpec 
to the reſtoration of Greenwich to the government of 
New-Haven. They remonſtrated againſt his conduct 
in impriſoning the people of New-Haven and Totoket, 
in detaining their commiſſion, and fruſtrating their voy- 
age; and alſo in beginning to erect fortifications upon 
the lands of the New-Haven people at Delaware. They 
alfirme d, that they had as good a right to the Manha- 
does, as the Dutch had to thoſe lands. They declared, 
that the colonies had juſt cauſe to vindicate and promote 
their intereſts, and to redreſs the injuries which had been 
done to their confederates. They proteſted, that what- 
ever inconveniences or miſchief might ariſe upon it would 
be wholly chargeable to his, unneighbourly and unjuſt 
conduct. | 

AT the ſame time, for the encouragement of the peti- 
tioners, they reſolved, that if, at any time, within twelve 
months, they ſhould attempt the ſettlement of their lands, 


the ſettle- at Delaware, and, at their own charge, tranſport a hun- 


dred and fifty, or at leaſt a hundred men, well armed, 
with a good veſſel or veſſels for ſuch an enterpriſe, wich 
a ſufficient quantity of ammunition ; and warranted by a 


* commilkon from the authority at New-Haven, that then, 


French gentlemen, Monſieur Godfroy and Monſieur Ga- 
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if they ſhould meet with any oppoſition from the Dutch Book I. 
or Swedes, they would afford them a ſufticient force for Www 
their defence. They alſo reſolved, that all Engliſh plan- 3957+ 
ters, at Delaware, either from New-Haven, or any other 


; of the United colonies, ſhould be under the juriſdiction 
of New-Haven. 


Tas Pequots among the Moheagans and Narragan- Tribute 


ſets, and thoſe who had removed to Long-Iſland, had, demanded 
co this time, neglected to pay any part of the tribute, of the Pe- 
+ which had been ſtipulated, at Hartford, in 1638, upon quots. 
condition, that the Engliſh would ſpare their lives and de- 
fend them from their enemies. 'The general court had 


given orders, that it ſhould be collected forthwith, and 
had appointed Captain Maſon to go to Long-liland, and 


demand it of the Pequots there, as well as of thoſe in oth- 
er places. 


Uncas, with a number of the Moheagans, and of They de- 


* Ninigrate's men, therefore preſented himſelf before the mand 


commiſfioners ; and, in behalf of the Pequots, paid a why it 


tribute of about three hundred fathom of wampum. He Was = 
© then, in their name, demanded, why this tribute was re- T*'T<0s 


quired ? How long it was to continue ? And whether it 


muſt be paid by the children yet unborn ? 


Tas commilſohers anſwered, that, by covenant, it had z ner 


been annually due ever ſince the year 1638: That after of the 
2 juſt war, in which the Pequots were conquered, the commiſ. 


Engliſh, to ſpare, as far as might be, the blood of the fioners. 
guilty, accepted of a ſmall tribute, as expreſſed in the 
covenant. They inſiſted, that they had a right to de- 
mand it as a juſt debt. They obſerved, that twelve years 
tribute was now due, reckoning only to the year 16503 


dut that, to ſhow their lenity, and encourage the Pequots, 


if they would behave themſelves well, and pay the trt- 
dute agreed upon, for ten years, reckoning from 1650, 


they would give them all which was due for paſt years 3 
and that, at the expiration of the ten years, they and their 
children ſhould be free. This, it ſeems, they thankful- 


ly accepted, and afterwards became as faithful friends to 
the Engliſh, as the Moheagans. They aſſiſted them in 


their wars with other Indians; eſpecially, in that againſt 
Philip and the Narraganſets. 


WutLE the commiſhoners were at New-Haven, two Prenen 


. ö e ' . agents 
briel Druillets, arrived in the capacity of commiſſioners — Can- 


from Canada. They had been ſent by the French gov- ada. 


eruor, Monſicur D' Aillebout, to treat with the United 
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colonies. They preſented three commiſſions, one from 
Monſieur D' Aillebout, another from the council of New. 
France, and a third to Monfieur Gabriel Druillets, who 
had been authorized to publiſh the doctrines and duties 
of chriſtianity among the Indians. 

IN behalf of the French in Canada, and the chriſtiani. 
zed Indians in Acadia, they petitioned for aid againſt 
the Mohawks and warriors of the ſix nations. They yr. 
ged, that the war was juſt, as the Mohawks had violated 
the moſt ſolemn leagues, and were perfidious and crue!: 
That it was a holy war, as the Acadians were converted 
Indians, and the Mohawks treated them barbarouſly, he. 
c:uſe of their chriſtianity. They infiſted, that it was: 
common concern to the French and Engliſh nations, 2 
the war with the {ix nations interrupted the trade of both, 
with the Indians in general. 

MoxsrtEvuR Druillets appeared to be a man of addref, 
He opened the caſe to the beſt advantage, diſplaying all 
his art, and employing his utmoſt ability to perſuade the 
commiſſioners to engage in the war againſt the fix nations, 
He urged, that, if they would not conſent to join in the 
war, they would at leaſt, permit the enliſtment of volun- 
teers, in the United colonies, for the French ſervice; 
and grant them a free paſſage through* the colonies, by 
land or water, as the cafe might require, to the Mohawk 
country. He alſo pleaded, that ths chriſtianized Indians 
might be taken under the protection of the United colo- 
nies. He made fair promiſes of the ample compentation 
which the French would make the colonies for theſe {er 
vices. He repreſented, that, if theſe points couid be 
gained, they would enter immediately upon a treaty, for 
the eſtabliſhment of a free trade between the French and 
Engliſh in all parts of America. 

Tux reply of the commiſhoners exhibits policy and 
prudence ; ſhowing, that they were not ignorant of 
men, nor of the arts of negotiation. They anſwere6 
that they looked upon ſuch Indians, as had received the 
yoke of CazisT, with another eye, than upon thoſe vi 
worſhipped the devil: That they pitied the Acadiath 
but ſaw no way to help them, without expoſing the Eng 
liſh colonies, and their own neighbouring Indians, 
war: And that ſome of thoſe Indians profeſſed chri- 
tianity no leſs than the Acadians. They obſerved, that 
it was their deſire, by all juſt means, to keep peace W 
all men even with theſe barbarians ; and that they had 
no occaſion for war with the Mohawks ; who, in the wat 
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with the Pequots, had ſhown a real reſpect to the Engliſh Book I. 
colonies z and had never ſince committed any hoſtility C&W 
againſt them. They declared their readineſs to perform 1651. 

all offices of righteouſneſs, peace, and good neighbour- 
hood towards the French colony ; yet, that they could 
not permit the enliſting of volunteers, nor the marching 
of the French and their Indians through the colonies, 
without giving grounds of offence and war to the Mo- 
hawks, and expoſing both themſelves and the Indians 
whom they ought to protect. They obſerved, that the 
Engliſh engaged in no war until they were ſatisfied, that 
it was juſt ; nor until peace had been offered, on reaſon- 
able terms, and had been refuſed : 'That the Mohawks 
were neither in ſubjection to the Engliſh, nor in league 
with them; ſo that they had no means of informing 
themſelves what they could ſay in their own vindica- 
tion. They alſo aſſured the French ambaſladors, that 
they were exceedingly diflatisfied with that miſchievous 


trade, which the French and Dutch had carried on, and 
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ſtitill continued with the Indians, in vending them arms 
and ammunition, by which they were encouraged, and 
+ made inſolent, not only againſt the chriſtian Indians- and 


catechumens, but againſt all chriſtians, in Europe, as 
well as America. But if all other difficulties were re- 
moved, they repreſented, they had no fuch ſhort and 
convenient patlage, by land or water, as might be had 
by Hudſon's river to fort Aurania and beyond, in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Dutch. They concluded, by obſerving, 
that the honored French deputies, as they conceived, 
had full powers to ſettle a free trade between the Engliſh 
and French colonies ; but if, for reaſons beſt known to 
themſelves, it was deſigned to limit the Engliſh, by the 
lame reſtraints and prohibitions to which the unprivileged 
French were ſubjected ; not ſuſſering them to trade, un- 
til they had obtained a particular licence from the gov- 
ernor and company of New-France, they muſt wait a 
more favorable opportunity for negotiation. Such an 
opportunity, whenever it ſhould offer, they intimated 
they ſhould readily embrace.* 

Tux commiſſioners, apprehending that there was lit- T etter to 
tle proſpect of obtaining a redreſs of their grievances, Mr. Winſs 
from the Dutch, by remonſtrance and negotiation, wrote . 
to Mr. Winſlow, agent for Maſſachuſetts in Enzland, on 
the ſubject. They repreſented the claims and rights of 
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Boox I. the colonies, and the injuries which they ſuffered from 

tte Dutch. They infiſted, that their conduct was 3 

1651. high affront, not only to the colonies, but to the honor 
of the Engliſh nation. They deſired Mr. Winſlow to 
enquire how the parliament and council of ſtate eſteemed 
the ancient patents, and how any engagements of the co- 
lonies, againſt the Dutch, for the defence of their rightz, 
would be viewed by the parliament. It was deſired, that 
he would give them the earlieſt information on the ſub. 
ject. 

Capt. ; Tux people at New-Haven perſiſted in their Purpoſe 

Maſon in. of making, if poſſible, a permanent ſettlement upon their 

vited to lahds at Delaware. They were ſenſible, that ſuch wy 

remove to the ſituation of their affairs, that a leader, who was not 

Delaware. only a politician, but a man of known courage, military 
{kill and experience, would be of great importance tothe 
enterpriſe. 'They therefore made application to Captain 
Maſon to remove with them to Delaware, and take on 
him the management of the company. They made hin 
ſuch offers, that it ſeems he had a deſign of leaving the 
colony, and putting himſelf at the head of the Englih 
ſettlements in thoſe parts. But the general court, at 
Connecticut, would by no means conſent. They unan- 
imouſly defired him to entertain no thoughts of changing 
his ſituation. This appears to have prevented his going, 
and to have fruſtrated the deſign. 

: THE grand liſt of the colony appears this year, for the 
Lift of the {xi time, upon the records. There are the liſts of ſeren 
colony | . . 
Oct. 9th, towns only. The others either paid no taxes, or the 

liſts were not completed and returned. The amount of 
the whole was £75,492: 10: 6. It appears that the 
towns, at this period, were not, upon an average, more 
than equal to our common pariſhes at this day. 

Election, AT the general election, in Connecticut, in 1652, the 

May 20, former magiſtrates were re- elected. 

1653. Tak commencement of hoſtilities, the laſt year, 
between England and Holland, the perfidious manage- 
ment of the Dutch governor, with apprehenſions of the 
riſing of the Indians, ſpread a general alarm through the 
colony. 

June ;oth. Tux aſſembly convened on the 3oth of June, and 
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adopted ſeveral meaſures for the common ſafety. Ordets 19 
were given, that the cannon at Saybrook ſhould be well | fa 
mounted on carriages ; that the fort ſhould be ſupplie th 


with ammunition ; and that the inhabitants, who = 
ſcattered abroad, ſhould collect their families into it, 3 
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Ninigrate, it appeared, had ſpent the winter, at the Man- 2 In- 
© hadoes, with Stuyveſant, on the buſineſs. He had been n“ 
over Hudſon's river, among the weſtern Indians; pro- 

= cured a meeting of the ſachems; made ample declar:. 

© tions againſt the Engliſh ; and ſolicited their aid againſt 

| the colonies. He was brought back, in the ſpring, in a 


4 appeared to be diſaffected and hoſtile. Tribes, which of it. 


The Long-Illand Indians teſtified to the plot. Nine 
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hold themſelves in the beſt ſtate of readineſs for their Book I. 
common defence. 8 
Tux Indians, in the vicinity of the ſeveral plantations, 1653. 
within the colony, were required to give teſtimony of Indians re- 
their friendſhip and fidelity to the Engliſh, by delivering 9c to 
up their arms to the governor and magiſtrates. Thoſe Noir Gi, 
who refuſed were to be conſidered as enemies. April 
STUYVESANT, the Dutch governor, made no ſatisfac- 1653. 
tion for paſt injuries; but added new inſults and griey- 
ances to thoſe which were paſt, He again revive the 
claims which he had renounced at Hartford; and though 
he refrained the Dutch from open hoſtility, yet he uſed 
all his arts with the Indians to engage them to maſlacre 
the Engliſh coloniſts. 
A DISCOVERY was made, in March, that he was con- 
federate with the Indians, in a plot for the extirpation of 
the Engliſh colonies. An extraordinary meeting of the 
commiſſioners was called upon the occafion, It conſiſted , 
of Governor Endicot, Mr. Wm. Hawthorne, Wm. xgth, 
Bradford, Eſquire, Mr. John Brown, Mr. Ludlow, Cap- Commiſ- 
tain Cullick, Governor Eaton and Captain John Aſt. fioners 
wood. Governor Endicot was choſen preſident, as 
Uro a cloſe attention to the reports which had been 
ſpread, and a critical examination of the evidence, all 
the commiſſioners, except thoſe of the Maſſachuictts, 
were of the opinion, that there had been a horrid and 
execrable plot, concerted by the Dutch governor and the Plot of the 
Indians, for the deſtruction of the Engliſh colonies. Dutch 


Dutch floop, with arms and ammunition from the Dutch 
governor. The Indians, for ſome hundreds of miles, p,;qence 


before had been always friendly to the Engliſh, became 
mimical; and the Indians boaited, that they were to have 
oods from the Dutch, at half the price for which the 
ngliſh ſold them; and powder as plenty as the ſand. 


fachems, who lived in the vicinity of the Dutch, ſent 

their united teſtimony to Stamford, « that the Dutch 

* governor had ſolicited 9 by promiſing chem guns, arch 17. 
: 4 
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Book I. « powder, ſwords, wampum, coats, and waiſt-coats, to 
YN « cut off the Engliſh.” The meſſengers, who were ſent, 


1653. 


declared, „“ they were as the mouth of the nine ſaga- 
« mores who all ſpake, they would not he.” One of 
the nine ſachems afterwards came to Stamford, with 
other Indians, and teſtified the ſame. The plot waz 
confeſſed by a Wampeag and a Narraganſet Indian; and 


Vas confirmed by Indian teſtimonies from all quarters.“ 


It was expected, that a Dutch fleet would arrive, and 
that the Dutch and Indians would unite in the deſtruc. 
tion of the Engliſh plantations. It was rumored, that 
the time for the maſſacre was fixed upon the day of the 
Public election, when the freemen would be generally 


from home. 


Alarm and "THE country was exceedingly alarmed ; eſpecially 


diftreſs of Connecticut and New-Haven. 


They were gieatly 


the colo- hindered in their ploughing, ſowing, planting, and in all 


nies, 


Agents 


their affairs. They were worn down with conſtant 
watching and guarding, and put to great expenſe for the 


common ſafety. 
Six of the commiſſioners were ſatisfied, that they had 


juſt groun''s of war with the Dutch. They drew up 

eneral dec ;aration of their grievances, for the ſatisfaCtion 
of the pec ple. They alto ſtated the evidence they had of 
the conſpiracy, which they ſuppoſed was then in hand, 
They determined nevertheleſs, before they commenced 
hoſtilities againſt the Dutch, to acquaint the governor 
with the diſcovery which they had made, and to give him 
an opportunity of anſwering for himſelf. 

In the mean time letters arrived from the Dutch 
governor, in which he appeared, with great confidence, 
abſolutely to deny the plot which had been charged upon 
him. He offered to go or ſend to Boſton to clear his 
innocence ; or deſired that ſome perſons might be depu- 
ted and ſent to the Manhadoes, to examine the charges and 
receive his anſwers. Other letters arrived at the fame 
time confirming the evidence of the conſpiracy, and 
repreſenting, that the Indians were haſtened to carry it 


into execution. 
Tux commiſſioners determined to ſend agents to the 


difpatck- governor ; and with the utmoſt diſpatch made choice 0 
edtothe Francis Newman, one of the magiſtrates of New-Haven, 


Dutch 
8888 ſetts, and Mr. William Davis. They veſted them wi 


Captain John Leveret, afterwards governor of Maſſachu- 
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plenary powers to examine the whole affair, and to re- Book I. 

ceive the governor's anſwer, according to his ow] w 

propoſals. _ a: SOTI6\ 5 & 
STUYVESANT, in his letters, pretended to expreſs his Letters to 

admiration, that the Engliſh ſhould give credit to Indian _— 

teſtimony. The commiſſioners therefore, in their reply, ell. 

charged him with making uſe of heathen teſtimony 

againſt New-Haven; and obſerved, that Kieft, his 

predeceſſor, had uſed Indian teſtimonies againſt the 

Engliſh in a ſtrange manner, in a caſe of treaſon, and 

life or death. They alſo acquainted him with the blood 

uſe which the Dutch governor and his council had made 

of the conteſſion of the Japaneſe, againſt Captain Tower- 

ſon and the Engliſh chriſtians at Amboyna, though it 

was extorted by torture. 

THty wrote to Monſieur Montague and Captain 
Newton, who were of the Dutch governor's council, 
that his proteſtations of innocence gave them no fatisfac- 
tion. They charged the fiſcal,+ as well as the governor, 
with the plot. They ſtated their grievances, demanded 
ſatisfaction for paſt injuries, and ſecurity for the future. 

WHILE their agents were employed at the Manhadoes, 
they determined on the number of men to be raiſed, in g por os 
caſe of a war. For the firſt expedition they reſolved to . 
ſend out five hundred; and appointed Captain Leveret 
to the chief command. They alſo determined, that, 
ſhould they engage in war with the Dutch, the commiſ- 
ſioners of the United colonies ſhould meet at New-Haven, 
to give all neceſſary directions reſpecting the expedition, 
and to order the war in general. 

NoTw1THSTANDING the fair propoſals which Gov- The 
ernor Stuyveſant had made, he would ſubmit to no ex- Dutch 
ammation, by the agents, any further than a committee £9v<rnor 
of his own appointing ſhould conſent. Two of the com- NY 
mittee were perſons who had been complained of for | 
miſdemeanors, at Hartford ; and one of them had been 
laid under bonds for his crimes. The agents conceived, 
that the very propoſal of ſuch perſons as a committee 
was a high affront to them, to the United colonies, and 
to the Engliſh nation. Beſides, the Dutch governor 
would not ſuffer the witneſſes to ſpeak unleſs they were 
previoully laid under ſuch reſtraints as would prevent all 
bencfit from their evidence. The agents not only object- 
ed to the committee, and declined all connection with 


＋ That is, the treaſurer, 
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Boox I. them, but remonſtrated againſt the reſtraints propoſed to 
de laid on the witneſſes. Finding, that nothing could 
1653. be effected with reſpect to the deſign of their agency, they, 
in a ſpirited manner, demanded ſatisfaction for inſults 
and injuries paſt, and ſecurity againſt future abuſe, and 
took leave of the Manhadoes. 
As they returned, they took various teſtimonies re. 
Agents ſpecting the plot; ſome from the Indians, and other 
return. from the Engliſh, ſworn before proper authority. Before 
F their return, the com miſſioners were diſperſed, and the 
eneral elections were finiſhed. The courts at Connect. 
icut and New-Haven voted their reſpective quotas of 
men, appointed their officers, and gave orders, that all ne- 
ceſſary preparations ſhould be made for the deſigned en. 
| pedition. - 
| Ox the election at Hartford, the former officers were 
Magif. rechoſen. The time of election, at New-Haven, had 
trates of been changed from October to May; and this year was 
New. Ha- on the 25thof the month. The governors were the 
ow ſame as they had been for ſeveral years, Eaton and Good- 
ear. The magiſtrates were Mr. William Fowler, Mr. 
John Aſtwood, William Leet, Eſquire, Mr. Joſhua At. 
water, and Mr. Francis Newman. Mr. Atwater wa 
treaſurer, and Mr. Newman, ſecretary. 
| IMMEDIATELY on the return of the agents, from the 
Commiſ. Manhadoes, the general court of Maſſachuſetts ſummoned 
fioners another extraordinary meeting of the commiſſioners, at 
meet a» Boſton, about the laſt of May. The commiſſioners were 
8 all the ſame who compoſed the laſt meeting, except Mr. 
Bradſtreet in the room of Governor Endicot, who wa 
| obliged to attend the general court. 
THe agents made report of the treatment which they 
Agents had received from the Dutch, and of ſuch evidence 38 
make re- they had taken of the plot on their return. The com- 
Port. miſſioners were alſo certified, that the Indians, on Long- 
Iſland, had charged the fiſcal with the plot; and that 
Captain Underhill, having reported what the Indians de- 
clared, was ſeized and carried by a guard of ſoldiers from 
Fluſhing to the Manhadoes, where he was confined by 
the fiſcal until what he had reported was affirmed to bis 
face. Then he was diſmiſſed without trial, and all his 
| charges borne. No ſooner had the agents taken their de- 
| arture from the Manhadoes, than the captzin, becauſe 
[| had been active in exhibiting the evidence of the 
Dutch and Indian conſpiracy, notwithſtanding all the im- 
portant ſervices he had rendered the Dutch, was ordered 
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to depart. The commiſſioners received a letter from Book I. 
him, May 24th, repreſenting the extreme danger in 


213 


which he and all the Engliſh were, aſſuring them, that as 2953» 


neceſſity had no law, he had, like Jeptha, put his life in 
his hand to ſave Engliſh blood; and that he was 
waiting their orders, with loyalty to them and the par- 
hament, to vindicate the rights of the nation. The 
Dutch demanded, that all the Englith among them ſhould 
take an oath of fidelity to them. This, in cafe of war, 
might have obliged them to fight againſt their own na- 
tion. 

Tux people of Hempſted, at the ſame time, repre - 
ſented, that they were in the utmoſt danger, and wrote, 
in the moſt — Tok manner, for arms and ammunition to 
defend themſelves. Letters were alſo ſent from Connecti- 


cut and New-Haven, with intelligence, that the Dutch 


governor, by preſents of wampum, coats, and other arti- 
cles, was exciting the Mohawks and various Indian 
tribes to riſe and attack the Engliſh, both on Long-lſland 
aud on the main. | 
= A LoNnG letter from the Dutch governor was alſo re- 
= ceived, in which, in general terms, he excuſed himſelf 
relative to the plot; but he gave no encouragement of the 
leaſt ſatisfaction, in a ſingle inſtance z or that the colo- 
nies ſhould be more ſafe from injury and inſult for the 
future. Indeed, he ftill inſulted them; renewing the 
claims both to Connecticut and New-Haven, which he 
had given up at Hartford. 24 

ALL the commiſſioners, excepting Mr. Bradſtreet, vo- 


ted for war againſt the Dutch. He was under the influ- The cem- 
ence of the general court of Maſſachuſetts, who were miſſioners 
uſing all their arts to oppoſe the commiſſioners, and pre- - e for 


vent open hoſtility. The commiſſioners, however, ſo 
{trenuouſly urged the juſtice and neceſſity of an immedi- 
ate war with the Dutch, and fo ſpiritedly remonſtrated 
againſt the conduct of the court, as violators of the arti- 
cles of union, that they appointed a committee of confer- 
ence with them. They deſired, that a ſtatement of the 
eaſe might be made, and the advice of the elders taken 
on the ſubject. The committee of the court were Ma- 
jor Deniſon and Captain Leveret. 

Tux commiſſioners replied, that their former declara- 
tion, their letter to the Dutch governor, and the evi- 
dence before them, afforded clear and ſufficient light in 
the affair. Nevertheleſs they appointed Captain Haw- 
morne, Mr. Bradford und Governor Eaton a committee 
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to confer with the gentlemen appointed by the court. 
Governor Eaton drew a ſtate of the caſe, in behalf of the 
committee of the commiſhoners. 'The committee from 
the general court would not conſent to it, but drew a2 
ſtazement of their own. Under the influence of the 
general court, and the different repreſentation which 
their committee had made, the elders gave their opinion: 

«© Har the proofs and preſumptions of the execrable 
« plot, tending to the deſtruction of ſo many of the dear 
« faints of Gop, imputed to the Dutch governor and the 
« fiſcal, were of ſuch weight as to induce them to he. 
« heve the reality of it; yet they were not ſo fully con- 
« clufive as to clear up a preſent proceeding to war be. 
« fore the world; and to bear up their hearts with that 
« fulneſs of perſuaſion which was meet in commenting 
« the cafe to God, in prayer, and to the people in exhor. 
« tations; and that it would be ſafeſt for the colonies 
« to forbear the uſe of the ſword ; but adviſed to be in 2 
« poſture of defence and readineſs for action until the 
« mind of Gop ſhould be more clearly known, cither 
« for a more ſettled peace, or manifeſt grounds of war. 

Ir ſeems, that the affair was very partially referred to 
the miniſters, whether the evidence of the plot was {o 
clear as to warrant a war; whereas this was but one dir. 


cumſtance among many, which might render it juſt aud 


necefiary. Theſe ought to have been conſidered no lets 
than the other. 'The deputies of the court concurred 
with the clergy. 

Id the mean time, all the commiſſioners, except Mr. 
Bradſtreet, continued determined for war. Governor 
Eaton inſiſted, that the Dutch had, for many years, dur- 
ing a ſucceſſion of governors, multiplied injuries and 
hoſtile aſfronts, with treachery and falſehood, againſt the 
Engliſh, to their very great damage : That theſe injuries 
had been fully and repeatedly repreſented to them, and 
ſatisfaction demanded ; yet that nothing had been recci- 
ed, in return, but dilatory, falſe, and offenſive anſwers. 
He obſerved, that the governor and his aſſociates had 
been formerly ſuſpected and accuſed of inſtigating the 
Indians againſt the Engliſh ; and that now a treacherous 
and bloody plot had been diſcovered, and charged upon 
him and his fiſcal, by more witneſſes than could have 
been expected; that by it the peace of the country had 
been diſturbed, their own lives, the lives of their chil- 
dren and all their connections had been in conſtant jeop- 
ardy : That though they had allowed the Dutch gover- 
nor a fair opportunity of clearing himſelf, of making fat: 
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tirely oppoſed to the conduct of their general court, and 
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is faction, and ſecuring the colonies for the future; yet Book I. 
that, by his conduct, ht had increaſed the evidence of hi. 
guilt ; and that he had given the colonies no ſecurity for 1653. 4 
their future peace and ſafety; nor had they the leaſt rea- | 
ſon to expect them. He inſiſted, that the Engliſh, un- F 
der the juriſdiction of the Dutch, were in the moſt im- | 
mediate danger, not only from them, but the Indians ] 
through their inſtigation; becauſe they would not ſub- 14 
m' c to an oath to join with them in fighting againſt their ; 
cwn nation. He urged, that the infolence, treachery, 
and bitter enmity, which the Dutch had manifeſted f 
againſt the nation of England, and all the Engliſh abroad, | 
as they had opportunity, were ſufficient to aſſure them, 
that, as ſoon as the States General ſhould be able to ſend 
a ſmall fleet to the Manhadoes, the colonies could not be | 
ſafe, either in their perſons or property, by land or ſea. 1 
He further inſiſted, that the ſtate of the commonwealth 
of England and of the colonies was ſuch as called for war; 
and that, if either of the colonies ſhould refuſe to join in 
it, againſt the common enemy, and if any of the planta- 
tions, through ſuch refuſal, ſhould be deſtroyed, the 
guilt of ſuch blood would lic upon them. 

SoME faithful people in the Maſſachuſetts were en- 


* 
— 
* — - 


Mr. Nor- 


. > a ris pleads 
ventured to expreſs their opinion. 'The Reverend, Mr. for war. 


Norris of Salem ſent a writing to the commiſſioners, 

E repreſenting the neceſſity of a war. He urged, that if the 

E colonies, in their then preſent circumſtances, ſhould 

= neglect to engage in it, it would be a declaration of their 

& neutrality in the conteſt ; might be viewed in that light * 

by the parliament; and be of great and general diſſervice 1 

to their intereſts: That the ſpending of ſo much time in f 
: 
| 


parlies and treaties, after all the injuries they had received, 
and while the enemy was inſulting them, and fortifying 
againſt them, would make them contemptible among the 
| Indians : 'That it was diſhonoring Gop, in whom they i 
profeſſed to truſt, and bringing a ſcandal upon them- 
ſelves. He inſiſted, that as their brethren had ſent their * 
moan to them, and deſired their aſſiſtance, if they ſhould 
refuſe, the curſe of the Angel of the Lord againſt Meroz 
would come upon them. This, he ſaid, he preſented in | 
the name of many penſive hearts.* D [ 
eclara- | 


Bur nothing could induce the Maſſachuſetts to unite ;; | 

a . g , tion of the | 
with their brethren, in a war againſt the Dutch. The general 
general court, in direct violation of the articles of con- court of 'N 
. 5 Maſſachu- 1 
1 Records of the United colonies. ſetts. li 
- Rgcords of the United colonies. 1 


216 THE HISTORY Caay. X. 
Book I. federation, reſolved, that no determination of the com. 
Wa miſltoners, though they ſhould all agree, ſhould bind the 
1653. 
4 appear to ſuch general court to be unjuſt. This declara. 
tion gave great uneaſineſs to the commiſſioners, and to 
the filter colonies. Indeed it nearly effected a diſſolu- 
tion of their union. 
Tux commiſſioners, finding that the Maſſachuſetts 
would not ſubmit to their determination, nor afford any 
aſliſtance to her confederates, diſſolved. 
Reſolu- Ix this important eriſis, Governor Haynes called a ſpe. 
tion of the cial court, on the 25th of June. The court refolyed, 
General that the fears and diſtreſſes of the Engliſh, bordering upon 
88 the Dutch, and the damages which they had ſuſtained, 
b ſhould be forthwith repreſented to the magiſtrates in 
June 25. Maſſachuſetts : That the opinion of the court, reſpecting 

the power of the commiſhoners to make war, and the rea. 
ſons of their opinion, ſhould be communicated. The 
alſo determined, that their meſſengers ſhould humbly 
pray, that war might be carried on againſt the Dutch, ac- 
cording to the determination of the commiſſioners. The 
meſſengers were inſtructed, to uſe their influence, that 
three magiſtrates might have power to call a meeting of 
the commiſſioners, at Hartford or New-Haven, to con- 
duct the affairs of the war, as occaſion might require. 
If this could not be obtained they were to Jefre, that libs 
erty might be given to enliſt volunteers, in the Maſſa- 
chuſetts, for the defence of the colonies. 

GovRRNOR Haynes and Mr. Ludlow were appointed 
to confer with Governor Eaton and his council on the 
ſubject. The court at New-Haven were no leſs cleat 
and unanimous, in the opinion of the power of the com- 
miſſioners to declare war and make peace, than the gen- 
eral court at Connecticut; and that all the colon 
were abſolutely bound by their determination. 
colonies united in ſending the meſſengers, and in tbe 
purport of their meſſage. But nothing more could be 
obtained, than the calling of another meeting of the com- 
miſſioners at Boſton. f 

Tuxx met on the 11th of September. The reſolution 
of the general courts of Connecticut and New-Haven 
were produced, expreſſing their entire approbation 
the determination of the commiſſioners, and remonltri- 
ting againſt the declaration of the general court of Maſ⸗ 
ſachuſetts, and the ſenſe which they had put on the *. 
ticles ol confederation. 


Confer 
with 
New-Ha- 
Ven. 


Commiſ- 
ſioners 
meet 
Sept. 11. 


general court to join in an offenſive war, which ſhouldd 
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judged it might conduce moſt to peace to wave the point 
in controverſy. At the ſame time they imtimated they 
had no occaſion to anſwer them. 


other colonies, to determine, in all affairs of peace 


by one court and another. 

Tux general court, on their part, inſiſted, that the de- 
terminations of the commiſſioners could not bind them 
to a war which they could not ſee to be juſt; and that it 


their deciſions ſhould compel them to action. 

Tux commiſſioners replied, that no power could bind 
men to do that which was abſolutely unlawful ; but that 
= their authority was as abſolute, with reſpect to war and 
peace, as any authority could be; and that it was their 
province only to judge of the juſtice of the cauſe. They 
maintained that it could be no infringement of the rights 
of the colonies to be bound by the acts of their own a- 
& gents, veſted with plenary powers for thoſe very acts. 
They repreſented the religious and ſolemn manner in 
& which the confederation was made; that, by its expreſs 
= words, it was a perpetual league for them and their poſ- 
terity, in which their eight commiſſioners, or any ſix of 
them, ſhould have full power to determine all affairs of 
war and peace, leagues, aids, &c : 'That every article had 
been examined, not only by a committee of the four gen- 
eral courts, but by the whole court of Maſſachuſetts, at 
= the time when it was completed: That many prayers 
were addreſſed to heaven, for its accompliſhment, while 
it was under conſideration ; and that the carrying of it 
= Into execution had been an occaſion of abundant thankſ- 
© giving. They ſaid, that after practiſing upon it for ten 
= years, the colonies had experienced the moſt ſalutary ef- 
tects, to the great and frog advantage of all the con- 

ce 


= was inconſiſtent with the liberties of the colonies, that 


Y 
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Tux general court of Maſſachuſetts returned an an- Book J. 
ſwer to this effect, that ſince their brethren of the other 
colonies had apprehenſions different from theirs, they 1653. 


Tur commiſſioners refuſed to accept this as an anſwer. Reject 


They inſiſted, that they had ample powers, from all the the an- 
and ſwer of 


: 1 - , the gen- 
war; and that this was conſiſtent with the grammatical er : 


and true ſenſe of the articles of confederation. They of Maſſa- 
inſiſted, that it was totally inconſiſtent, not only with chuſetts. 
the articles of union, but with the welfare of the colo- Alterca- 
' nies, that they ſhould be at ſo much expenſe and trouble tions be- 
to meet and deliberate on the general intereſts of the tween 
confederates, if their determinations were to be annulled them. 


al court 


.: WW — ——ů—— 
Pe — ” . 
and —— Go. ou owns n pR_. — 


ä 2 ———— — er 
0 g > "oo A 2 . . nice" 


| x 


„„ A 22 
— 41 * ? 


— —äů— — 


3 „ . — 


* 
=” 
F 

& 3 
: 


218 


THE HISTORY CAT. X. 


Book I. federates. In theſe views, they inſiſted, that the violation 
ot it would be matter of great fin in the preſence of Goh, 


1653. 


Conduct 
of Nini. 
grate. - 


War de- 
clas ed a- 
gainſt him. 


Proteſt a- 


gainſt the 
Maſſachu 
ſetts. 


er expreſſed artfully in doubtful language. Upon there. 


and of ſcandal before men. They referred it to the ſe. 
rious conſideration of the general court, whether they 
would not, in his ſight who knew all hearts, be guilty 
this ſin and ſcandal ? | 

THe general court earneſtly requeſted, that they would 
drop the diſpute, and enter upon buſineſs. Their con. 
miſſioners alſo preſſed the ſame. But, with a ſpirit v 
magnanimity and firmneſs, becoming their charaQe;, 
they utterly refuſed ; determining, to a man, after drau. 
ing a remonſtrance againſt the Maſſachuſetts, to retur; 
to their reſpeCtive colonies, and leave the event with the 
ſupreme ruler. | | 

No ſooner had the general court intelligence of wht 
was tranſacting, than they diſpatched a writing to th: 
commiſſioners, apparently retraCting all which they hat 
before advanced in oppoſition to them. It was hower. 


ception of this, they proceeded to buſineſs. 
N1NIGRATE, ever ſince the Pequot war, had been the 
common peſt of the colonies. He had violated all hi 
contracts with them; had fallen on the Long-Iſland It 
dians, who were in alliance with the Engliſh, and (lan 
many of them; and carried others, men, women and 
children into captivity. "By his hoſtilities, he gave alam 
and trouble to the Englith plantations, on the Iſland, n 
the neighbourhood of the Indians. When meflenger 
had been ſent to him, demanding that he would vetun 
the captives and deſiſt from war, he abſolutely refuſed; 
and would give no account of his conduct. He had nov 
ſpent the winter with the Dutch governor, in concerting 
meaſures againſt the Engliſh colonies ; and had been be 
yond Hudſon's river, ſpiriting up the Indians there, a 
well as in other quarters, to a general riſing againſt them. 
The commiſſioners therefore declared war againſt hin 


and appointed the number of men and officers for the 6 


vice. They alſo again reſolved upon war againſt tht 
Dutch. All the commiſſioners joined in theſe reſolu 
tions, except Mr. Bradſtreet. But they were to no pus 
poſe. The general court refuſed to bear any part in tht 
war againſt either. | | 

Tux commiſſioners proteſted againſt the members a 


tion. They preſſed it as an indi{p-nſable duty to avenge 


the blood of innocents, who had depended on them io Þ ; 


> OO X 2 & my wg as wo A 6g oþ wow 


the court of Maſſachuſetts as violators of the confeder- Wi 


a. Ad Ol it wat 


| 


; from captivity z to protect their friends from the inſults 1653. 


That at New-Haven convened on the 12th of October, 


* 5 


poſition to the commiſſioners, and would bear no part in ſiſt in their 
* the war. Their deſertion of their confederates was oppoſi. 
matter of great injury and diſtreſs to them; eſpecially to 
Connecticut and New- Haven. They were not only ob- j,qers. 
© liged to put up with all former inſults and damages from 


ready, in fortifying and guarding againſt the Dutch and 
Indians, and had been worn down with anxiety and 
watching from the very opening of the ſpring, they were 
& ſtill left to their fears, and obliged to combine together for 
mutual defence, in the beſt manner of which they were 
capable. 


ſtinate a violation of a covenant, ſo 2 made, as this 


of the general court of Maſſachuſetts; eſpecially, of a 


tereſt the Maſſachuſetts made by thus favoring the Dutch 
is not known; but ſurely it is painful to relate the in- 
delible lain, which the legiſlature of ſo ancient and re- 


honor as men, and upon their morals as cliriſtians. 


ment, to repreſent their ſtate, and to ſolicit ſhips and men Cromwell 


Cat. X OF CONNECTICUT. 219 


ſafety, and had ſuffered on the account of their faithful- Book I. 
neſs to the colonies ; to recover their wives and children 


of barbarous and bloody men; and to vindicate the hon- 
or of themſelves and of the nation.+ N 
Tre Maſſachuſetts nevertheleſs perſiſted in their op- They per- 


tion tothe 
commiſ- 


the Dutch; but after they had been at great expenſe al- 


Few inſtances occur, in hiſtory, of ſo flagrant and ob- 


covenant made between chriſtians of the ſame nation, 
and all profeſſed brethren in the ſame faith. What in- 


ſpectable z colony have left, by this conduct, upon their 


Tux general courts of Connecticut and New-Haven 


were convoked ſoon after the return of the commiſſioners. ofthe gen 


, era courts 
and the court at Connnecticut on the 25th of November. of Con- 
Both conſidered the court of Maſſachuſetts as having »<Qucut 


wilfully violated the articles of union. The general 3 


court at New-Haven, expreſsly reſolved, « That the Maſ- AVER. | 


ſachuſetts had broken their covenant with them, in acting 
| 


| | 

Meetings | 
f 
f 
| 


directly contrary to the articles of confederation.” 

BoTH colonies therefore determined to ſeek redreſs They ad 
from the commonwealth of England. Captain Aſtwood 3 let. 
was appointed agent to the Lord Protector and parlia- ters to | 


EY” „% 7 


for the reduction of the Dutch. Connecticut and New. and the 


Haven conferred together, by their committees, and let- — 


| + Records of the United coloniet, in which this i 
recorded at large. in which this controverſy ig 
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Boox'F. ters were ſent, in the name of both the general courts, 
L containing a complete ſtatement of their cireumſtances, 
1653. It was agreed, that the addreſs to Lord Cromwell ſhould 
be concluded in the words following. 
« 'THAT unleſs the Dutch be either removed, or ſo 
« far, at leaſt, fubjected, that the colonies may be free 
« from injurious affronts, and ſecured againſt the dangers 
cc and miſchievous effects, which daily grow upon them, 
« by their plotting with the Indians, and ſurniſhing them 
« with arms againſt the Engliſh 3 and that the league 
« and confederation between the four united Englith co. 
« lonies be confirmed and ſettled according to the true 
c ſenſe, and, till this year, the continued interpretation 
ic of the articles, the peace and comfort of theſe ſmaller, 
«« weſtern colonies will be mach hazarded and more and 
« more impaired. But as they conceive it their duty 
« thus fully to repreſent their afflicted condition to your 
« excellency, ſo they humbly leave themſelves with the 
« remedies to your confideration and wifdom.” 

As Governor Hopkins was now m England, he was 
defired to give all afliftance, in his power, to the agent 
whom they had agteed to ſend. Connecticut diſpatched 
letters to the parliament, to general Monk, and Mr. 
Hopkins. 

; As Stamford was a frontier town, a guard of men 
Provide a as diſpatched for its defence. Connecticut and Neu- 
| e Haven provided a frigate of ten or twelve guns, with for- 
| fence, ty men, to defend the coaft againſt the Dutch, and to pre- 
i vent Ninigrate and his Indians from croffing the found, 
| 2 in proſecution of his hoſtile deſigns againſt the Indians 
| in alliance with the colonies.“ | 
THE rowns bordering upon the Dutch, on Long-Ifland, 
were in great alarm and diſtreis. Captain Underhill ſent 
to his friends, at Rhode-Iſland, for aſſiſtance; and with 
ſuch Engliſhmen, as he could obtain, made the beſt de- 
fence in his power. However, Hempſted and ſome 
other towns were continually harraſſed, and ſuffered much 
damage and inſult from the Dutch. 
INpEED this was a year of uncommon alarm, ex- 
nſe, and diftreſs to Connecticut and New-Haven. Early 
in the ſpring they were filled with the moſt terrible ap- 
prehenſions of a ſudden and general maſfacre. A great 
II! proportion of time was employed, by'the magiſtrates and 
principal men, in meetings of the general courts, of the 


Iv; 


| | h Records of ConneQicut and New-Haven, 
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commiſſioners, of committees and officers to conſult and Book I. 

provide for the general ſafety 3 in raiſing men and ma- wo 

king preparations for war. The common people, at the £953: 

ſame time, were called off from their labors and worn 

down with watching and guarding by night and Gay. 

Tux Dutch, at New-Netherlands, waited only for a p,,.q,. 

E reinforcement from Holland to attack and reduce the tions of a 

” Engliſh colonies. Of this, both they and the Englith Dutch 

” were in conſtant expectation. It was reported, and fear. cet. 

c, that when the ſignals ſhould be given from the Dutch 

ſſmips, the Indians would riſe, fire the Engliſh buildings, 

and begin their works of deſtruction. 

E PROVIDENCE, however, combined a number of circum- Oircum- 
* ſtances for the preſervation of the expoſed colonies. The ſtances 

defeat of the Dutch fleet by the Engliſh, and the ſpoil preſerving 

= which they made upon their trade, prevented the arrival the colo- 

of the expected reinforcements ; the Indians could not be . 

united; many of the ſachems ſaid, the Engliſh had done 

them no injury, and they would not fight them. The 

early intelligence, received by the colonies, of the plans 

& which they and the Dutch were concerting, and the con- 

© ſtant watch and guard which the plantations maintained 

diſconcerted them. By theſe means, a general attack 

upon them was prevented. 

= ANOTHER miſchef however aroſe. Some ofthe towns, Diſtur- 

and many of the people, in the colonies of Connecticut hance at 

and New-Haven, were ſo diſſatisfied that the war was Stamford 

not proſecuted againſt the Dutch, according to the reſo- and Fair- 

© lution of the commiſſioners, that they were with great . 

difficulty reſtrained from open mutiny and rebellion. 

They imagined, that Connecticut and ue were 

ſufficient to ſubdue the Dutch, and ought to have un- 

dertaken an expedition againſt them. 

E STAMFORD and Fairfield, in particular, became very 

diſorderly. The former complained, that the government 

vas bad, and the charges unreaſonable ; and that they 

Vere neglected, and deprived of their juſt privileges. 

| They pretended to ſet up for the government of England, 

| for their liberties, as they called them, in oppoſition to 

the government of the colony. They ſent to the general 

court at New-Hayen deſiring them to proſecute the war 

| 2gainſt the Dutch ; reſolved to raiſe a number of men a- 

mong themſelves ; and prayed for permiſſion to enliſt vol - 

unteers in the ſeveral towns. 

| Tre town of Fairfield held a meeting on the ſubject, 

: and determined to proſecute the war. They appointed 
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Boox I. Mr. Ludlow commander in chief. He was in the cen. 
Q tre of the evidence againſt the Dutch; had been one of 


2653» 


the commiſſioners, at the ſeveral meetings relative to the 
affair; had been zealous and active for the war; and 
conceiving himſelf and the town in eminent danger, un. 
leſs the Dutch could be removed from the neighbour. 
hood, too haſtily accepted of the appointment. Robert 
Baſſet and John Chapman were the heads of this party, 
"They attempted to foment inſurreCtions, and, without 
any inſtructions from authority, to raiſe volunteers, for 
an expedition againſt the Netherlands. 

THe general court, at New-Haven, judged that the 
ſeaſon, was too far advanced to undertake the enterpriſe, 
They nevertheleſs determined to conſult Connecticut, 
and to proceed or not, as the council there ſhould judy: 
moſt expedient. 

Ir was now the latter part of November, and it wi 
the general opinion, that thips and men could not be ſez- 
ſonably provided, 

Drury governor Goodyear and Mr. Newman ver 
diſpatched to Stamford to compoſe the minds of the peo- 
ple. They called a meeting of the town, and laboted 
to quiet them; but could make no conſiderable imprel- 
ions upon them, until they read an order of the commit- 
tee of parliament, requiring, that the plantations ſhould 
be in ſubjection to the authority of their reſpective ju- 

riſdictions. This appeared to have ſome good eſfed. 
But as the inhabitants had been at great expenſe, noton 
ly in watching and guarding the town, but in erecting 
fortifications about the meeting houſe, they inſiſted, that 
the colony ſhould bear a part of the expenſe, and provid 
2 guard during the winter. | 

Trae public burdens this year were great. The expet- 

ſes of the colony of New-Haven were about { 400. Tit 
court made ſome abatements in favour of Stamford; bu 
Baſſet and Chapman were puniſhed for attempting t 
make an inſurrection in the colony, and others were 


bound, in large bonds, to their good behaviour.“ 


Records of Ney · Haven. The general court of Connell: 
eut, at their ſeſſions in November, ordered that £20 ſhould 
paid to the ſupport of a fellowſhip in Cambridge College. 
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AFTER I. Book I. | 
THE death and character of Governor Haynes. The fret- 1654. f 
| 


men of Connecticut meet and appoint a moderator. Mr. 
Ludlow removes to Virginia. The ſpirited conduct of the | 
people at Milford, in recovering Manning's veſſel. The | | 
freemen add to the fundamental articles. Fleet arrives at 
Bofton for the reduction of the Dutch. The colonies agree 
to raiſe men to afſift the armament from England. Peace 
prevents the expedition. The general court, at New- Ha- | 
ven, charge the Maſſachuſetts ith a breach of the confed- 
eration. They refuſe to join in a war againſt Ninigrate, 
and oblige Connecticut and New-Haven to provide for the 
defence of themſelves and their allies. Ninigrate continu- 
ing his heſtile meaſures, the commiſſioners ſend meſſengers 
to him. His anſwer to them. They declare war, and 
fend an army againſt him. The art of Maſſachuſetts, and 
the deceit of Major Willard defeat the dęſigned expedition. 
T he number of ratable polls, and the amount of the liſt of 
Connecticut. The Pequots are taken under their protec- 
tion. Ninigrate perſiſting in his hoſtilities againſt the In- 
dians upon Long-Iſland, the general court adopt meaſures, 
or the-defence of the Indians and the Engliſh inhabitants 
there. Neu- Haden perfect and print their laws. The 
enſwwer of New- Haven to the proteftor's invitation, that 
they would remove to Famaica. Reply of the commiſſion- 
er to the Dutch governor. Uncas embroils the country. 
Deaths and characters of Governors Eaton and Hopkins. 
Settlement of Stonington. Mr. Winthrop choſen governor. 
The third fundamental article is altered by the freemen. 
Mr. Fitch and his chur.h and people remove to Norwich. 
Final ſettlement of accounts with the heirs of Mr. Fen- 


wick, Deputy governor Maſon refigns the Mobea gun 
lands to the colony. 
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HE colony ſuſtained a great loſs, this year, in the 
| death of Governor Haynes. He had Peen a fa- Death of 


/ 
ther to it from the beginning, employed his eſtate, coun- 2 g 
ſels, and labors, for its emolument, and borne a large 
ſhare in its hardſhips and dangers. He was a gentleman | 
from the county of Eſſex, in England, where he had an His cha | 
elegant ſeat, called Copford Hall, worth a thouſand 4” 58 5 | 
pounds ſterling a year. He came into New-England ; { 
with the reverend Mr. Hooker, in 1632, and ſettled with 
him, firſt at Cambridge in Mafſachufetts. His diſtin- p 
guilhed abilities, prudence, and piety, ſo recommended q 


224 


Book I. 
oa of Naſſachuſetts. He was not conſidered, in any ref. 
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him to the people, that, in 1635, he was choſen governor 


q 
1 3 wad 2 — 
1 A ., +443 * 


pect, inferior to Governor Winthrop. His growing 
popularity, and the fame of Mr. Hooker, who as to 
ſtrength of genius, and his lively and powerful manner 
of preaching, rivalled Mr. Cotton, were ſuppoſed to have 
had no ſmall influence upon the general court, in their 
granting liberty to Mr. Hooker and his company to re. 
move to Connecticut. There, it was judged, they would 
not ſo much eclipſe the fame, nor ſtand in the way of the 
promotion and honor of themſelves or their friends. Up- 
on his removal to Connecticut, he was choſen goyerngr 
of this colony. He appeared to be a gentleman of emi. 
nent piety, ſtrict morals, and ſound judgment. He paid 
attention to family government, inſtruction, and religion, 
His great integrity and wiſe management of all affairy, 
in private and public, ſo raiſed and fixed his character, 
in the eſteem of the people, that they always, when the 
conſtitution would permit, placed him in the chief ſeat of 
government, and continued him in it until his death. 
Mz. Hoyx1Ns was in England, and the colony had nei- 
ther governor nor deputy governor preſent, to act in it 
behalf. The freemen therefore, in February, convened, 
at Hartford, and elected Mr. Thomas Welles moderator 
of the general court, until a governor {ſhould be choſen, 
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+ The governor, by two wives, had eight children ; five ſons 
and three daughters. By his firſt, he had Robert, Hezekiah, 
John, Roger, and Mary ; and by his ſecond, Joſeph, Ruth, and 
Mabel When he came into New-England, he left his ſons, Ro- 
bert and Hezekiah, and his daughter Mary at Copford Hal. 
Upon the commencement of the civil wars in England, Robert e. 
pouſed the royal cauſe, but Hezekiah, declaring for the parla- 
megt, was afterwards promoted to the rank of major general, un- 
der Cromwell. Upon the ruin of the king's affairs, Robert wa 

ut under confinement and died without iſſue. Hezekiah en- 
joyed Copford Hall, under his father, until his deceaſe. He then 
poſſeſſed it as a paternal inheritance, and it deſcended to his heirs 
John and Roger, who came into this country with their father, 
ſometime before his death, returned to England. Roger died ol 
his paſſage, or ſoon after his arrival John ſettled in the minif 
try, at or near Colcheſter, in the county of Effex in England, 
where he left iſſue. Joſeph was ordained paſtor of the fir 
church in Hartford. Mary married Mr. Joſeph Cook in Eng: 
land, Ruth, Mr. Samuel Wyllys of Hartford, and Mabel, Mr 

ames Ruſſel of Charleſtown, in Maſſachuſetts, and all had jffve. 

he Rev. Mr. Haynes of Hartford had one ſon Jobn, a gentle- 
man of reputation, for ſome years one of the magiſtrates of tit 
colony. He had ſons, hut they died without iſſue, and the name 
became extin in this country, 
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Aso this time, there happened a great controverſy, Boox J. 
between Uncas and the inhabitants of New-London, rel- = 
ative to their reſpective limits. It ſeems, that the inhab- 1654. 
itants carried the diſpute ſo far, as to riſe and take poſ- 
ſeſſion of his forts and many of his wigwams. The aſ- Contro- 
ſembly interpoſed, and gave orders, that the Indians + oo Ds 
mould not be injured, and that the people ſhould be ac- ; 

EF countable for all damages which they had done them. 
A committee was appointed to fix the boundaries btween March rt. 
New-London and Uncas, and to compoſe all differences 
between the parties. 
EF NEARLY at the ſame time, the colony received an order Order of 
from the parliament requiring, that the Dutch ſhould be parlia- 
treated, in all reſpects, as the declared enemies of the ment. 
> commonwealth of England. In conformity to this or- 
deer, the d, and an act paſſed Beet 
der, the general court was convened, and an act paſſed tration of 
9 


ſequeſtring the Dutch houſe, lands, and property of all the Dutch 
© kinds, at Hartford, for the benefit of the commonwealth; Houſe at 
and the court alſo prohibited all perſons whatſoever from 2 
improving the premiſes, by virtue of any former claim, Pr! 222 
or title had, made, or given, by any of the Dutch nation, 

or any other perſon, without their approbation. 

ls the proclamation for a general faſt this ſpring, the 

great breach made in the colony, by the death of the 
governor, the alienation of the colonies, on the account 

of the violation of the articles of confederation, the 
ſpreading of erroneous opinions in the churches, the 
mortality which had been among the people of Maſſa- 
chuſetts, and the calamitous ſtate of the Engliſh nation, 

were particularized as matters of humiliation. 

Tux colony was, this year, deprived of Mr. Ludlow, r. Lud 
one of its chief magiſtrates. He was one of the moſt jow 3 
realous for proſecuting the war againſt the Dutch, and no the colo- 
man was more diſpleaſed, that the colonies did not fol- ny. 

2 low the determinations of the commiſſioners, He might 
apprehend himſelf to be particularly in danger at Fair- Reaſons 
3 field. Beſides, he had taken a very haſty and unadviſed — 
ſtep, in accepting the command of men to go againſt the 

* Dutch, without any legal appointment. He had doubt- 

leſs, apprehenſions of trouble on that account; or at leaſt, 
that the freemen would neglect him. For ſome or all 

of cheſe reaſons, about this time, he removed with his 
family to Virginia. He was clerk of the town of Fair- 


s + By the records of New Raven it a I 
Wo. ord W- ppears, that he was ſhip · 
bing his family and effects on f * of April. 
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Book I. field, and carried off their records and other public wri. 
a tings. Ie came from the weſt of England, with Mr, 
1654. Warham and his company. In 163g, he was choſen in. 
to the magiſtracy of the Maſſachuſetts company; and 
in 1634, deputy governor of that colony. He was twice 

elected deputy governor of Connecticut, and was every 

ear magiſtrate or deputy governor, from his firſt Coming 

into the colony, in 1625, until the time of his depa— 

ture. He appears to have been diſtinguiſhed for his abi. 

Ities, eſpecially his knowledge of the law, and the rights 

of mankind. He rendered moſt eſſential ſervices to this 
commonwealth ; was a principal, in forming its original 

civil conſtitution, and the compiler of the firſt Conneg. 

icut code, printed at Cambridge, in 1672. For juri. 

prudence he appears to have been ſecond to none, why 

came into New-England, at that time. Had he poſſoſſed 

a happier temper, he would, probably, have been the 

idol of the people, and ſhared in all the honors which they 


4 { 

could have given him. = 

NEARLY at the ſame time, an affair happened, in which 4 l 

Captain the people of Milford exhibited a noble ſpirit of zeal and 3 ( 
2 enterpriſe. One Captain Manning, maſter of a ten gun i J | 
= 425 ſbip, had been apprehended for an unlawful trade, with b 2 1 
| the Dutch, at the Manhadoes. While the affair ws ! 
upon trial before the court, at New-Haven, his men ran WE 2 

off with the ſhip, from Milford harbour. The people We <« 
completely armed and manned a veſſel with ſo much d- 

patch, that they preſſed hard upon the ſhip before ſhe = \ 

could reach the Dutch Iſland. The men, perceiving they Y t 

mult be taken, unleſs they immediately abandoned th: 8 

ſhip, made their eſcape in their boat. The fhip, thus A # 

a drift, was recovered and brought into Milford harbour, Wl tl 

and with all her goods condemned as a lawful prize. Jc 

AT the general election, Mr. Hopkins, though in Eng. 1 

Canes of land, was choſen governor. Mr. Welles was appointed 0 
2 deputy governor. Mr. Webſter, Mr. Maſon, Mr. Wit \ 
un,  throp, Mr. Cullick, Mr. Wolcott, Mr. Clark, Mr. Wy I 
lys, fon of George Wyllys, and Mr. John Talcott, Wee al 

elected magiſtrates. Mr. Cullick was ſecretary, and Mr 8 

Talcott treaſurer. 2 

3 AT this court, the freemen paſſed the following reſo⸗ 1 
9 lution, as an addition to the fundamentals of their co! 5 
damental ſtitution. That the major part of the magiſtrates, !! 8 
articles. the abſence of the governor and deputy governor, ſhall a 
t have power to call a general court; and that any gel. is 
* eral court, being legally called and met, the major par- 8 


— 4 n 8 * „ , : * 
? * T C * p = Fs 9 - * , a P 
CI PP = J g £ ag * - Dt * * „ „ Foo —_ * K * 7 * . 
p bs * * * ">. >.” 4 Sag fs". th 2 "a a / J 0 
, e * ö 4 9 3 A! * * v4 Fd >. SSA 
: Kr by n 12 7 4 = 3 f * — . wy 1 be. 9 8 % * , * AP FEE © Ls My hs 
r CO OEE s, 229%, 1t., 2 N OPS LE 9 3 = $5.4 I + * 72 * 0 


OTE Ie 


5 

4 

4 N 
1 

4 
_” 
! 
| 
Mp 
- 
* 
« 0 by. 


„ 


cnar. XI. OF CONNECTICUT. 


« of the magiſtrates and deputies then met, in the ab-. Book I. 
« ſence of the governor and deputy governor, ſhall have = 
« power to chooſe unto, and from among themſelves a 1654. 


« moderator, which being done, they ſhall be deemed as 
« legal a general Court, as if the governor or deputy 
« governor were preſent.” 


Ar the election in New-Haven, the only alteration in May 31. 


public officers, was the addition of Mr. Samuel Eaton, 
of New-Haven, to the magiſtrates, and the choice of Mr. 
Benjamin Fenn, in the room of Mr. William Fowler. 
ABouT the fame time, in anſwer to the petitions of 
Connecticut and New-Haven, Major Sedgwick and Cap- 
tain Leveret arrived at Boſton, with a fleet of three «r 
four ſhips, and a ſmall number of land forces, fent by 
Oliver Cromwell, Lord protector, for the reduction of 
the Dutch. On the 8th of June, Governor Eaton re- 
ceived a letter from his highneſs, certifying, that he had 
ſent ſhips and ammunition for the aſſiſtance of the colo- 
nies. With this came a letter from Major Sedgwick and 
Captain Leveret requeſting, that commiſhoners might be 
ſent immediately from each of the governments, to con- 
ſult with them on the objects of the deſigned expedition. 
Mr. William Leet and Mr. Jordan were appointed com- 
miſſioners for New-Haven. They were authorized to 
engage, in behalf of that juriſdiction, to furniſh all the 
men and proviſions which it could ſpare. An embargo 
was laid on all proviſions, and every meaſure adopted, that 
the utmoſt aſſiſtance might be given, in the enterpriſe. 
Such was the zeal of the general court, that they in- 
{ſtructed their commiſhoners to engage the aſſiſtance of 
that colony, though no other, except Connecticut, ſhould 
join with them. 
ON the 13th of June, the general court of ConneQi- 
cut convened, at Hartford, and appointed Major John 
Maſon and Mr. Cullick commiſſioners. They were di- 
rected to proceed with the utmoſt diſpatch to Boſton ; 


and, in behalf of Connecticut, to engage any number of 


men, not exceeding two hundred, and rather than the 
expedition ſhould tail, four or five hundred. 

Tux general court of Maſſachuſetts was convoked on 
the gth of June, but did not agree to raiſe any men them- 
ſelves. They granted liberty, nevertheleſs, for Major 
Sedgwick and Captain Leveret to raiſe five hundred vol- 
unteers. The commiſſioners finally agreed upon 80@ 
men, as ſufficient for the enterpriſe. The ſhips were to 
furniſh two hundred ſoldiers ; three hundred volunteers 


June 13th 
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Tranſac- meeting of the commiſſioners this year. 
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Book I. were to be raiſed in Maſſachuſetts ; two hundred men 
LAY were to be ſent from Connecticut; and a hundred and 


thirty three from New-Haven. But while preparations 
were making with vigor and diſpatch, the news of peace, 
between England and Holland, prevented all further 
proceedings relative to the affair, + 

Tre total defeat of the Dutch fleet, the loſs of Admi. 
ral Tromp and a great number of their merchantmen, 
made the Dutch in earneſt for peace; and it was expedi. 
tiouſly concluded, on the 5th of April. The news of it 
arrived in America, almoſt as foon as the fleet. The 
commander in chief therefore employed his forces, with 
the Maflachuſetts volunteers, in diſpMeſſing the French 
from Penobſcot, St. John's, and the adjacent coaſt, 
This was doubtleſs one object of the expedition, and not 
undertaken without orders from the protector. 

IT was not expected, that there would have been any 
Maffachuſetts 


tions reſ. had violated the articles of union, and the colonies had 


petting 
the con- 
ſedera- 
tion. 


proteſted againſt them, as breakers of the moſt ſolemn 
confederation. The general court of Maſſachuſetts had 
alſo repreſented, to the other colonies, that the articles 
needed explanation and emendation, that they might be 
conſiſtent with the rights of the feveral general courts 
Indeed, it had propoſed a meeting of the commiſſioners 
for that purpoſe. The other colonies viewed the articles 
as perfectly intelligible, and confiſtent with the rights of 
the confederates. They therefore rejected the motion, 
The general court of New-Haven had voted, that there 
was no occaſion for appointing commiſſioners that year, 

BuT on the 5th of July, Governor Eaton received i 
letter from the general court of the Maflachuſetts, waving 
an anſwer to the letter jointly written from the general 
courts of Connecticut and New-Haven, and lamely ex- 
cuſing their non-compliance with the reſolution of the 
commiſſioners, on the account of their not being able to 
apprehend the juſtice of the war with the Dutch and 


Ninigrate. They complained of the other colonies, fo! 


treating them as violators of the confederacy. They 
profeſſed themſelves to be paſſionately defirous of its con- 
tinuance, according to the genuine conſtruction of the 
articles. They gave information, that they had choſen 
commiſſioners, and had determined to empower them 35 
had been uſual. 

Tur general court, at New-Haven, replied, that 
they and the other colonies had juſtly charged them with 
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a violation of their covenant, and urged, that, according Book I. | 
to their own interpretation of the articles, they ſtood CHW | 
reſponſible to them for the infraction ; and that, accor- 1654. 
ding to the eleventh article of the confederation, they 
were to be treated by them according to the magnitude 
ol their fault. They obſerved, tliat her filter colonies 1 
had not only condemned their conduct, but had ſent meſ- 
ſengers and taken proper pains to inform them, and ad- 
juſt the difference between them; but that they had 
treated them in a very diſagreeable manner, and their 
endeavours had been to no good purpoſe. They decla- 
red, nevertheleſs, that, if the combination-might be again 
firmly ſettled, according to the original intention and 
ammatical ſenſe of the articles, they would, without 

further ſatisfaction, forgetting what was paſt, cheerful- 
ly renew their covenant, and fend their commiſhoners 
to meet, at any time and place, for that end. This was 
© ſubſcribed by the ſecretary, and ſent to Hartford to be 
& ſubſcribed by the general court of Connecticut; and to 
© be tranſmitted, in the name of each of the colonies, to 
che Maſſachuſetts. This, it ſeems, was harmonioufly 
done. 
As the general court of the Maſſachuſetts would not Nigierat 
join with her confederates, againſt Ninigrate, he proſe- ee ve y 
© cuted the war againſt the Long-Iſland Indians, and it nes hof. 
was ſuppoſed, that his deſign was to deſtroy both thoſe tile. = 
Indians and the Moheagans. For this purpoſe he had hi- 
red the Mohawks, Pocomtocks, and Wampanoags, af- 
terwards called Phillip's Indians, to aſſiſt him. By a col- | 
E leCtion of ſuch numbers of Indians, from the weſtward, 
E northward, and eaſtward, the general peace of the coun- 
= wy would have been greatly endangered, and the Long- 
Island Indians, who had put themſelves under the pro- 
tection of the Engliſh, expoſed to a total extirpation. 
They had been obliged not only to fortify themſelves, 
nnd to uſe every precaution for their own defence, but 
to ſuffer the loſs of many of their people, who had been 
Already either ſlain or captivated. 
© Tn deputy governor and council, at Connecticut, Conne&- 
© judged it an affair of ſuch importance, to defend their icut and 

Allies, and provide for their own ſafety, that they deter- N 
mined to diſpatch Major Maſon, with ammunition and 473 og 
a2 number of men, to the affiſtance of the Indians upon Montau- 
dhe Iſland, The deputy governor and Mr. Clark ac- ket In- 

| quainted Governor Eat with their views and deter- dians. 


= mination, and deſired that the colony of New-Haveu 
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Book I. would ſend Lieutenant Seely, with a detachment of 
WW men, ang with ſupplies of ammunition, to ſecond their 
1654. deſign. The court of New-Haven complied with the 
deſire of Connecticut. Lieutenant Seely had orders tq 
join Major Maſon at Saybrook. They were inſtructed 
to acquaint the Montauket Indians, that the colonies 
made them that preſent of ammunition, wholly for their 
own defence, and not to enable them to injure Ninigrate, 
or any other Indians, unleſs they ſhould make an at. 
tack upon them; and that while they continued faithful 
to the Engliſh, they would be their friends. It was or. 
dered, that, if Ninigrate ſhould invade the Long.-Iſland 
Indians, the Engliſh officers ſhould uſe their endeavour; 
- to perſuade them to peace, and to refer their difference 
to the deciſion of the commiſſioners. But if he would 
ſight, they were commanded to defend themſelves, aud 
the Indians in alliance with the colonies, in the bet 
manner they could.“ 
—— IN September, the commiſſioners convened at Hartford. 
Goners hey conſiſted of the following gentlemen, Mr. Simon 
mect Braditreet, Major Deniſon, Mr. Thomas Prince, Mr. 
Sept. 7. John Brown, Major Maſon, Mr. John Webſter, Gover- 
nor Eaton, and Mr. Francis Newman. Governor Laton 
Send meſ- was choſen preſident. They immediately diſpatched 
ſengers to meſſengers to Ninigrate, demanding his appearance at 
Niuigrate. Hartford, and the payment of the tribute ſo long due for 
the Pequots under him. On the 18th, Mr. Jonathan 
Gilbert returned, and made a report of Ninigrate's at- 
ſwer, in the words following. 
« CONCERNING the Long-Iſland Indians, he anſwered, 
His an- Wherefore ſhould he acquaint the commiſſioners, a 
ſwer. « the Long- Iſland Indians began with him, and had {lain 
« aſachem's fon and fixty of his men; and therefore he 
« will not make peace with the Long-lflanders ; but 
« doth defire that the Englith will let him alone ; and 
« that the commiſhoners would not requeſt him to go 
tc to Hartford; for he hath done no hurt. What ſhould 
« he do there? If your governor's ſon were lain and 
& ſeveral other men, would you aſk counſel of anothe! 
&« nation, how and when to right yourſelves? And ad. 
&« ded, that he would neither go nor ſend to Hartford. 
« Concerning the upland Indians + his anſwer was, that 


« they were his friends and came to help him againſt 


* Records of Connecticut and New Haven. 
Thus he called the Pocomtocks and Wampanoags. 
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ec the Long-Iflanders, who had killed ſeveral of his men. Book I. 
« Wherefore ſhould he acquaint the commiſhoners wit 


231 


« t? He did but right his own quarrel, which the 1654. 


« Long-Iflanders began with him.” With reſpeCt to 
the tribute due for the Pequots, though he had never 
paid it, yet he pretended there was none due. 

Tas commiſſioners, conſidering his perfidious con- 


duct, the laſt year, his preſent anſwer, and that lenity commit. 
and forbearance had been an encouragement of his in- fioners 


ſolence and barbarity, ordered forty horſemen and two determine 
upon war 


with Nine 


hundred and ſeventy infantry to be raiſed to chaſtiſe his 
haughtineſs. The Maſſachuſetts were to raiſe the forty 
horſemen, and a hundred and fifty three footmen; Con- 
necticut forty five, and New-Haven thirty one. Orders 
were given, that twenty horſe, from Mafiachuſetts, twen- 
ty four men, from Connecticut, and ſixteen from New- 
Haven, ſhould be immediately diſpatched into the Nehan- 
tick country. The commiſſioners nominated Major Gib- 
bons, Major Deniſon, or Captain Atherton, to the chief 
command; leaving it, in complaiſance, to the general 
court of the Maſſachuſetts, to appoint which of the three 
ſhould be moſt agreeable to them. But rejecting theſe, 
who were men of known ſpirit and enterpriſe, they ap- 
pointed Major Willard. The commiſſioners inſtructed 
him to proceed with ſuch troops, as ſhould be found at 
the place of general rendezvous, by the 13th of October, 


directly to Ninigrate's quarters, and demand of him the Willard 


Pequots, who had been put under him, and the tribute 
which was due. If Ninigrate ſhould not deliver them, 
and pay the tribute, he was required to take them by 
force. He was inſtructed to demand of Ninigrate a ceſ- 
ſation from all further hoſtilities, againſt the Long-Ifl- 
anders. If he would not comply with theſe demands, he 
kad expreſs orders to ſubdue him. If a greater number 
of men ſhould be found neceſſary, his inſtructions were 
to ſend for ſuch a number, as he ſhould judge ſufficient, 
to carry the expedition into effect. The place of ren- 
dezvous was at Thomas Stanton's in the Narraganſet 
country, When he arrived at the place appointed, he 
found that Ninigrate had fled into a ſwamp, at fourteen 
or fifteen miles diſtance from the army. He had left 
his country, corn, and wigwams, without defence, and 
they might have becn laid waſte, without loſs or danger. 
Nevertheleſs he returned, without ever advancing from 
his head quarters, or doing the enemy the leaſt damage. 


1 grate, 


Maſſachũu- 
ſetts and 


Major 


defeat 


their de» 


ſign. 
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Book I. Ano a hundred Pequots took this opportunity tg 

OY renounce the government of Ninigrate, and come off with 

16544 the army. They put themſelves under the protection 
| and government of the Engliſh. 

Tre commander pleaded, in excuſe, that his inſtruc. 

Commiſ- tions were equivocal, and the ſeaſon for marching unfz. 
A vorable. Ihe commiſſioners however were entirely 
=” ien unſatisfied. They obſerved to him, „That, while th; 
army was in the Narraganſet country, Ninigrate had hi 
Charge mouth in the duſt ; and that he would have ſubmitted to 
Major any reaſonable terms, which might have been impoſe 
Willard upon him,” They charged the major with neglecting an 
with neg- opportunity of humbling his pride; and they referred it 
lect of to his conſideration, what ſatisfaction ought to be ex- 
ys pected from him, and thoſe of his council, who advised 
and joined with him in his meaſures.“ 

GovxxNoR Hutchinſon has obſerved, that Major Wi. 
lard was a Maſſachuſetts man, and although that colony 
had ſo far complied with the reſt, as to join in ſending out 
the forces, yet they were {till defirous of avoiding an open 
war. This was the ſecond time of their preventinga 
general war, contrary to the minds of fix of the commil- 
JHoners of the other colonies. 

THe general court-of Maſſachuſetts had receded from 
their explanation of the articles of confederation, and the 
commiſſioners had a moſt amicable meeting. They 
were unanimous in the war againſt Ninigrate, and yet the 
Maſſachuſetts, by private intrigue, defeated their deſigns. 
In which inſtance they acted the moſt honorable and 
conſiſtent part, when, by an open infraction of the arti 
cles of union, they prevented a war, or when they ſup- 
Planted their brethren, by ſecret treachery, the impartial 
world will judge. 

Tar whole number of ratable perſons, in the colony 
of Connecticut this year, was 775, and the grand lil 


was £ 794073-t 


Records of the United colonies. 
+ Hutchinſon Vol. I. p. 186, 287. | ee” 
By the number of perſons, and the amount of the liſts in 
each town, an idea may be formed of tkeir proportion to each 


other. b 
Towns. Perſons, E cſtates. 
Hartford, 177 | £. 19,609 
Windſor, 165 157833 
F Wethersfield, 113 12,002 
Fairfield, 94 8,634 
Say brook, 53 44437 
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Vox the election, at Hartford, Thomas Welles, Book J. 
* Eſquire, was choſen governor, and Mr. John Webſter, A 
# deputy governor. he magiſtrates elected were Mr. 1655. 
; Hopkins, Mr. Maſon, Mr. Winthrop, Mr. Wolcott, Mr. Election 
Cullick, Mr. Clark, Mr. Wyllys, Mr. Talcott, Mr. John May 17. 
Coſmore, and Mr. Thomas Tapping. Mr. Cullick was 
EZ ſecretary, and Mr. Talcott Treaſurer. 
Ar 0 general election, in New-Haven, this year, 
there was no alteration of their oflicers. 
I u Pequots perſevering, in their petitions, to be taken The pe- 
under the protectian and government of the Engliſh, the quots ta- 
7 commiſſioners, this year, granted their requeſt. Places ken under 
of reſidence were afterwards appointed for them, by the the gov- 
| general court of Connecticut, about Pawcatuck and Mif- {ment 
© tic rivers. They were allowed to hunt on the lands Engliſh. 
7 weſt of the latter. They were collected together in 
theſe two places, and an Indian governor was appointed 
| j over them in each place. General laws were made for 
their government. Blaſphemy, murder, witchcraft, and Laws for 
= conſpiracy againſt the colonies, were prohibited upon their gov- 
pain of death. Sabbath-breaking, adultery, and drunk- ernment. 
enneſs, were prohibited under proper penalties. He who 
| ſtole was required, on conviction, to pay double damages. 
They were prohibited to make war with other Indians, 
or to join with them in their wars, unleſs it were in their 
= own juſt defence, without the conſent of the commiſ- 
ſioners of the United Colonies. They were obliged to 
© ſubmit to the Indian governors, whom they ſhould ap- 
point over them, and pay them the ſame tribute which 
they had ſtipulated to pay to the Engliſh.* 
© AFTER the return of Major Willard and the troops Ninigrate 
under his command, from the Narraganſet country, Nin- proſe- 
igrate aſſumed his former haughtineſs, and continued the cutes the 
var againſt the Indians upon Long-Ifland. Mr. Thomas ng 
lames, miniſter of Eaſthampton, Captain Tapping of 3 
Southampton, Captain Underhill and others, wrote Iſlanders. 
to the commiſſioners, that both the Engliſh and Indians 
en the Iſland were in a calamitous and diſtracted condi- 


v 


Stratford, 72 7,958 
Farmington, 46 5.519 
Middletown, 31 2,172 
Norwalk, 24 2,309 
—ů — — 
775 794073 
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Book I. tion; and in imminent danger, on the account of his 
— conſtant hoſtilities. They aſſured them, that the In- 


1655. 


Means of 


dians, upon the Ifland, could not hold out much longer, 
but muſt ſubmit themſelves and their country to the Nar. 
raganſets, unleſs they ſhould have ſome ſpeedy aſſiſtance. 
They mtreated them to conſult ſome effectual meaſures 
to prevent ſuch calamity. 

Ix con.-quence of this intelligence, they ordered, that 


their de- à veſſel, well armed and manned, ſhould he in the road 


fence. 


etween Neanticut and the Ifland, to watch the motions 
of Ninigrate; and, if he ſhould attempt to pafs the ſound, 


to ſtave and deſtroy his canoes, and to make all the 


ſlaughter and deſtruction upon him, which ſhould be in 
their power. Captain John Youngs was appointed to 
command this veſſel of obſervation. He was authorized 
to draught men from Saybrook and New-London, az 
emergencies might require. An encouraging mellage 
was ſent to the Montauket ſachem, acquainting him with 
the meaſures the Engliſh were taking for his defence, 
'The commiſhoners ſent him a ſupply of ammunition, 
Proviſion was alſo made, that South and Eaſt-Hampton, 
with all the adjacent towns, ſhould be completely fur- 
nifhed with all articles neceflary for war. Orders were 
given, that if the Indians could not maintain their ground, 
in any aſſault, they ſhould flee towards ſome of the neigh- 
bouring towns; and, that if the enemy ſhould purſue 


them within two miles of any of the ſettlements, the in- 


Habitants ſhould immediately repair to their aſſiſtance. 
Intelligence of theſe reſolutions was diſpatched to the 
Narr«ganſets, as well as the Long-Iſlanders. All the 
United colonies were exceedingly offended at the con- 
duct of Major Willard, except the Maſſachuſetts, under 
whoſe influence he was ſuppoſed to act. The peneril 
court at New-Haven, reſolved, that he had not followed 
his inſtructions, in the expedition againſt Ninigrate; 
but that they were willing to ſuſpend their judgment, 
with reſpect to the meaſures to be taken with him, un- 
til they ſhould be certified of the opinions of the othct 
confederates. Whatever their opinions or withes welt, 
Major Willard was ſafe under the wing of the Maſi 
chuſetts; and Connecticut and New-Haven had print 
pally to bear the unhappy conſequences of his perfidious 
conduct. They were obliged, the next year, at thell 
own expenſe, to continue the commiſſion of Captam 
Youngs to cruiſe between the main and Long-Iflang, to 
prevent the deſigns of Ninigrate. They alſo found it le- 
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ceſſary to furniſh both men and proviſions, for the de- Book I. 

fence of the Iſlanders. — 
GovRRNOR Eaton had been defired to perſect a code 16355. 

of laws for the colony of New-Haven. For his aſſiſt- 

ance in the compilation, he was requeſted, by the gene- ee e 

ral court, to conſult the Rev. Mr. Cotton's diſcourſe on 1 5 

civil government in a new plantation, and the laws of 2. 

Maſſachuſetts. Having accompliſhed the work, and the New-Ha- 

laws having been examined and approved, by the elders dcn. 

of the juriſdiction, they were preſented to the general 

court. 'They ordered, that '500 copics ſhould be printed. Forage of 

The copy was ſent to England, that the impreſſion might gurt or- 

be made under the inſpection of Governor Hopkins. ger them 

He procured the printing of the laws, at his own expenſe, to be 

and ſent them the number propoſed, with ſome other Printed. 

valuable books, as a preſent. The laws were diſtributed 

to the ſeveral towns in the juriſdiction. 

Tuis year died Henry Wolcott, Eſquire, in the 78thyear heath of 
of his age. He was the owner of a good eſtate in Som- j1unry 
erſetſhire in England. His youth, it is ſaid, was ſpent in Wolcott, 
gaiety and country paſtimes; but afterwards, under the Eſquire. 
inſtructions of Mr. Edward Elton, his mind was entire- 
ly changed, and turned to the fancere love and practice of 
religion. As the puritans were then treated with great 
ſeverity, he ſold about 8,000 pounds worth of eſtate, 
in England, and prepared for a removal into America. 
He came into New-England with Mr. Warham, in Ma 
1630, and ſettled firſt at Dorcheſter in Maſſachuſetts. 
In 1636, he removed to Windſor, and was one of the 
principal planters of that town. He was choſen into 
the magiltracy in 1643, and continued in it until his 
death. He left an eſtate in England, which rented at 
about / 60 a year, which the family, for ſome time en- 
joyed; but it was afterwards ſold. After his deceaſe, 
ſome one of his deſcendants was annually choſen into 
the magiſtracy, for a term of nearly eighty years, until 
the year 1754, when Governor Wolcott left the chair.“ 


His char- 
acter. 


* Manuſcripts from Windſor found in the collection of the 
Reverend Mr. Prince at Boſton. 
THe family have kept up the monument of their anceſtor, and 
preſerved their dignity to the preſent time. Hit Excellency 
Oliver Wolcott, Eſquire, one of the ſons of the tormer governor, 
Roger Wolcott, Eiquire, is the preſent governor of the State. 
His brother, the honorable Eraſtus Wolcott, Eſquire, was for 
ſome years, one of the magiſtrates of Connecticut, and after- 
wards, one of the judges of the ſuperior court. Oliver Wolcott, 

{quire, one of the ſons of the preſent Governgr Wolcott, is ſe» 
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Book I. 


2 
1656. 


Election 
at New- 
Haven 

M ay 

\ 1656. 


May 28. 


Troop of 
horſe ap- 
pointed. 


THE HISTORY CHAr. NI. 

Ar the election in Connecticut, Mr. John Webſter 
was choſen governor, and Mr. Welles, deputy governor. 
This was the only alteration in the magiltracy. _ 

AT New-Haven the former governors and magiſtrates 
were rechoſen. Mr. John Wakeman was appointed 
treaſurer. The general court, at New-Haven, took great 
pains to put the colony in a ſtate of defence. Order 
were given for the raiſing of a troop of ſixteen horſe, in 
the five towns upon the ſea coaſt, with complete arms 
and furniture. For their encouragement, they were ex. 
empted from taxation, and from training with the fot, 
and were to enjoy all the privileges of troopers in Maffa. 
chuſetts. This was the firſt troop in any part of Con- 
neCticut. It was ordered, that all the common ſoldiers 
ſhould be trained to ſhooting at a mark; that they 
ſhould be furniſhed with ammunition for that purpoſe, at 
the public expenſe ; and that prizes ſhould be prepared 
for the beſt markſmen. The ſoldiers were directed to 
pry at cudgels, and at the broad ſword, that they might 

now how to defend themſelves and their country. 

Tux protector, Oliver Cromwell, having conquered 
Jamaica, made it a favorite object to remove the people 
of New-England to that Iſland. He artfully repreſented, 
that they had as clear a call for tranſporting themſelves, 
from New-England to Jamaica, as they had for emigrs- 
ting from Old England to New, for the advancement ol 
their intereſts ; as the Lord's people were to be the head 
and not the tail, He likewiſe repreſented, that it would 
have a tendency to the deſtruction of the man of (in, 
He wrote particularly to New-Haven on the ſubject, and 
ſent them a copy of his inſtructions relative to the a. 
fair. Theſe he had given to one Captain Gookins, whom 
he had employed in the ſeveral plantations, to promote 
this, his favorite deſign. He and Major Sedgwick dif 
patched letters alſo to New-Haven on the ſame buſineſs. 

GovERNoR Eaton had, ſometime before this, laid them 
before the general court. The ſeveral plantations, in the 
colony, had been made acquainted with their contents; 
and the deputies had been deſired to return their opinion 
to the court. After a long and ſerious debate, the court 
reſolved, That though they could not but acknowledge 
« the love, care, and tender reſpect of his highneſs, thc 


cretary of the treaſury of the United States. Some of the family 
have been members of the aſſembly, judges ef the ſuperior court, 
or magiſtrates, from the firſt ſettlement of the oolony to thus 
time, during the term of more than a century and a half, 
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car n OF CONNECTICUT. 
« Lord Protector, to New-England in general, and to 
« this colony in particular, yet, for divers reaſons, they 
« cannot conclude, that Gop calls them to a preſent re- 
« move thither.“ 

Tur governor was deſired to write to the Lord Pro- 
tector, acknowledging his great care and love towards the 
colony. 

Tu commiſſioners of the United colonies, this year, 
held their meeting at Plimouth. They received a very 
plauſible letter from Stuyveſant, the Dutch governor. 
He wrote with a great ſhow of religion, expreſſing his 
joy, that Gop had quenched the bloody war, between 
the Dutch and the Engliſh, in Europe ; and his warm de- 
fires, that it might redound to the great advantage of the 


earth. He ſolicited a nearer union between the Dutch 
At the ſame time he certifi- 
ed them, that he had received a ratification of the agree- 


ment made, at Hartford, in 1650, under the ſeal of the 
High and Mighty States of the United Belgick provin- 
ces; and defired that time and place might be appointed 


for delivering and interchanging the ratifications. 
THe governor was ſo well known to the commiſhoners, 
that neither the plauſibility of his letter, nor the very 


E chriſtian manner in which it was written, made any deep 
+ impreſſions upon them. They replied in ſhort, that the 


peace was matter of joy to them, and they wiſhed the 


© continuance of it in Europe, and in all the plantations a- 
broad. They gave aſſurances, that the preſervation of it 
* ſhould be their conſtant endeavour. 
gave no intimations, that they defired a nearer union, or 


Nevertheleſs, they 


to ratify the agreement. 'The Dutch governor had not 
obſerved it himſelf ; they conſidered the Dutch as mere 


- intruders 3 and were growing daily more able to defend 
E themſelves againſt their encroachments ; they were there- 


| fore determined to do nothing further relative to the 


E affair. 


Tay obſerved to the governor, that he had made no 


. reparation of the damages he had done the colonies, and 


that they had not heard, that he deſigned to make any: 
That they heard he yet laid claim to Oyſter bay, and that 


he had made no proper reſignation of Greenwich. T 
1 deſired him to be explicit on thoſe points. mw 
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THE HISTORY Cray, XI. 


Tux laſt year complaints were made to the court, at 
New-Haven, that the inhabitants of Greenwich were 
under little government, and demeaned themſelves in 3 
lawleſs manner. They admitted of drunkenneſs amoy 
themſelves and among the Indians, by reaſon of which, 
damages were done to themſelves and to the towns in the 
vicinity; and the public peace was dilturbed. They re. 
ceived children and ſervants, who fled from the correc. 
tion of their parents and maſters, and unlawfully joined 
perſons in wedlock, with other miſdemeanors. 

Uro this the general court aſſerted their right ty 
Greenwich, and ordered the inhabitants to ſubmit to 
their juriſdiction. But they continued much in the {ame 
itate, and ſent a letter to the court, in May, denying 
their juriſdiction, and refuſing any ſubjection to the co- 
lony, unleſs they ſhould be compelled to it, by the par. 
liament. The court therefore reſolved, that, unleſs the 
ſhould appear before the court, and make their ſubmil- 
ſion, by the 25th of June, Richard Crab and others, who 
were the moſt ſtubborn among them, ſhould be arreſted 
and puniſhed according to law. They therefore, ſome- 
time after, ſubjected their perſons and eſtates to the gov- 
ernment of New-Haven. 

Uncas, though friendly to the Engliſh, appears to hare 
been a proud miſchievous ſachem, who, by his haughty 
carriage and provoking language, was often embroiling 
the country, and bringing trouble upon himſelf and the 
colonies. He made an aſſault upon the Podunk Indians, 
at Hartford. He, or his brother, invaded the Norwoo- 
tucks. He upbraided the Narraganſets of their dead fi- 
chems, and challenged them to fight. Among other it- 
ſtances of miſconduct, he proved treacherous to the Mon- 
tauket ſachem, and joined with Ninigrate, in his perfi- 
ious practices. By theſe means the country was ſo di- 
quieted, that it was with great difficulty the commiſion- 
ers maintained the general peace. They interpoſed, and 
obliged Uncas to make reſtitution to the Indians, whom 
he had injured. They prohibited his making war, witl- 
out their conſent and advice. They endeavored to quiet 
and conciliate the natives; but they found them, 
whether they were friends or foes, to be a troubleſome 
people. After all their precautions, the country W. 
ſtill more alarmed the next year. 

Ix April, the Indians committed a. horrid Murder 4 
Farmington, and beſides Meſapano, who was the princl 
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pal ator, the Norwootuck and Pocomtock Indians were 
ſuppoſed to be accomplices. 

Tar Montaukets, after all the trouble and expenſe, 
which the Engliſh had been at for their defence, became 
tumultuous, and did great damage to the inhabitants of 
Southampton. 

Tux general court at Hartford gave orders, that the 
Indians, who perpetrated the murder at Farmington, 
ſhould be apprehended, and that the ſachems of the Po- 


comtock and Norwootuck Indians thould deliver up the 


delinquents among them. 
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April 93 


Major Maſon was ordered, with a detachment, to 


Long-Iſland, to bring the Indians there to a juſt and 
peaceable conduct, and adjuſt affairs between them and 
the Engliſh. 

AT the general election in Connecticut, 1657, Mr. 
John Winthrop was elected governor, and Mr. Thomas 
Welles, deputy governor. Mr. Webſter was choſen the 
firſt magiſtrate. The other officers were the fame who 
had been appointed the laſt year. The freemen, at the 
election, in New-Haven, made no alteration in their ma- 
giſtrates. 

Tux general court at Hartford, this year, was uncom- 
monly thin, conſiſting of twenty two members only. The 
danger of the plantations, and of particular families, from 
the hoſtile ſtate of the Indians, appears to have been the 
reaſon. The Montaukets, Moheagans, Narraganſets, 
and Norwootucks, engaged in implacable wars with each 
other. They would purſue one another into the Englith 
plantations, and even into their houſes, and kill each oth- 
er, in the preſence of the families, to their great alarm 
and aſtoniſhment. Uncas was fo prefled, by the Narra- 
— that Connecticut was obliged to ſend men to his 
ortreſs, to aſſiſt him in defending himſelf againſt them. 
The Narraganſets, in ſeveral inſtances, threatened and 
plundered the inhabitants of Connecticut. 

— THEREFORE, when the commiſſioners met in Septem- 
ber, they ſent meſſengers to them, demanding, that they 
ſhould ceaſe from war, until their grievances, and the 
grounds of their contentions, ſhould be heard. They aſ- 
ſured them, that they would hear and determine impar- 
tially, without favoring any of the parties. They repre- 
ſented to them the covenants which they had made with 


the Engliſh, and the entire inconſiſtency of their conduct 


— — 


t Records of Connecticut. 
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Book I. 
23392 
1657. 


Death and 
character 
of The- 
ophilus 
Eaton, 
Eſq, 


THE HISTORY Cav. XI, 


with thoſe engagements. They alſo prohibited all fight. 
ing in the Engliſh plantations. 

THis year, the colony of New-Haven, and indeed all 
the New-England colonies, ſuſtained a heavy loſs in the 
death of Governor Eaton.“ He was a miniſter's ſon 
born at Stony Stratford, in Oxfordſhire ; was educate 
an Eaſt-India merchant, and was ſometime deputy gor- 
ernor of the company, trading to the Eaſt-Indics. For 
ſever l years, he was agent for the king of England, at 
the court of Denmark. After his return, he was a mer. 
chant of great buſineſs and reſpectability, in the city of 
London. 

Uro the Laudean perſecution, he left his native coun. 
try, and came into New-England, with Mr. Davenport, 
his miniſter, in 1637. He was one of the original pa- 
tentees of the Maſſachuſetts, and ſoon after his arrival, waz 
choſen one of the magiſtrates of that colony. Upon the 
ſettlement of New-Haven, he was choſen governor of 
the colony, and was annually re-elected until his death, 
He is repreſented as comely and perſonable, and is faid 
to have appeared upon the bench with a dignity and ma- 
jeſty, which admit of no deſcription. The impartiality, 
with which he adminiſtered juftice, was moſt exemplary, 
and his authority was not to be oppoſed. The wiſdom, 
gravity, and integrity of his adminiſtration, were viewed 
with univerſal admiration. In honor to his memory and 
the good ſervices which he had rendered the colony, his 
funeral charges were borne, and a handſome monument 
erected, at the public expenſe.+ 


* Hedied January th 1657, in the 67th year of his age. 

+ His private was not leſs amiable, than his publick charadr, 
In converſation, he was affable, courteous, and generally pleat 
ant; but always grave and cautious. He was pious and firitly 
moral. His meekneſs, patience, and fortitude, were fingular. 

Ix the conduct of his family he was ftri&, prudent, and happ)- 
Though it-fometimes confiſted of not leſs than thirty perſons, 
yet they were under the moſt perfect order and government. 
They were all affembled morning and evening, and the governor, 
after reading the ſcriptures, and making devout and uſeful obſer- 
vations upon them, prayed with great reverence and pertinency- 
On the ſabbath and other days of public devotion, he ſpent 
hour or two with his family, in inſtructing them in the duties 
faith and practice; and in recommending to them the reading 
ſtudy of the ſcriptures, ſecret devotion, the ſanRification of the 
fabbath, and a devout and conftant attendance on all divine '8- 
ſtitutions. On theſe days he ſang praiſes, as well as prayed wit 
his family. He was greatly beloved by his domeſtics as well 38 
by the commonwealth. Indeed there was no man, among the 
firſt planters of New-England, who had a more general acquaint- 
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NEARLY at the ſame time, died his ſon in law, Edward 
Hopkins, Eſquire, for a number of years governor of 
Connecticut. He conducted the affairs of government 
with great wiſdom and integrity, and was univerſally be- 
loved. He was a gentleman of exemplary piety, right- 
eouſneſs, and charity. In his family and ſecret devo- 
tions, he followed the example of Governor Eaton. His 
charity was great and extenſive. Befides the relief he 
diſpenſed to the poor, with his own hands, he gave con- 
ſiderable ſums of money to others, to be diſpoſed of to 
charitable purpoſes. When he went into England, on 
the occaſion of his brother's death, who had been warden 
of the Engliſh fleet, he deſigned to return again to his fam- 
ily and friends, in New-England ; but he was very ſoon 
particularly noticed, and made firſt warden of the fleet, in 
the room of his brother. He was then choſen commil- 
ſioner of the admiralty and navy; and finally member 
of parliament. Theſe unexpected preferments altered 
his deſigns, and determined him to ſend over for his fam- 
ily, and to ſpend the remainder of his days in his native 
country. He had been a conſumptive man, attended 
with a cough and ſpitting of blood, for more than thirty 
years. His conſtitution was now entirely waſted, and he 
died in the 58th year of his age. | 

Hrs laſt will was highly expreſſive of that public ſpirit 
and charity, which had ſo diſtinguiſhed him in life. His 
whole eſtate, in New-England, was given away to chari- 
table purpoſes. He manifeſted his peculiar friendſhip 
to the family of Mr. Hooker, his paſtor, at Hartford, by 
giving his relict, Mrs. Hooker, all the debts due from the 
amily to him ; by giving to Mrs. Wilſon, of Boſton, Mr. 
Hooker's eldeſt daughter, his farm at Farmington, with 
all the houſes, out houſes, and buildings upon it; and by 
legacies to ſeveral others of his deſcendants. All the re- 
mainder of his eſtate, in New-England, he bequeathed to 
his (father, Theophilus Eaton, Eſquire, Maſter John 
« Davenport, Maſter John Cullick, and Maſter William 
« Goodwin, in full aſſurance of their truſt and faithful- 
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Book I. 
— 
1657. 


Character 
of Gov. 
Hopkins. 


His dona« 


tions. 


« neſs, in diſpoſing of it according to the true intent and 


ance with public buſineſs, or who ſuſtained a fairer character. 


His monument is kept up to the preſent time. Upon it are theſe 
expreſſive lines: ; 


i Eaten ſo meck, ſo wiſe, ſo fam'd, ſo juſt, 
7 The Phœnix of our world here hides his duſt, 
This name forget, Ney England never muſt,” 
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1658. 
Firſt 
troop in 
ConneQi- 
cut. 


E'c#ion 
at Hart- 
ford, 

May 20. 


Pawca- . 
tuck 5 af- 
terwards 


THE HISTORY Char. XI. 
ce purpoſe of him, the ſaid Edward Hopkins, which wag 


<« to give ſome encouragement, in thoſe foreign plant. 
« tions, for the breeding up of hopeful youths, in a wa 
« of learning, both at the grammar ſchool and college, 
« for the public ſervice of the country, in future times,” 
He alſo made a donation of five hundred pounds more, 
out of his eſtate in England, to the ſaid truſtees, in fur. 
ther proſecution of the ſame public ends, ( for the u 
« holding and promoting the kingdom of the Loxp Jr. 
c sus CHRIST, in thoſe parts of the earth.” This laſt 
donation was conſidered as made to Harvard college, and 
by virtue of a decree in chancery, was paid in 1710. The 
intereſt given in New-England was eſtimated at about 
£ 1,000 ſterling 3 and was appropriated to the ſupport of 
the grammar ſchools in New-Haven, Hartford, and Had- 
ley. The money originally belonged to New-Haven and 
Hartford; but as a conſiderable number of the people of 
Hartford afterwards removed to Hadley, and were prin- 
cipal ſettlers of that town, they received their propor- 
tion of the donation. F 

Ar a general court, in Hartford, March 11th 1658, 
a troop of thirty horſemen was eſtabliſhed in Connetti- 
cut, and Richard Lord was appointed captain. This 
was the firſt in the colony. 

Tuls year, there was a very conſiderable alteration 
with reſpec to governors and the council, both in Con- 
necticut and New-Haven. At the election, in Connett- 
icut, Thomas Welles, Eſquire, was elected governor, 
and John Winthrop, Eſquire, depaty governor. To the 
magiſtrates laſt year, who were again re-choſen, there 
was an addition of Mr. Matthew Allen, Mr. Phelps, Mr. 
John Welles, Mr. Treat, Mr. Baker, Mr. Mulford, aud 
Mr. Alexander Knowles. There appears to have been 
fixteen magiſtrates and twenty fix deputies z in the whole 
forty two members. | 

On the election at New-Haven, Mr. Francis Newman 
was choſen governor, and William Leet, deputy gover- 
nor.“ Mr. Jaſper Crane was added to the magiſtrates, 
and Mr. William Gibbard was appointed ſecretary. 

'Tr1s year a conſiderable ſettlement was made between 
Miſtic and Pawcatuck rivers. This tract was called 
Pequot, and originally belonged to New-London. The 


* Mr Stephen Goodyear, who had been deputy govern" 
with Governor Eaton, through almoſt his whole adminiſtration, 
died this year in London, and was either there, or on his paſſage, 
at this election. He appears to have been a worthy man, ib 


leſt a reſpectable family. 


as a> en od Ares ens oem Ceo .s ws oi. 


* 4 * þ 3 _ EE} * " — * q * V * "> — " * * J * ” 
2 os *Y * 8 A ; < 65-2 * 8 * 7 I - 1 ry * 
WY "a4 - FIG CURTIS EY Ys 
| * ö AE Rn 


Cult. XI. OF CONNECTICUT. 243 


firſt man, who ſettled upon this tract, was William Book I. 
Cheeſebrough, from Rehoboth, in 1649. A complaint 
was exhibited againſt him for carrying on an illicit trade 1638. 
with the Indians, for repairing their arms, and endan— 
gering the public ſafety. 'The general court of Con- oy . 
necticut declared, that they had a clear title to thoſe ton 1 
lands, and ſummoned him before them. They repri- iled. 
manded him for ſettling upon them without their ap- 
probation; for withdrawing himſelf from chriſtian Cheeſe- 
ſociety and ordinances; and for unlawfully trading with ough 
and alliſting the Indians. He confeſſed his faults; but POT 
pleaded in excuſe, that he had been encouraged by Mr. 
Winthrop, who claimed a right at Pawcatuck. He gave 
bonds for his good conduct, and was allowed to contin- 
ue upon the land. The court promiſed him, that if he 
would procure a ſufficient number of planters, they would 
give them all praper encouragement, in making a per- 
manent ſettlement. About ten or twelve families, this 
year, made ſettlements in that quarter; and finding, that 
there was a controverſy between Connecticut and the 
Maſſachuſetts, with reſpect both to title and juriſdiction, he 91 
plan- 

they, on the 3oth of June, entered into a voluntary con- ters agree 
tract to govern themſelves, and conduct their affairs in o govern 
peace, until it ſhould be determined to which colony they them- 
ſhould ſubmit. The principal planters were George ſelves. 
Deniſon, Thomas Stanton, Thomas Shaw, William, 
Eliſha, and Samuel Cheeſebrough, Moſes and Walter 
Palmer. Theſe, with ſome others, were ſigners of the 
yoluntary compact. 

Ar the meeting of the commiſſioners, the Maſſachu- Claim 
ſetts claimed that tract of country, by virtue of the aſſiſt- of Maſſa» 
ance which they afforded Connecticut in the conqueſt of chuſe tts. 


the Pequots. The commiſſoners reſolved, „ That the 


« determination did ariſe only from the ſeveral rights of Determi- 
© conqueſt, which were not greatly different; yet that 282 of 
« being tender of any inconvenience, which might ariſe met 
« to thoſe, who were already poſſeſſed, either by com- 
*« miſhon from Maſſachuſetts or Connecticut, in any part 
“6 thereof, ſhould they be put off their improvements; 
« alſo upon enquiry Ending, that the Pequot country, 
« which extended from Nehantick to Wekapang, about 
« ten miles eaſtward from Miſtic river, may conveniently 
* accommodate two plantations, did, reſpeCting things 
© as they then ſtood, conclude, that Miſtie river be the 
© bounds between them, as to popriety and juriſdiction, 
* {o far as conqueſt may give title. Always provided, 


miſhoners , 
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Book I. “ that ſuch as are already accommodated, by commiſ- 
WR © fon of either of the ſaid governments, or have grants 
1658. „ of any tracts of land on either fide of Miſtic river, be 
« not moleſted in any of their poſſeſſions or rights, by 
« any other grants.” : | 

Uyox the petition of the planters, the general court 
of the Maſſachuſetts made them a grant of eight miles 
from the mouth of Miſtic river towards Wekapany, 
and eight miles northward into the country, and named 
the plantation Southerton. It continued under the goy. 
ernment of Maſſachuſetts until after ConneQicut obtain. 
ed a royal charter. g 

Tuls was a year of great ſickneſs and mortality in 
Connecticut, and in New-England in general. Reli- 
gious controverſies, at the ſame time, ran high and gave 
great trouble to church and commonwealth. The In. 
dians continued their wars with implacable animoſity, 
The commiſhoners employed all their wiſdom and influ. 
ence to make peace; but they could not reconcile thoſe 
blood-thirſty barbarians. The crops were light, and it 
was a year of fear, perplexity, and ſorrow.* 

Joun WixTHRoy, Eſquire, was choſen governor of 


October 
roth. 


LE. — Connecticut for the year 1659, and Thomas Welles, 


ford, Eſquire, deputy governor. Captain Tapping and Mr. 
May roth Robert Bond were elected magiſtrates in the room of 
1659. Mr. Knowles and Mr. Mulford. 

Ar the election in New-Haven, the ſame governor 
and council were rechoſen. Indeed little alteration vas 
made with reſpect to them until the union of that colony 
with Connecticut. 

Oaober Ar the October ſeſſions, Cromwell bay, or Setauket 
6th. on Long- Iſland, at the deſire of the inhabitants, was ad- 
mitted as a member of the juriſdiction of Connecticut. 
Eiedies Ix 1660, Mr. John Winthrop was rechoſen gover- 
May 17th nor. This was the firſt time, that any governor had been 
1660, elected to that office more than once in two years. Ma- 
jor Maſon was advanced to the place of deputy gover- 
nor. The magiſtrates were Mr. Henry Clark, Mr. Wyl- 
lys, Mr. Phelps, Mr. Allen, Mr. Treat, Mr. Gould, Mr. 
Tapping, Mr. Ogden, Mr. Bond, Mr Daniel Clark, and 
Mr. Talcott. Mr. Daniel Clark was ſecretary, and Mr. 
Talcott, Treaſurer. | 


In a proclamation for a general faſt, the imtemperate ſeaſon, 
thin harveit, ſore viſitation by fickneſs, and the ſad, prolongt 


differences in the churches, are particularized as matters 
kumiliatien. 
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Mr. Webſter and Mr. Welles appear now to be Book I. 
no more. They had been annually chofen into the Huy 


magiſtracy, for about twenty years, and both had the 1660. 


honor of the chief ſeat of government.“ 

Ar this election, the freemen, having found by long 
experience, that the clauſe, in the third fundamental ar- 
ticle, incapacitating any perſon to be choſen governor 
more than once in two years, was prejudicial, rather than 
advantageous to the colony, reſolved, that there ſhould 
be liberty for the annual choice of the fame perſon gov- 
ernor, or of any other whom they ſhould judge beſt qualt- 
fied to ſerve the commonwealth. 

DuRING the wars between Uncas and the Narragan- 
ſets, they beſieged his fort, near the bank of the Thames, 
until his proviſions were nearly exhauſted, and he found 
that he and his men muſt ſoon periſh, by famine or ſword, 
unleſs he could obtain ſpeedy relief. In this criſis, he 
found means of communicating his danger to the ſcouts, 
who had been ſent out from Saybrook fort. By his meſ- 
ſengers, he repreſented the great danger the Engliſh, in 
thoſe parts, would be in immediately, if they ſhould ſuf- 
fer the Moheagans to be deſtroyed. 

Uro this intelligence, one Thomas Leffingwell, an 
enſign at Saybrook, an enterpriſing, bold man, loaded a 
canoe with beef, corn and peaſe, and under cover of the 


had the addreſs to get the whole into the fort. The en- 
emy ſoon perceiving, that Uncas was relieved, raiſed the 
hege. For this ſervice, Uncas gave ſaid Leffingwell a 
deed of a great part, if not of the whole town of Nor- 
wich. In June 1659, Uncas, with his two ſons, Owane- 
co and Attawanhood, by a more formal and authentic 
deed, made over unto ſaid Leffingwell, John Maſon, 
Eſquire, the Rev. James Fitch and others, conſiſting 
of thirty five proprietors, the whole townſhip of Nor- 
wich, which is about nine miles ſquare. The company, 
at this time, gave Uncas and his ſons about ( 70, as a fur- 
ther compenſation, for ſo large and fine a tract. 


Four or five governors of Connecticut, Governor Haynes, 
Governor Wyllys, Governors Welles and Webf#+r, lie buried 
at Hartford, without a monument. William Leet, Eſquire, 
governor of New-Haven and Connecticut, alſo lies interred there, 
in the ſame obſcure manner. Conſidering their many and impor- 
tant public ſervices, this is remarkable; but their virtues have 


embalmed their names, and will render them venerable to the la- 
teft poſterity, 


Diſtreſs of 
Uncas. 


Relieved 
by Thom- 
a ö as Let 
night paddled from Saybrook into the Thames; and fing well. 
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PREPARATIONS were immediately made for its ſettle. 


\— ment, and this ſpring, the Reverend James Pitch, 


1660. 
Norwich 
ſettled. 


Hunting- 
ton receiv- 
cd. 


Grand Ju- 
rors ap- 


pointed. 


with the principal part of his church and congregation, 
removed from Saybrook, and planted the town of Nox. 
wich. Three or four planters joined them from Neu. 
London, and two or three from the towns of Plimouth 
and Marſhfield in Maſſachuſetts. In 1663, the general 
aſſembly ordered, that the deed ſhould be recorded. The 
limits were aftcrwards aſcertained, and the town receiy. 
ed a patent of the whole. | 

Tur Moheagans were a great defence, and of eſſen. 
tial ſervice to the town for many years. 'They kept out 
their ſcouts and ſpies, and ſo conitantly watched their 
enemies, that they gave the earlieſt notice of their ap. 
proach, and were a continual defence againſt them. For 
this purpoſe, in times of danger, they often moved and 
pitched their wigwams near the town, and were a great 
terror to the enemy. Once the hoſtile Indians came 
near to the town, upon the ſabbath, with a deſign to 
make a deſcent upon it; but viewing it, from an emi- 
nence, and ſeeing the Moheagan huts, they were intimi- 
dated and went off without doing the leaſt damage.* 

Tunis year, the town of Huntington, upon Long. If. 
and, was received as a member of the Connecticut juril- 
diction. 

Tuts general court ordered, that grand jurors ſhould 
be appointed, in every town, to make preſentment of all 
breaches of law, in their reſpective towns. The law r- 
quired that the preſentments ſhould be made to the par- 
ticular court, in May and October. 

Tux accounts with the heirs of George Fenwick, 
Eſquire, had not been cloſed, nor diſcharges given, feh- 
tive to the purchaſe made of the fort at Saybrook, and the 
old patent of Connecticut. This was an occaſion of 
great uneaſineſs among the people. The three towns df 
Hartford, Windſor and Wethersfield, preſented petitions 
to the general court, praying, that the accounts might be 
adjuſted, and the colony diſcharged. In conſequence of 
theſe a large committee was appointed to make a com 
plete ſettlement with the ſaid heirs. They having pte. 

ared the accounts for a final adjuſtment, the gener? 
court, at their ſeſſions in October, authorized them, 1 
their behalf, to perfect and confirm the writings. Tit 
governor was authorized, in their name, to affix the pub- 


* Manuſcripts from Norwich and records of Connecticut. 
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lic ſeal of the colony to thoſe, which were to be deliver- Book I. 
ed to Captain Cullick and Elizabeth his wife, heirs of the: 
ſaid George Fenwick, Eſquire, and to receive of them 1660. 
the writings to be delivered to the court in favour of the 

colony. 

. on the 7th of October, the colony diſ- gettle- 
charged Mr. John Cullick and Elizabeth his wife, their ment with 
heirs, &c. and the ſaid John and Elizabeth his wife gave 8 
an ample diſcharge to the colony of Connecticut, from penwick 
all ſums of money due to the ſaid Fenwick, his heirs or Oct. z. 
aſſigns, by virtue of the agreements made with Mr, Fen- 
wick, or purchaſe of the river's mouth.“ 

Tuus, after the term of ſixteen years, from the firſt, 
and fourteen from the ſecond agreement with Mr. Fen- 
wick, the colony completed a ſettlement reſpecting the 
fort and lands holden by him; and became legally poſ- 
ſeſſed of the tract conveyed to the Lords and gentlemen 
ſeverally named in the patent. 

Uro a final adjuſtment of the accounts, it appear- / 500 due 
ed, that Mr. Cullick and the heirs of Mr. Fenwick were to the co- 
indebted £500 ſterling to the colony, which had been lony. 
paid them, more than what was due according to the ori- 
ginal agreements with Mr. Fenwick. 

JohN Maſon, Eſquire, now deputy governor, had ſome 
time ſince been authorized, in behalf of the colony, to 
purchaſe of Uncas all the lands, which he had reſerved 
for himſelf and the Moheagans, in the deed of 1640, un- 
der the name of planting grounds. Having effected the 
purchaſe, he made a ſurrender of the lands, in the pre- 
ſence of the general court. The following is a minute 
of the tranſaction. 

%% HaRTFoRD, ſeſſion of the general court, March 
« 14, 1660.+ 
Tux juriſdiction power over that land, which Un- 1 
* cas and Wawequa have made over to Major Maſon, is for * 8 
by him ſurrendered to this colony. Nevertheleſs, for fon re- 

« the laying out of thoſe lands to farms, or plantations, ſigns the 
* the court doth leave it in the hands of Major Maſon, Mekea- 

t It is alſo ordered and provided, with the conſent of San u. 
* Major Maſon, that Uncas and Wawequa, and their 
Indians and ſucceſſors, ſhall be ſupplied with ſufficient 


Mr. Cullick, who for ſeveral vears had been one of the ma- 
giſtrates of Connecticut, and ſecretary of the colony, had now 
removed his refidence to Boſton. 


10 2 according to the preſent mode of dating was March 
7 . 


5 
3 — — 1m —— — — Se 
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Boox I. « planting ground at all times, as the court ſees cauſe out 
of that land. And the major doth reſerve to himſelf 


1660. 


« a competency to make a farm.“ 

Fork want of form, and a more legal manner of con. 
veyance, with reſpect to thoſe lands, originated the men. 
orable Maſon caſe, or controverſy, as it was called. It 
continued about ſeventy years, and was an occaſion of 
great trouble and expenſe to the colony. A ſtatement of 
it will be made in the progreſs of this hiſtory. 


CHAPTER XI. 


THE general court of Connecticut declare their loyalty and 
Submiſſion to the king ; determine to addreſs his majeſty, and 
apply for charter privileges. A petition to his majeſty i; 
prepared, and a letter addreſſed to Lord Say and Seal, 
Governor Winthrop is appointed the colony's agent, ts pre- 
ſent their petition, and ſolicit a patent. Regicides con. 
demned. Whalley and Goffe arrive at Boſton, eſcape t 
New- Haven, and are kindly entertained, and kept frim 
their purſuers. New- Haven falls into great trouble and 
danger on that account. Neau- Haven excuſe themſelves ; 
decline ſending an agent ; but join with Maſſachuſetts, 
in ſupporting one. The King proclaimed. Governor 
Winthrop obtains the charter of Connecticut. Firſt gi 
erner and council under the charter. Repreſentation of tht 
conſtitution it ordains, and the privileges it conveys. Di 
ficulties of the colony of New- Haven. Governor Lets 
addreſs. Charter Connecticut arrives. Proceedings if 
Connecticut in conſequence of the charter. They extend 
their juriſdiftion io all places zuithin the limits of their pa- 
tent, and challenge New- Haven colony, as under their ju- 
riſdiftion. Controverſy between the two colonies. Settle 
ment of Killingworth. Patent of the Duke of York. Ce. 
lone! Nichols and commiſſioners arrive, reduce all the Datch 
ſettlements. Their extraordinary powers. Important 
criſis Connecticut. The general court make a preſent tt 
the commiſſioners. Anſwer to the propoſitions from his na- 
Jeſiy, and reply to the Duke of Hamiltons claim and peli 
tion. Boundaries between Connecticut and News-Y ori. 
Union of Connecticut and New- Haven. 


March 14. 5 colony having purchaſed the patent, and the 


government of England having been ſettled in the 
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king and parliament, the general court determined to Book I. 
make application for a charter under the royal ſignature. WWW 
They avowed their allegiance to his majeſty, King 1661. 
Charles the ſecond ; declared that all the inhabitants of ne court 
this colony were his faithful ſubjects; and that it Was avow 
neceſſary to petition him for his grace, and the continu- their alle. 
ance and confirmation of theirrights and privileges. The Cine to 
court reſolved, that the { 500 due from Mr. Cullick ies IL 
ſhould be appropriated to the proſecution of their addreſs, 
and application to his majeſty for a patent. 

Ar the ſeſſions in May, a petition to his majeſty was 


a 
preſented by the governor, and approved by the general hy rok 
court. That it might, however, be made as perfect as for a char- 


poſſible, the governor and deputy governor, Mr. W yllys, ter. 
Mr. Allen, Mr. Warham, Mr. Stone, Mr. Hooker, Mr. May 16. 

Whiting, and the ſecretary, were appointed a committee 
| [ for its emendation. They were authorized to methodize 

I and make all ſuch alterations, as they ſhould judge ex- 
= pedient, provided the ſubſtance of it were retained. 
They were directed to write letters to any noble perſonages 
in England, to whom it might be expedient to make ap- 
= plication, and to tranſact whatever might be neceſſary, 
= reſpecting the petition and the procurement of a patent. 

= Governor Winthrop was appointed agent to preſent gorernor 
= the petition to his majeſty, and to tranſa&t all affairs in Winthrop 
England, reſpecting the general welfare of. the colony. appointed 
He had particular inſtructions from the general court for *3<"t+ 
the management of the buſineſs of his agency. He was 
# eſpecially directed to obtain the conſent, and take the 
advice of the nobles and gentlemen, who had been in- 
tereſted in the old patent of Connecticut; and to engage 
the friendſhip and influence of all thoſe, who might be 
B _= and ſerviceable, with reſpect to the intereſts of the 
WH CO ny. | 
A Ix the petition to his majeſty, it was repreſented, that Repreſen- 
dhe greateſt part of the colony had been purchaſed and tations in 
obtained by great and valuable conſiderations; that ſome the peti- 
* other part thereof had been obtained by conqueſt; and _ 
chat it had, with great difficulty, at the fole endeavours, 
= expenſe and charges of themſelves and their aſſociates, 
under whom they claimed, been ſubdued and improved, 
1 and thereby become a conſiderable enlargement and ad- 
= dition to his majeſty's dominions and intereſts in New- 
England. Theſe were pleaded as reaſons, with his ma- 
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Book I. jeſty to grant the tract and privileges for which the peti. 
wr tioners prayed, 
1661. Ar the fame time, a letter was addreſſed to Lord day 
Letter to ànd Seal, repreſenting the encouragements which their 
Lord Say fathers, and ſome of their ſurviving aſſociates, received 
and Seal. from him, to tranſplant themſelves into the inland party 
of this vaſt wilderneſs, and their aſſurances of his patron. 
age and favor. They alſo complained, that Mr. George 
com- Fenwick, ſeveral years after he had taken poſſeſſion of the 
plaints entrance of Connecticut river, determining to return 
againſt to England, propoſed to ſell the fort, at Saybrook, 
* en with all the buildings and appurtenances there, together 
Vith all the lands upon the river, as far eaſtward as Nar. 
raganſet bay, with the right of juriſdiction, to the colony, 
They repreſented, that this, at ſirſt, was ſtrenuouſly op. 
poſed, by many of the inhabitants, as they imagined his 
lordſhip, and the other noble patentees, had very boun- 
tiful intentions towards them; and that ſuch a proce- 
dure would be extremely contrary to their defigns. Nen. 
ertheleſs, that afterwards, as ſome of thoſe gentlemen, 
who had the greateſt intereſt in the affections of their 
lordſhips, were removed by death; and as Mr. Fenwick 
pretended to be the only patentee; and threatened, that 
unleſs the colony would purchaſe the lands, on his own 
terms, he would either impoſe duties upon the people, or 
ſell the premiſes to the Dutch, they finally agreed with 
him, and paid him L 1,600 for them. They intimated 
that this was the only way in which the peace and ſafety 
of the community could have been preſerved. As a fur- 
ther matter of grievance, they complained, that, beſides 
this great abuſe, Mr. Fenwick had given them nothing 
under his hand, to oblige himſelf or his heirs to fulfil his 
engagements z and that they had nothing to ſecure them, 
in the enjoyment of their juſt rights and privileges, 252 
diſtinct commonwealth. They further made complaint 
of encroachments made upon them, on the north by the 
Maſlachuſetts, and by them and others towards the Nar- 
raganſets; and that they knew not how to ſupport their 
claims, or aſcertain their boundaries, without a patent- 
they intreat his lordſhip to conſider their circumſtances, 
counſel and aſſiſt their agent, and countenance their de- 

ſigns.“ | 
* only alteration which had been made, at the elec- 
tion, this year, in Connecticut, was the choice of Mr. 
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Thurſton Rayner into the magiſtracy; but at New-Ha- Book I. 
ven, the alteration was very conſiderable. — 
Francis NEWMAN, Eſquire, who had ſucceeded Gov- 1661. 

ernor Eaton, in the chief ſeat of government, was now Governor 
no more. He had been for many years ſecretary, under Newman 
the adminiſtration of Governor Eaton, and well acquaint- s 

ed with the affairs of the colony. He is repreſented as 

a gentleman of piety and unblemiſhed morals, happily 
imitating his predeceſſor both in public and private life. 

Upon the election, William Leet, Eſquire, was cho- 

ſen governor, and Mr. Matthew Gilbert, deputy gover- Election 
nor. Mr. Benjamin Fenn, Mr. Robert Treat, Mr. Jaſ- 41 New- 
per Crane, Mr. John Wakeman, and Mr. William Gib- May 94: 
bard, were elected magiſtrates. The ſpirit of republi- 

caniſm however was ſo high, at New-Haven, that ſeve- 

ral of them would not accept their appointments and take 

the oaths preſcribed. Mr. Wakeman and Mr. Gibbard 

utterly refuſed. Mr. Fenn was hardly prevailed with to 
accept his office. He at laſt took the oath, with this pre- 
vious explanation, that it was only with reference to the 
| particular laws of that colony; and that if any thing fo- 
reign ſhould preſent, it ſhould give no offence if he ſhould 

decline acting. Mr. James Biſhop was choſen ſecretary, 

and Mr. Robert Allen, treaſurer. 
* AN affair had happened at New-Haven, a few months 
before this, which now began to alarm the country, and 
ſoon gave great anxiety and trouble to that colony. 

Vexy ſoon after the reſtoration, a large number of the enter 
Judges of king Charles the firſt, commonly termed regi- ag. wore 
= cides, were apprehended and brought upon their trials, cd. 
in the Old Baily. Thirty nine were condemned, and 
ten executed as traitors. Some others, apprehen- 
ſive of danger, fled out of the kingdom before King 
4 Charles II. was proclaimed. Colonels Whalley and REY, 

& Goffe made their eſcape to New-England. They were ar jive 


5 f d arrive 
brought over by one Captain Gooking, and arrived at at Boſton. 


© Boſton, in July 1660. Governor Endicot and gentle- 


men of character, in Boſton and its vicinity, treated them 

with peculiar reſpect and kindneſs. They were gentle- 

men of ſingular abilities, and had moved in an exalted 

| Tphere. Whalley had been a lieutenant general, and 

+ Gofte, a major general, in Cromwell's army. Their 
manners were elegant, and their appearance grave and 
dignified, commanding univerſal reſpect. They ſoon Retire to 
went from Boſton to Cambridge, where they reſided un- Cam- 


ul February, They reſorted openly to places of public bridge. 
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1661. 


Arrive at 


27th. 


Go to 
Milford. 
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Book I. worſhip on the Lords day, and at other times of public de. 
WS votion. They were univerſally eſteemed, by all men of 


character, both civil and religious. But no ſooner wiz 
it known, that the judges had been condemned as traitors, 
and that theſe gentlemen were excepted from the act of 
pardon, than the principal gentlemen in the Maiſachy. 
ſetts began to be alarmed. Governor Endicot called a 
court of magiſtrates to conſult meaſures for apprehend. 
ing them. However their friends were ſo numerous, 
that a vote could not, at that time, be obtained to arreſt 
them. Some of the court declared, that they would 
ſtand by them, others adviſed them to remove out of the 
colony. 

Fix DING themſelves unſafe at Cambridge, they came, 
by the aſſiſtance of their friends, to Connecticut. They 
made their route by Hartford, but went on directly to 
New- Haven. They arrived about the 27th of March, 


New. Ha, and made Mr. Davenport's houie the place of their rei- 
ven March 


dence, They were treated with the ſame marks of eſteem 
and generous friendſhip, at New-Haven, which they had 


received in the Maſſachuſetts. The more the people be- 


came acquainted with them, the more they eſteemed 
them, not only as men of great minds, but of unfeigned 
piety and religion. For ſometime, they appeared to ap- 
prehend themſelves as out of danger, and happily ſitua- 
ted among a number of pious and agreeable friends. But 
it was not Jong before the news of the king's proclama- 
tion againſt the regicides arrived, requiring, that where- 
ever they might be found, they ſhould he immediately 
apprehended. The governor of Maſſachuſetts, in conſe- 
quence of the royal proclamation, iſſued his warrant to 
arreſt them. As they were certified, by their friends, of 
all meaſures adopted reſpecting them, they removed to 
Milford. 'There they appeared openly in the day time, 
but at night often returned privately to New-Haven, and 
were generally ſecreted at Mr. Davenport's, until about 
the laſt of April. 

In the mean time, the governor of Maſſachuſetts te- 
ccived a royal mandate requiring him to apprehend them; 
and a more full and circumſtantial account of the con- 
demnation and execution of the ten regicides, and of the 
diſpoſition of the court towards them, and the republi- 
cans and puritans in general, arrived in New-England. 
This gave a more general and thorough alarm to the 
whole country. A ſeigned ſearch had been made in the 
Maſſachuſetts, in conſequence of the former warrant 
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for the colonels Whalley and Goffe; but now the gov- Book I. 
ernor and magiſtrates began to view the affair, in a more 
ſerious point of light; and appear to have been in ear- 1661. 
neſt to ſecure them. They perceived, that their own 

perſonal ſafety, and the liberties and peace of the coun- 

try, were concerned in the manner of their conduct to- 

wards thoſe unhappy men. They therefore immediate- 

ly gave a commiſſion to Thomas Kellond and Thomas FE 
Kirk, two zealous young royaliſts, to go through the col- M70" 
onies, as far as the Manhadoes, and make a careful and Kirk com- 
univerſal ſearch for them. They purſued the judges, miſſioned 
with engagedneſs, to Hartford; and, repairing to Goy- to ſearch 
ernor Winthrop, were nobly entertained. He aſſured the coun- 
them, that the colonels made no ſtay in Connecticut, but 
went directly to New-Haven. He gave them a warrant 


and inſtructions ſimilar to thoſe which they had received 


from the governor of Maſſachuſetts, and tranſacted eve- 

ry thing relative to the affair with diſpatch. 'The next 

day they arrived at Guilford, and opened their buſineſs 8 
to deputy governor Leet. They acquainted him that, : 
according to the intelligence which they had received, 

the regicides were then at New-Haven. They deſired 
immediately to be furniſhed with powers, horſes, and aſ- 

ſiſt ance to arreſt them. 

Bor here they were very unwelcome meſſengers. Gov- , . 
ernor Leet, and the principal gentlemen in Guilford and ments of 
New-Haven, had no ill opinion of the judges. If they Governor 
had done wrong in the part they had acted, they viewed Lect and 
It as an error in judgment, and as the fault of great and _ EI 
good men, under peculiar and extraordinary circumſtan- 
ces. They were touched with compaſſion and ſympathy, 
and had real ſcruples of conſcience with reſpect to de- 
lirering up ſuch men to death. They viewed them as 
the excellent in the earth, and were afraid to betray 
them, leſt they ſhould be inſtrumental in ſhedding inno- 
cent blood. They ſaw no advantage in putting them to 
death, They were not zealous therefore to aſſiſt in ap- 
prehending them. Governor Leet ſaid, he had not ſeen 
them, in nine weeks, and that he did not believe they were 238 
at New-Haven. He read ſome of the papers relative to — I 
the affair with an audible voice. The purſuivants obſer- the regi- 
ved to him, that their buſineſs required more ſecrecy, than cides. 
was conſiſtent with ſuch a reading of their inſtructions. 

He delayed furniſhing them with horſes until the next 
morning, and utterly declined giving them any powers, 


until he had conſulted with his council, at New-Haven. 
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Book I. They complained, that an Indian went off, from Guil- 
ford to New-Haven, in the night, and that the governor 


1661, 


was ſo dilatory, the next morning, that a meſſenger went 
on to New-Haven, before they could obtain horſes for 
their aſſiſtance. The judges were apprized of every 
tranſaction reſpecting them, and they, and their friends, 
took their meaſures accordingly. They changed their 
quarters, from one place to another in the town, ag cir. 
cumſtances required; and had faithful friends to give 
them information, and to conceal them from their en- 
emies. 

Ox the 13th of March, the purſuivants came to New. 
Haven, and Governor Leet arrived in town, ſoon after 
them, to conſult his council. They acquainted him, 
that, from the information which they had received, they 
were purſuaded, that the judges were yet in the town, 
and preſſed him and the magiſtrates to give them a war- 
rant and aſſiſtance, to arreſt them, without any further 
delay. But after the governor and his council had been 
together five or fix hours, they diſperſed, without doing 
any thing relative to the affair. 'The governor declared, 
that they could not act without calling a general aſſem- 
bly of the freemen. Kellond and Kirk obſerved to him, 
that the other governors had not ſtood upon ſuch nice- 
ties; that the honor and juſtice of his majeſty were con- 
cerned, and that he would highly reſent the concealment 
and abetting of ſuch traitors and regicides. They de- 
manded whether he and his council would own and 
honor his majeſty ? The governor replied we do honor 
his majeſty, but have tender conſciences z and wiſh ful 
to know whether he will own us.“ 

THe tradition is, that the purſuivants ſearched Mr. 
Davenport's houſe, and uſed him very ill. They al 
ſo ſearched other houſes, where they ſuſpected, that the 
Tegicides were concealed. 'The report is, that they went 
into the houſe of one Mrs. Eyers, where they actually 
were, but ſhe conducted the affair with ſuch compoſure 
and addreſs, that they imagined the judges had juſt made 
their eſcape from the houſe, and they went off without 
making any ſearch. It is ſaid, that once, when the pur- 
ſuers paſſed the neck bridge, the judges concealed them- 
ſelves under it. Several times they narrowly eſcaped, 
but never could be taken. 


Report of Kellond and Kirk to Governor Endicot ; to which 
they gave oath, in the preſence of the governor and his council: 
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THEsE zealous royaliſts, not finding the judges in New- Book I. 
Haven, proſecuted their journey to the Dutch ſettle- www 
ments, and made intereſt with Stuyveſant, the Dutch 1661. 
governor, againſt them. He promiſed them, that if the 
judges ſhould be found within his juriſdiction, he would 

ive them immediate intelligence, and that he would Kellond 
prohibit all ſhips and veſſels from tranſporting them. and Kirk 
Having thus zealouſly proſecuted the buſineſs of their oy gow 
commiſſion, they returned to Boſton 3 and reported the Sort, 
reception, which they had met with at Guilford and 
New-Haven. 

Uro this report, a letter was written, by ſecretary 
Rawſon, in the name of the general court of Maſſachu- 
ſetts, to Governor Leet and his council, on the ſubject 


Letter 
from the 
* court of 


It repreſented, that many complaints had been exhibited, Maſſachu- 


in England, againſt the colonies, and that they were in ſetts to 
great danger. 
complaint, was their giving ſuch entertainment to the 
regicides, and their inattention to his majeſty's warrant, 
for arreſting them. This was repreſented as an affair 
which hazarded the liberties of all the colonies, and eſpe- 
cially, thoſe of New-Haven. It was intimated, that the 
ſafety of particular perſons, no leſs than that of the colo- 
ny, was in danger. It was inſiſted, that the only way to 
expiate their offence, and fave themſelves harmleſs, was, 
without delay, to apprehend the delinquents. Indeed 
the court urged, that not only their own ſafety and wel- 
fare, but the eſſential intereſts of their neighbours, de- 
money their indefatigable exertions to exculpate them- 
elves. 

CoLONELS Whalley and Goffe, after the ſearch which 
had been made for them, at New-Haven, left Mr. Day- 2 
enport's and took up their quarters at Mr. William N 

- Jones's, fon in law to Governor Eaton, and afterwards quarters. 
deputy governor of New-Haven and Connecticut. There 
they ſecreted themſelves until the 11th of May. Thence 
they removed to a mill in the environs of the town. For 
a ſhort time, they made their quarters in the woods, 
and then fixed them in a cave in the ſide of a hill, which 
they named Providence Hill. They had ſome other 
places of reſort, to which they retired as occaſion made it 
neceſſary, but this was, generally, the place of their reſi- 
dence until the 19th of Auguſt.“ When the weather 


Leet. 


About this time they removed to Milford, where they con- 
tinned about two years. On the arrival of the king's commiſſion» 


It was obſerved, that one great ſource of Governor 
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Book I. was bad they lodged, at night, in a neighbouring houſe, 
lt is not improbable, that ſometimes, when it could be 
1661. done with ſafety, they made viſits to their friends at Ney. 

Haven. 
INDEED, to prevent any damage to Mr. Davenport or 
They ap- the colony, they once, or more, came into the town open. 
pear open ly, and offered to deliver up themſelves to fave their 
8 friends. It ſeems it was fully expected, at that time, that 
they would have done it voluntarily. But their friends, 
neither deſired, nor adviſed them, by any means, to a. 
dopt ſo dangerous a meaſure. They hoped to ſave them. 
ſelves and the colony harmleſs, without ſuch a ſacrifice, 
The magiſtrates were greatly blamed for not apprehend. 


15 | tice will be taken of it in this work, further than it is connec 
"1 with the affairs of the colony. + 


ing them, at this time in particular. Secretary Rawſon, 
in a letter of his to Governor Leet, writes, “How ill 
« this will be taken is not difficult to imagine; to be ſure 
« not well. Nay will not all men condemn you az 
« wanting to yourſelves ?” The general court. of Maſh. 
chuſetts, further acquainted Governor Leet, that the col- 
onies were criminated for making no application to the 
king, ſince his reſtoration, and for not proclaiming him 
as their king. The court, in their letter, obſerved, that 
it was highly neceſſary, that they ſhould ſend an agent to 
anſwer for them at the court of England. 
Ox the reception of this intelligence, Governor Leet 
Governor convoked the general court, and laid the letters before 
Leet con- them. After much debate, it was concluded to addreſs 
2 a letter to the general court, exculpating the colony. 
ee Au- With reſpect to the regicides, they declared, that they 
guſt 1ſt. had neither diſowned nor ſlighted the king nor his au- 
thority ; and that the apprehending of them was not de- 
feated by any delay of theirs, as they had made their eſ- 
cape before the king's warrant arrived in the colony. 
They alledged, that the purſuers neglected their buſinels, 
to attend upon the governor and his council, for which 
they had no authority. Beſides they pleaded ſcruples of 
conſcience, and fear of unfaithfulneſs to the people, 
who had given them all their power, and to whom 
they were bound by ſolemn oath. Further, they in- 
ſiſted, that acting upon the warrant would have been 
owning a general governor, and dangerous to the liberties 


New-Ha- 
ven's ex- 


cuſe. 


ers in New. England, they retired again to their cave for a ſbo't 
time, and about the 13th of October 1664 removed to Hadley. 
As the late Rev. Preſident Stiles has written their hiſtory, no no, 
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ed, and though other magiſtrates were mentioned, yet 
they were conſidered only as officers under him. 

Wir reference to the magiſtrates not arreſting the 
judges, when they appeared openly in the town, they ſaid, 
it was owing to a full perſuaſion, that they would cer- 
tainly ſurrender themſelves, according to their promiſe, 
They affirmed, that they had uſed all diligence with thoſe, 
who had ſhown them kindneſs, to perſuade them to de- 
liver them up; that they were ignorant where they were, 
and that they did not believe that they were in the cobo- 
ny. They promiſed, that they would exert themſelves 
to arreſt and ſecure them, if an opportunity ſhould pre- 
ſent. 

THey excuſed themſelves for not making an addreſs 
or application to his majeſty, becauſe it was to them a 
new and unprecedented affair; and they were ignorant 
of the proper form. Indeed they ſaid they could not 
agree in one which might be acceptable. Theſe they 
avowed to be the reaſons of their omiſſion, and not an 
diſloyalty to his majeſty. As the form, in which the col- 
ony of Maſſachuſetts made their ſubmiſſion to the king, 
had been laid before them, they declared, that it was to 
their ſatisfaction, and that, from their hearts, they ac- 
knowledged and ſaid the ſame. They promiſed full ſub- 
jection and entire allegiance to his majeſty, King 
Charles II. Upon this ſubmiſſion and declaration, they 
ſupplicated for the ſame immunities and privileges with 
their ſiſter colonies, and declared their expeCtations of 
the full enjoyment of them. | 

AT the ſame time, they declined the making of any par- 
ticular addreſs to the king, on the account of their ina- 
bility to procure a proper agent to preſent it to his ma- 


257 


of the people. To him they ſaid the warrant was direct- Book I. 


33 
1661. 


jeſty. In their great diſtreſs, they deſired the general 

court of Maſſachuſetts, to — . them to the Ling as — 
cordially owning and complying with their addreſs, as in ſending 
though it had been ſaid and made by themſelves. They a general 
expreſſed their opinion of the neceſſity of a general agent, ent. 


for New-England, to ſupplicate the royal favor, to defeat 
the deſigns of their enemies, and to procure for them all 
acts of indemnity and grace. They agreed to bear their 
Proportionable part of the expenſe. The court immedi- 
ately ſent an agent to Boſton, on this buſineſs. 


; | One They pro- 1 
Sreat matter of complaint, againſt the colonies, had been claim the | 


their not mi ing. 
Proclaʒming the * But as he had now been guſt aiſt, 


ing, Au- 


- . —_ N 
— _ — ge he 4" 


258 THE HISTORY Cray. XII. 


Book I. proclaimed in all the other colonies, in New-England, the 

LV general court at New. Haven judged it expedient formal. 
I661. ly to proclaim him there.“ 

ABOUT this time, it ſeems, Governor Winthrop took 

Gee his paſſage for England. Upon his arrival, he made ap- 

Win- pitcation to Lord Say and Scal, and other friends of the 

throp's colony, for their countenance and aſſiſtance. Lord Say 

conduct and Seal, appears to have been the only nobleman living, 

8 who was one of the original patentees of Connecticut. 

11 5 He held the patent in truſt, originally, for the puritanic 

exiles. He received the addreſs from the colony moſt 

favorably, and gave Governor Winthrop all the aſſiſtance 

in his power. The governor was a man of addreſs, 

and he arrived in England, at a happy time for Connedi. 

Friend. cut. Lord Say and Seal, the great friend of the colony, 

* 0! had been particularly inftrumental of the reſtoration. 

3 This had ſo brought him into the king's favor, that he 

had been made lord privy feal. The earl of Mancheſter, 

another friend of the puritans, and of the rights of the 

colonies, was chamberlain of his majeſty's houſehold, 

He was an intimate friend of Lord Say and Seal, and had 

been united with him in defending the colonies, and 

Favorable Pleading for their eſtabliſhment and liberties. Lord Say 

Seim 200 Beat engaged him to give Mr. Winthrop his utmoſt 

ſtances un- aſſiſtance. Mr. Winthrop had an extraordinary ring, 

der which which had been given his grand father by King Charles 

ier 200 firſt, which he preſented to the king. This, it is ſaid, 


. exceedingly pleaſed his majeſty, as it had been once the 


* The form was curious. It was expreſſed in the following 
words, 
Although we have not reccived any form of proclamation, 
Form of © by order from his majeſty or council of ſlate, for proclaiming 
proclama- “ his majeſty in this colony; yet, the court taking encourage- 
tion. * ment, from what has been done in the reſt of the United colo- 
„ nies, bath thought fit to declare publicly, and proclaim, that 
„we do acknowledge his royal highneſs, Charles tbe ſecond, 
king of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland, to be our fore 
* reign lord and king; and that we do azknowledge ourſelves, 
« the inhabitant: of this colony, to be his majeſty's loyal and 
© faithful ſubjects.” 3 
+ Letter to Governor Winthrop, in England No. IX. Hi! 
lordſhip ever retained his fi iendihip for the colenizs, and not only 
rendered great ſervices to Connecticut, but to them all, in wind. 
cating. them againſt the. complaints, made againſt them, and in 
: conciliating the favor ofthe king and his court towards "ewe 
In a letter of his, to the government of Maſſachuſetts, he ſays, 
have not been wanting both to the king and council to agvanc 


our intereſt ; more I cannot do, but pray the Lord to ſtand 


with you and for you.“ 
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property of a father moſt dear to him. Under theſe cir- BOOK J. 

cumſtances, the petition of Connecticut was preſented, A 

and was received with uncommon grace and favor. 1662. 
Urox the 20th of April 1662, his majeſty granted the Charter 

colony his letters patent, conveying the moſt ample privi- grants. | 

leges, under the great ſeal of England. It confirmed "Territory 

unto it the whole tract of country, granted by King conveyed. 

Charles the firſt unto the earl of Warwick, and which 

was, the next year, by him conſigned unto Lord Say and 

Seal, Lord Brook and others. The patent granted the Reaſons 

lands in free and common ſocage. The facts, ſtated and recogniz- 

| pleaded in the petition, were recognized in the charter, ed. 

nearly in the ſame form of words, as reaions of the royal 

grant, and of the ample privileges which it conveyed. 

* Tr ordained, that John Winthrop, John Maſon, Samuel 

EB Wyllys, Henry Clarke, Matthew Allen, John "Tapping, 

| , Nathan Gould, Richard "Treat, Richard Lord, Henry 

EB Wolcott, John Talcott, Daniel Clarke, John Ogden, 

Thomas Welles, Obadiah Bruen, John Clarke, Anthony 

| A Hawkins, John Deming, and Matthew Camfield, and all 

ſuch others as then were, or ſhould afterwards be admit- 

ted and made free of the corporation, ſhould forever af- 

ter be one body corporate and politic, in fact and name, 

by the name of the GovxRNOR AND COMPANY OF THE 

| ; ExCLIsH COLONY OF CONNECTICUT IN NEwW-ENGLAND 

= IN AMERICA; and that by the ſame name, they and their 

ſucceſlors ſhould have perpetual ſucceſſion. They were 

capacitated, as perſons in law, to plead and be impleaded, 

to defend and be defended, in all ſuits whatſoever : 'To 

purchaſe, poſſeſs, leaſe, grant, demiſe, and fell lands, ten- 

ements, and goods, in as ample a manner, as any of his 

# majeſty's ſubjects or corporations in England. The char- 


U 

; ter ordained, that there ſhould be, annually, two general 

; aſſemblies; one holden on the ſecond Thurſday in May, 

t and the other on the ſecond Thurſday in October. This 

, Was to conſiſt of the governor, deputy governor, and 

© WE tvelve aſſiſtants, with two deputies from every town or 

n , wy John Winthrop was appointed governor, and 

| John Maſon, deputy governor, and the gentlemen named 

Fis above, magiſtrates, until a new election ſhould be made. 

gly Tur company were authorized to have a common 

1 ; ſeal, to appoint judicatories, make freemen, conſtitute of- 
em. 4 hcers, eſtabliſh laws, impoſe fines, aſſemble the inhabi- 1 
„1 auants in marſhal array, for the common defence, and to | 
ance | 


exerciſe martial law in all cales, in which it might be ne. 
and Wh geſſary. 
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IT was ordained by the charter, that all the king's ſub- 


Wa jects, in the colony, ſhould enjoy all the privileges of free 


1662. 


Election 
in Con- 

necticut 
May 15. 


Governor 
Leet's 


conciliato. to them the great diſhculties and dangers 


ry ſpeech” 
May 28th. 


and natural ſubjects within the realm of England; and 
that the patent ſhould always have the moſt favorable 
conſtruction for the benefit of the governor and compa. 
ny. 

1 charter did not come over until after the elec. 
tion. This was on the 15th of May, and the freemen 
made no alteration in their ofhcers. 

Many of the colony of New-Haven appear to have 
been exceedingly oppoſed to King Charles, and to the 
royal inſtructions which they had received. It had been 
with great difficulty, that the governor and council had 
managed the government in ſuch a manner, as to kee 
peace among the people, and not incur the diſpleaſure of 
the king and his council. Though they had done as lit- 
tle as poſhble, conſiſtent with loyalty, in conforming to 
his majeſty's orders, yet they had done more than was 
pleaſing to all. There had been ſome inſurrections and 
tumults, and the authority, in ſome inſtances, had not 
been well treated. Some complained, that they could 
not enjoy their privileges more amply : and that none 
but church members could be freemen of the corporation, 

GoveERNoR Leet, therefore, at the court of election, 
made a pacific ſpeech to the freemen. He repreſented 
of the year paſt, 
and the divine goodneſs towards them, in the continua- 
tion of their civil and religious privileges. He acknowl- 
edged himſelf to be ſubject to many imperfeQtons, yet 
profeſſed, that, in his office, he had acted confcientioully, 
conſulting the common ſafety and happineſs. He de- 
clared his readineſs to give the reaſons of his conduct to 
any brother, or brethren, who would come to him, in an 
orderly manner. He acknowledged their kind affection 
and patience towards him, in covering and paſſing by 
his infirmities. 

Urox this, the election proceeded, and he was choſen 
governor, and Matthew Gilbert, deputy governor. The 
deputy governor's not apprehending the regicides, did 
not, in any meaſure, injure his popularity. No objection 
was made againſt either of the governors. Mr. William 
Jones and Mr. William Gibbard were choſen magiſtrates, 
for New-Haven; Mr. Benjamin Fenn and Mr. Robert 
Treat, for Milford; and Mr. Jaſper Crane, for Bran- 
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ford. Several of the magiſtrates took the oath, this year, Book J. 
with the explanations and exceptions, which they had Cw 
made the laſt. | 1662. 

BEFORE the ſeſſions of the general aſſembly of Con- 
necticut, in October, the charter was brought over; and 
as the governors and magiſtrates, appointed by his ma- 
jeſty, were not authorized to ſerve after this time, a gen- General 
eral election was appointed, on the gth of October. —_— 1 

a . art ford 
John Winthrop, Eſquire, was choſen governor, and John O4. 5th, 
Maſon, Eſquire, deputy governor. The magiſtrates 1662. 
were Matthew Allen, Samuel Wyllys, Nathan Gould, 
Richard Treat, John Ogden, John Tapping, John Tal- 
cott, Henry Wolcott, Daniel Clarke and John Allen, Eſf- 
quires, Mr. Baker and Mr. Sherman. John Talcott, Eſ- 
quire, was treaſurer, and Daniel Clarke, Eſquire, ſeere- 
tary. 

Uro the day of the election, the charter was publicly 
read to the freemen, and declared to belong to them and 
their ſucceſſors. They then proceeded to make choice of 
Mr. Wyllys, Mr. Talcott, and Mr. Allen to receive the 
charter into their cuſtody, and to keep it in behalf of the 
colony. It was ordered, that an oath ſhould be admin- 
iſtered, by the court, to the freemen, binding them to a 
faithful diſcharge of the truſt committed to them. 

Tae general aſſembly eſtabliſhed all former officers, Acts paſſ- 
civil and military, in their reſpective places of truſt ; and ed upon 
enacted, that all the laws of the colony ſhould be contin- 3 
ued in full force, except ſuch as ſhould be found contrary charter 
to the tenor of the charter. It was alſo enacted, that OR. ↄth, 
the ſame colony ſeal ſhould be continued. 1662. 

Tux major part of the inhabitants of Southhold, ſeve- 
ral of the people at Guilford, and of the towns of Stam- 
ford and Greenwich, tendering their perſons and eſtates 


* 


to Connecticut, and petitioning to enjoy the protection 


and privileges of this commonwealth, were accepted by : 
the aſſembly, and promiſed the ſame protection and free- 
dom, which was common to the inhabitants of the colony 
in general. At the ſame time, it was enjoined upon them, 
to conduct themſelves peaceably, as became chriſtians, 
towards their neighbours, who did not ſubmit to the ju- 
riſdiction of Connecticut; and that they ſhould pay all 
taxes due to the miniſters, with all other public charges 
en due. A meſſage was ſent to the Dutch governor, 
certifying him of the charter, granted to Connecticut, 
and deſiring him, by no means, to trouble any of his ma- 
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Book I. jeſty's ſubjects, within its limits, with impoſitions, gr 

E profccutions from that juriſdiction. 

1662. Tux affembly gave notice to the inhabitants of Wi. 
cheſter, that they were comprehended within the limit; 
of Connecticut; and ordered, that, as his majeſty hz ME 
thus diſpoſed of them, they ſhould conduct themſelves 4; . 
peaceable ſubjects. # 

THe affembly reſolved, that the inhabitants of Miſtic „ 

Ae +l and Pawcatuck ſhould no more exerciſe any authority, by * 

tend their virtue of commiſſions from any other colony, but ſhould 

jurifdic- elect their town officers, and manage all their affairs, ac. 
tionto cording to the laws of Connecticut. It was alſo reſol. 

- * ved, that this, and ſome other towns, ſhould pay twenty 

Long-10- pounds each, towards defraying the expenſe of procur. 

and. ing the charter.“ 

HUuNTIxGTON, Setauket, Oyſter-bay, and all the town 
upon Long-liland, were obliged to ſubmit to the authori- 
ty, and govern themſelves agreeably to the laws of Con- 
necticut. A court was inſtituted at Southhold, conſiſt. 
ing of Captain John Youngs, and the juſtices of South 
and Eaſt-Hampton. The aſſembly reſolved, that all the 
towns, which ſhould be received under their juriſdiction, 
ſhould bear their equal proportion of the charge of the 
colony, in procuring the patent. 

Apoolat As the charter included the colony of New- Haven, 

commit- Mr. Matthew Allen, Mr. Samuel Wyllys, and the Rer- 

tee to erend Meſheurs Stone and Hooker, were appointed a com- 
confer. mittee, to proceed to New-Haven, and to treat with their 

. friends there, reſpecting an amicable union of the two 

ven. colonies. | 

Tux committee proceeded to New-Haven, and after: 
conference with the governor, magiſtrates and principal 
gentlemen in the colony, left the following declaration 
be communicated to the freemen. 

; « Wer declare, that through the providence of the moſt 

Commit- «c IIigh, a large and ample patent, and therein deſirable 


tee's dec- CC » 2 . * * * * 2 
ivilege ein 
8 privileges and immunities from his majeſty, being 


* It appears from the appropriations made, and taxc3 impol 
ed, to pay the charges of Governor Winthrop's agency, that the 
charter coſt the colony about thirtcen hund red pounds ſterling: 

+ A thaukſgiving was appointed, by this aſſembly, through 
the colony, to celebrate the divine keneficence ; eſpecially in 
granting them ſuch a favorable reception with his majeſty, 3" 
ſuch ample civil and religious privileges, as had been conferte 
by their charter: and for Gop's gracious anſwer to the prayels 
of his people, in abating the ſickneſs of the country, and SW 
them rain, in the time of droughts 
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e come to our hand, a copy whereof we have left with Book I. 
« you to be conſidered, and yourſelves, upon the ſea 
« coaſt, being included and intereſted therein, the king 162. 
« having united us in one body politic, we, according to 
« the commiſſion wherewith we are intruſted, by the 
« general Aſſembly of Connecticut, do declare, in their 
« name, that it is both their and our earneſt deſire, that 
« there may be a happy and comfortable union between 
« yourſclves and us, according to the tenor of the char- 
« ter; that inconveniences and dangers may be prevent- 
« ed, peace and truth ſtrengthened and eſtabliſhed, 
« through our ſuitable ſubjection to the terms of the pa- 
« tent, and the bleſſing of Gop upon us therein.” 

Tun authority of New-Haven made the following 
reply. 

« WE have received and peruſed your writings, and _ 
„ heard the copy read of his majeſty's letters patent to 3 1 
Connecticut colony; wherein, though we do not find — 5 ö 
BW ©« the colony of New-Haven expreſsly included, yet to | 
= © ſhow our deſire that matters may be iſſued in the con- i 
W © ſerving of peace and amity, with righteouſneſs between . 
= © them and us, we ſhall communicate your writing, and 9 
= © a copy of the patent, to our freemen, and afterwards, 1 
= © with convenient ſpeed, return their anſwer. Only It 
= © we defire, that the iſſuing of matters may be reſpited {| 
= © until we may receive ſuller information from Mr. 4 
Winthrop, or ſatisfaction otherwiſe z and that in the | 
= © mean time, this colony may remain diſtinct, entire, i | 
= © and uniuterrupted, as heretofore : which we hope you | 
= © will ſee cauſe lovingly to conſent unto ; and ſignify 
= © the ſame to us, with convenient ſpeed.” 
= On the 4th of November, the freemen of the colony c 
= of New-Haven convened, in general court. The gover- 3 k 
nor communicated the writings to the court, and ordered New-Ha- | 
a copy of the patent to be read. After a ſhort adjourn- ven Nov. 
ment for conſideration, in an affair of ſo much impor- 4th. 
tance, the freemen met again, and proceeded to a large 

diſcuſſion of the ſubject. | | | 

Tre Reverend Mr. Davenport was entirely oppoſed | | 
to an union with Connecticut. He proceeded therefore, 3 — = 
to offer a number of reaſons, why the inhabitants of New- oppotes 1 
Haven could not be included in the patent of that colo- the union. * 
ny, and for which they ought by no means, voluntarily : 1 


—— — — — 
- * 


to form an union. He left his reaſons, in writing, for 
the conſideration of the freemen. He obſerved, that he 
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Reaſons 
againſtit. 
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ſhould leave others to act according to the light which 
they ſhould receive. 

Ir was inſiſted, that New-Haven had been owned 1; 
a diſtinct government, not only by her ſiſter colonic, by 
the parliament and the protector, during their adminif. 
tration; but by his majeſty King Charles the ſecond: 
That it was againſt the expreſs articles of confederation, 


by which Connecticut was no leſs bound, than the other 


colonies : That New-Haven had never been certified of 
any ſuch deſign, as their incorporation with Connetticut; 
and that they had never been heard on the ſubject. It 
was further urged, that, had it been deſigned to unite 
them with Connecticut, ſome of their names, at leaſt, 
would have been put into the patent, with the other pa- 
tentees; but none of them were there. Hence it was 
maintained, that it never could have been the deſign of 
his majeſty to comprehend them within the limits of the 
charter. It was argued, that for them to conſent to an 
union would be inconſiſtent with their oath, to maintain 
that commonwealth with all its privileges civil and reli- 
gious. Indeed it was urged, that it would be incompati- 
ble both with their honor and moſt eſſential intereſts, 

GoveERNoR Leet excuſed himſelf from ſpeaking on the 
ſubject, defiring rather to. hear the freemen ſpeak their 
minds freely, and to act themſelves, with reſpect to the 
union. | 

AFTER the affair had been fully debated, the freemen 
reſolved, that an anſwer to Connecticut ſhould be drawn 
up under the following heads. | 
1. „ BEARING a proper teſtimony againſt the great fin 
« of Connecticut, in acting ſo contrary to -righteouſnels, 
“% amity and peace.” | 

2. „ DESIRING that all further proceedings, relative 


4 tothe affair, might be ſuſpended, until Mr. Winthrop 
&« ſhould return, or they might otherwiſe obtain further 


« information and ſatisfaction.” | 
3. © To repreſent, that they could do nothing in the at- 
ce fair, until they had conſulted the other confederates.”* 
Tar freemen appointed all their magiſtrates and el- 


ders, with Mr. Law of Stamford, a committee to draw 


up an anſwer to the general aſſembly of Connecticut. 
They were directed to ſubjoin the weighty arguments, 
which they had againſt an union, If theſe ſhould not 
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avail, they were directed to prepare an addreſs to his Book J. 
majeſty, praying for relief. | LYN 

Tut committee drew up a long letter, in which they 162. 
declared, that they did not find any command in the pa- 
tent, to diflolve covenants, and alter the orderly ſettle- 
ment of New England ; nor a prohibition againſt their 
continuance as a diſtinct government. They repreſent- 
ed, that the conduct of Connecticut, in acting at firſt 
without them, confirmed them in thoſe ſentiments z and 
that the way was ſtill open for them to petition his ma- 
jeſty, and obtain immunities, ſimilar to thoſe of Connect- 
icut. They declared, that they muſt enter their appeal 
from the conſtruction, which Connecticut put upon the 
patent; and deſired that they might not be interrupted, 
in the enjoyment of their diſtinct privileges. They ſoli- 
cited that proceedings, relative to an union, might reſt 
until they might obtain further information, conſult their 
confederates, and know his majeſty's pleaſure concerning 
them. 

Tun committee then proceeded to repreſent the un- 
reaſonable and injurious conduct of Connecticut towards 
them, in beginning to exerciſe juriſdiftion, within their 
limits, before they had given them any intimations, that 
they were included in their charter; before they had in- 
vited them to an amicable union; and before they had 
any repreſentation in their aſſembly, or name in their pa- 
tent. They urged, that, in ſuch a procedure, they had 
encouraged diviſion, and given countenance to diſaffected 
perſons : That they had abetted them in lighting ſolemn 
covenants and oaths, by which the peace of the towns 
and churches, in that colony, was greatly diſturbed. Fur- 
ther, they inſiſted, that, by this means, his majeſty's pi- 
ous deſigns were counteracted, and his intereſts diſſerved : 
That great ſcandal was brought upon religion before the 
natives, and the beauty of a peaceable, faithful, and 
brotherly walking exceedingly marred among themſelves. 
The committee alſo repreſented, that theſe tranſactions 
were entirely inconſiſtent with the engagements of Gov- 
ernor Winthrop; contrary to his advice to Connecticut; 
and tended to bring injurious reflections and reproach 
upon him. They earneſtly prayed for a copy of all which 
he had written to the deputy governor and company on 
the ſubject. On the whole, they profeſſed themſelves 
exceedingly injured and grieved ; and intreated the gen- 
eral aſſembly of * to adopt ſpeedy and effec- 
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made, and to reſtore them to their former ſtate, as a con- 
federate and ſiſter colony.“ 

ConNECTICUT made no reply to this letter; but at x 
general aſſembly, holden March 11th 1663, appointed the 
deputy governor, Meſſrs. Matthew and John Allen, and 
Mr. John Talcott, a committee to treat with their frieng; 
at New-Haven, on the ſubje& of an union. But the 
haſty meaſures, which the general aſſembly had taken, in 
admitting the diſaffected members of the ſeveral townz, 
under the juriſdiction of New-Haven, to their protection, 
and to the privileges of freemen of their corporation, and 
in that way beginning to diſmember that colony, before 
they had invited them to incorporate with them, had { 
ſoured their minds and prejudiced them, that this com- 
mittee had no better te than the former. 

In conſequence of the claims of Connecticut, and of 
what had paſſed between the two colonies, Governor 
Leet called a ſpecial aſſembly, at New-Haven, on the 6th 
of May. It was then propoſed to the court, whether, 
conſidering the preſent ſtate of the colony, and the affairs 
depending between them and Connecticut, any alteration 
ſhould be made, with reſpect to the time or manner of 
their election? The freemen reſolved, that no alteration 
ſhould be made. They then determined upon a remon- 
ſtrance, or declaration to be ſent to the general aſſembly 
of Connecticut. In this they gave an hiſtorical account 
of the ends of their coming, with their brethren inthe 
United colonies, into New-England, and of the ſolemn 
manner in which theſe colonies had confederated ; and in- 
ſinuated, that the conduct of Connecticut towards them 
was directly contrary to the deſigns of the firſt planters of 
New-England, and to that expreſs article of the confed- 
eration, that no one colony ſhould be annexed to another, 
without the conſent of the other colonies. They deClar- 
ed, that if, through the contrivance of Connecticut, 
without their knowledge or conſent, the patent did cit- 
cumſcribe that colony, it was, in their opinion, contrary 
to brotherly love, righteouſneſs, and peace. They alſo 
declared, that, notwithſtanding the ſenſe which Connett- 
icut put upon their patent, they could not find one line 
or letter in it expreſſing his majeſty's pleaſure, that they 
ſhould become one with that colony. The court afhrm- 
ed, that they were neceſſitated to bear teſtimony 2g® 
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the appointment of conſtables and other officers, in the Book I. 
towns under their juriſdiction, and the diſmembering of CY 
their colony, by receiving their diſaffected people under 1663. 
the protection of a legiſlature diſtinct from theirs, and in 
which they had no repreſentation. They remonſtrated 
againſt this, as diſtracting the colony, deſtroying the 
comfort, and hazarding the lives and liberties of their 
confederates z as giving great offence to their conſciences, 
and as matter of high provocation and complaint before 
Gop and man. All this unbrotherly and unrighteous 
management, they repreſented, as exceedingly aggrava- 
ted, in that, notwithſtanding their former repreſentations 
and intreaties, in writing, notwithſtanding their appeal 
to his majeſty, and notwithſtanding all their paſt diſtreſs 
and ſufferings, they were ſtill purſuing the ſame courſe. 
They ſtill declared, that they appealed to his majeſty ; 
and that, exceedingly grieved and afflicted, they, in the 
ſight of Gop, angels, and men, teſtified againſt ſuch pro- 
ceedings.* 

WHILE theſe affairs were tranſacted in the colonies, Governer 
the petition and addreſs of New-Haven, to his majeſty, Winthrop 


arrived in England. Upon which Governor Winthrop, 
who was yet there, by the advice of the friends of both 
colonies, agreed, that no injury ſhould be done to New- 


writes to 
Connecti- 


cut, 


March 3. 


Haven, and that the union and incorporation of the two 
colonies ſhould be voluntary. Therefore, on the 3d of 
March 1663, he wrote to the deputy governor and com- 
pany of Connecticut, certifying them of his engagements 
to the agent of New-Haven; and that, before he took 
out the charter, he had given aſſurance to their friends, 
that their intereſts and privileges ſhould not be injured 
by the patent. He repreſented, that they were bound by 
the aſſurances he had given; and therefore wiſhed them 
to abſtain from all further injury and trouble of that col- 
ony. He imputed what they had done to their ignorance 
of the engagements, which he had made. At the ſame 
time, he intimated his aſſurance, that, on his return, he 
ſhould be able to effect an amicable union of the colo- 
nies. T | 

Ar the election in Connecticut, Mr. Howel and Mr. Election 
Jaſper Crane were choſen magiſtrates inſtead of Mr. John at Hart- 


Allen and Mr. John Ogden. Mr. John Allen was ap- ford May 
pointed treaſurer. © | x4th 
| | . | | 1663. 
* No. XI. | r L | eres 
J Governor Winthrop's letter to Connecticut No. XII. 


Mr. Crane was choſen magiſtrate, this vear, in both colonies, 
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ConNECTICUT now laid claim to Weſt-Cheſter, and 
ſent one of their magiſtrates to lead the inhabitants to the 
choice of their officers, and to adminiſter the proper oaths 
to ſuch as they ſhould elect. The colony alſo extended 
their claim to the Narraganſet country, and appointed of. 
ficers for the government of the inhabitants at Wickford, 

NoTw1THSTANDING the remonſtrance of the court, at 
New-Haven, their appeal to King Charles the ſecond, 
and the engagements of Governor Winthrop, Conneti. 
cut purſued the affair of an union, in the ſame manner in 
which it was begun. At a ſeſſion of the general g ſſem- 
bly, Auguſt 19th, 1663, the deputy governor, Mr. Wy]. 
lys, Mr. Daniel Clarke, and Mr. John Allen, were ap— 
pointed a committee to treat with their friends of New. 
Haven, Milford, Guilford and Branford, relative to their 
incorporation with Connecticut. Provided they could 
not effect an union, by treaty, they were authorized to 
read the charter publicly, at New-Haven, and to make 
declaration to the people there, that the afſembly could 
not but reſent their proceeding, as a diſtin& juriſdiction, 
ſince they were evidently included within the limits of 
the charter, granted to the corporation of Connecticut. 
They were inſtructed to proclaim, that the aſſembly did 
defire, and could not but expect, that the inhabitants of 
New-Haven, Milford, Guilford, Branford and Stam- 
ford, would yield ſubjection to the government of Con- 
necticut. 

Ar the meeting of the commiſſioners, in September, 
New-Haven was owned by the colonies, as a diſtinct 
confederate. Governor Leet and Mr, Fenn, who had 
been ſent from that juriſdiction, exhibited a complaint 
againlt Connecticut, of the injuries which they had done, 
by encroaching upon their rights, receiving their mem- 
bers under their government, and encouraging them to 
diſown their authority, to diſregard their oath of allegi- 
ance, and to refuſe all attendance on their courts. They 
further complained, that Connecticut had appointed 
conſtables in ſeveral of their towns, to the great diſquiet 
and injury of the colony. They prayed, that effec- 
tual meaſures, might be taken to redreſs their grievances, 
to prevent further injuries, and ſecure their rights as 3 
diſtinct confederate. | 

GovERNoR Winthrop and Mr. John Talcott, commil- 
ſioners from Connecticut, replied, that, in their opinion, 
New-Haven had no juſt grounds of complaint; that 


Connecticut had never deſigned them any injury; but 
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had made to them the moſt friendly propoſitions, invi- Book I. 
ting them to ſhare with them frecly in all the important 
and diſtinguiſhing privileges, which they had obtained 1663. 
for themſelves ; that they had ſent committees amicably 

to treat with them; that they were {till treating, and 

would attend all juſt and friendly means of accommoda- 

tion. 

Tas commiſſioners of the other colonies, having ful- ; 

ly heard the parties, determined, that as the colony of vt vg” 
New-Haven had been « owned, in the articles of confed- the com- 
« eration, as diſtinct from Connecticut, and having been miſſion- 
« ſo owned, by the colonies jointly in the preſent meet- ers. 
« ing, in all their actings, they may not, by any acts of 
« violence, have their liberty of juriſdiction infringed, 
« by any other of the United colonies, without breach of 
« the articles of confederation ; and that where any act 
« of power hath been exerted againſt their authority, 
« that the ſame ought to be recalled, and their power 
« reſerved to them entire, until ſuch time, as, in an or- 
« derly way, it ſhall be otherwiſe diſpoſed.” With ref- 
pect to the particular grievances, mentioned by the com- 
miſhoners of New-Haven, the conſideration of them was 
referred to the next meeting of the commiſſioners at 
Hartford.* 

Tux extending of the claims of Connecticut, to all the ue 
plantations upon Long-Iſland, to Weſt-Cheiter, and the Dutch 
neighbouring towns, alarmed Stuyveſant, the Dutch gov- governor 
ernor. He therefore appeared before the commiſſioners, complains 
at Boſton, and complained of the infraction of the arti- 33 
cles of agreement concluded, at Hartford, between the ticles of 
Engliſh and Dutch, and deſired the commiſſioners to de- agreement 
termine, whether they conſidercd ſaid articles as binding in 1650. 
the parties or not. 

As this complaint reſpeAed Connecticut more eſpe- Reply of 
cally, Governor Winthrop and Mr. 'Talcott replied, in Connecti- 
behalf of their conſtituents. They pleaded, that, as it cut. 
was an affair of great concernment, and as Connecticut 
had not been certified of any fuch complaint, and they 
had no inſtructions relative to the ſubject, the decifion of 
it might be deferred, until the next meeting of the com- 
miſſioners. 

TRE commiſſioners refolved, that, ſaving their allegi- Determi- 
ance to his majeſty, and his claim to the lands in contro- nation of 


rerſy, and the right of Connecticut colony, by virtue of the com- 
miſſion- 


ers. 


Sept. 3. 
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their charter, they did, for themſelves, eſteem the arti. 


Way cles of agreement, in 1650, to be binding, and that they 
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would not countenance the violation of them. T hey 
adviſed the parties concerned to refer all matters, ref. 
pecting the ſubject, to the next meeting of the commiſ. 
ſioners. In the mean time they adviſed, that the articles 
of agreement ſhould be obſerved, and that all perſons in the 
places in controverſy ſhould be acquitted from penalties 
and damages, on the account of their having reliſted the 
authority of the Dutch.* 

ConNECTICUT was now attacked from all quarters, 
While the colony was without a royal grant, its neigh- 
bours made encroachments with impunity ; and now, 
when it extended its claims, by virtue of regal authority, 
they all complained, and took all poſſible advantage of for. 
mer encroachments and deciſions, at times, when the 
could plead no ſuch authority. As all the United celo. 
nies, except Plimouth, were effected by the claims of the 
colony, ſo they were mutually intereſted in oppoſing and 
determining againſt them. 

As Connecticut had now claimed Pawcatuck, or 
Southerton, and prohibited the exerciſe of any authority 
there, except ſuch as was derived from the legiſlature of 
that colony, the inhabitants had exhibited three addreſſes 
to the general court of Maſſachuſetts, petitioning for re- 
lief and protection. 

Tu commiſſioners from Maſſachuſetts, Mr. Brad- 
ſtreet and Mr. Danforth, laid the complaints and petitions 
before the commiſſioners of the other colonies, and pray- 
ed for relief, according to the proviſion made, in ſuch ca- 
ſes, in the articles of confederation. 

Tur court of commiilioners adviſed, that the affair 
ſhould be reſpited for the preſent; that Connecticut 
ſhould apply to the general court of the Maflachuſetts, 
for an amicable ſettlement; and that, if this ſhould not 
be effected, the aggrieved party might make application 
to the commiſſioners, at their next meeting. In the 
mean time, they adviſed, that affairs, at Southerton, 
ſhould be managed according to their former deciſions. 

WHEN the general aſſembly of Connecticut convened, 
in October, they paid particular attention to theſe great 
objects of general concernment. Notwithſtanding 21 
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ter to the gentlemen at New-Haven, and to incloſe to 
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which had happened relative to New-Haven, the follow- Book I. 
ing act paſſed. — 
« 'Tr1s court doth declare, that they can do no leſs, 1663. 
« for their own indemnity, than to manifeſt their diſſat- A ꝗ rec. 
« isfaction with the plantations of New-Haven, Milford, petting 
« Guilford, Stamford, and Branford, in their diſtin&t New-Ha- 
« ſtanding from us, in point of government; it being di- en. 
« rectly oppoſite to the tenor of the charter, lately grant- 
« ed to our colony. of Connecticut, in which theſe plan- 
« tations are included. We do alſo expect their ſub- 
« miſſion to our government, according to our charter 
« and his majeſty's pleaſure therein expreſſed ; it being a 
« ſtated concluſion with the commiſſioners, that juriſdic- 
« tion right goeth with patent: And whereas the afore- 
« ſaid people of New-Haven, Milford, Guilford, Stam- 
« ford, and Branford, pretend they have power of gov- 
« ernment, diſtinct from us, we do hereby declare, that 
« our council will be ready to attend them, or a com- 
« mittee of theirs z and if they can rationally make it 
« appear, that they have ſuch power, and that we have 
« wronged them according to their complaints, we ſhall 
« be ready to attend them with due ſatisfaction.““ 
Tun aſſembly appointed a committee to draught a let- 


them the preceding reſolution. 

AGENTS were ſent to this aſſembly from the Manha- Agents 
does, to treat with the legiſlature, relative to the differ- from the 
ences ſubſiſting between them and the Dutch. A peti- Dutch. 
tion, at the ſame time, was preſented from the Engliſh 
plantations upon Long-Iſland, in the vicinity of the 
Dutch, praying for the protection and privileges of the 
corporation of Connecticut. Upon which the aſſembly 
paſſed the following reſolve. | 

« 'THAT, as they were ſolicitous to maintain the inter- 
« eſts and peace of his majeſty's ſubjeCts, and yet to at- 
« tend all ways of righteouſneſs, ſo that they might hold 
a friendly correſpondence with their neighbours, at the 
* Manhadoes, they would, for the preſent, forbear all 
« acts of authority, towards the Engliſh plantations on 
« the weſt end of Long-Iſland, provided the Dutch 
* would forbear to exerciſe any coercive power towards 
« them; and this court ſhall ceaſe from further atten- 
“dance unto the premiſes, until there be a ſeaſonable 
return, from the general Stevenſon, to thoſe propoſi- 
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ce tions his meſſengers carried with them, or until there 
« bean iſſue of the difference, between them and us. 
« And, in caſe the Dutch do unjuſtly moleſt or offer vis. 
« lence unto them, we declare that we ſhall not be will. 
« ing to ſee our countrymen, his majeſty's natural born 
e ſubjects, and his intereſts interrupted or moleſted, by 
« the Dutch or any others; but we ſhall addreſs our. 
tc ſelves, to uſe ſuch juſt and lawful means, as Gop ſhall, 
c in his wiſdom, offer to our hands, for their indemnity 
« and ſafety, until his majeſty, our ſovereign Lord the 
« King, ſhall pleaſe to declare his royal pleaſure for their 
« future ſettlement.” 

As Governor Winthrop was now returned from Eng. 
land, the aſſembly embraced the firſt opportunity to pre- 
ſent him with the thanks of the colony, for the great paing 
he had taken, and the ſpecial ſervices he had rendere it, 
in procuring the charter. 

Tas legiſlature, determining to ſecure, as far as poſſ- 
ble, the lands within the limits of their charter, authori- 
zed one Thomas Pell to purchaſe of the Indian proprie- 
tors all that tract between Weſt-Cheſter and Hudſon's 
river, and the waters which made the Manhadoes an iſ- 
and; and retolved, that it ſhould be added to Welt- 
Cheſter, 

THe towns on the weſt end of Long-Iſland petitioning 
to be under the government of Connecticut, the aſſembly 
declared, that, as the lines of their patent extended to the 


adjoining iſlands, they accepted thoſe towns under their 
Juriſdiction, 


IT was reſolved, in October, that Hammonaſlet ſhould 
be a town. The ſame month, twelve planters, principal- 
ly from Hartford, Windſor, and Guilford, fixed their reſ- 
idence there. It was afterwards named Killingworth. 
At the October ſeſſions, 1703, the aſſembly gave them 4 
patent, confirming to the proprietors all the lands within 
the limits of the town.“ 

WHILE theſe affairs were tranſacted in Connecticut, 
the colony of New-Haven perſiſted in their oppoſition to 
an incorporation with that government. On the 22d of 
October, their general court convened, and Governor 
Leet acquainted the court, that, fince the meeting of the 
commiſſioners, their committee had written to Connecti- 


* The name originally defgned was Kei elworth, and thus it 
is written, for ſome years, on the records ot the colony, but by 
ane 4h it was recorded Killingworth, and this name finally Pf. 
vailed. 
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cut to the following effect: That as the commiſſioners Book I. 
had unanimouſly eſtabliſhed the confederation, and the WwWw 
diſtin and entire juriſdiction of each confederate colo- 1663. 
ny, they judged, that it would not be unacceptable to 
preſent to their general aſſembly our requeſt, that they 
would act in conformity to the advice of the commiſſion- 
ers, and recal all former acts, inconſiſtent with their de- 
terminations They inſiſted, that a compliance with 
their wiſhes would be no obſtruction to an amicable 
treaty ; but that its tendency would be ſooner to effect 
the union, which they deſired : That it could, by no 
m-ans, endanger their patent, nor any of their chartered 
rights; and that they had the countenance of all the 
confederates, to apologize for them in their preſent re- 

ueſt, and in maintaining their rights, as a diſtin ju- 
riſdiction. Governor Leet further certified the court, 
that their committee had deſired an anſwer to their letter, 
before the preſent ſeſſions of their general court, and 
previouſly to their anſwering the propoſals made to them 
by Connecticut. 

Tux freemen of the colony of New-Haven were not The free. 
only oppoſed to an incorporation with Connecticut, but men de- 
even to treating with them, under the then preſent cir- termine 
cumſtances. to e. 

Tux court, after a long and ſerious debate, conſider- ne RE 

ing, that the general court of Connecticut, had not com- with that 
pled with their requeſt, but {till claimed a right of juriſ- colony. 
diction over them, and countenanced the malecontents 
in their ſeveral towns, were decidedly againſt any fur- 
ther treaty. The following reſolution was adopted. 
« 'That no treaty be made, by this colony, with Connect- 
« icut, before ſuch acts of power, exerted by them, up- 
« on any of our towns, be revoked and recalled, accord- 
« ing to the honorable Mr. Winthrop's letter, enga- 
ging the ſame, the commiſhoners' determination, and 
« our frequent deſires.“ 

Tas court ordered, that the magiſtrates, or other offi- Order 
cers, where there were no magiſtrates, ſhould iſſue war- that rates 
rants, according to law, to attach the perſonal eſtate of ſhall be 
thoſe who, upon legal demand, had refuſed, or ſhould re- diſtramed: 
fuſe to make payment of their rates. It was provided, 
that, in caſe of reſiſtance and forcible reſcue, violence 
ſhould not be uſed to the ſhedding of blood, unleſs it 
were in a man's own defence. The court further deter- 
mined to make —— to his majeſty for redreſg, 
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Book I. The plan adopted by the court, as circumſtances then 
ere, was to petition the king for a bill of exemption 
1663. from the government of Connecticut, and to leave the 
affair of procuring a patent, for that colony, to the wif. 
dom of tleir agents im England, as they ſhould judge to 
be moſt expedient. 
A Tax of 300 was levied upon the colony, for the 
urpoſe of enabling them to proſecute the affair before 
is majeſty in council. e 
A pay of extraordinary faſting and prayer was ap- 
pointed to fupplicate divine mercy, for the afflicted peo. 
ple of Gop univerſally, and eſpecially for themſelves, that 
they might be direCted to the proper means of obtaining 
an eſtabliſhed and permanent enjoyment of their juſt 
rights and privileges. 
"EEE THe affairs of the colony of New-Haven were now ex- 
raſſed Ceedingly embarraſſed, and approaching to an important 
ſtate of Criſis. The colony was much in debt. Taxes had not 
New. Ha- been punctually collected. Many were diſaffected with 
ven. the government, and refuſed to pay any thing for its ſup- 
port. When the officers of New-Haven attempted to 
collect the taxes, which had been impoſed, they repaired 
to Connecticut for protection; and, with too little ap- 
pearance of juſtice, or brotherly affection, were protect- 
ed, by its legiſlature. Indeed the colony was ſo reduced, 
that it could not pay the ſtated ſalaries of its principal off- 
cers. While the court expreſſed their ardent delires, 
were it in their power, to give the governors the full ſala- 
ry, which had been uſual, yet, conſidering the low ſtate 
of the colony, and the numbers withdrawn from them, 
they judged they were not able to give the governor 
more than forty pounds, and the deputy governor not 
more than ten. 
No ſooner did the officers begin to diſtrain the rates 
Alarm at of thoſe who refuſed: to pay, than it produced the moſt 
e Gs alarming and dangerous conſequences. One John Roſ- 
and New. {iter of Guilford, and his ſon, bold and diſorderly men, 
Haven, Who had been puniſhed for miſdemeanors, by the autho- 
Dec. zoth, rity of the colony of New-Haven, made a journey to 
Hartford, and obtained two of the magiſtrates of Con- 
necticut, a conſtable, and ſeveral others, to come down 
to Guilford, on the night of the zoth of December. 
By firing a number of guns in the night, they greatly 
alarmed and diſturbed the town. Some of the meny 
from ConneCticut, were rough, and uſed high and threat- 
ning language. In ſuch a criſis Governor Leet judged 
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it expedient to ſend immediately to Branford and New- Book I. 
Haven, for aſſiſtance. Both the towns were alarmed, . 
in the dead time of night, and forwarded men to the aid 1663. 

of the governor. The governor and magiſtrates conduct- 

ed affairs with ſuch moderation and prudence, that no 

miſchief was done. The gentlemen from Connecticut 
remonſtrated againſt collecting taxes from thoſe, who 

had been taken under the protection of that colony, and 

deſired New-Haven to ſuſpend the affair for further con- 
ſideration. 

GovERNoOR Leet therefore convoked a ſpecial court, at General 
New-Haven, on the 7th of January 1664. He opened court at 
the public buſineſs, by acquainting the court, that it was ph 
the earneſt deſire of the magiſtrates from Connecticut, jan. ich, 
and of Mr. Roſſiter and his ſon, that the act of the gene- 1664. 
ral court of New-Haven, relative to the diſtraining of tax- 
es might be ſuſpended, until there could be another con- 
© ference between the colonies; at which they were in ex- 
pectation, that all difficulties might be amicably ſettled. 
© He alſo laid before the court the repreſentations which 
E the gentlemen from Connecticut had made of the great 
danger there would be, in carrying that act into execu- 
tu on, in direct oppoſition to the authority of Connecticut. 

It was defired, that the court would maturely conſider 
> the affair, | | 

Trax court inſiſted, that all former treaties with Con- Perſifts in 
neecticut had been without any good effect; and perſiſted its reſolu- 
in the reſolution, that, until the members, which had tion not 
deen ſo unrighteouſly taken from them, ſhould be reſto- mon 
| red, they would hold no further treaty with that colony. bee $row 
Mr. Davenport and Mr. Street were appointed to make 
a draught of their grievances, to be tranſmitted to the 
general aſſembly of ConneCticut. It was to be examin- 
ed and approved by ſuch a number of their committee, 
as could be convened upon the occaſion. They drew up a 
long and ſenſible remonſtrance, whichthey termed « New- 

Haven CASE STATED.” The ſubject was introduced 

with a declaration to this effect: That it was their dee — 
ſenſe of the injuries, which the colony had ſuffered, by Haven 

the claims and encroachments, which had been made up- caſe. 

on their juſt prerogatives and privileges, which had in- 

duced them unanimouſly, though with great reluctance, 

do declare their grievances unto them. They proceeded 

| then to declare, that they ſettled at New-Haven, with the 
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Book I. conſent of Connecticut; had purchaſed the whole trag 
WAY of land, which they had ſettled upon the ſea coaſt, of the 
1663. 


Indians, the original proprietors of the ſoil; and had qui. 
etly poſſeſſed it nearly fix and twenty years: That they 
had expended great eſtates in clearing, fencing, and cy]. 
tivating the lands, without any aſſiſtance from Conne&ji. 
cut; and had formed themſelves by voluntary compact, 
into a diſtindt commonwealth. They then proceeded 
to ſtate a great variety of inſtances in which Connecticut, 
the United colonies, the parliament, and protector, the 
king and his council, had owned them, as a diſtinct col- 
ony. They inſiſted, that notwithſtanding, they had now 
procured a patent including New-Haven, not only with. 
out their concurrence, but contrary to their minds, pre. 
vioully expreſſed; contrary to the expreſs articles of the 
confederation z and to their own engagements, not to 
include them in the charter. Further they affirmed, 
that Mr. Winthrop, before his departure for England, 
had, by his letters, given aſfurance, that it was not de- 


.. figned to include New-Haven in the patent; and that 


the magiſtrates of Connecticut had agreed, that, if the | 
patent ſhould include them, they ſhould be at full liberty 
to incorporate with them or not, as ſhould be moſt agree- 
able to their inclinations. They alledged, that, contrary 
to all the premiſes, to juſtice, to good faith, to brotherly 
kindneſs, to the peace and order of church and common» 
wealth, Connecticut, even in their firſt aſſembly, proceed- 
ed to the diſmemberment of the colony of New-Haven, 
by receiving its members from Stamford, Guilford, and 
Southhold : That after ſuch diſmemberment, they had 
prepoſterouſly pretended to treat with them relative to an 
union : And that, after a conference with the Commit- 
tee from Connecticut, and the reading of their charter, 
it did not appear, that they were ſo much as mentioned, 
or that it had any reference to them. They declared 
that, in a full perſuaſion of his majeſty's pleaſure, to con- 
tinue them a diſtinct juriſdiftion, they had aſſured the 
committee of their deſign to appeal to him, and know lis 
royal purpoſe: That though they immediately ſent their 
appeal; yet, that out of tender reſpect to the peace and 
honor of Mr. Winthrop, they adviſed their friends, in 
England, to acquaint him with their papers, that he might 
adopt ſome effectual expedient, to compromiſe the un- 
happy differences between the two colonies: And that 
it was on the account of Mr. Winthrop's engagements 
to their friends, that their rights and intereſts ſhould not 
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be diſquieted nor injured, that the appeal to his majeſty BooR I. 
was then ſuſpended.* From a ſtatement of theſe, and Www 
ſome other facts and circumſtances, they attempted to 164. 
demonſtrate their rights, as 2 diſtinct colony, and the in- 
juſtice, unfaithfulneſs, ingratitude, and cruelty, of Con- 
necticut, in their claims upon them, and in tlie manner 
of their proſecuting them. Their beginning to diſmem- 
ber their colony, by receiving and protecting their ſub- 
jets and malecontents, previous to any treaty with 
them; their appointing officers, creating animoſities, and 
raiſing alarms in their ſeveral towns, were eſpecially in- 
ſiſted on, as contrary to all their covenants, as brethren 
and confederates, and contrary to all order, peace, and 
juſtice. g 
' Tux general aſſembly of Connecticut, at their ſeſſions Aſſembly 
in May, avowed their claim to Long-Iſland, as one of the at Con- 
adjoining iſlands mentioned in their charter, except ſome —_ . 
preceding right ſhould appear, approved by his majeſty. TY katn. 
Officers were appointed, by the court at Hempſted, Ja- 
maica, Newtown, Fluſhing, Oyſter-bay, and all the towns 
upon the weſt end of the iſland. 
 Uron the general election, at New-Haven, the free- General 
men proceeded to the choice of their civil officers, as had election 
been uſual. Governor Leet was rechoſen, and Mr. yew. 
Wilbam Jones was elected deputy governor. Matthew ,,, 25th. 
Gilbert, Eſquire, the former deputy governor, Mr. Ben- 
jamin Fenn, Mr. Jaſper Crane, Mr. Treat, and Mr. Naſh, 
were appointed magiſtrates. 'The two laſt would not ac- 
cept the office. The governor and deputy governor were 
choſen commiſſioners for the next meeting at Hartford. 
The colony was now become ſo weak, and the affairs of 
it ſo embarraſſed, by the claims and proceedings of Con- 
necticut, that the general court either did no buſineſs, or 
judged it expedient to put nothing upon record. 
I this ſituation of affairs, an event took place, which 
alarmed all the New-England colonies, and at once chan- 
ged the opinions of the commiſſioners, and of New-Ha- 
ven, with reſpect to their incorporation with Connecticut. 
King CHARLEs the ſecond, on the 12th of March 
1664, gave a patent to his brother, the Duke of York 
and Albany, of ſeveral extenſive tracts of land, in North 
America, the boundaries of which are thus deſcribed. 


'* ALL that part of the main land of New-England, Duke of 


Kc beginning at a certain place, called and known Y the dived 
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America, and from thence extending along the ſea coaſt 


Arma- 
ment for 


the redue- Dutch ſettlements, on the continent. Colonel Richard 
tion of the Nichols was chief commander of the fleet and army, 


Dutch 
ſettle- 
ments. 


Commiſ- 


ſioners 
with ex- 


traordina- hearing and determining all matters of complaint and 


Ty POW» 
Crs, 


Colonel 
Nichols 


Arrives a 


Boſton 
July 23. 


voted to diſſipation and pleaſure, yet, under the influence 


bert Carr, and Samuel Maverick, Eſquire, were appointed 


peace. 


Coro xl. Nichols arrived at Boſton, with the fleet and 


t He immediately communicated his commiſſion to 
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te name of St. Croix next adjoining to New-England in 


« unto a certain place called Pemaquie or Pemaquid, and 
« ſo up the river thereof to the furtheſt head of the ſame, 
« as it tendeth northward ; and extending from thence to 
c the river Kembequin, and ſo upwards by the ſhorteſt 
« courſe to the river Canada northward : and alſo all that 
« iſland or iſlands commonly called by the general name 
« or names of Meitowax, or Long-Iſland, fituate and 
* being toward the weſt of Cape Cod, and the narrow 
« Highganſets, abutting upon the main land between 
« the two rivers there called or known by the ſeveral 
« names of Connecticut and Hudſon's river, and all the 
land from the weft ſide of Connecticut river to the 
c eaſt fide of Delaware bay, and alſo all thoſe ſeveral 
« iſlands called or known by the names of Martin's. 
« Vineyard or Nantucks, otherwiſe Nantucket : togeth- 
« er,” &c. 

THE concern of the Duke of York for his property, 
the averſion both of his majeſty and the duke to the 
Putch, with the differences. between them and the New- 
England colonies, made an expedition againſt the New- 
Netherlands a prime object of their attention. Though 
his majeſty King Charles II. was an indolent prince, de- 


of theſe motives, an armament was ſoon prepared, and a 
fleet diſpatched to New-England, for the reduction of the 


Colonel Nichols had not only a commiſſion, for the re- 
duction of the Dutch plantations, and the government 
of them, but he, with George Cartwrith, Eſquire, Sir Ro- 


commiſſioners, by his majeſty, and veſted with extraor- 
dinary powers, for viſiting the New-England colonies; 


controverſy between them, and ſettling the country in 


troops under his command, on the 23d of July 1664. 


colonies, and his majeſty's requiſition of troops to aſſiſ 
in the expedition againſt the Dutch. He then failed for 
the New-Netherlands, and on the 2oth of Auguſt, made 
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a demand of the town and forts upon the iſland of Man- Book I. 
hadoes. He had previouſly ſent letters to Governor 
Winthrop to join him, at the weſt end of Long-Iſland. 1664. 
Governor Winthrop, with ſeveral of the magiſtrates and 1 
principal gentlemen of Connecticut, joined him, accor- l 
ding to his wiſhes. fort and 
STUYVESANT, the Dutch governor, was an old ſoldier, town at 
and had he been better prepared, and the people united, the Man- 
doubtleſs would have made a brave defence. But he hade. 
had no intimations of the deſign, until the 8th of July, 
when he received intelligence, that a fleet of three or four 
ſhips of war, with three hundred and fifty ſoldiers on 
board, were about to ſail from England, againſt the 
Dutch ſettlements. Upon this, he immediately ordered, 
that the forts ſhould be put into a ſtate of defence, and 
ſent out ſpies into ſeveral parts of Connecticut, with a 
view of obtaining further information. Indeed the tra- 
dition has been that the Dutch governor, apprehending 
| the danger, in which all the Dutch plantations would 
| immediately be, on the arrival of the fleet, ſhould the 
| colonies unite againſt them, came to Hartford to nego- 
tiate a neutrality with Connecticut; and that he was 
| there when he received the news of the arrival of the fleet 
at Boſton. The ſtory has been, that he made his de- 
| parture in the night, and returned with the utmoſt expe- 
dition. 
| He was extremely oppoſed to a ſurrender of the fort 
| andtown. Inſtead of ſubmitting to the ſummons, at firſt Dutch 
> fent him, he drew up a long ſtatement of the Dutch 838 
claims, and their indubitable right to the country. He to a ſub- 
inſiſted, that had the King of England known the juſtice miſſion. 
olf their claims, he never would have adopted ſuch meaſ- 
| ures againſt them. He concluded, by aſſuring Colonel 
Nichols, that he ſhould not ſubmit to his demands, nor 
fear any evils, but ſuch as Gop, in his providence ſhould 
| inflict upon him. 
E CoLoxer Nichols, in his firſt ſummons, had, in his 
majeſty's name, given aſſurance, that the Dutch, upon 
| their ſubmiſſion, ſhould be ſafe, as to life, liberty, and 
Property. Governor Winthrop alſo wrote a letter to 
| the governor and council, adviſing them to ſurrender. 
© But they were careful to ſecrete the writings from the 
people, leſt the eaſy terms propoſed ſhould induce them to The peo- 
| ſurrender. The burgo-maſters and people deſired toknow, 3 
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Book I. of the governor, what was the import of the writings he 

had received, and eſpecially of the letter from Governor 

1664. Winthrop. The Dutch governor and his council giving 
them no intelligence, they ſolicited it ſtill more earneſt]y, 
The governor, irritated at this, in a paroxiſm of anger 
tore the letter in pieces. Upon which, the people pro- 
teſted againſt his conduct and all its conſequences, 

WHILE the governor and his council were thus con. 

The com- tending with the burgo-maſters and people, in the town 
miſſioners ; ; N 
iſuea the Engliſh commiſſioners cauſed a proclamation to be 
proclama- publiſhed, in the country, encouraging the inhabitants to 
tion. ſubmit to his majeſty's government. This promiſed to 
all the inhabitants, who would become ſubject to his 
majeſty, “That they ſhould be protected by his majeſty 
« Jaws and juſtice, and peaceably enjoy whatever Gop's 
« bleſſing, and their honeſt induſtry, had furniſhed them 
« with, and all the other privileges with his majeſty's 
« Engliſh ſubjects.” 
The THe colonel, finding that the Dutch governor was de- 
Dutch at termined, if poſſible, to keep his ſtation, ſent officers to 
New-Am- Jamaica, Hempſted, and other towns, upon the Iſland, 
ſterdam, to beat up for volunteers. Captain Hugh Hide, who 
cas eh commanded the ſhips, had orders to proceed to the re- 
Ban duction of the fort.. Troops were raiſed in New. Eng- 
ſubmit to land, and ready to march upon the firſt notice. Two 
his majeſ- thirds of the inhabitants of Long-Iſland were Engliſh 
and be. ſubjects, and wiſhed the ſucceſs of his majeſty's arms. 
gee They were ready, if neceſſary, to afford their immediate 
Engliſh aſſiſtance. In ſuch circumſtances, oppoſition would have 
ſubjects. been madneſs. The Dutch therefore, on the 27th of 
Auguſt, ſubmitted on terms of capitulation. The arti- 
cles ſecured them in the enjoyment of liberty of con- 
ſcience in divine worſhip, and their own mode of diſci- 
pline. The Dutch governor and people became Engliſh 
ſubjects, enjoyed their eſtates, and all the privileges of 
Engliſhmen. Upon the ſurrender of the town of New- 
Amſterdam, it was named New-York, in honor to the 
Duke of York. 

PaxrT of the armament immediately failed up the river, 
under the command of Carteret, to fort Orange, or Au- 
rania. This ſurrendered, on the 24th of September. 
This was named Albany, in honor to the Duke of York 
and Albany. Sir Robert Carr proceeded with another 
diviſion of the fleet to Delaware. He obliged the Dutch 
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and Swedes to capitulate, and deliver up their reſpective Book I. 
garriſons, on the 1ſt of October. Upon this day, the 
whole of New-Netherlands became ſubject to the crown 1664. 


of England. The Dutch, who before had given ſo much 
trouble to the Engliſh coloniſts, from this time, com- 
menced their loyal and peaceable fellow ſubjects. 

Tn ſhort time the commiſſioners tarried at Boſton, 
before they proceeded upon their expedition againſt the 
Dutch, was ſufficient to diſcover ſomething of their ex- 
traordinary powers, and ſuch a taſte of the high and ar- 
bitrary manner in which they conducted as ſpread a gen- 
eral alarm, and awakened, in the colonies, ſerious appre- 


henſions for their liberties, Mr. Whiting, who was at News and 
Boſton, and learned much of their temper, was ſent back, advice 
in haſte, to give information of the danger, in which, i; from Bol. 


was apprehended, the colonies all were ; to adviſe New- 
Haven to incorporate with Connecticut, without delay; 
and to make a joint exertion for the preſervation of their 
chartered rights. This was preſſed, not only as abſolute- 
ly neceflary for New-Haven, but for the general ſafety 
of the country. 

Ix conſequence of this intelligence, a general court was 


convened, at New-Haven, on the 11th of Auguſt 1664. General 
Governor Leet communicated the intelligence, which he 8 
had received from their friends at Boſton. He acquaint- „en, Sept. 


ed them that Mr. Whiting and Mr. Bull had made a viſit 11th. 


to New-Haven, and in their own names, and in behalf 
of the magiſtrates of Connecticut, preſſed their immediate 
ſubjection to their government. Further, the court was 
certified, that after ſome treaty with thoſe gentlemen, 
their committee had given an anſwer, purporting, that, if 
Connecticut would, in his majeſty's name, aſſert their 
claim to the colony of New-Haven, and ſecure them in 
the full enjoyment of all the immunities, which they had 
propoſed, and engage to make a united exertion, for the 
preſervation of their chartered rights, they would make 
their ſubmiſſion. After a long debate, the court reſolved, 
that, if Connecticut ſhould come and aflert their claim, 
as had been agreed, they would ſubmit until the meeting 
of the commiſſioners of the United colonies. The magil\- 
trates and principal gentlemen of the colony ſeem to 
have been ſenſible, not only of the expediency, but ne- 
ceſſity of an incorporation with Connecticut. The op- 
poſition, however, was ſo general among the people, tliat 
nothing further could be ** 
N 


ton. 
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Boox IJ. Tux court of commiſhoners was ſo near at hand, that 
Governor Winthrop and his council judged it not expe- 
1 al. dient to make any further demands upon New-Haven, 
cut re. until their advice could be known. However, when the 
monſtrate general aſſembly met, early in September, they paſſed a 


againſt the remonſtrance againft the fitting of Governor Leet ang 


fitting of deputy governor Jones with the commiſſioners. In the 


the com- . 
meters remonſtrance they declared, that New-Haven was not 4 


of New- colony, but a part of Connecticut, and avowed their 
Haven, claim to it as ſuch. They inſiſted, that owning that ag 
a colony, diſtin from Connecticut, after his majeſty had, 
by his letters patent, incorporated it with that colony, 
was inconſiſtent with the king's pleaſure ; would endan- 
ger the rights of all the colonies, and eſpecially the char. 
ter-rights of Connecticut. The aſſembly, at the ſame 
time, declared, that they would have a tender regard to 
their honored friends and brethren, at New-Haven, and 
exert themſelves to accommodate them, with all the im- 
munities and privileges which were conveyed by their 
charter. | 
Court of O the 1ſt of September, the court of commiſſioners 
commil- met at Hartford. The commiſſioners from New-Hayen 
eee were allowed their ſeats with the other confederates. 
Sept. xt, The caſe of New-Haven and Connecticut was fully heard, 
Adviſe to and though the court did not approve of the manner, in 
a ſpecdy which Connecticut had proceeded, yet they earneſtly 
88 preſſed a ſpeecy and amicable union of the two colonies. 
cut ang They repreſented, that the divine honor, and the welfare 
New-Ha- of all the colonies, as well as their own, were greatly 
ven. concerned in the event. 

To remove all obſtructions on their part, the commil- 
ſioners recommended it to the general courts of Matla- 
chuſetts and Plimouth, that, in caſe the colony of New- 
Haven ſhould incorporate with Connecticut, they might 
then be owned as one colony, and fend two commiſſion- 
ers to each meeting; and that the determinations of any 
four of the fix, ſhould be equally binding on the conted- 
erates, as the concluſions of fix out of eight, had been 
before. It was alſo propoſed to the court, that the meet- 
ing, which of courſe had been at New- Haven, ſhould be 
at Hartford.“ L TOA 

Ix compliance with the advice of the commiſſioners, 


al | : 
Denver Governor Lect convened the general court at New-Ha- 


court at 


* Records of the united colonies. It was determined, at this 
court, that their mectings, for the future, ſhould be triennial. 


Pail. OF CONNECT TI CU. 


ven, on the 14th of September, and communicated the 


advice which had been given, and papers from the com- 


mittee of Connecticut, adviſing and urging them to unite. 
They referred it to their moſt ſerious conſideration, 
whether, if the king's commiſſioners ſhould viſit them, 
they would not be much better able to vindicate their lib- 
erty and juſt rights, in union with Connecticut, under a 
royal patent, than in their then preſent circumſtances. 
Many inſiſted, notwithſtanding, “ That to ſtand as Gop 
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Book I. 


233 
1564. 
New-Ha- 


ven, 


No vote 
obtained 


« had kept them to that time was their beſt way.” Oth- for an un- 


ers were entirely of the contrary opinion, and after the 
fulleſt diſcuſſion of the ſubject, no vote for union or 
treaty could be obtained. 
 New-Havex and Branford were more fixed and ob- 
ſtinate in their oppoſition to an incorporation with Con- 
necticut, than any of the other towns in that colony. 
Mr. Davenport and Mr. Pierſon ſeem to have been among 
its chief ſupporters. They, with many of the inhabi- 
tants of the colony, were more rigid, with reſpect to the 
terms of church communion, than the miniſters and 
churches of Connecticut generally were. The miniſters 
and churches in Connecticut were, a conſiderable num- 
ber of them, in favor of the propoſitions of the general 
council, which met at Cambridge, in 1662, relative to 
the baptiſm of children, whoſe parents were not in full 
communion. 'The miniſters and churches of New-Ha- 
ven were univerſally and utterly againſt them. Mr. Dav- 
enport, and others in this colony, were alſo ſtrong in the 
opinion, that all government ſhould be in the church. 
No perſon in this colony could be a freeman, unleſs he 
were a member in full communion. But in Connecticut, 
all orderly perſons, poſſeſſing a freehold to a certain a- 
mount, might be made free of the corporation. 'Thoſe 
gentlemen, who were ſo ſtrong in the oppoſition, were, 
doubtleſs, jealous that an union would mar the purity, 
order, and beauty of their churches, and have an iil influ- 
ence on the civil adminiſtrations. The removal of the 
ſeat of government; the apprehenſion which ſome had of 
loſing their places of truſt and general influence; with 
ſtrong prejudices and paſſions againſt Connecticut, on 
account of the injurics, which it was conceived it had 
done the colony, all operated in forming the oppoſition. 
Beſides, it was a painful reflection, that, after they had 

en at ſo much pains and expenſe to form and ſupport 
themſelyes, as a diſtinct commonwealth, and had been ſo 


ion. 


Grounds 
of oppoſi- 
tion to an 
union 
with Con- 


necticut. 
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Book I. many years owned as one, their exiſtence muſt ceaſe 
Worww and their name be obliterated. 

1664. Tuis event, however, was haſtening, and grew more 
and more urgent. Milford, at this time, broke off from 
them, and would no more ſend either magiſtrate or dep- 
uties to the general court. Mr. Richard Law, a princi. 
pal gentleman at Stamford, alſo deſerted them. 

Aﬀembl Ix this ſtate of affairs, the general aſſembly of ConneQ. 

Es jcut convened, on the 13th of October. This was an 

Oct 13th. important criſis with the colony. In few inſtances, haye 

Import- fo many important objects of conſideration, at one time, 

N preſented themſelves to a legiſlature. Their liberties 

ent. were not only in equal danger with thoſe of their ſiſter 
colonies, from the extraordinary powers, and arbitrary 
diſpoſitions and meaſures of the king's commiſſioners, 
but the Duke of York, a powerful antagoniſt, had re. 
ceived a patent, covering Long- Iſland and all that part of 
the colony welt of Connecticut river. The Maſſachuſetts 
were encroaching upon them on their Northern and Eaf- 
tern boundaries. William and Anne, the Duke and 
Dutcheſs of Hamilton, had petitioned his majeſty to reſ- 
tore to them the tract of country granted to their father, 
James, Marquis of Hamilton, in the year 1635; and his 
majeſty had, on the 6th of May 1664, referred the caſe 
to the determination of Colonel Nichols and the other 
commiſſioners.“ Beſides, the ſtate of affairs with New- 
Haven was neither comfortable nor ſafe. 

Ads of In theſe circumſtances, the legiſlature viewed it as a 

the af:m- Point of capital importance to conciliate the commiſhon- 

bly, rcf- ers, and obtain the good graces of his majeſty. For this 
pecting purpoſe, they ordered a preſent of five hundred buſhels 

1 of corn, to be made to the king's commiſſioners. A 

ers, Nat. large committee was appointed to ſettle the boundaries 

ſachuſetts between Connecticut and the Duke of York. A com- 

& Rhode- mittee, conſiſting of Mr. Allen, Mr. Wyllys, Mr. Talcott, 

Iſland. and Mr. Newbury, was alſo appointed to ſettle the boun- 
dary line between this colony and Maſſachuſetts, and be- 
tween Connecticut and Rhode-Ifland. They were in. 
ſtructed not to give away any part of the lands, included 
within the limits of the charter. 

ReſpeRt- Mx. SHERMAN, Mr. Allen, and the ſecretary, were au- 

ing New- thorized to proceed to New-Haven, and, by order of the 

Haven. general afſembly, © in his majeſty's name, to require the 

« inhabitants of New-Haven, Milford, Branford, Guil- 
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« ford, and Stamford, to ſubmit to the government eſtab- Book I. 
« liſhed by his majeſty's gracious grant to this colony. 
« and to receive their anſwer.” They had inſtructions 1664. 
to declare all the freemen, in thoſe towns, free of the 
corporation of Connecticut; and to make all others, in 
the reſpective towns mentioned, qualified according to 
law, freemen of ConneCticut. At the ſame time, they 
were directed to adminiſter to them the freeman's oath. 
BesIDEs, they were authorized to make declaration, 
that the aſſembly did inveſt William Leet and William 
Jones, Eſquires, Mr. Gilbert, Mr. Fenn, Mr. Crane, Mr. 
Treat, and Mr. Law, with the powers of magiſtracy ; to 
govern their reſpective plantations agreeably to the laws 
of Connecticut, or ſuch of their own laws, as were not 
inconſiſtent with the charter, until their ſeſſions in May 
next. It was proclaimed alſo, that all other officers, civil 
and military, were eſtabliſhed in their reſpective places; 
and that cognizance ſhould not be taken of any caſe 
which had been proſecuted, to a final adjudication, in any 
of the courts of that colony.* 
THe gentlemen appointed to this ſervice, on the 19th 
of November, went to New-Haven and proceeded ac- 
cording to their inſtructions. 
ABouT the ſame time, Governor Winthrop, Mr. Al- 
len, Mr. Gould, Mr. Richards, and John Winthrop, the 
committee appointed to ſettle the boundaries between 
Connecticut and New-Y ork, waited on the commiſhon- 
ers upon York Iſland. After they had been fully heard, 
in behalf of Connecticut, the commiſhoners determined, Determi» 
« 'That the ſouthern bounds of his majeſty's colony of 2 5 
“Connecticut is the ſea; and that Long- Iſland is to be * 
« under the government of his royal highneſs, the Duke miſſioners 
« of York, as is expreſſed by plain words in the ſaid pa- Nov. zoth 
« tents reſpectively. We alſo order and declare, that 
« the creek or river called Momoronock, which is repu- 
« ted to be about twelve miles to the eaſt of Weſt-Cheſ- 
* ter, and a line drawn from the eaſt point or fide, 
* where the freſh water falls into the ſalt, at high water 
mark, north-norweſt, to the line of Maſſachuſetts, be 
the weſtern bounds of the ſaid colony of Connecticut; 


: and the plantations lying weſtward of that creek, and 


* line ſo drawn, to be under his royal highneſs's govern- 
* ment; and all plantations lying eaſtward of that creek 
and line, to be under the government of Connecticut. 


Records of Connecticut. + No. XVI. 


UE 
Cx 
=. | 
| 
| 
1 
1 
1 
1 


286 


Book I. 
LY RS 


1664. 
General 
court at 
Ne- 
Haven 
Dec. 13th. 


Reſolves 
of the 
court. 


THE HISTORY Cray. XII. 


Ix conſequence of the acts of Connecticut, and the 
determination of the commithoners, relative to the boun. 
darics of the colony, a general court was called, at Ney. 
Haven, with the freemen, and as many of the inhahj. 
tants of the colony as choſe to attend, on the 13th of De. 
cember 1664. The following reſolutions were then unan. 
imoufly paſſed. 

1. 'THAT, by this act or vote, we be not underſtood 
to juſtify Connecticut's former actings, nor any thing 
diſorderly done by their own people, on ſuch accounts,” 

2. 'THaT, by it, we be not apprehended to haxe 
any hand in breaking or diſſolving the confederation,” 

3. YET, in loyalty to the king's majeſty, when a 
authentic copy of the determination of his majeſty's com. 
miſſioners is publiſhed, to be recorded with us, if thereby 
it ſhall appear to our committee, that we are, by his mz 
jeſty's authority, now put under Connecticut patent, ve 
ſhall ſubmit, by a neceſſity brought upon. us, by the 
means of Connecticut aforeſaid. z but with a /s jur 
of our former rights and claims, as a people, who hare 
not yet been heard in point of plea. f 
Tur members of the court, then preſent, the elders of 
the colony, with Mr. John Naſh, Mr. James Biſhop, 
Mr. Francis Bell, Mr. Robert Treat, and Mr. Richard 
Baldwin, were appointed a committee to conſummate an 
union between the colonies. 

SEVERAL letters paſſed between the committees of the 
two colonies, on the ſubject, in which the committee 
New-Haven ſignified, that the officers in that colony woult 
continue to act in their reſpective offices; and exprele 
their good deſigns and wiſhes towards Connecticut, and 
their loyalty to his majeſty. They alſo repreſented the 
expectations, that the governor and company, accorduy 
to their engagements, would give them all the advantage 
and privileges, which they could do, conſiſtent with tit 
patent; and their deſires {till to continue the confeds 
ration.“ 

Tux committee of Connecticut, in anſwer to New- 
Haven, aſſured them of their willingneſs to beſtow 0 
them all the privileges granted in their charter, prepare 
ready to their hands. They acquainted them, that pte 
vifion had been made for the continuance of the conf6 
eration, according to their wiſhes. They pleaded i 
neceſſity and importance of their incorporation with Cov 
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necticut, as they were nearly in the centre of the colony, Book I. 
as an apology for the meaſures which they had taken. 
They exprefled their ſtrong deſires that New-Haven 1664. 
would cordially unite with them; and, by no means, 
view it as a matter of conſtraint : 'That mutual candor 
might be exerciſed z and that all reflections and paſt con- 
duct, difagreeable to either of them, be entirely buried 
and forever forgotten. 155 

Tus general aſſembly of Connecticut appointed no geſſions of 
committee to meet with that choſen by the general court aſſembly 
of New-Haven. Of this their committee complain, in April 20, 
their laſt letter.. However, at a ſeſſion of theirs, the 68. 
20th of April 1665, they paſſed ſeveral reſolves, for the 
further completion of the union. | 
| IT was reſolved, that William Leet and William Jones, geſolu- 
E Eſquires, Mr. Benjamin Fenn, Mr. Matthew Gilbert, tions reſ- 
Mir. Jaſper Crane, Mr. Alexander Briant, Mr. Law and pecting 
Mr. Robert Treat ſhould ſtand in the nomination for ow” 
magiſtrates at the next election. 8 
Ius aſſembly alſo paſſed the following declaration, 
That all acts of the authority of New-Haven, which 
had been uncomfortable to Connecticut, ſhould never 
be called to an account, but be buried in perpetual ob- 
ion.“ 
aux king's commiſſioners preſented the following pro- His ma- 


3 . . * . . . 4 jeſty's res 
3 rr or requiſitions from his majeſty, to this af. quilitions, 


it. 

7 

n 1 . 
Sits <4 I 


T #2 CS * 


the } 1. „ Tyar all houſeholders, inhabiting this colony, 
echt © take the oath of allegiance, and that the adminiſtra- 
ol WT © tion of juſtice be in his majeſty's name.” 

cel WR 2. © Thar all men of competent eſtates and of civil 
and WE © converſation, though of different judgments, may be 
= = © admitted to be freemen, and have liberty to chooſe, or 
rang | 


I | to be choſen officers, both military and civil.” 


tages WE 3- © Thar all perſons of civil lives, may freely enjoy 
h th © the liberty of their conſciences, and the worſhip of Gon 
(cat: WR © in that way which they think beſt ; provided that this 

liberty tend not to the diſturbance of the public, nor 
Nes. © to the hindrance of the maintenance of miniſters, reg- 
1w 0 BE ularly choſen, in each reſpeCtive pariſh or townſhip. 
eparel = 4+ © Thar all laws, and expreſſions in laws, deroga- 
at 10 ee tory to his majeſty, if any ſuch have been made, in 
One — 
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Book I. « theſe troubleſome times, may be repealed, altered, and 
taken off the file.” 
1665. Tux aſſembly anſwered in the manner following. 
1. © THAT according to his majeſty's pleaſure, ex- 
The an- *© preſſed in our charter, our governor formerly appoint. 
ſwer to „ ed meet perſons to adminiſter the oath of allegiance 
them, « who have, according to their order, adminiſtered the 
« ſaid oath to ſeveral perſons already; and the adminif. 
« tration of juſtice among us hath been, is and ſhall be, 
« in his majeſty's name.” 
2. Thar our order for the admiſſion of freedom 
« js conſonant with that propoſition.” 
. « WE know not of any one, that hath been troy. 
cc bled, by us, for attending his conſcience, provided le 
« hath not diſturbed the public.” 
4. « Wx know not of any law, or expreſſions of lay, 
cc that are derogatory to his majeſty among us; butif 
« any ſuch be found, we count it our duty to repeal, al- 
tc ter, and take them off the file; and this we attended, 
« upon the receipt of our charter.” 
ABouT this time, it ſeems, the council gave the fol- 
Anſwer Jowing anſwer, for ſubſtance, to the commiſſioners, rela- 
to the tive to the claim and petition of the Duke of Hamilton: 
1 That the grant of Connecticut to the nobles and gentle- 
ton's pe- men, of whom they purchaſed, was ſeveral years prior to 
tition. the Marquiſs of Hamilton's : That with great difficulty 
they had conquered a potent and barbarous people, who 
ſpread over a great part of that tract of country, which 
he claimed; and that it was but a ſmall compenſation, 
for the blood and treaſure which they had expended in 
conquering it, and defending it for his majeſty's intereſt 
againſt the Dutch and other foreigners : That they had 
peaceably enjoyed that tract for about thirty years: That 
they had with great labor and expenſe cultivated the 
lands, to their own and his majeſty's intereſt ; and that 
his majeſty, of his grace had been pleaſed to confirm it 
to them, by his royal charter, in which theſe reaſons had 
been recognized.* 
THer at the ſame time, ſolicited their honors, the com- 
miſſioners, to preſent their humble acknowledgements !9 
his majeſty for his abundant grace, in the granting ot 
their charter, and for his gracious letter, ſent them by 
his commiſſioners, re-ratifying their privileges, civil a 
eccleſiaſtical. 
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Ar the general election, May rith, 1665, when the Book I. 
two colonies of Connecticut and New-Haven united i. 
one, the following gentlemen were choſen into office. 4665. 

ohn Winthrop, Eſquire, was elected governor, John Election 
E. Eſquire, deputy governor, and Matthew Allen, May 11th 
Samuel Wyllys, Nathan Gould, John Talcott, Henry Colonies 
Wolcott, John Allen, Samuel Sherman, James Richards, united in 
William Leet, William Jones, Benjamin Fenn, and Jaſ- one aſſem- 
per Crane, Eſquires, magiſtrates. John Talcott, Eſquire, bly. 
was treaſurer, and Daniel Clarke, ſecretary. 

A PROPORTIONABLE number of the magiſtrates was of 
the former colony of New-Haven; all the towns ſent 
their deputies z and the aſſembly appears to have been 
entirely harmonious. 

Tuis aſſembly enacted, that Haſtings and Rye ſhould 
be one plantation, by the name of Rye. 

By this aſſembly county courts were firſt inſtituted, c 
by that name. It was enacted, that there ſhould be two 2 
county courts holden annually, in New-Haven; one on iſt infti- 
the ſecond Thurſday in June, the other on the third tuted 
Thurſday in November. The court was to conſiſt of five May 11th. 
judges, two magiſtrates, and three juſtices of the quorum. 

A ſimilar court was appointed at New-London ; and, the 
next October, that was made a diſtinct county. 

Ar the ſeſhons, in October, a county court was ap- 
pointed, at Hartford, inſtead of the quarterly courts. 
This was to be holden annually in the months of March 
and September. The county courts had cognizance of 
all caſes except thoſe of life, limb, or baniſhment. In 
caſes of more than twenty ſhillings, the law required that 
a jury ſhould be impannelled. 

AT the ſame time, a ſuperior court was appointed to Superior 
be holden, at Hartford, the Tueſday before the ſeſſions court in- 
of the general aſſembly in May and October. This was ſtituted 
to conſiſt of eight magiſtrates, at leaſt, and always to be Oct. 13. 
attended with a jury. In this court were tried all a 
peals from the ſeveral county courts, and all capital ac- 
tions, of life, limb, and baniſhment. 

ALL the towns, formerly under the juriſdiction of gun, 
New-Haven, were ſatisfied with the union of the colo- 238 
mes, except Branford. But Mr. Pierſon and almoſt his ed with 
whole church and congregation were ſo diſpleaſed, that the unions 
they ſoon removed into Newark, in New-Jerſey. They 
carried off the records of the church and town, and after 
it had been ſettled about 14 and twenty years, left it al. 
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moſt without inhabitants. For more than twenty years 
from that time, there was not a church formed in the 
town. People, from various parts of the colony, grad. 
ually moved into it, and purchaſed the lands of the firſt 
planters, ſo that, in about twenty years, it became re-ſet. 
tled. In 1685, it was re- inveſted with town privileges. 

THr union of the colonies was a happy event. It 
greatly contributed to the convenience, ſtrength, peace, 
and welfare of the inhabitants of both, and of their pol. 
terity. Greater privileges New-Haven could not have 
enjoyed, had they been ſucceſsful in their applications to 
his majeſty. This muſt have been very expenſive, and, 
aſter much expenſe, they might have failed in their at- 
tempts and loſt their liberties, or have been joined to 
Connecticut at laſt. Had they remained a diſtinct colo- 
ny, the charges of government would have been greater, 
than in their ſtate of incorporation. Their ſituation, in 
ſo central a part of the colony, would have been extreme- 
ly inconvement, eſpecially for Connecticut. It was, 
doubticſs, his majeſty's pleaſure, and for his intereſt, that 
the colonics ſhould be one; and their friends on both 
ſides the water, judged it moſt expedient. It was what 
their own and the gencral good demanded. All theſe 
circumſtances, Connecticut could plead, as an apology 
for their conduct. But after all, it will be difficult, it 
not impoſſible, to reconcile ſome parts of it, at leait, with 
their pre-engagements, the rules of juſtice, and brotherly 
affection. 

War was proclaimed, this year, in London, in the 
month of March, between England and Holland. His 
majeſty had given intelligence to the colony, that De 
Ruyter, the Dutch admiral, had orders to viſit New- 
York. The colony was alarmed, and put into a ſtate of 
defence. But the admiral was diverted from the enter- 
priſe, and the year paſſed in peace. 

Ix the proclamation for thankſgiving, in November, 
the people were excited to praiſe the SUPREME DENEFAC- 
ToR, for preventing the troubles which they had feared, 
and for the bleſſings of liberty, health, peace, and plenty." 


* It was now thirty years ſince the fettlement of the colony 
commenced, yct, aſter the defalcation of Long. Iſland, it conhit- 
ed of nineteen towns only, which paid taxes. The grand Lift 
was no more than £153,620; 16: 5. 
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A VIEW of the churches of Connecticut and New-Hawven, 
from their firſt ſettlement, until their union, in 1665. 
Their miniſters. The character of the miniſters and firſt 
lanters. Their religious and political ſentiments. Gathb- 
ering of the churches of New-Haven and Milford. In- 
frallatron of Mr. Davenport, and Mr. Prudden. Church 
formed at Guilford. Number of miniſters in Connecticut 
and New- Haven, before the union. Proportion of miniſ- 
ters to the people, before and at the time of the union. Har- 
mony between the civil rulers and the clergy. Influence of 
the clergy, and the reaſens of it. Their oppoſition to An— 
tinomianiſm. Aſſiſted in the compilation ꝙ Cambridge 
Platform. Feclefiaſtical laws. Care to diffuſe general 
knowledge ; its happy influence. Attempts to found a col- 
lege at Neu- Haven. No ſectaries in Connecticut nos 
New- Haven, until after the union; and for tauenty years 
the churches generally exgoyed great peace. Deaths and char- 
afters of ſeveral of the firſt miniflers. Great diſſenſious in 
the church at Hartford ſoon after Mr. Hosober's death, 
diſſenſions and pond Lakes: in the colony and churches in gen- 
erat, relative to baptiſm, churchememberſhip, and the rights 
of the brethren. A new generation ariſes, «vho had not 
all imbibed the ſpirit of their fathers. Grievances preſent=- 
ed to the general court of Connefticut, on the account 6 
the ſtrictneſ of the churches, and that ſober people were de- 
med communion with them, and baptiſm for their children. 
The court of Connecticut ſend to the other general courts 
for advice. Laws againſt the Puakers, Maſſachuſetts 
and Connecticut agree in appointing a ſynod at Boſton. 
General court at New- Haven cppoſe the meeting of a H- 
nod, and decline ſending their elders. Queſtions propoſed 
for diſcuſſion. The ſynod meets and anſwers them; but 
it had no good fret on the churches. Thoy would not com- 
ply with their deciftons. Difſenſions continued at Hart- 
ford ; afts of the general court reſpecting them. Councils 
from Maſſachuſetts. Difficulties in ſome meaſure comps- 
fed. Divifions and animoſities at Wethersfield. Act of 
the general court reſpecting the church there. Mir. Ruſ- 
fel and numbers remove from Wethersfield end Hartford, 
and ſettle Hadley. Mr. Stow diſmiſſed from the miniſ- 
try at Middletown, by a committee of the general court. 
6a at Boſton. Its determination relative to baptiſm and 
Ihe conſociation of churches. Div ſion in the ſynod and in 
the churches relative to thoſe points, The court at Con- 
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necticnt ſent 11 elders to the council, nor tock any part in 
the controverſy, until ſome time afterwards. 


"\NONNECTICUT, no leſs than other parts of New. 
England, was ſettled with a particular view to re. 
ligion. It was the deſign of the firſt planters to ered 
churches, in the ſtricteſt conformity to ſcripture exam. 
p le; and to tranſmit evangelical purity, in doctrine, wor. 
ſhip and diſcipline, with civil and religions liberty, to 
their poſterity. The attention which they paid to theſe 
intereſting points will be the principal ſubject of this 
chapter. | 
Tre firſt churches, though their numbers were ſmall, 
and they had to combat all the hardſhips, dangers, and 
expenſe, of new fettlements, commonly ſupported two 
able, experienced miniſters. With the firſt three chur. 
ches, ſettled in Connecticut, there were, at Hartford, the 
Rev. Mr. Hooker and Mr. Stone, at Windſor, Mr. War- 
ham and Mr. Heuet, and at Wethersfield, Mr. Prudden, in 
1638, while his people were making preparations to re- 
move from New-Haven to Milford. To the garriſon, at 
Saybrook fort, Mr. John Higginſon, ſon of the Rev. Mr, 
Higginſon of Salem, preached three or four of the firſt 
years. At New-Haven, at firit were Mr. Davenport and 
Mr. Samuel Eaton, brother to Governor Eaton. At Mil- 
ford Mr. Prudden was paſtor, and the church invited 
Mr. John Sherman, afterwards Miniſter of Watertown, 
in Maſſachuſetts, to be their teacher; but he declined 
their invitation, and that church never had but one ſet- 
tled miniſter at the ſame time. The Rev. Mr. Whit- 
field was paſtor of the church at Guilford, and about the 
year 1641, Mr. Higginſon removed from Saybrook, and 
became teacher, as an aſſiſtant to Mr. Whitfield, in that 
church. After Mr. Prudden left Wethersfield, Mr. 
Henry Smith was elected and ordained paſtor of the 
church and congregation in that town. About the time 
that Mr. Higginſon left Saybrook, the Rev. Mr. Thomas 
Peters became chaplain to Colonel Fenwick and the peo- 
le there. Upon the removal of Mr. Eaton, from New- 
(ben Mr. William Hook was inſtalled teacher, as at 
aſſiſtant of Mr. Davenport. The ſix firſt towns in Con- 
necticut and New-Haven enjoyed the conſtant labor of 
ten able miniſters. This was as much as one miniſter to 
about fifty families, or to two hundred and fixty or ſeven- 


ty ſouls. As other towns ſettled, churches were gathered, 


and miniſters inſtalled or ordained. Mr, Jones Wi 
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choſen paſtor at Fairfield, Mr. Adam Blackman, at Strat- Book I. 
ford, and Mr. Richard Denton, at Stamford. Mr. Abra- 2 
ham Pierſon was paſtor of the church at Branford, and it 

ſeems one Mr. Brucy aſſiſted him as a teacher for ſome 

time. Fourteen or fifteen of theſe miniſters had been 
epiſcopally ordained in England, before they came into 

America. 

Tu Rev. Mr. Richard Blynman, firſt paſtor of the 
church at New-London, was alſo ordained in England. 
After he came into this country he ſettled firſt, paſtor of 
the church at Glouceſter, in Maſſachuſetts. From thence 
he removed to New-London in 1648. 

FROM theſe reverend fathers, the miniſters of Connect- 
icut trace their ordinations; eſpecially, from Mr. Hook- 
er, Mr. Warham, Mr. Davenport, and Mr. Stone. Some 
or other of theſe aſſiſted in gathering the churches, and 
ordaining the miniſters ſettled in their day. 

Wir reſpect to their religious ſentiments, and thoſe heir re- 
of their followers, they were puritans. This was a name jjgigug 
which firſt obtained in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, in trati- 
1564. It was given as a name of reproach, to diſtinguiſh ments. 
and ſtigmatize thoſe who did not conform to the liturgy, 
ceremonies, and diſcipline, of the church of England, 

Fuller ſays, © It was improved to abuſe pious people, 

« who endeavoured to follow the miniſter with a pure 

« heart, and labored for a life pure and holy.*? When 
arminianiſm began to prevail, in the latter part of the 

reign of James the firſt, thoſe, who were calviniſtic, | 
were termed doctrinal puritans. f It was uſed finally, | 
as a ſtigma for all chriſtians, who were ſtrict in morals, 
calviniſtic in ſentiment, and unconformed to the liturgy, 
ceremonies, and diſcipline, of the eſtabliſhed church.t 

Tarts was truly the character of the firſt miniſters and 
churches in this colony. They were ſtrictly calviniſtic, 
agreeing in doctrine with their brethren of the eſtabliſhed 
church, and with all the proteſtant reformed churches. 
In diſcipline, they were congregationaliſts, and diſſented 
| from the national eſtabliſhment. They firmly believed, 
that it was the ſole prerogative of CurIsT, as king in 

Zion, to direct the mode of worſhip and diſcipline, in his 

own houſe. They were perſuaded, that the ſcriptures 
were a perfect rule, not only of faith and manners, but of 


— - — — —— wu 1 


* Fuller's eccleſiaſtical hiſtory B. 1X 6 

+ Fuller, B. X. p. 100. : 6 257 

| 1 0 Hiſtory of the puritans, preface to vol. I. p. 7, aud 
Vol. I. p. 72. S$ccond edition quarto, London 1754. 
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worſhip and diſcipline : and that all churches ought to he 
formed entirely after the pattern exhibited in the Ney 
Teſtament. 

SOME of the miniſters of Connecticut were Miſtinguiſh. 
ed for literature, piety, and miniſterial gifts. Blr. 
Hooker, Mr. Davenport, Mr. Stone, and ſome other; 
were men of great learning and abilities. 'They were 
all men of the ſtricteſt morals, ſerious, experiment] 
preachers. Mr. Neal, after giving a catalogue of the 
miniſters, who firſt illuminated the churches of New. 
England, bears this teſtimony concerning them. vil 


« the firſt rate for learning, but I can aſſure the reader, 
« they had a better ſhare of it, than moſt of their neigh 
« bouring clergy, at that time; they were men of great 
« ſobriety and virtue, plain, ſerious, affectionate preach- 
« ers, exactly conformable to the doctrine of tlie church 
« of England, and took a great deal of pains to promote 
&« a reformation of manners in their ſeveral pariſhes,” 
They were mighty and abundant in prayer. They not 
only faſted and prayed frequently with their people, in 
public, but kept many days of ſecret faſting, prayer, and 
ſelf- examination, in their ſtudies. Some of them, it 
ſeems, faſted and prayed, in this private manner, every 
week. Beſides the exerciſes on the Lord's day, the 
preached lectures, not only in public, but from houſe to 
houſe. They were diligent and laborious in catechiſing 
and inſtructing the children and young people, bothiu 
public and private. 

Trey paid a conſtant attention to the religion of their 
families. They read the ſcriptures and prayed in them 
daily, morning and evening, and inſtructed all their do- 
meſtics conſtantly to attend the ſecret, as well as private 
and public duties of religion, They were attentive to 
the religious ſtate of all the families and individuals 
their reſpective flocks. As they had taken up the crols 
forſaken their pleaſant ſeats and enjoyments in their n- 
tive country, and followed their Sav10uR into a land not 
ſown, for the ſake of his holy religion, and the advance- 
ment of his kingdom, they ſacrificed all worldly intercl 
to theſe glorious purpoſes. 

Tur people, who followed them, into the wildernels 
were their ſpiritual children, who imbibed the ſame ſpiti 


"ol an account of the lives of many of them, in the Maga 
ia, B. III. Particular tracts and manufcripts characterise We 
in the ſame manner. 
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and ſentiments, and eſteemed them as their fathers in Book I. 
Cunxisr. Many of them were men of figure, as Haynes,. 
Hopkins, Wyllys, Ludlow, Wolcott, Eaton, Gregſon, Cn. 
Deſborougin, Leet and others, who were governors and eee 
magiſtrates, in their reſpective colonies. Many of them, als of the 
eſpecially their governors, magiſtrates, and leading men, people. 
were not leſs pious and exemplary than their miniſters. 

The people in general were pious and ſtrictly moral. In- 

ſtances of intemperance, wantonneſs, ſabbath-breaking, 

fraud, or any other groſs immorality, for many years, 

were rarely found among them. If any there were, they 

were commonly found among ſervants, or ſome of the 

loweſt of the people. 

IT was the opinion of the principal divines, who ſirſt heir en. 
ſettled New-England and Connecticut, that in every timegts 
church, completely organized, there was a pailor, teach- reiative to 
er, ruling elder, and deacons.* "Theſe diſtinct offices e e 
they imagined were clearly taught in thoſe paſiages, Ro- Ces 
mans xii. 7, 1 Corinth. xii. 28, 1 Timothy v. 17, and diſciplines 
Epheſians iv. 11. From theſe they argued the duty of 
all churches, which were able, to be thus furniſhed.+ 
In this manner were the churches of Hartford, Windſor, 
New-Haven, and other towns organized. The churches, 
which were not able to ſupport a paſtor and teacher, had 
their ruling elders and deacons. Their ruling elders 
were ordained with no leſs ſolemnity, than thcir paſtors 


and teachers. Where no teacher could be obtained, the 


; paſtor performed the duties both of paſtor and teacher. 


It was the general opinion, that the paſtor's work con- 
liſted principally in exhortation, in working upon the will 
and affections. To this the whole force of his ſtudies 
was to be directed; that, by his judicious, powerful, and 
affectionate addreſſes, he might win his hearers to the 
love and practice of the truth. But the teacher was dec- 
tor in ecclefia, whoſe buſineſs it was to teach, explain, and 
defend, the doctrines of chriſtianity. He was to inform 
the judgment, and advance the work of illumination.+ 
Tre buſineſs of the ruling elder was to aſſiſt the paſ- 
tor in the government of the church. He was particu- 
larly ſet apart to watch over all its members ; to prepare 


| and bring forward all caſes of diſcipline z to viſit and 


Pray with the ſick; and, in the abſence of the paſtor and 


ba Hooker's Survey, part II page 4 to 20, 
! Ibidem, and Cambridge Piatiorm, chapters vi. and vii. 
N part II. p. 19, 30, 21, and Cambridge Platform 
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teacher, to pray with the congregation and expound the 
ſcriptures.* 

THe paſtors and churches of New-England maintain. 
ed, with the reformed churches in general, that biſhops 
and preſbyters were only different names for the ſame 9. 
fice; and that all paſtors, regularly ſeparated to the gol. 
pel miniſtry, were ſcripture biſhops. f. They alſo inſiſted 
agreeably to the primitive practice, that the work of even 
paſtor was confiſied, principally, to one particular church 
and congregation, who could all aſſemble at one place, 
whom he could inſpect, and who could all unite together 
in acts of worſhip and diſcipline. Indeed the firſt min- 
iſters of Connecticut and New-England at firſt maintain. 
ed, that all the paſtor's ofhce-power was confined to his 
own church and congregation, and that the adminiſtrigg 
of baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper in other churches v 
irregular. 

Wir reſpe@ to ordination, they held, that it did not 
conſtitute the eſſentials of the miniſterial oſſice; but the 
qualifications for office, the election of the church, gui. 
ded by the rule of Chriſt, and the acceptance of the paſtor 
elect. Says Mr. Hooker, „Ordination is an approbation 
of the officer, and ſolemn ſetting and confirmation of hin 
in his office, by prayer and laying on of hands.” It wa 
viewed, by the miniſters ef New-England, as no more 

than putting the paſtor elect into office, or a ſolemn re- 
commending of him and his labors to the bleſſings of 
Gon. It was the general opinion, that elders ought to 
lay on hands in ordination, if there were a preſbytery 
in the church, but if there were not, the church might 
appoint ſome other elders, or a number of the brethret 


to that ſervice. 


Power of 
Synods. 


I'r was acknowledged that ſynods or general council, 
were an ordinance of Chrift, and in ſome caſes, exped: 
ent and neceſſary: That their buſineſs was to give lioht 
and counſel in weighty concerns, and bear teſtimony 
againſt corruption in doctrines and morals. While it 
was granted, that their detern inations ought to be re- 


* Hooker's Survey part II. p. 1;3—19, C. Plat. chap. vil. 

+ Hooker's Survey and Cambridge Platform. 

Cambridge Platform chap. iii. and chap. ix. 

* Hooker's Survey part II. p. 62—68. 

t The ſame, part II. p. 7578, Cambridge platform Chap. x. 

6 Theſe ſentiments were not peculiar to the firſt miniſtels 
and churches of New-England. Auguſtine, Chryſoſtom, Lanch, 
Bucer, Melancthon, Dr. Ames, Dr. Owen, and many other ar 
vines of great fame, were of the ſame opmion. 
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ceived with reverence, and not to be counteracted, unleſs Book I. 
apparently repugnant to the ſcriptures, it was infilted, A 
that they had no juridical power.|| 'The churches of 
Connecticut originally maintained, that the right of chooſ- 

ing and ſettling their miniſters, of exerciſing diſcipline 

and performing all juridical acts was in the church, when 

properly organized; and they denied all external or fo- 

reign power of preſbyteries, ſynods, general councils, or 
aſſemblies. Hence they were termed congregational 

churches. | 

Tas fathers of Connecticut, as to politics, were repub- As to pol- 
licans. They rejected with abhorrence the doctrines of itics, the 
the divine right of kings, paſſive obedience, and non-re- 8 y 
ſiſtance. With Sidney, Hampden, and other great wri- republi- 
ters, they believed that all civil power and government cans. 
was originally in the people. Upon theſe principles they 
formed their civil conſtitutions. 

Tux churches of New-Haven, Milford, and Guilford, 6,,x.c. 
were formed firſt, by the choice of ſeven perſons, from fion of 
among the brethren, who were termed the pillars. - A faith and 
confeſſion of faith was drawn up to which they all aſſent- 2 
ed, as preparatory to their covenanting together in church of cove- 
eſtate. They then entered into covenant, firſt with gantings 
God, to be his people in CHRIST, and then with each 
ether, to walk together in the ſtrict and conſcientious 
practice of all chriſtian duties, and in the enjoyment of 
all the ordinances and privileges of a church of CHRIST. 
The confeſſions of faith contained a ſummary of chriſtian 
doctrine, and were ſtrictly calviniſtic. The covenants 
were full, ſolemn, and expreſſive, importing, that the 
avouched the LoRD JEmovan, FaTHER, Son, and: HoLY 
GHosT,to be their SOVEREIGN LoRD and SUPREME GooD; 
and that they gave themſelves up to him, through Ixsus 
Cuxisr, in the way and on the terms of the covenant of 


= grace. They covenanted with each other to uphold the 


divine worſhip and ordinances, in the churches of which 
they were members ; to watch over each other as breth- 
ren; to bear teſtimony againſt all ſin; and to teach all 
under their care to fear and ſerve the LoRDo. The other 
brethren joined themſelves to the ſeven pillars, by ma- 
king the ſame profeſſion of faith, and covenanting in the 
lame manner. The members, previoully to their cove- 
nanting with each other, gave one another ſatisfaction 


|| Hooker's Survey part IV- E 45—a8, C. Plat. Chap. XVI. 
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Bock I. with reſpect to their repentance, faith, and Purpoſes of 


Wy holy living. 


Churches 
of News- 
Haven 
and Mil- 


ford gath- 


ered Au- 
guſt 22d, 
1639. 


In ſtalla- 
tion of 


Mr. Prud- 


IT appears, that the churches of New-Haven and Mil. 
ford were gathered to the ſeyen pillars, on the 22d of Ay. 
guſt 1639.* The tradition is, that ſoon after, Mr. Day. 
enport was choſen paſtor of the church, at New-Haren, 
and that Mr. Hooker and Mr. Stone came and aſſiſted in 
his inſtallation. 

Mx. PRUDDEN was inſtalled paſtor of the church, at 
Milford, April 18th 1640, upon a day of ſolemn faſting 
and prayer. Impoſition of hands was performed by 
Zechariah Whitman, William Fowler, and Edmond 


den, April Fapp. They were appointed to this ſervice by the other 


18th, 
1640. 


Guilford 
church 
gathered, 
April 
7643. 


brethren of the church. The inſtallation was at Ney. 
Haven, and it ſeems that the hands of the brethren were 
impoſed in the preſence of Mr. Davenport and Mr. Ez. 
ton. 

THroVvcn the members of Mr. Whitſield's church were 
in the original agreement, at New- Haven, and engaged 
to imbody into church eſtate, in the fame manner 28 
New-Haven and Milford churches did, yet they delayed 
the completion of the work for a conſiderable time. 
Probably, it was becauſe their company were not yet all 
arrived. But in April, 1643, Mr. Whitfield, Mr. Hig- 
ginſon, Mr. Samuel Deſborough, Mr. William Leet, Mr, 
Jacob Sheaf, Mr. John Mipham, and Mr. John Hoadlr, 
were elected the feven pillars. On the 19th of June, al 
the other church members were gathered unto theſe ſe- 
ven perſons. Mr. Higginſon, who had been preaching 
about two years at Guilford, with Mr. Whitfield, was, at 
this time, elected teacher in that church. Mr. Whitfield 
had not feparated from the epiſcopal church, when he 
came into New-England. As he came over in orders, 
and his church came generally with him, there are no 
intimations of his mſtallation. | 

THE circumſtance of the ſeven pillars in theſe three 
churches appears to have been peculiar to them. There 
are no intimations of it in the formation of any other 
churches. The churches in the other towns were gath- 
ered, by ſubſcribing ſimilar confeſſions of faith, and cov- 
enanting together in the ſame ſolemn manner, upon wh 
of faſting and prayer. Neighbouring elders and churci- 
es were preſent on thoſe oceaſions, aſhſted in the public 
folemnities, and gave their conſent. When new mem- 
bers were admitted to full communion, in any of the fil 


* Milford church records. + Ibidem, 
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churches of Connecticut, they gave ſatisfaction to the Book I. 

brethren of their ſincere repentance towards Gop, and 

; faith in the Lord JesUus CHRIST. They commonly 

h made a relation of their religious experiences. They 

were then admitted to full communion, by a public pro- 

feſſion of their faith, and by covenanting in the manner 

which has been repreſented. « | 
Mx. EaTon continued but a ſhort time at New-Ha- | 

ven, and then returned to England. Mr. William Hook 


—7 23 
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y ſucceeded him as teacher in the church. Mr. Den- 
d Ms. DenToN, aſter ſpending three or four years at ton re- 
Stamford, removed to Hempſted on Long-Iſland. 33 


UroN his removal, the church ſent two of their mem- 8 
bers to ſeek them a miniſter. They travelled on foot, 
through the wilderneſs, to the eaſtward of Boſton, where Mr. Biſh- 
they found Mr. John Biſhop, who left England before he ®P ſuc- 


tamford. 


was ordained their paſtor. The tradition is, that though 
Mr. Hooker was preſent, yet that hands were impoſed by 
two or three of the principal brethren, whom the church 
had appointed to that ſervice. 

Ox the 13th of October 1652, a church was gathered 


* | had ſiniſhed his academical ſtudies, and had completed e 
0 bis education in this country. They engaged him to go 

an © with them, to Stamford. He travelled with them, on 

* foot, ſo great a diſtance. The people were united in him, 

Be aud he labored with them, in the miniſtry, nearly fifty 

all I years. 

1 MX. PETERs, after preaching three or four years, at 

18 2 Church 
fr Saybrook, returned to England. In 1646, a church was gathered 
lr, formed in that town, by the direction and aſſiſtance of and Mr. 
all the Reverend Mr. Hooker and ſome other miniſters. At Fitch or- 
ſe. the ſame time, Mr. James Fitch, who had perfected his —_ - 
© theological ſtudies, under the direction of Mr. Hooker, 1446. 
ing > theological ſtudies, under the direction of Mr. Hooker, 1646. 


at Farmington, and Mr. Roger Newton was ordained 


bree (RE paſtor. 

here > Tur ſame year, Mr. Thomas Hanford began to preach 
ther WE t Norwalk, and ſometime after a church was formed in 
.ach- WE the town, and Mr. Hanford ordained paſtor. 

c- IX 1660, Mr. Fitch and the greateſt part of his church 
aays removed to Norwich. Mr. Thomas Buckingham ſuc- 
* f ceeded him in the miniſtry at Saybrook. A council of 


ablic WW miniſters and churches aſſiſted at his ordination, but the 
impoſition of hands was performed by the brethren, as it 
had been before in the ordination of Mr. Fitch. The 
council conſidered it as an irregular proceeding, but the 

rethren were ſo tenacious of what they eſteemed their 
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Book I. right, that it cculd not be prevented without much in- 
LSYWY convenience.+F | 


Propor - 


tion of 


Tusk fifteen churches were the whole number, form. 
ed in the colony, and in which miniſters had been inſtall. 
ed, or ordained, at the time of the union. The ſettle. 
ments and churches upon Long-Iſland had been adjugz. 
ed to the juriſdiction of New-York. There were ſeverz 
other towns which paid taxes, where churches were not 
formed nor paſtors ordained. This was the caſe with 
Stonington, Middletown, Greenwich, and Rye. Nexy. 
ertheleſs, at the two former, there was conſtant preach. ' 
ing. 'The general court would not ſuffer any plantation 
to be made which would not ſupport an able, orthodox 
preacher, 

AT Stonington Mr. Zechariah Brigden ofhciated about 
three years, until his death in 1663. 'To him ſucceeded 
Mr. James Noyes, the ſame year, who preached more 
than fifty-five years in the town, but he was not ordained 
until more than ten years after his firſt preaching to the 

eople. 

At Middletown, Mr. Nathaniel Collins was preaching, 
but not ordained. Mr. Stow alſo preached there before 
or with Mr. Collins. Greenwich and Rye were but jult 
come under, the juriſdiction of Connectirut, and not 
in circumſtances for the ſupport of minifters. They had 
occaſional preaching only, for a conſiderable time. 

FroM this view, it appears, that the firſt towns and 
churches in Connecticut were remarkably inſtructed 


miniſters Scarcely in any part of the chriſtian church, have ſo mi- 
at the un- ny ſtars, of ſuch diſtinguiſhed luſtre, ſhone in ſo ſmall: 


ion. 


firmament. At the time of the union the colony con- 
tained about 1700 families, eight or nine thouſand in. 
habitants, and they conſtantly enjoyed the inſtructions of 
about twenty miniſters. Upon an average, there wi 
as much as one miniſter to every 85 families, or to about 
430 ſouls. In ſome of the new plantations, thirty families 
fupported a miniſter, and commonly there were 10: 
more than forty when they called and ſettled a paſtor. 
In ſeveral of the firſt churches, there were not more thai 
eight, nine, and ten male members. Excluſive of Hart- 
ford, Windſor, New-Haven, and Guilford, there appea!s 
to have been none, in which there were more than fit- 


teen or ſeventeen male communicants, at their formation. 


F Manuſcripts from Saybrook. 


34. 
WV 
« 
4 2 
— 
gy 
» 
L Fd 
4 a. 
8 
* 
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Tua the firſt churches and congregations, notwith- Boox J. 
ſtanding their poverty, hardſhips, dangers, and expenſe C5YIWY 
in ſettling, in a wilderneſs, and in defending themſelves Word 


E againſt the ſavages and other enemies, ſhould maintain and ordi- 


- ſuch a number of miniſters, ſtrongly marks their charac- Pances 


ter as chriſtians, who deſired the ſincere milk of the 
EF. word. It affords a ſtriking evidence of their zeal for re- 
ligion, and that the word and ordinances were indeed 
precious in thoſe days. | 

© THE moſt perfect harmony ſubſiſted between the le- 
giſlature and the clergy. Like Moſes and Aaron, they 
E walked together in the moſt endeared friendſhip. The 
governors, magiſtrates, and leading men were their ſpir- 
itual children, and eſteemed and venerated them, as their 
= fathers in CHRIST. As they had loved and followed 
them into the wilderneſs, they zealouſly ſupported their 
influence. The clergy had the higheſt veneration for them, 


emment. Thus they grew in each other's eſteem, and 
E brotherly aſfection, and mutually ſupported and increaſed 


ng, eich other's influence and uſefulneſs. 
ore Maxx of the clergy, who firſt came into the country, 
jul had good eſtates, and aſſiſted their poor brethren and 
not E pariſhioners in their ſtraits in making new ſettlements. 
hal The people were then far more dependent on their min- 
iſters than they have been ſince. The proportion of 
and learned men was much leſs then, than at the preſent 
Ned, time. The clergy poſleſſed a very great proportion of 
m- de literature of the colony. They were the principal 
aal: inſtructors of the young gentlemen, who were liberally 
con- WE educated, before they commenced members of college, 
d in- and they aſſiſted them in their ftudies afterwards. They 
ns of WWF inſtructed and furniſhed others for public uſefulneſs, who 
e was WS bad not a public education. They had given a ſtriking 
about WW endence of their integrity and ſelf denial, in emigrating 
milies into this rough and diſtant country, for the ſake of reli- 
e no: gion, and were faithful and abundant in their labors. B 
aſtor. WI their example, counſels, exhortations, and money, they 
e unn alifted and encouraged the people. Beſides, the people, 
Hart- ho came into the country with them, had a high reliſh 
ppears We for the word and ordinances. They were exiles and fel- 
n fx boy ſufferers in a ſtrange land. All theſe circumſtances 
ration. WW combined to give them an uncommon influence over their 


bearers of all ranks and characters. For many years they 
Vere conſulted by the legiſlature, in all affairs of impor- 
kance, ciyil or religious. They were appointed commit- 


precious. 


Harmony 
between 
the legiſ- 
lature and 
clergy. 


and ſpared no pains to maintain their authority and gov- 


Influence 
of the 
clergy. 


Reaſons 
of it. 
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Miniſters 
of Con- 
nectieut 
condemn 
Antino- 
mianiſm 
in 1638, 


1648. 
Their el- 
ders 
adopt 
Cam- 


bride plat 


orm. 


Opinion 


THE HISTORY Crap. xi. 


tees, with the governors and magiſtrates, to adviſe, make 
draughts, and aſſiſt them in the moſt delicate and inter. 
eſting concerns of the commonwealth. In no goyery. 
ment have the clergy had more influence, or been treat. 
ed with more generoſity and reſpect, by the civil ruler; 
and people in general, than in Connecticut. 

THE miniſters and churches of Connecticut abhorre 
the Antinomian hereſy, which ſo diſtracted the Church, 
at Boſton, and ſome others in the Mafſachuſetts. In the 
firſt general council in New-England, Mr. Hooker and 
Mr. Davenport bore a noble teſtimony againſt the pre. 
vailing errors and ſpirit of that time. a 

In the next general council in New-Engiand, ten year 
after, the miniſters and churches of Connecticut and 
New-Haven were preſent and united in the form of dif. 
cipline which it recommended. By this platform of dif. 
cipline, the churches of New-England, in general, wil. 
ked for more than thirty years. This, with the eccleh. 
aſtical laws, formed the religious conſtitution of the co. 


lomes. 
Ix the platform, it is declared to be evident, “ That 


reſpecting neceſſary and ſufficent maintenance 1s due to miniſters of 


the main- 


tenance 
of miniſ. 
ters. 


Eccleſiaſ- 


tical laws. 


the word, from the law of nature and nations, the law d 
Moſes, the equity thereof, and alſo the rule of common 
reaſon :” That it is matter of indiſpenſible duty, a debt 
due, and not an affair of alms or free gift. That not 
only members of churches, but all who are taught in the 
word, are to contribute unto him that teacheth in al 
good things: And that the magiſtrate is to ſee that thi 
miniſtry be duly provided for.”* 

AN early proviſion was therefore made, by law, in Mal 
ſachuſetts and Connecticut, for the ſupport of the minil 
try. In Connecticut, all perſons were obliged, by lay, 
to contribute to the ſupport of the church, as well as d 
the commonwealth. All rates, reſpecting the ſupport 
miniſters, or any eccleſiaſtical affairs, were to be made and 
collected in the ſame manner, as the rates of the reſpec 
tive towns.F Special care was taken, that all pero 
ſhould attend the means of public inſtruction. The la 
obliged them to be preſent at the public worſhip on ti 
Loxv's day, and upon all days of public faſting and pri 
er, and of thankſgiving, appointed by civil authority, 0 
penalty of a fine of five ſhillings for every inſtance 0 


* C. Platform, chap. XI. 
+ The firſt code of Connecticut p. 52 and 39. 
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ſober, orthodox perſons, diſſenting from them, ſhould, 
| upon the manifeſtation of it to the general court, be al- 
| lowed peaceably to worſhip in their own way.h It was 
E enacted, © That no perſons, within this colony, ſhall in 
| « any wiſe imbody themſelves into church eſtate, without 
| « conſent of the general court, and approbation of neigh- 
e bouring elders.” The laws alfo prohibited, that any 
| miniſtry, or church adminiſtration, ſhould be entertain- 
ed, or attended, by the inhabitants of any plantation, in 
the colony, diſtin and ſeparate from, and in oppoſition 
to, that which was openly and publicly obſerved and diſ- 
E penſed, by the approved miniſter of the place; except it 

was by the approbation of the court and neighbouring 
1 The penalty, for every breach of this act, 
vas five pounds. . 

Tux court declared, that the civil authority, eſtabliſhed 
in the colony, Had power and liberty to 2 the peace, 
« ordinances, and rules of CHRIST, obſerved in every 
church, according to his word; and alſo to deal with 
any church member, in a way of civil juſtice, notwith- 
{ ſtanding any church relation, office, or intereſt.” The 
walſo provided, that no church cenſure ſhould degrade 
r depoſe any man from any civil dignity, office, or au- 
ority, which he ſhould ſuſtain in the colony. 


en, by the legiſlature, that the planters ſhould not be 
rdinances. 


the laws, to mantain a good ſchool, in which reading 


mini Wa writing ſhould be well taught ; and in every county 
by hen, a good grammar ſchool was inſtituted. Large 
as of land were given and appropriated, by the legiſ- 
pport 0 ure, to afford them a permanent ſupport. 


| Tye ſelect men of every town were obliged, by law, to 


reſp Neep a vigilant eye upon all the inhabitants, and to take 
1 Are that all the heads of families ſhould inſtruct their 
ie 


Wuldren and ſervants to read the Engliſh tongue well, 
Aa that once every week they ſhould catechiſe them in 
the principles of religion. 'The penalty for every in- 


The firſt code of Connecticut, p. 23. ? 
© 5 Ibidem p 2x. 

1 Ibidem, p. sr. 

| lbidem p. 23. 


neglect.“ The congregational churches were adopted Book I. 
and eſtabliſhed by law; but proviſion was made that al. 


Ix the grant of all new townſhips, ſpecial care was ta- Care fo 
propagate 

ithout a miniſter and the ſtated adminiſtration of goſpel edge 

l and good 

Every town, conſiſting of fifty families, was obliged, morals. 


Happy 
effects of 


them. 
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ſtance of neglect, in this reſpect, was twenty ſhillings, 
for any family ſo neglecting. The ſelect men were alſo 
authorized to take care, that all families ſhould be well 
furniſhed with bibles, orthodox catechiſms, and books on 
practical godlineſs. It was provided by the legiſlature, 
that the capital laws ſhould be taught weekly in every 
family.* 

Tux colony of New-Haven, from the beginning, made 
proviſion for the intereſts of religion, learning, and the 
good conduct of the inhabitants, with no leſs zeal than 
Connecticut. | 

THe care and piety of the firſt plariters did not reſt 
here; but they were careful, as ſoon as poſſible, in their 
circumſtances, to found public feminaries, in which 
young men might be inſtructed in the liberal arts, prepa- 
red for the miniſtry and all places of importance, in civil 
or religious life. 

As Connecticut and New-Haven were not able, of 
themſelves, at firſt, to erect a college, they united with 
Maſſachuſetts, and contributed to the ſupport of that 
at Cambridge. Frequent contributions were made, both 
in ConneCticut and New- Haven, for that purpoſe, and 
money was paid from the public treaſury. For a courſe 
of years, the inhabitants educated their ſons at that uni- 
verſity. 

By theſe means, knowledge, at an early period, was 
generally diffuſed among people of all ranks. This abun- 
dant public and private inſtruction, and conſtant atten- 
tion to the morals, induftry, and good conduct of the in- 
habitants, has been the means of that general illumina- 
tion, which has always been obſervable among the people 
of this colony; and of that high degree of civil, eccleſ- 
aſtical, and domeſtic peace and order, which, for ſo long a 
period, have rendered them eminent, among their ueigh- 
bours. This has made it feaſible to govern them by that 
free conftitution and mild ſyſtem of laws, by which they 
have ever been diſtinguiſhed. To this are owing thc 
wiſdom and ſteadineſs of their elections, and the integ!1- 
ty and firmneſs of their public adminiſtrations. In this 
way they have been formed not only to virtue, but to 
induſtry, economy, and enterpriſe. Indeed they hate 
been rendered one of the happieſt people upon the earth. 

CAMBRIDGE platform, in connection with the eccleſi- 
Aſtical laws, was the religious conſtitution of Connects 


Old code of Connectigut, p. 13. 
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cut, for about ſixty years, until the compilation of the B 


Saybrook agreement. 


TRE colony of New-Haven, ſenſible of the importance grammar 
of public ſeminaries, and of the inconvenience of ſending ſchool in- 
their ſons to ſo great a diſtance as Cambridge for an ed- fiituted, 


ucation, at an early period, attempted the founding of a 
college. A propoſal, for this purpoſe, was made to the 


general court in 1654. The next year, at the ſeſſions New- 
in May, it appeared, that New-Haven had made a dona- Haven. 


tion of 5 300, and that Milford propoſed to give {100 
more, for the encouragement of the deſign. The court 
propoſed it to the deputies of the other towns to enquire, 
and make report, what they would give. Mr. Davenport, 
who was the principal promoter of the affair, about the 
fame time, wrote to Governor Hopkins, who was then 
in England, upon the ſubject ; and it ſeems, ſolicited his 
aſſiſtance. Soon after, ſome lands were given, by the 
ople of New-Haven, for the further encouragement of 
ſo laudable an undertaking. Upon theſe favorable proſ- 
pects, the legiſlature, in 1659, proceeded to inſtitute a 
grammar ſchool at New-Haven. It was ordered, that 
£40 annually ſhould be paid out of the public treaſury 
or its ſupport. { 100 were alſo appropriated for the pur- 
chaſing of books for the ſchool. In 1660, the donation 
of Governor Hopkins having come into the poſſeſſion, 
and being at the diſpoſal of Mr. Davenport, he, on the 
zoth of May, ſurrendered it into the hands of the general 
court, for the purpoſe of founding a college. He propo- 
ſed, that this donation ſhould be united with the lands 
which had been already given and with ſuch other dona- 
tions as might be made by the legiſlature, for the ſame 
purpoſe. The elders of the ſeveral churches in the colo- 
ny were nominated as truſtees. As Mr. Davenport was 
the only ſurviving legatee of Governor Hopkins, with 
reſpect to that part of the donation, which had fallen to 
the ſhare of New-Haven, he defired, that, for the better 
diſcharge of the truſt, which had been repoſed in him, he 
might have a negative upon the corporation, with reſpe& 
to the diſpoſal of that, whenever he could exhibit ſub- 
ſtantial reaſons, that it was about to be applied to any 
purpoſe contrary to the deſign of the donor. The reſig- 
nation was made in writing, in a formal manner, contain- 
ing valuable ſketches of hiſtory, and a complete plan of 


the college and grammar ſchool, which it was deſignetl 
to inſtitute. ® . 
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Boox I. Tur general court thankfully accepted the donation, 
Y> upon the terms on which it had been ſurrendered. They 
appropriated the lands, which had been given, at New. 
Haven, to the ſupport of the college; agreed to colleg 
the money given by Governor Hopkins; and beſides all 
other grants previouſly made, enacted, that a hundred 
pounds ſtock ſhould be paid in from the treaſury of the 
colony, in ſuch time and manner as the court ſhould or- 
der. The court alſo ordained, that both the grammar 
ſchool and college ſhould be at New-Haven. One Mr, 
Peck was appointed maſter of the ſchool ; but this and 
the college were of ſhort continuance. The troubles in 
which the colony, was involved by the claims of Connect. 
icut, and the defection of ſuch numbers of their inhabi- 
tants, ſo impoveriſhed and weakened it, that a ſupport 
could not be obtained for the inſtructor. He became dif 
couraged, and tlie court gave up the ſchool. By the ſame 
means, the deſign of a college alſo miſcarried. After the 
union, the colony made further proviſion for a grammar 
ſchool, and all the lands and money, which had been given 
for that and the college, were appropriated to its ſupport. 
The ſchool revived and has coutinued unto the preſent 
time. | 
For a long courſe of years, there were no ſeCtariesin 
Connecticut. The churches, in general, enjoyed great 
peace and harmony, during the continuance of the fuſt 
miniſters and principal members of whom they were 
compoſed. But many of theſe were conſiderably 
advanced in life when they came into the country, and 
in about four or five and twenty years after the firſt ſet- 
tlements, a conſiderable proportion of them were in their 
graves, ſome had returned to England, and others were 
far advanced in years. Before the union of the colonies, 
in 1665, almoſt all the firit miniſters were either dead, 
or removed. 755 
Mx. Hever, teacher in the church at Windſor, died 
September 4th 1644. 
14 Death THE Reverend Thomas Hooker, the father and pillar 
4 and char. of the churches in Connecticut, died July 7th 1647 in 
1 acter of the 61ſt year of his age He was born at Marſhfield 
| Mr. in the county of Leiceſter, 1586. He appears to have 
| | Hooker. been educated at Emmanuel college, Cambridge, in Eng- 
| land. Afterwards he was promoted to a fellowſhip 1 


* 


— 


+ He poſſeſſed conſiderable property. His eſtate was ap- 
praiſed at C1336: 15; © His library only, at 4300. 
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the ſame college, where he acquitted himſelf with ſuch Book I. 

ability and faithfulneſs, as commanded univerſal approba- = 

tion and applauſe. While at college, in his youth, he 

was arreſted with ſtrong convictions of his fin and miſe- 

ry, and of the dreadfulneſs of the divine diſpleaſure. His 

heart was afterwards humbled, and ſubmitting to the 

terms of mercy, he received the ſpirit of adoption ; and 

was enabled to exhibit a life of the moſt exemplary piety, 

ſelf-denial, patience, and goodneſs. He was naturally a 

man of ſtrong and lively paſſions z but obtained a happy 

government of himſelf. In his day, he was one of the 

moſt animated and powerful preachers in New-England. 

In his ſermons, he inſiſted much on the application of re- 

demption 3 was ſearching, experimental, and practical. 

Another circumſtance, which rendered his public perfor- 

mances ſtill more engaging and profitable, was his excel- 

lency in prayer. A ſpirit of adoption ſeemed to reſt up- 

on him. In converſation he was pleaſant and entertain= 

ing, but always grave. He was exccedingly prudent in (+ 

the management of church diſcipline. He eſteemed it 1 

a neceſſary and important, but an extremely difficult, part 1 

of guty. He rarely ſuffered church affairs to be publicly 1 

controverted. Before he brought any difficult matter be- 11 b 

fore the church, ſpecial care was taken to converſe with 141 

the leading men, to fix them right, and to prepare the Þ: 

minds of the members ; ſo that they might be harmoni- 

ous, and that there might be no controverſy with reſ- 

pect to any point, which he judged expedient for the 

church to adopt. He was affable, condeſcending, and 

charitable ;_ yet his appearance and conduct were with 

ſuch becoming majeſty, authority, and prudence, that he 

could do more with a word, or a look, than other men 

could with a ſevere diſcipline. It was not an uncommon. 

inſtance, with him, to give away five or ten pounds at a * 

time to poor widows, orphans, and neceſſitous people. i. 1 

At a certain time, when there was a great ſcarcity, at | 

Southampton, upon Long Iſland, Mr. Hooker, with ſome 

friends who joined with him, ſent the people a ſmall veſ- 

ſel, freighted with ſeveral hundred buſhels of corn, for | 

their relief. In family religion and government, he was 1578 

ſtrict and prudent. In his family was exhibited a lively 1 

and ſincere devotion, and the very power of godlineſs. « || 1 
ot only his own children and domeſtics, but ſtudents {| 

and other perſons, who occaſionally reſided in his family, 1 

were inſtructed and edified, ſo that their acquaintance 

wich it was matter of their joy and devout thankſgiving. 
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Hooker of Hartford, ſucceeded Mr. Newton at Farmington. 
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Book I. He died of an epidemieal fever, which prevailed that year 
nn the country. He had for many years enjoyed a com- 
fortable aſſurance of his renewed eſtate, and when dyin 
ſaid, “„ I am going to receive mercy.” He cloſed his 
own eycs, and appeared to die with a ſmile in his coun. 
tenance.* 
Mx. Henry Smith, firſt paſtor of the church at Weth. 
ersfield, died in 1648, and was ſucceeded by the Rever. 
end Jonathan Ruſſel. 
Death Tar Reverend Mr. Prudden departed this life in 1656, 
and char- in the 56th year of his age. He was found dead in a 
ater of ſmall ſtream, between Milford and Derby. It was ſup. t 
ok * N poſed, that he fell from his horſe in a fit. Before he came . 
into New-England, he was a preacher in Herefordſhire, k 
and in the parts bordering upon Wales. His miniſtry 
Was attended with uncommon ſucceſs; and when he 
came into this country, it feems, that many good people 
followed him, that they might enjoy his pious and fer- 
vent miniſtrations. He had the character of a molt zeal- 
ous preacher, and of a man of an excellent ſpirit. He 
had a ſingular talent for reconciling contending parties, 
und maintaining peace among brethren and neighbours, 
His miniſtry was conducted with prudence, and his 
chutch enjoyed great harmony during his life, and re- 

joiced in his light. 
H was ſucceeded by Mr. Roger Newton, who re- 
ed by moved from Farmington, and was inſtalled, at Milford, 
Mr. New. Auguſt 22d, 1660. Hands were impoſed, at his inſtal- 
ton 1660. lation, by Zechariah Whitman, ruling elder, Deacon 
John Aſtwood, and Robert Treat, who were appointed 

to that ſervice by the brotherhood. 

Mr. Mx. Samuel Hooker, fon of the famous Mr. Hooker 
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ordained He was ordained in July 1661. * 
— Tusk deaths were all before the charter. There 


were alſo a number of removals of ſome of tlie principal 


miniſters. The Reverend Mr. Whitfield, after he had 


His character may be feen more at large in the Magnaliz 
B. III. p. 58—68. 

+ His eſtate in this country was appraiſed at £924 : 18: 6- 
Ile left a landed intereft in England, at Edgton in Yorkſhire, valu- 
ed at £1300 ſterling, which is ſtill enjoyed by ſome of his bets. 
He had two ſons. One of them, John Prudden, was educated af- 
tet his deceaſe, and graduated at Cambridge, 1668. He ſettled 
in the miniſtry, at Newark, in New-Jerſey. The other inherited 
the paternal eſtate ; and their deſcendants are numerous, both in 
Connecticut and New-Jerſey. hd te 
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took leave of his flock and congregation, and embarked 


whom he ſupported principally out of his own eſtate, as 
moſt of his people were poor. He found that his eſtate 
was much exhauſted, and that he muſt {till labor under 
many and great inconveniences, if he continued in this 
country; and he had numerous and preſſing invitations 
to return to England. A combination of theſe circum- 
ſtances, at length, prevailed with him to leave his flock. 
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joyed one of the beſt church livings at Okely, in the 


His charity was happily proportioned to his opulence. 
While he was at Okely, he procured another pious and 
able preacher, that he might go abroad and give aſſiſtance 
unto other churches and poor people. While he was in 
England, his houſe was a place of reſort for the diſtreſſed. 
Though he was, for twenty years, a conformiſt, yet his 
houſe was a place of refreſhment for Mr. Cotton, Mr. 
Hooker, Mr. Goodwin, and other pious nonconformiſts. 
After he came into New-England, he expended much of 
his intereſt in aſſiſting his poor people. He was a capital 
preacher, delivering himſelf with a peculiar dignity, 
beauty, and ſolemnity. After his return to England, he 
appears to have finiſhed his life, in the miniſtry, at the 
city of Wincheſter.* 

SEVERAL of the principal men returned to England 
with Mr. Whitfield; particularly Mr. Samuel Deſbor- 
ough, Mr. Jordan, and others. Mr. Deſborough, after 
return, was made lord keeper of the great ſeal, and 

one of the ſeven counſellors of the kingdom of Scotland. 


In conſequence of Mr. Whitfield's eſtate and expenſes, in 
purchaſing and ſettling the plantation, and of Mr. Fenwick's gift 
of the caſtern part of the towgſhip tu him, a large portion of the 
| beſt lands in the town was allotted to him. On his return to Eng- 
, land, he offered, upon very low terms, to ſel! all his lands te the 
& town. But the people were poor, and imagined they ſhou'd ſoon 
I follow their paſtor, and neglected to purchaſe. Mr. Whitfield 
J N to 1 Robert Thompſon, in 1 7 
4 Irs they have been hel r amage of t 
bonn, to this * een helden, to the great damag 
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labored eleven years, with the people at Guilford, return- Book I, 
ed again to England. Sometime in the year 1650, he 


for his native country. He was exceedingly beloved by of Mr. 


his flock, and they accompanied him to the water's fide Whitfield, 
with many tears. He had a large ſamily of nine children, 1650. 


He was one of the wealthieſt clergymen, who came into His char- 
Connecticut. Before he came into this country, he en- acter. 


county of Surrey, and had a fine intereſt of his own. 
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Boox I, Mn. Higginſon continued his miniſtry, as teacher in 
he church at Guilford, until about the year 1659, when, 


upon the death of his father, he returned to Salem, and 
ſucceeded him in the paſtoral office, over the church in 


that town. 
Mx. William Hook, who, for about fourteen years, had 


— been teacher in the church at New-Haven, about the 
1 year 1655, returned to England. Mr. Eaton and Mr. 
1655. Hook have been repreſented as men of great learning and 


piety, and as poſſeſſing excellent pulpit talents. A wri. 
ter of Mr. Eaton's character ſays, « He was a very holy 
« man, a perſon of great learning and judgment, and x 
« moſt incomparable preacher.” He diſſented from Mr. 
Davenport, with reſpect to his ſtrict terms and form of 
civil government. His brother, Governor Eaton, there. 
fore adviſed him to a removal. After his return, he be- 
came paſtor of a church at Duckenheld, in the pariſh of 
Stockport, in Cheſhire. Mr. Hook, after his return, was 
ſometime miniſter at Axmouth in Devonſhire ; and then 
maſter of the Savoy on the Strand, near London ; and 
chaplain to the greateſt man then in the nation. After 
the reſtoration, he was ſilenced for nonconformity, May 
24th 1662. On the 21ſt of March 1667, he died in the 
vicinity of London. Mr. Eaton was a companion with 
him in tribulation”; for ſoon after the reſtoration of King 
Charles the ſecond, he was ſilenced, and ſuffered perſccu- 
tion for conſcience fake. 

Trex Reverend Mr. Blynman, after he had labored a- 


Mr Blyn- pout ten years in the miniſtry at New-London, in 1658, 


— 4 removed to New-Haven. After a ſhort {tay in that town, 
1658. he took ſhipping and returned to England. He lived to 
a good old age; and, at the city of Briſtol, happily con- 
cluded a long life, ſpent in doing good. 

Mx. Nicholas Street ſucceeded Mr. Hook, as teacher 
in the church, at New-Haven, about the year 1659. 
And Mr. Blynman was ſucceeded in office, at New-Lon- 
don, by Mr. Gerſhom Bulkley, from Concord in Maſſa- 

chuſetts. | 
Divifions Tux firſt miniſters in the colonies being thus dead, or 

in the removed, and a new generation riſen up, who had not 
2 2 imbibed the ſentiments and ſpirit of their pious fathers, 
ttord. alterations were inſiſted on with reſpe& to church mem- 
berſhip, diſcipline, and baptiſm ; and great difſenfions 
aroſe in the churches. They began firſt in the church at 
Hartford, not many years after Mr. Hooker's deceaſe. 


The origin of them appears to have been a difference be 
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tween the Reverend Mr. Stone and Mr. Goodwin, the Book J. 
ruling elder, in the church, upon ſome nice points of con-, 


gregationaliſm. It ſeems that ſome member had been 
admitted, or baptiſm adminiſtered, which Elder Good- 
win conceived to be inconſiſtent with the rights of the 
brotherhood, and the ſtrict principles of the congrega- 
tional churches. Perhaps he imagined himſelf not to 
have been properly conſulted and regarded. Not only 
this church became divided and inflamed with the contro- 
verſy, but it ſpread into almoſt all the neighbouring 
churches. 'Theycintereſted themſclves in the controver- 
ſy, ſome taking one fide, and ſome another, as their con- 
nections, prejudices, and particular ſentiments led them. 
The whole colony became affected with the diſpute, and 
the general court particularly intereſted themſelves in the 
affair. The brethren in the church, at Hartford, became 
ſo inflamed and imbibed ſuch prejudices and uncharitable 
feelings one towards another, that it was with great dif- 
ficulty, they could be perſuaded to walk together. To 
prevent an entire diviſion of the church, it appears, that 
about the years 1654 and 1655, ſeveral councils of the 
neighbouring elders and churches were called, to com- 
pole the differences between the parties. They labored 
to ſatisfy them with reſpect to the points in controverſy. 
But the brethren, at Hartford, imagined, that all the el- 
ders and churches, in Connecticut and New-Haven, were 
prejudiced in favor of one party or the other, and there- 
fore they would not hear their advice. For this reaſon, 
it was judged expedient to call a council from the other 
colonies. Sometime in the year 1656, it ſeems, a num- 
ber of elders and churches from Maſſachuſetts came to 
Hartford, and gave their opinion and advice to the church 
and the aggrieved brethren. But it appears, that, in the 
apprehenſion of the aggrieved, the church did not com- 
ply with the reſult. The ſtate of the church therefore 
was no better than it was before, but the parties became 
more alienated and imbittered. Elder Goodwin was 
joined by Governor Webſter, Mr. Whiting, Mr. Cullick, 
and other principal gentlemen, at Hartford, who were 
leaders, in what they imagined to be a defence of the true 
principles of congregationaliſm. 

MeaxwniLE there was a ſtrong party, in the colony 
of Connecticut, who were for admitting all perſons of a 
regular life to full communion in the churches, upon 
their making a profeſſion of the chriſtian religion, with- 
out any enquiry with reſpect to a change of heart; and 
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Book I. for treating all baßtized perſons as members of the church. 
Www Some carried the affair {till further, and inſiſted, that all 
rſons, who had been members of churches, in Eng. 
land, or had been members of regular cccleſiaſtical pariſh. 
es there, and {ſupported the public worthip, ſhould be al- 
lowed to enjoy the privileges of members in full com- 
munion in the churches of Connecticut. They alſo in. 
ſiſted, that all baptized perſons, upon owning the coye. 
nant, as it was called, ſhould have their children baptized, 
though they came not to the LorD's table. 

NUMBERS of them took this opportunity to introduce 
into the aſſembly a liſt of grievances, on the account of 
their being denied their juſt rights and privileges by the 
miniſters and churches. A diſpute had ariſen, in the 
churches and congregations, relative to the choice of a 
paſtor. It was urged, that it did not belong to the 
churches ſolely to chooſe the paſtor for themſelves and 
the congregation ; but, as the inhabitants in general had 
an equal concern for themſelves and their children, with 
the members of the church, in the qualifications of their 
paſtor, and as they were obliged to contribute their pro- 
portion to his ſupport, they had a juſt right to give their 
voice in his election. The denying them this right was 
conſidered as a great grievance, Many of the churches, 
and ſome or other of the members in all of them, it ſeems, 
maintained, that the choice of a paſtor belonged to them 
ſolely, excluſive of the congregation : That there was no 
ſcripture example of any perſon's ever giving a ſuffrage, 
in the choice of a paſtor, but members of the church: 
That paſtors were ordained over the churches only, and 
were termed the elders, paſtors, and angels of the 
churches. It appears, by the acts of the aſſembly and 
the queſtions propoſed, that theſe, and a number of other 
points, were now warmly agitated in the colony. 

8 Tux general ſtate of the country was greatly altered 
Gate of from What it was at its firſt ſettlement. The people then 
the coun. Were generally church members and eminently pious. 
try. They loved {tric religion, and followed their miniſters in- 
to the wilderneſs for its fake. But with many of thei! 
Reaſon of children, and with others who had, ſince emigrated into 
the diſſen- this country, it was not ſo. They had made no open 
fious, profeſſion of religion, and their children were not bapt: 
zed. This created uneaſineſs in them, in their miniſters, 
and others. They wiſhed for the honors and privilege 
of church members for themſelves, and baptiſm for theit 
children, but they were not perſuaded that they were 7c 
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generated, and knew not how to comply with the rigid Book J. 
terms of the congregational churches. A conſiderable ... 
number of the clergy and the churches in general zeal- 

ouſly oppoſed all innovations, and exerted themſelves to 

maintain the firſt practice and purity of the churches. 

Hence the diſſenſions aroſe. 

Tux general court, it ſeems, with a view to reconcile The court 
the church at Hartford, and to compoſe difficulties, of Con- 
which were generally riſing in the colony, at their ſeſſions 95 ry 
in May 1656, took the affair into their ſerious conſidera- * 428 * 
tion. They appointed a committee, conſiſting of Gover- general 
nor Webſter, Deputy governor Welles, Mr. Cullick, and courts for 
Mr. Talcott, all of Hartford, to conſult with the elders of advice, 
the colony, reſpeCting the grievances complained of ; - > Aa 
and to defire their aſſiſtance, in making a draught of the 
heads of them, that they might be preſented to the gene- 
ral courts of the United colonies, for their advice. The «\ 
general courts were deſired to give their anſwers with as 
much expedition as poſlible. 

WaHiLE the churches were thus divided, they were a- 
larmed by the appearance of the Quakers. A number of 1] 
them arrived, at Boſton, in July and Auguſt, and had 1 
been committed to the common gaol. A great number 11 
of their books had been ſeized with a view to burn them. 177 
In conſequence of their arrival, and the diſturbance they 
had made, at Boſton, the commiſſioners of the United Reſolu- 
colonies, at their court in September, recommended it to © — 
the ſeveral general courts, “ That all Quakers, Ranters, 3 5 
and other notorious heretics, ſhould be prohibited com- reſpecting 
ing into the United colonies ; and that, if any ſhould the Qua- 
come, or ariſe amongſt them, they ſhould be forthwith kers. 
ſecured, and removed out of all the juriſdictions.” * | 

Is conformity to this recommendation, the general Law of 
court of Connecticut, in October, paſſed the following Connecti- . 
act. « That no town, within this juriſdiction, ſhall en- 288 87 
« tertain any Quakers, Ranters, Adamites, or ſuch like dy, oY WE! 
«* notorious heretics, nor ſuffer them to continue in 1656. 
them above the ſpace of fourteen days, upon the pen- 

* alty of five pounds per week, for any town entertain- 
* 1ng any ſuch perſon : But the townſmen ſhall give no- 
« tice to the two next magiſtrates, or aſſiſtants, who ſhall | 
% have power to ſend them to priſon, for ſecuring them, ; 1 


until they can conveniently be ſent out of the juriſdic- 


* Records of the United colonies, 
r 
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Book I. “ tion. It is alſo ordered, that no maſter of a veſſel ſhall 
AV <« land any ſuch heretics ; but if they do, they ſhall be 
© compelled to tranſport them again out of the colon : 
« by any two magiſtrates or aſſiſtants, at their firſt ſet. 
« ting ſail from the port where they landed them ; qy. 
ce ring which time, the aſſiſtant or magiſtrate ſhall {ce 
« them ſecured, upon penalty of twenty pounds for any 
« maſter of any veſſel, that ſhall not tranſport them as a. 
« foreſaid.““ | 
THE court at New-Haven paſſed a ſimilar law, In 
1658 both courts made an addition to this law, increaſing 
the penalties and prohibiting all converſation of the com- 
mon people with any of thoſe heretics, and all perſons 
from giving them any entertainment, upon the penalty of 
five pounds. The law however was of thort continuance, 
and nothing of importance appears to have been tranſad- 
ed upon it, in either of the colonies. 
Maſſachu. Uro the repreſentations made of the heads of grier. 
ſetts and ance, which had been matter of complaint, to the general 
Connecti- courts of the confederate colonies, the court of Maſſachu- 
cut ap- ſetts adviſed to a general council, and ſent letters to the 
| 2 other courts, ſignifying their opinion. The general court 
5 council. of New-Haven wrote an anſwer to the grievances, and to 
| the queſtions propoſed reſpecting them. They ſuppoſed 
1 it ſufficient. The general court of Connecticut, never- 
| Feb. 1657. theleſs, on the 26th of February 1657, determined to 
| have a general council. 'They appointed Mr. Warham, 
| Mr. Stone, Mr. Blynman, and Mr. Ruſſel, to meet the 
elders, who ſhould be delegated from the other colonies, 
at Boſton, the next June; and to aſſiſt in debating the 
queſtions propoſed by the general court of Connecticut, 
or any of the other courts, and report the determination 
of the council to the general court. 
Tx church at Hartford continuing their contentions, 
the court directed the elders, who were going to Boſton, 
to confer with the ſeveral miniſters in the Maſſachuſetts, 
who had been of the council, relative to the circumſtan- 
ces of that church, and to deſire them to come to Con- 
necticut, and give their aſſiſtance in council at Hartford. 
The court alſo directed the church there to ſend for the 
former council; and with the letters miſſive, to ſlate the 
: particulars, in the advice of the council, with which they 
were not ſatisfied. If this council ſhould not be ſo hap- 
py as to give them ſatisfaction, then they were directed 
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to invite Mr. Sherman of Watertown, and ſeveral other Book I. 
miniſters from the Maſſachuſetts, to make a viſit at Hart. 
ford, and attempt the healing of the breach made in the 

church there. 

GovkRNOR Webſter, Mr. Cullick, and Mr. Steel diſ- Governor 
ſented from the reſolution of the aſſembly, and declared, Webſter 
in open court, that it did not appear to them, that the 2nd oth- 
meaſures, adopted by the court, were any where directed“ divent. 
by the divine word, or calculated to reſtore peace to the 
churches. They appear to have been of the aggrieved 
brethren at Hartford, and ſatisfied with the reſult of the 
former council, to which the church, in their apprehen- 
fions, did not ſubmit, A005 doubtleſs judged it more a- 
greeable to ſcripture and reaſon, and eſpecially to the prin- 
ciples of congregational churches, to chooſe a council for 
themſelves, when they ſhould judge it expedient, than 
to have one impoſed upon them, by legiſlative authority. | 

Tux general court, at New-Haven, were utterly op- Court of 14 
poſed to a general council; and upon receiving a letter New Ha- | 
from the Maſſachuſetts, inviting them to ſend a number * "4 | 
of their elders to aſſiſt in the council, they, in a long letter, — 11 
remonſtrated againſt it, and excuſed themſelves from ' i 
ſending any of their miniſters. They repreſented, that 11. 
the petition and queſtions, exhibited to the general court 14 
ef Connecticut, were unwarrantably procured, and of ; 1 
dangerous tendency: That they heard the petitioners 4 
were confident, that they ſhould obtain great alterations 
both in civil government and church diſcipline : That 
they had engaged an agent to prove, * That pariſhes, in 
« England, conſenting to and continuing meetings to 
« worſhip Gop, were true churches,” and that the mem- 
bers of thoſe pariſhes, coming into New-England, had a 
Tight to all church privileges; though they made no pro- | 
feſſion of a work of faith and holineſs upon their hearts. rl 
They expreſſed their apprehenſions, that a general council, 1 | 
at that time, would endanger the peace and purity of the 1 
churches. They acquainted the general court of Maſſa- . 
chuſetts, that they had ſent an anſwer to all the queſ- | 
tions, propoſed to the court of Connecticut; and that it | 
was their opinion, that the legiſlature and elders of that 1 
colony were ſufficient to determine all thoſe points with- 
out any aſſiſtance from abroad. They obſerved that, on 
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y q account of the removal of Mr. Whitfield and Mr. Hook, i \ 
p WE 2nd the late death of Mr. Prudden, their elders could not | 
> de ſpared. With their letter, they ſent the anſwers, 


& which they had given to the queſtions to be debated, and 
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Queſtions 
propoted 
to the 
general 
council, 
June 1657. 


ing the ſtate of affairs, in Connecticut, unleſs the gene- 
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they intreated the court and their elders ſeriouſly to con. 
fider them. They defired, that, as the court had formed 
their civil polity and laws upon the divine word, and a; 
the elders and churches had gathered and received their 
diſcipline from the ſame, they would exert themſelves to 
preſerve therwinviolable. They obſerved, that, conſider. 


4 * 2 


ral court of Maſſachuſetts ſhould firmly adhere to their 
then conſtitution, and the council thould have the divine 
preſence with them, their meeting might be of the moſt 
unhappy conſequence to the churches. Conſidering 
how ſoon the church at Epheſus, though famous for her 
firſt love, declined and was forſaken of her SAv1ous, the 
ſiſted, that there was great occaſion of watchfulneſs 
and prayer, leſt the churches of New-England ſhould de- 
cline after her example.“ 

Tux colonies of Connecticut and Maſſachuſetts perſiſt. 
ed in calling a general council. 

Tur queſtions propoſed for diſcuſſion, as they ſtand up- 
on the records, are the following. 

I. WHETHER federal holineſs, or covenant intereſt, be 
not the proper ground of baptiſm ? | 

2. WHETHER communion of churches, as ſuch, be 
not warrantable by the word of Go.? 

3. WHETHER the adult ſeed of viſible believers, not 
caſt out, be not true members, and ſubjects of church 
watch ? 

4. WHETHER miniſterial officers are not as truly 
bound to baptize the viſible diſciples of Chriſt, providen- 
tially ſettled amongſt them, as officially to preach the 
word ? | 

5. WHETHER the ſettled inhabitants of the country, 
being members of other churches, ſhould have their chil- 
dren baptized amongſt us, without themſelves firſt order- 
ly joining in churches here? 

6. WHETHER memberſhip, in a particular inſtituted 
church, be not eſſentially requiſite, under the goſpel, to 
entitle to baptiſm ? 

7. WHETHER adopted children and ſuch as are bought 
with money are covenant ſeed? _ 

8. WHETHER things new and weighty may be managed, 
in a church, without concurrence of officers, and con 
ſent of the fraternity of the ſame church? And if tlung 
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neighbouring churches is to be ſought ? 

9. WHETHER it doth not belong to the body of a 
town, collectively taken, jointly to call him to be their 
miniſter, whom the church ſhall chooſe to be their 
officer ? 

10. WHETHER the political and external adminiſtra- 
tion of Abraham's covenant be not obligatory to goſpel 
churches ? x 

11. UnTo whom ſhall ſuch perſons repair, that are 
grieved at any church proceſs or cenſure ; or whether 
they muſt acquicſce in the church's cenſure to which 
they belong ? 

12. WHETHER the laying on of hands in ordination 
belong to preſbyters or brethren ? 

13. WHETHER the church, her invitation and election 
of an officer, or preaching elder, neceſſitates the whole 
congregation to fit down ſatisſied, as bound thereby to 
accept him as their miniſter, though invited and ſettled 
without the town's conſent ? 


14. WHAT is the goſpel way to gather and ſettle 
churches ? 


15. FRom whom do miniſters receive their commiſſion 
to baptize ? 

16. WHETHER a ſynod hath a deciſive power? 

179. WHETHER tt be not juſtifiable, by the word of 
Gop, that civil authority indulge congregational and 
25 A churches, and their diſcipline in the church- 
es if 

IT appears, by the records, that ſeveral other queſtions 
were propoſed, but theſe are all which are to be found 


upon them. They ſtand in the ſame order in which they 
are here inſerted. 


317 


of common concernment, then how far the conſent of Book 1 


25 


Tre council convened at Boſton, June 4th 1657, and Council at 
after a ſeſſion of a little more than a fortnight, gave an e- Boſton 
laborate anſwer to twenty-one queſtions. The elders June 4th 
from Connecticut brought back an authentic copy of the 1637. 


reſult of the council, and preſented it to the general 
court, at a ſeſſion on the 12th of Auguſt. The court or- 
dered, that copies ſhould be ſent forthwith to all the 
churches in the colony; and if any of them ſhould have 
objections againſt the anſwers which had been given, they 


were directed to tranſmit them to the general court, at 
the ſeſſion in October. 


Records of Connecticut. 
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Tux anſwers were afterwards printed, in London, un- 
der the title of « A diſputation concerning church mem. 
« bers and their children.” Several of the queſtions in. 
volve each other. The principal one was that reſpeCting 
baptiſm and church memberſhip. An anſwer to this, in 
effect, anſwered a conſiderable part of the other queſtions, 
With reſpect to this they aſſerted, and learned pains were 
taken to prove, « That it was the duty of infants, who 
« confederated in their parents, when grown up unto 
« years of diſcretion, though not fit for the Loxd's ſup- 
“ per, to own the covenant they made with their parents, 
« by entering thereinto, in their own perſons; and it is 
te the duty of the churches to call upon them for the per- 
& formance thereof, and if being called upon, they ſhall 
cc refuſe the performance of this great duty, or other. 
* wiſe continue ſcandalous they are liable to be cenſured 
cc for the ſame by the church. And in caſe they under. 
« ſtand the ground of religion, and are not ſcandalous, 
« and ſolemnly own their covenant in their own perſong, 
« wherein they give up themſelves and their children un- 
cc to the Lorp, and defire baptiſm for them, we ſee not 
« ſufficient cauſe to deny baptiſm unto their children.“ 

THe anſwer to this queſtion was, in effect, an anſwer 
to the other reſpeCting the right of towns to vote in the 
election of miniſters ; for if they were all members of the 
church by baptiſm, and under its diſcipline, they, doubt- 
leſs, had a right to vote with the church in the election of 
their paſtor. Indeed there was no proper ground of diſ- 
tinction between them and the church. Hence, it ſeems, 
the anſwer to that queſtion was to this effect, “ That 
« though it was the right of the brotherhood to chooſe 
« their j aſtor, and though it was among the arts of Anti- 
« chriſt to deprive them of this power, yet they ought to 
« have ſpecial regard to the baptized, by the covenant 
« of G p, under their watch.” | 5 

Tux deciſions of the council do not appear to have had 
any influence to reconcile, but rather to inflame the 
churches. . 

A NUMBER of miniſters, and the churches pretty gen- 
erally, viewed this as a great innovation, and entirely in. 
conſiſtent with the principles on which the churches of 
New-England were originally founded, and with tlie 
principles of Congregationaliſm. 
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ford, to proceed any further in a courſe of diſcipline of 


Hartford, might be healed, adjourned about a fortnight. 


$ 
7 y 
1 


car. Au. OF CONNECTICUT. 3w || 


Tux church at Hartford, and the aggrieved brethren, Book I. 

inſtead of being ſatisfied and reconciled, appeared to bei. 
thrown into a ſtate of greater alienation and animoſity. 
The aggrieved ſoon after withdrew from Mr. Stone and 
the church, and were about forming an union with the 
church at Wethersfield. Among the aggrieved were 
Governor Webſter, Mr. Goodwin, ruling elder in the 
church, Mr. Cullick, and Mr. Bacon, principal men both 
in the church and town. Mr. Stone and the church 
were proceeding with them in a courſe of diſcipline. 

Ix this ſtate of their affairs, the general court, interpo- 1658. 
ſed, and paſſed an act, prohibiting the church at Hart- 


the members, who had withdrawn from their commun- 
ion, and thoſe members to join with the church at Weth« 
ersfield, or any other church, until further attempts 
ſhould be made, for their reconciliation with their breth- 
ren. By the act it appears, that the churches in the colo- 
ny were generally affected with the diſpute, at Hartford, 
and viewed it as a common cauſe, with reſpect to all the 
congregational churches, It exhibits, in ſo ſtrong a point 


* — 
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of light, the authority, which the general court imagined | i; { 


they had a right to exerciſe over the churches, and the 11 
ſpirit of thoſe times, as to merit a place in this hiſtory. ; | 
It is in the following words. 
« 'Ty1s court orders, in reference to the fad diflicul- Act of the 
« ties that are broken out in the ſeveral churches in this general 
colony, and in ſpecial, betwixt the church at Hartford 1 
« and the withdrawers; and to prevent further troubles cut 
« and ſad conſequences, that may enſue from the premiſ- March 11, 
«es to the whole commonwealth, that there be, from 1658. 
« henceforth, an utter ceſſation of all further proſecution, 
« either on the church's part at Hartford, towards the 
« withdrawers from them ; and, on the other part, that 
« thoſe, that have withdrawn from the church, at Hart- 
« ford, ſhall make a ceſſation in proſecuting their former 
« propoſitions to the church at Wethersfield, or any oth- 
« er church, in reference to their joining there, in church 
“ relation, until the matters, in controverſy betwixt the 
« church at Hartford and the withdrawn members, be 
% brought to an iſſue, in that way the court ſhall de- 
«© termine.” | 
Tux court, having deſired the elders of the colony to 
meet them, and aſſiſt in adopting ſome meaſures by which 
the diviſions in the churches, and eſpecially in that at 
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Book I, TIT met again on the 24th of March. Whether the el. 

Wa ders met with them, or not, does not appear; but the 

Advice of 2dvice of the aſſembly, at this time, was that Mr. Stone, 

the court with the church and brethren Who had withdrawn, 

March 24. ſhould meet together; and, in a private conference, if 
poſſible, agree upon ſome terms by which they might be 
reconciled. Governor Welles and deputy governor Win— 
throp were appointed to meet with them, and employ 
their wiſdom and influence to make peace. 

Ir ſeems, that the church did not comply with this ad- 
vice; or if there were any meeting of the parties, no- 
thiug was done to effect an accommodation. It appears, 
that Mr. Stone viewed the withdrawn brethren as in the 

May zoth hands of the church at Hartford, and the matters to he 

—_— determined as not lying before any council or the gene- 
ral court. And he would not admit, that he, or the 
church had counteracted the advice of the former coun- 
cil. He therefore, at the ſeſſion in May, petitioned, 
that the ſubſequent propoſitions might be entered upon 
the records of the colony, and that the withdrawn breth- 
ren, or ſome perſon whom they ſhould appoint, would 
diſpute them with him in the preſence of the court. 

1. * Tre former council, at Hartford, June 56, is 
« utterly cancelled and of no force. 

2. „ THERE is no violation of the laſt agreement, 
« (made when the reverend elders of the Maſſachuſetts 

e were here,) either by the church of CHRIST at Hart- 
cc ford, or their teacher. 

3. Thx withdrawn brethren have offered great vio- 
cc Jence to the forementioned agreement. 

4. Taye withdrawn brethren are members of the 
« church of CHRIST at Hartford. 

5. « THEIR withdrawing from the church is a fin ex- 
« ceeding ſcandalous and dreadful, and of its own na- 
« ture deſtructive to this and other churches. 

6. © TRE controverſy between the churchof CHRIST 
« at Hartford, and the withdrawn perſons, is not in the 
« hands of the churches, to be determined by them.“ 

© SAMUEL STONE." 

IT does not appear that the court gave their conſent, 
that the propoſitions ſhould be diſputed before them, or 
that they enacted any thing, at this court, reſpecting the 
affairs of the church, or the brethren who had withdrawn. 

i — 
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Bor at a ſeſſion, in Auguſt, they inſiſted, that the Book I. 
church and aggrieved brethren ſhould meet together, aS 
cording to their former advice, and debate their difficul- Auęuſt 
ties among themſelves, and that the points in controver- 18th. 

ſy ſhould be clearly ſtated. 

Ar this time, a complaint was exhibited againſt Goy- 

ernor Webſter, Mr. Cullick, elder Goodwin and others, 
who had withdrawn from their brethren. But the court 
would not hear it, at that time. It ordered, that, if the 
church and brethren would not agree to meet together 
and debate their differences among themſelves, each par- 
ty ſhould chooſe three as indifferent elders as could be 
found; who ſhould afford all the light and aſſiſtance in 
their power, towards ſettling the differences according to 
the divine oracles; and that both parties ſhould peacea- 
bly ſubmit to their advice. If either of the parties ſhould 
refuſe to make choice of three gentlemen, for the deſign 
propoſed, the court determined to chooſe for them. The 
church rejected the propoſal, and the court choſe Mr. 
Cobbett, Mr. Mitchel, and Mr. Danforth for them. For 
a reſerve, if either ſhould fail, Mr. Brown was choſen. 
The aggrieved brethren choſe Mr. Davenport, Mr. Nor- 
ton, and Mr. Fitch; and as a reſerve, Mr. Street. The 
council were to meet on the 19th of September. 

Tae church, it ſeems, would not ſend for the council, 
and fo it did not convene. 

AT a ſeſſion of the general court, the next year, March Reſolu- 
gth 1659, it was determined, that, as its paſt labors, to tion of 
promote unanimity, at Hartford, had been fruſtrated, the court 
by the non-compliance of the parties, the ſecretary, in 1 
the name of the court, ſhould deſire the elders, who had March 95 
been formerly appointed, to meet at Hartford on the 3d 1659. 
of June ſucceeding, and afford their aſſiſtance in healing 
the breach, which had been made there. It was alſo e- 
nacted, that the church, at Hartford, and the brethren 
who had withdrawn, ſhould jointly bear the expenſes of 
the former council, and of making proviſion for that 
which had been then appointed. 

Tux council conſiſted of the elders and churches of junez, 
Boſton, Cambridge, Charleſtown, Ipſwich, Dedham, and 1659. 
Sudbury, They convened according to appointment, Council 
and were abundant in their labors to ſoften the minds t Hart- 

** ford. 
and conciliate the affections of the parties; and though 
they did not effect a yeconciliation, yet they brought the 
n much nearer * than they had been, and 
8 
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Boox I. left the church and town in a better ſtate than they had 
enjoyed for years before. 

On the 15th of June, the court convened, and perceiy. 
ing the good effects of this council, deſired the ſame 
gentlemen to meet again, at Hartford, on the 19th of 
Auguſt. Upon the choice and defire of the brethren 
who had withdrawn, the Reverend John Sherman, and 
the church at Watertown, and the elder and church 
Dorcheſter were alſo invited to come with them. 

Tre general court, in this ſtate of the controverſy, or. 
dered the heads of the complaint, which had been exhib. 
ited againſt the withdrawn brethren, to be drawn up and 
ſent to them, and they were required to appear before the 
court, in October, and anſwer to them. The church 
agreed to the whole council, and the brethren aggrieved, 
to ſeven of them. The general court ordered, that both 
parties ſhould ſubmit to the judgment of the council, 
and that it ſhould be a final iſſue. | 

Tux council convened again, at Hartford, and fo far 
compoſed the difficulties which had ſo long ſubſiſted, ay 
to prevent a ſeparation at that time. Some of the capi- 
tal characters were ſoon removed into the land of ſilence, 
where all amimoſfities are forgotten. Mr. Cullick removed 
to Boſton, and a conſiderable number removed to Hadley, 
By theſe means, the church was reſtored to a tolerable 
ſtate of peace and brotherly affeCtion ; but it was viewed, 

by ſome of its own members and others, as having, in 

ſome degree, departed from the ſtrict principles of the 

firſt congregational churches in New-England; and feems 

- afterwards, to have divided nearly on the ſame grounds. 
Doctor Mather, in his Magnalia, repreſents, that it 

— of was difficult, even at the time of the controverſy, to find 
troverſy, What were the preciſe points in diſpute. Indeed, what 
the part cular act or ſentiment in Mr. Stone or the church 

was, which gave elder Goodwin diſguſt, and began the 
diſſenſion, does not fully appear. Nothing however 15 

more evident, from the queitions propounded, which it 

appears were drawn by the very heads of the parties, and 

by the gentlemen choſen by tbe diſaffected brethren, and 

rejected by the church, ti an that the whole controverſy reſ- 

pected the qualifications for baptiſm, church memberſhip, 

and the rights of the brotherhood. Mr. Stone's ideas of 
congregationaliſm appear to have bordered more on preſ- 
byterianiſm, and leſs on independence, than thoſe of the 

firſt miniſters in the country in general. His definition 

1117 of congregationaliſm, was, „ That it was a ſpcaking 
141 Ariſtocracy in the face of a ſilent Democracy.” 
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Tux Hartford controverſy was, for its circumſtances, Book I. 

duration, and obſtinacy, the moiſt remarkable of any in Www 
its day. It affected all the churches, and inſinuated it- _—_ = 
ſelf into all the affairs of ſocieties, towns, and the whole Ha. Pant 
commonwealth. Doctor Mather, in his figurative man- remarka- 
ner of deſcription, ſays, From the fire of the altar, ble in its 
« there iſſued thunderings, and lightnings, and earth- day. 
« quakes, through the colony.” This was conſidered 
as much more remarkable, as the church, at Hartford, 
had been famous for its inſtruction, light, gifts, peace, 
and brotherly love. It had been viewed as-one of the 
principal churches in New-England. Its diſſenſions were 
a ground of great ſorrow to all the good people in the 
country. Extraordinary were the pains taken, by the 
principal characters in New-England, to heal them. 

Tux commiſhoners of the United colonies, in Sep- Letter 
tember 1656, wrote them a friendly and pacific letter on from the 
the ſubject. They ſay, «© We have, with much ſorrow e 
of heart, heard of your differences, and that the means the united 
attended hitherto, for compoſing them, have proved inef- coloni es. 
fectual. We cannot but be deeply ſenſible of the ſad ef- 
fects and dreadful conſequences of diſſenſions, heighten- 
ed and increaſed in a church of ſuch eminence for light 
and love.“ They repreſented to them, that though all 
the churches ſympathized with them, yet any themſelves 
would be ſure, in the firſt place, to feel the ſmart. They 
moſt earneſtly exhorted them not only to be exceedingly 
cautious of all further provocations, bot to employ all 
their wiſdom and exertions for a reconciliation. They 
intreated them, not to ſuffer any diſcour»gements to pre- 
vail with them, to make a ſeparation and ſcatter abroad.“ 

THE churches in Connecticut and New-Haven labored 
to harmonize their views and aſſections and to make 
peace. The miniſters in Maſſachuſetts were ſo affected 
with their circumſtances, that they offered to make 2 
journey to Connecticut, to attempt their reconciliation. 
The long and repeated journeys they made, and the inde- 
fatigable labors they employed to compoſe their difficul- 
ties, exhibited a noble ſpirit of benevolence, and a zeal 
for the peace and proſperity of Zion. They not on 
merited the grateful acknowledgments of the people, at 
Hartford, but of the colony in general. 

HE proclamation for a public thankſgiving, in No- 


vember, recognized the ſucceſs of the council, in compo» 
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Book I. ſing the diſſiculties, at Hartford, as an event demanding 
public joy and praiſe. 

Tur church at Wethersfield intereſted themſelves in 
the diſpute at Hartford, and became divided and conten. 
tious. Some of the brethren exhibited a complaint to 
the court againſt Mr. Ruſſel, for joining with the church 
in excommunicating one of the brethren, as it was al- 
ledged, without giving him a copy of the complaint ex. 
hibited againſt him, and without acquainting him with 
his crime. The general court ordered, that Mr. Ruſſe] 
ſhouid be reproved, for acting contrary to the uſage of 
the churches. The brethren were divided with reſpe& 
to their church ſtate. Some inſiſted, that they were no 
church, becauſe they had never been gathered according 
to goſpel order; or if they had been a church, that the 
members of it had moved away in ſuch a manner, as had 
deſtroyed its very exiltence. Many were inviolably at- 
tached to Mr. Ruſſel, while others ftirenuouſly oppoſed 
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him. 
IN this ſtate of affairs, the general court appointed the 
1660. elders and churches of Hartford and Windſor, a council & 
Mr. Raf. to hear the difficulties which had ariſen in the church and 1 
ſctic- town. But the parties could not be reconciled. Mr. 4 
moves to Ruſſel removed to Hadley, where he and a number of his 3 
Hadicy. warm friends, from Hartford and Wethersfield, planted : 


a new town and church. 'The general court reſolved, 
that a church had been regularly gathered at Wethers- 
field, by the conſent of the general court and approbation 
of neighbouring elders; and that, though divers of the 
members had removed to other places, yet the brethren 
there were the true and undoubted church of Wethers+ 
field, and ſo to be accounted, notwithſtanding any thing 
which did appear. Thus terminated the controverly; 
and Mr. Bulkley, in 1666, removed from New-London, 
and ſucceeded Mr. Ruſſel in the paſtoral office. The 
ſame year, Mr. Simon Bradſtreet, from Charleſtown, 
came to New-London, and took the paſtoral charge of 

the church there. 
ABourT the time of Mr. Ruſſel's removal from Weth- 
Mr, Sam- ersficld, the minds of the people at Middletown became 
vo A. alienated from Mr. Stow, who appears to have been the 
from firſt miniſter in that town. A committee of miniſters 
Middle- and civilians, appointed by the general court, diſmiſſed 
town. him, on the account of the evil temper of the people to- 
wards him, : 
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Many of the miniſters and of the people in the coun- 
try were for extending baptiſm, according to the deter- 
mination of the general council, in 1657 ; but the chur- 
ches were fo generally and warmly oppoſed to it, that it 
could not be effected without a ſynod. As this and the 
conſaciation of churches were favorite points, which a 
large number of the clergy and principal civilians, in Maſ- 
ſachuſetts and Connecticut, wiſhed to carry, the general 
court of Maſſachuſetts appointed a ſynod of all the min- 
iſters in that colony, to deliberate and decide on thoſe 
points. The queſtions propoſed were, ' 

1. Wno are the ſubjects of baptiſm ? 

2. WHETHER, according to .the word of Gop, there 
ought to be a conſociation of churches ? 

THE council met at Boſton, in September 1662. Their 
anſwer to the firſt queſtion was ſubſtantially the ſame 
with that given by the council in 1657. | 

Taxy declared, „ That church members, who were 
« admitted in minority, underſtanding the doctrine of 
« faith and publicly profeſſing their afſent thereunto, not 
« ſcandalous in life, and ſolemnly owning the covenant 
« before the church, wherein they give up themſelves and 
« children to the Lord, and ſubject themſelves to the 
« government of CKRIsT in his church, their children 
« are to be baptized.” They further reſolved, “ That 
« the members of orthodox churches, being ſound in the 
“ faith, and not ſcandalous in life, and preſenting due 
« teſtimony thereof, theſe occaſionally coming from 
one church to another, may have their children bapti- 
„ zedin the church whither they came, by virtue of 
« communion of churches.” They alſo gave their opin- 
ion in favor of the conſociation of churches. 

However the council were not unanimous ; ſeveral 
learned and pious men proteſted againſt the determina- 
tion relative to baptiſm. The Reverend Charles 
Chauncey, preſident of Harvard college, Mr. Increaſe 
Mather, afterwards Doctor in divinity, Mr. Mather of 
Northampton, and others, were warmly in the op- 
polition. Preſident Chauncey wrote a tract againſt 
the reſolution reſpecting baptiſm, entitled Antiſynoda- 
lia. Mr. Increaſe Mather alſo wrote in oppoſition to 
the council. Mr. Davenport and all the miniſters in the 
colony of New-Haven, and numbers in Connecticut, 
were againſt the reſolutions. Mr. Davenport wrote a- 
2 them. The churches were more generally oppo- 
led to them, than the clergy. | 
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Boox I. Tur general court of Connecticut took no notice of 
WW the ſynod, nor of the diſpute, but left the elders and 
churches at liberty to act their own ſentiments. They 
were attempting to form an union with New-Haven, and 
as the miniſters and churches of that colony were unan- 
imous in their oppoſition to the ſynod, they, probably, 
judged it impolitic, at that time, to act any thing relative 
to theſe eccleſiaſtical points. 
WHILE the churches were agitated with theſe diſputes, 
— 1 — another of their original lights was extinguiſhed. Mr, 
July 20, Stone expired July 20th 1663. He had his education 
1663. at Emmanuel college, in the Univerſity of Cambridge, 
He was eminently pious and exemplary; abounded in 
His char- faſtings and prayer, and was a moſt ſtrict obſerver of 
acter. the chriſtian ſabbath. Preparatory to this he labored to 
compoſe himſelf on Saturday evening, to the moſt heay- 
enly views and exerciſes, and was careful not to ſpeak a 
word, which was not grave, ſerious, and adapted to the 
ſolemnity. He ſpent much time, on this evening, in 
the inſtruction of his family, commonly delivering to 
them the ſermon which he deſigned to preach on the 
morrow, or ſome other, which might be beſt calculated 
for their inſtruction and edification. His fermons were 
doQtrinal, replete with ſentiment, concifely and cloſely 
applied. He was eſteemed one of the moſt accurate and 
acute diſputants of his day. He was celebrated for his 
great wit, pleaſantry, and good humour. His company 
was courted by all gentlemen of learning and ingenuity, 
who had the happineſs of an acquaintance with him. 
ALL the miniſters, who illuminated the firſt churches, 
in Connecticut and New-Haven, except Mr. Warham 
and Mr. Davenport, had now finiſhed their courſe, or 
returned to England; and moſt of their brethren, who 
compoſed the firſt churches, ſlept with them in the duſt. 
The firſt governors and magiſtrates were no more. 
THe next year, the general court of Connecticut came 
to a reſolve, with a view to enforce the reſolution of the 
ſynod, upon the churches in ConneCticut. It was in the 
words following. | 
1 Tuis court underſtanding, by a writing preſented to 
88 them, from ſeveral perſons of this colony, that the) 
ral court *©* are aggrieved, that they are not entertained in church 
reſpecting ©« fellowſhip, this court, having duly conſidered the ſame, 
— « defiring, that the rules of CHRis r may be attended, do 
*Mirch © commend it to the miniſters and churches in this co 
« ony, to conſider, whether it be not their duty to ei 
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« tertain all fuch perſons, who are of an honeſt and god- Book I. 
« ly converſation, having a competency of knowledge in 
« the principles of religion, and ſhall deſire to join with member- 
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« them in church fellowſhip, by an explicit covenant; ſhip. 


« and that they have their children baptized : and that 4-H 


te all the children of the church be accepted and account- 
« ed real members of the church ; and that the church 
« exerciſe a due chriſtian care and watch over them: 
« and that when they are grown up, being examined by 
« the officer, in the face of the church, it appear in the 
« judgment of charity that they be duly qualified to par- 
« ticipate in that great ordinance of the Lorv's ſupper, 
« by their being able to examine themſelves and diſcern 
« the Lokxp's body, ſuch perſons be admitted to full 
« communion. = 

The court deſireth the ſeveral officers of the reſpe&- 


« ive churches would be pleaſed to conſider, whether it 


« be not the duty of the court to order the churches to 
« practiſe according to the premiſes, if they do not prac- 
« tife without ſuch order. If any diſſent from the con- 
« tents of this writing, they are deſired to help the court, 
“ with ſuch light as is with them, the next feſſion of 
« this aſſembly.” 
Tus ſecretary was directed to ſend a copy of this reſ- 
olution to all the miniſters and churches in the colony. 
Tux elders and churches, who would not comply with 
the propoſed innovation, had not only to combat the ar- 
guments and influence of the ſynod, but the influence of 
the uneaſy people in the congregations, and of the gene- 
ral court; but it was but ſlowly, and with great difficul- 
ty, that the practice of owning the covenant, and baptiz- 
ing the children of parents who did not enter into full 
communion, and attend both the ſacraments, was intro- 
duced. But few churches, for many years, admitted the 
practice, and ſome never did. It appears that, notwith- 
ſanding the influence of the general court and the reſo- 
lutions of the ſynods, or general councils, a majority of 
the churches in Connecticut were againſt it. They im- 
agined, that ſuch a latitude in baptiſm, and admiſhon of 
members to communion, would ſubvert the very deſign 
for which the churches of New-England were planted. 


| Tun diſcipline and uſages of the Connecticut churches Diſcipline 
continued yet, for ſome time, nearly in the fame ſituation continues 
in which they had been, from the beginning. The cler- nearly the 
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gy and churches were ſtrict in the admiſſion of members ſame. 


to full communion. Thoſe who were admitted general- 
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Book I. ly made a public relation of their chriſtian experiences, 
by which they gave ſatisfaction to the church of their re. 
pentance, faith, and ſincere friendſhip to the Reprryey, 

Txt elders and churches were exceedingly ſtrict, with 
reſpe& to thoſe whom they ordained ; examining them 
not only in the three learned languages and doctrinal 

ints of theology, with reſpect to caſes of conſcience, 
and their ability to defend chriſtianity and its doctrines 
againſt infidels and gainſayers, but with reſpeQ to their 
own experimental, heart religion. All thoſe, who were 
to be ordained over any church, previouſly to their ſepa. 
tion to the ſacred office, ſatisfied the brotherhood of their 
ſpiritual birth, and were admitted to their communion 
and fellowſhip. None were ordained, or inſtalled over 
any church, until after they had been admitted to its full 
communion and fellowſhip. 

THey were alſo ſtrict in the formation of churches ; 
none could be formed, nor any miniſter ordained without 
liberty from the general court, and the approbation of 
the neighbouring elders and churches. 

From the preceding view, it appears, that before the 
union there were fifteen churches in Connecticut, exclu- 
ſive of thoſe which had been formed upon Long-Iſland. 
There had been thirty-one miniſters in the colony; of 
whom about twenty-five or fix had been inſtalled or or- 

| dained. "Twenty-one were miniſtring to the people at 
1 the time of the union; nineteen of whom had been in- 
1 ſtalled or ordained. The other two, Mr. Noyes and Mr. 
Collins, were afterwards ſettled in the miniſtry, in the 
towns, where, for ſome years, they had been laboring. 
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0 CHAPTER XIV. 


CONDUCT of the king's commiſſioners. Counties and county 
courts regulated. Governor Winthrep's eftate freed from 
taxation. Towns ſettled. Controverſy with Rhode-1/- 
and. The grounds of it. Courts appointed in the Nar- 
raganſet country. Laws reviſed and printed. War quith 
the Dutch. Claims and conduct of Major Edmond Au- 
dreſe, governor of New-York. Proteſt againſt him. Con. 
duct of Captain Thomas Bull. Proclamation reſpecting 
the infult received from Major Androſs. Philip's war, 

' Captains Hutchinſon and Lothrop ſurpriſed and ſlain 
Treachery of the Springheld Indians, Hadley attacked 
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by the enemy. The aſſembly make proviſion for the defence Book I. 
of Connecticut. Expedition againſt the Narraganſet Bu- 
dians. The reaſons of it. The great ſwamp fight. Loſs 
of men. Courage exhibited and hardſhips endured. Cap- 
tain Pierce and his party cut off. Nanunttenoo taken. 
Succeſs of Captains Deniſon and Avery. Captain Wad/- 
toorth and his party flain. Death and character of G5v- 
ernor Winthrop. Succeſs of Major Talcott. Attack up- 
en Hadley. The enemy beaten and begin to ſcatter. They 
are purſued to Houſatonick. Sachem of Quabaug and 
Philip killed. Number of the enemy before the war. 
Their deſtruction. Loſs of the colonies. Connecticut Pap- 
py in preſerving its own towns and afſijiing its neighbours. 
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FT ER the reduction of the Dutch ſettlements, 1665. 

| Colonel Nichols fixed his reſidence at New-York, Conduct 
; - of the 

to manage the affairs of government. Sir Robert Carr, king's 

Cartwrith, and Maverick, the other commiſſioners, ſoon commiſ- 3 

went to Boſton, and proceeded upon the buſineſs of their ſioners. 1 

commiſſion. After they had communicated their in- YN 

ſtructions to the general court, and made a number of | 

requiſitions inconſiſtent with the chartered rights of the 

colony, and ſome inconſiſtent with the rights of con- h 

ſcience and of the churches, they went from Boſton to > 

Narraganſet. They held courts at Warwick and South- 

erton, and ſpent a conſiderable time in hearing the com- 

plaints of the Indians, in determining the titles of the 

Engliſh to their lands; and without any color of authori- 

ty from their commiſſion, undertook to make a new pro- 

vince. They determined, that the deed of the Rhode- 

Iſlanders, from the Indians, was of no force. Captain 

Atherton and others had made a large purchaſe of the 

Indians, in Narraganſet, eaſt of Pawcatuck river, and the 

planters had put themſelves under the government of . 

Connecticut. The commiſſioners determined, that Cap- if 

tain Atherton's deed was not legal, becauſe there was no 1 

mention of the ſum which he had paid. However, as | 

it appeared, that conſiderable had been paid the Indians 

for the lands, the commiſſioners ordered the natives to 

pay to the purchaſers a certain quantity of wampum, and 

ordered the planters to move off from the lands. As the 

Narraganſet ſachems had, in 1644, made their ſubjection 

to the king of England, acknowledging themſelves to be 

his ſ ubjects, they declared, that the country belonged to 

his majeſty, and that, in —— it ſhould be called THE 
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Book I. Kinc's Province. They determined, that no perſon, 
YI of what colony ſoever, ſhould preſume to exerciſe an 


1665. 


competent knowledge, and civil lives, ſhould be admitted 
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authority within that tract, except thoſe who ſhould be 
authorized by them, until his majeſty's pleaſure ſhould he 
known. They further decreed, that the king's province 
ſhould extend weſtward to the middle of Pawcatuck river, 
and northward as far as the ſouth line of Maſſachuſettz, 
In the plenitude of their power, they alſo ordered, that 
the Pequots, to whom the general aſſembly of Connecſi- 
cut had, agreeable to a reſolution of the commiſſioners 
of the United colonies, aſſigned a tract of land on the 
eaſt of Pawcatuck, ſhould be removed and ſettled in ſome 
other place, which the aflembly ſhould appoint, weſt of 
that river.+ It appears that they came to theſe important 
deciſions without giving Connecticut notice, or eyer 
hearing what reaſons the colony had to offer againſt them, 

WHEN they had finiſhed their buſineſs in Narragan- 
ſet, they returnedto Boſton. 'There they proceeded in the 
moſt arbitrary manner, giving the general court of Maffa- 
chuſetts and the whole colony unſpeakable trouble. They 
undertook the protection of criminals againſt the com- 
monwealth ; and ſummoned the members of the general 
court before them to anſwer for judgments which they 
had given in their legiſlative and executive capacity, 
They received complaints againſt the colony, from In- 
dians and other diſaffected perſons; and undertook to 
judge in caſes which had been previouſly proſecuted to 2 
final adjudication, according to law. Indeed, they did 
not content themſelves with determining civil matters 
only, they made requiſitions reſpecting the church. 
They demanded, that all perſons of orthodox opinions, 


to the Lord's ſupper and their children to baptiſm. 

WHILE the general court of Maſſachuſetts expreſſed 
entire loyalty to his majeſty, they firmly maintained their 
charter rights, and remonſtrated againſt the proceedings 
of the commiſhoners. At this firm conduct, they were 
highly diſguſted, and made a very unfavorable repreſenta- 
tion of the colony to his majeſty, much to its diſad- 
vantage. 

THEY came to no determination with reſpect to the 
claim of Duke Hamilton, but returned the anſwer of 


+ Records of Connecticut, in their book of patents, letters 
determinations, &c. 


4 Hutchinſon's Hiſt, Vol. I. p- 230—256. 
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Connecticut to the king, and made a very friendly re 
port to him of the manner in which they had been re- Book I. 
ceived by the colony of Connecticut, and of the loyalty 1865. 
and attachment of the people to his royal perſon. In 
conſequence of it, the king ſent a moſt gracious letter to 
the colony. In this, he ſays, We cannot but let you 
« know how much we are pleaſed. Although your car- 
« riage doth of itſelf moſt juſtly deſerve our praiſe and 
« approbation, yet it ſeems to be ſet off with more luſtre, 
« by the contrary deportment of the colony of Maſſa- 
ce . We ſhall never be unmindful of this your 
« loyal and dutiful behaviour.“ | 

AT the general election, May 11th 1666, the former Election 
governor and council were re-elected. May 11th 

Tux general aſſembly, at this ſeſſion, proceeded to aſ- 1666. 
certain the limits of the counties and the buſineſs of the Counties 
county courts. It was enacted, that the towns upon the — and 
river, from the north bounds of Windſor, with Farming- 33 
ton, to thirty miles iſland, ſhould be one county, to be regulated. 
called the county of Hartford. That from Pawcatuck 
river, with Norwich, to the weſt bounds of Hammonaſ- 
ſet, ſhould be one county, by the name of the county of 
New-London; and that from the eaſt bounds of Strat- 
ford to the weſtern boundary of the colony, be another 
county, to be known by the name of the county of Fair- 
held. The county courts were to conſiſt of one magiſ- 
trate, at leaſt, and of two juſtices of the quorum, If 
three magiſtrates were preſent they were authorized to 


| proceed to buſineſs, though the juſtices were abſent. 


The probation of wills and all teſtamentary matters, 
which before had been tranſacted in the court of magiſ- 
trates, were referred to the county courts, with the liber- 
ty of appeal to the ſuperior court. | 

In 1667, no alteration was made with reſpe& to the 
governor and council, but Governor Winthrop, at firſt, 
declined his office. The aſſembly appointed a commit- 
tee, and defired to know the reaſons of his deſire to leave 
the chair. They reported the reaſons to the aſſembly. 
It ſeems that the expenſe of his office was ſuch, in his 
opinion, that he could not, conſiſtently with his duty to 
himſelf and family, continue in it, without ſome further 
allowance from the colony. 'The afſembly continued 
their earneſt defire, that he would accept the truſt to 
which he had been choſen. To enable him to ſupport his 
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May 1667. 
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Book I. office with dignity, the legiſlature freed all his eſtate, in 
[[ the colony, from taxation, and granted him a hundred 
1667- and ten pounds out of the public treaſury. Upon theſe 
encouragements, in connection with the deſire and una. 
nimity of the freemen, he conſented to accept his ap- 
Ji pointment. 
Lyme ABovurT the year 1664, ſettlements commenced on the 
made a eaſt fide of Connecticut river, upon the tract, on that 
town May fide, which originally belonged to the town of Saybrogk, 
14 1667. In May 1667, the inhabitants were ſo increaſed, that the 
1 aſſembly made them a diſtint town by the name of 
11 Lyme. The Indian name for the eaſtern part of the 
I} town was Nehantick. 
IN May 14th AT the election in 1668, the freemen elected, Mr. 
1668. Alexander Bryant, Mr. James Biſhop, Mr. Anthony 
Howkins, and Mr. Thomas Welles, magiſtrates, inſtead 
of Mr. Matthew Allen, Mr. Sherman, Mr. Crane, and 
Mr. Clark. | | 

Id this and the next years, ſeveral new ſettlements were 
made and new towns incorporated. 

Ox the 20th of May 1662, a purchaſe was made of 
the Indians, of a townſhip of land termed thirty miles iſ 
and. The Indian name of the tract, eaſt of the river, 
fince called Eaſt-Haddam, was Machemoodus. The ori- 

Haddam ginal proprietors were twenty eight. They began their 
made a ſettlements on the weſt fide of the river, and the inhabi- 
84. 4g. tants were ſo increaſed that, in the ſeſſion in October 
es, 1668, che plantation was veſted with town privileges, and 
named Haddam. The extent of the town was fix miles 

eaſt and weſt of the river. 
Maſſacoe ABOUT the ſame time a ſettlement was made at Maſſa- 
purchi- coe. In April 1644, the general court of Connecticut 
ſed, and gave liberty to Governors Hopkins and Haynes to diſ- 
made 15 poſe of the lands upon Tunxis river, called Maſſacoe, to 
| ry 3 ſuch of the inhabitants of Windſor as they ſhould judge 
of Symſ. expedient. In 1647, the court reſolved, that Mafſacoe 
bury. {ſhould be purchaſed by the country, and a committee was 
appointed to diſpoſe of it to ſuch of the inhabitants of 
Windſor as they ſhould chooſe. A purchaſe of the 
lands was made of the Indians, and ſettlements began 
under the town of Windſor. The plantation, at firſt 
was conſidered as an appendix, or part of that town. In 
the ſeſſion in May 1670, it was enacted, that Maſſacoe 
ſhould be a diſtin&t town, by the name of Symſbutf. 
The limits granted were ten miles northward from the 
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north bounds of Farmington, and ten miles weſtward THY 
from the weſtern bounds of Windſor. Book I. 
Ar the ſame time, New-Haven Village was incorpora- 1670. 

ted and made a town, by the name of Wallingford. The alin . 
purchaſe of the town was made by Governor Eaton, Mr. ford in- 
Davenport, and other planters of New-Haven, in De- corpora- 
cember 1638. The ſettlement was projected in 1669. ted. 

A committee was appointed, by the town of New-Haven, 

veſted with powers to manage the whole affair of the ſet- 

tlement. This committee held the lands in truſt, and 

ated in all the affairs of the town, as truſtees, until May 

1672, when they reſigned their truſt to the town. 

AT the general election, May 1670, William Leet, May rzth 
Eſquire, was choſen deputy governor, and Major Maſon, 1670. 
who for many years had been deputy governor, was cho- 
ſen the firſt magiſtrate. 

UNTIL this time, the great body of the freemen had an- Alteration 
nually convened at Hartford, upon the day of election, of the 4 
to make choice of the governor, magiitrates, and civil of- Mode of +4 
ficers, appointed by charter, to be elected on that day. ©<&i0n- 
But the freemen were now become ſo numerous, and it 
had been found to be ſo expenſive and inconvenient, that 
it was judged neceſſary to alter the mode of election. { 
The aſſembly reſolved, «« "That henceforth all the free- || 
© men of this juriſdiction, without any further ſum- 
“ mons, from year to year, ſhall or may upon the ſec- 
« ond Thurſday in May yearly, in perſon or in proxy, at 
« Hartford, attend and conſummate the election of gov- 
« ernor, deputy governor, and aſſiſtants, and ſuch other 
% public officers as his majeſty hath appointed, by our 
« charter, then yearly to be choſen.” A law was then 
made regulating the freemen's meetings and the mode of 
election, for ſubſtance nearly the ſame, with the law re- 
ſpecting the election at the preſent time. 
WuHiLE the colony was thus extending its ſettlements, 
and regulating its internal police, great troubles aroſe re- 
ſpecting the boundaries between Connecticut and Rhode- 
Iſland, From year to year Connecticut had appointed 
committees to ſettle the boundary line between the colo- 
Wa but all their attempts had been unſucceſsful. 

N 1668, the aſſembly appointed Mr. Wyllys, and pa 
Mr. Robert "Thompſon of 1 by ore, 15 other-- os 
wiſe, to repreſent the affair to his majeſty, and obtain a Rhode 
reſolution reſpecting the boundary line. Nothing de. Iſland ref. 
ciſive, however, was effected. Meanwhile the conduct penny 


of Rhode-Iſland was ſuch, that the general aſſembly of rigs, 


1 
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Book I. Connecticut declared it to be intolerable, and contrary to 
- the ſettlement made by his majeſty's commiſſioners. The 


1670, 


aſſembly therefore, in May 1670, appointed Mr. Leet, the 
deputy governor, John Allen, and James Richards, 
Eſquires, Captain John Winthrop, and Captain Benjamin 
Newbury, a committee to meet at New-London, the June 
following, to treat with ſuch gentlemen, from Rhode-I. 
and, as ſhould be ſent properly authorized to act in the 
affair; and concerning the injuries, which the inhabitants 
of that colony had done to the people of Connecticut. 
They were not only veſted with plenary powers to com- 
promiſe theſe difficulties; but, in caſe the commiſſioners 
from Rhode-Iſland would not agree to ſome equitable 
mode of ſettlement, to reduce the people of Squamacuck 
and Narraganſet to obedience to this colony. They were 
alſo authorized to hold courts in the Pequot and Narragan- 
ſet country, and to hear and determine all caſes of injury, 
which had been done to the inhabitants of Connecticut, 
according to law. Inſtructions were alfo given them 
to appoint all officers, neceſſary f:r the peaceable govern- 
ment of that part of the colony. | 

Tx commiſſioners of the two colomes met at New- 
London, but could effect no ſettlement of the controver- 
ſy. The commithoners from Rhode-Ifland inſiſted, that 
Pawcatuck river was their boundary according to the ex- 
preſs words of their charter. Thoſe from Connecticut 
inſiſted, that their charter, which was prior to that of 
Rhode-Iſland, bounded them eafterly upon Narraganſet 
bay and river, and that the Pequot country, which they 


had conquered, extended ten miles eaſt of Pawcatuck; 


that therefore they had a right to that part both by char- 
ter and conqueſt. 

As no agreement could be effected, the committee 
from Connecticut, went into the Narraganſet cquntry, 
and read the charter at Wickford and the plantations 
eaſt of Pawcatuck river, and, in the name of the general 
aſſembly of Connecticut, demanded the ſubmiſſion and 
obedience of the people to its authority and laws. They 
alfo appointed = for the good government of the 
people. | 

Born colonies had ſomething plauſible to plead. The 
caſe truly ſtated is this. The old patent of Connecticut, 
to Lord Say and Seal; Lord Brook and their aſſociates, 
bounded the tract conveyed eaſtward by Narraganſet bay 
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and river. The charter granted April 1662, gave the 
ſame boundaries as the old patent in 1631. Pawcatuck Book I. 
river was never known by the name of Narraganſet river, 1650. 

and it made no bay ; conſequently the mouth of it and 

the ſea there could not be called Narraganſet bay. But 

when Mr. John Clark was in England, as agent for the 

colony of Rhode-Ifland in 1663, there aroſe much diffi- Mr. Wins 
culty between him and Mr. Winthrop reſpecting the throp 
bundaries between the two colonies. They were adviſed, and Mr. 
by their friends, to ſubmit the controverted points to ar- Clark ſub- 
bitrators, in England; to which they conſented. Wil- n 
liam Breereton, Eſquire, Major Robert Thompſon, Cap- es to 
tain Richard Deane, Captain John Brookhaven, and Doc- arbitra. 
tor Benjamin Worſeley, were mutually choſen to hear tors. 

and determine the differences between them. They came 19 
to the following determination. | 

« FiksT, That a river there commonly called and Their de- 
« known by Pawcatuck river ſhall be the certain bounds termina- 
« between thoſe two colonies, which ſaid river ſhall for tion, | 
« the future, be alſo called alias Narragance or Narra- _— '3 
« panſet river.“ - | 

&« SECONDLY, If any part of that purchaſe at Quine- id 
« baug doth lie along upon the eaſt ſide of the river, that 8 
« goeth down by Lew-London, within fix miles of the ſaid 
« river, that then it ſhall wholly belong to Connecticut 
« colony, as well as the reſt which lieth on the weſtern 
« fide of the aforeſaid river.” 

«© THIR DV, That the proprietors and inhabitants of 
« that land about Mr. Smith's trading houſe, claimed 
« or purchaſed by Major Atherton, Captain Hutchinſon, 

« Lieutenant Hudſon, and others, or given unto them 
« by Indians, ſhall have free liberty to chooſe to which 
« of thoſe colonies they vill belong.” 

« FOURTHLyY, That propriety ſhall not be altered nor 
“ deſtroyed, but carefully maintained through the ſaid 
« colonies.” 

To this, the two agents, John Winthrop and John 
Clark, Eſquires, interchangeably ſet their hands and ſeals, 
as an agreement finally terminating the controverſy be- 
tween them. This was ſigned by them on the 7th of 
March, 1663. 

In conſequence of this agreement, the charter of — 
Rhode-Iſland, granted July Sth, 1662, bounded that 
colony weſtward by Pawcatuck river, and ordained with 
particular reference to the agreement, which is recognized 


in the charter, that this river ſhould be called alias Nar- 4 
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— ragance or Narraganſet river; and that the ſame ſhall he 

Book I. holden by the colony of Rhade-Ifland, «© any grant, or 

1670. « clauſe in a late grant to the governor and company of 
« Connecticut colony in America, to the contrary there. 
cc of, in any wiſe notwithſtanding.” | 

THe proprietors, mentioned in the agreement, made 
choice of the government of Connecticut, July 3d, 166;, 
and were taken under the juriſdiction and protection of 
this colony. 

CoNnNECTICUT inſiſted, that Mr. Winthrop's agency 
was finiſhed before the agreement with Mr. Clark, and 
that he had never received any inſtructions from the co. 
lony, authorizing him to enter into any ſuch compact. 
It was alſo pleaded, that his majeſty could not re-grant that, 
which he had previoully granted to Connecticut. Rhode. 
Iſland infiſted on the agreement between Mr. Winthrop 
and Mr. Clark, and on the limits granted in the charter 
of that colony. Hence aroſe a controverſy between the 
colonies, which continued more than ſixty years. 

GovꝝERNOR Winthrop, at the ſeſſion in October, again 
propoſed a reſignation of his office; and deſired the con- 
{ent and approbation of the general aſſembly. The al- 
ſembly were utterly oppoſed to it, and could, by no 
means, be perſuaded to give their conſent. Through the 
influence of the houſes, he was perſuaded to keey the 
cha:r, and means were adopted to give him ſatisfaction. 
The aſſembly, at the next ſeſſion, granted a hundred and 
fifty pounds ſalary. Grants were ſeveral times made him 
of valuable tracts of land. Theſe conſiderations, with 
the great unanimity and eſteem of the freemen, prevailed 
with him to continue in office until his death. 

May 167t. IN 1671 the former officers were all re-choſen. 
—_— DuRiNG the term of eighteen or twenty years, attempts 
Derby, had been making to ſettle a townihip at Paugaſſet. 4. 
| bout the year 1653, it appears, that Governor Goodyeat 
and ſeveral other gentlemen, in New-Haven, made 3 
purchaſe of a conſiderable tract there. About the year 
1654, it ſeems, that ſome few ſettlements were made- 
'The next year, at the ſeſſion in October, the planters pre- 
ſented a petition to the general court, at New-Haven, to 
be made a diſtinct town, and to order their affairs inde- 
pendently of the other towns. The court granted their 
petition z gave them liberty to purchaſe a tract ſufficient 
for a town{hip ; releafed them from taxes; and appointed 
Richard Baldwin moderator to call meetings, and conduct 
the affairs of the plantation. At the next court, how- 
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ever, Mr. Prudden, and the people of Milford, made ſuch Book I. 


ſtrong remonſtrances againſt the act, that the court de- 
termined, the people at Paugaſſet ſhould continue, as 
they had been, under the town of Milford, unleſs the par- 


ties ſhould come to an agreement, reſpecting the incorpo- 


ration of the inhabitants there into a diſtinct townſhip. 
In 1657 and 1659 a purchaſe was made of the lands of 
the chief ſagamores, Wetanamow and Raſkenute. The 
purchaſe appears to have been confirmed afterwards b 
Okenuck, the chief ſachem. Some of the firſt planters 
were Ed. Wooſter, Ed. Riggs, Richard Baldwin, Samuel 
Hopkins, Thomas Langdon, and Francis French. They 
preferred a petition to the general aſſembly of Connec- 
ticut, praying for town privileges in 1671. The aſſem- 
bly determined, that their ſouth bounds ſhould be the 
north line of Milford, and that they ſhould extend their 
limits twelve miles northward, to a place called the notch. 
For their encouragement, it was promiſed, that, as ſoon as 
there ſhould be thirty families in the plantation, they ſhould 
be veſted with town privileges. About four years after, 
October 1675, they renewed their application. They rep- 
reſented, that they then conſiſted of twelve families, and 
that eleven more were about moving directly into the 
plantation : That they had procured a miniſter, built him 
an houſe, and made proviſion for the enjoyment of divine 
ordinances. Upon theſe repreſentations, the aſſembly 
made them a town, by the name of Derby. 

Major John Maſon, who, for many years, had been 
deputy governor, and rendered ſo many important ſervi- 
ces to the colony, being far advanced in years, and viſited 
with many infirmities, about this t:me, excuſed himſelf 
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— 
1671. 


from the ſervice of the commonwealth. At the next Election 
election, May gth 1672, Mr. John Naſh was choſen ma- May gh 


giſtrate, to fill the vacancy made by his reſignation.“ 


* John Maſon, Eſquire, was bred to arms in the Dutch Neth- 
erlands, under Sir Thomas Fairfax; he came into New. England, 
with Mr. Warham and his company, in 1630. Five years after, 
he removed to Connecticut, and was one of the firſt planters of 
Windſor. In 1642, he was choſen magiſtrate, in which office he 
continued until May 1660, when he was choſen deputy govern- 
or. In this office he continued ten years, until May 1670. At 
the defire of the inhabitants of Saybrook, and for the defence of 
the colony, he removed to that town in x647. From thence he 
removed to Norwich in 1659, where he died in 1672, or 1673, in 
the 734 ear of his age. He was tall and portly, full of martial 
fire, and ſhunned no hardſhips or dangers, in the defence and ſer- 
vice of the colony. He was a gentleman not only of diſtinguiſhed 
heroiſm, but of ſtrict morals a great prudence. 

u 
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UNTIL this time, the colony had kept their laws in 
manuſcript, and had promulgated them, by ſending co- 
pies to be publicly read in the reſpective towns. This 
year, the firft code of Connecticut was publiſhed. It was 

rinted at Cambridge in Maſſachuſetts. It conſiſted of 
—— ſeventy and eighty pages, in ſmall folio, printed, 
and of nearly the ſame number of blank pages. It is a 
great curioſity. The preface is written in the moſt reli- 
gious manner, ſufficiently ſolemn for an introduction to 
a body of ſermons. It is thus introduced, * To our be- 
« loved brethren and neighbours, the inhabitants of 
« CoxNECTICUT, the general court of that colony wiſh 
« grace and peace in our Lon IEsUs.“ It recognizes 
the defign of the firſt planters, « who,” as the court ex- 
preſs it, * ſettled thefe foundations,” the maintaining of 
« religion according to the goſpel of the Loxn Jesvs;” 
which it declares © ought to be the endeavours of all 
te thoſe, that ſhall ſucceed, to uphold and encourage un- 
« to all generations.” The aſſembly enacted, that eve- 
ry family ſhould have a law book. In the blank pages, 
all the laws enacted after 1672 were inſerted, in writing, 
until the year 16995 when the book was filled up. 

AT the election, May 8th 1673, Robert Treat, Eſquire, 
was choſen into the magiſtracy. | 

AT this court, Richard Smith was appointed a com- 
miſſioner, at Narraganſet, and veſted with the powers of 
magiſtraey through that country. A court of commil- 
fioners was inſtituted there, and Mr. Smith was appoint- 
ed the chief judge. This court had cognizance of all 
caſes, not exceeding twenty pounds, provided that all 
ſuch as exceeded forty ſhillings ſhould be tried by a jury. 
A commiſſioner+ was appointed at Pettyquamſcot. 

As war had been declared in England, the laſt year, a- 
gainſt the Dutch, the colony was put into a ſtate of de- 
fence. It was ordered, that a troop of horſe ſhould be 
raiſed in each county. This year, the colony was more 
thoroughly alarmed, and experienced the benefit of be- 
ing in a good ſtate of preparation. On the 3oth of July, 
a {mall Dutch fleet, under the command of Commodores 
Cornelius Everſte and Jacob Benkes, arrived at New- 
York. One John Manning, who commanded the tort 
and iſland there, treacherouſly delivered them up to the 


enemy, without firing a gun, or attempting the leaſt re- 


filtagce. The inhabitants of New-York and New-Jerſcy 


+ Commiſſioner was a name for a juſtice of the peace. 
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generally ſubmitted to the Dutch without oppoſition. 
About the ſame time, the Dutch captured a veſſel of Mr. 
Sillick s of this colony, near one of the harbours of the 
weſtern towns. "£8 
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Uyon this emergency, a ſpecial aſſembly was convo- The aſ- 


ked, at Hartford, on the 7th of Auguſt. Orders were im- 
mediately ifſued, that the reſpective troops, in the colo- 


ſembly 
meet, and 
ſend 


ny, with five hundred dragoons, ſhould forthwith be meſſen- 
ready for ſervice ; and that all the train bands ſhould be gers to 
complete in their arms. The ſame day, Mr. James the Dutch 


Richards and Mr. William Roſwell were diſpatched, 
with a letter from the aſſembly, to the Dutch commo- 
dores, to know their further intentions. The aſſembly 
remonſtrated againſt their conduct in capturing Mr. Sil- 
lick's veſſel, and in demanding the ſubmiſſion of his ma- 
jeſty's Engliſh ſubjects, upon Long-Iſland, and that they 
ſhould take the oath of allegiance to the States general. 
They acquainted the Dutch commanders, that the Uni- 
ted colonies were, by his majeſty, conſtituted the defend- 
ers of the lives and liberties of his ſubjects, in theſe 
parts of his dominions, and affured them that they would 
be faithful to their truſt. 

Tux aſſembly appointed the governor, deputy gover- 
nor, and a number of the council, a committee of war to 
act as emergencies ſhould require. | 

Tax Dutch commanders returned a ſoldier-like an- 
iwer to the meſſengers and letter from Connecticut, pur- 
porting, that they had a commiſſion to do all damages, 
in their power, to their enemies by land and ſea: that 
they had ſummoned the towns upon Long Iſland to ſub- 
mit to them; and that unleſs they ſhould comply, they 
would reduce them to their ſubjection by force 1 arms: 
that as the veſſel they had taken was their enemy's it was 
ſtrange to them that any queſtions were propoſed con- 
cerning it: and that while they doubted not of the faith- 
fulneſs of the United colonies in defending their majeſ- 
ty's ſubjects, they ſhould not be leſs zealous and faithful 
in the ſervice of the States General. 

Ox the 11th of Auguſt, the committee of war met at 
Hartford. They appear to have apprehended an imme- 
diate invaſion. They gave orders, that the whole mili- 
tia of the colony ſhould be ready to march at an hour's 
warning, to any place which might be attacked. The 
made ſuch arrangements of the dragoons, and ſeng-ſuc 


{+ Letter on file, 


commo- 
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aſſiſtance to their friends upon Long-Iſland, as prevented 
an invaſion of any part of the colony, and the plunder 
and deſtruction of the Engliſn upon the iſland. 

On the meeting of the aſſembly, in October, letters 
were ſent to Maſiechuſetts and Plimouth, to ſolicit their 
united aſſiſtance againſt the Dutch, and to know their 
opir:10n relative to proclaiming war, and engaging in of. 
fenſive operations againſt them. Mr. John Banks wag 
ſent expreſs to the Dutch commanders, with a ſpirited 
remonſtrance againſt the conduct of the Dutch, who had 
threatened the towns on the Iſland with deſtruction, by 
fire and ſword, unleſs they would ſubmit and ſwear alle. 
glance to the States General. They had ſent ſhips and 
an armed force towards the eaſt end of the iſland, to ſub. 
due the people; but had been prevented. The aſſembly 
aſſured them, that they knew how to avenge themſelves 
upon their plantations, and not only ſo, but upon their 
head quarters, if the colonies ſhould rife, and warned 
them of the conſequences of injuring the Engliſh towns 
upon the iſland. | 

CoxnNECTICUT, upon conſulting their confederates, 
found it to be the general opinion to act offenſively a- 
gainſt the Dutch. A ſpecial aſſembly was called on the 
26th of November, and war was immediately proclaimed 
againſt them. It was determined, that an expedition 
ſhould be undertaken againſt New-York. This, it ſeems, 
was in conjunction with the other confederates. Major 
Treat was appointed to command the troops from Con- 
necticut. 

THe Dutch not only threztened the Engliſh towns on 
the iſland with deſtruction, but, it ſeems, made ſeveral 
deſcents upon it with a view to attack them; however, 
by the aſſiſtance of the troops from Connecticut, they 
were, in all inſtances, repulſed and driven from the ill- 
and.+ Before ſuitable preparations could be made for an 
attack upon the Dutch, at their head quarters, the ſeaſon 
was too far advanced for military operations. Early in 
the ſpring, the news of a general pacification between 
England and Holland prevented all further proceedings 
of this kind. The whole militia of the eolony, at this 
time, amounted to no more than 2,070 men. One quar- 
ter, it ſeems, were mounted as dragoons, and employed 
for the defence of the colony and of his majeſty's Engliſh 
ſubjegts upon Long-Iſland. 
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Tur only alteration made, by the election in 1674, Book I, ) 
was the choice of Thomas "Topping, Eſquire, inſtead of.? | 
Mr. Howkins. 1674. ; 

As the inhabitants of Long-Iſland had been protected j 
and governed, the latter part of the laſt year, by Connect- | 
* icut, they made application, at this aſſembly, for the fur- 
© ther enjoy ment of its protection and government. The 
© legiſlature accepted them, and appointed officers in the 
© ſeveral Engliſh towns, as they had done at their ſeſſion 
dle preceding October. 

Upon the application of the town of Wickford, and 
other plantations. in Narraganſet, the legiſlature took 
them under the government of this colony. A court was 
inſtituted at Stonington, for the government of the peo- 
ple in Narraganſet, that they might not live in diſſolute 
practices, to the diſhonor of Gop, of the king and nation, | 
and to the ſcandalizing of the very heathens. 

Tux legiſlature, in 1672, granted liberty to Mr. Sher- Pompe- 
man, Mr. William Curtice, and their aſſociates, to make raug ſet- | 
a plantation at Pomperaug. Such a number of ſettle- tled and 1 
ments had been made there, in about two years, that tlie — 
aſſembly, in May 1674, enacted that it ſhould be a town . 5 
by the name of Woodbury. 

SCARCELY had the colonies recovered from one calam- 
ity and danger, before new and more terrible ſcenes of 
alarm and deſtruction preſented themſelves. Not only 
ConneCticut but all the New-England colonies were now 
verging upon a moſt diſtreſsful and important peri- 
od, in which their very exiſtence was endangered. 

Uron the pacification with the Dutch, the Duke of Major 
York, to remove all doubt and controverſy reſpecting Androſs 
his property in America, took out a new patent from the PPointed 
king, June 29th 1674, granting the ſame territory deſcri- ee 
bed in the former patent. Two days after, he commiſ- Vork. 
toned Major, afterwards Sir Edmund Androſs to be 
governor of New-York and all his territories in theſe 
parts. The major was a. mere tool of the Duke and a 
tyrant over the people. Mr. Smith, in his hiſtory of 
New-York, obſerves, „ That he knew no law but the 
*-will of his maſter, and that Kirk and Jefferies were 
* not fitter inſtruments than he to execute the deſpotic 
« projects of James the ſecond.” | 

NoTwrTHSTANDING the priority of the patent of Con- His claims 
necticut to the Duke of York's, and the determination upon 
of his majeſty's commiſſioners about ten years before, he ConneQi- 


{ct up the Duke's claim to all that part of the colony cut 1678. 
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Wa he threatened the colony with an invaſion. 
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Ar the ſame time, Philip, ſachem of the Wampanoag,, 
commenced hoſtilities againſt the colonies, and involved 
them in a moſt bloody and deſtructive war. It had 
been ſuppoſed, that the Indians for ſeveral years, had 
been concerting a general conſpiracy againſt the plantz. 
tions, in New-England, with a view of extirpating the 
Engliſh from the country. They viewed themſelves a 2 
free and independent people. Their ſachems were men 
of high and independent ſpirits. 'They conſidered them. 
ſelves as ſovereign princes, and claimed to be the original 
proprietors and lords of the land. They viewed the 
Engliſh as intruders and uſurpers. While, therefore, 
they ſaw them, in almoſt every quarter, extending their 
ſettlements over the dominions of their anceſtors, they 
could not but kindle into reſentment, and adopt counſels 
to prevent the loſs of their liberties and country. Though 
they had entered into treaties with the colonies, and ac- 
knowledged themſelves to be ſubjects of the king of 
England, yet it is by no means probable, that, by theſe 
treaties and acknowledgements, they deſigned to give up 
their independence, or any of their natural rights. They 
viewed themſelves rather as allies, than as ſubjects of 
England. 'To be called to an account for their condutt, 
and to be thwarted in their deſigns, by the colonies, or to 
be holden as amenable to them for their actions, was 2 
treatment which their haughty ſpirits could not brook. 
Theſe were general reaſons for which they might wiſh 
for the deſtruction of their Engliſh neighbours. But 
beſide theſe, there were others, which had more imme- 
diate influence upon Philip. John Sauſaman, a Chri- 
tian Indian, who had once been a ſubject of Philip, made 
a diſcovery of his plots againſt the Engliſh. Philip, f- 
red with reſentment, procured the murder of Sauſaman. 
The murderers were diſcovered, tried by the Engliſh 
laws, and executed. Philip, enraged at the execution 
of his ſubjects, conſcious of his own guilt, and probably 
apprehenſive for his perſonal ſafety, armed his own War- 
riors, the Wampanoags, and ſuch ſtrange Indians as he 
cauld engage to embark in his meaſures, and, with the 
moſt hoſtile appearances, began to march up and dew! 
the country. | 

As the colonies, for ſome time, had been apprized, 
that the Indians were forming deſigns againſt them, the)» 
by treaties and ſuch other means as appeared to be wilc 
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Car. XIV. OF CONNECTICUT. 
mon fury. Its deſtruction was wide and dreadful. 


one of the frontier towns of New-Plimouth, bordering 
on the territories of Philip, whoſe chief ſeat was at Mount 
Hope.* They inſulted the Engliſh, rifled their houſes, 
and killed their cattle. Four days after, they killed nine, 
and wounded ſeven of the inhabitants. The troops of 
that colony marched immediately to the defence of the 
town. In four days, they were reinforced with ſeveral 


drawn forth againſt the enemy. They inſtantly fled be- 
fore them, for a mile or two, and took refuge in a ſwamp. 
The next day, Major Savage arrived with more troops 
and a general command from Boſton. He marched the 
army into the Indian towns, to ſurprife their head quar- 
ters, and give them battle upon their own grounds. 'The 
troops found the enemy's towns, and even the ſeat of 
> Philip, deſerted with marks of the utmoſt precipitation. 
As the Indians fled they marked their route with the 
© burning of buildings, the ſcalps, hands, and heads of the 
E Engliſh, which they had taken off and fixed upon poles 
dy the way fide. As they could not come up with the 
E enemy, they returned to their head quarters, at Swanzey. 


Connecticut, was gone there, to attend the buſinefs of 


the enemy. 

Ar the ſame time, it was diſcovered that Major An- 
| Groſs was about to make a hoſtile invaſion of the colony, 
and to demand a ſurrender of its moſt important poſts 
© to the government of the Duke of York. Detachments 
© from the militia were therefore ſent, with the utmoſt ex- 
= pedition, to New-London and Saybrook. Captain 
Thomas Bull, of Hartford, commanded the party ſent to 
I Saybrook. 


* Mount Hope is an eminence in the caſtern part of the town 
of Briſtol, in Rhode-iflang. FP 


compames from Boſton. On the 29th, the troops were 
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and politic, had been attempting to prevent the ſtorm. Book I. 
Notwithſtanding, it new burſt upon them with uncom- * 
1675. 
Pr1L1y's numbers daily increafing gave him freſh cour- The In- 
age, and increaſed his inſolence. On the 2oth June dians 


1675, his Indians commenced hoſtilities upon Swanzey, com- 
mence 


hoſtilities 
June 20th. 


| conſequence of the war with Philip, the commilſ- Troops 
| foners of the United colonies met at Boſton, and Gov- diſpatch» 


emor Winthrop, who was one of the commiſſioners for — to 
oninge 


the country. Deputy governor Leet and the council, 2 1 


upon receiving intelligence of the war, diſpatched troops port 
to Stonington, to defend that part of the colony againſt towns. 
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1675. 


Major 
Audroſs 
appears 
with an 
armed 
force #t 
Say brook, 


Demands 
the fort. 


Aſſembly 
meet Ju- 
ly. gth. 


Proteſt 
againſt 
him July 
10th. 
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ABouT the 8th or gth of July, the people of thy 
town were ſurpriſed by the appearance of Major Androſs, 
with an armed force, in the ſound, making directly fg 
the fort. They had received no intelligence of the af. 


fair, nor inſtructions from the governor and council how 


to conduct themſelves upon ſuch an emergency. They 
were, at firſt, undetermined whether to make any reſif. 
ance or not; but they did not heſitate long. As the 
danger approached and their ſurpriſe abated, the martial 
ſpirit began to enkindle; the fort was manned, and the 
militia of the town drawn out for its defence* At thi 
critical juncture, Captain Bull with his company arrived, 
and the moſt vigorous exertions were made for the de. 
fence of the fort and town. On the 11th, Major An. 
droſs with ſeveral armed floops drew up before the fort, 
hoiſted the king's flag on board, and demanded a ſurren- 
der of the fortreſs and town. Captain Bull raifed his ma- 
jeſty's colours in the fort and arranged his men in the 
beſt manner. They appeared with a good countenance, 
determined and eager for action. The major did not 
like to fire on the king's colours, and perceiving, that 
ſhould he attempt to rgduce the town by force, it would 
be a bloody affair, judged it expedient not to fire upon 
the troops. He nevertheleſs lay all that day, and part 
of the next, off againſt the fort. 

Tux critical ſtate of the colony had occaſioned the 
meeting of the aſſembly, at Hartford, on the gth of ſu- 
ly. They immediately proceeded to draw up a declara- 
tion, or proteſt, GETS. the major, in the words follow- 
ing. 

E Wunkkas we are informed, that Major Edmund 
« Androſs is come with ſome conſiderable force into this 
« his majeſty's colony of Connecticut, which might be 
« conftrued to be in purſuance of his letter to us, to - 
« yade or intrude upon the ſame, or upon ſonie part ot 
« our charter limits and privileges, and ſo to moleſt hi 
te majeſty's good ſubjects, in this juncture, when the 
« heathen rage againſt the Engliſh, and by fire and 
« {word have deſtroyed many of his majeſty's good ſub- 
« jeCts, our neighbours of Plimouth colony, and ſt 
« are carrying their heads about the country as trophies 
« of their good ſucceſs; and yet are proceeding further 
« in their cruel deſigns againſt the Engliſh z in faithful 


* Letter from the Rey. Mr, Buckingham to the governor aud 
oonncil on the ſubject. 
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« neſs to our royal ſovereign, and in obedience to his 
« majeſty's commands, in his gracious charter to this co- Book I, 
« Jony, we can do no leſs than publicly declare and pro- 1675. 


« teſt againſt the ſaid Major Edmund Androſs, and theſe 
« his illegal proceedings, as alſo againſt all his aiders and 
« abettors, as diſturbers of the peace of his majeſty's good 
« ſubjects in this colony; and that his and their actions, 
« in this juncture, tend to the encouragement of the 
« heathen to proceed in the effuſion of chriſtian blood, 
« which may be very like to be the conſequence of his 
« actions, and which we ſhall unavoidably lay at his 
« door, and uſe our utmoſt power and endeavour, (expect- 
« ing therein the aſſiſtance of n Go, ) to defend 
« the good people of this colony from the ſaid Major 
« Androſs his attempts; not doubting but his majeſty 
« will countenance and approve our juſt proceedings 
« therein, they being according to the commiſſion we 
« have received from his majeſty, in his gracious charter 
« to this colony; by which power and truſt ſo commit- 
« ted unto us, we do again forewarn and adviſe the ſaid 
« Major Androſs and all his aiders and abettors to for- 
= «© bear and deſiſt ſuch forenamed unjuſt and unwarran- 
( table practices, as they expect to anſwer the ſame, with 
© « all ſuch juſt damages and coſts as may. ariſe or accrue 
| © thereby. And we do further, in his majeſty's name, 
require and command all the good people, his majeſty's 
4 ſubjects, of this colony of Connecticut, under our 
« preſent government, utterly to refuſe to attend, coun- 
« tenance or obey the ſaid Major Edmund Androſs, or 
« any under him, in any order, inſtruction, or command, 
, diverſe from or contrary to the laws and orders of this 
« colony here eſtabliſhed, by virtue of his majeſty's gra- 
( cious charter, granted to this colony of Connecticut, 
as they will anſwer the contrary at their peril.” 

« Gop fave the KING.“ 

Tars was voted unanimouſly. 

IT was ſent, by an expreſs, to Saybrook, with inſtrug- 
tions to Captain Bull to propoſe to Major Androſs the re- 
terence of the affair in diſpute to commiſhoners, to meet 
in any place in this colony which he ſhould chooſe. 
Early in the morning of the 12th of July, the major de- 
fired, that he might have admittance on ſhore, and an 
interview with the miniſters and chief officers. He 
probably imagined, that if he could read the duke's pa- 


W w 


tent and his own commiſſion it would make an impreſ- 


345 


N - 


Ley ee oo Po pn OY 


— APE aa. = Ap, 4 


„* ( ͥ õ KG p -.. èĩðò „ 


346 THE HISTORY Cute. XIV. 


Bocx I. ſion upon the people, and that he ſhould gain that by art, 


WY which he could not by force of arms. He was allowed 

1675. to come on ſhore with his ſuit. Meanwhile, the expreſs 

Major arrived with the proteſt and inſtructions from the afſem. 

Androſs bly. Captain Bull and his officers, with the officers and 

comes on gentlemen of the town, met the major, at his landing, and 

ſhore. acquainted him, that they had, at that inſtant, received 

inſtructions to tender him a treaty, and to refer the whole 

matter in controverſy to commiſſioners, capable of de. 

termining it according to law and juſtice. The major 

rejected the propoſal, and forthwith commanded, in his 

majefty's name, that the duke's patent, and the commiſ. 

ſion which he had received from his royal highneſs, ſhould 

be read. Captain Bull commanded him, in his majeſ 

Is forbid. ty's name, to forbear reading.“ When his clerk attempt. 

den to ed to perſiſt in reading, the captain repeated his com- 

read his mand with ſuch energy of voice and meaning in his coun- 

2 tenance as convinced the major it was not ſafe to pro- 

; ceed. The captain then acquainted him, that he had 

an addreſs from the aſſembly to him, and read the proteſt. 

Governor Androſs, pleaſed with his bold and ſoldier like 

appearance, faid « What's your name ?” He replied, 

« My name is Bull, Sir.” „ Bull,” ſaid the governor, 

cc it is apity that your horns are not tipped with filver.” 

Finding that he could make no impreſſion upon the of- 

ficers or people, and that the legiſlature of the colony 

were determined to defend themſelves, in the poſſeſſion 

of their chartered rights, he gave up his deſign of ſeizing 

Goes on the fort. He repreſented the proteſt as a ſlender affar, 

board and and an ill requital of his kindneſs. He ſaid however, he 

* 154 ſhould do no more. The militia of the town guarded 

N him to his boat, and going on board he ſoon ſailed for 
Long-Ifland. 

Tae general aſſembly conſidered this as a great abuſe 
and inſult of the colony, and, upon receiving an account 
of the major's conduct, came to the following reſolution. 

« 'Tra1s court orders, that this declaration ſhall forth- 

Declara - « with be ſent forth to the ſeveral plantations, ſealed with 
wag of (c the ſeal of the colony, and ſigned by the fecretary, to 
| & be there publiſhed.” 
ral aſſem- pubnine 8 
bly. % FORASMUCH as the good people of his majeſtys 
« colony of Connecticut have met with much trouble 
« and moleſtation from Major Edmund Androſs Þs 
« challenge and attempts to ſurpriſe the main part 0 


Captain Bull's letter to the aſſembly, 
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« Dutch and Indians, to the gieat grievance of his ma- 16575. 
« jeſty's good ſubjects in their ſettlements, and to deſ- 
« poil the happy government, by charter from his ma- 
« jeſty granted to themſelves, and under which they 
« have enjoyed many halcyon days of peace and tran- 
« quillity, to their great ſatisfaction, and to the content 
« of his majeſty, graciouſly expreſſed by letters to them, 
« ſo greatly engaging their loyalty and thankfulneſs, as 
« makes it intolerable to be put off from ſo long and juſt 
« ſettlement under his majeſty's government by charter. 
« Hereupon, for the prevention of miſrepreſentations 
« into England, by the ſaid Major Androſs againſt us, 
« for our refuſal, and withſtanding his attempts, made 
« with hoſtile appearances to ſurpriſe us at Saybrook, 
« while we were approaching towards a ſavage Indian 
« enemy that had committed much outrage and murder, 
« by fire and ſword, upon our neighbours about Plim- 
« outh ; this court have deſired the honorable John 
« Winthrop and James Richards, Eſquires, or either of 
« them, (intending a voyage to England upon their own 
« occaſions,) to take with them the narrative and co- 
« pies of all the tranſactions betwixt us, and to give a 
« right underſtanding for clearing our innocence, and 
« hetter ſecuring our enjoyments as occaſion ſhall offer.” 
As the Narraganſet Indians were conſidered as abet- The ar- 
tors of Philip, harbouring the old men and women my 
whom he had ſent off to them, and as the colonies feared marches 


that they would proceed to open hoſtilities, unleſs it to 3 
could be prevented by ſome vigorous meaſures, it was Saulet. 


determined to march the army, which had been rendez- 
vouſed at Swanzey, immediately into their country, and 
to treat with them ſword in hand. Captain Hutchinſon 


was diſpatched commiſſioner, from the general court of 


Maſſachuſetts, to conduct the treaty. On the 15th of Treaty 


& July, a treaty was concluded between the United colo- wth the 
= nies and the fix Narraganſet ſachems, and the ſunk ſquaw 2— 
or old queen of Narraganſet. Perpetual peace was ſtip- '***: 

= ulated between the parties. It was alſo agreed, that all 
ſtolen goods ſhould be returned: that neither Philip nor 


any of his ſubjects ſhould be harboured by the Narragan- 


. ſets; but if any of them ſnould enter upon their landsthe 
: ſhould kill and deſtroy them, until a ceilation of hoſtilities 


. Major Wait Winthrop and Mr, Richard Smith were com- 
miſſioners from Connecticut. 
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« ſaid colony, which they have ſo rightfully obtained, ſo Book I. 
« Jong poſſeſſed, and defended againſt all invaſions of vx? 
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ſhould be concluded between Philip and the United col. 


Cray. XIV. 


Way onics: that the commiſſoners ſhould give to any of the 


1675. 


Fight at 
Pocaſſet 
Neck Ju- 
ly 18th. 


Narraganſet Indians, who ſhould bring in Philip alive, 
forty coats, and twenty for his head: that two coats 
ſhould be given for every ſubject of Philip delivered alive 
to the Engliſh, and one for his head. On the part of 
the Narraganſets, hoſtages were delivered, as a ſecurity, 
for the faithful performance of the treaty. This, at beſt, 
was a forced buſineſs, rather calculated to irritate, than 
to reconcile a free and haughty people. 'The conditions 
were impoſed by the army. 

Ox the 17th of July, the troops returned to "Taunton, 
Upon intelligence, that Philip and his warrtors were in 
a ſwamp at Pocaſſet, the Maſſachuſetts and Plimouth 
forces formed a junction, and on the 18th attacked them 
with firmneſs and reſolution. 'The enemy had choſen an 
adyantageous retreat. As the army entered the ſwamp, 
they retired dceper and deeper into it, until the troops 
were led into ſuch an hideous thicket, that it was im- 
poſhble for them to keep their order. It was fo thick 
and dark, as the night approached, that the men were in 
danger, not only from the enemy, but from one another, 
They fired at every buſh which appeared to ſhake. The 
action was continued until night, when the Engliſh re- 
treated. The attempt was unhappy. Sixteen brave 
men were killed, and Philip and his men, after they had 
been reduced to the greateſt diſtreſs, and were upon the 
point of ſurrendering themſelves, made their eſcape. 
A fine army was collected. Philip was encloſed in 2 
ſwamp and neck of land, and could not at that time, have 
made his eſcape, by any other means than by defeating, 
or fighting his way through the army, had the Englih 
conducted with prudence and fortitude. They might 
have renewed the attack upon him next morning, and 
had the day before them-to finiſh their work, and put 
an end to the war; but, inſtead of this, they left : 
few compa mes to guard the ſwamp, which was upon 
Pocaſſet neck, and ſtarve ont the enemy. Philip, about 
fix or eight days after, found means to rid himſelf from 
the danger. He either waded acroſs an arm of the ſc 
at low water, or paſſed over it with his warriors upon 
rafts. He and his warriors triumphed, and were blow" 
up with ſtill greater courage and infolence. The Indians 
in general were encouraged, ſo that ſoon after there wi? 
a general riſing of them againſt the Engliſh throughout 
New-England, for angxtent of nearly three hundred miles 


We * 
r 


7 e „ ep 2 a * — 2 N 
Þ L * n — 3 1 >> Tx 4 * * 8 1 4 a, —_— R _ * 3 _— FR ” * * vo of * nt. n 
r W "= A Te * N c | 9 
a : * enn r 


1 
5 
x 
Hl 
1 
0 
NB 
” 
1 
q 
8 
* 
N 
. 


S > . moo ew 


© = rr ro „ tow 


42 
: { 4 
i 
8 \ b 
„ 8. 
7 
4 
g : 
i 
Ne 
* 


. " "IE . _ — . * 
4 * * — E n I - „ * . —_ — La * , FE . — * F 

* r n Ne "to "0" 5 3 LSE "FF F - Q * — * 
2 r 1 r ET OG e y 1 "I At td Fa Y 


Cote; Wy. OF CONNECTICUT. - 349 


As the Indians had lived promiſcuouſly with the Eng- Book I. 
liſh, in all parts of the country, they were generally as Cw 
well acquainted with their dwellings, fields, and places of 175. 
worſhip, as themſelves. They were perfectly acquaint- ,,__.._ 
ed with their roads, times, and places of reſort. They ges of the 
were at hand to watch all their motions, to attack them Indians. 
at every difficult paſs, and in every unguarded moment. 

Except ſome of the thickeſt ſettlements and the centre 

of the towns, the country was a vaſt. wilderneſs. This 

enabled the enemy, not only in ſmall ſkuiking parties, 

but in great bodies, to make their approaches undiſcover- 

ed, almoſt into the very midit of them; and under the 

covert of the night, to creep into their barns, gardens, 

and out houſes ; to conceal themſelves behind their fen- 

ces, and lie in wait for them on the roads and in their 

fields. Sometimes they concealed themſelves before 

their very doors. No ſooner did they open them, in the 

morning, than they were inſtantly ſhot dead. From al- 

moſt every quarter, they were ready to riſe upon them. 

At midnight, in the morning, or whenever they could - 

obtain an advantage, they were ready to attack them. 

While the Engliſh were hunting them in one place, they 

would be ſlaying the inhabitants, and plundering and 

burning in another. In a ſhort time they would plunder 

and burn a town, kill and captivate the inhabitants, and 

retire into ſwamps and faſtneſſes, where it was dange- 

rous to purſue, difficult to diſcover, and impoſſible to at- 

tack them but at the greateſt diſadvantage. ; 
NoTw1THSTANDING every precaution and exertion of Danger 

the colonies, they continued plundering, burning, kill- and diſ- 

ing, and captivating, in one place and another, and kept g. of 

the whole country in continual fear and alarm. Thcre eg 

was no ſafety to man, woman, nor child; to him who 

went out, nor to him who came in. Whether they were 

alleep or awake, whether they journeyed, labored, or 

worſhipped, they were in continual jeopardy. The in- 

habitants of Maſſachuſetts, Plimouth, and Rhode-Iſland 

eſpecially, were killed, plundered, and their rowns and 

buildings burned in a moſt diſtreſſing and terrible manner. 7 

BesIDt other damages, not fo conſiderable, Captain e 
Hutchinſon, who had been ſent with a party of horſe to 1 
treat with the Nipmuck Indians, was drawn into an am- prifed, 
buſh, near Brookfield, and mortally wounded. Sixteen of and 
his company were killed. The enemy then ruſhed in Brook- 


upon the town, and burnt all the dwelling houſgs, except nn 


one, which was defended by the garriſon until it was re- Aug. and. 
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Boox I. inforced, two days after, by Major Willard. The ene. 
»» my then drew off, having burned twenty dwelling houſes, 
1675. with all the barns and out houſes, and killed all the cat. 
Hadley, tle and horſes which they could find. In September, 
Deerfield, Hadley, Deerfield, and Northfield, on Connecticut river, 
_ were attacked, and numbers of the inhabitants killed 
field and wounded. Moſt of the buildings, in Deerfield, were 
attacked. burnt, and Northfield was ſoon after abandoned to the 
enemy. There were a number of ſkirmiſhes, about the 
ſame time, in that part of the country, in which the Eng. 
liſh, on the whole, were looſers. 
Captain CAPTAIN Beers was ſurpriſed, near Northfield, by: 
Beers and large body of the enemy, and he and twenty of his party 
his party were killed. 
33 Tu officers, who commanded in that quarter, finding 
* that by ſending out parties they ſuſtained continual loſ 
and diſappointment, and effected nothing of importance, 
determined to collect a magazine at Hadley, and part. 
ſon the town. At Deerfield, there were about three 
thouſand buſhels of wheat in ſtack. It was reſolved to 
thraſh this out, and bring it down to Hadley. While 
Captain Lothrop, with a choſen corps of young men, the 
flower of the county of Eſſex, was guarding the teams, 
employed in this ſervice, ſeven or eight hundred Indians 
ſuddenly attacked him. Though he fought with great 
Captain bravery, yet he fell with nearly his whole party. Many 
HY of the teamſters were alſo cut off. Ninety or an hun 
party Lin. dred men were killed on the ſpot. Captain Moſely, who 
ed, Sept, was ſtationed at Deerfield, marched to reinforce Cap- 
28th. tain Lothrop, but he arrived too late for his aſſiſtance. 
Captain Moſely was then obliged to fight the whole bo- 
dy of the enemy, for ſeveral hours, until the brave Major 
Treat of Connecticut, with about a hundred and bx 
Engliſhmen and Moheagan Indians, marched up to lis 
aſſiſtance, and put the enemy to flight.“ The fall af 
Captain Lothrop and ſuch a fine body of men, was 2? 
heavy loſs to the country ; eſpecially to the county 
Eſſex, filling it with great and univerſal lamentation. 


* The commiſſioners, about the middle of September, order. 
ed rooo men to be raiſed for the general defence. Of theſe gc 
were to be dragoons, with long arms. Connecticut were requir 
ed to raiſe 315 men for their proportion. A conſiderable pat 
of this force was employed by Connecticut, under Major Treat, 
for the defence of th: upper towns. Captain Watts had bees 
ſent with a company to Deerfield ſome time before. 
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Dunixs the term of about forty years, the Indians, 
in the vicinity of Springfield, had lived in the greateſt Book I. 1 
harmony with the Engliſh, and ſtill made the ſtongeſt 1675. | 
profeſſions of friendſhip ; yet, about this time, they con- Indian 

ſpired with Philip's warriors for the deſtruction of that T,cache/ | 
town. At the diſtance of about a mile from it they had ry. | | 
a fort, The evening before they made their aſſault, P 
they received into it about three hundred of Philip's war- \ 
riors. The ſame evening, one Toto, a Windſor Indian, 1 
diſcovered the plot, and diſpatches were immediately | 
ſent off, from Windfor to Springfield, and to Major 

Treat, who lay at Weſtfield, with the Connecticut troops, 
co apprize them of the danger. But the people at Spring- 
FE field were ſo ſtrongly perſuaded of the friendſhip of thoſe 
Ind ians, that they would not credit the report. One | 
Lieutenant Cooper, who commanded there, was ſo infat- | 
uated, that as ſoon as the morning appeared, inſtead of 
collecting his men and preparing for the defence of the | 
town, he with another bold man rode out, with a deſign | 
to go to the fort, and diſcover how the matter was. He 

ſoon met the enemy, who killed his companion, by his 

fide, and ſhot ſeveral balls through his body. As he was 

a man of great ſtrength and courage, he kept his horſe, 

though mortally wounded, until he reached the firſt garri- 

ſoned houſe, and gave the alarm. The enemy immediate- Spring- 

ly commenced a furious attack upon the town, and be- w_ 1 
gan to ſet fire to the buildings. The inhabitants were in — * 
the utmoſt conſternation. They had none to command iy burned. 
them, and muſt ſoon have all fallen a bloody ſacrifice to a 

mercileſs foe, had not Major Treat appeared for their re- 

lief. Upon receiving intelligence of the deſigns of the 

enemy, he marched, without loſs of time; but meeting 

with conſiderable hindrance in croſſing the river, for want 

of boats, his arrival was not in ſuch ſeaſon as to prevent 

the attack. He ſoon drove off the enemy, ſaved the in- 

= habitants, and a conſiderable part of the town. Great 
damage, however, was done in a very ſhort time. Thir- 

= ty dwelling houſes, beſides barns and out houſes were 

= burned. Major Pyncheon and Mr. Purchas ſuſtained 

each the loſs of a thouſand pounds.“ Mr. Pelatiah Glov- 
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Major Pyncheon was at Hadley, but did not come down 
= with the troops there, in ſeaſon to prevent this great damage. 
He had, until this time, the chief command, in that part of the 


country, but he ſoon after refigned it that he might take care of 
dis own affairs, | 
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er, miniſter of the town, loſt his houſe with a large and 
excellent library. 

Ix this ſtage of the war, the general aſſembly of Con- 
necticut convened, October 14th. The court, ſenſible 
of the good conduct of Major Treat, in defending the co- 
lony and the towns on Long-Iſland againſt the Dutch, 
and in relieving Captain Moſely and Springfield, return. 
ed him public thanks, appointed him to the command of 
all the troops to be raiſed in the colony, to act again} 
the enemy, and deſired his acceptance of the ſervice. 

Ueon intelligence from the Reverend Mr. Fitch, that 
a large body of the enemy were approaching the town 
of Norwich, Major 'Treat was directed to march forth. 
with for the defence of that part of the colony. But ſoon 
after, his orders were countermanded, and he marched 
for Northampton. Here he arrived in ſeaſon to render 
his country another piece of important ſervice. The 
enemy had been ſo elated with their various ſucceſſes, 
that, having collected about eight hundred of their war. 
riors, they made a furious attack upon Hadley. Almoſt 
every part of the town was aſſaulted at the ſame inſtant, 
But the town was defended by ofhcers and men of vig- 
ilance and ſpirit, ſo that the enemy every where met with 
a warm reception. Several parties of the Maſſachuſetts 
troops, who were in the neighbouring garriſons, flew to 
their aſſiſtance, and Major Treat, advancing with his uſu- 
al diſpatch from Northampton, ſoon attacked them, with 
his whole force, and they were put to a total flight. 
They ſuſtained ſuch loſs and were ſo diſheartened, that, 
from this time, the main body of them left that part 6 
the country, and held their general rendezvous in Nam 
ganſet. Small numbers however remained, doing 
damage as they had opportunity, and keeping the people 
in conſtant fear and alarm. 

Frow the intelligence communicated to the gener 
aſſembly of Connecticut, during the October ſeſſion, 
appeared, that the enemy had deſigns upon almoſt all the 
frontier towns in the colony. Each county was there 
fore required to raiſe ſixty dragoons, complete in arms 
horſes, and ammunition, for the immediate defence 
the colony, wherever their ſervice might be neceſſar}: 
Captain Avery was appointed to the command of fort) 
Engliſhmen from the towns of New-London, Stoning- 
ton, and Lime, with ſuch a number of Pequots as he WW G, 
ſhould judge expedient, for the defence of that part of h 
the country, and the annoyance of the enemy, as oc, 
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Gon ſhould preſent. Captain John Maſon was appoint- Book I: 


ed to command another party of twenty Engliſhmen and 


— 


the Moheagan Indians. Theſe parties were ordered to 1675. 


poſt themſelves in the beſt manner to guard the eaſtern 
towns, and to act conjointly or ſeparately, as emergen- 
cies ſhould require. Anarmy of one hundred and twen- 
ty dragoons was appointed to act againſt the enemy, un- 
der the command of Major 'Treat. It was ordered, that 
all the towns ſhould be fortified, and that every town 


ſhould provide the beſt places of defence, of which it was 


capable, for ti e ſecurity of the women and children, who 
were directed to repair to them upon the firſt intimations of 
danger. The inhabitants of the towns on the frontiers, 
who were few in number, and moſt expoſed, were advi- 
ſed to remove their beſt effects, and people unable todefend 
then ſelves, into the more populous parts of the colony, 
where they might be in a more probable ſtate of ſafety. 


Tar Narraganſets, in direct violation of the treaty, The Nar- 
which they had made with the colonies, gave a friendly raganſets 
reception to Philip's men and other hoſtile Indians, trcache- 


The commiſſioners of the United colonies were fatisfied, 
that ſome of them had been in actual ſervice, in the af- 
faults which had been made upon the Engliſh. Their 
young men had returned wounded to Narraganſet. It 
was ſuppoſed, that the Narraganſet ſachems could muſ- 
ter two thouſand warriors, and that they had a thouſand 
muſkets. It was judged, that if they ſhould all engage, 
m the ſpring, in open hoſtilities, and ſcatter, as the 

might, into all parts of the country, all the force, which 
the colonies could bring into the field, would not be ſuf- 
ficient to defend the plantations againſt the united exer- 
tions of the enemy. In the ſummer and fall paſt, one 


company of brave men after another had been cut off, 
= and future proſpects were not more favorable. The 
= commiſſioners of the United colonies therefore reſolved, 
= that an army of a thouſand men ſhould be raiſed, for a 
= winter campaign, to attack the enemy at their head quar- 
ters, in the Narraganſet country. The colony of Maſſa- 
chuſetts furniſhed a corps of five hundred and twenty- ſev- 
en men, conſiſting of fix companies of foot and a troop of 
borſe, commanded by Major Appleton. Plimouth furniſh- 
ed one hundred and fifty-eight men, confiſting of twocom- 
Panies, under the command of Major Bradford and Captain 


Gorham. The proportion of Connecticut was three 
hundred and fifteen men, but they ſent into the field 
X 
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Book I. three hundred Engliſh men and 150 Moheagan and Pe. 
A quot Indians. Theſe were divided into five companies, 


1675. 


Treat. The honorable Johah Winſlow, Eſquire, goy. 


Danger of 


the expc- 
dition. 
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commanded by Captains Seely, Gallop, Maſon, Watts, 
and Marſhall. This corps was commanded by Major 


ernor of New-Plimouth, was appointed commander in 
chief. The orders of the commiſſioners to Connecticut 
were iſſued at Boſton, the 12th of November. T hey re- 
quired, that the beſt officers and firmeſt men ſhould he 
appointed, and armed and clothed in the beſt manner, 
It was required, that the troops ſhould rendezvous at 
New-London, Norwich, and Stonington, by the rcth of 
December, ready to receive orders from the commander 
in chief. 

Tux commiſſioners were ſenſible, that an expedition, 
at this ſeaſon, would be moſt diſtreſsful and hazardous. 
Such is the extremity of the weather, in this climate, that 
they were not without apprehenſions, the whole army 
might periſh, ſhould the troops be obliged to lie uncovered 
a ſingle night in the open field. It did not eſcape their 
deliberations, that the ſnow often fell ſo deep, that it 
would be extremely difficult, if not impoſſible, to ſend 
any ſuccours to the army, in cafe of any misfortune ; 
but they conſidered this as the only probable expedient of 
defeating the enemy, and preventing the deſolatiug of the 
country. They obſerved, « It was a humbling provi- 
« dence of Gop, that put his poor people to be medita- 
« ting a matter of war at ſuch a ſeaſon.” They ap- 
pointed the ſecond of December to be obſerved as a fol- 
emn faſt to ſeek the divine aid.“ 

The Connecticut troops arrived at Pettyquanaſcot, on 
the 175th of December. Here had been a number ol 
buildings, in which the troops expected to have been 
covered and kindly entertained, but the enemy, a day ot 
two before, had killed ten men and five women and chil- 
dren, and burned all the houſes and barns. The net 
day, they formed a junction with the Maſſachuſetts and 
Plimouth forces. Though the evening was cold and | 
ſtormy, the troops were obliged to remain uncovered 
the open field. The next morning, at the dawning of 
the day, they commenced their march towards the ene- 
my, who were in a ſwamp at about fifteen miles diſtance 
The troops from Maſſachuſetts, headed by Capta 
Moſely and Davenport, led the van; their rear v 
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brought up by Major Appleton and Captain Oliver. Gen- 
eral Winſlow, with the Plimouth companies, formed in 
the centre; and the troops of Connecticut formed in the 
rear of the whole, brought up by Major Treat. This 
was the line of march.“ 

Tur troops proceeded with great ſpirit, wading 
through the ſnow, in a ſevere ſeaſon, until nearly one 
o'clock, without fire to warm or food to refreſh them, 
except what had been taken on the way. At this time, 
they had arrived juſt upon the ſeat of the enemy. This 
was upon a riſing ground, in the centre of a large ſwamp. 
It was fortified with paliſades, and compaſſed with a 
hedge without, nearly of a rod s thickneſs. 'The only en- 
trance, which appeared practicable, was over a log or tree, 
which lay up five or fix feet from the ground. 'This 
opening was commanded in front by a kind of log houſe, 
and onthe left by a flanker. As ſoon as the troops en- 
tered the ſkirts of the ſwamp, they diſcovered an advan- 
ced party of the enemy, upon whom they immediately fired. 
The enemy returned the fire, and retired before them, 
until they were led to the very entrance by the block- 


© houſe. Without reconnoitering the fort, or waiting for 
the army to march up and form for the attack, the Maſ- 
= fachuſetts troops, led on by their officers, with great 
= courage, mounted the tree and entered the fort ; but 
= they were ſo galled from the block-houſe, and received 
ſuch a furious and well directed fire from almoſt every 
quarter, that, after every exertion of {kill and courage, of 
which they were capable, they were obliged to retreat out 
of the fort. The whole army preſſed forward with the 
= utmoſt courage and exertion, but ſuch were the obſtruc- 


officers and men, who ſo courageouſly began the aſſault. 
Captains Johnſon and Davenport, and many brave men 
of the Maſſachuſetts, were killed. The Connecticut 
troops, who formed in the rear, coming up to the charge, 
mounted over the log before the block-houſe, the captains 
leading and ſpiriting up the men in the moſt undaunted 
manner. About the ſame time that the main body of 


the Connecticut troops were forcing their way by the 


— 


* Hubbard's Narrative, p. 10g. 
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| Book I. block-houſe, a few bold men ran row d to the oppoſite 
1 YN part of the fort, where they found a n rrow ſpot where 
| 1675, there were no paliſades, but a high and thick hedye of 
1 trees and bruſh, Ihe ſharpneſs of the action in the front 
had drawn off the enemy from this part, and climbing 
over unobſerved, they ran down between the wigwamz, 
and poured a heavy and well directed fire upon the backs 
of the enemy, who lay wholly expoſed to their ſh? 
Thus aſſualted, in front and rear, they were driven from 
| the flanker and block-houſe. The captains crying out, 
(| they run, they run, the men prefſed fo furiou!!; upon 
| them, that they were forced from that part of the fort, 
'The ſoldiers without ruſhed in, with great ſpirit, and the 
enemy were driven from one covert and hiding place tg 
| another, until the middle of the fort was gained; and af. 
h The ene- ter a long and bloody action they were totally routed and 
1 my defeat- fled into the wilderneſs. As they retired, the ſoldiers 
| 3 1 ſet fire to the wigwams, about ſix hundred of which were 
| wams inſtantly conſumed. The enemy's corn, ſtores, and 
| þurnt. utenſils, with many of their old men, women, and chil 
dren, periſhed in the conflagration. It was ſuppoſed, that 
three hundred warriors were ſlain, beſides many wound- 
ed, who afterwards died of their wounds and with the 
cold. Nearly the fame number were taken, with three 
hundred women and children. From the number of 
wigwams in the fort, it is probable that the whole num- 
ber of the Indians was nearly four thouſands. Thoſe 
who were not killed in battle, or did not periſh in the 
flames, fled to a cedar ſwamp, where they ſpent the night, 
without food, fire, or covering. 
Ir was nevertheleſs a dearly bought victory. 9 
brave captains fell in the action, and eighty men were 
killed or mortally wounded. A hundred and fifty wete 
wounded who afterwards recovered. After the fatiguing 
march and hard fought battle, of three hours, in which 
the troops had been exerciſed, the army, juſt at the ſt 
ting of the ſun, having burnt and deſtroyed all in thei 
power, left the enemy's ground, and, carrying about 
March to two hundred dead and wounded men, marched back, ft 
head quar- teen or eighteen miles, to head · quarters. The night 
ters. was very cold and ſtormy. The ſnow fell deep, and it 


* Manuſcripts of the Rev. Mr. Ruggles. He obſerves, © [ti 
© apity things ſo curious and remarkable, and wherein the * 
1% of Providence ſo evidently appeared as in taking the fort: 
% Narraganſet, ſhould be loft. They deſerve to be recorded U! 
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was not until midnight, or after, that the army got in. Book I. 
Many of the wounded, who otherwiſe might have recov- .= 


357 


ered, died with the cold, and the fatigue and inconve- 1675. 


niences of ſuch a diſtreſſing march.+ After lying the pre- 
ceding night in the open field, and after all the exertion 
of ſo long and ſharp an action, the army marched, through 
ſnow and a pathleſs wilderneſs, in leſs than twenty-four 
hours, more than thirty miles. The courage exhibited 
by every part of the army, the invincible heroiſm of the 
officers, the firmneſs and reſolution of the ſoldiers, when 


ſhips endured, are hardly credible, and rarely find a par- 
allel in ancient or modern ages. The cold was extreme, 
and the ſnow fell ſo deep that night, that it was difhcult, 


Courage 


exhibited 
; and hard- 
they ſaw their captains falling before them, and the hard- ſhips en- 


dured. 


the next day, for the army to move. Many of the ſold- state of 


iers were frozen, and their limbs exceedingly ſwollen. the army 


Four hundred were diſabled and unfit for duty. The 9" the 


Connecticut troops were more diſabled than thoſe of the 
other colonies. They had endured a tedious march from 
Stonington to Pettyquamſcot; and as the buildings there 
were all deſtroyed, they endured great hardſhips before 
their junction with the troops of the other colonies. 
They had ſuſtained a much greater loſs, in the aCtion, in 
proportion to their numbers, than the troops of the other 
colonies.* Of the five Connecticut captains, three, 


＋ It appears, by the letters from the army, that twenty men 
only were killed in the action. This was the whole number 
dead when the army began their march for head-quarters. Eight 
were left on the ground, and twelve carried off by the army. 
Ten or twelve died on the march, and ſeveral next morning, 1o 
that on the 2oth of December,thirty-four were buried in a grave. 
Four dicd the next day, and two the day after. Forty only were 
dead on the 22d. Though the beſt ſurgeons, which the country 
could furniſh, were provided, yet the ſeaſon was ſo ſevere, and 
the accommodatiens, after all the exertions which could be made, 
ſo poor, that, by the end of January, twenty more were in their 
graves. The number mentioned, as killed, in the ancient hiſto- 
"wy 3 all who were killed or died afterwards of their 

ounds, 

* The whole number killed and wounded was about two hund- 
red. From the returns and letters before me, it appears, that of 
the Maſſachuſetts there were one hundred killed and wounded, 
of whom thirty-one were killed or died of their wounds. A- 
mong theſe were Captains Johnſon, Davenport, and Gardiner. 
They had alſo a Lieutenant Upham mortally wounded, who died 
afterwards at Boſton. Plimouth ſuſtained the loſs of twenty 
killed and wounded eight or nine, it ſeems, were killed or died 


of their wounds afterwards. Of the three hundred Engliſhmen 


from Connecticut eighty were killed and wounded, twenty in 


: Captain vecly's, twenty in Captain Gallop's, ſeventeen in Captain 


zoth. 
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Boox I. Seely, Gallop, and Marſhall, were killed, and Captain 
Wa Maſon received a wound, of which he died about nine 


1675. 


months after. Marſhall was killed as he aſcended the 
tree before the log-houſe. The fire of the enemy was 
dreadful, when the Connecticut men were entering and 
after they firſt entered the fort, until the men, who came 
in upon the backs of them, began to fire their large muſ. 
kets loaded with piſtol bullets upon them, where they 
ſtood together in the cloſeſt manner. This at once dif. 
concerted them, and checked their fire, in that quarter, 
Gallop and Seely, leading and animating their men, in 
this dreadful moment, ſoon fell. The enemy made an 
obſtinate defence, after the men gained the fort the ſecond 
time, taking the advantage of their block-houſes, wig. 
wams, and every covert, of which they could avail them. 
ſelves. Some of the ſoldiers expended all their ammu- 
nition before the action was terminated, and were obliged 
to ſeek new ſupplies. 

Tn troops from Connecticut had ſuſtained ſuch a loſs 
of officers, and were ſo diſabled, that Major Treat judged 
it abſolutely neceſſary to return to Connecticut, where he 


Watts's, nine in Captain Maſon's, and 14 in Captain Marſhall's 
company. Of theſe about 40 were killed or died of their wounds, 
About half the loſs, in this bloody action, fell upon Connecticut. 
The legillatnre of the colony, in a repreſentation of the ſervices 
they had performed in the war, ſay, ** In that fignal ſervice, the 
fort fight, in Narraganſet, as we had our full number, in pro- 
portion with the other confederates, ſo all ſay they did their 
full proportion of ſervice. Three noble ſoldiers, Seely, cour- 
«« ageous Marſhall, and bold Gallop, died in the bed of honor; 
and valiant Maſon, a fourth captain, had his death's wound. 
* There died many brave officers, and ſentinels, whoſe memory 
js blefſed ; and whoſe death redeemed our lives. The bitter 
cold, the tarled ſwamp, the tedious march, the ſtrong fort, the 
numerous and ſtubborn enemy they contended with, for ther 
* Gop, king, and country, be their trophies over death. He 
* that commanded our forces then, and now us, made no |els 
© than ſeventeen fair ſhots at the enemy, and was thereby as oft 
* a fair mark for them. Our mourners, over all the colony, Wit. 
« neſs for our men, that they were not unfaithful in that day. 
It is the tradition that Major, afterwards Governor Treat, fe- 
ceived a ball through the brim of his hat, that he was the laſt man 
who left the fort, in the duſk of the evening, commanding the 
rear of the army. The burning the wigwams, the ſhrieks an 
cries of the women and children, and the yelling of the warriors 
exhibited a moſt horrible and affecting ſcene, ſo that it greatly 
moved ſome of the ſoldiers. They were in much doubt then, 
and afterwards, often ſeriouſly enquired, whether burning their 
enemies alive could be conſiſtent with humanity, and the bene“. 
olent principles of the goſpel. Manuſcripts of the Rev. Mr. 
Thomas Ruggles, | 
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might recruit them, and cover them with more conve- Book I. 
nience than could poſſibly be done in that part of the C5 
country. The wounded men, who were not able to 1675. 
travel, were put on board veſſels and carried to Rhode- 
Iſland. The ConneCticut troops, in their march from 
Stonington to Pettyquamſcot, killed fix and captivated 
ſeven of the enemy. On their return home, they killed 
and captivated about thirty more. 

Tae Maſſachuſetts and Phmouth troops kept the field 
the greateſt part of the winter, ranged the country, cap- 
tivaced numbers of the enemy, brought in conſiderable 
quantities of corn and beans, and burned more than 200 
wigwams; but achieved nothing brilliant or deciſive. 
In the whole, in the fort and in the country, the Engliſh 
burned between eight and nine hundred wigwams, and 
deſtroyed-almoſt the whole of the enemy's proviſions. 
This was much more diſtreſſing, and had a greater influ- 
ence in their total ruin, than was at firft imagined. 

MEAanwHILE much pains were taken to make peace, 
and various meſſages paſſed between the Engliſh and the 
Indians, on that ſubject; but they would not accept of any 
overtures which the colonies thought proper to make to 
them. 

As the enemy had loſt their dwellings and principal 
ſtores, in Narraganſet, the great body of their warriors 
moved off to the northward, to the Nipmuck country, 
and into the wilderneſs, north of Brookfield. They were 
not however idle. The latter part of January they drove 1656 
off, from one man, at Warwick, as they took leave of 
their country, ſixteen horſes, fifty neat cattle, and two 
hundred ſheep. In February, the Narraganſet and Nip- Lancater 
muck Indians fell upon Lancaſter, and plundered and burnt 
burned the greateſt part of the town. They either killed Keb. 10- 

s . : , Medficid 

or captivated forty of the inhabitants. Some days after, aflaulted 
they made an aſſault on Medfield, killed twenty men, and Feb. 20. 
laid nearly half of the town in aſhes. | . 
March was a month of till greater diſaſters. The 
towns of Northampton and Springfield, of Chelmsford, 
Groton, Sudbury, and Marlborough, in Maſſachuſetts, 
and of Warwick and Providence, in. Rhode-Iſland, were 
aſſaulted ; and ſome of them partly, and others entirely, 
deſtroyed. Many of the inhabitants were killed, and 
others led away into a miſerable captivity. 


＋ The enemy ſet fire to the garriſon houſe, and the women 
— children were all captivated, among whem was the wife and 
iy of Mr, Rowlandſon, miniſter of the town. 
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Boox I. Carrarx Pierce, about the ſame time, with fifty En. 
Wa gliihmen and twenty friendly Indians, was drawn into an 
4 n+ ambuſh, and ſurrounded by a great body of the enemy, 
N who flew every Engliſhman, and the greateſt part of the 
killed Indians. This was a great loſs to fo fmall a colony ag 
March 26. Plimouth, to whom Captain Pierce and his company he. 
longed. To days after, the enemy fell upon Rehoboth, 
ay. in the vicinity of Swanzey, where hoſtihties firſt began, 
and burned forty dwelling-houſes, beſides barns and out. 
houſes. 
: CarTain Wadſworth, a brave officer, with fifty men, 
CINE marching, ten days before, to the relief of Sudbury, wi 
worth ſurrounded by a numerous body of the enemy, and fell 
killed. with his whole party. Maſſachuſetts, at this time, wag 
in great diftreſs and ſorrow. It was feared by many, 
that the whole colony would be depopulated. But it 
was now full tide with the enemy, they ſoon received an 
important check, and began rapidly to decline. 

8 Ix February 1676, a number of volunteers from Con- 

aun hot neCticut, belonging principally to New-London, Nor. 

teers. wich, and Stonington, formed themfelves into companies 
under Major Palms, Captain George Deniſon, Captain 
James Avery, and Captain John Stanton, for the annoy- 
ance of the enemy. They engaged a number of Mohea- 
gans, Pequots, and Narraganſets to be aſſociates with 
them, for the ſake of plunder and other conſiderations, 
The Moheagans were commanded by Onecho, one of the 
ſons of Uncas; the Pequots by Caſſaſinamon their chief; 
and the Narraganſets, conſiſting of about twenty men, by 
Catapazet. Theſe latter were Ninigrate's men, who in 
time paſt had given the colonies fo much trouble ; but 
at this time they remained quiet, and would not join the 
other Narraganſet ſachems.t 

Trtss companies began to range the Narraganſet 

country, and harraſs the enemy, the latter part of Febru- 
ary, and continued making their incurſions from that 
time until the enemy were driven from thoſe quarters. 
As foon as one company returned another went out im- 
mediately, ſo as to keep the enemy in continual alarm- 
Their ſucceſs was admirable. 

Their ſac- CaPTain Deniſon of Stonington, on the 27th of March, 

ceſſes. began a very ſucceſsful incurſion into the country. 

* 


t The principal ſeat of Ninigrate was at Weſterly, which for- 
merly belonged to Stonington. He put himſelf under the En. 


gliſh, and he, and his Indians were the only ones, who were nes 


deftroyed, or driven from that part of the country. 
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Engliſh, had ventured down from the northern wilder- 
neſs to Seaconk, near the ſeat of Philip, to procure ſeed 
corn to plant the towns, which the Engliſh had deſerted 
upon Connecticut river. He had been aiding in the 
laughter of Captain Pierce and his men juſt before. Af- 
ter Captain Deniſon and his party had wearied them- 
= ſelves for ſeveral days, in hunting the enemy, they came 
upon their tracks near Blackſton's river, and ſoon diſcov- 
EZ ered, by a ſquaw whom they took, that Nanunttenoo was 
in a wigwam not far diſtant. The Captain made diſ- 
politions immediately to ſurpriſe him. While he was 


with great precipitation; but one more faithful than the 
reſt entered the wigwam, and acquainted him with his 
danger. He inſtantly fled with all his might. Catapa- 
ret, from the manner of his running, ſuſpecting it was 
W Nanunttenos, gave chaſe with as much eagerneſs as he 
= fled. The other Indians, who were moft light of foot, 
joined in the purſuit. They preſſed him ſo hard, that he 
ſoon threw off his blanket, and then his ſilverlaced coat, 
which had been given him at Boſton. The purſuers, 
© perceiving that they were not miſtaken with reſpect to 
the perſon, employed their utmoſt exertions to ſeize him. 
At length, plunging through the river, his foot ſlipped, 
upon a ſmooth ſtone, and he fell and wet his gun. One 
Monopoide, a Pequot, outrunning the other Indians, 
= leaped through the river after him, and ſoon laid hold 
upon him. Though he was a man of a goodly ſtature, 
and of great ſtrength and courage, yet he made no reſiſt- 
= ance, One Robert Stanton, a young man, was the firſt 
= Engliſhman who came up to him. He aſked him ſeveral 
= queſtions; but this haughty ſachem, looking, with diſ- 
dain upon his youthful countenance, replied, in broken 
B Engliſh, « You too much child, no underſtand matters 
of war. Let your captain come, him I will anſwer.” 
This party, in about ſixteen days, killed and took nearly 
fifty of the enemy, without the loſs of a ſingle man. 
This ſucceſs was much greater on the account of the cap- 
ture of the chief ſachem, and a number of counſellors 
and war Captains, | 
| * 7 


o oo 


NANUNTTENOO, or Canonchet, the head ſachem of all Book J. 
the Narraganſets, ſon of Miantonimoh, inheritor of all Cw 
his pride, and of his inſolence and hatred towards the 1676. 


= boaſting of that great feat of cutting off Captain Pierce, Nanuntte- 
and diverting himſelf with the ſtory, the Engliſh came noo ſur- 
upon him. Some of his party, diſcovering them, ran off priſed and 
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Book I. NanunTTENoOo would not accept of life when offered 
upon the condition, that he would make peace with the 
1676. Engliſn; nor would he ſo much as ſend one of his coun. 
ſellors to make a ſingle propoſal for that purpoſe. When 

he was made acquainted, that it was determined to put 

him to death, he ſaid, “He liked it well; that he ſhould 

« die before his heart was ſoft, or he had ſpoken ay 

« thing unworthy of himſelf.” The Moheagan fachen, 

his counſellors, and the principal Pequots ſhot him at 
Stonington. 'Thoſe brave volunteer captains and their 

flying parties had, at this time, killed and captivated for. 

ty-four of the enemy, and before the end of April, (cy. 

enty- ſix more, about a hundred and twenty in one month, 

Among theſe was another ſachem, a grandſon of Pom. 

ham, who was eſteemed the beſt ſoldier and moſt warlike 

of all the Narraganſet ſachems. They made, in the ſpring, 

ſummer, and fall, ten or twelve expeditions, in which 

they killed and captivated two hundred and thirty of the 

enemy, took fifty muſkets, and brought in one hundred 

and ſixty buſhels of their corn. They drove all the Nar. 

raganſet Indians out of their country, except thoſe at 
Weſterly under Ninigrate.* In all theſe expeditions they 

had not one man killed or wounded.+ Governor Hutch- 

inſon obſerves, that “ the brave actions of the Connetti- 

« cut volunteers have not been enough applauded. Den- 

« i{on's name ought to be perpetuated.” 

WuriLE Connecticut had the honor and happineſs of 

giving a check to the war, the colony ſuſtained a heary 

loſs in the death of Governor Winthrop. He had been 

choſen one of the commiſſioners from Connecticut, the 

May preceding, to the court of the commiſſioners of the 

Death of United colonies. Upon the meeting of this court, early 
Governor in the ſpring, he went to Boſton, where he was taken ſick 
W yoke and died, April 5th, 1676, in the 71ſt year of his age. 
Pen sun He was honorably interred, at Boſton, in the ſame tomb 
with his father. | 

: He was the eldeſt ſon of the honorable John Wi- 
His char- throp, Eſquire, the firſt governor of Maſſachuſetts. His 
acer, birth was at Groton in England, 1605. His father gave 
him a liberal education, at the Univerſity of Cambridge, 

in England; and afterwards ſupported him ſome years 

i at the Univerſity of Dublin, in Ireland. As travelling 
was conſidered a great accompliſhment to a young gen- 


* Declaration of the volunteers, ſworn before Governor Sal- 
tonſtall. 


T Hubbard's Narrative, from p. 125, to 131. 
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tleman, he travelled into France, Holland, Germany, It- Book I. 
aly, and Turkey. With theſe advantages he returned to- 
England, not only a great ſcholar, rich in experience and 1676. 
literature, but a moſt accompliſhed gentleman. While 

he collected the literature and excellencies of the various 

nations and countries through which he paſſed, he cau- 

tiouſly avoided their errors and vices. He was a puritan 

of diſtinguiſhed piety and morals. After his return from 

his travels, he came into New-England, with his father's 

family, in 1631, and was choſen one of the magiſtrates 

of the colony of Maſſachuſetts. He afterwards went in- 

to England; and in 1635, returned with a commiſhon 

to erect a fort at the mouth of Connecticut river, and to 

be governor of that part of the country. In 1651, he 


I was choſen one of the magiſtrates of Connecticut. In 
W 1657, he was elected governor, and the next year deputy 


governor. In 1659, he was again choſen governor; from 


which time he was annually re-choſen to that office, un- 


= til his death. He was one of the greateſt chymiſts and 
= phyſicians of his age, a member of the royal ſociety of 
& philoſophical tranſactions, and one of the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed characters in New-England. He rendered many 


important ſervices to the colony, was exceedingly beloved 


in life, and died greatly and univerſally lamented. _ 
Ar the election May 11th, William Leet, Eſquire, Election 
was choſen governor, and Robert Treat, Eſquire, deputy ay £309; 
E governor. Captain John Maſon was choſen magiſtrate x .., El 
do fill the vacancy made by the advancement of Major chaten M 
Treat, to the office of deputy governor. No alteration governor. 
vas made with reſpect to the other officers. 
= Tarr aflembly voted three hundred and fifty men, who, The aſ- 
= with the friendly Indians, were to be a ſtanding army, ſembly 
do defend the country and harraſs the enemy. Major ae an 
John Talcott was appointed to the chief command. The 
= Reverend Gerſhom Bulkley, of Wethersfield, was ap- 
pointed ſurgeon, and Mr. James Fitch, chaplain. Mr. 
= Bulkley was viewed as one of the greateſt phyſicians and 
ſurgeons then in Connecticut. The aſſembly ordered 
& that the ſurgeon and chaplain ſhould be of the council of 
war. 
Major TaLcorr, on his appointment to the com- Major 
_— of — army, reſigned the office of treaſurer, and . 
iam Pitkin, Eſquire, was appoint ha 8 ; 
the aſſembly „ Eſquire, ppointed to that office, by ger. 
THe firſt general rendezvous of the army, this year, 
was at Norwich. From thence Major Talcott marched, 
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Book I. the beginning of June, with about two hundred and ff; 
— Engliſh ſoldiers and two hundred Moheagans and Pe. 


1676. 


Hungry 
march. 


July 3d. 


which the troops ſuffered greatly for want of proviſions, 
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quot Indians, up towards the Wabaquaſlet country, 
ſcouring the woods through that long tract. They found 
the country every where deferted. The fort and wig. 
wams at Wabaquaſſet were deſerted. Nothing more 
could be done there, than demoliſh the Indian fortreſ 
and deſtroy about fifty acres of corn which the enemy had 
planted. On the zth of June, the army marched to 
Chanagongum, in the Nipmuck country. There they 
killed nineteen Indians, and took thirty-three captives,* 
The army then marched to Quaboug, or Brookfield, and 
thence to Northampton. This was a long march, in 


It has ever fince, in Connecticut, been known by the 
name of the long and hungry march. Major Talcott 
expected to have met with the Maſſachuſetts forces at 
Brookfield, or in that vicinity, but they did not arrive, 
Ox the 12th of June, four days after the arrival of the 
Connecticut troops at Northampton, about ſeven hundred 
Indians made a furious attack upon Hadley ; but Major 
Talcott, with his party, ſoon appeared for the relief of 
the garriſon, and drove off the enemy. His ſeaſonable 
arrival was providentially a happy circumſtance, which 
probably ſaved Hadley and other towns upon the river. 
SOMETIME after the Maſſachuſetts forces arrived, and 
in conjunction with Major Talcott and his ſoldiers, ſcour- 
ed the woods on both ſides the river, as far as the falls 
at Deerfield. The enemy by this time, had made their 
eſcape from that part of the country. The army broke 
up their fiſheries, deſtroyed their fiſh and other ſtores, 
recovered ſome ſtolen goods, and returned without effect- 
ing any thing very important. 
AFTER Major Talcott had ſpent about three weeks in 
ſervice upon the river, he left that quarter, and marched 
through the wilderneſs towards Providence and the Nar- 
raganſet country. On the iſt of July, the army came 
near a large body of the enemy, and took four. TVO 
days after, Major Talcott ſurpriſed the main body of them, 
by the fide of a large cedar ſwamp. He made ſuch 2 
diſpoſition of his men, and attacked them ſo ſuddenly, 
that a conſiderable number were killed and taken on the 
ſpot ; others eſcaped to the ſwamp. The troops com- 
paſſed the ſwamp, and after an action of two or three 


Major Talcott's letter to the committee of war, June 8, 1676; 
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old queen of Narraganſet, go of the captives were killed, 
and between 40 and 50 women and children preſerved 
alive. 

Tux ſame day, the troops marched to Providence and 
compaſſed the neck there, and afterwards, Warwick 
neck; in which places they killed and captured 67. 
Eighteen were killed. In theſe ſeveral rencounters, 238 
were killed and taken with about 3o arms.* 

ABouT the 5th of July, the army returned to Con- 
necticut. In their rout they took 60 more of the enemy, 
From about the beginning of April to the 6th of July, 
the Connecticut volunteers, and the troops under Major 
Talcott, killed and captivated about 420 of the enemy. 

Tux enemy, about this time, fell into a ſtate of diviſ- 
jon, fear, and aſtoniſhment. They found that by at- 
tempting to deſtroy their Engliſh neighbours, they had 
utterly ruined themſelves. A complication of evils con- 
ſpired for their deſtruction. The deſtruction of their 
fort and principal ſtores, in the dead of winter, the burn- 
ing of their wigwams, and bringing off their corn and 
beans, in all parts of the country, put them to inexpreſ- 
ſible hardſhips and diſtreſſes. They had been able to 
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hours, killed and took 171. Thirty-four warriors were Book I. 
killed in the action, and alſo Magnus, the ſunk ſquaw or 


1676. 


Diſtreſſed 
condition 
of the en- 


plant but little, in the ſpring; what they had planted, emy. 


the Engliſh had deſtroyed ; they had been driven from 
the ſea and rivers, and cut off from almoſt every kind of 
ſubſiſtence. They had been obliged to lie in ſwamps and 
marſhes; to feed on horſe fleſh and other unwholeſome 
food ; all which gendered infirmity and death; fo 
that they became debilitated and diſheartened by fatigue, 
famine, diſeaſe, and mortality. They could not kee 
together, in any conſiderable bodies, for want of ſuſte- 
| Nance. They were purſued and hunted from ſwamp to 
| ſwamp, and from one lurking place to another; ſo that, 
m July and Auguſt, they began to come in to the Eng- 
liſh, in large bodies, and ſurrender themſelves to the 
mercy of their conquerors. 


Major Talcott, after his return from Narraganſet, ha- The ene- 
& Ying recruited his men, a ſhort time in Connecticut, my fly to 
ln took his ſtation at Weſtfield. While he lay there, a the weft- 


ward. 


12 Talcott's letter to the council of war, July 4th, 1676. 
va abbard's Narrative p. 131, 164, 166. Hutchinfon's hiſtory 
ol. I. p. 305, 306. 
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'han the ſword , captives reporged, that more died by fickneſs, 
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1676. 
Major 
Talcott 
purſucs 
and ſur- 
priſes 
them. 


Sachem of 
Brok field 
killed. 


ſetts, in July and Auguſt, were very ſucceſsful. Cap 
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large body of the enemy was diſcovered fleeing to the 
weſtward. Major 'Talcott purſued them, and on the 
third day, about half way between Weltheld and Albany, 
diſcovered them lying on the weſt fide of Houſatonick 
river entirely ſecure. It was judged too late in the da 
to attack them to any purpoſe. 'The army therefore re. 
treated and lay upon their arms, in great filence, during 
the night. Towards morning, the troops were formed 
in two diviſions. One was ordered to paſs the river he. 
low the enemy, and to advance and compaſs them in on 
that ſide. The other party, creeping ſilently up to the 
eaſt bank of the river, were to he prepared inſtantly to 
ſire, when they ſhould receive the ſignal from the other 
diviſion, who when they had reached their ground, were 
to fire a ſingle gun. But this well contrived plan was in 
ſome meaſure diſconcerted. An Indian had left his 
companions, in a dead fleep, and proceeded down the 
river to catch fiſh. As the divifion, on the weſt fide of 
the river, was advancing to ſurround the enemy, he dif. 
covered them, and roared out, „ Awannux, Awannux,” 
Upon this, one of the party fired and killed him on the 
ſpot. The other diviſion, on the eaſt bank of the river, 
ſuppoſing this to be the ſignal gun, diſcharged upon the 
enemy, as they were riſing in ſurpriſe, or lay upon the 
ground, and killed and wounded a great number of them, 
Thoſe who were not killed, or diſabled by wounds, in- 
ſtantly fled, leaving their camp, baggage, proviſions, and 
many of their arms. As the diviſion on the welt lide, 
had not advanced to the ground deſigned, before the 
alarm was given, the enemy made their eſcape, with 
much leſs damage, than otherwiſe they could have done. 
The troops purſued them ſome diſtance, but the woods 
were ſo extremely thick, that they ſoon diſappeared, and 
the army returned. The ſachem of Quabaug, or Brook- 
field, was killed, and 44 other Indians were killed and 
taken. Among the killed were 25 warriors.+ 

SEVERAL brave captains and officers in the Maſſachu- 


tain Church of Plimouth, afterwards Major Church, a fi- 
mous partiſan, took ſeveral ſmall parties of the cneny 
'The Indians, who were taken or came in to the Engliſh 
to ſave their own lives, betraved their friends, and led 
the Engliſh captains to their haunts and hiding places 


D A _<- 


© on 


+ Manuſcripts of the Reverend Thomas Ruggles and Hub- 
bard's Narrative, 
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Thus aſſiſted, the Maſſachuſetts and Plimouth ſoldiers 
hunted Philip from week to week, and from place to place. 
They killed and captured his brother, his counſellors and 
chief men, his wife and family ; but his mind continued 
firm and unbroken. In the midſt of all this misfortune 
and diſtreſs, he would hear no propoſals of peace. At 
length, on the 12th of Auguſt, Captain Church, led by 
one of Philip's men, whom he had diſaffected, by ſhoot- 
ing his brother, only for propoſing to him to make peace 
with the colonies, ſurpriſed this famous ſachem, in a 
ſwamp, near Mount Hope. As he was flying to make philip kit. 
his eſcape, the Indian who had been guide to the party, led, Aug. | 
ſhot him through the heart. Thus fell a brave enemy, 13th. | 
who had defended himſelf and his country, and what he 
imagined to be his own, and the juſt rights of his coun- | 
trymen, to the laſt extremity. 

Tre Indians in this part of the country now generally 
ſubmitted to the Engliſh, or fled and incorporated with | 
diſtant and ſtrange nations. After this time, very little 
damage was done. 

CoNNECTICUT offered the fame conditions to the ene- ' 
my, upon their ſubmiſhon, which had been given to the 
E Pequots : That they ſhould have life, liberty, protection, 
= and ground to plant. Some principal incendiaries and 
E murderers however were excepted. They diſdained to 
| accept the terms, and generally fled their country. The 


* 
* . 3 * — —— 44 


d E Nipmucks, Naſhawas, Pocomtocks, the Hadley and 
e Springfield Indians, fled to the French and their Indians 
he in Canada. About 200 of them, after their ſurpriſe at 
th Houſatonick river, fled to the Moheaganders upon Hud- 
ne. ſon's river, incorporated and became one with them. 

ods & When Philip began the war, he and his kinſwoman, 
and & Wetamoe, had about 500 warriors, and the Narraganſets 


o- nearly 2,000. The Nipmuck, Naſhawa, Pocomtock, 
nd Hadley, and Springfield Indians, were conſiderably nu- 


= 


= merous, It is probable, therefore, that there were about 


chu- 3 ooo warriors combined for the deſtruction of the New- 1 
Cu England colonies, excluſive of the eaſtern Indians. The 
a fi- Var terminated in th ir entire conqueſt and almoſt total f 
zem. Wh extinction. At the ſame time, it opened a wide door to | 
agi Wi extenſive ſettlement and population. 
d ed This however, in its connection with the war with 

places. the eaſtern Indians, which commenced about the ſame Loſſes in 


time, was the moſt impoveriſhing and diſtreſſing of an the Was 
. which New- England has ever experienced from its firſt 
# lettlement to the preſent time. The war with the caſ- 
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Book I. tern Indians continued until the ſpring of the year 1678, 
Way The enemy killed and captivated great numbers of the 


1676. 


people, captured nearly twenty fiſhing veſſels with their 
crews, and rioted in plunder and devaſtation, until moſt 
of the ſettlements in thoſe parts were ſwept away, and 
the country was reduced to their domination.“ 
 ABouT 600 of the inhabitants of New-England, the 
greateſt part of whom were the flower and ſtrength of 
the country, either fell in battle, or were murdered by 
the enemy. A great part of the inhabitants of the coun. 
try were in deep mourning. 'There were few familie; 
or individuals who had not loſt ſome near relative or 
friend. Twelve or thirteen towns, in Maſſachuſetts, 
Plimouth, and Rhode-Iſland, were utterly deſtroyed, and 
others greatly damaged. About 600 buildings, chiefly 
dwelling houſes, were conſumed with fire. An almoſt 


inſuperable debt was contracted, by the colonies, when 


their numbers, dwellings, goods, cattle and all their re- 
ſources were greatly diminiſhed. 

CoNNECTICUT indeed had ſuffered nothing, in com- 
pariſon with her ſiſter colonies. Her towns and inhab- 
itants had been preſerved from the ravages of the enemy; 
put about a ſeventh part of the whole militia was out up- 


* Dr. Belknap's hiſt. vol. I. p. 157, 159. 

+ This ſtatement of the loſs of lives, towns, and buildings, is 
made from an accurate enumeration of the various numbers men- 
tioned, in the ancient hiſtories, of the lives loſt, and of the towns 
and buildings burned. But as there were doubtleſs many perſons 
killed, and others who died of their wounds, not mentioned in 
thoſe accounts, they muſt have exceeded the number here ſtated. 
The hiſtories of thoſe troubles rarely mention the barns, ſtores, 
and out-houſes burned ; and ſometimes there is notice of the 
burning of part of a town, and of the buildings iu ſuch a trzd, 
without any ſpecification of the number. All the buildings in 
Narraganſet, from Providence to Stonington, a tract of about ff. 
ty miles, were burned, or otherwiſe deſtroyed, by the enemy, but 
the number is not mentioned. The loſs of buildings muſt there 
fore have been much greater than has been mentioned. 

The militia of Connecticut, in 1675, amounted to 24259 Mel: 
Of theſe, the commiſſioners required 315, as their proportion 
the 2, ooo men then to be raiſed. | = 

If the proportion was juſt, there were about 7,150 of the mill 
tia of the United colonies. Reckoning every fifth man a foldict, 
and five perſons to every family, there were 7,150 families an 
35,750 inhabitants, at that time in the United colonies. Accord- 
ing to this eſtimation, about one fencible man in eleven was kill- 
ed, and every eleventh fami y was burnt out; or an eleventh pat 
of the whole militia, and of all the buildings of the United cov: 
nies were ſwept away by this predatory war. This greatly &. 
ceeded the loſs in the late war with Great-Britain, in proportion 
to the numbers and wealth of the United States. 
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oni- conſtant ſervice, beſides the volunteers. A large pro- Book I. 
ion was obliged to watch and guard the towns at 
— The particular towns were neceſſitated to fortify 1676. 
themſelves, with an encloſure of palifades, and to prepare 
and fortify particular dwellings for garriſon houſes, 
which might, in the beſt manner, command the reſpec- 
tive towns ; and to which the aged people, women, and 
children might repair, and be in ſafety, in the time of 
danger. For three years after the war commenced, the | 
inhabitants paid eleven pence on the pound, upon the 
grand liſt, excluſive of all town and pariſh taxes. After 
the war was finiſhed, they had a conſiderable debt to diſ- 
charge. The colony, nevertheleſs, was highly diſtinguiſh- 
ed and favored in many reſpects. 'The numerous In- 
dians within it were not only peaceable, but the Moheas- - | 
gans and Pequots were of great ſervice in the war. They 
were not only a defence to the eaſtern towns, but eſpe- | 
cially advantageous in diſcovering and harraſſing the ene- 
my, and in preventing a ſurpriſe by them. Connecticut 
had not one party of men ſurpriſed and cut off during 
the war; nor did the colony ſuſtain any conſiderable lofs 
of men, at any time, except in taking the fort in Narra- 
ganſet. At the ſame time, the legiſlature and people 
were happy, in giving ſeaſonable and powerful aſſiſtance 
to their confederates, and in repeatedly reſcuing whole 
towns and parties, when in the moſt imminent danger. 


n 


CHAPTER XV. 
| MEASURES adopted to diſcharge the public debt, and ſettle the 


country in peace. The reaſons of the colony's claim to Nara 
raganſet. The former ſettlers and owners of land there 
apply to Connecticut for protection. Major Treat goes to 
the upper towns upon Connecticut river, to treat with the 
Indians. Faſts appointed through New-England. AR 
concerning the conquered lands in Narraganſet. Naviga- 
tion act grievous to the colonies. Governor Leet takes the 
oath reſpecting trade and navigation. Anſwers to queries 
from the lords of trade and plantations. Proteſt againſt 
Sir Edmund Andreſs's claim to Fiſher's Iſland. Charac« 
Jer of Governor Leet. Commiſſioners appointed, by his 
majeſly, to examine and make report concerning all x # ua 
tht Narragan/et oy or king's province. They re- 
<4 2 
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bort in favor of Connecticut. Anſwers to the renewed 
claim of the Duke of Hamilton, and opinions on the caſe, 
Connecticut congratulate the arrival of Colonel Dungan, 
governor of New-York, and agree with him, reſpecting the 
boundary line betaueen that colony and Connecticut. Pri. 
tion to King James II. Settlement of Waterbury. Dun 
avarrantos againſt the colony. T he aſſembly petition hi 
majeſty to continue their charter privileges. Sir Edmund 
Androſs made governor of New- England. Arrive; of 
Hartford, takes the government by order of his majeſty, 
T he oppreſſion and cruelty of his adminiſtration. Diſtreſſed 


and ſorrowful ſtate of the people. 
ONNECTICUT had now conquered the Narragan- 


ſet country, and in conjunction with the other 
confederates, terminated the war, in this part of New. 
3 England. The legiſlature therefore addrefled themſches 
12. to diſcharge the public debt, to ſettle the friendly Indians 
in a ſtate of peace among themſelves, and with the colo- 
nies, and to extend their ſettlements in the Narraganſet 
country, as well as in other parts of their juriſdiction, 
To diſcharge the public debt, they levied a tax of eight 
pence on the pound, upon the whole liſt of the colony, 
in October annually during the term of two years. They 
appointed a committee to hear all affairs, which the Mo- 
heagans, Pequots, and Narraganſets, under Ninigrate, or 
Ninicraft, had to lay before them, and to do whatever 
they ſhould judge expedient to promote peace among 
them, and to preſerve their friendſhip and attachment to 
the Engliſh. For their encouragement, the legiſlature 
granted liberty for them to hunt, in all the conquered 
lands, during their pleaſure. They were alſo authorized 
to kill and deſtroy any of the enemy, who ſhould return 
to their country, without ſubmitting to the colony and 
accepting the terms which had been offered them. 
Court of. Ar the election, in May 1677, there was no alteration 
election in the legiſlature, excepting the choice of Andrew Leet, 
May 10, Eſquire, into the magiſtracy, inſtead of Captain Join 
1677. Maſon, who died, the September before, of the wounds 
he had received in taking the Narraganſct fort. The 
ſame governor, deputy governor, and magiſtrates were 
re- elected for ſeveral years ſucceſſively. A committee 
- was appointed, by the aſſembly, to ſettle all affairs of gor- 
- ernment in the Narraganſet country, and to report what 
Places there were there adapted to the purpole of plant» 
ing new towns. 8 
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As the Rhode -Iſlanders had deſerted the country, in Book I. 
the war, and had done nothing in the defence of it, and = 
as the Connecticut volunteers had driven the enemy en- 1677. 
tirely from that extenſive tract, the legiſlature determined 3 
to plant and govern it, as part of this colony. DIE al. 
For various reaſons they viewed the act of his majeſ- cut to ſet- 
ty's commiſſioners, determining that Rhode-Ifland and tle and 
Narraganſet ſhould be a province for the king, as a mere govern 
nullity. Their commiſſion gave them no power to make vj OCR 
new colonies. It required that Colonel Nichols ſhould Reacons of 
always be one of the council, that any of its acts might their de- 
be valid; but he was not preſent at that determination. termina- 
Further, Colonel Nichols, with two or three of his coun- tion. 

cil, afterwards reverſed that judgment. 

Ix the ſame point of light they viewed the agreement 

with Mr. Clark, as it was after Mr. Winthrop had ob- 

tained the Connecticut charter, and ſent it to the colony, 

at which time his agency was terminated. Further, that 
agreement was entirely alien from the buſineſs of his 

agency, and without any inſtructions or authority from 

the colony. The agreement with Mr. Clark was conſid- 

ered as a nullity, in another point of light, as the charter 

to Rhode-Ifland recognized and had reference to one ar- 

ticle of the agreement only, and as R':ode-Ifland had. 

never ſubmitted to one of the other articles. In direct 
contravention of them, they had invaded the property of | 
the ſettlers named in it, wantonly carried off the produc- | 
| tions of their lands and fruits of their labors, driven off 

| their cattle, forced the inhabitants from their poſſeſſions, 

| burned their fences, and even pulled down their houſes.* 

| They had claimed juriſdiction over them, after they had, 

in the year 1663, choſen to belong to Connecticut, and 

formally put themſelves under the government of that 

colony. They had not regarded the agreement even 

= with reſpeCt to the boundaries, but attempted to extend 

& their limits beyond what was expreſſed in the charter. 

& Beſides, when his majeſty had previouſly granted that 

tract to Connecticut, there remained, in law and reaſon, 

no further right in him to that country. He had noth- 

ing there further to grant. Therefore he could grant 

nothing there to Rhode-Iſland. Connecticut well knew 

that Pawcatuck never was called Narraganſet river, and 

that the Narraganſets never extended their claims ſo far 

wWieſtward; but that Pawcatuck, and the country ſome 


. Prayer of the inhabitants to the general court of Convecti- 
bs cut, on file, repreſenting the outrages of the Rhode-Iſlanders, 
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Book I. miles to the eaſt of it, belonged to the Pequots.“ Por 
E theſe reaſons, the legiſlature conſidered their title and 
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others pe- 
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claim to this part of the colony as clear and juſt, as to any 
other part of it whatever. 

Er1isHaA Hutchinſon, William Hudſon, and others, 
their aſſociates, claiming a large tract in the Pequot and 
Narraganſet country, applied to the general afſemh] 
for their aſſiſtance and protection, againſt Rhode-Iſland, 
in the re-ſettlement of their lands. The aſſembly deter. 
mined to extend their protection and government to 
them. 

Ar the ſeſſion in October, the upper towns, upon 
Connecticut river, ſent meſſengers to the aſſembly, ac. 
quainting them, that there were conſiderable bodies of 
Indians collected together in their vicinity; and that 
they made propoſals of peace. 'The meſſengers ſolicited 
the aſſembly to ſend Major Treat, the deputy governor, 
with a detachment of forty men, to Northampton, to 
treat with them, or to defend thoſe towns, as occaſion 
might require. The affembly complied with the requeſt, 
and the deputy governor proceeded immediately to North- 
ampton. He was inſtructed, in the firſt place, to ule 
his utmoſt endeavours for the redemption of the captives, 
with maney, goods, or by any other means in his power, 
The terms of peace, which he was authorized to propole, 
were life and liberty, upon the fubmiſlion of the Indians 
to the Engliſh, in the ſeveral places where they ſhould be 
ſettled. He was directed to aflure the Indians of pro- 
teClion and ſafety during the treaty. It does not appeat, 
that many of the northern Indians accepted the terms 
12 or ever returned to their former places of abode, 

ittle more appears to have been effected by the treaty, 
than the redemption of ſome of the captives. 

Tre colonies, at this time, had many enemies, and the 
moſt injurious complaints and unfavorable repreſentations 
were made of them in England. Edward Randolph, et 
pecially, whom the people of New-England repreſented 

as going about to deſtroy them, was indefatigable in bu 


A : 

* Caſc ef ConneQicut, with reſpe& to Narraganſet, ſtated, it 
which theſe articles are largely inſiſted on. ; 

+ It appears, by the report of the committee, appointed to 
view and make report concerning the ſtate of Narraganſet, thit 
the gentlemen mentioned above, Major Atherton, and their , 
ſociates, owned a tract of more than 5,000 acres, only on my 
was called Boſton neck, and that large tracts were owned by otbe 
E Indeed the principal part of Narraganſet was owNer 

mem. 
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to humble themſelves, and pray for the 
E mended. 


tons. 
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complaints againſt them, and in aggravating what ever he Book I. 


imagined might ſerve to their diſadvantage. He came 
over to Boſton, in 1676, and annually, in perſon or by 
writing, made complaints againſt them. He generally 
returned to England in the fall, and in the ſpring or 
ſummer, came over fraught with new miſchief. He bu» 
fed himſelf, among other affairs, in complaining of the 
colonics for their oppoſition to the acts of trade and nav- 
igation. Unhappily for Great Britain and the colonies, 
they were ſuffering under an arbitrary prince, inimical to 
the civiband religious rights of his ſubjects. His car was 
open to complaints againſt thoſe, who did not cheerfully 
ſubmit to his deſpotic impoſitions; and he readily pro- 
moted thoſe who made them. The colonies knew how 
affairs were conducted in England, and were deeply ap- 
prehenſive, of the danger they were in, of a total depri- 
vation of their liberties. 1 
Treg commiſhoners of the United colonies, in theſe 
views, recommendeda general faſtto theconfederate colo- 
nies, to humble themſelves for their offences, and to pray 
for the divine favor, in the continuation of their juſt 


| rights and privileges. 


8 
1678. 


Ix conſequence of this recommendation, the general Nov, 21. 


E aſſembly of Connecticut appointed the third Tucſday in 


November a public faſt, in union with their confederates, 
rpoſes recom- 


Tux general aſſembly, at their ſeſſion in May 1679, 


© to prevent the people of Rhode-Iſland, and other intru- 
ders, from taking up lands in Narraganſet, enacted, that 
none of the conquered lands ſhould be taken up, or laid 


out into farms, without ſpecial and expreſs order from 


them.“ 


Tae Rhode-Iſlanders, in the time of danger, deſerted 


dhe country and bore no part in the war. However, as 
ſoon as the inhabitants, who had ſettled under Connecti- 
= cut, began to return to their former ſettlements, to build 
upon their lands, and cultivate their farms, under the 
government of this colony, the legiſlature of Rhode-Iſland 


began to uſurp authority and practiſe their former vexa- 


Joan CRANSTON, Eſquire, governor of Rhode-Ifland, 
held a court in Narraganſet, in September, and made at- 


N tempts to introduce the authority and officers of Rhode- 


—ůů 


Records of Connecticut. 


May 1679. 
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Oct. 11. 


1678, 
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miles to the eaſt of it, belonged to the Pequots.* por 
theſe reaſons, the legiſlature conſidered their title ang 
claim to this part of the colony as clear and juſt, as to any 
other part of it whatever. 

ELIsnA Hutchinſon, William Hudſon, and other, 
their aſſociates, claiming a large tract in the Pequot and 
Narraganſet country, f applied to the general aſſemby 
for their aſſiſtance and protection, againſt Rhode-Iſland, 
in the re-ſettlement of their lands. The aflembly deter. 
mined to extend their protection and government tg 
them. 

Ar the ſeſſion in October, the upper towns, upon 
Connecticut river, ſent meſſengers to the aflembly, xc. 
quainting them, that there were conſiderable bodies of 
Indians collected together in their vicinity; and that 
they made propoſals of peace. The meſſengers folicited 
the aſſembly to ſend Major Treat, the deputy governq, 
with a detachment of forty men, to Northampton, 
treat with them, or to defend thoſe towns, as occaſion 
might require. The affembly complied with the requel, 
and the deputy governor proceeded immediately to North 
ampton. He was inſtructed, in the firſt place, to uk 
bis utmoſt endeavours for the redemption of the captne, 
with maney, goods, or by any other means in his pour 
The terms of peace, which he was authorized to propals 
were life and liberty, upon the fubmiſſion of the India 
to the Engliſh, in the ſeveral places where they ſhoullk 
ſettled. He was directed to aſſure the Indians of pv 
teclion and ſafety during the treaty. It does not app 
that many of the northern Indians accepted the tem 
28 or ever returned to their former places of abo 

ittle more appears to have been effected by the tre 
than the redemption of ſome of the captives. 

Tre colonies, at this time, had many enemies, andi 
moſt injurious complaints and unfavorable repreſentatu 
were made of them in England. Edward Randolph, 
pecially, whom the people of New-England repreſcu 
as going about to deſtroy them, was indefatigable u 

* Caſc ef Connecticut, with reſpect to Narraganſet, ſtata 
which theſe articles are largely inſiſt ed on. —_— 

+ It appears, by the report ef the committee, appoint 
view and make report concerning the ſtate of Narraganſct "my 
the gentlemen mentioned above, Major Atherton, and tig; 
ſociates, owned a tract of more than 5,000 acres, only on "en 

was called Bofton neck, and that large tracts were owned by "nn 
1 Indeed the principal part of Narraganſet was df 
y them. | N 


| 

$ 
V-. 
5 
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= writing, made complaints againſt them. He generally 
| returned to England in the fall, and in the ſpring or 
| * ſummer, came over fraught with new miſchief. He bu» 
] Z fed himſelf, among other affairs, in complaining of the 
| # colonies for their oppoſition to the acts of trade and nav- 


= — 


| igation. Unhappily for Great Britain and the colonies, 
10 they were ſuffering under an arbitrary prince, inimical to 
the civiland religious rights of his ſubjects. His ear was 
open to complaints againſt thoſe, who did not cheerfully 
EE ſubmit to his deſpotic impoſitions; and he readily pro- 
moted thoſe who made them. The colonies knew how 
affairs were conducted in England, and were deeply ap- 
prehenſive, of the danger they were in, of a total depri- 
vation of their liberties. | 
Tux commiſſioners of the United colonies, in theſe 


5 0 

* Egicws, recommended a general faſtto theconfederate colo- 
ut, vies, to humble themſelves for their offences, and to pray 
ortb⸗ Jor the divine favor, in the continuation of their juſt 
0 us ights and privileges. 


tiveh 
. ſembly of Connecticut appointed the third 'Tucſday in 
opde November a public faſt, in union with their confederates, 
nip humble themſelves, and pray for the-Mrpoſes recom- 
ound ended. 
of Tux general aſſembly, at their ſeſſion in May 1679, May 1679. 
a8 prevent the people of Rhode-Iſland, and other intru- 
e em ers, from taking up lands in Narraganſet, enacted, that 
,f abc ene of the conquered lands ſhould be taken up, or laid 
« (Wt into farms, without ſpecial and expreſs order from 

em. 
„ di Tur Rhode-Iſlanders, in the time of danger, deſerted 
cnt a0 country and bore no part in the war. However, as 
dolph, RP? 25 the inhabitants, who had ſettled under ConneCti- 
prese began to return to their former ſettlements, to build 
able 10 their lands, and cultivate their farms, under the 


enment of this colony, the legiſlature of Rhode -Iſland 
n to uſurp authority and practiſe their former vexa- 
appoint ons cnaxsrox, Eſquire, governor of Rhode-Ifland, 
court in Narraganſet, in September, and made at- 
ily on es to introduce the authority and officers of Rhode- 


—— 


et wa du Records of Connecticut. 


complaints againſt them, and in aggravating what ever he Book I. 
imagined might ſerve to their diſadvantage. He came 
over to Boſton, in 1676, and annually, in perſon or by 1678. 


Ix conſequence of this recommendation, the general Nov, 21. 


1 
* 


= 
ww 


* 
—— — 
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Book I. Iſland, into that part of Connecticut. The general af. 
= ſembly therefore, in October, proteſted againſt his uſur. 


1679. 


May 13 
1680, 


Governor oath, reſpecting trade and navigation, it was judged ex. 
Leet took 
the navi- 


gation 
oath, 


Anſwers . 
ta queries a number of queries to the governor and company, the 


July 15, governor and council were defired to anſwer them. by 


400. 
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pation, and declared his acts to be utterly void. The 
alſo prohibited all the inhabitants to receive any office 
from the legiſlature of Rhode-lfland, or to yield obedi. 
ence to its authority.+ 

Tk acts of trade and navigation were exceedingly 
grievous to the colonies. They viewed them as utter]y 
inconſiſtent with their chartered rights. This made them 
extremely unwilling to ſubmit to them. Maſſachuſetts 
never would fully ſubmit ; but as it was matter of great 
and continual complaint againſt the colonies, and as his 
majeſty inſiſted on the reſpective governors taking the 


edient, that Governor Leet ſhould take it, in the pref. 
ence of the aſſembly. It was accordingly adminiſtered to 
him, at the ſeſſion in May 1680. 
Tr1s aſſembly ordered, that a letter ſhould be written 
to the general court of Maſſachuſetts, deſiring their con- 
currence in mutually fettling the line between that colo- 
ny and Connecticut. It was requeſted, that the court 
would appoint a committee fully authorized for that pur- 
poſe, to join with one ffom Connecticut veſted with ſimi- 
lar powers. If the general court of the Maſſachuſetts 
ſhould refuſe 's comply with this propoſal, then the gov- 
ernor and his Council, with ſuch as they ſhould appoint 
to that ſervice, were authorized to run the line without 
them. 
Tar Lords of trade and plantations having tranſmitted 


their anſvers it appears, that there were twenty-ſix towns 
in the colony :: That the militia, including horſe and 
foot, conſiſted, in 1679, of 2,507 men: That the annual 
exports were about {9,000 : That there were in the co- 
lony about twenty ſmall merchants, trading to Boſton, 
New-York, Newfoundland, and the Weſt-Indies: And, 
that its ſhipping conſiſted of four ſhips, three pinks, eight 
ſloops, and other ſmall veſſels, amounting in the whole 
to twenty ſeven, the tonnage of which was only 1,050 
The number of inhabitants is not mentioned, but, fron 
the number of the militia, it muſt have been near. 
12, 00. To one of the enquiries, the following anſuet 


Records of Connecticut. 3 
b Rye and: Bedford appear te have been ineluded in this num» 
er. b 
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is given,“ If ſo be Hartford, New-London, New-Ha- Book I. 
« yen, and Fairfield, might be made free ports, for f- 
« teen or twenty years, it would be a means to bring 180. 

« trade there, and much increaſe the navigation and 

« wealth of this poor colony.“ 

ABovurT this time, Sir Edmund Androſs, governor of gir pq. 
New-Y ork, afferted his right of juriſdiction over Fiſher's mund An- 
Illand, as included in the Duke of York's patent. droſs 

Uro this claim, the legiſlature of the colony aſſerted, —— 6 
« That the ſaid Iſland was a part and member of this xqang. 

« colony of Connecticut, and underthe governmentthere- Connecti- 
« of, and that they have ever exerciſed, and ſhall and cut proteſt 
« will exerciſe government there as occaſion ſhall re- _ * 
« quire; and do hereby declare and proteſt againſt Sir , 

« Edmund Androſs and all other perſons, their claims 

« or exerciſe of any authority or government on, or over 

« the ſaid ifland.” 

Ar the election 1683, Major Robert Treat was choſen ,,, ,. _ 
governor, and Samuel Biſhop, deputy governor. The for- 1683. 

mer magiſtrates were generally re- choſen; but, by reaſon 

| of ſeveral vacancies which had been made, Captain Rob- 

ert Chapman, Captain James Fitch, Mr. Samuel Maſon, 

and Mr. Joſeph Whiting, were elected magiſtrates. 'The 

change of governors was occaſioned by the death of Gov- 

ernor Leet, who after faithfully ſerving the colonies, for 

| many years, had now finiſhed his courſe.+ 


— —e— 


Connecticut book of patents, letters, &c. 

t THE governor, William Lect, Eſquire, was bred a lawyer in 

England, and was, for a confiderable time, clerk of a biſhop's Character 
court, In this ſervice he became acquainted with the conduct of Gover- 
of the biſhops towards the puritans, with the pleas and ferious nor Lect. 
converſation and conduct of the latter, when arraigned before 

them. He obſcrved the great ſeverity which the court exerciſed 

| toward them, fer going to hear good ſermons in the neighbeur- 

ing pariſhes, when they had none at home, and what light mat- 

bers they made of wantonneſs and other inſtances of groſs fin, and 

bo much better perſons guilty of ſuch crimes were treated, than 

the puritans. This brought him to a ſerious conſideration of 

the affair, and to acquaint himſelf more thoroughly with the doc- 

ines and diſcipline of the puritans. In conſequence of this he 

decame a puritan, left the biſhop's court, and, in 1638, came into 

= New-England, with Mr. Whitfield and his company. He was 

one ok the ſeven pillars of his church. In 1643, he was choſeu 

& magiſtrate for the colony of New-Haven, and was annually re- 

1 elected, until May 1658. He was then choſen deputy governor 

of that colony, in which office he continued until be was elected 

= covernorin 1661. He continued chief magiſtrate of that colony, 

until the union in 1665. He was then choſen one of the maęꝑiſ. 

I trates of Connecticut. In 1669, he was elected deputy governory 

3 and was annvally re-cleted until 1676, when he was cheſen gov- 
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As there had been long diſputes relative to the Narra. 


WV ganſet country, and as the king, in conſequence of the 


1683. 


Commiſ- 
fron to 
Edward 
Crankeld, 
&c. April 
75 1683. 


— ————  — — 
. — 


act of his commiſſioners, in 1665, claimed it as his pro. 
vince, commiſſioners were appointed to hear and deter. 
mine all titles and claims reſpecting that tract. On the 
7th of April 1683, his majeſty King Charles II. granted 
1 commiſſion to Edward Cranfield, Eſquire, lieutenant & 
governor of New-Hampſhire, William Stoughton, Joſeph | 
Dudley, Edward Randolph, Samuel Shrimpton, John 
Fitz Winthrop, Edward Palms, Nathaniel Saltonſtal, 
and John Pyncheon, junior, Eſquites, or any three of them, 
of whom Edward Cranfield or Edward Randolph was 
to be of the quorum, * to examine and enquire into the 
cc reſpective claims and titles, as well of his majeſty as of 
« all perfons and corporations whatſoever, to the imme. 
ce diate juriſdiction, government, or propriety of the ſoil 
« of a certain tract of land, within his majeſty's domin- 
« jon of New-England, called the King's province, or 
« Narraganſet country; and to call before them any per- 
« ſon or perſons, and to ſearch records, as they ſhall find 
« requiſite, and the proceedings therein, with the opin- 
« jons upon the matters that ſhall be examined by them, 
« to ſtate, and with all convenient ſpeed report thereof to 
« make to his majeſty.” | 
Tux commiſſioners convened, on the 22d of Auguſt 
1683, at the houſe of Richard Smith, in the Narraganſet 
country. They ſummoned all perſons and corporations, 
in whatever place, who were concerned in the title or 
overnment of that country, to appear before them, and 
to produce all charters, deeds, records, letters, and orders, 
from his majeſty and council, or of any of his commiſ- 
ſioners, to the reſpective colonies, governors, or govert- 
ments, which might give information on the ſubject. At 
the time and place appointed, the records - repreſent 
c That there was the greateſt appearance of the moſt au- 
« cient Engliſh and Indians then living, to teſtify the 
« truth of their knowledge,” reſpecting the matters thel 
to be determined, | 


ao i 1 


ꝛ—g̃ — 


ernor of Connecticut. During the term of forty years, he wy 
magiſtrate, deputy governor, or governor of one or other of the 
colonies. In both colonies he prefided in times of the greate 

difficulty, yet always conducted himſelf with ſach integrity 9 
wiſdom, as to meet the public approbation. After he was choſen 
governor of Connecticut, he removed to Hartford, where he die 

full of years and goed works. He left a numerous offsprits; 
One of his fons, Andrew Leet, Eſquire, was ſome years one e 
the magiſtrates of the colony. 
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Tux commiſſioners, having fully heard every thing re- Boox I. 
ſpecting the claims and title to that part of New. England... 


adjourned to Boſton, and there made a report to his ma- 
jeſty, in an ample manner declaring, that the government 
of it belonged to Connecticut. The report, ſo far as it re- 
ſpects this colony, and can reflect light on the ſubject, 
is as followeth. | 

« In humble obedience to your majeſty's commands, 
« we your majeſty's commiſſioners, have ſeriouſly con- 
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1683. 


Report 


« ſidered the ſeveral claims before us. We find, that 2 


« your majeſty, by your letters patents, dated at Weſt- ganſet 
« minſter, the three and twentieth of April, in the four- country 


« teenth year of your majeſty's reign, granted to the gov- O 


« ernor and company of Connecticut, and their ſucceſ- 
« ſors, all that part of your dominions in New-England, 
« bounded on the eaſt by Narraganſet-bay, where the 
« ſaid river falls into the ſea, and on the north by the line 
« of the Maſſachuſetts plantation, and on the ſouth by 
te the ſea.” 

« WE have alſo had information, that ſome time after 
« your majeſty's grant, and ſaid patent was ſent to your 
® colony of Connecticut, the ſaid country of the Narra- 
« ganſet was likewiſe, by patent, granted by your majeſ- 
« ty to the governor and company of Rhode-Iſland plan- 
« tation, and is by charter, bounded by a river called 
« Pawcatuck, which, by faid charter, is forever to be 
« accounted and called the Narraganſet river : And this 
« latter grant of your majeſty, to Rhode-Iſland, ſeems to 
© de founded upon advice ſubmitted to by John Win- 
« throp, Efquire, ſaid to be agent for Connecticut colo- 
« ny, and Mr. John Clark, = for Rhode-Iſland ; to 
«* which Connecticut plead, that Mr. Winthrop's agency 
« for them ceaſed, when he had obtained and ſent the 
ie patent to them, and that no ſubmiſhon or act of his 
« could invalidate, or deprive them of any of the benefits 
te graciouſly granted by your majeſty's charter: and that 
% notwithſtanding the ſeeming boundaries, ſet by ſaid ar- 
« ticles, figned by Mr. Winthrop and Mr. Clark, it is in 
«* the ſame articles provided, that the proprietors and in- 
1 habitants of the Narraganſet country ſhould chooſe to 
* which of the two governments to belong, and that they 
5 unanimouſly choſe and ſubjected to the government ob 

cute”? 


Aaa Eh 


« 20g 


1683. 


* 
4 
. 
RY hoe wane — 0 ˖ 


or ought to be called or accounted, the Narraganſet riy. 


your majeſty's right, offer our opinions, that by virtue 
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« Wir humble ſubmiſſion, we cannot ſee any cauſe 
to judge, that the ſaid Pawcatuck river anciently was, 


er. | 
I. „ BEcavsE it lies ſome miles within the Pequot 
country, a nation, till extirpated by the Engliſh, often 
or always at war with the Narraganſets, and to which 
territories the Narraganſets, never pretended.” 
IH. « BECAUSEH Pawcatuck river falls into the ſea ma. 
ny miles weſtward of any part of Narraganſetchay, 
which is the river anciently called Narraganſet river, 
both becauſe it, on the eaſtward, waſhes and bounds the 
whole length of the Narraganſet country ; and for 
that Plimouth colony, which hath now been planted 
near threeſcore years, have ever ſince bounded them- 
ſelves, accordingto the ſenſe and meaning, or limitation 
of their patent, by the ſame bay, called Narraganſct riy- 
er towards the ſouth.” 

« THus after molt ſtrict and impartial enquiry and 
examination, having ſtated, we woſt humbly lay be- 
fore your majeſty the ſeveral original claims and pre- 
tenſions offered to us with reſpect to the propriety both 
of juriſdiction and ſoil, in your majeſty's province or 
Narraganſet country; and, in further obedience to 
your {aid commiſhon, have ſeriouſly weighed and con- 
ſidered all evidences, pleas, proofs, and allegations, &c. 
and with moſt humble ſubmiſſion and reſervation of 


of your ſaid letters patents, granted to Connecticut, 
juriſdiction in, and through the ſaid province, or Nar- 
raganſet country, of right belongs to the colony of Con- 
necticut, and that propriety of ſoil, as derived from 
Mr. Winthrop and Major Atherton, is veſted upon the 
heirs and aſſigns of ſaid Mr. Winthrop, the heirs of 
Thomas Chiſfinch, Eſquire, Major Atherton, Mr. 
Richard Smith, Mr. Simon Lynde, Mr. Eliſha Hutch- 
inſon, Mr. John Saſſin, Mr. Richard Wharton, and 
partners,” | 
« FINALLY, we hold it our duty humbly to inform 
pu majeſty, that ſo long as the pretenſions of the 
hode-Iflanders to the government of the ſaid pro- 
vince continue, it will much diſcourage the ſettlement 
and improvement thereof; it being very improbable, 
that either the aforenamed claimers, or others of like 
reputation and condition, will remove their families 
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cc or expend their eſtates under ſo looſe and weak a gov- Book I. | 
c exnment. — Fit 
« Your majeſty's moſt loyal and obedient ſubjects, 183. | 
« Boſton, Oct. zoth, 1683.” | 
EDWARD CRANFIELD, 
WILLIAM STOUGHTON, 
SAMUEL SHRIMPTON, 
JOHN PYNCHEON, jun. | N 
NATHANIEL SALTONSTALL. 
Coxxxcricur had no ſooner gained their point againſt q 
the claims of his majeſty and Rhode-Iſland, than they | 
were obliged to anſwer to a new antagoniſt. Edward Edward | 
Randolph, Eſquire, on the 3oth of June 1683, had re- 2 
ceived a power of attorney from William and Ann, Duke | +0 | 
and Dutcheſs of Hamilton, and James, Earl of Aran, Duke | 
ſon and heir of William and Ann, and grandſon of James, Hamil- [i 
Marquis of Hamilton, to ſue for and recover their right t90's 1 
and intereſt in lands, iſlands, houſes, and tenements, in 1. 
New-England. He appeared before the commiſſioners, 
at Boſton, and, in the name of the ſaid duke, dutcheſs, 
and earl, claimed the lands, which they ſuppoſed, had 
been granted to their anceſtor, in the deed of 1635. 
This renewed claim, of that tract of country, occa- 
fioned anſwers from the proprietors of the lands, and 
from Connecticut, with ſeveral opinions on the caſe. 
IT may be proper to communicate the ſubſtance of 
theſe to the public. | 
Mx. Saſſin, in November, gave the following anſwer, 
in behalf of the proprietors. 
„Tux ends aimed at and propounded in the king's Mr. Saf- 
charter to the great council of Plimouth was the prop- 2 2 
« agation of the goſpel among the heathen, and the en- 
« largement of his majeſty's empire, by plantation; and 
« whatſoever grants were made by ſaid council, were 
« founded upon thoſe conſiderations ; which being not 
« purſued, rendereth all grants of land void. Qui ſentit 
« commodum, incommodum ſentire debet et onus.* 6 
* And it doth not appear, that his grace, (as other pa- N 
e tentees,) did tranſport any perſon, or plant any colony, vp 
nor uſed any other means, either to inſtruct the na- 
* tives or purchaſe their right in the lands, or appointed 
* any agent to take poſſeſſion, in order to the im- + i098 
© provement of the ſame. But it is probable, that the | $8 
e duke, underſtanding a former patent was granted, by 


—— — 


* He who enjoys the benefit af a grant ought to bear its diſad» 
vantage and burden. WRT" 
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Boox I. « the council of Devon, to the Lords Say and Brook, 

Xe . in and about the year 1631, and purchaſed and 

1683. % improved by the colony of Cönnecticut, might divert 
« him from any procedure therein. The copy of ſaid pa- 
« tent, as we have been informed, when exhibited by 
« John Winthrop, Eſquire, before the king in council, 
« the then Lord Chancellor, Hide declared, the Lords 
« Say and Brook's title to be good and unqueſtionable; 
« and upon that intereſt, we preſume, it was, that Con- 
« necticut made application to his majeſty, and that 
« their charter was granted; the Lords Say and Brook, 
«and partners having expended nine thouſand pounds 
« in ſettlement of the lands ciaimed by his grace ; and 
« had made conſiderable improvements and fortification 
«« upon the lands, in ſeveral places, divers years before 
«© the date of Duke Hamilton's grant. 
* Our preſent gracious ſovereign, &e. hath by his 
« roya! letters manifeſted his approbation of the pur- 
« chaſe, poſſeſſion and improvement of his loyal ſubjects, 
te the proprietors here. The ſaid proprietors have been 
« neceſſarily engaged in a bloody war with the Indians 
« 1n their late rebellion, 

« Wx further humbly offer, that, in regard, that the 
&« copy of the duke's deed, preſented by Mr. Randolph, 
in behalf of his grace, ſeems to have no ſignification 
* of any hand or ſeal affixed to it, nor mention made of 
« any witneſſes, ſaid to be the original inſtrument, (yet 
« affirmed to be a true copy thereof,) it may be preſu- 
« med the ſaid original deed was never completed ac- 
« cording to law.” 
THe governor and council of Connecticut anſwered, 

December 13th, 1683, in the manner fullowing. 

« As to the ſubſtance of the duke 's claim, ſo far at 
eee &« it concerns us, it is preceded, ſome years, by a grant 
l Hong ee from the right honorable, Robert, Earl of Warwick, 
Duke e to the Lord Say and other perſons of honor and credit, 
Hamilton, « March 19th 1631, whereas his grace's deed was made 

« four years after, viz. on the 20th of April, 1635. 

« By virtue of his majeſty's grant to Lords Say, Brook, 

« Kc. they and their aſſigns, our predeceſſors, did, at 
6 their own proper charge, about the year 1634, begin 
« to enter upon the ſaid lands, and ſo have continued 
« ever ſince, in actual poſſeſſion and improvement 
thereof, without challenge or claim from Duke Ham- 
6 ilton : which improvement hath been with great coſt, 


& hazard and labor of his majeſty's ſubjects ; yet by the 


% 
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« bleſſing of God, and his majeſty's grace, hath, in a Book I. 
good meaſure, anſwered the ends of thoſe grants or Lv 
« patents; as the propagating the chriſtian religion, 1683. 
« and the increaſe, and enlargement of his majeſty's 
empire: of all which, his grace, Duke Hamilton, 
« hath, in theſe parts, done nothing that we know of.” 
« Hispreſent majeſty, underſtanding the condition 
« of his ſubjects, in this colony, upon our humble ad- 
« dreſs, April 23d, 1662, was graciouſly pleaſed to grant 
« us a charter, for holding the lands therein granted 
« firm to us and our ſucceſſors forever; and in his let- 
« ters dated April 23d, 1664, ſent to us by his majeſ- 
« ty's honorable commiſſioners, he is pleaſed to call his 
grant a renewing of our charter, which muſt relate to 
« that grant made, by the Earl of Warwick, in the year 
« 1631; for we had no other, before his majeity's grant 
and confirmation aforeſaid. . 
“UNDER theſe ſecurities and encouragements, we 
« laid out our eſtates, labors, &c. and ſuddenly after our 
« firſt ſettling we were engaged in a bloody war, anno 
« 37s with the Pequots, which was exceeding chargea- 
« ble and expenſive to us. Alſo, in the year 1675, a 
great people, who inhabited the Narragarnſet country, 
« roſe up againſt his majeſty's ſubjects, who were plant- 
«ed in theſe parts, flew many of them, burnt their 
C houſes, and deſtroyed their cattle, whereby we were 
engaged in another bloody war, which was the cauſe 
of great expenſe of blood and treaſure, (his grace 
„Duke Hamilton being no partaker with us in any 
* thoſe expenſes, or helper of us therein, ) and by the aſ- 
* ſiſtance of Almighty Gop, and countenance of his ma- 
« jeſty, in both theſe forementioned wars, we overcame 
* our enemies, that roſe up againſt us, without which 
* Mlour grants would have been of little benefit to us. 
« IT 1s required by his majeſty's good laws, as in the 
* twenty-one of King James, 16th, that the duke, and 
* all others, ſhould have ſued out his claims: The rea- 
* ſon of which law, as it is very great, ſo it is pleadable 
on our account; for it being latent unto us, for near 1788 
| fifty years, would prove our ruin, if thereupon our 1 
b property be altered. Had the duke's grace, or his 4 
predeceſſors timeouſly ſet his claim, in competition 1 
with Lord Say's patent, that we had purchaſed, the 1 
people had known how to have applied themſelves; 1 
but after balf a century's ſettlement, as 2foreſaid, we 11309 


Book I. «« hope his majeſty will be pleaſed to ſecure the ſame to 
Wa, © his good ſubjects here. 
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« We deſire, that we may have a more fit opportuni 
« to make a more full anſwer, and to preſent our proofs, 
« Per order of the governor and council, 
* ſigned per me, 
| « JOHN ALLEN, ſecretary,” 
Some years after, ſeveral opinions, by gentlemen learn. 
ed in the law, were given on the caſe, both as it reſpected 
the Duke of Hamilton and the colony of Rhode-Iſland, 
Six Francis Pemberton, having largely ſtated the cafe 
between Connecticut and the Duke of Hamilton, fay;, 
« Marquis Hamilton, nor his heirs, or any deriving from 
« him, have ever had poſſeſſion or laid out any thing 
« upon the premiſes, nor made any claim, in ſaid coun- 
ce try, until the year 1683, which was about forty-eight 
dc years after ſaid grant, the ſaid heir by his attorney, 
cc claimed the ſaid lands, at Boſton, in New-England, 
« which is above ſeventy miles from the premiſes, and in 
te another country.“ 
6 The heir of ſaid Marquis Hamilton, after threeſcon 
« and two years, demands the ſaid premiſes, or a quit 
« rent. I am of the opinion, that the heir of M. H. al. 
ce ter ſuch purchaſesand ſo long quiet enjoyment of then, 
« Kc. ought not to recover any of the lands or ground; 
« or quit-rents out of them. 
« I AM of opinion, that theſe purchaſers, by virtue d 
cc their purchaſes, and ſo long and uninterrupted poſſe 
ec ſion under them, have an undoubted right and title to 
'« theſe grounds and lands, and the buildings and im- 
cc provement of them, and ought not now, after fo mul 
cc money laid out upon them, and ſuch enjoyment d 
cc them, be diſturbed in their poſſeſſion of them.” 
FRANCIS PEMBERTON. 
Mx. Trevor, having ſtated the caſe between Con 
necticut and Rhode-Iſland, gives his opinion to the lord 
of trade and plantations, in the words following, «] al 
« humbly of opinion, that this grant to Rhode-Ifland 
« void in law, becauſe the country of Narraganſet-bf 
« was granted before to Connecticut, and that thereior 
e the government of Narraganſct-bay doth, of right, by 
« long to Connecticut, and not to Rhode-Ifland: * 
« which is humbly ſubmitted to your honor's great p 
«« dom.” « THOMAS TREVOR. 
“ October 28, 1696.” 
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Taz aſpects of Providence upon the colony, this year, Book I. 
were exceedingly gloomy. Beſides the dangers which ww 
threatened them, with reſpeCt to their civil and religious 1683. 
privileges, the people were viſited with great ſickneſs and 
mortality. The inſtances of death among the clergy were 
uncommonly numerous, and many churches were made 

to fit in widow hood. The fruits of the field were alſo 
diminiſhed, and the inhabitants various ways impoveriſhed 

and diſtreſſed. | 

Tas general aſſembly, in October, conſidered the di- 

vine diſpenſations ſo afflictive as to demand their deepeft 
kumiliation. A general faſt was appoinfd, and the 

people called upon to repent and humble themſelves.“ 

CoLoneL Dungan having lately arrived at New-York, Commit- 
the aſſembly, in November, appointed Major Nathan tee tocon- 
Gould, Caprain John Allen, and Mr. William Pitkin, a 3 
committee, to congratulate him upon his arrival at his governer, 
ſeat of government; and to agree with him upon a ſet- and to a- 
tlement of boundaries between the colonies. The com- gree upon 
mittee were inſtructed not to exceed his demands of 28 
twenty miles eaſt of Hudſon's river: To examine his 4. 
powers to treat, and if they were only conditional, to 
treat with him upon the ſame terms. They were di- 
rected to inſiſt upon this, that there was no miſtake with 
relpeCt to the riſe of the line at Memoronock. If they 
ſhould be obliged, to give up juriſdiction at any place, 
they were inſtructed to preſerve property inviolably to the 
proprietors 3 and to inſiſt on the former line, unleſs it 
ſhould, in any place, approach nearer to Hudſon's river 
than the diſtance” of twenty miles. In fine, they were 
required to make his honor ſenſible, that the former line 
vas legal and firm, and that the preſent ſettlement was 
ſolely for the purpoſe of promoting peace and a good cor- 
reſpondence between his majeſty's colony of Connecticut 
and the duke's territories, and their ſucceſſive governors. 


The proclamation is introduced in theſe words, Whereas 
(1M tis evident to all who obſerve the footſteps of Divine Provi- 
lands DENCE, that the diſpenſations of Gon, towards his poor wilder- 
els people have been very ſolemn, awful, and ſpeaking, for many 
years paſt ; and particularly towards ourſelves in this colony, 
his preſent year, by occaſion of general ſickneſs in moſt places, 
ut, d ud more than ordinary mortality in ſome, as alſs exceſſive rains 
* nd floods in ſeveral plantations,ſhortening us in our enjoyments; 
a1 OC Us conſidering alſo the holy hand of Gop, in bereaving ſo many 
)R ' urches and congregations of a ſettled miniſtry, whereby they 
We left, and have been, ſome ofthem, along time, as ſheep with- 
eta ſhepherd, as if the Log intended, for our fins, to quench 
Wc light of our Iſrael,” 
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Book I. 


— 
1683. 
Addreſs & 
Petition to 
bis majeſ 
ty, Charles 
II. 


Agree- 
ment rela- 
tive to the 
boundary 
line be- 
tween 
Connett. 
cut and 
New- 
York. 
Nov. 28. 
1683. 


. 6 moſt end of the eight miles line, being the third men. 
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As the colony had been certified, by letters from hig 
majeſty, of a conſpiracy againſt himſelf and the Duke of 
York, the aſſembly addreſſed him on the ſubject. They 
declared, in the ſtrongeſt terms, their utmoſt abhorrence 
of all plots againſt his royal perſon and government: 
That they prayed for kings and all men, and eſpecially fo 
his majeſty, and all in authority under him : That the 
feared Gop and honored the king. In ſuch ſuppliant 
language as follows, they prayed for the continuance of 
their chartered rights, 

« Mos dread ſovereign, we humbly pray the contin. ' 
te uance of your grace and favor in the full enjoyment of 
« thoſe former privileges and liberties you have, out of 
cc your princely grace and bounty, beſtowed upon us, 
tc in your royal charter, granted this corporation, that 
te our poor beginnings may proſper, under your ſhadow, 
c to the glory of GoD,and the enlargement of your ma- 
66 jeſty's dominions.““ 

Tus committee appointed to agree with Colonel Dun- 
gan, with reſpect to the line of partition between Con- 
necticut and New-York, came to an agreement reſpect- 
ing it, November 28th, 1683. It was agreed, “ That 
te the line ſhould begin at Byram river, where it falleth 
« into the ſound, at a point called Lyon's point, to go as 
ce the ſaid river runneth to the place where the common 
« road, or wading place, over the faid river is; and 
« from the ſaid road or wading place, to go north north- 
ce welt into the country, as far as will be eight Engliſh 
« miles from the foreſaid Lyon's point; and that a line 
« of twelve miles, being meaſured from the ſaid Lyon's 
« point, according to the line or general courſe of the 
« found eaſtward : where the ſaid twelve miles endeth, 
« another line ſhall be run from the ſound, eight miles 
te into the country, north north-weſt, and alſo, that 
« fourth line be run, (that is to ſay,) from the northet- 


te tioned line, which fourth line, with the firſt mentioned 
&« line, ſhall be the bounds where they ſhall fall to run; 
« and that from the eaſtermoſt end of the fourth mei- 
« tioned line, (which is to be twelve miles in length, 
© line parallel to Hudſon's river, in every place twent 
« miles diſtant from Hudſon's river, ſhall be the bounds 
« there, between the ſaid territories or province of New- 
«© York, and the faid colony of Connecticut, ſo far a 


* The number of perſons giving in their liſts, Oct. 1683, #® 
2,735, and the grand liſt was £159,385. 
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Connecticut colony doth extend northwards ; that is Book I. 
« to the ſouth line of the Maſſachuſetts colony: only it. 
« js provided, that in caſe the line from Byram brook's 1683. 
« mouth, north north-weſt eight miles, and the line, 

ti that is then to run twelve miles to the end of the third 

« forementioned line of eight miles, do diminiſh or take 

« away land within twenty miles of Hudſon's river, that 

« then ſo much as is in land diminiſhed of twenty miles 

« of Hudſon's river thereby, ſhall be added out of Con- 

tt neCticut bounds unto the line aforementioned, paral- 

« jel to Hudſon's river, and twenty miles diſtant from it; 

« the addition to be made the whole length of the ſaid 

« parallel line, and in ſuch breadth, as will make up 

« quantity for quantity, what ſhall be diminiſhed as a- 

« foreſaid.“ 45555 

Tux aſſembly, in the ſeſſion of May 1684, approved May 8 
of this agreement, and appointed Major Nathan Gould, 1684. 
Mr. Jehu Burr, and Mr. Jonathan Silleck, to lay out the 

lines according to the ſtipulation. The lines according- 

ly were run, and on the 24th of February 1685, were 

ratified by Governor Dungan and Governor Treat. 

GREAT complaints had been made, in England, againſt Law made 
the colonies for harbouring pirates; and that no laws had againſt pi- 
been made againſt them. A letter had been written to rates July 
the governor and company, by Lyonel Jenkins, Eſquire, 1684. 
complaining of this neglect, and demanding, in his ma- 
jeſty's name, that a law ſhould forthwith be made againſt 
piracy. A ſpecial aſſembly was conſequently called on 
the 5th of July, and a law enaCted againſt it, and a copy 
- it forwarded immediately to his majeſty's ſecretary of 

te. 

AT the election, 1685, Giles Hamlin was choſen into May ,, 
the magiſtracy, in the place of Mr. Topping, who ſeems 168;. 
now to have been dead. 

Tux legiſlature at this ſeſſion addreſſed a letter of con- A letter 
dolence to his majeſty King James II. on the account of to King 
the demiſe of his va bu No Charles II. and congratu- James. 
lating him on his peaceful acceſſion to the throne of his 
anceſtors. They preſented him with the ſtrongeſt aſſu- 

rances of their loyalty and attachment to his royal perſon 

and government. At the ſame time, ſenſible of their 

danger, under a prince of his character, they moſt hum- 

bly beſought him to continue to them their civil and re- 

ligious privileges, and that he would preſerye to them the 
peaccable enjoyment of mo N 


ö 
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| | Book IT. Upon the petition of a number of the inhabitants of 
1 Way Farmington, preſented to the aſſembly in 1673, a com. 
Wi! 1685. mittee was appointed to view Mattatock, and report to 
the aſſembly, whether a plantation might not be made in 
that tract. In May 1674, the committee reported, that 
Mattatock was a place ſufficient to accommodate thirty 
families. Upon this report, a committee was appointed 
to ſettle a plantation there. Sometime after the ſettle. 
ment commenced. The number of ſharers was about 
twenty-eight. May 13th, 1686, they appear to have been 
veſted with town privileges, by the name of Waterbury, 

Ix the laſt years of the reign of King Charles the {cc. 

ond, the rights of the nation were violated, and a great 
number of corporations in England and Wales were ob. 
liged to reſign their charters. Indeed he and his officers 
ſcemed to ſport with the liberty, property, and lives of 
his ſubjects. King James the ſecond began his reign in 
the molt flagrant violation of the laws of his three 
kingdoms, His reign grew more intolerable, from 
year to yeax, until he became the general abhorrence of 
the nation. He proceeded in the ſame lawleſs and cruel 
manner with the colomes, vacating their charters, and 
governing them by the worſt meaſures and the worlt 
men. 

Ix July 1685, a Quo-warranto was ifſued againſt the 
kr governor and company of Connecticut, requiring their 
ly 1685. appearance before him, within eight days of St. Martins, 

to ſhow by what warrant they exerciſed certain powers 
and privileges. 
Special af. THE governor, having received intelligence of the 


fembly meaſures adopted againſt the colony, on the 6th of July 


July 6, 
1636. 


* Several misfortunes attended the plantation which very 
greatly impoveriſhed it, and prevented its population. - In Feb- 
ruary 1691, the town was nearly rained by an inundation. The 
rain fell in great abundance, and the froft came out of the ground 
very ſuddenly, which rendered it uncommonly foft. At the 
ſame time, the river roſe to an unuſual height, over flowed the 
meadows, and ran with ſueh rapidity and violence, that it tore 
away a great part of them, Other parts were covered with carta 
and ſtone ſo as to be greatly damaged. Numbers of the inhabi- 
tants were ſo diſceuraged, that they left the town, and it did not 
recover its former ſtate for ſome years. 

In x712, on the 15th of October, began a great ſickneſs inthe 
town, which continued until the x2th of September 1713, and 
was ſo general that there were ſcarcely a ſufficient number W 
to tend the ſick, and bury the dead. Between twenty and thirty 
perions died of the ſickneſs. Manuſcripts of Mr. Southmaid. 
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1686, called a ſpecial aſſembly, to conſult what might be Book I. 
done for the preſervation of the juſt rights of the colony. Lu 

THE eee after moſt ſerious deliberation, addreſl- 126. 
ed a letter, in the moſt ſuppliant terms, to his majeſty, The at- 
beſeeching him to pardon their faults in government, and 1 "my 
continue them a diſtinct colony, in the full enjoyment of N 
their civil and religious privileges. Eſpecially, they be- juſy 6. 
ſonght him to recal the writ of Quo-warranto, Which 
they heard had been iſſued againſt them, though it had 
not yet arrived. They pleaded the charter which they 
received of his royal brother, and his commendation of 
them, for their loyalty, in his gracious letters, and his aſ- 
ſurances of the continuance of their civil and religious 
rights. They made the {trongeſt profeſſions of loyalty, 
and of their conſtant ſupplications to the SUPREME Ru- 

LER, that he would fave and bleſs his majeſty. 

Ox the 21ſt of July 1686, two writs of Quo-warranto Qno-war- 
were delivered to Governor Treat. They had been rautos ar- 
brought over by Edward Randolph, that indefatigable en- rive July 
emy of the colonies. The time of appearance, before his “ 
majeſty, was paſt before the writs arrived. 

Uro the reception of the writs, and a letter from Special af. 
Richard Normanſel, one of the ſheriſfs of London, the ſembly Ju- 
governor immediately convoked another ſpecial aſſembly, '7 28. 
which met on the 28th of July. The aſſembly appoint- ü 
ed Mr. Whiting to be their agent, to preſent their peti- Mr. Whit- 
tion to the king. He was inſtructed to acquaint his ma- 2 4. 
jeſty with the time of the colony's receiving the Quo- gent. 
warrantos, and of the impoſſibility of its making its ap- 
pearance before his majeſty, at the time appointed: ful- 
ly to repreſent the great injury which the coloniſts would 
ſuſtain, by the ſuſpending their charter rights; and c{- 
pecially by a diviſion of the colony. If Connecticut 
could not be continued a diſtinct government, he was in- 
ſtructed to ſupplicate his majeſty to continue to them 
the enjoyment of their property, their houſes and lands, 
and eſpecially their religious privileges. 

Ox the 28th of December, another writ of Quo-war- 3 
ranto Was ſerved on the governor and company, bearing eee 
date October 23d, requiring their appearance before his rauto Pe- 
majeſty within eight days of the purification of the cemberzg. 
bleſſed Virgin. Though the writs gave no proper time 
for the appearance of the colony, and conſequently no 
ume at all; yet they declared all its chartered rights va- 
cated, upon its not appearing, at time and place. The 
deſign of the king and his corrupt court was to re- unite 
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Boox I. all the colonies to the crown. James the ſecond was an 
WAY obſtinate, cruel tyrant, and a bigoted Roman Catholic ; 


1636, 


Soecial aſ- 
ſembly 
Jan. 265 
1687. 


May 12. 


deſtitute of all the principles af true honor, faith, juſtice 
or humanity. He wantonly trampled on the conſtity. 
tion, laws, and liberties of the nation; and with his min. 
iſters and officers, in an unrighteous and mercileſs man. 
ner, ſhed the blood of his ſubjects, and wreaked his ven- 
geance on all who made the leaſt oppoſition to his lay. 
leſs proceedings. The moſt humble petitions, arguments 
from reaſon, charters, the moſt ſolemn compacts and roy- 
al promiſes, from juſtice, humanity, or any other conſid. 
eration, which a ſubje& could plead, had no weight of 
influence with him. Nearly fifty corporations in Eng. 
land had been deprived of their charters. The city of 
London and the corporation of Bermudas had ſtood trial 
with his majeſty, and their charters had been taken from 
them. The charter of Maſſachuſetts had been vacated, 
and Rhode-lſland had ſubmitted to his majeſty. A gen- 
eral government had been appointed over all New-Eng- 
land, except Connecticut. By the commiſſion, inſtitut- 
ing this general government, Connecticut was totally ex- 
cluded from all juriſdiction in the Narraganſet country 
or king's province.“ 

Tux governor and company of Connecticut, however, 

in theſe diſcouraging circumſtances, ſpared no pains, nor 
omitted any probable means for the preſervation of their 
chartered rights. 
A SPECIAL aſſembly was called, on the 26th of Janu- 
ary 1687, after the reception of the third writ of Quo- 
warranto, to deliberate on the meaſures to be adopted, 
in the then preſent circumſtances of the colony. Little 
more however was done, than to deſire the governor and 
council to tranſact all buſineſs, which they ſhould judge 
neceſſary and expedient, further to be done for the pre 
ervation of their privileges. 

Tux election, in May, proceeded regularly, but the al- 
ſembly did nothing important. Fear and heſitation ap- 


5 
* This general commiſſion was granted, by King James II. ia 
the firſt year of his reign, October 8th, 1685. Joſeph Dudley, 
Eſquire, was appointed preſident of the commiſſioners. On 
28th of May 1686, the preſident iſſued a proclamation, diſcharg* 
ing all the inhabitants of Rhode-Ifland, and the Narraganſct coun- 
try, from all obedience either to Connecticut or Rhode-Ifland; 
and prohibiting all government of either in the king's province: 
At the ſame time, the preſident required the entire ſubmiſſion 
all the inhabitants to the commiſſioners, and the officers whom 
they ſhould appoint. Proclamation on file. 
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pear to have attended the legiſſature. They knew not Boox I. 
what courſe to ſteer, with ſafety, either to themſelves, or C5 
their conſtituents. They, with the colony in general, 1685. 
were in great fear and diſtreſs, leſt, after all their expenſe, Fear and 
hardſhips, and dangers, in ſettling and defending the —_ of 
country, and all their ſelf-denial and ſufferings for the A 
ſake of enjoying the worſhip and ordinances of CHRIST, 
according to the goſpel, they ſhould not only be deprived 
of all their civil aud religious liberties, but even of their 
houſes and lands. There was no ſecurity for any thin 
under a prince like James the ſecond. He had indeed, 
in his letters, promiſed them“ the preſervation of all their 
liberties; yet, without any fault on their part, he was 
arbitrarily wreſting them from their hands. It is diffi- 
cult to conceive, and much more to expreſs, the anxie 
of our venerable anceſtors in this terrible criſis of their 
affairs. 

Ms. WriTING exerted himſelf, in England, to pro- 
cure all the influence, and make all the oppoſition, he 
poſſibly could againft a general governor of the colonies, 
and eſpecially to prevent the ſuſpenſion of the govern- 
ment of Connecticut, according to charter; but he found 
his utmoſt exertions to be in vain. He wrote to the Agent 
governor, January 15th, 1687, that if the governor and Whiting 
council would defend their charter at law, they muſt OT -_ 
ſend over one or more from among themſelves. A ſpe- 1 
cial afſembly was called upon the reception of the agent's Special aſ- 
letter, which convened on the 15th of June, to delibe- ſembly 
rate on the expediency of ſending another agent. The Haafins' 
proſpeQts appeared ſo unfavorable, that it was determined fenging +» 
not to ſend another. Mr. Whiting was thanked for his another 
2 in favor of the colony, and defired to continue agent. 

em. 

Mu. DupLeEr, while preſident of the commiſſioners, 
had written to the governor and company, adviſing them 
to reſign the charter into the hands of his majeſty, and 
8 to uſe his influence in favor of the colony. 

r. Dudley's commiſſion was ſuperſeded by a commiſ- 


*In his letter to Governor Treat, June 26th, 1685, he ſays : 
z As we cannot doubt of the ready and dutiful aſſurances and 
expreſſions of loyalty and obedience, from our good ſubjects 
0 under your government, fince our acceſſion to the crown, fo 
ſhall we, at all times, extend our royal care and protection to 
b them, in the preſervation of their rights, and in the defence 
* and ſecurity of their perſons and eſtates; which we think fit, 
that you fignify unto the inhabitants of that our colony.“ 

er of King James II. on file. | 
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Book I. fon to Sir Edmund Androſs to be governor of New-Eng. 
—◻ land. He arrived at Bolton, on the 19th of December 
| 26087. 1686. The next day, his commiſſion was publiſhed, and 
| | he took on him the adminiſtration of government. Soon 
| . | after his arrival, he wrote to the governor and company, 
1 that he had a commiſſion, from his majeſty, to receie 

|] their charter, if they would reſign it; and he preſſed 
them, in obedience to the king, and as they would giye 
him an opportnnity to ſerve them, to reſign it to his 
pleaſure. At this ſeſſion of the aſſembly, the governor 
received another letter from him, acquainting him, that 
Ti he was ailured, by the advice which he had received ſrom 
(| England, that judgment was, by that time, entered upon 
| the Quo-warranto againſt their charter, and that he foon 
Th expected to receive his majeſty's commands reſpecting 
| them. He urged them, às he repreſented it, that he 
might not be wanting in ſerving their welfare, to accept 

| his majeſty's favor ſo graciouſly offered them, in a pref. 
1 ent compliance and ſurrender. Colonel Dungan alſo 
uſed his influence to perſuade them to reſign, and put 
themſelves under his government. But the colony in- 
ſiſted on their charter rights, and on the promiſe of King 
James, as well as of his royal brother, to defend and ſe- 
cure them in the enjoyment of their privileges and ei- 
tates; and would not ſurrender their charter to cither. 
However, in their petition to the king, in which they 
prayed for the continuance of their chartered rights, they 
deſired, if this could not be obtained, but it ſhould be 
reſolved to put them under another government, that it 
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might be under Sir Edmund's, as the Maſſachuſetts had 10 
been their former correſpondents and confederates, and « 
as they were acquainted with their principles and man- 6 
p ners. 'This was conſtrued into a reſignation, thougl 8 
FI nothing could be further from the deſign of the colony. 
11 Sir Ed- Tae aſſembly met as uſual, in October, and the goV- | 
! 1 mund An- ernment continued according to charter until the lalt of thr 
| # droſs the month. About this time, Sir Edmund, with his ſuit C01 
1 Hure te and more than ſixty regular troops, came to Hartiord, aft 
IF artford : 
„ and de. When the aſſembly were fitting, demanded the charter, ern 
| mands the and declared the government under it to be difſolved. Joh 


charter. The aſſembly were extremely reluctant and flow with 
reſpect to any reſolve to ſurrender the charter, or with 
reſpect to any motion to bring it forth. The tradition 
is, that Governor Treat ſtrongly repreſented the greã 


% 
— 


| 118 IT Letters of Dudley, Androſs, and Dungan, on file. 
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expenſe and hardſuips of the coloniſts, in planting the Book I. 
country, the blood and treaſure which they had. 
expended in defending it, both againſt the ſavages 1687. 

and foreigners ;z to what hardſhips and dangers he him- r 
ſelf had been expoſed for that purpoſe; and that it was ee " 
like giving up his life, now to ſurrender the patent and gates a- 
privileges, ſo dearly bought and ſo long enjoyed. The gaiuſt ſur- 
important affair was debated and kept in ſuſpenſe until 2 * 
the evening, when the charter was brought and laid upon 

the table, where the aſſembly were ſitting. By this time, 

great numbers of people were alicmbled, and men ſuf- 

ficiently bold to enterpriſe whatever might be neceſſary 

or expedient. The lights were inſtantly extinguiſhed, 

and one Captain Wadſworth, of Hartiord, in the molt It is carri- 
filent and ſecret manner, carried off the charter, and ſe- ed off by 
creted it in a large hollow tree, frouting the houte of the Cn 
Honorable Samuel Wyllys, then one of the magiſtrates _ 


of the colony. The people appeared all peaceable and 5 


| orderly. The candles were officiouſly relighted, but the 


patent was gone, and no diſcovery could be made of it, 


| orof the perſon, who had conveyed it away. Sir Ed- 


mund aſſumed the government, and the records of the 
colony were cloſed in the following words. 

« AT a genera] court at Hartford, October 31ſt, 1687, 
« His excellency Sir Edmund Androſs, knight, and cap- 
« tain general and governor of his majeſty's territories 
« and dominions in New-England, by order from his 
« majeſty, James the II. king of England, Scotland, 
France, and Ireland, the 31it of October 1687, took 
« into his hands the government of the colony of Con- 
« necticut, it being, by his majeſty, annexed to Maſſa- 
« chuſetts and other colonies under his excellency's gov- 
* ernment.” 

c FINIS.“ 

Six Edmund appointed officers civil and military, Sir Ed- 
through the colony, according to his pleaſure. He had a mund af- 
council, at firſt, conſiſting of about forty perſons, and —— 
afterwards, of nearly fifty. Four of this number, Gov- eee 
ernor Treat, John Fitz Winthrop, Wait Winthrop, and 
John Allen, Eſquires, were of Connecticut. | 
Sm Edmund began his government, with the moſt 


| flattering profeſſions of his regard to the public ſafety 
| and happineſs. He inſtructed the judges to adminiſter 
| Juſtice, as far as might be conſiſtent with the new regula- 
$ ons, according to the former laws and cuſtoms. It is 


Fever well obſerved, by Governor Hutchinſon, that 
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Boox I. “ Nero concealed his tyrannical diſpoſition more years 
chan Sir Edmund and his creatures did months.“ He 
1687. ſoon laid a reſtraint upon the liberty of the preſs; and 
The op- then one far more grievous upon marriage. This was 
preſſi re prohibited, unleſs bonds were previouſly given with ſure. 
N 6? ties to the ee o Theſe were to be forfeited, in caſe 
Sir Ed- it ſhould afterwards appear, that there was any lawful 
mund An- impediment to the marriage. Magiſtrates only were al. 
droſs. lowed to join people in the bands of wedlock. The goy- 
ernor not only deprived the clergy of the perquiſite from 
marriages, but ſoon ſuſpended the laws for their ſupport, 
and would not ſuffer any perſon to be obliged to pay any 
thing to his miniſter. Nay he menaced the people, that, 
if they reſiſted his will, their meeting houſes ſhould be 
taken from them, and that any perſon who ſhould yire 
two pence to a non-conformilt miniſter ſhould be pun- 
iſhed. 

Tux fees of all officers, under this new adminiſtration, 
were exorbitant. The common fee for the probate of x 
will was fifty ſhillings. The widow and fatherleſs, how 
diſtant ſoever, were obliged to appear at Boſton, to tranſ- 
act all buſineſs relative to the ſettlement of eſtates. 
This was a grievous oppreſſion of the poor people; cſpe- 
cially, of the fatherleſs and widow. 

SIR Edmund, without an afſembly, nay without a ma- 
jority of his council, taxed the people at pleaſure. He 
and Randolph, with four or five others of his creatures, 
who were ſufficiently wicked to join with him, in all tus 
oppreſſive deſigns, managed the affairs of government, a 
they pleaſed. But theſe were but the beginnings of op- 
preſſion and ſorrow. They were ſoon greatly increaſed 

and more extenſively ſpread. 

In 1688, Sir Edmund was made governor of Neu. 
York, as well as of New-England, and the ſame kind af 
government was exerciſed in that department. As the 
charters were now either vacated, ſurrendered, or the 

overnment under them ſuſpended, it was declared, th 
the titles of the coloniſts to their lands were of no value 
Sir Edmund declared, that Indian deeds were no bette 
than « the ſcratch of a bear's paw.” Not the fairch 
purchaſes and moſt ample conveyances from the nativG) 
no dangers, diſburſements nor labors, in cultivating 


* Hutchinſon's Hiſt. Vol. 1. p. 358. EP 

+ The ſame, P. 371. It is ſtrauge, that Mr. Smith, n hls it 
tory of New-York, takes no notice of this, nor gives any accobl 
of Sir Edmund's adminiſtration. | 
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- wilderneſs, and turning it into orchards, gardens, and 
leaſant fields, no grants by charter, nor by legiſlatures 
conſtituted by them, no declarations of preceding kings, 
nor of his then preſent majeſty, promiſing them the quiet 
enjoyment of their houſes and lands, nor fifty or ſixty 
years undiſturbed poſſeſſion, were pleas of any validity or 
conſideration with Sir Edmund and his minions. 'The 
purchaſers and cultivators, after fifty and ſixty years im- 
proyement, were obliged to take out patents for their eſ- 
tates. For theſe, in ſome inſtances, a fee of fifty pounds 
was demanded, Writs of intruſion were iſſued againſt 
perſons of principal character, who would not ſubmit to 
ſuch impoſitions, and their lands were patented to 


| Maſlachuſetts, that « men's titles were not all queſtioned 
« at once. Had this been the caſe, according to the 
e computation then made, all the perſonal eſtate in the 
« colony would not have paid the charge of the new pa- 
| © tents,” + | 

Tk governor, and a ſmall number of his council, in 
the moſt arbitrary manner, fined and impriſoned num- 
bers of the inhabitants of Maſſachuſetts, and denied them 
the benefit of the act of habeas corpus. All town meet- 
ings were prohibited, except one in the Month of May, 
for the election of town officers, to prevent the people 
irom conſulting meaſures for the redreſs of their griev- 
ances. No perſon indeed was ſuffered to go out of the 
country, without leave from the goyernor, leaſt com- 
plaints ſhould be carried to England againſt his admin- 
iſtration. At the ſame time, he ſo well knew the temper 
and yiews of his royal maſter, that he feared little from 
him, even though complaints ſhould be carried over a- 
gainſt him. Hence he and his dependants oppreſſed the 
people, and enriched themſelves without reſtraint. 
| Tux moſt humble petitions were preſented to his ma- 
jelty, from corporations of various deſcriptions, beſeech- 
ing him, that the governor's council might conſiſt of 
none but men of conſiderable property in lands; that 
no act might be paſſed to bind the people, but by a ma- 
Vority of the council; and that he would quiet his good 


Flands,* But, in the reign of James the ſecond, petitions 


? Hutchinſon's Hift. vol. I. p. 359- 

& Sir Edmund, with all his vigilance, could not prevent the 
errying over of complaints againſt him, Mr. Increaſe Mather 
4 cC | 


others. Governor Hutchinſon obſerves, with reſpect to 


ſubzects in the enjoyment of all property in houſes and 
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Book I. ſo reaſonable and juſt could not be heard. The prince, 
at home, and his officers abroad, like greedy harpies, 


1688. 
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preyed upon the people without control. Randolph way 
not aſhamed to make his boaſt, in his letters, with reſpect 
to Governor Androſs and his council, « that they were 
« as arbitrary as the great Turk.” All New-England 
groaned under their oppreſſion. 'The heavieſt ſhare of it, 
however, fell upon the inhabitants of Maſſachuſetts and 
New-Plimouth. ConneCticut had been leſs obnoxiou; 
to government, than Maſlachuſetts, and as it was further 
removed from the ſeat of government, was leſs under the 
notice and influence of thoſe oppreſſors. 

GovERNOR Treat was a father to the people, and felt 
for them, in their diſtreſſed circumſtances. The other 
gentlemen, who were of the council, and had the princi- 
pal management of affairs, in Connecticut, were men of 

rinciple, lovers of juſtice and of their fellow ſubjeQs, 

hey took advantage of Sir Edmund's firſt inſtructions, 
and as far as they poſſibly could, conſiſtently with the 
new regulations, governed the colony according to the 
former laws and cuſtoms. The people were patient and 
peaceable, though in great fear and deſpondency. They 
were no ſtrangers to what was tranſacted in the neigh- 
bouring colonies, and expected ſoon fully to ſhare with 
them, in all their miſeries. It was generally believed, 
that Androſs was a papiſt; that he had employed the In- 
dians to ravage the frontiers, and ſupplied them with am- 
munition; and that he was making preparations to dehv- 
er the country into the hands of the French. All the 
motives to great actions, to induſtry, economy, enter- 
priſe, wealth, and population, were in a manner annihi- 
lated. A general inactivity and languiſhment pervaded 
the whole public body. Liberty, property, and ever 
thing, which ought to be dear to men, every day, gre 
more and more inſecure. The colonies were in a ſtate 0! 
general deſpondency, with reſpect to the reſtoration 0 
their privileges, and the truth of that divine maxim, 
% when the wicked beareth rule the people mourn,” #1 
in 2 ſtriking manner, every where exemplified. 


got on board a ſhip, and ſailed to England, for this very purpos 
and delivered the complainte, which he carried over, ite U 
majeſty's hands, | 
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REVOLUTION in New- England. Connecticut reſume their 
rnment. Addreſs to King William, Troops raiſed 
for the defence of the eaſtern ſettlements in New-Hampſtire 
and the province of Maine. French and Indian war. 
Scbenectady deſtroyed. Connecticut diſpatch a reinforee- 
ment to Albany. Expedition againſt Canada. The land 
army retreats, and the enterpriſe proves unſucceſsful. 
Leiſler's abuſe of Major general Winthrep. The aſſembly 
Connecticut approve the general r conduct. Thanks are 
returned to Mr. Mather, agent Whiting, and Mr. Por- 
ter. Opinions reſpecting the charter, and the legality of 
Connefticut's aſſuming their government. Windham ſet- 
tled. The Mohawk caſtles are ſurpriſed and the country 
alarmed. Connecticut ſend {roops to Albany. Colonel 
Fletcher, governor of New-York, demands the command 
of the militia of Connecticut. The colony petition King 
William on the ſubject. Colonel Fletcher comes to Hart- 
ford, and, in perſon, demands that the legiſlature ſubmit 
the militia to his command, but they refuſe. Captain 
Wadſworth prevents the reading of his commiſſion, and the 
colonel judges it expedient to leave the colony. The caſe of 
Connecticut relative to the militia ſtated. His majeſty de- 
termines in favor of the colony, Committees are appointed 
_— the boundary line between Connecticut and Maſſa- 
chuſetts. General Winthrop returns and receives public 
thanks, Congratulation of the Earl of Bellomont, ap- 
pointed governor of New-York and Maſſachuſetts. Diſ- 
pute with Rhode-Iſland continues. Committee to ſettle the 
boundaries. Expenſes of the war. Vexatious conduct of 
Governor Fletcher. Peace, joy and thankſgiving. 


88 any thing could be more gloomy and 1689. 
diſtreſsful, than the ſtate of public affairs, in Neu- 

England, at the beginning of this year. But in the midſt 

of darkneſs light aroſe. While the people had prayed 

in vain to an earthly monarch, their petitions had been 

more ſucceſsfully preſented to a higher throne. Provi- 

dence wrought gloriouſly for their and the nation's de- 

lrerance. On the 5th of November 1688, the Prince 

of Orange landed at Torbay in England. He immedi- 
ately publiſhed a declaration of his deſign, in viſiting the 1 
ingdom. A copy of this was received at Boſton, by New-Eng- 
one Mr. Winſlow, a gentleman from Virginia, in April land, 


1089, Governor Androſs and his council were ſo alarm- 
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Book I. 
ya arreſted and committed to gaol for bringing a falſe and 


1689, 


Govern- 


ment re- 
aſſumed 
at Con- 
necticut 
May 9, 
1689. 


tants had leſs patience. Stung with paſt injuries, and 


THE HISTORY cn. XI. 
ed with this news, that they ordered Mr. Winſlow to be 


traiterous libel into the country. They alſo iſſued a 
proclamation commanding all the officers and people to 
be in readineſs to prevent the landing of any forces, which 
the Prince of Orange might fend into that part of Amer. 
ica. But the people, who ſighed under their burdens, 
ſecretly wiſhed and prayed for ſucceſs to his glorious un- 
dertaking. The leaders in the countrę determined qui. 
etly to wait the event; but the great body of the inhabi- 


encouraged at the firſt intimations of relief, the fire of 
liberty re-kindled, and the flame, which, for a long time, 
had been ſmothered in their boſoms, burſt forth with ir- 
reſiſtible violence. 

Ox the 18th of April, the inhabitants of Boſton and 
the adjacent towns roſe in arms, made themſelves maſters 
of the caſtle, ſeized Sir Edmund Androfs and his coun- 
ci}, and perſuaded the old governor and council, at Boſ- 
ton, to reſume the government. 

Ox the gth of May 1689, Governor Robert Treat, 
Deputy governor James Biſhop, and the former magil- 
trates, at the deſire of the freemen, reſumed the govern- 
ment of Connecticut. Major general John Winthrop 
was, at the ſame time, choſen into the magiſtracy to 
complete the number appointed by charter. The free- 
men voted, that, for the preſent ſafety of that part of 
New-England called Connecticut, the neceſſity of its cir- 
cumſtances ſo requiring, „they would re-eſtabliſh gov- 
« ernment, as it was before, and at the time, when Sir 
«© Edmund Androſs took it, and ſo have it proceed, a8 it 
« did before that time, according to charter; engag- 
« ing themſelves to ſubmit to it accordingly, until there 
« ſhould be a legal eftabliſhment among them“ 

Tun aſſembly having formed, came to the following 
reſolution : That whereas this court hath been inter- 
« rupted, in the management of the government in this 
« colony of Connecticut, for nineteen months paſt, it 18 
% now enacted, ordered, and declared, that all the Jaws 
« of this colony, made according to charter, and courts 
s conſtituted for the adminiſtration of government, 35 
te they were before the late interruption, ſhall be of f 
« force and virtue, for the future, and until this court 
“ ſhall fee cauſe to make further and other ee 
* according to charter.” The aſſembly then confirmed 
all military officers in their reſpective poſts, and procevd- 
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ed to appoint their civil officers, as had been cuſtomary at Book I. 
the May ſeſſion. OW 
Ir was expected, that it might ſoon be neceſſary to 133 * 
tranſact matters of the higheſt importance, reſpecting the the dowd: 
molt eſſential rights of the colony. The deputies there- ties, 
fore reſolved, that if occaſion ſhould require any thing to 
be acted, reſpecting the charter, the governor ſhould call 
the aſſembly, and not leave the affair with the council. 

Uron the 26th of May, a ſhip arrived at Boſton with 
advice that William and Mary were proclaimed King and 
Queen of England. The joyful news ſoon reached Con- 
necticut. A ſpecial aſſembly was called, which conven- 
ed on the 13th of June. On the ſame day, William and 
Mary, Prince and Princeſs of Orange, were proclaimed 
with great ceremony and joy. Never was there greater 
or more general joy in New-England, than upon the ac- 
ceſhon of William and Mary to the throne of Great- Bri- 
tain, The bands of oppreſſion were now looſed, the 
fears of the people diſſipated, and joy brightened in every 
countenance. 

Tux legiſlature addreſſed his majeſty, in the moſt loyal A ꝗꝗreſs to 
and dutiful manner. They repreſented, that the Lok, his majeſ- 
who ſitteth king upon the e had ſeparated his ene- ty King 
mies from him, as he divided the waters of Jordan before William. 
his choſen people; and that, by the great actions which 

be had performed, in reſcuing the nation from popery 
and deſpotiſm, Gop had begun to ik "4 him, as he 
did Joſhua, in the ſight of all Iſrael. In ſtrong terms, 
they declared, that it was becauſe the Loxp loved his 
people, that he had exalted him to be king over them, to 
execute juſtice and judgment. They moſt humbly pre- 
ſented their grateful acknowledgements to him, for his 
zeal for the welfare of the nation, and for the proteſtant 
intereſt. At the ſame time, they repreſented to his ma- 
jeſty the charter privileges, which they had obtained, and 
the manner in which Sir Edmund Androſs had ſuppreſſ- 
ed their government by charter : 'That they had never 
ſurrendered it, and that there had been no enrolment of 
any ſurrender of it, or act, in law, againſt it: And that to 
avoid the inconveniences of having no government, and 
for their defence againſt their enemies, they had, at the 
defire of the freemen, reſumed the government according 
to their ancient form. They humbly prayed for his ma- 
Jeſty's direCtions, and his gracious confirmation of their 
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Book I. charter rights.“ The court ordered, that Mr. Whitin 
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＋ ſhould preſent their addreſs to his majeſty. 


1689 
Revolu- 
tion at 
New- 
York. 


OK. 10. 


MEaNWHILE a revolution had been made at New. 
York. One Captain Jacob Leiſler had aſſumed the gov- 
ernment of that province, and kept the fort and city in 
behalf of King William. He had written to Connecti- 
cut and ſolicited aſſiſtance in defending the province. 
The aſſembly appointed Major Gould and Captain James 
Fitch to proceed to New-York, and confer with Leif. 
ler and his council relative to the defence of the fron. 
tiers. The committee, with Captain Leiſler, were au- 
thorized to determine the number of men to be employed 
and the meaſures to be adopted for that purpoſe. In 
conſequence of their determination, the governor and 
council diſpatched Captain Bull, with a company, to Al. 


bany, for the defence of that part of the country, and to 


aſſiſt in a treaty with the Five nations, with a view to ſe- 
cure their friendſhip and attachment, as far as poſlible, to 
the Engliſh colonies. ConneCticut alſo ſent a detach- 
ment of men to aſſiſt Captain Leiſler in the defence of 
the fort and city of New-Y ork. 

WHILE the French and Indians were threatening the 
northern frontiers, the eaſtern Indians were carrying on 
their depredations in the eaſtern parts of New-England. 
In September, a ſpecial aſſembly was called on that ac- 
count. Commiſſioners were appointed to conſult with 
the commiſſioners of the other colonies, relative to the 
war in thoſe parts. As it was imagined the Indians 
there had been injured, by Governor Androſs and his of- 
ficers, the commiſſioners were inſtructed to enquire into 
the grounds of the war with them; and if it ſhould ap- 
pear, that they had been injured, to uſe their utmoſt in- 
fluence, that juſtice might be done them, and the country 
quieted in that way. But if they found the war to be jult 
and neceſſary, they were authorized to engage the colo- 
ny's full proportion of men, unleſs it ſhould amount to 
more than two hundred. Two companies were after- 
wards appointed to that ſervice, under the command of 
Captains George Deniſon and Ebenezer Johnſon. 

Ar the ſeſſion in October, it was reſolved, that by rea- 
ſon of the great expenſe of the colony, in defending his 
majeſty's ſubjects, in other parts, it was neceflary tv 
withdraw the aid which they had ſent to New-York. 


has 
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Ar this general court, the law reſpecting the choice of Book I. 
the governors and magiltrates was enacted nearly in the Www 
words in which it now ſtands ; but it inſtituted a mode 1689. 
of nomination different from the preſent. This was to 
be made on the third Tueſday in March annually, and 
the votes were to be carried to Hartford by the conſta- 
bles of the county towns, and on the laſt Tueſday in the 
month were, by them, to be ſorted and counted in the 
council chamber. The nomination was then tranſmitted 
to the ſeveral towns. 
WHILE the revolution delivered the nation from vaſ- 
falage and popery, it involved it in an immediate war 
with France, and the colonies in a French and Indian 
war. A large number of troops and a conſiderable fleet 
were ſent from France, in 1689, with a fpecial view to 
the reduction of New-York. The enterpriſe was fruſ- 
trated by the diſtreſſed condition to which the incurſions 
of the Mohawks had reduced Canada. 
CounT Frontenac, to raiſe the depreſſed ſpirits of the 
Canadians, ſent out ſeveral parties of French and Indians 
againſt the ſettlements in New-York and New-England. 
A detachment of between two and three hundred French 
and Indians, under the command of D' Aillebout, De 
Mantel, and Le Moyn, were diſpatched from Montreal 
againſt the frontiers of New-York. They were furniſh- 
ed with every thing neceſſary for a winter's campaign. 
After a march of two and twenty days, in the dead of 
winter, they reached Schenectady, on Saturday the 8th 
of February 1690. They had been reduced to ſuch 
ſtraits that they had Phone th of ſurrendering themſelves Deſtruc- 
priſoners of war. But their ſcouts, who had been a day ere of 
or two in the village, entirely unſuſpeCted, returned with . 
ſuch accounts of the ſecurity of the inhabitants, as de- 3, 1690. 
termined them to make an attack upon them. They 5 
tound the gates open and unguarded. They entered <a 
them about eleven o'clock, and that they might inveſt | 
every houſe, at the ſame time, they divided into ſmall T 
parties of fix or ſeven men. The inhabitants were in a | 
rege lleep, and unalarmed until the enemy had bro- 1 
en open their doors, and they were on the verge of de- 
ſtruction. Never were a poor people more dreadfully 4 
ſurpriſed. Before they had time to riſe from their beds, 7 
the enemy began the perpetration of the moſt inhuman 1 
barities. No tongue, ſays Colonel Schuyler, in his # 
letter to the colonies, can expreſs the cruelties which ; 
vere committed. The inhabitants were inſtantly ſlain, 
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and the whole village was in flames. Pregnant women 
were ripped open, and their infants caſt into the flames 


or 'daſhed againſt the poſts of the doors. Sixty perſons 


. in the maſlacre, and twenty were captivated. 
The reſt of the inhabitants eſcaped in their ſhirts, in à 


- moſt ſtormy and ſevere night, and through a deep ſnow, 


Deſtruc- 
tion of 
Salmon 


Falls 


whichfell-at the ſame time. Twenty five of the fugitives 
loſt their limbs, in the flight, through the ſharpneſs of the 
froſt, Captain Bull's lieutenant, one of his ſergeants, 
and three other men were killed, and- five captivated, 
The enemy killed all the cattle and horſes, which they 
could find, except about fifty of the beſt horſes, which 
they carried off, loaded with the plunder of the village, 

_ Wren the news of this deſtruQtion reached Albany, 
the next morning, an uniyerſal fear and conſternation 
ſeized the inhabitants. The country became panick 
ſtruck, and many entertained thoughts of deſtroying the 
town and abandoning that part of the country to the ene- 
my. Indeed, the whole province of New-York was in 
deplorable cireumſtances. Lieſler, who had aſſumed the 
government, was a weak, imprudent man, and there was 
a violent oppoſition both to him and his meaſures, eſpe- 
cally at Albany. Government was nearly diſſolved. 
The people would not ſuffer the officers, poſted at Alba- 
ny and Schenectady, to keep a regular watch, or to main- 
tain any kind of military order. Captain Bull had re- 


-monſtrated againſt their conduct, and threatened to with- 


draw his troops, unleſs they would ſubmit to order. The 
bad weather only had prevented him from withdrawing 
the detachment from Schenectady. The people had 
been warned of their danger, and that an expedition had 
been undertaken by the enemy againſt that part of the 
country; but they imagined, that it was impracticable 
for any men to march hundreds of miles, with their arms 
and proviſions, through the ſnow, in the depth of winter. 
This infatuation and diſorder was the occaſion of their 
deſtruction.ſ f. 5 WE | 

A $ECOND party of the enemy, which Count Fron« 


tenac had detached from the three rivers, under the com- 


mand of the Sieur Hartel, an officer of diſtinguiſhed char- 
after in Canada, on the 18th of March, fell upon Sal. 


March 18, mon Falls. This was a plantation on the river which 


1690. 


divides New-Hampſhire from the province of Maine. 
This party conſiſted of about fifty men, nearly half In- 


I done! Schuyler's and Captain Bull's letters on file. 
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dans. They commenced the attack, at break of day, in Book I. 
three different places. Though the people were furpri- Ly 
ſed, yet they flew to their arms and defended themſelves 1690. 
with a bravery which even their enemies applauded. 
Bat they were finally overpowered by numbers, and the 
whole fettlement was pillaged and burned. Six and 
thirty men. wete killed, and fifty four, principally women 
and children, carned into captivity. 

\Trzse depredations filled the country with fear and 
alarm. The moſt preſling letters were fent to Connec- 
zicut for immediate aſſiſtance. A fpeciat affembly was Special af- 
called on the r1th of April. Letters were laid before ſembly, 
the aſſembiy, from Maſſachuſetts, ſoliciting, that ſoldiers April 
might be fent from Connecticut to guard the upper towns 11th. 
upon Connecticut river; and that there might be a gen- 
eral meeting of commiſhoners from the ſeveral colonies, 
at Rhode · land, to coafult the common defence. There 
were alſo letters from Captain Liefler, at New-York, 
and from Colonel Schuyler and other principal gentlemen, 
xt Albany, urging, that Captain Bull and the ſoldiers 
there: might be continued, and that reinforcements might 
be forwarded: for the defence of that place and the adja- 
cent country. It was alſo urged, that Connecticut 8 
would unite with the other colomes, in raiſing an army 
for the reduction of Canada. 

Tax affembly determined, that there was a neceſſity Reinforce. 
of their utmoſt exertions to prevent the ſettlement of the ment ſent 
French at Albany. It was reſolved, that two companies, to Albauy. 
of a hundred men each, ſhould be raiſed and ſent for- 
ward for that purpoſe. The colony alſo gave aſſiſtance 
u the frontier towns of Maſſachuſetts upon the river. 

Foa the defence of Connecticut, it was ordered, that Proviſion 
xconſtant watch ſhould be kept in the ſeveral towns, and oe the 
that all the males in the colony, except the aged and in- fe J of 
firm, ſhauld. keep watch in their turns. If the aged and ny. 
inf were more than fifty pounds in the liſt, they were 
obliged: to procure a man, in their turns, to watch and 
guard in their ſtead. 

* TROUGH the colony had received no inſtructions from Court of 
King William, confirming their charter, or directing the election. 
mode of government, yet at the general election, the May 8th. 
freemen proceeded, as had been uſual, toithe choice of 
their Robert Treat, Eſquire, was re- choſen 


„and James Biſhop, Eſquire, deputy governor. 
Wyle, Nathan rn William Jones, John 
d d | 
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Book I. Allen, Andrew Leet, James Fitch; Samuel Maſon, Sam- 


L ucl Talcott, John Burr, William Pitkin, Nathaniel Stan- 


1690 ley, and Daniel Witherel, Eſquires, were choſen magiſ- 
Weeds 107255 NV * 1 

Glaſten- AT'this ſeſſion of the aſſembly, that part of Wetherf.. 

bury made field, which lay on the caſt fide of Connecticut river, was 

a diſtinct made a diſtinct town, by the name of Glaſtenbury. _ 

EW Tar propoſed meeting of commiſſioners was holden 

at New-Y ork, inſtead of Rhode-lfland, on the © 1ſt of 

May, 1690. The commiſſioners. from Connecticut were 

- Nathan Gould and William Pitkin, Eſquires. It appears, 

that, at this meeting, the commiſſioners conceived the 

plwkhan of an expedition againſt Canada. They ordered, 

that eight hundred and fifty men ſhould be raiſed for that 

purpoſe. The quotas of the ſeveral colonies were fixed, 

and general rules adopted, for the management of the ar- 

my. | A ſmall veſſel was ſent expreſs to England, the be- 

ginning of April, carrying a repreſentation of the ex- 

poſed-itate of the colonies and of the neceſſity of the re- 

duCtion of Canada. A prayer was alſo ſent to his ma- 

jeſty, for a ſupply of arms, ammunition, and a number 

of frigates to attack the enemy by water, while the colo- 

mal troops made an invaſion by land. But the affairs of 

the nation were ſuch; at that time, that no aſſiſtance 

could be given to the colonies. New-York and the New- 

England colonies, however, determined to proſecute their 

original plan of attacking Canada. It was propoſed, with 

- about eight or nine hundred Engliſhmen, and five or fix 


hundred Indians, to make an attack upon Montreal,+ 


while a fleet and army, of eighteen hundred or two thou- 
ſand men, were to. proceed up St. Lawrence, and, at the 
ſame time, make an attack upon Quebec. It was hoped, 


by this means, ſo to diſtract and divide the enemy, that 
the whole country might be reduced to his majeſty's gov- 


ernment. It was expected, that a powerful aſſiſtance 
would be given by the Five nations, who had, but a few 
years before; ſo. exceedingly haraſſed and diſtreſſed the 
whole French colony. Jacob Milborn, ſon in law to 
Lieſler, was.commillary, and it was expected, that New- 


York would furniſh proviſions, and make preparations 


for the army to paſs the waters to Montreal. 
| General _Jotn-WixTnRoe, Eſquire, was appointed major gen- 
Winthrop eral and commander in chief of the land army. He arrt- 


arrives ng 


+ Determinationof the commiſſioners, at NewYork, and Co- 


lonel Schuyler's letter on file, 


£. cn 


BD my 


Or.“ XVI. OF CONNEC TIC UT. 403 


ved, with the troops under his command, near the falls Book I. 
at the head of Wood Creek, carly in the month of Au-... 
guſt. - About the ſame time, the fleet ſailed fron: Nan- 1690. 
taſket for Quebec. It conſiſted of between thirty and with the 
forty veſſels great and ſmall. The largeſt carried 44 guns 1 
and two hundred men. Sir William Phips, governor of Seek . 
Maſſachuſetts, had the chief command. The flect had a 

long paſſage, and did not arrive before Quebec, until the 

5th of October. h 5 ot 
WnꝑnEN the land army arrived at the place appointed 

for the rendezvous of the Indians, from the Five nations, 

inſtead of finding that powerful body, which they expect- 

ed, and which the Indians had promiſed, there were no 

more than ſeventy warriors, from the Mohawks and O- 

neydas. A meſſenger was ſent to the other nations to 

know what they deſigned 3 whether they would join the 

army and go forward or not. The meſſenger returned 

and reported, that they wiſhed for ſome delay; and they 

never came on to join the army. When the general had 

advanced about an hundred miles, he. found that there 

were not canoes provided ſufficient to tranſport one half 

of the-Engliſh ſoldiers acrofs the lake. Upon repreſent- 

ing to the Indians, that the army could not paſs into Can- 

ada, without a much greater number of canoes, they re- 

plied, that it was then too late in the ſeaſon to make ca- 

noes, as the bark would not peel. In ſhort, they artfully 

evaded every propoſal, Which the council of war made 

for the ſervice z and finally told the general and his offi- 

cers, that they looked too high, and adviſed them only to 

attack Chambly and the out ſettlements on this fide of 

dt, Lawrence. There was another inſuperable diffi- 

culty aroſe. Milborn, commiſlary of the army, had not 

made a ſufficient proviſion for the carrying on and ſup- 

plying of proviſions for the army, ſo that it was neceſſita- 

ted to retreat to Albany for ſubſiſtence. This was de- . 
termined by a council of war. At the ſame time, about a Tore. 
hundred and forty of the ſprightlieſt young men, Engliſh 

and Indians, were diſpatched into Canada, to make all 

the diverſion poſſible in favor of the fleet. However the Means of 
retreat of the army and the late arrival of the armament defcating 
before Quebec defeated the expedition. E 


1 P l . ; iſt * 
Cour Frontenac, who had advanced with all his * 


force to Montreal, to defend the country againſt the ar- 
| : 4 W 1 1 1 i 


. Propoſals made to the Indians and their anſwers; with Cola- 
vel Schuyler's and the recorder of Albany's letter, on file, 6 
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my advancing towards the lake, no ſooner received intel- 


1690. 


turned, with all peſhible diſpateh, to Quebec. Though 


but two or three days before Sir William Phips arrived, 


before the town, there were not more. than 20a French. 


men in tha city, and, according to their awn hiſtorians, 


it would have ſurrendered upon the firſt ſumwons, yet 


aſterwards the count was able to employ his whole force 
in its defence. 05 

Qn the ah of Oc ober, the troops landed and advan- 
eed towards the town. The ſhips, the next day, were 
drawn up before it, and cannenaded it with all their 


jarce; but they were not able to do any great injury to 


Leiſler's 
madneſs 
and abuſe 
of Gene- 
ral Wine 
throp. 


the town, while they were conſiderably damaged by the 
enemy's fire from their batteries. On the 11th, the 
troops were re-embarked. | Though they had advanced 
and maintained their ground with ſpirit, yet they receiv- 
ed ſuch accounts of the ſtrength of the enemy, as very 
much diſcouraged them. 80on after, tempeſtuous 
weather came on, the ſhips were driven from their an- 
chors, and the whole fleet ſrattered. Thus, for want of 
a ſufficĩent preparation for the advancing of the land ar- 
my, and in conſequence of the too late ſailing of the fect, 
an otherwiſe well concerted plan was defeated. 
Tuoven General Winthrop had acted in perfect con- 
formity ta the agreement of the commiſſioners, at New- 
York, and to the inſtructions which had been given him, 
and though he had retreated and taken all his meaſures 
by the advice of his officers, in repeated coungus of war, 


yet Liefler, Milborn, and their party, were filled with 


the utwoſt rage and madneſs at che retreat, It was ox- 
dained by the commiſſoncra, that in all matters of great 
importance, the general ſhould:be governed by a, council 


of war, conſiſting of himſelſ and his officers z and Lieſſer 


was the firſt ſigner to the inſtructions: and orders given. 
It was impoſſible to paſs the lake without boats and ca- 


noes. It would have been madneſs to haze cxoſſed it, if 
- - the means and exertions in their power, they could not 


He is reſ- 
cued by 


ocure. proviſions for the army on this: fide of the lake. 
ieſler however tock the advantage of the general, after 


the army had eroſſed Hudſon's, river, and lay encamped 
on. this ſide of it, to arreſt and confine him, that he might 


try him by a court martial of his own pom He 
was ſome days under the arreſt. t when he was 
brought upon trial, the Mohawks, who were in the camf: 
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croſſed the river and brought him off, with great triumph, Book I. 
and to the univerſal joy of the army. Lieiler, Milborn, Ga I 
and their party, were ſo enraged with ſome of the prin- 1690. 
cipal gentlemen in Albany, who were of the general's we _ | 
council, that they were obliged to flee to Connecticut for | 
ſafety. Mr. Livingſton and others refided ſome time at 9 
Hartford. Lieſler confined the commiſſary of the Con- | 
netticut troops, ſo that the army ſuffered for want of his 
aſſiſtance. e ITT 
Tuis was viewed, by Connecticut, as an entirely law- 
leſs proceeding; not only highly injurious to General 
Winthrop and the colony, but to all New-England. The 
r and council remonſtrated againſt his conduct, The gov- 
and demanded the releaſe of General Winthrop and their — —pay 
commiſſary. They certified him, that it belonged not to remon- 
him to judge of the general's conduct, but to the colonies ſtrate a- 
in general; that it was inconſiſtent with the very in- Fainſt, 
ſtruckions which he had ſubſcribed with his own hand; — wh 
and that if he proceeded in his unprecedented and vio- : 
lent meaſures, they would leave him and New-York to 
themſelves, without any further aid from Connecticut, 
let the conſequences be what they might.“ They ob- 
ſerved, that he needed friends and aſſiſtance, but was 
purſuing meaſures not only to make the powerful friends 
of General Winthrop, but all New-England, his enemies; 
and that the character of the general was too good, and 
too well known, to be drawn into queſtion or diſrepute 
by his conduct towards him. 
AT the general court, in October, a narrative of the Od. gth. 
conduct of the general was exhibited, atteſted by the of- 
icers of the army and by numbers of the principal gen- 
emen of Albany. Atteſted anſwers of the Indians to 
the ſeveral councils of war, with ſuch other evidence as 
the aſſembly judged proper to examine, were heard. 
Upon a full examination of the affair, the aſſembly refol- 
ved: « That the general's conduct, in the expedition, -——— x 
* had been with good fidelity to his majeſty's intereſt, throp's 
© and that his confinement, at Albany, on the account conduct 1 
© thereof, deſerved a timely vindication, as being very approved. 1 
« injurious and diſhonorable to himſelf and the colonies N | 
* of New-England, at whoſe inſtance he undertook that 1 4 
* difficult ſervice.” The court appointed twoof the ma- 9 | 
— — | | 


diſtrates in their name, „ To thank the general for his 
good ſervice to their majeſties and to this colony, and 


— 
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Bock I. „ aſſure him, that, on all ſeaſonable occaſions, they would 
[ be ready to manifeſt their good ſentiments of his fidel- 
„ ity, valor and prudence.” The affembly made him 


1690, 


were re- electe. 
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a grant of forty pounds, as a preſent, which they deſired 
him to accept, as a further teſtimonial of their entire ap. 
probation of his ſervices. ee eee 

 Bes1Drs the troops employed in the expedition againſt 
Canada, Connecticut maintained a company upon the 
river, for the defence of the towns in the county of 
Hampſhire. Upon an alarm in the winter, the governor 
and council diſpatched a company to Deerheld, for the 
protection of that and the neighbouring towns. 


AT the election, May 1691, all the former officer; 


O the account of the death of the deputy governor, 
James Biſhop, Eſquire, f a ſpecial aſſembly was convened, 
on the 9th of July 1691; when William Jones, Eſquire, 
was choſen deputy governor, and Captain Caleb Stanley 
magiſtrate. bi | 
Tn Reverend Increaſe Mather, of Boſton, was 2 molt 
faithful friend to the liberties of his country ; and though 
he was agent for the Maſſachuſetts, yet he was indefati- 
gable in his labors, and, as opportunity prefented, per- 
formed eſſential ſervices for the other colonies. At the 
acceſſion of William and Mary he had prevented the bull 
for eſtabliſhing the former governors of New-England. 
He had united all his influence with Mr. Whiting for the 
benefit of Connecticut. One Mr. James Porter, who 
was in London, had been very ſerviceable to the colony. 
The aſſembly therefore ordered, that a letter of thanks 
ſhould be addreſſed to thoſe gentlemen, for the good {cr- 
vices which they had rendered the colony. They were 
alſo deſired to uſe their influence to obtain, from his ma- 


- 


— 


- + Records of the colony. | 

I James Biſhop, Eſquire, died June 22d, 1691. He appears to 
have been a gentlemay of good ability and diſtipguiſhed moral. 
The time of his coming over to America is uncertain. His firſt 
appearance, upon the public records, was about the year 1646. 
In 1661, he was choſen ſecretary of the colony of New-Haven 5. 
in which office he continued until the union of the colonies 
Connecticut aud Ncw-Haven. In May 1668, he was choſen on 
of the magiſtrates of Connecticut, in which office he continue 
until May rcth, 1683, when he was elected deputy govern” 
To this office he was annually re-elected until his death. uy 
family has continued reſpectable to the preſent time. ne. 
Biſhop, Eſquire, chief judge of the court of common pleat, bis 
the county of New-Haven, and Mayor of the city, is one 9 
deſcendants. | 
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jeſty, a letter approving of their adminiſtration, of gov- Book I. 
ernment, according to charter, as legal; and expreſſing 
his determination to protect them in the enjoyment. of 1691. 
theit civil and religious privileges. 5 
Tux violation of the charters, in England, had been 
declared illegal and arbitrary. The charter of the city of 
London, and thoſe of other corporations, in Great-Brit- 
ain, had been reſtored. The caſe of Connecticut, reſpec- 
ting their charter, had been ſtated, and the opinions of 
gentlemen, learned in the law, had been given relative to 
the legality of the government aſſumed by the colony. 
They are thus expreſſed. bra | 7 
„ Quxkr, Whether the charter belonging to Connec- Opinions 
« ticut, in New-England, is, by means of their involun- relative to 
« tary ſubmiſfion to Sir Edmund Androſs's government, — joan 
« void in law, ſo as that the king may ſend a governor to Connec- 
« them, contrary to their charter privileges, when there ticut. 
« has been no judgment entered againſt their charter, no 
« any ſurrender thereof upon record?“ | 

« I aM of opinion, that ſuch ſubmiſſion, as is put, in 
« this caſe, doth not invalidate the charter, or any of the 
e powers therein, which were granted under the great 
« feal z and that the charter not being ſurrendered un- 
« der the common ſeal, and that ſurrender duly enrolled, 
« of record, nor any judgment of record entered againſt 
«it, the ſame remains good and valid in law; and the 
« faid corporation may lawfully execute the powers and 
* privileges thereby granted, notwithſtanding ſuch ſub- 
« miſhon, and appointment of a governor as aforeſaid. 


j 


8 781 EDWARD WARD. 

| « 2nd. Auguſt 1690.” N 115 
e « I ax of the ſame opinion. J. SOMERS. 
bo « I am of the ſame opinion; and as this matter is 

ſtated there is no ground of doubt. 
Fo 7: of „% GEO. TREBY.” 
- Tar people at the eaſtward, in New-Hampſhire and the Diſtreſſed 
ir province of Maine, had been extremely diſtreſſed by the circum- 
546. war, and a very great proportion of them driven from N 15 
en; their ſettlements. It had alſo been found exceedingly wi 2 

difficult to perſuade men to keep garriſon for the de- ple. 
zued fence of that part of the country. The general court Cn, pu- 
nor. of Connecticut, therefore, appointed a contribution, tion for 
= through the colony, for the encouragement of the ſol- their re- 
. for aers, who ſhould keep garriſon there, and for the relief lief. 


f his ot poor families, which had kept their ſtations, or been 
wen from them by the ravages of the enemy. The 
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Boox I. elergy were directed to exhort the people to liberal con- 
aibutions for theſe charitable purpoſes. TT 
1692. Ax the election, May 1692, William Jones, Eſquire, 
Court of was choſen deputy governor by the freemen. Mr. Caleb 
3 Stanley and Mr. Notes Mansfield were chofen magiſ- 
* trates. Governor Winthrop and the other magiſtrates 
were the fame they had been the year before. 
The Tux French, the laſt year, while the troops were em- 
French ployed in the expedition againſt Canada, made a deſcent 
make a upon Block-Ifland, plundered the houſes, and captivated 
— moſt of the inhabitants. This greatly alarmed the peo. 
Block In. ple of New-London, Stonington, and Saybrook. De. 
and. tachments of the militia were ſent to the ſeaport towns 
| for their defence. The aſſembly therefore, about this 
time ordered, that New-London fhould be fortified; and 
that the fortifications at Saybrook ſhould be repaired. 
"Fax country had been alarmed with reports, that 2 
large body of French and Indians were about to croſs the 
lakes and come down upon the frontiers. Conſequently 
it was ordered, that ſcouts, from the ſeveral counties 
mould range the country, and make diſcovery of the ene- 
my as they made their approach. Officers were alſo ap- 
ointed to command fuch parts of the militia as it might 
be neceſſary to detach, in cafe of an invaſion. 
Scttle- Uro the 29th of February 1675, Joſhua, ſachem of 
ment of the Mohcagans, fon of Uncas, by his laft will, gave unto 
the town Captain John Maſon, James Fitch, and others, to the 
of Wind. number of fourteen, commonly called Joſhua's legaters, 
ham MY the tract containing the towu of Windham. It vs, 
93. the next year, furve yed and laid out into diſtinct lots. In 
May 1692, it was veſted with town privileges. By Joſh- 
ua's will, the lands in the town of Mansfield, no leſs than 
_ thoſe in Windham, were given. The ſettlements, at 
both places, commenced about 1686, nearly at the fame 
time. Canterbury originally belonged to the town of 
Windham, though it was ſome years after made a dit- 
tinct town. The townfhip of Windham compriſes a hue 
tract of land, nearly ten miles fquare. Its ſituation 13 
eaſant, and it is now one of the principal towns in the 
Kate.” BH | 


+ The number of perſons; this year, ratable in the: colony w 
3,169, and the grand lit 183, 139. 
Ma. John Cates, one of the firſt planters a gentleman from 
England, who died July 16th, 1697, by his laſt will, gave 2 Aa 
ous legacy, in plate, to the church. He alfo gave two hundre 
2eres of fand for the uſe of a fchool, and two hundred mare 
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CounT Frontenac, finding that he could not, with Book I. 
all his arts, accompliſh a peace with the five nations, le 
termined on the deſtruction of the Mohawks, who, of all 1603. 
the Indians, had been by far the moſt deſtructive to the Enterpriſe 
ſettlements in Canada. He collected an army of fix or e * 
ſeven hundred French and Indians, and, having ſupplied — — 
them with every thing neceſſary for a winter campaign, 
ſent them againſt the Mohawk caſtles. They began 
their march from Montreal, on the 15th of January 
1693, After ſuffering incredible hardſhips, they fe!l in 
with the firſt Mohawk caſtle, about the 6th of February. 

The Mohawks were entirely ſecure, not having the leaſt 
intimation of their approach. The enemy took about 
four or five men at this caſtle, and proceeded to the 
ſecond. At this they were equally ſucceſsful. A great 
part of the inhabitants were at Schenectady, and the reſt 
were perfectly ſecure. When they advanced to the 
third caſtle, they found about forty warriors, collected at 
a war dance, as they deſigned the next day to go upon an 
enterpriſe againſt their enemies. A conflict enſued in 
which the French, after loſing about thirty men, were 
victorious, and the third caſtle was taken. The 
French, in this deſcent, captivated nearly three hundred 
of the allied Indians, principally women and children. 
The brave Colonel Schuyler, of Albany, at the head of a 
party of volunteers, of about two hundred Engliſh and 
Dutch, purſued them. On the 15th of February, he was 
joined with about three hundred Indians, and with this 
force he fell in with the enemy, whom he found in a for- 
tified camp. They made three ſucceſſive ſallies upon the 
colonel, and were as often repulſed. He kept his ground, 
waiting for proviſions and a reinforcement from Albany. 
Meanwhile the enemy, taking advantage of a ſevere ſnow 
ſtorm, on the night of the 18th, marched off for Canada, 
The next day, Captain Sims, with eighty regular troops, 
arived with proviſions for the army, and the day fol- 
lowing, the colonel reſumed the purſuit. The French, 
however, luckily finding 2 cake of ice acroſs the north 
branch of Hudſon's river, made their eſcape. Never- 
theleſs they were ſo preſſed that they ſuffered moſt of 
their captives to eſcape. They all except nine or ten re- 
turned, Colonel Schuyler loſt eight of his party, fous 


for the uſe of the poor of the town forever. Windhani was 
made a county town in May 1726, the grand liſt, in 1768, was 
&z0,000 and the —_— of inhabitants 34500» 
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Boox I. Chriſtians and four Indians. He had fourteen wounded, 
According to the report of the captives, the enemy loſt 
1093. forty men, three of whom were French officers, and two 
were Indian leaders; and they had thirty wounded. 
The Indians found about thirty corpſes of the enemp, 
whom they ſcalped, and afterwards roaſted and ate them, 
as they were exceedingly pinched for want of proviſions,* 
WHILE theſe affairs were tranſacting, diſpatches were 
ſent to Connecticut acquainting Governor Treat, that 
the French had invaded his majeſty's territories and 
taken the fortreſſes of his allies. A demand was made 
of two hundred men, complete in their arms, to march 
forthwith to Albany. ; 
Epecial a- A SPECIAL aſſembly was called on the 21ſt of Februa 
ſembl7 1693, and it was ordered, that one hundred and fifty 
Fob. 1ſt. men ſhould be ſent immediately to Albany, or any other 
place where the governor ſhould judge to be moſt for his 
majeſty's intereſt. Fifty of the troops marched for Al- 
bany, the next day. 
SCARCELY had the aſſembly diſperſed before another 
expreſs arrived, from Sir William Phips, requiring a 
corps of a hundred Engliſh men and fifty Indians, to aſ- 
fiſt in the defence of the eaſtern ſettlements, in the proy- 
ance of Maine and Maſſachuſetts. On the 6th of March 
Special af- another ſpecial aſſembly was convened, and the legiſla- 
ſembly ture granted a captain's company of fixty Engliſh men 
March and about forty Indians, under the command of Captain 
et. William Whiting. 

Major General Fitz John Winthrop was choſen mag- 
iſtrate at the election, which was the only alteration made 
among the magiſtrates this year. 

Tre general court ordered a letter to be addreſſed to 

the governor of Maſſachuſetts, fonce more defiring him 
and that colony amicably to join with Connecticut in 
running the partition line between the two colonies. 
William Pitkin, Eſquire, Mr. Samuel Cheſter, and Cap- 
tain William Whiting were appointed a committee to run 
the line. They had inſtructions to begin, according to 
the expreſs words of the patent of Maſſachuſetts, three 
miles ſouth of every part of Charles river, and thence to 
run to the weſtermoſt bounds of Symſbury. 
Colonel CoLoNEL Benjamin Fletcher, governor of New Lork, 
Fletcher who had arrived at the ſeat of his government, Augult 
challenges 29th 1692, had received a commiſſion entirely inconſiſt- 


Election 
May 11th. 


Governor Fletcher's letter, oa file. 


appointed a petition to be draughted, to be preſented to his majef- 


_ eral Fitz John Winthrop was appointed agent to preſent appoint 
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ent with the charter rights and ſafety of the colonies. Boox J. 
He was veſted with plenary powers of commanding the 
whole militia of Connecticut and the neighbouring prov- 159 3- 
inces. He inſiſted on the command of the militia of the com: 
Connecticut. As this was expreſsly given ts the colony, eager 
by charter, the legiſlature would not ſubmit to his requi- tia. 
ſition. They, however, judged it expedient to refer it The lagif- 
to the freemen, whether they would addreſs a petition to lature re- 
his majeity praying for the continuance of the militia in cat the 
the power of the colony, according to their charter, and militia to 
for the continuance and preſervation of all their char- his com- 
tered rights and privileges. There were 2,180 perſons mand. 

or ſuffrages for addreſſing his majeſty, and the freemen 

declared, that they would bear their proportionable 

charge with the reſt of the colony, in proſecuting the 

affair to a final iſſue, 


AT a ſpecial aſſembly, September iſt 1693, the court petition 


his majeſty King William, on the ſubject. Major Gen- ty, and 


the petition, and employ his beſt endeavours for the *" NANG 
confirmation of all the chartered privileges of the colony. 

He was deſired, as ſoon as poſſible, to take his paſſage 

to England, and upon his arrival there, to lay the buſi- 

neſs, as expeditiouſly as might be, before his majeſty, and 
proſecute the affair to an iſſue with all convenient 
diſpatch. | 

He was inſtruct. d to make a full repreſentation of the Inftruc- 

great hardſhips, expenſe, and dangers of the inhabitants, tions to 
in planting and defending the colony; and that theſe the agent. 
had been borne wholly by themſelves, without any af- 

ſiſtance from the parent country : 'That it would endan- 
ger and ruin the colony, if the militia ſhould be taken 

rom it, and commanded by {ſtrangers at the diſtance of 
New-York and Boſton : 'That it would wholly incapaci- 

tate them to defend themſelves, their wives, and children : 

That before they could obtain inſtructions, from ſuch a 

diſtance, upon any ſudden emergency, the colony might 

be depopulated and ruined : That a ſtranger, at a diſ- 

tance, might not agree with the governor and council 

in employing the militia for the defence of the property, 

lives, and liberties of the ſubjects ; and that the life and 

ſupport of the laws, and the very exiſtence of their civil | 
conſtitution depended on the militia. He was alfo in- 4 
ſtructed further to repreſent the ſtate of the militiaof Con- 74 
necticut, with reſpect to its difference from that of the 1 


412 
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Book I. militia of England : That from the ſcattered ſtate and 
CA ſmall number of the inhabitants, it had been necefſary, 


1693. 


that all males, from ſixteen years of age, ſhould belong 
to the militia, and be made ſoldiers, ſo that if the mili- 


tia were taken from the colony, there would be none left 


but magiſtrates, miniſters, phyſicians, aged and infirm 
people, to defend their extenſive ſea coaſts and frontiers 
and that giving the command of the militia to the goy. 
ernor of another colony was, in effect, to put their per- 
ſons, intereſts, and liberties entirely into his power. The 
agent was alſo directed to repreſent the entire ſatisfaction 
of the colony with the preſent government, and the great 
advantages reſulting from it: That giving the command 
of the militia to the governor of another province would 
exceedingly endanger, if not entirely deſtroy, that gen- 
eral contentment, and all the advantages thence ariſing to 
his majeſty and his ſubjects: That out of three thouſand 
freemen, in the colony, two thouſand and two hundred 
actually met and gave their fuffrages for the preſent ad- 
drefs, and that the greateſt part of the other eight hun- 
dred were for it, but were, by their particular occaſions, 
prevented from attending at the reſpective meetings, 
when the ſuffrages were taken: That the inhabitants 
were univerſally for the revolution ; and that, in the 
whole colony, there were not more than four or five 
malecontents. The agent was charged to affure his ma- 
jeſty, that the militia ſhould be improved, with the ut- 
moſt prudence and faithfulneſs, for his majeſty's ſervice, 
in the defence of the frontiers of Maſſachuſetts and News 
York ; and to lay before him what the colony had al- 
ready done ; eſpecially for the province of New-York in 
their late diſtrefled condition : That for its defence, and 
the ſecuring of the Five nations, in his majeſty's intereſt, 
they had expended more than three thouſand pounds, 
and loſt a number of their men. Further, General Win- 
throp was directed, fo far as might be judged expedient, 
to plead the rights granted in the charter, eſpecially that 
of commanding the militia, and the common uſage ever 
ſince the grant of the charter, for a long courſe of years. 

Six William Phips, governor of Maſſachuſetts, had, 
on his appointment to that office, received a commiſſion 
of the ſame tenor of Governor Fletcher's. As the colony 
had not fully complied with his requiſitions, it was ex- 
22 that tlie agent would be interrogated upon that 

ad. He was inſtructed in that caſe, to reply, that Sir 
William never came into the colony, nor acted upon his 
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commiſſion any further, than to give a copy of it, and to Book I. 
enquire who were the officers of the militia : That the. 
governor and company had a prior commiſſion, by char- 1693. 
ter, and that they could by no means give it up until the 

affair had been laid before his majeſty. 

Tux colony wiſhed to ſerve his majeſty's intereſt, and , v1, 
y 

2s far as poſſible, conſiſtently with their chartered rights, Oct. 12. 
to maintain a good underſtanding with Governor Fletch- 
er. William Pitkin, Eſquire, was therefore ſent to New- 

York, to treat and make terms with him reſpecting the 
militia, until his majeſty's pleaſure ſhould be further 

known. But no terms could be made with him ſhort of 
an explicit ſubmiſſion of the militia to his command, 

On the 26th of October, he came to Hartford, while Colonel 
the aſſembly were ſitting, and, in his majeſty's name, de- Pletcher 
manded their ſubmiſſion of the militia to his command, comes to 
as they would anſwer it to his majeſty; and that the 1 

would give him a ſpeedy anſwer in two words, Yes, or m Sake 

No. He ſubſcribed himſelf his majeſty's lieutenant and command 

commander in chief of the militia, and of all the forces of the mi- 
by ſea or land, and of all the forts and places of ſtrength litia. Oct. 

in the colony of Connecticut.“ He ordered the militia 26. 

of Hartford under arms, that he might beat up for vol- 

unteers. It was judged expedient to call the train bands 

Hartford together; but the aſſembly inſiſted, that the 
ommand of the militia was expreſsly veſted, by charter, 

the governor and company; and that they could, by no 

eas, conſiſtently with their juſt rights and the 
mmon ſafety, reſign it into any other hands. They 
inuated, that his demands were an invaſion of their eſ- 

itial privileges and ſubverfive of their conſtitution, _ 

Uron this, Colonel Bayard, by his excellency's com- 

and, ſent a letter into the aſſembly declaring, that his Declara- 


kcellency had no deſign upon the civil rights of the colo- n by 


| 
but would leave them, in all reſpects, as he found —— 


em. In the name of his excellency, he tendered a 
mmiſſion to Governor Treat empowering him to com- 
and the militia of the colony. He declared, that his 
celleney inſiſted, that they ſhould acknowledge it an 
ential right inherent in his majeſty to command the 
litia; and that he was determined not to ſet his foot 
tof the colony until he had ſeen his majeſty's commiſ- 
n obeyed : That he would iflue his proclamation, ſhow- 


sche means he had taken to give eaſc and ſatisfaction 


Governor Fletcher'sletter on file; 


or — — 


The aſ- command of the militia ; nor would Governor Treat re- 
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Boox I. to his majeſty's ſubjects of Connecticut, and that he 
Wa would diſtinguiſh the diſloyal from the reſt. 
1693. TRE aſſembly, nevertheleſs, would not give up the 


232 e. ceive a commiſſion from Colonel Fletcher. 
Seningthe THe trainbands of Hartford aſſembled, and as the tra- 
militia. dition is, while Captain Wadſworth, the ſenior officer, 
Militia of was walking in the front of the companies, and exerciſ. 
—_— ing the ſoldiers, Colonel Fletcher ordered his commiſſion 
Spirited and inſtruCtions to be read. Captain Wadſworth in- 
conduct of ſtantly commanded, « Beat the drums 3” and there way 
Captain ſuch a roaring of them that nothing elſe could be heard, 
W Colonel Fletcher commanded ſilence. But no ſooner had 
rin. Bayard made an attempt to read again, than Wadſworth 
commands, “ Drum, drum, I ſay.” The drummers un- 

derſtood their buſineſs, and inſtantly beat up with all the 

art and life of which they were maſters. “ Silence, f. 

lence,” ſays the colonel. No ſooner was there a pauſe, 

than Wadfworth ſpeaks with great earneſtneſs, “ Drum, 

drum, I ſay ;” and turning to his excellency, ſaid, «It 

I am interrupted again I will make the ſun ſhine through 

you in a moment.” He ſpoke with ſuch energy in his 

voice and meaning in his co. ntenance, that no further 

attempts were made to read or enliſt men. Such num- 

bers of people collected together, and their ſpirits appeu- 

ed ſo high, that the governor and his ſuit judged it expe- 

dient, ſoon to leave the town and return to New-York. 

THe aſſembly granted £ 500, to ſupport Major Gen. 

eral Winthrop in his agency at the court of Great-Þrit 
ain. 

On the 7th of February 1694, a ſpecial aſſembly wi 
gn 7 called, in conſequence of 1 from King Willi 
1694. relative to the fortifying of Albany. In compliance id 

his majeſty's requiſition, the aſſembly granted 60%, fl 
be paid into the hands of Colonel Fletcher for the detend 
of Albany. A rate of one penny on the pound was lei 
to raiſe the money.“ 
For the defence of the plantations in New-York, au 
the towns upon the river, in the county of Hampfhit 
the afſembly ordered, that the commiſſioned officers, wi 
were the neareſt to the places, which ſhould, at any fm 
be attacked, ſhould diſpatch immediate ſuccours to the 
Proviſion was alfo made that the ſeveral detachment * 


1 Colonel Bayard's letter on ſile. OTE 
* The ratable polls in the colony were, at this time,“ 


2,347, and the grand liſt £ 137,646. 
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the militia ſhould be furniſhed with all articles neceſſary Book I. 
for their marching, in any emergency upon the ſhortef} GY I 
otice. N 
: Major General Winthrop made a ſafe arrival in Eng- gtatement 
nd, and preſented the petition, with which he had been of the 
entruſted, to his majeſty. A ſtatement of the caſe of caſe of 
Connecticut was drawn and laid before the king. In 3 
this, beſides the facts ſtated in the inſtructions of Mr. pectisg 
Winthrop, it was alledged, that in the charter, granted by the com- 
King Charles, the command of the militia was, in the mand of 
moſt expreſs and ample manner, given to the colony; the mili- 
and that the governor had always commanded it for the hs 
common ſafety : That in the charter there was a clauſe 
for the moſt beneficial conſtruction of it for the corpo- 
ration 3 and another of Non obſtante to all ſtatutes re- 
ugnant to ſaid grant. It was ſtated, that whoever com- 
manded the perſons in a colony would alſo command 
their purſe, and be the governor of that colony: That 
there was ſuch a connection between the civil authority 
and the command of the militia, that one could not ſubs 
fiſt without the other: That it was deſigned to govern 
the colonies, in America, as nearly as might be, in con- 
formity to the laws of England. And that the king and 
his lieutenants could not draw out all the militia of a 
county; but a certain part only, in proportion to its 
numbers and wealth. It was therefore pleaded, that 
Governor Fletcher's commiſſion ought to be conſtrued 
with the ſame reſtriction : That were not the 
command of the king and his lieutenants reſtricted, by 
acts of parliament, the ſubjects could not be free; and 
that for the ſame reaſon, Governor Fletcher's command 
ought to be reſtrained, by the laws of Connecticut, ſo far 
s they were not repugnant to the laws of England. It 
was further ſtated, that it was impoſſible for Governor 
Fletcher ſo well to judge of the diſpoſitions and abilities 
of each town and diviſion in Connecticut, or be ſo much 
maſter of the affections of the people, in time of need, as 
thoſe who dwelt among them and had been choſen to 
command them; and therefore he could not be ſo well 
qualiſied for the local and ordinary command of the mi- 
litia ; nor ſerve the intereſts of his majeſty, or the colo- 
ny, in that reſpect, ſo ſatisfactorily and effectually as its 
own officers 


His majeſty's attorney and ſolicitor general, gave their 
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I Statement on file. 
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7 
Boox I. opinion in favor of ConneQicut's commanding the mili. 
[ tia; and on the 19th of April 1694, his majeſty in coun. 
2694. cil determined according to the report which they had 
made.: The quota of Connecticut, during the war, wag 
fixed at one hundred and twenty men, to be at the com- 
mand of Governor Fletcher, and the reſt of the militia to 
be commanded, as had been uſual, by the governor of 
Connecticut. 
Agents Urom the ſolicitations of Governor Fletcher and Sir 
ſent to William Phips, agents, and a number of troops, were 
hn Frog ſent to attend a treaty with the Five nations. The ex- 
— penſe of it to the colony was about { 400. 
Commit- A COMMITTEE was appointed again, in the May ſeſ⸗ 
tee to run fon, to run the partition line between Connecticut and 
— line Maſſachuſetts. Maſſachuſetts were invited to join with 
1 them, but as the court refuſed, the committee of Con- 
cut and necticut, by the direction of the aſſembly, ran the line 
Maſſachu- without them. In October 1695, the general aſſembly 
ot. renewed their application to the general court of Maſh- 
APP — chuſetts, intreating them to unite amicably in running 
general the boundary line, or to agree to it, as it had been run by 
court of Connecticut. They acquainted them how it ran, what 
N. encroachments they had made upon the colony, and how 
= os: they injured it, by declining a mutual and friendly ſet- 
tlement of the line. However they inſiſted upon the old 
line, run by Woodward and Saffery, and would take no 
meaſures to accommodate the difference. 
Ar the court of election, May 1696, Eleazar Kimber- 
2096. ly was choſen ſecretary. Upon the requiſition of Gor- 
ernor Fletcher, a company of ſixty men were ordered to 
Albany, under the command of Captain William Whi- 
ting. Forty dragoons were alſo forwarded to the county 
of Hampſhire, for the ſecurity of the inhabitants in that 
part of Maſſachuſetts. PR 
ABOUT this time, the town of Danbury was incorpo- 
age: 1 whole number of families was 2 _ 
T the general court, May 1697, Colonel Hutchin- 
r ben and Captain Brbcld . 
May 13, Cit the raiſing of ſuch a number of troops as ſhould en 
1697- dle the Maſſachuſetts to attack the eaſtern enemy, at theit 
head quarters. The legiſlature judged themſelves una- 
ble to furniſh ſuch a number, as would be neceſſary for 
that purpoſe, in addition to the troops they muſt raile 
for the defence of their own frontiers, of New-York, and 


— 


_— — 
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the county of Hampſhire. The court agreed to furniſh Book J. 
a party of about ſixty Engliſhmen and forty Indians, to 
range the woods, near the walk of the enemy, and to de- 18. 
fend the frontiers of the county of Hampſhire. 0 

Ar a general aſſembly, January 22d, 1698, an alter- January 
ation was made in the conſtitution of the county court. 22d, 1698. 
It was enacted, that it ſhould conſiſt of one chief judge 
and four juſtices of the quorum, in each county, appoint- 
ed by the aſſembly. 

Major GENERAL Fitz John Winthrop, having re- Major 

turned from his ſucceſsful agency, at the court of Great- 7 al 
Britain, was received with great joy, by the legiſlature and 1010 ak 
the people in general. The aſſembly preſented him with his return, 
their thanks, for the good ſervices he had rendered to the receives 
government; and as a further teſtimonial of the high vc thanks 
ſenſe which they entertained of his merit, fidelity, and A 
labors for the public, they voted him a gratuity of three : : 
hundred pounds. | 
Ox the 18th of June 1697, Richard, Earl of Bello- Earl of 
mont, received his commiſſion to be governor of New- Zelloment 
York and Maſſachuſetts ; and was, at this time, every abpeiat- 
day expected at New-York. The general court of, Con- -— 28 
necticut were deſirous of honoring his majeſty, by an Mat achu- 
exhibition of all proper reſpect and complaiſance to his ſetts and 
governor; and, at the ſame time, they wiſhed to con- New- 
ciliate the good graces of ſo important a character. They Go 
therefore appointed General Winthrop, Major Jonathan 
dillick, and the Reveren ! Gurdon Saltonſtall, upon the 
firſt notice of his arrival at New-York, to wait upon him, 
and, in the name of the general aſſembly of Connecticut, 
to congratulate his excellency, upon his ſafe arrival at the 
ſeat of government. The earl arrived at New-York, the Congratu- 
1d of April 1698. The committee, appointed to wait lated by 
on him, were gentlemen of a good appearance and ele- ConncCti» 
gant manners; and they preſented their congratulations cut. 
with ſuch dignity and addreſs, as not only did honor to 
themſelves and the colony, but highly pleaſed his excel- 
lency. Mr. Saltonſtall, was particularly noticed, by the 
earl, as appearing the moſt like a nobleman of any perſon 
he had ever ſeen before in America. 
NoTwrrasTANDING the determination of Lieutenant 
governor Cranfield and his majeſty's commiſſioners, and 
the report to his majeſty concerning the right of Con- 
neQicut to the Narraganſet country, the controverſy be- 
tween Connecticut and „ ſtill continued. It 
F 
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Boox I. was not the king's pleaſure to confirm the judgment and 
report of his commiſſioners. The Rhode-Iflanders, 
1698. though they had violated every article of the agreement 
between Mr. Winthrop and Mr. Clark, yet were ready 
to plead it againſt Connecticut, whenever it would ſuit 
their turn. A letter from the Lords of trade and planta- 
tions was laid before the aſſembly, adviſing Connecticut 
to a ſettlement of boundaries with that colony. Upon 
8 this recommendation, the general court appointed Major 
Fes James Fitch, Captain Daniel Witherel, and the Reverend 
appointed James Noyes, commiſſioners to treat with Rhode-Iſland, 
to ſettle and, by all means in their power, to attempt an amicable 
bounda- ſettlement. 
* Tux peace of Riſwick, September 11th, 1697, once 
Peace. more delivered Great-Britain and her colonies from the 
calamities of war. The Americans rejoiced at the re- 
turn of peace. Connecticut had been happy in the pre- 
ſervation of her frontiers, in the loſs of few men, and in 
the effectual aid which ſhe had given to her ſiſter colonies. 
Nevertheleſs the war had been very expenſive and excced- 


Expenſe : . ; 
—T vexa ingly vexatious. The whole amount of taxes, during the 


| 
l tions ff war, was about twenty pence on the pound. By the 
| the Wen. cloſe of the year 1695, the colony had expended / 7,009 


in the defence of Albany and the frontiers of the county 
of Hampſhire in Maſſachuſetts; excluſive of the expedt- 
tion againſt Canada, under Major General Winthrop. 
; This coſt the colony more than { 3,000. The expenſe 
} of the troops, ſent to the eaſtward, to the defence of that 
1 part of New-England, is alſo excluded. It is probable. 
| that the remaining years of the war coſt about / 2,000. 
The whole expence of the war probably conſiderably ex- 
ceeded / 12,000. 
Tux expenſe of Mr. Winthrop's agency, and the trou- 
ble reſpecting the militia were very conſiderable.” 
GoveRNoR Fletcher made the colony much unneceſ- 
fary trouble and expenſe. Upon almoſt every rumor 
of danger, he would ſend = Fs expreſſes to Connecti- 
cut; and the governor and council, and ſometimes the 
aſſembly, were obliged to meet, and diſpatch troops to 
one place and another. Often, by the time they had 
+ marched, orders would come to recal them. By the time 
they were returned, ſome new and groundleſs alarm 


+ The accounts, to the cloſe of the year ninety five, are pal - 
Ron ly ſtated. After that time, they do not appear to be alct!* 
tained. | 
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would be made, and preſſing orders ſent on for them 
forthwith to march again. In this manner, he almoſt 
wore out the governor and council with meetings, and 
beyond meaſure haraſſed the militia, andoccaſioned great 


trouble and expenſe of time and money both to the ſol- 


diers and officers. The whole colony was ſo troubled 
with his vexatious management, that the governor wrote 
to Mr. Winthrop, while he was in England, defiring him 
to repreſent his conduct to his majeſty, and pray for re- 
lief. 

Bur the clouds were now diſſipated. The ſucceſsful 
agency of General Winthrop, his ſafe return to the arms 
of his country, the bleſſings of peace, and the appoint- 
ment and arrival of the Earl of Bellomont to the govern- 
ment of the neighbouring provinces, united their influ- 
ence to diffuſe univerſal joy. The legiſlature appointed 
a day of public thankſgiving, and the people, with glad 
hearts and voices, celebrated the beneſicence and glories 
of their COMMON BENEFACTOR. 


CHAPTER XVI. 


CznzRAL WINTHROP is elected governor. The afſembly 
divide and form into two houſes. Purchaſe and ſettlement 
of ſeveral towns. The boundary line between Connecticut 
and New-York ſurveyed and fixed. Attempts for running 
and eſtabliſhing the line between Maſſachuſetts and Cone 
necticut. Omwaneco and the Moheagans claim Colcheſter 
end other tracts in the colony. Attempts to compoſe all 
differences with them. Grant to the volunteers. The af= 
ſembly enacts, that the ſeſſion, in October, ſhall, for the fu- 
ture, be in New- Haven. An act enlarging the bounda« 
ries of Neau-London, and acts relative to towns and pate 
ents. Meaſures adopted for the defence of the colony. Ape 
pointment of king's attorneys. Attempts to deſpoil Con- 
necticut of its charter. Bill for re-uniting the charter 
governments to the crown. Sir Henry Aſburſt petitions 
againſt and prevents the paſſing of the bill. Governor 
Dudley, Lord Corbury, and other enemies conſpire againſt 
the abs T hey exhibit grievous complaints againſt it. 
Sir Henry Aſhurft defends the colony and defeats their at- 
fempts. Duakers petition. Moheagan caſe. Survey and 
bounds of the pretended Moheagan country. Dudley's court 
ot Stonington. The colony proteſt againſt it. Dudley's 
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treatment of the colony. Fudgment againſt it. Petition 
to her majeſly on the ſubjeF. New commiſſions ar- 
granted. Act in favor of the clergy. State of the colony, 


T the election, in 1698, there was a conſiderable 

alteration in the legiſlature. Major General Fitz 
John Winthrop, by his addreſs and the ſucceſs of his 
agency in England, had rendered himſelf fo popular, that 
he was elected governor. The former governor, Treat, 
who had, for many years, preſided, and who had grown 
old in the ſervice of the colony, was elected deputy goy. 
ernor; William Jones, Eſquire, who, for a number of 
years, had been deputy governor, was left out of the 
council.“ Mr. Joſeph Curtis was choſen magiſtrate to 
fill the vacancy made by the preferment of General Win. 
throp. 

UNT1L the ſeſſion in October 1698, the aſſembly con- 
ſiſted of but one houſe, and the magiſtrates and deputies 
appear to have acted together. But, at this time, it was 
enacted, that the General Aſſembly ſhould conſiſt of two 
houſes : 'That the governor, or, in his abſence, the depu- 
ty governor and magiſtrates ſhould compoſe the firſt, 
which ſhould be called the upper houſe : That the other 
ſhould conſiſt of the deputies, regularly returned from 
the ſeveral towns in the colony, which ſhould be called 
the lower houſe. This houſe was authorized to chooſe 
a ſpeaker to preſide, and when formed, to make ſuch ol. 
ficers and rules as they ſhould judge neceſſary for their 
own regulation. It was alſo enaCted, that no act ſhould 
be paſſed into a law of this colony, nor any law, already 


— 


* Drrurr Governor Jones was ſon in law to Governor Eaton. 
He brought over a good eſtate, from England, and made a fetile- 
ment at New Haven. He was, for the term of about ſix and 
thirty years, either magiſtrate or deputy governor of the colon 
of New-Haven or Connecticut. In 1662, he was choſen magi- 
trate for the colony of New- Haven. Two years after, he was 
elected deputy governor. Upon the union, in 1665, he was cho- 
ſen one of the magiftrates of Connecticut, in which office he ſet- 
veduntilJulygth, x69r, when the aſſembly elected him deputy go 
ernor. In May 1662, he waschoſentothe ſame office by the freemen- 
He was annually re-choſen until May 12th, 1698. At that pelr 
od he was about 34 years of age, and retired from public buſineſs. 
He died October 17th, 1706, aged $2 years. The general affen 
bly was fitting at New-Haven, at the time of his deceaſe, and vo. 
ted, © That in conſideration of the many good ſervices, for man 
years done by that honored and religious gentleman, Mr. Will- 
jam Jones then deceaſed, a ſum ſhould be paid out of the tres 
Jury towards defraying the charges of his funeral.“ 


* 
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enacted, be repeated, nor any other act, proper to this Book I. 


houſes. 1698. 

Ar the general court, in October, an act paſſed, reg- 
ulating the county court. It ordained, that it ſhould 
eonſiſt of one chief judge and two juſtices of the quorum. 

In 1699, the governor and deputy governor were re- May r1th, 
elected. Richard Chriſtophers was choſen into the ma- 1699. 
giſtracy, and Captain Joſeph Whiting, treaſurer. 

AT this ſeſſion, the lower houſe, for the firſt time, for- 
med ſeparately, and choſe Mr. John Cheſter ſpeaker and 
Captain William Whiting, clerk. This aſſembly paſſed 
an act exempting the clergy from taxation. Several acts 
were alſo paſſed relative to the ſettlement of new town- 
ſhips. 

is June 1659, Governor Winthrop obtained liberty of Purchaſe 
the afſembly, to purchaſe a large tract at Quinibaug. and _— 
Soon after he made a purchaſe of Allups, alias Hyemps nol 
and Maſhauſhawit, the native proprietors, of the lands 
compriſed in the townſhips of Plainfield and Canterbury, 
lying on both ſides of Quinibaug river. There were a 
{mall number of families, on the lands, at the time of the 
purchaſe z but the planters were few until the year 1689, 
when a number of people, chiefly from Maſſachuſetts, 
| made a purchaſe of the heirs of Governor Winthrop, and 
began ſettlements in the northern part of the tract. At 

their ſeſſion, in May 1699, the general afſembly veſted 
| the inhabitants with town privileges. The next year, it 
was named Plainfheld. - 

Tux legiſlature, in the October ſeſſion, 1698, enact- Grant and 
ed, that a new plantation ſhould be made at Jeremy's 8 
farm. It was determined, that it ſhould be bounded 1 
ſoutherly on Lyme, weſterly on Middletown, and eaſter- ; 
ly on Norwich and Lebanon. This was moſt common! 
termed the plantation at twenty mile river. The ſettle- 
ment began about 1701. In 1703, the aſſembly gave 
| them a patent confirming to them the whole tract. Some 
of the principal planters were the Reverend John Bulkley, 
Samuel Gilbert, Michael Tainter, Samuel Northam, John 
| Adams, Joſeph Pomeroy, and John Loomis. 
| AT the ſame ſeſſion, a plantation was granted, upon Coging- 


| the petition of the inhabitants of Guilford, at a place cal- 23 
o_ led Cogingchaug. It was bounded northerly on Middle- 3 & 
will- down, eaſterly on Haddam, weſterly on Wallingford, and ſettled. 
tres. ſoutherly on Guilford. The petitioners were thirty one, 


| but few of them moved on to the lands. For this reafon, 


general aſſembly, be paſſed except by the conſent of bot 


„%  — 
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Book I. the ſettlement went on very ſlowly. The two firſt plan- 
WAY ters were Caleb Seward and David Robinſon, from Guil. 
1699. ford. Some others afterward removed from the ſame 
town and made ſettlements there. May 11th, 1704, it 
was named Durham. But the whole number of inhah. 
itants was very ſmall. In 1707, the number of families 
was no more than fifteen. 'The inhabitants held meet. 
ings and acted as a town, but were not incorporated with 
town privileges until May 1708. After this time, the 
plantation increaſed rapidly. There was a great acceſ[. 
ion of inhabitants from Northampton, Stratford, Milford 
and other towns. 

COMMITTEES were again appointed, at the ſeſſion in 
October, to attempt a ſettlement of the boundaries be- 
tween Maſſachuſetts and Connecticut, and between this 
colony and Rhode-Iſland. However, like all former 

ones, they were unſucceſsful. 
King Wil. Maxch 28th, 1700, his majeſty, King William, in 
liam eftab- council, was pleaſed to confirm the agreement made be- 
liſhes the tween Connecticut and New-York, in 1683, reſpeQing 
1 the boundary line between the two colonies. New-York 
1003. neglected, however, to run the line. Connecticut, there- 
fore, about twelve years after, applied to Governor Hun- 
ter to appoint commiſſioners to complete the running of 
the line, and mark it with proper bounds. He laid the 
affair before the legiſlature of New-York. But as they 
would adopt no meaſures for that purpoſe z and, as there 
was no appearance that they deſigned it, Connecticut 
preſented a petition to his majeſty King George the firſt, 
praying that he would iſſue his royal commands to his 
government of New- ork, that they ſhould forthwith ap- 
point commiſhoners, in concert with Connecticut, to 
complete the running of the line, and the erecting of 
proper monuments. In conſequence of this, the legiſla- 
ture of New-York, in 1719, paſſed an act empowering 
their governor to appoint commiſſioners, to run the line 
parallel to Hudſon's river, to re-ſurvey the former lines 
The line and to diſtinguiſh the boundary. In May 1725, the com- 
between miſſioners and ſurveyors of the two colomes met 2 
pong of Greenwich, and having agreed upon the manner in which 
New- the work ſhould be accompliſhed, the ſurvey was execu- 
York run ted, in part, immediately, and a report of what they had 
and fixed, done was made to the reſpective legiſlatures of Connecti- 
cut and New-York. On the 14th of May 1731, a com- 
plete ſettlement was made. By the partition line, finally 


eſtabliſhed, Connecticut ceded to New-York a tract of 
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60,000 acres, as an equivalent for lands which New- Book I. 
York had ſurrendered to Connecticut, lying upon the 
ſound. This tract from its figure has been called the 1500. 
Oblong. 

In 1700 the ere and council were all re- elected. Court of 
Many acts of violence, ſince the laſt ſeſſion of the aſ- *\<<tion 
fembly, had been committed againſt the inhabitants of n 

Windſor and Symſbury, by the people of Enfield and Suf- 
field. They had made encroachments, two miles, upon 
the land of thoſe towns, beyond all former inſtances. 
Great animoſities ſubſiſted between thoſe towns on the 
account of the encroachments and damages, which the 

inhabitants of ConneCticut ſuffered by them. 

To compoſe theſe difficulties, if poſſible, the aſſembly Attempts 
appointed William Pitkin, Eſquire, Mr. John Cheſter, 1 7 
and Mr. William Whiting a committee, with plenary otic 
powers, to addreſs the general court of Maſſachuſetts, Maſſacku- 
and to repreſent to them the readineſs of the legiſlature ſetts and 
of Connecticut, to join with them, in any juſt meaſures, Connecki- 
for an amicable ſettlement of the boundary line. The Gt. 
court of Maſſachuſetts appointed Colonel Hutchinſon, 

Mr. Taylor, Mr. Anthrum, and Mr. Prout a committee, 
but with limited powers, to find the ſouthermoſt line of 
Maſſachuſetts, run by Nathaniel Woodward and Solo- 
mon Saffery. The general court alſo, on the 5th of 
June, paſſed an act in anſwer to the propoſal made by 
Connecticut, in which they inſiſted on the line run b 
Woodward and Saffery. Theſe were termed ſkilful and 
approved artiſts. The court alſo, in their act, inſiſted, 
that all grants, made by them to the inhabitants of 
Woodſtock, or of any other place, ſhould remain good 
and valid to the grantees, though the places ſhould be 
found ſouth of the line of Maflachuſetts. 'To theſe hard 
terms the committee conceded, upon the condition, that 
all the grants made by Connecticut to the inhabitants of 
Windſor and Symſbury, ſhould be acknowledged as val- 
d, and the land granted be reſerved to the proprietors. 
But the court of Maſſachuſetts would not concede even 
this. No accommodation could therefore be effected. 

Tar general court of Maſſachuſetts determined to re- 
ly upon and maintain the line run by their ſailors, in 
1642. They inſiſted, that it had been the boundary be- 
tween the colonies, for nearly ſixty years: That the col- 
ony of Connecticut was bounded on the ſouth line of 
Maſſachuſetts, which they ſaid was not an imaginary, but 


vell known line. They pleaded, that Mr. Winthrop, 
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Book I. when he procured the charter, knew that to be the line, 
Way and that no other could be intended. 


1700. 


CoNNECTICUT, on the other hand, maintained, that 
the ſouth line of Maſſachuſetts, according to the expreſg 
words of their charter, was a line running due weſt from 
a point, or ſtation, three miles ſouth of every part of 
Charles river; and that the ſtation fixed by Woodward 
and Saffery was too far ſouth. It was alſo inſiſted, that, 
even allowing Woodward's and Saffery's ſtation to be 
right, a due weſt line from it would run far north of 
Biſſell's ferry houſe at Windfor. The committee, ap- 
pointed by the court of Maſſachuſetts, reported, that the 
line would run north of Biſſell's houſe ; yet the court of 
Maſſachuſetts would not run the line nor come to any 
accommodation; but inſiſted on the line, as it had been 
run by them, in 1642, and on Connecticut's ceding their 
rights to all the lands which they had granted, whether 
they lay north or ſouth of ſaid line.* | 

Troucn Colcheſter held their lands from the cclony, 
which claimed by virtue of Uncas's deed in 1640, Major 
Maſon's purchaſe, in behalf of the colony, and ſurrender 
of the lands in the preſence of the general aſſembly, and 
by virtue of Joſhua's will; and though the inhabitants 
had deeds from Owaneco and the Moheagan ſachems, 
covering the whole tract, yet they met with great diff 
culties, in the ſettlement of the town, from Owaneco 
and the Moheagans, who were made uneaſy, and ſtirred 
up to miſchief, by deſigning men. The Maſons, Dauiel 


Clark, Nicholas Hallam, Major Palms, Major Fitch and 


others, about this time, conceived the plan of obtaining a 
large tract of land, compriſing Colcheſter, part of Lyme 
and New-London, Plainfield, Canterbury, and Wind- 


ham, for themſelves. They imagined, that the ſurrender 


of Major Maſon, in the general aſſembly, was not legal, 
and that the circumſtances of thoſe early tranſaQions 
were ſo far obliterated from the memory of the living, 
that they ſhould be able to recover, in law, all the lands 
made over, by Uncas, to Major Maſon, acting as agent 
of the colony in 165g. 

Tux legiſlature, though they viewed their title to the 
lands in the colony legal and indubitable, yet judged it 


expedient, rather than to have any difficulty with the 


Indians, to treat with them, and make them eaſy. 


Records of Connecticut, acts and letters on file, 
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Tax governor and council were appointed a commit- Book I, 
tee for theſe purpoſes. They were inſtructed to obtain Ly 
a quit claim of the Indians upon reaſonable terms, and to 2700. 
adviſe the inhabitants, with reſpe& to their ſettlements, 

Captain Samuel Maſon, who was one of the magiſtrates, 

was particularly deſired to uſe his influence with the In- 

dians to promote the deſign and quiet the planters. 

'FroM the firſt ſettlement of the colony it had been 
cuſtomary to make grants of land to officers, ſoldiers and 

others, who had been ſpecially ſerviceable to the colony, 

Grants had been made to Major Maſon, to his officers 

and ſoldiers in the Pequot war. 'This encouraged the 
volunteers, who had performed ſuch ſignal feats in the 
Narraganſet war, to make application to the aſſembly, for 

the grant of a new townſhip, as an acknowledgement of 

their good ſervices. Upon the petition of Captain'Thomas 
Leſfingwell, of Norwich, and Mr. John Frink, of Ston- Grant of 
ington, in behalf of themſelves and other volunteers, the ee 
general aſſembly, in October 1696, granted them a toun- 
ſhip of fix miles ſquare, to be taken up in the conquered Oct. roth, 
lands. A committee having ſurveyed the lands and made 1700. 
their report to the aſſembly, four years after, a townſhi 

was confirmed to the petitioners, by the name of Volun- 

town. It was bounded by a due north line, from the pond 

at the head of Pawcatuck river, to Greenwich path, 

thence weſt to the bounds of Preſton, thence bounded by 


4 Preſton and Stonington to Pawcatuck river, and thence 

el by the river to the pond, the firſt mentioned bounds. 

\d Nineteen years after, the afſembly granted an addition of 

T a conſiderable tract on the north part of the townſhip, 

* IX 1701, Governor Winthrop and Deputy Governor court of 
* Treat were re-choſen. The magiſtrates were Andrew election 
det Leet, James Fitch, Samuel Maſon, Daniel Witherel, Na- May 8th, 
gal, thaniel Stanley, Moſes Mansfield, John Hamlin, Nathan 79“. 
* Gould, William Pitkin, Joſeph Curtis, John Cheſter, and 

ing, Joſiah Roſiter, Eſquires. Joſeph Whiting, Eſquire, was 

Kat re-elected treaſurer, and Eleazar Kimberly, ſecretary. 


gent Evxx ſince the union of the colonies, the aſſembly had 

convened at Hartford, both in May and October; but, 
at this ſeſſion, an act paſſed, that the aſſembly, in Octo- 
ber, ſhould be holden, at the uſual time, in New-Haven. 
It was alſo enacted, that the court of magiſtrates, which 
had been commonly holden at Hartford, in October, 
ſhould, for the future, be holden at New-Haven, on the 
firſt Tueſday of the ſame month. A reſpeQable commit- 
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May rath, Tux election in 1702, made no alteration in the legiſla. 
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Boox I. tee was appointed again, this year, to make a ſettlement 

olf the boundary line with Rhode-Ifland, and committee 

1701. were appointed, from year to year, for the ſame purpoſe, 
but all attempts, for a long time, were unſucceſsful. 


„„ 

Mansfeld Tx inhabitants of Windham having agreed upon x 

made a diviſion of that town, on the 3oth of January 1700, the 

towns aſſembly, at this ſeſſion, confirmed the agreement, and 
enacted that Windham ſhould be divided into two towns, 
and that the town at the north end, ſhould be called 
Mansfield. The next May, the aſſembly veſted them 
with diſtinct town privileges. Patents were granted, at 
the ſame time, to both townſhips. 'The Indian name of 
Mansfield was Nawbeſetuck. Settlements were made 
here ſoon after they commenced at Windham. 

Danbury DaxBuRy had been ſurveyed for a town in 1693, ſoon 

aps 3 after a plantation was made upon the lands. Some of 

" the principal planters were James Beebe, Thomas Tay 
lor, Samuel and James Benedict, John Hoit, and Joſiah 
Starr. The general court, at this ſeſſion, gave them a 
patent, granting them a townſhip extending eight miles 
in length, north and ſouth, and fix miles in breadth, ac- 
| -ording to the original ſurvey. 

OR. 3th. In October, the general aſſembly was holden at Neu. 
Haven. 

'Tre colony having received intelligence of the demiſe 
of King William, and a gracious letter from Queen Anne, 
voted, that a letter ſhould be addreſſed to her majeſtj, 
congratulating her upon her happy acceſſion to the throne 
of her anceſtors, and expreſſing their thanks for the fa- 
vorable notice ſhe had taken of the colony. : 

Plefion Tax only alteration made, by the election, in May 
May 13th, 1703, was the choice of Peter Burr, Eſquire, into the mas 
1703, giſtracy. | 

Ar this aſſembly, an addition was made to the tow 
of New-London of all that tract, lying north of the for- 
mer bounds, included in a line drawn from the northeaſt- 
ern corner of Lyme, to the ſouthweſtern corner of Nor- 
wich, as it goes down to trading cove. A patent was, at 
the ſame time, given to the inhabitants, confirming this 
and all other parts of the town to them forever. 

Ad rela- AT the ſame ſeſſion, it was enacted, that all the town- 
tive to the ſhips in this colony, to which the aſſembly had given pa- 
patented tents, ſhould remain a full and clear eſtate, with all the 
towns. privileges and immunities therein granted, in fee ſimple 
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to the proprietors, their heirs and aſſigns for ever. It was Book I. 
alſo enacted, that all lands ſequeſtered, and given to pu- 
lic or private uſes, ſhould remain forever, for the ends 15043. 
for which they had been given. 

Queen ANNE, the emperor of Germany, and the States 
General, in May 1702, declared war againſt France and 
Spain. Conſequently the American colonies were again 
involved in a French and Indian war. The legiſlature, 
in the ſeſſion in October, found it neceflary to adopt meaſ- e. rath, 
ures for the ſafety of the country. A requiſition was * 
made, by Governor Dudley, and the general court of 
Maſſachuſetts, of a detachment of a hundred men, to aſſiſt 
them in the war againſt the eaſtern Indians. Soldiers 
were detached and ſent forth for the defence of the weſt- 
ern towns in Connecticut. A committee of war was ap- 

inted to ſend troops into the county of Hampſhire, in 


2 Mafachuſetts, and to the frontier towns in this colony, 


as emergencies ſhould require. 
Ar this aſſembly, it was enacted, that the town of 
Plainfield ſhould be divided, and that the inhabitants on 
the weſt fide of the river ſhould be a diſtinct town, by the 
name of Canterbury. It ſeems, that the ſettlement of 7 
this tract commenced about the year 1690. The princi- Aer 
pal ſettlers, from Connecticut, were Major James Fitch 
and Mr. Solomon Tracy, from Norwich, Mr. 'Tixhall Elf- 
worth and Mr. Samuel Aſhley, from Hartford; but much 
the greateſt number was from Newtown, Woborn, Dor- 
cheſter, Barnſtable, and Medfield, in Maſſachuſetts. A- 
mong theſe were John, Richard, and Joſeph Woodward, 


William, Obadiah, and Joſeph Johnſon, Joſiah and Sam- 


vel Cleaveland, Eliſha Pain, Paul Davenport, and Henry 
Adams. 
On the 15th of March 1904, a ſpecial aſſembly was Special 
convened to provide for the common ſafety. To prevent 31 _— 
miſchief from the friendly Indians, and preſerve them 1;th, 1704 
from being corrupted and drawn away by the enemy, both 
the civil and military officers, in the reſpective towns, 
were directed to take ſpecial care of them; to keep them Orꝗers 
within their own limits, and not to ſuffer them, upon for the 
their peril, to remove from the places which ſhould be common 
aſſigned them, nor to hold any correſpondence with the ſafety. 
enemy or any foreign Indians, nor by any means to har- 

ur them. A premium of ten pounds was propoſed, as 
an encouragement to every friendly Indian, who ſhould 


ing in and deliver up one who was an enemy. 
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Orpers were given, requiring every particular town, 
in the colony, to convene and determine upon the man. 
ner of fortifying and defending themſelves. In cafe of 
any ſudden attack or invaſion, the commiſſioned officers, 
in the ſeveral towns, were authorized to detach and ſend 
forth any number of ſoldiers, not exceeding half the mili. 
tia, to repel and purſue the enemy. It was reſolved, that 
a grand ſcout ſhould be employed by the committee of 
war, upon the frontiers, for the diſcovery and annoyance 
of the enemy. Until this could be ſent forth, it was de- 
termined, that ſmall ſcouts, from the frontier towns, thould 
be conſtantly kept out, to diſcover and give notice of the 
motions of the enemy. It was ordered, that the hun. 
dred men, ſolicited by the Maſſachuſetts, ſhould be raiſed 
forthwith, to act againſt the eaſtern Indians, and that 
Governor Dudley ſhould be requeſted to call them out 
immediately. A detachment of ſixty men was ordered 
for the public ſervice, principally with a view to the de- 
fence of the county of Hampſhire. "Theſe were to be 
under the command of the committee of war in Con- 
necticut and the commanding officer in that county. 

AT the court of election, May 1704, the former gor- 
ernors and magiſtrates were re-choſen. John Allen, Ef- 
quire, was choſen magiſtrate, to fill the vacancy made by 
the death of Moſes Mansfield, Eſquire. 

CoMmMITTEES were appointed in the ſeveral counties 
to meet together, to conſult and determine upon the beſt 
meaſures for the general defence and ſafety. 

As thedeſerting or giving up of any place would encour- 
age the enemy, diſſerve her majeſty's intereſts and the 
welfare of the colony, it was enacted, that if any perſons 
or families, in any of the frontier towns, ſhould deſert 
their habitations or places of reſidence, without leave 
from the aſſembly, they ſhould forfeit their freehold of 
lands and tenements in that place. It was further en- 
acted, that if any male perſon, of the age of ſixteen years, 
ſhould ſo remove from any frontier town, he ſhould pay 
a fine of ten pounds, and that the fine ſhould be applied 
to the defence of the town from which he had removed. 

Goop policy required, that as great a number of the 
friendly Indians, as poſiible, ſhould be employed in the 
public ſervice. Gentlemen were therefore appointed to 
enliſt them as volunteers. Good encouragements were 

yen for this purpoſe. Indians were the beſt troops te 
cout and range the woods, and.in proportion as they of- 
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fered themſelves, Engliſhmen, whoſe labors were much Book I. 
more uſeful, were kept at home. WY +4 
BEsipks the hundred men diſpatched to the eaſtward, x 504. | 
four hundred were raiſed for the defence of this colony [ 
and of the county of Hampſhire. They were required 
to be always ready. That they might be completely ready, 1 
both in ſummer and winter, to march immediately, upon | 
any emergency, it was ordered, that they ſhould be fur- 14 
niſhed with ſnow ſhoes, that they might travel and run || 
upon the ſnow. A number of men in every town were | | 
obliged to prepare themſelves in this manner.* ; 

For the maintenance of good morals, the ſuppreſſion Appoint- | 
of vicious and diſorderly practices, and the preſervation mon a. 1 
of the common peace, the aſſembly ordered, that a ſober rows. Fey 
religious man, be appointed, by the county court, in each 
of the counties, to be an attorney for her majeſty, to proſ- 
ecute all criminal oftenders. = 
Tat colony, at this time, was in the moſt critical ſitu- Cr 1 
ation. It was not only in danger, and put to great ex- ware bs 
penſe, by reaſon of the war, to defend itſelf, but to {till 
greater, to defend the neighbouring colonies of Maſſachu- 
ſetts and New-York. It was continually haraſſed by 
the demands of Joſeph Dudley, Eſquire, governor of 
Maſſachuſetts, and of Lord Cornbury, governor of New- 

York and the Jerſies, for men and money, as they pre- 
tended for the defence of their reſpective governments. 

AT the ſame time the colony had a number of power- Arts of its 
ful enemies, who by miſrepreſentation and every other enemies 
zrtifice in their power were ſecking to deprive them both 8 3 
of their lands and all their chartered rights and privileges. - | 
Governor Dudley, Lord Cornbury, and their inſtruments, 1 
combined together to deſpoil the colony of its charter, i 
and ſubject it entirely to their government. It appears, | 
from the letters and acts on file, that Dudley wiſhed to | 
unite all New-England under his own government. At 
the ſame time, it ſeems that he flattered Lord Cornbury, 
that, if they could effect the re-union of all the charter 
governments to the crown, he ſhould not only have the 
government of the ſouthern colonies, but of ConneCticut. 
Dudley was a man of great intrigue and duplicity, well 
rerſed in court affairs, and had powerful connections in 
England. He had been connected with Sir Edmund 
Androſs in the government of New-England, and was an 
enemy to all the chartered rights of the colonies. While 
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he was ſoliciting the government of Maſſachuſetts, he 
had a view to the government of all New-England. Ag 
he had conceived this plan, as early as the latter part of 
the reign of King William, he oppoſed whatever he ſuſ. 
pected would operate againſt it, and prevent the ſuſpen. 
ſion of all government by charter. When he found, 
therefore, that Sir Henry Aſhurſt was appointed agent 
for Connecticut, about the beginning of the preſent cen- 
tury, he oppoſed his undertaking the agency with all his 
influence, becauſe he knew his friendſhip to the colonies, 
and that he was a powerful man. He united all his in. 
fluence with the court party, and the enemies to the lib. 
erties of the colonies, to vacate all the charters in Amer. 
ica, He fo far ſucceeded, that, in the latter part of the 
reign of King William, a bill was prepared for re-uniting 
all the charter governments to the crown. Early in the 
reign of Queen Anne, it was brought into parliament, 
It imported, that the charters given to the ſeveral colonies 
in New-England, to Eaſt and Weſt New-Jerſey, Penn- 
ſylvania, Maryland, Carolina, the Bahama and Lucay 
iſlands, were prejudicial and repugnant to the trade of 
the kingdom and the welfare of his majeſty's ſubjects in 
the other plantations, and to his majeſty's revenue ariſing 
from the cuſtoms. It alſo further alledged, that irregu- 
larities, piracies, and unlawful trade were countenanced 
and encouraged by the authority in the chartered colo- 
nies. It therefore enacted, “ That all and ſingular, the 
cc clauſes, matters, and things, contained in any charters, 
cc or letters patents, granted by the great ſeal of England, 
« by any of his royal predeceſſors, by his preſent majeſ- 
tc ty, or the late Queen, to any of the ſaid plantations, 
« or to any perſons in them, ſhould be utterly void and of 
« none effect. It further enacted, that all ſuch powe!, 
« authority, privileges, and juriſdictions ſhould be and 
« were re-united, annexed to, and veſted in his majelty, 
te his heirs and ſucceſſors, in right of the crown of Eng- 
« land, to all intents and purpoſes, as though no ſuch 
c charters or letters patent had been had or made.“ 
Sik Henry Aſhurſt, viewing the act as unjuſt, and ſub- 


againſt the verſive of the civil and religious rights of the colony, pre- 


- 


ferred a petition to the Lords ſpiritual and temporal in 
parliament aſſembled, repreſenting that ſaid bill would do 
great injuſtice to the inhabitants of Connecticut: That it 
would make void the charter granted to the colony by 


Copy of the bill on file. 


— I 
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King Charles the ſecond : That the government was: by Book I. 
(aid charter granted to them, and was ſo interwoven wit 
their property, that it could not be taken away, without 1704. 
expoſing them to the utmoſt confuſion, if not to utter ru- 
in: That the inhabitants had never been accuſed of male- 
adminiſtration, piratical or unlawful trade, and that their 
caſe was different from his majeſty's other plantations in 
America. He therefore humbly prayed to be heard, by 
his council, at the bar of the houſe, in their behalf.* In 
conſequence of this, it was granted, May 3d, 1701, that 
the petitioner ſhould be heard againſt the bill. 

SIR HENRY was a faithful man, had honorable connex- 
jons, and his influence at court was very conſiderable. He 
raiſed all the oppoſition to the paſſing of the bill in his 
power. Repreſentations were made not only of the am- Reaſons 
ple rights and privileges granted to Connecticut, by char- agaunſt its 
ter, but that they were granted for important conſidera. P's» 
tions, and particular ſervices performed: That the inhabi- 
tants, at great expenſe and danger, had purchaſed, ſubdued, 
and planted an extenſive country, had defended it againſt 
the Dutch, French, and other enemies of the nation, had 
enlarged his majeſty's dominions, and increaſed come 
merce : 'That the charter not only gave the inhabitants 
powers of government, but ſecured the title of their lands 
and tenements; and that, in theſe views, the paſſing of 
the bill would be an act of great injuſtice, would be ruin- 
, ous to the colony and prejudicial to the general intereſt. 
It was inſiſted, that it would be ſtill more arbitrary and 
unjuſt, as the colony had not been even accuſed of male- 
adminiſtration, piratical or illegal practices, or ſo much 
heard on the ſubject. It was pleaded, that the colony 
had ever been loyal and obedient, and if any irregularities, 
or inadvertencies ſhould finally be found in the govern- 
ment, it would, on the firſt notice of it, undoubtedly be 
reformed. At the ſame time, the taking away of ſo man 
charters was, at once, calculated to deſtroy all confidence 
in the crown, in royal patents and promiſes, to diſcour- 
age all further enterpriſe, in ſettling and defending the 
country, to create univerſal diſcontent and diſaffection in 
the colonies, and to produce effects much more prejudi- 
tial to the nation than any of thoſe, which were then mat- 
ter of complaint. It would alſo afford a precedent moſt x; miſcar- 
alarming to all the chartered corporations in England. ries, 
Theſe various conſiderations operated ſo powerfully a- 
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Book I. gainſt the bill, that it could not be carried through the 
Wy houſes. 


1704. 


Governor DuDLEyY and Lord Cornbury however, 


Enemies were not diſcouraged. They determined to make a more 
of the col- open and powerful oppoſition to the charter rights of 


ony not 
diſcoura- 
ged. 


They are 
powerful. 


Unite 
their iuflu · 
enct a- 
gainſt the 
colony. 


ConneQicut. And they determined, as much had been 
made of this argument, that ConneCticut had never been 
accuſed of male-adminiſtration, piracy orany illegal trade, 
to remove it out of the way, by a direct impeachment of 
the colony of high miſdemeanors. They were both pow- 
erful enemies. Governor Dudley was not only a mah 
of great intrigue, but had a party at court, who were men 
of art and influence. Lord Cornbury was nearly related 
to her majeſty, Queen Anne, and had many noble con- 
nexions, whoſe weight, with her royal perſon and the 
court, was not inconſiderable. Excluſive of theſe, the 
colony had enemies among themſelves. Nicholas Hal. 
lam, Major Palms, Captain Maſon, Daniel Clark, and 
others, had either appealed to England againſt the colo- 
ny, or were ſcheming to poſſeſs themſelves of large tracts 
of land, and for that purpoſe were encouraging the Mo. 
heagan controverſy. Hallam had appealed to England 
againſt the colony and loſt his caſe. ' 'The king in coun- 
cil had eſtabliſhed the judgment given againſt him in the 
courts of Connecticut. Major Palms, who had married 
the daughter of John Winthrop, Eſquire, the firſt gor- 
ernor of Connecticut, under the charter, had imagined, 
himſelf injured by the adminiſtrators on the governor's 
eſtate, and had brought an action againſt them. Loſing 
his caſe before the courts in this colony, he had appealcd 
to England. He was particularly irritated againſt the 
colony, and againſt his brother in law, Fitz John Win- 
throp, Eſquire, then governor of the colony. Theſe 
malecontents, all united their influence, by the groſſeſt 
miſrepreſentations, and all other means in their power, 
to injure the colony in its moſt eſſential intereſts. 
Lorp Cornbury was poor, and not unwilling, by any 
means, to get money. He had made a demand of four 
hundred and fifty pounds, upon the colony, for the de- 
fence of New-York. Connecticut judged, that it was 
not their duty to comply with his demand, as their expen- 
ſes already were as great as the colony was able to bear. 
DvuDLEY and Cornbury, therefore, proceeded to draw 
up articles of complaint, againſt the colony. Dudley 
employed one Bulkley to write againſt the government. 


He drew up a large folio book, which he termed ths 
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Doom or MrsERrEs of Connecticut. In this, he not on- Book I. 
ly exceedingly miſrepreſented and criminated the colony 
but expatiated on the advantages of a general governor 1704. 

of New-England, and highly recommended the govern- 

ment of Sir Edmund Androſs.* 

Anon other complaints, the principal articles partic- Come | 
ularly charged were, ſummarily, theſe : That the govern- 3 
or did not obſerve the acts of trade and navigation, N 
but encouraged illegal commerce and piracy: That the 
colony was a receptacle of pirates, encouraged aud har- 
boured by the government: That the government har- 
boured and protected ſoldiers, ſeamen, ſervants, and 
malefactors, who made their eſcape from other parts, and 
would not deliver them up when demanded. It was alſo 
charged againſt the colony, that it harboured great num- 
bers of young men, from Maſſachuſetts and New-York, 
where they were obliged to pay taxes for the expenſes of 
the war, and induced them to ſettle there, principally, be- 
cauſe; it impoſed no taxes for that purpoſe : That the 
colony would not furniſh their quota for the fortification 
of Albany and New-Y ork, and the aſſiſtance of Maſſachu- 
ſetts Bay, againſt the French and Indians : And, that if 
any of her majeſty's ſubjects, of the other colonies, ſued 


for debt, in any of the courts of the colony, no juſtice 


could be done them, if the debt were againſt any of its 
inhabitants. It was alſo charged, that Connecticut, un- 
der the colour of their charter, made capital laws, tried 
murders, robberies, and other crimes, and puniſhed with 
death and baniſhment ; and that their courts of judica- 
ture were arbitrary and unjuſt : 'That the legiſlature would 
not ſuffer the laws of England to be pleaded in their 
courts, unleſs it were to ſerve a turn for themſelves : That 
they had refuſed to grant appeals to her majeſty in coun- 
cil, and had given great vexation to thoſe, who had de- 
manded them: That the government had refuſed to ſub- 
mit to her majeſty, and to his royal highneſs's commiſ- 
hon of vice-admiralty, and for commanding its mili- 
tia; and had defeated the powers, which had been given 
to the governors of her majeſty's neighbouring colonies, 
for that purpoſe. Finally, it was charged, that the legiſ- 
lature had made a law, that chriſtians, who were not of 
their communion, ſhould not meet to worſhip Gop, with- 
out licence from their aſſembly, which law extended even 


Vetter of Sir Henry Afhurft, on file, 
H h h 
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faithful and tender care of them, from the firſt ſettlement 
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to the church of England, as well as to chriſtians of other 
denominations tolerated in England. | 

WuiLE Governor Dudley was thus attempting the 
ruin of the colony, in. the court of England, he kept up 
the appearance of the moſt entire friendſhip towards it, 
in this country; and in a letter, of about the ſame date 
with his complaints, thanked the legiſlature for the great 
ſupplies which they had given him and the colony, 

THe general aſſembly had appointed the moſt reſpect- 
able committees, and taken great pains to. compromiſe all 
difficulties with Owaneco and the Moheagans; and tho 
they had made repeated purchaſes and-obtained ample 
deeds of their lands, yet, rather than have any uneaſineſs 
among the Indians, they offered Owaneco ſuch a ſum of 
money, to make him eaſy, as was entirely ſatisfactory to 
him; but Maſon and the other malecontents, who wiſhed 
to poſſeſs the Indian lands, would not ſuffer him to ac- 
cept it, and fruſtrated all attempts for an accommodation, 

WIILE Maſon. and other enemies were practiſing their 
arts, in Connecticut, Hallam, aſſiſted by Dudley and his 
party, with other malecontents, on both fides of the wa- 
ter, was making grievous complaints, in England, of the 
injuſtice and cruelty of the colony towards Owaneco, in 
driving him from his lands, and depriving the Moheagans 
even of their planting grounds. It was pretended, that, 
in the late grant and patent to the town of New-London, 
the legiſlature had conveyed away all his lands in that 
quarter, whereas particular care was taken, both in the 
grant and patent, to ſecure all the property and privileges 
of the Moheagans. The affembly had taken the moſt 


of the colony to that time. According to their agree- 
ment with Major Maſon, then deputy governor of the 
colony, when he reſigned the Moheagan land to the al- 
fembly, they granted him a farm of five hundred acres, 
and it was laid out to him ata place called, by the Indians, 
Pomakuk. They had alſo reſerved a fine tract of land, 
of between four and five thouſand acres, to the Mohea- 
gans to plant on, which was much more than ſufficient 
for that purpoſe. But the repreſentations, which theſe 
evil minded men were conſtantly making to Owaneco 
and his people, at ſome times, made them uneaſy, and 
ſome of them probably imagined, that they were really 
injured. At the ſame time, the affair was ſo repreſented 
in England, as made impreſſions on the minds of man) 
very unfavorable to the colony. | 
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Is this ſituation of affairs, Hallam, aſſiſted by the male- Book I. 
contents in 2 — and America, preferred a complaint 
and petition to her majeſty, Queen Anne, repreſenting, 2794: 
that the ſachems of he Me tribe of Indians were 1 3 
the original and chief proprietors of all the lands in tlie jeſty in fa- 
colony: That they were a great people, and had received vor of the 
and treated the firſt planters in a peaceable and friendly Mohea- 
manner: That, for an inconſiderable value, they had Suns. 
nted their lands to them, reſerving to themſelves a 
ſmall parcel only for planting ground; and that the gore 
eral aſſembly of Connecticut had paſſed an act by which 
they had taken that from them, which, until that time, 
they had always enjoyed. For theſe reaſons, it was pray- 
ed, that her majeſty would appoint commiſſioners to ex- 
amine into all theſe matters, and into all the other inju- 
ries and violences which had been done to the Mohea- 
gans, and to determine reſpeCting them according to e- 

uity. | 

; Hrs majeſty, impoſed upon and deceived by theſe re- N __ 
ſentations, and not waiting to give the colony an op- N 

portunity to be heard, on the 19th of July 1704, granted commiC- 

2 commiſſion to Joſeph Dudley, Eſquire, the great ene- fioners to 

my of the colony, Thomas Povey, Eſquire, lieutenant hear the 

governor of Maffachuſetts, Major Edward Palms, and - 

others, to the number of twelve, authorizing them to 

hear and determine the whole affair, reſerving liberty to 

either to-appeal to her majeſty in council. 

Ar the ſeſſion in May, a reſpectable committee was ap- 
pointed, with ample powers, to examine into all the com- 
plaints of Owaneco and the Moheagan Indians, and to 
report to the aſſembly in October. The committee ap- 
pointed time and place, and attempted to accompliſh the 
bulineſs, for which they had been appointed; but Cap- 
tain Maſon, whom Owaneco had choſen for his guardian, 
had art enough to fruſtrate the deſign. He made a jour- 
ney to Boſton, at the very time, and Owaneco would do 
nothing without him. In the mean time, the commiſ- 
hon was granted by the Queen, and the colony were un- 

pily drawn into a long and expenſive controverſy. 
Tux Maſons claimed the lands purchaſed by their an- 
ceſtor, Deputy Governor John Maſon, by virtue of a deed 
given to him, by Uncas, in 1659, while he acted as agent 
of the colony, and denied the legality of the ſurrender 
which he made of them, in the general afſembly, the next 
year. They inſiſted, that it reſpected nothing more than 
the juriſdiction right, and that the title to the ſoil was 
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Book I. veſted in their family, as guardians or overſeers of the In- 
WY>Y dians. While they pretended great concern for the In. 
280 dians, their ſole object was to hold all thoſe lands, inclu- 
ded in ſaid deed, for themſelves and others, who had uni. 
ted with them in proſecution of the affair againſt the colony, 
Six Henry Aſhurſt, wiſhing to preſerve the important 
privileges of the colony, had taken pains to poſtpone the 
hearing of the complaints againſt it, as far as poſſible, that 
the governor and company might have intelligence con- 
Hearing cerning them, and ſend their anſwer ; but, on the 12th 
ofthe of February 1705, the hearing came on, before her ma- 
ue jeſty in council. Governor Dudley and Lord Cornbury 
45-27 ada had ſpared no pains to carry their point before her majelſ- 
gainſt 
Conneqi. ty- Dudley had been careful to procure and lay before 
cut before her an opinion of the attorney general, in King William's 
her majeſ. reign, © that he might ſend a governor to Connecticut.“ 
tY,1705- Further, to prepare the way for the deciſion which he 
wiſhed, he procured another opinion of the attorney and 
ſolicitor general, reſpecting the caſe of Connecticut, as it 
then appeared, « that if it were as Governor Dudley had 
« repreſented, there was a defect in the government: 
« That the colony was not able to defend itſelf, and in 
cc imminent danger of being poſſeſſed by the queen's ene- 
c mies: And that, in ſuch caſe, the queen might ſenda 
cc governor, for civil and military government; but not 
& to alter the laws and cuſtoms.” 

HR majeſty had directed Sir Henry to appear and 
ſhow reaſons, if any he had, why ſhe ſhould not appoint 
a governor over the colony. He conſidered every thing 
dear to it at ſtake, and therefore made exertions in ſome 
meaſure proportionate to the magnitude of the cauſe, 
Lord Paget, a man of great influence, was his brother by 
marriage, and he was related to, or intimately connected 
with other principal characters at court. He made all 
the intereſt, and obtained all the influence which he poſ- 
fibly could, either by himſelf or his conneCtions, in fayor 
of the colony. He obtained two of the beſt council in 
England; both parliament men, and poſſeſſing an eſtate 
of a thouſand pounds a year. He ſtood firm againſt all 
the charges of Dudley, Lord Cornbury, Congrave, and 
others, againſt the colony, and by his council, for an 
hour and an half, defended it againſt all the art and in. 
trigue of its adverſaries, and all the law learning, and 
eloquence of the attorney and ſolicitor general.“ 
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Letter of Sir Henry Aſhurſt, February 15th 1505, on file: 
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As Connecticut was entirely ignorant of the charges Book I. 

brought againſt it, and no information or evidence could Www 
be thence obtained, Sir Henry and his council were ne- 1795-, 
ceſſitated to employ ſuch means as were in their power. hg ng 
They . ſtated the rights and privileges granted by tion of the 
the royal charter, the territory it conveyed, and the pow- colony. 
ers with which it veſted the governor and company. 
They ſhowed, that theſe patents were confirmed by a 
non obſtante, and always to be conſtrued in the moſt fa- 
yorable light for the grantees. It was demonſtrated, that 
the legiſlature were veſted with ample powers to make 
laws, criminal and capital, as well as civil; to inflict 
baniſhment, death, and all other capital puniſhments, in 
all capital caſes, no leſs than in others. It was alſo re- 
preſented, that the governors, or commanders in chief, 
were, by charter, veſted with plenary powers to aſſemble 
in martial array, and put in warlike poſture the inhabit- 
ants of the colony, for their defence, and to commiſſion 
ethers, for the like purpoſes. It was alſo clearly ſhown, 
that, by charter, they had the ſame right to ſh, trade, 
and do all other buſineſs, and enjoy all other privileges, 
by land and ſea, which any other of her majeſty's ſub- 
jets had a right to do, or enjoy. It was therefore ur- 
ped, that all thoſe matters, charged againſt the colony, 
reſpecting their making capital laws and inflicting capital 
puniſhments, whether death or baniſhment, were no 
crimes ; but things which the legiſlature not only had a 
nght, but were bound in faithfulneſs to do, as circum- 
ſtances might require. For the ſame reaſon it was alſo 
inſiſted, that the colony's claiming a right to command 
their own militia, and defeating the deſigns of the gov- 
emors of the other colonies, who wiſhed to command it, 
were no crimes. It was inſiſted, that doing them was 
to more than defending themſelves in the enjoyment of 
their legal rights. 

Wirn reſpect to the irregularity and injuſtice of the 
courts in Connecticut, it was obſerved, that general 
charges deſerved no reply : That it did not appear, that 
what was charged was any thing more than mere hearſay 
and clamor. But it was pleaded, that, on the contrary, 
_ had ſubſtantial evidence of the juſtice of the courts 
in Connecticut. That ſeveral appeals had been made, 
to her majeſty, from the judgment of thoſe courts : That 
they had been different caſes, and in every inſtance, the 
judgments given by the courts in ConneCticut, had been 


approved by her majeſty and the lords committee of 
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his letter of June 1703, „ that he labored under great 
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council. This it was ſaid, was a notable evidence of 
their juſtice ; and that, ſo far as appeared, there had 
been no injuſtice or irregularity in any one court in ths 
colony. 

Wir reſpe& to Governor Dudley's complaint, that 
Connecticut did not furniſh the men which he demand- 
ed, and that of Lord Cornbury, that it did not comply 
with his demands for money, it was anſwered, that it did 
not appear, from the charter, that the colony was obliged 
to comply with thoſe requiſitions : 'That the governor 
of other colonies had no right to command the legiſlature 
and people of Connecticut: and that they were under no 
obligations to obey them, any further than it ſhould he 
required by her majeſty. It was further obſerved, with 
reſpect to the money, that it appeared from his lord{hip'; 
letter, that the general aſſembly of Connecticut had taken 
the requiſition into their conſideration, and had determin- 
ed to know her majeſty's pleaſure before they gave away 
their money. It was affirmed, that there was nothing 
diſloyal in ſuch a determination: That the colony had 
right to grant, or not to grant their money, as they judg- 
ed it expedient or not: That they had a right to know 
the purpoſe for which they granted it; and that their re- 
ferring it to her majeſty's pleaſure, was an implication of 
their obedience to it, whenever it ſhould be known. 

WrrtH reference to Connecticut's harbouring deſert- 
ers, malefaCtors, pirates, and the like, it was obſerved, 
that it was a general charge of little weight, and deſerved 
no anſwer. It was affirmed to be a common thing, even 
in England, for ſoldiers and others to go from one coun- 
try into another, and not to be found ; yet it might not 
be any crime or fault in the country where they ſecretet 
themſelves. As to Captain Matthews finding two ſol. 
diers at Stamford, and ſending for Major Silleck to ſe- 
cure them, it did not appear, that there was the leaſt fault 
in the major. It was evident, from his lordſhip's letter, 
that he went to Stamford, that the ſoldiers were brought, 
and that while the major and Matthews were converliny 
together, in a private room, they made their eſcape. I 
was ſaid, it might be more the fault of Matthews than of 
Silleck ; for it did not appear that Matthews was ke} 
there by any force or conſtraint, but was examining ini 
the affair, or talking generally upon the ſubject. ; 

Wirz relation to the complaint of Lord Cornbury in 


« misfortunes, in relation to the neighbouring provincet 
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« That the coaſt of Connecticut is oppoſite to two thirds Book I. 
« of Long-Iſland; by which means, they filled all that. 
« part of the iſland with European goods, cheaper than x05. - 
« their merchants could, becauſe they paid duties, and | 

« thoſe of Connecticut paid none; nor would they be 

« ſubjeQ to the acts of navigation; by which means 

« there had been no trade between the city of New- York 

« and the eaſt end of Long-Ifland, from whence the 

« greateſt part of the whale oil came; and that it was 

« difficult to perſuade thoſe people that they belonged to 

« that province,” it was replied, that there appeared to 


| 

| 

- be no fault in Connecticut in this reſpect. It was main- 
tained, that the inhabitants had a right to trade where 
, they pleaſed, if it were not repugnant to the laws of Eng- 
i land. It alſo was pleaded, that there was no evidence, 
* that they had been guilty of any illegal trade or practices; 


and that they were a poor people and carried on little 
vade. 
Ix a letter of the ſame date, with the former, his lord- 
tp had obſerved, © that he was ſatisfied this vaſt conti- 
« nent, which might be made very uſeful to England, if 
right meaſures were taken, would never be ſo till all 
C the propriety and charter governments were brought 
« under che crown.” To this it was replied, that this 
night, or it might not be the caſe : That the ſame, as 
arcumſtances might be, might be ſaid of all the charters 
n England. It was however inſiſted, that the words 
lounded harſh and had an ill reliſh. 

IT was, however, much inſiſted on, that the attorney 
ud ſolicitor general had reported, That her majeſty 
mght appoint a governor for Connecticut.“ To this, 


* tie council for the colony anſwered, that the report was 
10 ypothetical, founded on the ſuppoſition, that the colony 
* vas not able to defend itſelf, and was in danger of fallin 


ito the hands of her majeſty's enemies; but that there 
vas no evidence of theſe facts. It did not appear, they 
kid, that Connecticut was in a more defenceleſs ſtate, or 
u greater danger of becoming a prey to her majeſty's 
enemies, than any of the other colonies. It was plead- 
ed, that the attorney and ſolicitor general had not report- 
ed that either of theſe was the caſe, and therefore their 
opinion could not be made a plea for ſending a governor 
bo Connecticut. 

URTHER, it was {trenuoufly maintained, that it was 
nn eſſential right of every individual and corporation to 
be heard before they were condemned; and that the 
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evidence, given upon oath, and that it could never be rex 


Her ma- 
jeſty's de- 
termina- 
tion reſ 
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governor and company of Connecticut ought to be heard 
upon the articles, exhibited againſt them, before an 
judgment be formed reſpecting them. It was obſeryed, 
that governors, who, by enlarging their own territories, 
might increaſe their honors and profits, were apt to com. 
plain: That they were under peculiar temptations, eſpe. 
cially at ſuch a diſtance, where it was ſo difficult to make 
enquiry and obtain the truth: That there was more rea- 
ſon to ſuſpect the governors complaining, than the goy. 
ernor of Connecticut, who acted with a council and an 
aſſembly. It was therefore affirmed, that there was every 
reaſon, that the colony ſhould be heard in its own de. 
fence. If either the governor of New-England or Ney. 
York were impeached, and the ſame complaints made a. 
inſt them, ſaid the council, which they have brought 
againſt ConneCticut, her majeſty would do nothing, with 
reſpect to them, until they had been heard. It would 
be contrary to all law and reaſon; much more ſo, to treat 
a whole colony in this manner, in a caſe in which their 
charter might be forfeited and their fortunes ruined, It 
was obſerved, that governors appointed during pleaſure 
often committed barbarous acts to enrich themſclves; 
and that they had nothing to loſe but their office; where- 
as the colony of Connecticut was of great ſubſtance, and 
had every thing to loſe : That even in ordinary caſes, in 
which the property and character of one man only were 
concerned, nothing was determined but upon ſuthcient 


ſonable to condemn a colony upon mere ſuggeſtions: 
That it might appear upon a full examination, that the 
governor of Connecticut was much better qualified to 
govern, than the governor of New-York or Maſſachu- 
ſetts. It was therefore pleaded, that the articles of com- 
plaint might be ſent to the governor and company of 
Connecticut, and that they might have an opportunity to 
anſwer for themſelves : That there could be no danger i 
this; and if any irregularities ſhould be found, in the 
management of their government, they would moſt cer- 
tainly reform and obey her majeſty's commands.“ 
Urox this full hearing, it was determined, that the 
lords of trade ſhould draw out the principal articles of 
complaint, and ſend a copy of them to the governor of 
Connecticut, and to the two principal. complainanty 


* Caſe of Connecticut ſtated, and pleadings before her majek}, 
February 12th, x705, on file, 
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Governor Dudley and Lord Cornbury, and that Connect- Book I, 
icut ſhould ſend their anſwer with evidence reſpeQting = 
the ſeveral articles, legally taken and ſealed with the pub- ro. 
lic ſeal of the colony. Governor Dudley and Lord petting | 
Cornbury were alſo directed to tranſmit their evidence of moms 
the articles charged publicly and legally taken. ge fa 
By this means Dudley, Cornbury, and their abettors ; 
were caught in their own ſnare, their ſelfiſhneſs and du- hs 
plicity were made to appear, in a ſtrong point of light, ot Hudiey 
and their whole ſcheme at once totally ruined. They and Corn- 
were totally unable to ſupport the charges which they bury. 

had brought againſt the colony. At the ſame time, the 

legiſature of Connecticut were able to produce the molt 
ſubſtantial evidence, that the very reverſe of wat had 

been pretended was true. They had the laſt and this 

ear between five and fix hundred men in actual ſervice. E _ refs 
Four hundred of this number had been employed, prin- {hg 1 2 
cipally, in the defence of Maſſachuſetts and New-York. ny. 
The committee of war, conſiſting of the governor, moſt 

of the council, and other -principal men in the colony, 
had met with officers and commiſſioners from Maſſachu- 
ſetts, and moſt harmoniouſly united with them in opin- 
ion, and meaſures for the common defence. The legiſ- 
lature were not only able to prove theſe facts from the 
records of the colony and from the reſolutions of the 
committee of war, but, what was ſtill more confounding 
to Governor Dudley, to produce a letter of his, under 
his own hand and ſignature, acknowledging their gene- 
rous and prompt aſſiſtance in the war, and thanking them 
for the aid which they had given him. f They produced 
ſubſtantial evidence, that when they had ſcarcely two 
| thouſand pounds, in circulating medium, in the whole 
colony, they had, in three years, expended more than 
that ſum, in the defence of her majeſty's provinces of 
Maſſachuſetts and New-York. They were able to evince, 
that they had ſhewn the utmoſt loyalty and attachment 
to the queen; been punCtual in their obſervance of the 
20s of trade and navigation; had not been pirates them- 
ſelves, nor, at any time, harboured pirates, deſerters, ſer- 
rants, or criminals, among them. 
Wirn reſpect to appeals to her majeſty, the legiſla- 

| tare affirmed, they had not refuſed to admit them only 


7 They were able to produce letters of thanks, from the com- 
manding officers, miniſters, and principal gentlemen in the coun» 
ty of Hampſhire, for the aſſiſtance which they had given them. 
Thoſe letters are now on file. 
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Book I. in caſes in which proper ſecurity or ſufficient bondſmey 

YN had not been offered. In-the appeals of Major Palms, 

1705. which ſeem to have been the only inſtances of which 
complaint had been made, the court judged, that the 
ſecurity offered was inſuſhcient. 'The men, who offered 
themſelves to be bound, appeared to have little or no 
property. As to the vexations complained of, theſe re- 
ſpected the obtaining of copies of the judgments of the 
courts in his caſe. It ſeems he applied to the aſſembl 
for them; but the aſſembly declined giving them, inſiſt. 
ing, that it was not their province to give copies of the 
doings of other courts. He was therefore referred to 
the courts in which the judgments had been given. 

In the appeals of Major Palms, and in all other inſtan- 
ces, the judgments of the courts in Connecticut were 
finally eſtabliſned. Upon a full examination of the com- 
plaints, they appeared not only groundleſs but invidious. 
The loyalty, juſtice, and honor of the colony appeared 
more conſpicuous than they had done before. But it was 
ſome time before the evidence of the true ſtate of the 
caſe could be collected and tranſmitted to England. 

_ MeaxwariLr Dudley and Cornbury never loſt fight 

of their object, but vigorouſly proſecuted the deſign of 
ſubverting the government. There had been, nearly 

fifty years before, a law enacted againſt the quakers, but 

it does not appear, that it had ever been acted upon, in 
Connecticut, and was, at that time, become obtolcte. 

It appears, by a letter of the governor's, to Sir Henry 

Aſhurſt, that he did not know of one perſon, then in 

the colony, who was acknowledged to be a quaker. But 
Governor Dudley, by ſome means, obtained a copy of 

the law, and procured a publication of it in Boſton. The 
knowledge of it was communicated to the quakers in 
England, and they were ſpirited up to petition for a te- 

peal of the law of Connecticut againſt the quakers. A 
ny - petition, about the beginning of April, was preferred to 
nk majeſ. ker majeſty, on the ſubject, reciting ſaid law, and repre- 
ty. ſenting, that it was calculated to extirpate their friends 
from that part of her majeſty's dominion, and praying 

that ſhe would difallow the ſaid law. Sir Henry Aſhurſt 
preſented a petition to the lords of trade and plantation, 

to whom the petition of the quakers had been referred, 

praying them to adviſe her majeſty to come to no deter- 
mination on the ſubject, until the colony ſhould have 

notice of the petition, and have time to ſend their an- 

ſwer. He repreſented, that the law was made againk 
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Adamites and Ranters: That it was become obſolete, 
and quakers lived as peaceably in Connecticut, as in any 
of her majeſty's plantations. He repreſented to their 
lordſhips, that there had been more complaints exhibited 
againſt this poor colony, in three or four years, without 
any crime proved, than had been before from the time 
of its firſt ſettlement, which made him believe, that there 
were diſaffected perſons, who were attempting, by all 
means, to make them weary of their charter government: 
That before the appointment of a certain governor for 
New-England, the colony had enjoyed uninterrupted 
peace, for many years, and would have done to that time, 
had it not been for his miſrepreſentations. He aſſured 
them, that he had been informed, that Governor Dudley 
had, about two years before, ordered the act againſt the 
quakers to be printed, in Boſton, on purpoſe, that the 
quakers, in England, might join with his other in{tru- 
ments in clamors againſt Connecticut, to deprive it of its 
charter privileges.“ 

HeR majeſty, upon the advice of the lords of trade and 
plantation, declared the act againſt the quakers null and 
void, without giving the colony a hearing. 

Six Henry Aſhurſt, writing to the colony ſoon after, 
ſays, „ You ſee how you are every way attacked.“ 

Tax enemies of the colony in Connecticut and New- 
England were no leſs active than thoſe on the other fide 
of the water. As they had obtained a commiſſion for 
the trial of the caſe between Connecticut and the Mo- 
heagans, they ſpared no pains to carry their point. On 
the 5th of July 1705, Captain John Chandler, in behalf 
of Owaneco, Captain Samuel Maſon, Hallam, and oth- 
ers, who intereſted themſelves in recovering the lands 
from the colony, began the ſurvey of the Moheagan coun- 
try, and having accompliſhed the work drew a map of it, 
with a view to the trial, before Dudley's court, which 
was approaching. 'The governor ſent an officer and pro- 
hibited his entering upon the ſurvey ; but the party gave 
large bonds to indemnify him, and he procceded not- 
withitanding. The boundaries, as ſurveyed and report- 
ed by Chandler, Captain John Parke, Edward Culver, 
and Samuel Sterry, who aſſiſted him, were, on the ſouth, 


from a large rock, in Connecticut river, near eight mile os 


land in the bounds of Lyme, eaſtward, through Lyme, 
New-London, and Groton, to Ah-yo-ſup-ſuck, a pond 
in the northeaſtern part of Stonington z on the caſt, from 
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Book I. in caſes in which proper ſecurity or ſufficient bondſmen 

WA had not been offered. In-the appeals of Major Palms, 

I 705. which ſeem to have been the only inſtances of which 
complaint had been made, the court judged, that the 
ſecurity offered was inſuſhicient. The men, who offered 
themſclves to be bound, appeared to have little or no 
property. As to the vexations complained of, theſe re. 
ſpected the obtaining of copies of the judgments of the 
courts in his caſe. It ſeems he applied to the aſſembly 
for them; but the aſſembly declined giving them, inſiſt. 
ing, that it was not their province to give copies of the 
doings of other courts. He was therefore referred to 
the courts in which the judgments had been given. 

In the appeals of Major Palms, and in all other inftan. 
ces, the judgments of the courts in Connecticut were 
finally eſtabliſhed. Upon a full examination of the com- 
plaints, they appeared not only groundleſs but invidious. 
The loyalty, juſtice, and honor of the colony appeared 
more conſpicuous than they had done before. But it was 
ſome time before the evidence of the true ſtate of the 
caſe could be collected and tranſmitted to England. 

_ MeaxwuriLls Dudley and Cornbury never loſt fight 

of their object, but vigorouſly proſecuted the deſign of 
ſubverting the government. There had been, nearly 

fifty years before, a law enaCted againſt the quakers, but 

it does not appear, that it had ever been acted upon, in 
Connecticut, and was, at that time, become obiolcte. 

It appears, by a letter of the governor's, to Sir Henry 

Aſhurſt, that he did not know of one perſon, then in 

the colony, who was acknowledged to be a quaker. But 
Governor Dudley, by ſome means, obtained a copy of 

the law, and procured a publication of it in Boſton. The 
knowledge of it was communicated to the quakers in 
England, and they were ſpirited up to petition for a re- 

| peal of the law of ConneCticut againſt the quakers. A 
Is + petition, about the beginning of April, was preferred to 
o majel. Ber majeſty, on the ſubject, reciting ſaid law, and repre- 
ty. ſenting, that it was calculated to extirpate their friends 
from that part of her majeſty's dominion, and praying 

that ſhe would diſallow the ſaid law. Sir Henry Aſhurſt 
preſented a petition to the lords of trade and plantation, 

to whom the petition of the quakers had been referred, 

praying them to adviſe her majeſty to come to no deter- 

mination on the ſubject, until the colony ſhould have 

notice of the petition, and have time to ſend their an- 

iwer. He repreſented, that the law was made againſt 
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of her majeſty's plantations. 
lordſhips, that there had been more complaints exhibited 
againſt this poor colony, in three or four years, without 
any crime proved, than had been before from the time 
of its firſt ſettlement, which made him believe, that there 
were diſaffected perſons, who were attempting, by all 
means, to make them weary of their charter government : 
That before the appointment of a certain governor for 
New-England, the colony had enjoyed uninterrupted 
peace, for many years, and would have done to that time, 
had it not been for his miſrepreſentations. He aſſured 
them, that he had been informed, that Governor Dudley 
had, about two years before, ordered the act againſt thE 
quakers to be printed, in Boſton, on purpoſe, that the 
quakers, in England, might join with his other inſtru— 
ments in clamors againſt Connecticut, to deprive it of its 
charter privileges.* 

HR majeſty, upon the advice of the lords of trade and 
plantation, declared the act againſt the quakers null and 
void, without giving the colony a hearing. 

Six Henry Aſhurſt, writing to the colony ſoon after, 
ſays, « You ſee how you are every way attacked.“ 

Tux enemies of the colony in Connecticut and New- 
England were no leſs active than thoſe on the other ſide 
of the water. As they had obtained a commiſſion for 
the trial of the caſe between Connecticut and the Mo- 
heagans, they ſpared no pains to carry their point. On 
the 5th of July 1705, Captain John Chandler, 


from the colony, began the ſurvey of the Moheagan coun- 
try, and having accompliſhed the work drew a map of it, 
with a view to the trial, before Dudley's court, which 
was approaching. The governor ſent an officer and pro- 
hibited his entering upon the ſurvey ; but the party gave 
large bonds to indemnify him, and he procceded not- 
withitanding. The boundaries, as ſurveyed and report- 
ed by Chandler, Captain John Parke, Edward Culver, 
and Samuel Sterry, who aſſiſted him, were, on the ſouth, 
from a large rock, in Connecticut river, near eight mile 
land in the bounds of Lyme, eaſtward, through Lyme, 
New-London, and Groton, to Ah-yo-ſup-ſuck, a pond 
in the northeaſtern part of Stonington ; on the caſt, from 
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Book I. this pond northward, to Mah man- ſuck, another pong, 
Wa thence to Egunk-ſank-a-poug, whetſtone hills; from 
1705. thence to Man-hum-ſqueeg, the whetſtone country, 
From this boundary, the line ran ſouthweſt, a few miles, 
to Acquiunk, the upper falls in Quinibaug river. Thence 
the line ran, a little north of weſt, through Pomfret, 
Aſhford, Willington, and Tolland, to Mo-ſhe-nup-ſuck, 
the notch of the mountain, now known to be the notch 
in Bolton mountain. From thence the line ran ſouth— 
erly, through Bolton, Hebron, and Eaſt-Haddam, to the 
firſt mentioned bounds. This, it appears, was the Pe. 
quot country, to the whole of which the Moheagans laid 
claim, after the conqueit of the Pequot nation, except 
ſome part of New-London, Groton, and Stonington, 
which had been the chief ſeat of that warlike tribe. The 
Moheagans claimed this tract as their hereditary country, 
and the Wabbequaſlet territory, which lay north of it, 
they claimed by virtue of conqueſt. 

Dudley's ON the 23d of Auguſt 1705, the court of commiſſion- 
court, Au- ers, appointed by her majeſty, to examine into the affair 
gult 23> of the Mohcagan lands, convened at Stonington. Writs 
— had been previouſly iſſued, ſummoning the governor and 
company, with the claimers of lands in controverſy, and 
all parties concerned, to attend at time and place. The 
court conſiſted of Joſeph Dudley, Eſquire, preſident, Ed- 
ward Palms, Giles Sylveſter, Jahleel Brenton, Nathaniel 
Byſield, Thomas Hooker, James Avery, John Avery, 

John Morgan, and Thomas Leffingwell. 
I ſeems that the governor and general aſſembly of 
Connecticut had not been ſerved with a copy of the com- 
miſſion, by which the court was inſtituted, and viewed it 
as a court of enquiry only, to examine and make report 
to her majeſty, and not to try and determine the title of 
the lands in diſpute. The committce, appointed by the 
aſſembly, to appear before the court, were conditionally 
Inſtruc- inſtructed. Provided the court was inſtituted for enqui- 
2 — ry only, they were to anſwer and ſhow the unreaſonable- 
3 neſs of the Moheagan claims, and the falſe light in which 
mittee. the affair had been repreſented; but if the deſign was to 
determine with reſpect to the title of the colony, the? 
were directed to enter their proteſt againſt the court, 
and withdraw. All inhabitants of the colony, perſonally 
intereſted in any of the lands in controverſy, were for- 
bidden to plead or make any anſwer before the court. 
SGovrRNOR Winthrop addreſſed the following letter te 
| the preſident, | 
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« New-London, Auguſt 21ſt, 1705. 
t SIR, | 
« T UNDERSTAND, by your excellency's letter of July 
« 3oth, your intentions to be at Stonington, on the 23d 
« inſtant, to hear the complaints of Owaneco againſt 
« this government. I hav: therefore, in obedience to 
« her majeſty's commands, directed and empowered 
« William Pitkin, John Cheſter, Eleazar Kimberly, Ef. 
« quires, Major William Whiting, Mr. John Eliot, and 
« Mr. Richard Lord to wait on your excellency, and 
« ſhow the unreaſonableneſs of thoſe complaints, and 
« the unpardonable affront put upon her majeſty, by 
« that falſe repreſentation, and the great trouble to your- 
« ſelf thereby; and I conclude, in a ſhort hearing, your 
tc excellency will be able to repreſent to her majeſty, 
« that thoſe complaints are altogether groundleſs. The 
« gentlemen ſhall aſſiſt your excellency's enquiry, in 
& ſummoning ſuch perſons as you ſhall pleaſe to deſire, 
« and all things elfe, reſerving the honor and privileges 
« of the government.” 
WHEN the committee came before the court they per- 
ceived, that they determined to try the title of the colony 
to the lands, and judicially to decide the whole contro- 
verſy. They reſolved therefore, not to make any anſwer 
or plea before them, but to proteſt againſt their proceed» 
ings. The proteſt is entered as followeth, 
« 'To his Excellency Joſeph Dudley, Eſquire, captain 


cc general and governor in chief of her majeſty's 
« colony of Maflachuſetts Bay, &c. 


« government, to certify your excellency, that, in obe- 
« dience to her majeſty's commands to this colony, we 
« are ready to ſhow the injuſtice of thoſe complaints a- 
« gainſt the government, made by Owaneco, to her 
« majeſty in council, if your excellency ſees good that 
« the complaints be produced, (provided the commiſ- 
« fioners, mentioned in her majeſty's commiſſion, with 
« your excellency, be qualified to act as members of the 
court of enquiry conſtituted thereby) that ſo your ex- 
« cellency and commiſſioners may, upon enquiry, be 
* enabled to make ſuch a true and juſt report of the 
* matters of fact, mentioned in ſaid complaints to her 
* majeſty, as you ſhall ſee meet. But if your excel- 
* lency (as appears to us) does conſtrue any expreſ- 
lions in the ſaid commiſſion, ſo as to empower the 
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Book I. © ſaid commiſſioners, by themfelves to enquire and ju. 
Way © dicially determine concerning the matter in contro. 


« yerſy, mentioned in the ſaid complaint, concerning the 
cc title of land or treſpaſs, and do refolve to proceed ac. 
c cordingly, as we cannot but judge it to be contrary to 
« her majeſty's moſt juſt and legal intentions, in ſaid 
« commiſſion ; ſo we mult declare againſt and prohibit 
« all ſuch proceedings, as contrary to law and to the let. 
« ters patent under the great ſeal of England, granted 
tc to this her majeſty's colony, and contrary to her ma- 
« jeſty's order to this government, concerning the ſaid 


& commiſſion and complaint, as well as to the known 


Judgment 
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ceedings 
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court, 


cc rights of her majeſty's fubjects, throughout ail her do- 
c minions, and ſuch as we cannot allow of. We only 
dc add, that it ſcems ſtrange to us, that your excellency 
c ſhould proceed in ſuch a manner, without firſt com- 
« municating your commiſſion to the general afſembly 


« of this her majeſty's colony.“ 
« WILLIAM PITEIN, &c.“ 


« Auguſt 24th, 1705.“ 


Tux inhabitants who had deeds of the lands in con- 
troverſy made default, as well as the colony ; but the 
court proceeded to an ex parte hearing. Owaneco, Ma- 
fon, Hallam, and their council produced fuch papers and 
evidence, and made ſuch repreſentations, as they pleaſed, 
without any perſon to confront them. After ſuch a par- 
tial hearing, of one day only, the court determined againſt 
the colony, and adjudged to Owaneco and the Mohea- 
gans a tract of land called Maſſapeag, lying in the town 
of New-London ; and another tract, of about eleven 
hundred acres, in the northern part of the town, which 
the aſſembly had granted as an addition to that townſhip, 
in 1703. The court alſo adjudged to them a tract, in 
the town of Lyme, two miles in breadth and nine miles 
in length, with the whole tract contained in the town ol 
Colcheſter. The court ordered Connecticut immediate- 
ly to reſtore all thoſe lands to Owaneco, and filed a bil 
of coſt againſt the colony of £573 : 12 : 8.* Thus 2 
cauſe of ſuch magnitude, in which the eſſential intereſts 
of a whole colony, and the fortunes of hundreds of in- 
dividuals were concerned, was carried wholly by intrigue 
and the groſſeſt miſrepreſentations. The commiſſion 
was granted, by her majeſty, wholly upon an ex paris 
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hearing, upon the repreſentation of the enemies of the Book I. 
colony; and the men who carried on the intrigue were 
appointed judges in their own caſe. Without hearing 7795» 
the caſe, contrary to all reaſon and juſtice, they gave 
judgment againſt the colony, and hundreds of individu- 
als. They gave away lands holden by conqueſt, pur- 
chaſe, ancient deeds from the original proprietors, well 
executed and recorded, by charter, acts and patents from 
the aſſembly, and by long poſſeſſhon. The chief judge 
had been uſing all his art and influence to ruin the colo- 
ny, and was now ſuppoſed to be ſcheming for a portion 
of its lands, as well as for the government. Major Palms 
had been a long time in controverſy with the colony, 
was exceedingly embittered againſt it and againſt the 
governor, his brother in law. Others of the commiſſion- 
ers were ſuppoſed to be confederate with Maſon and 
Clarke, and intereſted in the lands in controverſy. Hal- 
lam, Clarke, and ſeveral of the commiſſioners were wit= 
neſſes in the caſe. They were witneſſes and judges in 
their own cauſe, heard themſelves and no others. Owa- 
necp was placed, in ſtate, on the right hand of the preſi- 
dent, and the colony were treated worſe than criminals, 
with diſhonor and contempt. * 

AFTER the court had given judgment againſt the cole 
ony, on the 24th of Auguſt, they ſpent three days, in 
hearing ſuch complaints, as Owaneco, Maſon, and other 
perſons intereſted in the lands, or inimical to the colony, 
were pleaſed to make. When they had heard all the 
complaints and miſrepreſentations which they had to 
make, they repreſented to her majeſty, that Owaneco 
tomplai ned he was diſſeiſed of a tract of land, containing 
wout ſeven thouſand acres, called Mamaquaog, lying 
northward of Windham ; of another tract called Plain- 
held, and conſiderable ſkirts and parcels of land, en- 
croached upon and taken in, by the towns of Lebanon, 
Windham, and Canterbury. The court prohibited all 
ber majeſty's ſubjects from entering upon, or improving 
any of thoſe lands, until a further hearing and determi- 
nation of the caſe. Further, in the plenitude of their 
power, they appointed Captain John Maſon to be truſtee 
or guardian to Owaneco and his people, and to manage 
all their affairs. They repreſented, trom the evidence of 
Major James Fitch and Captain John Maſon, that the 
colony had left the Indians no land to plant on, and that 
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Book I. they conſiſted of a hundred and fifty warriors, one hun. 
A ured of whom had been in the actual ſervice of the coun. 
I 705. try that very year. 

THEsE Indians were enliſted and ſent out by the colo- 
ny of Connecticut, and went as cheerfully into ſervice, 
this year, as they had done at any time before. This 
gave demonſtrative evidence, that there was no genera] 
uneaſineſs among the Moheagans. Had there been, two 
thirds of their warriors would not have enliſted into the 
ſervice of the government. Indeed, Owaneco himſelf 
was not uneaſy only at turns, when the Maſons, Clarke, 
Fitch, Hallam, and others made him ſo; who were 
ſcheming to deprive him and the Moheagans of their 
lands, | 

! So far was it from being true, that Connecticut had 
F injured them, or taken their lands from them, that the 
| Had treated them with great kindneſs, defended them, 
b by their arms and at their own expenſe, and prevented 
4 their being ſwallowed up by their enemies. They had 
Is | left them a fine tract of land, of between four and five 
7 thouſand acres, between New-London and Norwich; 
| IF and both in the grant and patent to New-London, there 
þ was an expreſs reſervation of all the rights and property 
4 of the Indians“ The colony had not only reſerved 
j lands for the Moheagans, but for all other Indians in it, 
to plant upon. They ſuffered them to hunt, fiſh, and 
fowl, in all parts of it, and even to build their wigwams, 
and cut ſuch wood and timber, as they needed in any of 
their unincloſed lands. 

DvDLEY's court, having finiſhed ſuch buſineſs as was 

. agreeable to its wiſhes, adjourned until the next May; 
but it never met again. Before that time, the intrigue 
and duplicity of Governor Dudley and the malecontents 
became ſo evident, that all their deſigns were fruſtrated. 

Tux aſſembly, at their ſeſſion in October, appointed 2 

The af- committee, to examine into all matters reſpecting the In- 
ſembly 5 F ; Pecting tue 
appoint dians, and the complaints which had been ade againſt 
a commit» the colony, and, as ſoon as poſſible, to tranſmit a particu» 
tee re · lar and full anſwer to their agent. They were inſtructed 
bn — fully to acquaint him with a true ſtatement of the Mohea- 
to their Zan caſe, and of the whole management of Dudley and 
agent, His court. They were to repreſent, that Dudley, Palms, 
and others of the commiſſioners were intereſted, and par- 


Proceedings and judgment of the court in print, Moheag%t 
caſe, p. 26 to 67. (arg 
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ties in the cauſe, and to infiſt, that the manner in which Book I. 
the commiſſion was procured to Governor Dudley, Majo. 
Palms, and others, was matter of intrigue, and the whole 1305. 
proceſs arbitrary and illegal. | 
SIR Henry Aſhurſt, on receiving the papers relative to Sir Henry | 

the caſe, preſented a petition to her majeſty, repreſenting Aſhurſt 
the title of the colony to all the lands in controverſy, by 33 | {| 
conqueſt, purchaſe, royal charter, long poſſeſhon and im- jeſty. ; Et 
provement : That Uncas, when the Engliſh became firſt i 
acquainted with him, was a revolted Pequor, expelled 
his country, and had not a ſufficient number of men to 
make a hunt; and that the lands reſerved to him, were | 
not reſerved to him in conſequence of any right of his, but 1 
was a matter of mere permiſſion: That Joſeph Dudley, | 1 
Eſquire, Hallam, Palms, the Averys, Morgan, and Lef- 
fingwell, had grants of ſeveral parts of the controverted 
lands, and in their own names, or in the name of John | 
Maſon, were attempting to ſet up their titles to them: | 
That Dudley and Hallam, by miſrepreſentation, had ob- | 
tained a commiſſion from her majeſty, by ſurpriſe, under q 
the great ſeal of England, directed to the ſaid Dudley, {Ne 
Palms, the two Averys, Morgan, Leffingwell, and others, 1 ph 

6 

| 


- — _— 
» _ - - 
— — — — 1 _ 
— 
— 2 ä — Y — —— - — 


— - — — — - _ 8 
— > — 
_ „ — — 
— 1 * — = A =—_— 
_ O_o 
—_ —— — — * — > 
- — 9 — — 
— -- *. 
— — — WI - — 
* — + -. - — 
— "4 _— % 
_ — ̃ — — * * 


* 
— — —— 
— _ 


——— iV 
b CEE ERS — rea, 
— n 


222 ͤ „» ———— 
— 5 —— —̃ —V— — 


—— 
- 
— — — — - — 


- 


moſt of whom were of Dudley's and Hallam's denomina- 

tion, and under his influence; and that in the court, thus 

inſtituted, they were the accuſers, parties, and judges : 

That they had aſſumed to themſelves juriſdiction, in 2 | 
ſummary way, to try her majeſty's petitioners titles to their 1 
lands, and to evict and diſſeiſe them of their freeholds, an 
properties, and ancient poſſeſſions, without any legal pro- 
ceſs, or ſo much as the form of a trial. This, it was rep- i410 
reſented, tended to the deſtruction of all the rights of the id 3} 
colony, and was directly contrary to divers acts of parlia- | 
ment made and provided in ſuch caſes. The agent there- 
fore, in behalf of the colony, appealed from the judg- 
ment of ſaid court to her majeſty in council, and prayed 
that the caſe might be heard before her.* 


Id conſequence of this petition, her majeſty, ſometime Connecti- | | 
1 after, appointed a commiſſion of review. The affair was cut always 7 
d kept in agitation nearly ſeventy years. It was always, ger their | 1 
4. upon a legal hearing, determined in favor of the colony. . 7 14 
nd The final deciſion was by King George the III. in council. ' RJ 
15g Tarr commiſſioners of review, in 1743, not only deter- Adjudica- 1 
ate mined the title of the lands to be in the colony of Con- tion ofthe I 
f 

821 Petition in print, Moheagan caſe, p. 153-157. 
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Book I. necticut, but, * That the governor and company had 

WARY © treated the ſaid Indians with much humanity, at all 

1708. « times, and had, at all times, provided them with a ſuf. 

court of „ ficiency, at leaſt, of lands to plant on; and that no act 

review « or thing appeared either before the judgment of Joſeph 

1743 « Dudley, Eſquire, or ſince, by which they, the ſaid gov- 
« ernor and company, had taken from the Indians, or 
« from their ſachem, any tracts of land, to which the 
« Indians or their ſachem had any right, by reſervation 
« or otherwiſe, either in law or equity. 1 The pro- 
ceedings of the ſeveral courts of review, and the plead- 
ings before them and his majeſty in council, will moſt 
properly be noticed in the time of them, and will not be 
anticipated in this volume. 

THE agent of the colony petitioned her majeſty, in its 
behalf, to hear the complaints exhibited by Governor 
Dudley and his accomplices, that it might have an op- 
pms demonſtrating how falfe and groundlefs they 
were. He alſo prayed, that as Dudley had ſurpriſed her, 
to grant a commiſſion of high powers to the ſubverſion of 
the rights of her loyal ſubjects, and contrary to her gra- 
cious intentions towards them, and had abuſed her name 
and authority to ſerve his own dark deſigns, that her ma- 
jeſty would, in ſome exemplary manner, diſcountenance the 
ſaid Dudley and his abettors. 

HoweEevek, it does not appear, that Dudley or Lord 
Cornbury were ever obliged to bring forward any evi- 
dence in ſupport of the charges which they had exhibited, 
or that her majeſty, by any public act, diſcountenanced 
their intrigue and falſchood. They had fuch powerful 
friends at court, that they ſeem to have palliated and 
kept the affair, as far as poſſible, out of public view; and 
it ſeems to have been paſſed by without any further ex- 
amination. 

May 1706. THERE was no alteration made in the legiſlature, at 
the election in 1706. 

Tx aſſembly adopted the fame meaſures, for the de- 
fence of Connecticut and the neighbouring colonies, 
which they had done the year preceding. The ſame ot- 
ficers were appointed, and the ſame number of men lent 
into the field. 

Tre colony had aſſurances, from their agent, Sir Hen- 
ry Aſhurſt, that they had a clear right to command their 
own militia; that the governors of the neighbouring col- 


Judgment in print, Moheagan caſe, p. 140. 
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onies had no right to command their men, or money; Book I. ' 4.00 
and that this was the opinion of the beſt council in the Ft! 
nation. He aſſured them, that they were under no obli- 1706. WI 
gations to them, to do any thing more, than to furniſh 1 
ſuch quotas as her majeſty ſhould require. i 

CoNNECTICUT had done much more than this, both 10 
in the reign of King William and Queen Anne. Never- I 
theleſs, notwithſtanding the abuſive treatment of Gov- 1 
ernor Dudley, Lord Cornbury, and their aſſociates in 
miſchief, and the great expenſe which had been brought 
upon them, not only by the war, but in conſequence of 
the defence which their agent had been obliged to make 
for them, in England, ſuch was their zeal for her majeſ- 
ty's ſervice, and their concern and good will for their ſiſ- 
ter colonies, that they exerted themſelves no leſs for their 
defence, than if they had been under the command of 
their reſpeCtive governors. It was declared to her ma- 
jeſty, that had this been the caſe they could have done no 
more. | 

Ar the ſeſhon in October, the aſſembly paſſed the fol- , © for 
| lowing act in favor of the clergy, “That all the miniſ- the en- 
ters of the goſpel that now are, or hereafter ſhall be ſet- courage- 
| tled in this colony, during the continuance of their pub- To of 
lic ſervice in the goſpel miniſtry, ſhall have their eſtates, G4. 158. 
# lying in the ſame town where they dwell, and all tze 
polls belonging to their ſeveral families exempted, and 
they are hereby exempted and freed from being entered | 
in the public liſts and payment of rates.” By virtue of N 
this act, for the encouragement of the clergy of this colo- 
ny, they have always, from that to the preſent time, been 5 
| exempted from taxation.“ ip 4 
Tux colony, at this period, was in very low circum- 
ſtances. Its whole circulating caſh amounted only to a- 
bout two thouſand pounds. Such had been its expenſe 
in the war, and in defending itſelf againſt the attempts 
of its enemies, in England and America, that the legiſla- 


ture had been obliged to levy a tax, in about three years, | | 

„ of more than two ſhillings on the pound, on the whole As 
f- WH liſt of the colony. The taxes were laid and collected in N 7 
it grain, pork, beef, and other articles of country produce. 44 


| Theſe commodities were tranſported to Boſton and the ff 
| Weſt-Indies, and by this means money and bills of ex- 
; Change were obtained, to pay the bills drawn upon the 


_ 8 
W 
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* * Thelegiſlature had before releaſed their perſons from tax - 
© ation, but nat their families and eſtates, 
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Book I. colony, in England, and to diſcharge its debts at home. 
yay) Theſe low circumſtances, theſe miſrepreſentations, abuſe, 
1706. and dangers, from their enemies, our venerable anceſtors 


— — — — 


endured with an exemplary patience and magnanimity, ö | 
Under the preſſure of all this expenſe and danger, they 1 
cheerfully ſupported the goſpel miniſtry and ordinances, 1 
in their reſpective towns and pariſhes. They contem- l « 
plated their dangers and deliverances with wonder and 4 
thankſgiving, rejoiced in the enjoyment of their privileges, t 
and in the divine care and beneficence. E x 
te 
r 
= V 
CHAPTER XVIII. ei 
E al 
THE country is alarmed. Means of defence. The aſſembly E 1h 
decline the affording of any aſſiſtance in the expedition a- er 
gainſt Port Royal. Grant aſſiſtance to the frontier towns, in 
New townſhips granted and ſettled, The Rev. Gurdin tre 
Saltonſtall choſen governor. Ad empowering the freemen FT 
to chooſe the governor from among themſelves at large. tuc 
Acts relative to the ſettlement of the boundary line with ma 
Maſſachuſetts. Garriſons erected in the towns on the WW Fai 
frontiers. Expedition againſt Canada. Firſt emiſjun of the 
paper money, Addreſs to her majeſty. Lofs of the ccm ber 
at Wood Creek. Expedition againſt Port Royal. Exp. tou 
dition againſt Canada under the command of Admiral WWF reſt 
Walker and General Nicholſon. Fleet caſt away and the WF C 
enterpriſe defeated. The colony petition her majeſly, and ed i 
fend the only pilot from Connecticut, to England, to repre» bad 
ſent to her majeſly the loſs of the fleet truly as it was. Wi VA 
As reſpecting the ſuperior court. Settlement of the boun« chu 
dary line between Maſſachuſetts and Connecticut. Kea» WF A 
ſons why the colony conſented to ſuch a ſettlement. Return Wi ſem] 


| of peace. The colony happy in the preſervation of theit 
frontiers. Towns ſettled under Maſſachuſetts. State of 
the colony. Obſervations. 


Reports UCH reports of the preparations of the French and 
of an ex- ) Indians, to make a deſcent upon ſome part of New- 
por Fan. England, were ſpread abroad, about the beginning of the 
ada alarm Vear 1707, as gave a general alarm to the country. On 
the coun. the 6th of February 170), a council of war, conſiſting of 
\ry- the governor, moſt of the council, and a conſiderable 

number of the chief military officers in the colony, con- 


yened at Hartford. A letter was received from Deput} 
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Governor Treat, and another from Major Schuyler at Book I. 
Albany, giving intelligence, that the French, and Indian. 
in their intereſt, were about to make a deſcent upon 1707. 
New-England. Information was alſo communicated, 
that ſuſpicions were entertained, that the Pohtatuck and 

| Owiantuck Indians deſigned to join the French and In- 

dians from Canada. 

ThE committee reſolved, that the weſtern frontier Meaſures 
towns, Symſbury, Waterbury, Woodbury, and Danbu- adopted 
ry, ſhould be fortified with all poſſible diſpatch. As Wa- for the 
terbury had ſuſtained great loſſes, by inundations, it was N 
reſolved, for their encouragement to fortify their houſes . 
well, that the governor and council would uſe their influ- 
ence with the aſſembly, that their country rates ſhould be 
E abated. It was reſolved, that each of theſe four towns 
E ſhould keep a ſcout of two faithful men, to be ſent out ev- 
ery day, to diſcover the deſigns of the enemy, and give 
intelligence ſhould they make their appearance near the 
| frontier towns. 

Io prevent damages from the Pohtatuck and Owian- 

tuck Indians, Captain John Minor and Mr. John Sher- 

man were appointed to remove them to Stratford and 
Fairfield. If by reaſon of fickneſs or any other cauſe 

they could not be removed, it was ordered, that a num- 4 
ber of their chief men ſhould be carried down to thoſe 1 
| — kept as hoſtages to ſecure the fidelity of the 
reſt. | 
Or the ſecond of April, a ſpecial aſſembly was conven- Special aſ- * 
ed in conſequence of letters from Governor Dudley. He ſembiy, A- 
bad propoſed to ſend an army of a thouſand men againſt Pril and. 1 1 
L' Acadia, and requeſted Connecticut to join with Maſſa- = 
© chuſetts in the expedition. 

Aren the affair had been maturely conſidered, the aſ- The ac. | 
ſembly determined not to comply with the propoſal. The ſembly | | 
© reaſons given were, that they had not been conſulted, nor will not i 
bad opportunity to conſent to the expedition: That they 18 ne 
did not underſtand that the neighbouring colonies, who tic 0 
vVere equally intereſted in the expedition, with themſelves, L'Acadia. 
were called upon, nor had conſented to do any thing; 

and, that the vaſt expenſe of defending the county of 

| Hampſhire and their own frontiers, incapacitated them to 
]Join in the enterpriſe. 14 
| AT the general election this year, the governor and 8 "FI 
council were all re- elected. May 8, "Fi 
n- _ Vronx the petition of John Prat, Robert Chapman, 1707. 

: John Clark, and Stephen Poſt, appointed a committee 
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Book I. in behalf of the legatees of Joſhua Uncas,* the aſſembly 
granted a townſhip which they named Hebron. The 
1707. ſettlement of the town began in June 1704. The firſt 
Hebron people who made ſettlements in the town were William 
—_ * Shipman, Timothy Phelps, Samuel Filer, Caleb Jones, 
" Stephen Poſt, Jacob Root, Samuel Curtis, Edward Saw. 
yer, Joſeph Youngs, and Benoni 'Trumbull. They were 
from Windſor, Saybrook, Long-Iſland, and Northamp- 
ton. The ſettlement, at firſt, went on but flowly ; part. 
ly, by reaſon of oppoſition made by Maſon and the Mo- 
heagans, and partly, by reaſon of the extenſive tracts 
claimed by proprietors, who made no ſettlements. Sey. 
eral acts of the aſſembly were made, and committees ap- 
pointed to encourage and aſſiſt the planters. By theſe 
means they ſo encreaſed in numbers and wealth that in 
about fix or ſeven years they were enabled to erect a 
meeting-houſe and ſettle a miniſter among them. 

AT the ſeſſion in October, the aſſembly granted a town- 
ſhip to Nathan Gould, Peter Burr, Captain John Wake. 
man, Jonathan Sturges, and ether inhabitants of the 
town of Fairfield, bounded ſoutherly on Danbury, eali- 
erly on New-Milford, and weſterly upon the colony line. 
It extended fourteen miles northward from Danbury. 
It was afterwards named New-Fairfield. The war, for 
ſeveral years, prevented all attempts for the ſettlement of 
this tract. 

As the frontier towns had exhibited much zeal in for- 
tifying themſelves agreeably to the directions of the gor- 
ernor and council, the aſſembly made them a liberal com- 
penſation. 

Special aſ- ABOUT this time the colony ſuftained a great loſs in 
ſembly, the death of the honorable Fitz John Winthrop, Eſquire 
Dec. 17th and a ſpecial aſſembly was convoked on the 17th of De- 
1707 cember, by Deputy Governor Treat, at New-Haven, fot 


Oct. gth. 


* By the laſt Will of ſaid Uncas, all the lands in Hebron were 
bequeathed to Thomas Buckingham, Eſquire, William Shipman 
and others, called the Saybrook legatees, except about 2,609 © 
eres at the northeaſt corner, and about 4,000 acres at the ſoutb 
end of the town. There were alſo about 00 within the pariſh 
Marlborough. Theſe lands were claimed by Maſon. a 

+ He was the ſon of the honorable John Winthrop, Eſquire, 
the firft governor of Connecticut, under the charter. His birth 
was at Ipſwich, in Maſſachuſetts, 1638. Upon the afſſumpti0® 
of the charter, May 1689, he was choſen into the magiſtracy. In 
1690, he was appointed major general of the land army deſigne 
againſt Canada. On the diſpute relative to the command of the 
militia he was ſent agent, for the colony, to the Britiſh court, 
1694. After his return, May 1698, he was choſen governor an 
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the purpoſe of electing another governor. The aſſembly Book I. 
ordered, that the votes of both houſes ſhould be mixed 
before they were ſorted and counted, and that the ma- 1707. 
jority of votes ſhould determine the choice. Upon count- ag — 
ing the votes, the Reverend Gurdon Saltonſtall was de- n 


tonſtall 
clared to be choſen governor. choſen 


- Four of the magiſtrates, the ſpeaker of the houſe, with governor 
three of the other deputies, were appointed a committee Dec. 17th. 
to acquaint him with the choice, and ſolicit his accept- 
ance of the important truſt to which he had been choſen. 
A letter was addreſſed to him, by the aſſembly, deſiring 
him to accept of the choice which they had made, and 
with the committee, appointed to wait on him, to an- 
ſwer the letters of their agent and tranſact whatever the 
exigencies of the government might require. A letter 
was alſo addreſſed to his church and congregation at New- 
London, acquainting them with the call, which the aſ- 
ſembly imagined Mr. Saltonſtall had to leave the min- 
iſtry, and to diſpoſe them to ſubmit to ſuch a diſpenſation. 

THE magiſtrates, upon Mr. Saltonſtall's acceptance of 
the truſt to which he had been choſen, were directed to 
adminiſter to him the oath of the governor, and the oath 
reſpecting trade and navigation. 


On the firſt of January 1708, Governor Saltonſtall ac- 
cepted of his office, and took the oaths appointed by law. 

Tais aſſembly repealed the law which required, that 
the governor ſhould always be chofen from among the 
magiſtrates in nomination, and gave liberty for the free- 
men to elect him from among themſelves at large. 


Ar the election May 13th, 1708, Governor Saltonſtall Election 
was choſen governor by the freemen. Nathan Gould, May 1th, 


Eſquire, was elected deputy governor.* The former 708. 


was annually re-choſen during his life. He died November 2th 
1707, in the 69th year of his age. 

He appears to have been a popular gentleman, and to have ſuſ- 
tained a character without blemiſh. 
The honorable Robert Treat, Eſquire, being, at this period, 
eighty fix years of age, retired from the ſcene of public action. 
He had been three years a magiſtrate, and thirty two years gov- 
ernor, or deputy governor of the colony. He was elected ma- 
viltrate May 1673, deputy governor 1676, and governor in 1683, 
To this office he was annually eleQed, fifteen years, until 1698. 
He was then choſen deputy governor until the year 1708. He 
died about two years after, July rath 1710, in the 89th year of 

8 age. Few men have ſuſtained à fairer character, or rendered 
the public more important ſervices. He was an excellent mili- 
tary officer: A man of ſingular courage and reſolution, tempered 
with caution and prudence, His adminiſtration of government 
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Book I. magiſtrates were re-choſen, and Mr. John Haynes, for 
mme firſt time, was elected one of the council. The for- 

108. mer treaſurer and ſecretary were re- choſen. 
| A TOWNSHIP was granted, in the courſe of this ſeſſion, 

at Pohtatuck, afterwards named Newtown. 
CoNNRCTIcU r, for a long courſe of years, had been 
NET . at great trouble and expenſe, in attempting the ſettlement 
the inhah- of the boundary line between this colony and Maſſachu- 
itants of ſetts. The inhabitants of Windſor and Symſbury had 
Windſor been often exceedingly injured, in their perſons and prop. 
—_— erty, by the people of Sutheld and Enfield, eſpecially by 
fixing the the former. They had not only encroached upon their 
18 line be- lands and cut down their timber, but often ſeized upon 
[ tween their tar and turpentine, and even upon their perſons and 


| 

14 Naſſachu- forcibly carried them off to Suffield. In conſequence of { 
5 ſetts and V a 

bl, Connecti. theſe outrages, great animoſities had ariſen between the ! 
1 cut. May inhabitants of thoſe towns, and many lawſuits had been f 
0 13th 1708. commenced. The aſſembly, as far as poſſible, to prevent a 
0 | and terminate theſe evils, enacted, that commiſſioners Cl 
19 ſhould be appointed with full powers to run the line, with 

1 ſuch commiſſioners as Maſſachuſetts ſhould appoint for that 5 
} purpoſe. They were directed to take care that the line 
| ſhould be run by ſkilful artiſts, with good inſtruments; be 
Nu and to take their ſtation three miles ſouth of every part wW 
0 of Charles river, whence Mr. James Taylor and the com- 

i" | miſſioners of this colony ran the line in 1702. Thef £0 
I 2 were inſtructed to run a due weſt line from that ſtation, m 
| and to make and ſet up fair marks and monuments in the Jo 
" line between the colonies. And to prevent all further Cu 
. contention, it was enacted, that the inhabitants of Wind- Jol 
4 ſor, Symſbury, Suffield, and Enfield, ſhould not make any Ca 
improvement on the conteſted lands until the line ſhould ley 
. be run and ſettled. It was alſo enacted that all ſuits 2 
1 ſhould continue. and reſt, until the county court at Hart. = 
8 ford, in October, and then to ceaſe. It was provided ef 
1 nevertheleſs, that the court of Maſſachuſetts ſhould give X 
1 the ſame orders to the people of that province, who 

| claimed upon the line, and ſhould immediately unite 


with Connecticut in ſettling the boundary between the 
colonies. Otherwiſe, it was determined, that all cauſes, 
bonds, and the like ſhould be and remain as though this 
act never had been paſſed. 

oh | 

was with wiſdom, firmneſs and integrity. He was eſteemed 
courageous, wiſe, and pious. He was exceedingly beloved an 


venerated by the people in general, and eſpecially, by his neig 
bours, at Milford, where he refided, | 
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FURTHER, it was enacted, that upon running the line, Book I, 
all the moſt ancient grants, made to the proprietors, by www 
either government, ſhould give title and property to the 1708. 
ſettlers on either fide of the line. It was determined, 
that unleſs the court of Maſſachuſetts would agree to the 
running of the line in this manner, a petition ſhould be 
addreſſed to her majeſty, praying her to give orders, that 
the diviſional line might be run. 

Tart afſembly, at this ſeſſion, ordered, that a town- Killingly | 
ſhip ſhould be laid out eaſt of Woodſtock, eight miles in made a | 
length and fix in breadth. The inhabitants were veſted wn. W311 
with the privileges of a diſtin& town, by the name of 1 
Killingly.“ | WW; 

Taz affairs of the war were conducted this year in the | 
ſame manner as they had been the preceding. Colonel 
William Whiting commanded a body of horſe and in- 
fantry in the couniy of Hampſhire, and ſcouting parties 
and garriſons were maintained on the frontiers of the 
colony. | 

Ar the ſeſſion in October, it was enacted, that two 
| Ic ſhould be maintained, at the public expenſe, at 

ymſbury, and two at Waterbury. Garriſons were to 
be kept at Woodbury and Danbury, as the council of 
war ſhould judge expedient. 

Ar the election in 1709, Mr. Saltonſtall was re-choſen Court of 
governor, and Nathan Gould, deputy governor. The Election 17 
magiſtrates were Daniel Witherel, Nathaniel Stanley, 120 raths 4 
John Hamlin, William Pitkin, John Cheſter, Joſeph ““ L 4a 
Curtis, Joſiah Roſſiter, Richard Chriſtophers, Peter Burr, . 
John Allen, John Haynes, and Samuel Eells, Eſquires. 1 
Captain Joſeph Whiting was treaſurer, and Caleb Stan- 1 
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deſign was the reduction of the French in Canada, Aca- Fainſt the 1 
dia, and Newfoundland. The letters from the earl of . 
Sunderland, adviſing that her majeſty would diſpatch a 11 
ſquadron of ſhips to Boſton, by the middle of May, with oy 
| five regiments of regular troops, required Connecticut 164 
; 
f 


— 


5 At this ſeſſion, the aſſembly ordered, © That the miniſters 
g of the goſpel preach a ſermon to the freemen, on the day ap- | 
pointed by law to chooſe their civil ralers, in the towns where 7% 
they meet, proper for their direction in the work before them.“ 14 
This ſeems to have been the origin of preacking freemen's meet · 4 
ing ſermons in Connecticut. | 
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Book I. to raiſe 350 men. The governments eaſtward of Con- 
ne &icut were required to raiſe 1200 men, and furniſh 
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them with tranſports, flat bottomed boats, pilots, and 
proviſions for three months ſervice. With this force, it 
was deſigned to make an attack upon Quebec. At the 
ſame time, it was propoſed to raiſe 1500 men in the goy. 
ernments of Connecticut, New- York, New-Jerſey, and 
the ſouthern colonies. This corps was to proceed by the 
way of the lakes, and make a deſcent upon the iſland of 
Montreal. 

Tux legiſlature of Connecticut voted and raiſed their 
quota, with cheerfulneſs and expedition. Colonel Whi. 
ting was appointed to command them. The aſſembly alſo 
voted an addreſs of thanks to her majeſty for her royal care 
and favor to the colonies, in deviſing means for the re- 
moval of an enemy by whom the colonies had been ſo 
great and repeated ſufferers. 

ALL the colonies except Pennſylvania furnifhed their 
quotas. 'The troops with proviſions, tranſports, and ar- 
ticles neceſſary for the enterpriſe, were ready in ſeaſon, 
The provincials, from the eaſtern colonies, were ready 
to ſail for Quebec by the 2oth of May. Francis Nichol- 
ſon, who had been lieutenant governor of New- Vork, un- 
der Androſs, and afterwards lieutenant governor of Vir- 
ginia, was appointed to command the troops by land, 
and march as far as Wood Creek., "There he was to 
wait until the arrival of the fleet expected at Boſton, and 
then to advance, ſo that the attack upon Quebec and 
Montreal might be made at the ſame time. The colo- 
nies made great exertions for the public ſervice. Beſides 
their quotas, independent companies were raiſed and ſent 
on to the army. More than a hundred battoes, and an 
equal number of birch canoes, were conſtructed for 
croſſing the lake. Three forts, ſeveral block houſes, and 
ſtores for proviſions were erected. But the armament 
expected from England did not arrive. The defeat of 
the Portugueſe and the ſtraits to which the allies were 
reduced, occaſioned the failing of the fleet, defigned for 
America, to Portugal, and the expedition was defeated. 
No intelligence arriving from England, and a great mor- 
tality prevailing among the troops, General Nicholſon, 
early in the fall, returned to Albany. This fruitleſs un- 
dertaking was a capital loſs and expenſe to the colonies: 
One quarter or more of the troops died. Connecticut 
only ſuſtained the loſs of ninety men. 
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Tuis expedition occaſioned the firſt emiſſion of paper Book I. 
money in Connecticut. — 
Ar a ſpecial aſſembly, on the 8th of June, it was e- 1500. 
nacted, “ That to aſſiſt in the expedition, for want of Firſtemiſ. 
« money otherwiſe to carry it on, there be forthwith im- ry yo” 
« printed a certain number of bills of credit on the col- E 
« ony, in ſuitable ſums from two ſhillings to five pounds, june 1703. 
« which, in the whole, ſhall amount to the ſum of 
« {8,000 pounds and no more.” It was enacted, that 
the bills ſhould be iſſued from the treaſury as money, but 
ſhould be received in payments at one ſhilling on the 
pound better than money. One halt only was to be 
ſigned and iſſued at firſt, and the other was to remain 
unſigned until it ſhould be found neceſſary to put it into 
circulation. 'Taxes were impoſed for the calling in of 
one half of it within the term of one year, and the other 
at the expiration of two years. 
Tre expectations of the people, in the ſpring, had pypear. 
been wrought up to a high degree of aſſurance, that Can- tions of 
ada would be reduced before the cloſe of the campaign. the coun- q 
Joy brightened in every countenance, with the pleaſing a Sem oh 1 
proſpect, that a period would immediately be put to all F ; , 1 
the encroachments and ravages of a mercileſs enemy. 1 
Every heart was gladdened at the proſpect of the en- 0 
largement of the Britiſh empire and the augmentation 1 
of the national commerce. When therefore, from ſuch 
harmonious and general exertion, and ſuch uncommon 
expenſe, ey experienced nothing but loſs and diſap- } 
pointment, the chagrin and depreſſion were proportion= _ ( 
ably great. Vt, 
HoweEveR, the importance of driving the French from # 41 
Canada, and the neceſſity of immediate exertions to pre- 
ſerve the friendſhip and keep up the ſpirit of the five na- 
tions, without which the frontiers would become a field | 
of blood, induced the colonies to keep the object ſtill in 9 
view. A congreſs of governors was appointed and met Conven- 1 
at Rehoboth, the beginning of October, to deliberate on tion of | 
the ſubject. General Nicholſon, Colonel Vetch, and 5ernors. il} 
others met with them. An addreſs was agreed upon to 
her majeſty, repreſenting the great harmony and exer- ; 
tions of the colonies, in her majeſty's ſervice, the im- 
E of reducing the French in North America to wy 
er majeſty's obedience, praying her majeſty to grant the | | | 
colonies an armament, with their aſſiſtance, adequate to 14 
the deſign. 
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Wren the general afſembly convened, in October, 
Governor Saltonſtall communicated the tranſactions of 
the governors of the ſeveral colonies, and the addreſs, 
which they had prepared, to her majeſty. The aſſembly 
approved the addreſs, and determined on a ſimilar one 
themſelves. Governor Saltonſtall was appointed agent 
to make a voyage to England, and preſent it in perſon to 
her majeſty. Proviſion was alſo made for the expenſe 
of his agency. 

NoTwiTHSTANDING the war, the colony made pro- 
greſs in ſettlement. In 1708, John Belden, Samuel 
Keeler, Matthew Seymour, Matthias St. John, and other 
inhabitants of Norwalk, to the number of twenty-five, 
3 a large tract, between that town and Danbury, 

ounded welt on the partition line between Connecticut 
and New-York. The purchaſe was made of Catoonah, 
the chief ſachem, and other Indians, who were the pro- 
prietors of that part of the country. The deed bears 
date September J3oth, 1708. At this ſeſſion, it was or- 
dained, that it ſhould be a diſtinct townſſip, by the name 
of Ridgefield. 

THe only alteration made, by the election, in 1710, 


May 11th, was the choice of Matthew Allen, Eſquire, in the place 


171. 


Meaſures 
adopted 
to obtain 
an arma- 
meat from 
England. 


of Daniel Witherel, Eſquire. 

New-York, as well as Connecticut and the other 
New-England colonies, had made great exertions, the 
tft campaign, for the reduction of Canada. New-York, 
by means of the great influence of Colonel Schuyler, had 
been able to bring fix hundred of the Indians of the 
Five nations into the ſield. The colonel was extremely 
diſcontented at the late diſappointment. No man had 
more extenſive views of the importance of expelling the 
French from this northern continent, and more zeal in 
the cauſe than he. So powerful was the influence, 
which the affair had upon his mind, that he determined to 
make a voyage to England, at his own private expenſe, 
and to carry with him five ſachems of the Five nations, 
that by their repreſentations, the more ſenſible impreF- 
fions might be made upon her majeſty and the Britiſh 
court. The affembly of New-York had determined to 
addreſs her majeſty on the ſubje& ; and no ſooner ws 
the houſe apprized of his deſign, than they unanimoully 
reſolved, that he ſhould preſent their addreſs to her ſas 
cred majeſty. Accordingly Colonel Schuyler went to 
England, and preſented the addreſs. The Indian ſachems 
were alſo introduced to the Queen. They repreſents 
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their long war, in conjunction with her children, againft Book I. 
her enemies, the French: That they had been a ſtiong 
wall of defence to her colonies, to the loſs of their beſt 1714. 


warriors; and that they mightily rejoiced when they 
heard their great Queen had reſolved to ſend an army to 
Canada. They ſaid, that, in token of their friendſhip, 
they had, with one confent, hung up the kettle and taken 
up the hatchet and afliſted General Nicholſon ; but when 
they found, that their great Queen, by fome important 
affairs, had been diverted from her defign of ſubduing 
the French, it made them ſorrowful, leſt the enemy, who 
hitherto had dreaded them, ſhould now imagine, they were 
unable to make war upon them. They repreſented, that 


the reduction of Canada was of great weight to them, 


that they might hunt freely. They infiſted, that if their 
great Queen ſhould be unmindful of them, they and their 
families muſt forſake their country and ſeek other habit- 
ations, or they muſt ſtand neuter ; neither of which ſuited 
their inclinations. In hope of their great Queen's favor 
they referred the affair to her gracious conſideration. 
GENERAL Nicholſon went to England, in the fall of 
1709, on the ſame buſineſs, to folicit a force againſt Can- 


| ada. Governor Saltonſtall, for ſome reafon, did not ac- 
| cept of the agency to which he had been appointed. The 


addreſs of Connecticut, it ſeems, was ſent to be preſented 
by another hand. In conſequence of theſe united appli- 
cations, great encouragements were given, that an expe- 


| dition would be again undertaken againſt Canada. In 
| July, advice arrived in New-England, that Lord Shan- 
non, with a fleet deſtined for that ſervice, was under ſail- 
ing orders. Nicholſon, who ſailed with ſeveral ſhips of 
force and fome tranſports from England, in the ſpring, 
came over with that expectation. However it finally 


proved, that the reduction of Port Royal and Nova Sco- 


ta was the only object. 


Ix conſequence of a letter from her majeſty, requiring 


dhe aſſiſtance of her ſubjects, in this colony, in the expe- 
dition, a ſpecial aſſemb 
| Auguſt. Beſide the! 
the ſoldiers then in ſervice remained in a ſickly and weak 
condition. The enemy inſulted the frontier towns, and 
| the colony was obliged to keep a large number of men in 
pay for their defence. 
dience of the legiſlature to her majeſty's commands, and 
| their zeal for her ſervice, that they cheerfully voted three 


was convoked, on the 14th of 
of lives the laſt year, many of 


Nevertheleſs, ſuch was the obe- 


hundred men fos the expedition. Veſſels and ſailors 


Addreſs of 
the Indian 


Kings to 


Queen 


Anne. 


Special af. 
ſembly 
Aug.14th. 
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Book I. | 
[[ the tranſportation and ſupport of the troops. In about 


1710. a month they were raiſed and tranſported to Baſton. 
Expedi- Ox the 18th of September, a fleet of thirty-ſix ſhips 
tion a. of war and tranſports failed from Nantaſket for Port 
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were procured, and all neceſſary proviſion was made for 


It ſurren- 


gainſt Port Royal. There were fourteen tranſports in the pay of 
Royal. Maſſachuſetts, ſive in the pay of Connecticut, two of 
New-Hampſhire, and three of Rhode-Iſland. The chief 
command was given to General Nicholſon. On the 24th, 
the fleet and army arrived at Port Royal. The troops 
landed without oppoſition and made an eaſy conqueſt. 
On the 21ſt of October, the engineers opened three bat. 
ders Oct. teries of two mortars and twenty four cohorns in the 
22d. whole. At the ſame time, a bomb ſhip, called the Star 
bomb, plied the enemy with her ſhells. The next day 
Monſieur Subercaſe capitulated, ſurrendering the fort and 
country to the crown of Great Britain. | 

GENERAL Nicholſon left a ſufficient garriſon under 
the command of Colonel Vetch, his adjutant general, 
who had been appointed to the government of the coun- 
try. In this expedition, the Mary Galley, commanded 
by Captain Taye, a tranſport in the ſervice of Connetti- 
cut, ran aground and was loſt. Twenty-ſix men were 
drowned.* Fourteen or fifteen were loſt in the expedi- 
tion, while the troops were inveſting and beſieging the 
fort. This was the whole loſs ſuſtained in the enterpriſe. 
From this time the name was changed, and the port was 
named Annapolis Royal. 

GENERAL Nicholſon, animated with his late ſucceſs, 
in the fall, made a fecond voyage to England, to ſolicit 
another expedition againſt Canada. 

THE country in general had no expectations, that he 
would ſucceed in his deſign. They could not imagine, 
that ern Anne's tory miniſtry would attempt any 
thing of this nature for New-England. Contrary, how- 
ever, to all expectation, the affair was reſumed. In June, 

Jure 3th, General Nicholſon arrived, at Boſton, with the news, 

71. that a fleet might ſoon be expected from England, and 

with her majeſty's orders that the ſeveral governments 

of New-England, New-York, New-Jerſey, and Pennſyl- 

vania ſhould have their reſpective quotas in immediate 
readineſs for the expedition. 


June zaath. CONSEQUENTLY a general meeting of the governors of 
Fleet ar- the ſeveral colonies was immediately appointed at New- 
rives. 


* This tranſport was hired ot one Mr. Vryling, of Boſton, and 
the colony paid him about £1,000 for the loſs of his veſſel. 
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London, Sixteen days after the arrival of General Nich- Book I. 
olſon, the fleet arrived at Boſton, But it was very e 14 
traordinary that the fleet had neither pilots nor proviſions, x x1. Mi 
Ten weeks proviſions were demanded for the army. It 
had been ſuſpected before this, that the reduction of suſpicions ii 
Canada was not really deſigned by the miniſtry. Theſe of the 15 
circumſtances increaſed the uſpicion. It was much country. 1 
doubted, whether, in the then ſtate of the country, it | 
were poſſible, in ſo ſhort a time, as was neceſſary, to pro- | $ 
cure ſuch a quantity of proviſions, as had been demand- 5 
ed. There was, at the ſame time, a ſtrong ſuſpicion, | | 
that if the expedition ſhould miſcarry, it was deſigned to 8 
throw the whole blame upon New-England. Whether 5 
theſe ſuſpicions were well grounded or not, it is certain, 135 
that they had great influence, together with the zeal | | 
which the colonies had for the ſervice, to draw forth 
their utmoſt exertions. 
| Wuex the fleet arrived at Boſton the governors were 
met in convention, at New-London, concerting meaſ- 
ures for proſecuting the expedition with the utmoſt har- 
mony and diſpatch. The general courts of Maflachuſetts 
and Connecticut were in actual ſeſſion. The general Conduct 
aſſembly of Connecticut convened on the 19th of June. — the af- 
n l embly re- 
A letter was communicated from her majeſty and another ſpecting 
from General Nicholſon reſpecting the expedition. The the expe- 
aſſembly reſolved, that three hundred and ſixty men dition, T 
| ſhould be raiſed forthwith, as the quota of this colony June 19th, | 
in the expedition. It was alſo reſolved, that four months aca . 
proviſions ſhould be immediately procured, and that a 
ſuitable veſſel ſhould be provided to tranſport them to 14 
Albany, and to accommodate the ſick and convey them v4 
back to Connecticut. | 
THE aſſembly alſo addreſſed a letter to her majeſty, 
| returning her their moſt humble and dutiful acknowl- 
edge ments, for that great expreſſion of her royal care for 
her colonies and their peace and welfare, which ſhe had 
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ö manifeſted in the appointment of the preſent expedition 

J againſt the common enemy. They particularly thanked 1 

s her majeſty for her royal bounty towards the colony, in | 4 | 
* furniſhing the troops with clothing, arms, and ammuni- 9 14 


tion, by which they were better enabled to bear the an- 15 
nual expenſes of the war. They repreſented to her ma- i} 
of | jeſty, in a ſtrong point of light, the horrible manner in 0 i 
t which the enemy carried on the war; lying in ambuſh, 
killing and ſcalping ſingle perſons, upon the frontiers, f 
| ſurpriſing and cutting off families, ſtealing captives, tor- 1H 
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Book I. turing and enſlaving them. They promiſed a hearty 
WA concurrence with the royal requiſitions, and a zealous 


1711 


Univerſal 
harmony 
and cxer- 
tion, 


The ar- 
mament 
fails from 
Boſton 


July zoth. 


Boſton, General Nicholſon began his journey for Alba- 


performance of whatever might contribute to the ſucceſs 
of the expedition. 

To animate the general, and ingratiate themſelves with 
him, the legiſlature appointed a committee to return him 
their thanks, for the good ſervices he had rendered to 
her majeſty's plantations in North America; and eſpe- 
cially to Connecticut, in his former good conduct of the 
troops under his command. They thanked him, not 
only for his important ſervices in the reduction of Port 
Royal and Nova Scotia, but for the great pains he had 
taken ſince, in making a voyage to England, and repre. 
ſenting to her majeſty the true ſtate and intereſt of the 
colonies, and by that means obtaining her orders for the 
then preſent expedition. 

A PUNCTUAL compliance with her majeſty's orders was 
univerſally recommended by the governors in convention 
and by the ſeveral legiſlatures. Not cnly the ſeveral col. 
onies but individuals exerted themſelves beyond what had 
been known upon any other occaſion. 

IN a little more than a month, from the arrival of the 
fleet, the new levies and proviſions, for that and the ar- 
my, were ready. Upon the 3oth of July, the whole ar- 
mament ſailed from Boſton for Canada. It conſiſted of 
fifteen men of war, twelve dire&ly from England, and 
three which had before been ſtationed in America; forty 
tranſports, ſix ſtore ſhips, and a fine train of artillery 
with all kinds of warhke ſtores. The land army on 
board conſiſted of five regiments from England and Flan- 
ders, and two regiments raiſed in Maſſachuſetts, Rhode - 
Iſland, and New-Hampſhire ; amounting in the whole 
to nearly ſeven thouſand men. The fleet was com- 
manded by Sir Hevenden Walker; and the army by 
Brigadier Hill, brother to Mrs. Maſham, then the Queen's 
favorite. "The land force was about equal to that which, 
under General Wolf, afterward reduced Quebec, though 
at that time it was not half ſo ſtrong, as when it was re- 
duced by that famous general. 

Urox the ſame day, on which the fleet ſailed from 


ny, where, a few days after, he appeared at the head of 
four thouſand men, from the colonies of Connecticut, 
New-York, and New-Jerſey. The troops from Con- 
necticut were commanded by Colonel William Whiting, 
who was an experienced oflicer, and had commanded 
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them the laſt year, at Port Royal. The New-York and Book I. 
New-Jerſey troops were commanded by Colonels Schuy- wu 
ler and Ingoldſby. Connecticut, beſides victualling its 1311. 
own troops, furniſhed New-York with two hundred fat 
cattle and ſix hundred ſheep. Thus, in about five weeks, 
the colonies had raiſed two conſiderable armies and fur- 
niſhed them with proviſions. More than this could not 
have been expected: 

ADMIRAL Walker arrived in the mouth of St. Law+ 
rence, on the 14th of Auguſt. That he might not loſe 
the company of the tranſports, as was pretended, he put 
into the bay of Gaſpee, on the 18th, where he continued 
until the 20th of the month. On the 22d, two days af- 
ter he ſailed from the bay, the fleet appeared to be in 
the moſt hazardous circumſtances. It was without 
ſoundings, without ſight of land; the ſky was darkened 
with a thick fog, and the wind high at eaſt ſouth eaſt. 
In this ſituation the ſhips brought to, with their heads 
to the ſouthward. This was done with an expectation 
that the wind would drive them into the midſt of the 
channel. But inſtead of this, about midnight, the ſea- 
men diſcovered that they were driven upon the north 
* ſhore among rocks and iſlands, upon the verge of a total 
” fhipwreck. Eight or nine of the Britiſh tranſports were 
| caſt away, on board of which were about ſeventeen hun- 
dred officers and ſoldiers. Nearly a thouſand men were eck 
loſt. The admiral and general were in the moſt immi- Aug. 22. 
nent danger, and ſaved themſelves by anchoring. Such x 
was the violence of the ſtorm that they loſt ſeveral an- 
| chors. Upon this diſaſter, the admiral bore away for 
* Spaniſh river bay; but the wind ſhifting to the eaſt it 
Was eight days before all the tranſports arrived. In the 
ſame time, as the wind was, they might have eaſily arri- 
ved at Quebec. It was there determined, by a council 
of land and naval officers, that as they had but ten weeks 
proviſion, and could not expect a ſupply from New-Eng- 
land, to make no further attempt. The admiral ſailed 
directly for England, and arrived at Portſmouth on the 
9th of October. Here the fleet ſuffered another ſurpri- | 
ling calamity. The Edgar, a 70 gun ſhip, blew up, ha- wy 
ving on board four hundred men, beſides many perſons 1 
who were juſt come on board to viſit their friends. As 
te cauſe of this event was wholly unknown, jealous 
minds were not without ſuggeſtions, that even this, as 
well as the other 1 — was the effect of horrid deſign. 

m m 
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Boox I, Tux admiral and Engliſh officers, to exculpate them. 
WAY ſelves, laid the blame wholly upon the colonies, that they 
1711. were delayed ſo long for proviſion and the raiſing of the 
The blame provincials, and that they had ſuch unſkilful pilots. The 
A res admiral declared, that it was the advice of the pilots that 
nie gol the fleet ſhould come to in the manner it did, but the pi- 
lots, from New-England, declared, upon oath, that the 
gave no ſuch advice. If any ſuch was given it muſt have 
been by the French pilots on board, either through miſ. 
take or upon deſign. Charlevoix repreſents, that the 
French pilots warned the admiral of his danger, but that 
he did not ſufficiently regard them. 
Tre whigs, in England, generally cenſured the miniſ. 
try for their conduct reſpecting the expedition. Lord 
Harley repreſented the whole affair as a contrivance of 
Bolingbroke, More, and the Lord Chancellor, Harcourt, 
to cheat the public out of twenty thouſand pounds, 
Lord Harcourt was pleaſed to ſay, “No government was 
« worth ſerving, that would not admit of ſuch jobs.” 
Another Engliſh writer obſerves, „ That if the miniſtry 
« were fincere in the proſecution of the war, they were 


« certainly the moſt conſummate blunderers that ever | 


« undertook the government of aſtate.““ 

GENERAL Nicholſon had not advanced far before he 
received intelligence of the loſs ſuſtained by the fleet, and 
the army ſoon after returned. 

Tur Marquis De Vaudreuil, governor of Canada, re- 
ceived intelligence of the arrival of the fleet from Eng- 
land, and of the preparations making in the colonies for 
the invaſion of Canada, and had omitted nothing in his 
power to put it into a ſtate of defence. No ſooner was 
he apprized of ſo many thips wrecked and ſo many bodies 
with red coats driven on ſhore, and that the river was 
clear of ſhips, than he ordered the whole ſtrength of Can- 
ada towards Montreal and lake Champlain. At Cham- 
bly he formed a camp of three thouſand men to oppoſe 
General Nicholſon. Had the general crofſed the Jake it 
might have been difficult for him to have returned in 
ſafety. 

VExr providential it was, that all the provincial tranſ- 
ports, except a ſmall victualler, were preſerved. The 
crew of the victualler were ſaved, and not a provincial 
loſt. The loſs and diſappointment, nevertheleſs, were 
exceedingly grievous to the colonies. Many pious peo 


* Rider's Hiſt, of England, vol. XXXII. p. 189, 190. 


car. XVII. OF CONNECTICUT. 46ͤ \\if 


ple, after ſo many attempts had been blaſted, gave up all Boox I. 
expectations of the conqueſt of Canada. They imagin- CY Io 
ed it was not the deſign of providence, that this northern 1711. FI 
continent ſhould ever wholly belong to any one nation.+ ( "a 

Uro the return of General Nicholſon's army, and 1. 
the report of Vaudreuil's force, the country were not Wl 
only chagrined with diſappointment, but alarmed with 
fear. They were apprehenſive, that the enemy, in dif- 
ferent parties, by different routes, would, with redoubled 
fury, haraſs and deſolate the country. 

Io return to the affairs of Connecticut, the hiſtory of 

which has been in ſome meaſure interrupted with the 

general account of the war, it ſhould be obſerved, that Jo- 

ſeph Talcott was this year choſen into the magiſtracy in 

the ſtead of Joſiah Roſiter, Eſquire. An important al- 

teration was alſo made, at the ſeſſion in May, reſpeCting 

the ſuperior court. Until this time, it had been holden 

at two places only, Hartford and New-Haven, and at two Superior 
terms annually. This was found to be an affair of ex- _ ; 
penſe and inconvenience. It was therefore reſolved, eee May 
that the ſuperior court ſhould fit twice annually, in each 1711. 
of the counties, and that all actions ſhould be tried in the 

county in which they originated. 

WHEN the aſſembly met in October, an addreſs was O. xrth, b 
prepared to be preſented to her majeſty repreſenting the 1 
exertions of the colony in her ſervice, condoling her on * 
the diſappointment with reſpect to the expedition, and 1 
praying for the continuance of her favor to the colony. 

T the ſeſſion in May 1708, the aſſembly made a grant Newtown | 
of a townſhip at a place called Pohtatuck, from a river of incorpo- {4 
that name upon which part of it lies. At this ſeſſion it cons 7 Vi 
was incorporated and named Newtown. 

A TowNs$SHIP had been given, ſeveral years before this 
time, by Joſhua, ſachem of the Moheagans, lying north Coventry 
of Lebanon and weft of Mansfield, to certain honorable ſettled and 
legatees in Hartford. The donation was approved by £967" Hh 
the afſembly. The legatees conveyed their right to Wil- | 
liam Pitkin, Joſeph Talcott, William Whiting, and Rich- ily 
ard Lord, to be a committee to lay out ſaid townſhip and =. 
make ſettlements on the larids. On the gth of May 4 
1706, the general aſſembly authorized thoſe gentlemen to 
act as a committee for thoſe purpoſes. October 11th, 
1711, this committee was re-appointed, with one Na- 
thaniel Ruſt, who had already ſettled upon the lands, 


T. Hutchinſon Vol. II. p. 293—196, Smith's Hiſt. of News 
York, P. 130, 131. 
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Book I. more effectually to carry into execution the deſign of 
YR their former appointment. The townſhip, at the ſame 


ſeſſion, was named Coventry. Nathaniel Ruſt and ſome 
others ſettled in the town about the year 1700; but the 
ſettlement of it has generally been dated from 1709. In 
the ſpring of this year, a number of good houſeholders, 
from Northampton and other places, moved into the 
town, and the inhabitants were ſo increaſed, in about two 
years, that they were incorporated with the privileges of 
other towns. 'The planters were from a great variety of 
places, but principally from Northampton and Hartford, 

Ix conſequence of letters from Governor Dudley, of 
Boſton, and from General Nicholſon, relative to the un- 
ſucceſsfulneſs of the late expedition, a ſpecial affembly 
was called, November 3d, 1711. The deſign of it was 
to conſult the beſt means of acquainting her majeſty tru- 
ly how the affair was; what exertions the colonies had 
made, and that it was not through any fault of theirs that 
the enterpriſe was fruſtrated. It was judged beſt, that 
the colonies ſhould make a joint repreſentation, and that 
the pilots ſhould be ſent to England, to be examined and 
declare before her majeſty what they knew concerning 
the ſhipwreck. The aſſembly determined, that the al- 
fair was of great importance to the colonies ; and that 
John Mayhew, of New-London, who was the only pilot 
from Connecticut, ſhould, forthwith, proceed to Great 
Britain, with the pilots from Maſſachuſetts. It was alſo 
reſolved jointly, with the other colonies, to petition her 
majeſty for another armament, in the ſpring, to aſſiſt them 
in the reduCtion of Canada. In the petition from Con- 
necticut, the legiſlature lamented the miſcarriage of the 
expedition, and the fatal conſequences of it to theſe colo- 


nies. They repreſented it would put them to great ex- 


penſe to employ ſuch a number of men as were neceſſary 
to defend ſuch extenſive frontiers as theirs were; and 
that, after all their exertions, one family and town after 
another would be ſwept away by the enemy. They ex- 
preſſed their apprehenſions, that unleſs another expedi- 
tion ſhould be undertaken againſt the enemy, they would, 
in the ſpring, ſend out a greater number of ſcalping and 
plundering parties, than they had done in the preceding 
years of the war; and that her majeſty's ſubjects would 
be greatly diſtrefſed. It was alſo ſuggeſted, that there 
was danger that the enemy would draw off many of the 
Indians who dwelt among them, as well as the Indians 
of the Five nations, and engage them againſt the colo- 
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nies. It was alſo urged, that the colonies were of great Book I. 
importance to her majeſty's intereſt, and that it would Ly 
be impolitic to ſuffer the enemy to poſſeſs ſo large a pro- 1711. 
portion of her majeſty's dominions in North America, as 
they actually inhabited and claimed. It was inſiſted, 
that, by the ſmiles of providence on her majeſty's arms, 
the ſettlements in Canada might be eaſily reduced to her 
majeſty's obedience. They prayed her to revive the ex- 
pedition, and promiſed a cheerful] obedience to her com- 
mands in contributing their proportion to the common 
ſervice.* 

THe petitions were ſent over ſeaſonably, and the pilots 
were a conſiderable time in London, waiting to be ex- 
amined and give information, relative to the loſs of the 
tranſports, and the miſcarriage of the expedition. How- 
ever no examination was ever made concerning the fail- 
ure of the enterpriſe. It did not appear, that much had 
been expected from it, in England, nor that people were 


diſcontented at the iſſue, orintereſted themſelves very great- 


ly in the affair. The court ſhewed no diſpoſition to 


make any further attempt upon Canada. 


Tux election in 1712 made little or no alteration with ꝑiegion 


: reſpect to public officers. Nothing very material ap- May 8th, 


pears to have been tranſacted this year. The legiſlature 1712. 


made the uſual proviſion for the defence of this colony 
and the county of Hampſhire. 


NaTHAn Gould, Eſquire, the deputy governor, was Regula- 
appointed chief judge of the ſuperior court. William tion of the 
Pitkin, Richard Chriſtophers, Peter Burr, and Samuel ſuperior 


| Fells, Eſquires, were appointed aſſiſtant judges. In the court May 
| abſence of the deputy governor, William Pitkin was ap- *7** 
pointed chief judge; and in caſe either of the other judges 

vere abſent, any one of the magiſtrates was authorized 


to ſit in his ſtead. Until this time, the judges of the ſu- 
perior court had been allowed nothing more than the 


| fees of it. An act was therefore paſſed, at the October 
ſeſſion, that the judges, for the time being, upon laying 


their accounts before the aſſemby, ſhould be allowed an 


© honorable compenſation for their expenſes and ſervices. 


ABouT this time, the inhabitants of New-Milford were New. Mil. 


incorporated and veſted with town privileges. fordincor 


a porated 


* Petition on file, OQ. gth. 


About this time, William Patridge, Eſquire, of Newbury, 


| and Jonathan Belcher, of Boſton, opened a copper mine at Simſ- 


ury3 and for their encouragement the aſſembly exempted the 


; Miners, operators and laborers from military duties, for the term 


our years. 
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Boox I. Ar the election in May 1713, Mr. John Sherman, 
bo had been ſome time ſpeaker of the lower houſe, waz 
1713. Choſen into the magiſtracy. 
In October 1687, a grant of lands, commonly called 
Pomfrets the Maſhamoquet purchaſe, was made, by the general af. 
ed, ſembly, to Major James Fitch, Lieutenant William Rug. 
ated May : 5 
1713. gles, Mr. John Gore, Mr. John Pierpont, Mr. John Chand. 
ler, Mr. Benjamin Sabin, Mr. Samuel Craft, Mr. John Grof. 
venor, Mr. Joſeph Griffin, Mr. Samuel and John Ruggle, 
and Mr. Nathan Wilſon. The moſt of theſeplanters wer: 
fromRoxbury in Maſſachuſetts. Some of them moved on 
to the lands in 1686, before the grant was made. At the 
ſeſſion in May 1713, the inhabitants were incorporated 
and veſted with town privileges. 'The name was changed 
from Maſhamoquet to Promfret. 
Ix 1708, the aſſembly of Connecticut determined, that, 
Settle- unleſs the province of Maſſachuſetts would accept of the 
ment of terms which they had propoſed, relative to the line he. 


—_ tween them, they would make application to her majeſty 
ſachu- deſiring that orders might be given, that Maſſachuſet 


ſetts. forthwith ſhould mutually join with Connecticut in tus 
ning and ſettling the boundary line between the colonies 
Maſſachuſetts, at that time, would not conſent to run th: 
line, as it had been propoſed. 'They would not grant 
that there had been any miſtake in running it ; buti 
there had been, they inſiſted, that, as it was run fo long 
before the charter granted to Connecticut, and they had 
been in poſſeſſion of the lands in controverſy for ſixty it 
years, and ſeveral towns and plantations had been ſertled 
upon them, it was not then reaſonable to draw it into 
queſtion. The aſſembly of Connecticut therefore, in 


1709, approved a letter, addreſſed to the Lords of trade, 
giving reaſons why the line run by Woodward and Saffe- 


ry ought not to be eſtabliſhed ; and it ſeems to have been 


the determination of the legiſlature to have appealed to 


Reaſons of her majeſty with reſpect to the partition line; but ſeve- 
ſettling it ral circumſtances finally prevented. Governor Dudley, 
without who was a man of uncommon intrigue and duplicity, had 
an appeal a Aicut 
to her ma. many friends and great influence at court. Connecticu 
jeſty. had no ſuch friends or influence with the court part). 


Sir Henry Aſhurſt, their agent for many years, appea 


now to have been no more; and they had not yet ſul 


cient time to fix upon and have proof of the fidelity and 
ability of another in his place. The colony was p20 
and had been put to great expenſe in defending itſelf a- 


gainſt the complaints of Governor Dudley, Lord Corn: 
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bury, and other enemies, and againſt the claims of Maſon Book I. 
and his party. The miniſtry were high tories, and in- A 
imical to all charter governments. The legiſlature were 7773+ 
; apprehenſive chat their enemies were again concerting 
- meaſures to deprive them of all the privileges, which they 
had ſo dearly bought. Maſſachuſetts alſo, in ſome good 
: meaſure, agreed to part of the terms propoſed in 1708. 
lt was therefore, in full view of theſe circumſtances, 
judged molt expedient to make the beſt ſettlement which 
could be obtained, without an appeal to her majeſty. 

, Uro the 13th of July 1713, commiſſioners, fully em- gettle- 

powered from each of the colonies, came to an agree- ment of 

ment which was adopted by each court. They were gra 

| WF doth careful to ſecure the property to the perſons to whom 1 

they had made grants of lands, and to maintain the ju- ſetts. 
nidiction over the towns which they had reſpectively 

1 ſettled. It was therefore expreſsly ſtipulated, as a pre- 

„ bminary, that the towns ſhould remain to the govern- 

ments, by which they had been ſettled; and that the 

N of as many acres as ſhould appear to be gained, 

y one colony from the other, ſhould be conveyed out of 

other unimproved land, as a ſatisfaction or equivalent. 

With reſpeQ to about two miles, claimed by Windſor 

upon the town of Suffield, concerning the validity of 
Which there had been a long conteſt, it was agreed, that, 

f the tract fell within the line, it ſhould belong to Con- 
zecticut. | Af 
O running the line it was found, at Connecticut þ 
fiver, to run ninety rods north of the northeaſt bounds of | 
dufheld ; and it appeared, that Maſſachuſetts had en- 40 

troached upon Connecticut 107,793 acres, running a . 

de, due weſt line from Woodward's and Saffery's ſtation. 

fe Maffachuſetts made a grant of ſuch a quantity of land to 

een Connecticut, and it was accepted as equivalent. The 

4 Fhole was ſold, in ſixteen ſhares, in 1716, for the ſum 

ye Ff £683 New. England currency.“ The money was ap- 

ler. * to the uſe of the college. ABS N 

NorwirhsraNDIxd the long and expenſive contro- With 4 
ticulf yerſy of Connecticut with the colony of Rhode-Iſland, Rhoede-Ift- | - 

arty. klative to the Narraganſet country, and notwithſtanding ànd. 14 

pear he king's commiſſioners, and attornies of the greateſt [0 


a 


- fi E : | 
bis was a little more than afarthing per acre, and ſhows of "1 
| $bat ſmall value land was eſteemed at that day. It affords alſo a T1 
pool;  Briking demonſtration, that confidering the expenſe of purcha- 
elf a- g them of the natives, and of defending them, they coſt our 
Corn ceſtors five, if not ten times their value. | 


2 


„* 
1 P - 2% Nr — 
a i 1 > es Ser Cn ALT = . 
- -» oy 
. 4. A, - 1 * 
p — — 
I — — 
1 K IERES — . — 
- —_— 2 * 
a 
= 
* = 8 — - Pat. 0 P 


a w 7 
_ wo. au. ah... Mas ee. 8 


472 


Book I. fame, determined, that the title was undoubtedly in the 
SV governor and company of this colony, yet it was judged 


1713. 


agreed, „ That the middle channel of Pawcatuck river, 
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expedient to give up the claim. Lands were of ſo little 
value, and controverſies before king and council ſo expen. 
five, and the event ſo uncertain, that the legiſlature de. 
termined rather to comply with Governor Winthrop's and 
Clark's agreement, than to prolong the controverſy, 
The court party both in King William's and Queen 
Anne's reign, appeared reluctant to eſtabliſh the charter 
limits of Connecticut, at Narraganſet river and bay, oth. 
erwiſe they would have adviſed to eſtabliſh the judgment 
of the king's commiſſioners; and the king, or queen 
would have adopted the ſame opinion, and eſtabliſhed 
the boundary according to the charter. The court prob. 
ably were influenced by political principles. The eſtab. 
liſhment of the eaſtern boundary of Connecticut, at Nar. 
raganſet river and bay, would have ruined Rhode-Iſland, 
by reducing them to limits too ſmall for a colony. Con- 
necticut was doubtleſs fully ſenſible of theſe diſpoſitions 
of the ſovereigns and court of Great Britain, and it prob- 
ably operatcd as a ſtrong motive to induce them to give 
up their claim. 

Ix October 1502, a committee was appointed to make 
a complete ſettlement of the boundary line between the 
colonies, reſerving to all perſons concerned their entire 
property in lands and buildings, according to the agree- 
ment of Governor Winthrop and Mr. Clark. On the 
I2th of May 1703, the committees from the two colonies 


cc alias Narraganſet river, as it extends from the ſalt wa- 
& ter upwards, till it come to the mouth of Aſhaway 
cc river, where it falls into the ſaid Pawcatuck river, and 
& from thence to run a ſtraight line till it meet with the 
c ſouthweſt bounds or corner of Warwick grand put 
& chaſe, which extends twenty miles due weſt from 3 
certain rock lying at the out moſt point of Warwick 
« neck, which is the ſoutheaſterly bounds of ſaid pu- 
cc chaſe; and from the ſaid ſouthweſt bounds, or corne! 
« of ſaid purchaſe, to run upon a due north line till i 
% meet with the ſouth line of the province of Maſſachu- 
« ſetts Bay in New-England : This to be, and forevet 
te remain to be the fixed and ſtated line between the aid 
« colonies of Connecticut and Rhode-Iſland. Alwa} 
« provided, and it is hereby intended, that nothing in 
„the aforementioned agreement, or any clauſe thereof, 


** ſhall be taken or deemed to be the breach or making 


— 
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« yoid of the fourth article in the agreement made be- 
« tween the agents of the ſaid colonies of Connecticut 
« and Rhode-Iſland, viz. John Winthrop, Efquire, and 
« Mr. Daniel Clark, for maintaining property, dated A- 
« pril 7th, 1663, but that the ſame ſhall be kept and 
te juſtly performed, according to the true intent and 
« meaning thereof; and that all former grants and pur- 
tc chaſes, granted by, or made within either of the colo- 
« nies and all other ancient grants confirmed by the au- 
« thority of Connecticut colony within the townſhip of 
« Weſterly, in the colony of Rhode-Iſland, ſhall be duly 
« preſerved and maintained, as fully and amply, to all 
« intents and purpoſes, as if they were lying or contin- 
« ued within the bounds of the colony, by the authority 
« of which it was granted or purchaſed.““ 

NoTw1THSTANDING this agreement, Rhode-Ifland, 
about this time, diſowned its authenticity, pretending 
that their commiſſioners were not empowered to conclude 
fully and finally upon ſuch ſettlement. The cauſe was 
heard by the king in council, ſome years after, and de- 
cided according to the agreement of the commiſſioners 
as ſtated above. 

SEPTEMBER 27th, 1728, the line was finally aſcertained 
and diſtinguiſhed by proper monuments and boundaries. 
Roger Wolcott, James Wadſworth, and Daniel Palmer, 
on the part of Connecticut, and William Wanton, Ben- 
jamin Ellery, and William Jenckes, in behalf of Rhode- 
Iſland, were the committees for the running and final 
fixing of the line. 

No colony, perhaps, had ever a better right to the 
lands compriſed in its original patent than Connecticut, 
yet none has been more unfortunate with reſpect to the 
loſs of territory. King Charles the ſecond, in favor of 
his brother the Duke of York, granted a great part of the 
lands contained within its original limits to him, and the 
© legiſlature, for fear of offending thoſe 10yal perſonages 
= and loſing their charter, gave up Long-Ifland and agreed 
to the ſettlement of the boundary line with the king's 
commiſſioners. For the reaſons which have been ſug- 
» geſted they loſt a conſiderable tract on the north and on 
| the eaſt. Indeed, conſidering the enemies and difficul- 
dies with which they had to combat, it is admirable that 


Agreement on file, ſigned with the hands of the commiſſion» 
ers and ſcaled with nine ſeals. 
| Nna 
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Book I. they retained ſo much territory, and ſo nobly defended 
= their juſt rights and liberties. 


THE HIS Cray. XVIII 


Tu peace of Utrecht was ſigned by the plenipoten- 
tiaries of Great Britain and France March 3oth, 1913. 
Official accounts of the pacification and orders for imme. 
diately proclaiming the peace were received by the goy. 
ernor of Connecticut, on the 22d of Auguſt. The goy. 
ernor having called together the deputy governor and 
council, they, on the 26th, made a formal proclamation 
of peace between the two nations. 

Ueox the pacification with France, the Indians buried 
the hatchet, and peace, with her olive branch, once more 
gladdened the colonies, 

CoNnNECTICUT had not been leſs fortunate in this, 
than in former wars. A fingle town had not been loſt, 
nor had any confiderable number of the inhabitants fallen 
by the hands of the enemy. In Philip's, King William's, 
and Queen Anne's wars, Connecticut loſt only the }uil- 
dings and part of the effects of one town. The inhab- 
itants of Symſbury, when conſiſting of about forty fami- 
hes, as the tradition 1s, ſuppoſing themſelves in danger 
of a ſurpriſe, by the enemy, buried a conſiderable part of 
their effects, and generally removed. back to Windſor. 
The enemy, finding the town nearly deſerted, fell upon 
it, burned the buildings and captivated ſeveral of the in- 
habitants. When the people moved back, ſuch an alter- 
ation had been made, by the burning of the buildings and 
the growth of weeds and buſhes, that the particular ſpot 
in which they had buried their effects could not be found 
and they were never recovered. This moſt probably was 
in the ſpring of 1676, when the Narraganſet and oth: 
Indians appeared in ſtrong parties upon the river above. 

THe expenſe of this war was very conſiderable. Some 
years the colony paid a tax of about ſeven pence and eight 
pence on the pound, on the whole lift of the colony: 
Befides, it was found neceflary to emit, at ſeveral times, 
from June 1709, to October 1713, £33,500 in bills of 
credit. Proviſion had been made, by acts of aſſembly, 
for the calling in of the whole, within the term of about 
ſeven years from the termination of the war. Twenty 
thouſand pounds only were in circulation in October 
1713. The emiſſions were all in the ſame form, and, by 
a law of the colony, the bills of each were to be received 
in all payments, at the treaſury, at five per cent, better 
than money, or more than expreſſed on the face of the 
bill. In all other payments, it was enacted, that thc) 


] 
( 
1 
( 
] 
] 
( 


bal Rf PA jk... 


nir. XVIII. OF CONNEC TIC UT. 475 


ſhould be received as money. So ſmall was the ſum, Book I. 
and ſuch was the advance at which the bills were receiv- = 
ed at the treaſury, that they appear to have ſuffered little 1213. 
or no depreciation. As ſome of the ſmall bills had been 
altered, and the ſum expreſſed made greatcr than in the 
original ones, the aſſembly paſſed an act for calling them 
all in, and emitting {20,000 in new bills, which the 
treaſurer was directed to iſſue. 

AFTER purſuing the hiſtory of the colony ncarly eighty 
years, from the commencement of its firſt ſettlements, it 
appears that, notwithſtanding the many wars, numerous 
hardſhips, and difficulties with which it had almoſt con- 
tinually to combat, its progreſs in numbers, plantations, 
huſbandry, wealth, and commerce were conſiderable. 

Wiri the colony, and under its juriſdiction, were 
fhirty eight taxable towns, and forty ſent deputies. 

CounTIEs and Towns October 8th, 1713. 


County of Time of | Lebanon incorpora- Number 
HARTFORD. Settlement. . ted 1697 of Hens, 
Hartford 1625 Voluntown 1700 and the . 
Wethersfield 1634 [Pomfret incorpora- 2 op. 1 
Windſor 1635 ted 1713 4. een 2 13. 
Farmington 1644 County of Time of poration. | | | 
Middletown 1651 [NE HAN RN. | Settlement. 1 
Symſbury 1670 ||New-Haven 1638 . 
Haddam 1668 [Milford 1639 1 
Glaſtenbury made a || Guilford 1639 | 
town 1690 [Branford 1644 hr 

Waterbury 1686 ||Wallingford 1670 . 
Windham 1692 Eaſt-Haven 1607 1M 
Plainfield 1689 Derby 1675 
Eaſt-Haddam 1713 Durham 1699 
Canterbury 1703 ||New-Milford 1913* 
Mansfield 1703“ County of Time of 

Colcheſter 1699 ||FAIRFIELD. | Settlement. 

Hebron 1704 * Fairfield 1639 

Killingly 1708*|[Stratford 1639 

; Coventry I709*j|Greenwich 1644 | 

t County of Time of Stamford 1641 5 | | 

y Nzw-LonDoN.|Settlement.\|Norwalk 1681 11 

r New-London 1648 ||Woodbury incorpo- 191 

y Saybrook 1639 || rated 1674 

4 Norwich 1660 Danbury 1693 

er Lyme 1667 [New -Tovn incorpo- 

* Stonington 1658 rated 1711* 

y Killingworth 1663 dere incorpo- 
Preſton 1686 || rated 1709* 


| 

11 

L 'F 
G 

: 

+ 

1 

15 ; 
5 

<< 

| 

2: 

| | 

FT 

\ . 

x , * 


476 


Book I. | 
Worm tiement of the colony, to reieaſe the infant towns two, 


1713. 


Liſt of the 
colony, 
number of 
militiaand 
inhabi- 
tants. 


Shipping. twenty ſloops, and ſome other ſmall veſſels. 


Towns 
granted & under the government of Maſſachuſetts, Suſſield, Enfield, 


iettled by and Woodſtock. 
Maſſachu- 
ſetts. 
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Ir was cuſtomary with the aſſembly, ſrom the firſt ſet. 


three, or four years, at firſt, from all taxes to the com- 
monwealth; and eſpecially this was the waiverſal prac. 
tice while they were building meeting- houſes and ſettling 
miniſters. For theſe reaſons, the eight towns marked 
with afteriſms, at this time, appear to have been releaſed 
from public taxation. 

ATTEMPTS had been made for the ſettlement of Aſh. 
ford, two families moved on to the Jands in 1710 and 
began ſettlements, but it was not incorporated until 
October 1714. The afſembly had alſo appointed com- 
mittees and paſſed ſeveral acts reſpecting the ſettlement 
of Ne- Fairfield but it does not appear to have been in- 
corporated at this time. Exclufive of the towns on Long- 
Ifland, and ſome others in New-York, and the town of 
Weſterly in Rhode-Ifland, Connecticut had ſettled forty 
five towns under its own juriſdiction. Forty of them 
ſent deputies. The houſe of repreſentatives, when full 
conſiſted of eighty members. 

THe grand liſt of the colony was £281,083. The 
militia conſiſted of a regiment in each county, and a- 
mounted to nearly four thouſand effective men. The 
number of inhabitants was about ſeventeen thouſand. 

Tn ſhipping conſiſted of two brigantines, about 
The num- 
ber of ſeamen did not exceed a hundred and twenty. 

THERE were three confiderable towns in the colony 


Suffield and Enfield were part of 
Springfield, which was purchaſed by Mr. Pyncheon and 
his company of the natives, the original proprietors of 
the ſoil. This townſhip, like Windſor, was of great ex- 
tent. At firſt it was ſuppoſed to belong to Connecticut, 
and it always would have done had not the boundary 
line been fixed contrary to the expectations of the fir 
planters. In 1670 a grant of Suffield was made to Ma- 
jor John Pyncheon, Mr. Elizur Holyoke, Mr. Thomas 
Cooper, Mr. Benjamin Cooly, George Cotton, and Row- 
land 'Thomas, by the general court of Maſſachuſetts, as 2 
committee to lay it out and plant a townſhip. And 
about that time it was ſettled, and incorporated with 
town privileges. 

ENFIELD was ſettled by people from Maſſachuſetts, 2- 
bout the year 1681. A grant of the townſhip, which 1s 
ſix miles ſquare, was made to ſeveral planters about t 
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years before. The planters came on with numbers and Book I. 
ſtrength. They brought with them two young gentle 
men, one Mr. Whittenton for a ſchoolmaſter, and Mr. 1713. 
Welch a candidate for the miniſtry to be their preacher. 

In the year 1769, the number of fam lies in the town was 

214, and the numberof inhabitants was 1,380. The town 

was named after one of the ſame name in England.“ 

CovkrTs in Connecticut. 

Tux general court, or aſſembly in May and October. courts & 
The ſeſſions, at this period, generally, did not exceed ten judges. 
or twelve days. The expenſe of government was very 
inconſiderable. The expenſe of the two ſeſſions annu- 
ally hardly amounted to { 400. The ſalary of the gov- 
ernor was £200, and that of the deputy governor {, 50. 

The whole expenſe of. government, probably did not ex- 
ceed eight hundred pounds annually. 

Tur Superior court, which was made circular in 1711. 
At the May ſeſhon, 1711, it was enacted, that there 
ſhould be one ſuperior court of judicature over the whole 
colony: That this court ſhould be holden annually, within 
and for the county of Hartford on the third "Tueſdays in 
March and September : Within and for the county of 
New-Haven on the ſecond Tueſdays in March and Sep- 
tember: Within and for the county of Fairfield, at Fair- 
held, on the firſt Tueſdays in March and September; and 
within and for the county of New-London on the fourth 
Tueſdays in ſaid months. | ; | 

Tunis court conſiſted of one chief judge and four other 1 
judges, three of whom made a quorum. 'The judges of 
the court were all magiſtrates. William Pitkin, Eſquire, wy 
was chief judge. Richard Chriſtophers, Peter Burr, © 
Samuel Eells, and John Haynes, Eſquires, were aſſiſtant 
judges. 'The wages of the chief judge was ten ſhillings 
a day, while on the public ſervice. The other judges 
were allowed the fees, by law, payable to the bench. 

Tur inferior, or county courts. At the ſeſſion in 


» 4 1665, counties were firſt made. From that time | 
15 each county had a court of its own. This, after a few F 
'- years, from its firſt inſtitution, conſiſted of a chief judge | 


and four juſtices of the quorum. The buſineſs of theſe ind 
| Courts has been already ſufficiently noticed. 1 


| 
With reſpect to Woodſtock there are no records or 14 
minutes. | 


I Theexpenſe of government in Connecticut did not generally 
mount to the ſalary of a king's governor. 


a PL : 


89323 — 


478 
Book I. 


THE HITIS TONI CRHAr. XVII. 


In each county there was a court of probates, conſiſt. 


ing of one judge and a clerk. In this all teſtamentary 


1713. 


affairs were managed. From this court appeals might 


be had to the county court. One of the magiſtrates of 
the county was commonly judge of this court. It met 
frequently, buſineſs was done with eaſe and diſpatch, and 
with little expenſe to the fatherleſs and widow. 

The manufactures of Connecticut at this time, were very 
inconſiderable. There was but one clothier in the colony, 
The moſt he could do was to full the cloth which waz 
made. A great proportion of it was worn without ſhear. 
ing or preſſing.“ 5 

Tut trade of the colony was not conſiderable. Ti; 
foreign commerce was indeed next to nothing. The on- 
ly articles exported directly from it to Great Britain were 
turpentine, pitch, tar, and fur. But theſe more general. 
ly were ſent directly to Boſton or New-York, and were 
traded for ſuch European goods as were conſumed in the 
colony. Its principal trade was with Boſton, New-York, 
and the Weſt-Indies. To the two former they traded in 
the produce of the colony, wheat, rye, barley, indian 
corn, peas, pork, beef, and fat cattle. 

To the Weſt-Indies the merchants exported horſes, 
ſtaves, hoops, pork, beef, and cattle. In return they re- 
ceived rum, ſugar, molaſſes, cotton wool, bills of ex- 
change, and ſometimes ſmall ſums of money. But littls 
more was imported, than was found neceſſary for home 
conſumption. 

At this period there was not a printer in the colony. 
For this reaſon a great proportion of the laws were only 
in manuſcript. The aſſembly had now deſired the gos. 
ernor and council to procure a printer to ſettle in the 
colony. It was determined ſoon to reviſe and print the 
laws which made the aſſembly more urgent in the affar 
at that time The council obtained Mr. Timothy Green, 
a deſcendant of Mr. Samuel Green of Cambridge in Mal- 
ſachuſetts, the firſt printer in North-America. The a. 
ſembly for his encouragement agreed that he ſhould be 
printer to the governor and company and that he ſhould 
have fifty pounds, the ſalary of the deputy governor, an- 
nually. He was obliged to print the election ſermons, 
the proclamati ns for faſts and thankſgivings, and laws 
which were enacted at the ſeveral ſeſſions of the aſſembly: 
In 1714, he came into Connecticut, and fixed his reſ- 


* Anſwer to queſtions from the lords of trade and plantation 
1710. 
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dence at New-London. He and his deſcendants were, Book I. 
for a great number of years, printers to the governor and. 
company of Connecticut.“ A. the period to which the 1713. i} 
hiſtory is brought down, almcit all that part of the colony ne! 


on the eaſt fide of Connecticut was ſettled. Aſhford, 11 
Tolland, Stafford, Bolten, and two or e tl ree other towns Wh 
have been ſettled in that part of the colony, and the great- 44 
eſt part of the county of Litchfield ſince. The ſettle- . 

g 


ment of theſe has been attended with little difficulty in Wy. 
compariſon with what was experienced in the planting Wk 
and defending of the former. [ 
Who can contemplate the hardſhips, labors, and dan- | 
ers of our anceſtors, their ſelf-denial magnanimity, fir m- if | 
neſs, and perſeverance, in defending their juſt rights, and ' 
the great expenſe, though they were poor, at which they | 
maintained and tranſmitted the faireſt inheritance to us, 90 
and not highly eſteem and venerate their characters? If 1 
they had ſome imperfections, yet had they not more ex- Wit! 
cellencies, and did they not effe ct greater things, for theme 14 
ſelves and poſtcrity, than men have generally done? Is | 
it poſſible to review the ſufferings, dangers, expenſe of 
blood and treaſure, with which cur invaluable liberties, 
civil and religious, have been tranſmitted to us, and not 
eſteem them precious? Not molt vigilantly and vigorouſly 
defend them ? Shall we not at all hazards, maintain and 1 
perpetuate them? Can we contemplate the ſobriety, wiſ- 
dom, integrity, induſtry, econcmy, public ſpirit, peace- 
ableneſs, good order, and other virtues, by which this re- 


42. — — * 
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public hath ariſen from the ſmalleſt beginnings, to its 

ly preſent ſtrength, opulence, beauty, and reſpectability and 1.0 
„not admire thoſe virtues ? Not be convinced of their high 8: 
he i importance to ſociety ? Shall we not make them our own ? 

he And by the conſtant practice of them hand down our 

air diſtinguiſhed liberties, dignity and happineſs to the lateſt 

ell | ages! 2 

la- Eh 


* The firſt printer in this colony was Thomas Short. He was 
recommended to the colony by Mr. Green. He came to New- 14 
London about the year 1709. In 1710, he printed Saybrook Plat- 4 
form, and ſoon after died. 
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lm of the churches of Connecticut, from 1665, to 1714, 


continued from chapter XIII. The general aſſembiy ap- 


Point a ſynod to determine points of religious controverſy, 


The miniſters decline meeting under the name »f a ſyned. 


The aſſembly alter the name, and require them to meet as a 


general aſſembly of the miniflers and churches of Connecti- 
cut. Seventeen queſtions zuere propoſed to the aſſembly to 
be diſcuſſed and anſwered. The aſſembly of miniſters and 
churches meet and diſcuſs the queſtions. The legiſlature 
declare, that they had not been decided, and give intima- 
tions that they did not defire, that the miniſters and churches 
of Connecticut ſhould report their opinion upon them. They 
expreſs their deſires of a larger council from Maſſachuſetts 
and New-Plimouth. The Reverend Mr. Davenport ro- 
moves to Boſton. Diſſenſion at Windſor. Mr. Bulkley 
and Mr. Fitch are appointed by the aſſembly to deviſe ſome 


. way in which the churches might walk together, notwith- 
anding their different opinions relative to the ſubjefs if 


baptiſm, church communion, and the mode of church diſci- 
pline. The church at Hartford divides, and Mr. Whi- 
ting and his adherents are allowed to practiſe upon congre- 
gational principles. The churchat Stratford allowed 1 di 
vide and hold diſtin meetings. Mr. Walker and hi; 
bearers, upon advice, remove and ſettle the town of Wood- 
bury. Deaths and characters of the Reverend Meſreur: 
Jobn Davenport and Fohn Warham. General attempts 
for a reformation of manners. Religious ſlate of the colony 
in 1680. Attempts for the inſtruction and chriſtianixing 
of the Indians in Connecticut. AF of the legiſlature reſ- 
fecting Windſor. The people there required peaceably to 
fettle and ſupport Mr. Mather. Owning or ſubſcribing 
the covenant mtroduced at Hartford. College founded, 
and truſtees incorporated. Worſhip according to the mode 
of the church of England performed, in this colony, fir/t at 
Stratford. Epiſcopal church gathered there. Act of «f* 
ſembly requiring the miniflers and churches of Connecticut 
to meet and form a religious conſtitution. They meet and 
compile the Saybrook Platform. Articles of diſcipline. 
AZ of the legiſlature adepting the Platform. Aſfectations ? 
conſociations. General aſſociation. Its recommendations 
relative to the examination of candidates for the miniſtry, 
and of paſtors elect previous ts their ordination. Miniſ- 
ters, churches, and eccleſiaſtical ſocieties in Connecticut in 
1713. Degree of inſtruction. The whole number of 
miniſters in the colony from its firſt ſettlement to that period. 
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A LTHOUGH the legiſlature of Connecticut, during Book J. 1 1 
the controverſy reſpecting the union of the of 0 
colonics, judged it expedient, to tranſact nothing rel- 1666. 11,1 +1 
ative to the religious controverſies then in the country, 14 
yet, as ſoon as the union was well eſtabliſned, they en- 14 

tered ſeriouſly upon meaſures to bring them to a final if- 
ſue. For this purpoſe they paſſed the following act. oa rith; 
« TH1s court doth conclude to conſider of ſome way 1666. q 
e or means to bring thoſe eccleſiaſtical matters, that are & ap- 
« in difference ii. the ſeveral plantations, to an iſſue, by pointing 4 | 
tc ſtating ſome ſuitable accommodation and expedient ſynod. | 
te thereunto. And do therefore order, that a ſynod be +4 
« called to conſider and debate thoſe matters; and that 1 
« the queſtions preſented to the elders and miniſters, 1 
ic that are called to this ſynod, ſhall be publicly difputed f 
& to an iſſue. And this court doth conter power to this 
cc ſynod, being met and conſtituted, to order and me- v1 
« thodize the diſputation, ſo as may moſt conduce, in N 
4 


« their apprehenſion, to attain a regular iſſue of their 
& debates. 

Trae court ordered, that all the preaching elders, or 
miniſters who were or ſhould be ſettled in this colony, 
at the time appointed for the meeting of the ſynod, 
ſhould be ſent to, to attend as members of it. It was 
alſo ordered by the legiſlature, that Mr. Mitchel, Mr. 
Brown, Mr. Sherman, and Mr. Glover, of Maſſachuſetts, 
ſhould be invited to aſſiſt as members of the ſynod. It 
was alſo ordered, that upon the meeting of a majority of 1 
the preaching eiders in the colony, they ſhould proceed | | 
as a ſynod. Further, it was enacted, that the queſtions . 
propoſed by this aſſembly, ſhould be the queſtions to be 1 
diſputed by the ſynod. Ihe meeting of the ſynod was 4 
appointed on the third Wedneſday in May 1667. The 
ſecretary was directed to tranſmit to all the miniſters in 
this colony, and thoſe invited from the Maſſachuſctts, a Fil. 
copy of this act of aſſembly and of the queſtions to be . 
diſputed. * 

Ir ſeems, that the miniſters had objections to meeting 
as a ſynod, and to the order of the afſembly veſting them 
with ſynodical powers. Numbers of the miniſters and 6 4 
churches appear to have been too jealous for their liber- 11 
ties to admit of the authority of ſynods appointed by the Name of 1 
aſſembly. The legiſlature, to eaſe this diificulty, in their the coun- 1177 
May ſeſſion, judged it expedient to alter the name of the penn mag B48! 

. 10: May tb, 1 
council, and to call it = aſſembly of the miniſters of 4667. 
00 
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Boox I. Connecticut, called together by the general court, for 
wy the diſcuſſing of the queſtions tated according to their 
1667. former order. 

Tux aſſembly of miniſters convened at the time ap- 
Theaſ- pointed, and having converſed on the queſtions, and voted 
ſembly of Hot to diſpute them publicly, adjourned until the fall, 


miniſters 2 : 
meet. determining then to meet again, and make their report, 


ſhould it be the deſire of the legiſlature. The queſtions 
were the ſame which had been exhibited 'ten years be. 
fore.“ The ſame points of controverſy till ſubfifted, 
The churches continued in their former ftrict method of 
admitting members to their communion, and maintained 
their right to chooſe their miniſters, without any control 
from the towns or pariſhes of which they were a part, 
It does not appear, that one church in the colony had 
yet conſented to the baptiſm of children upon their pa- 
rents owning the covenant, as it was then called. It waz 
infiſted, as neceſſary to the baptiſm of children, that one 
of the parents, at leaſt ſhould be a member in full com- 

munion with the church, and in regular ſtanding. 
IT ſeems, that the aſſembly's particularly inviting the 
Defign of gentlemen from the Maſſachuſetts, in their name, to at- 
inviting tend the general aſſembly of miniſters and churches, was 
miniſters to enlighten and ſoften the minds of the miniſters of 
from the Connecticut in thoſe points, and to obtain a majority in 
3 the aſſembly for a leſs rigid mode of proceeding. Mr. 
; Mitchel was the moſt powerful diſputant of his day, in 
New-England, in favor of the baptiſm of children upon 
their parents owning the covenant, though they neglect- 
ed to obey and honor Chriſt in attending the ſacrament 
of the Lord's Supper. It appeared, however, that this 
party were not able to carry any point in the affembly, 
and that the We were not likely to be determined 
according to the wiſhes of tlie majority of the legiſlature. 
Meaſures were therefore adopted to prevent the meeting 
ung refult of the aſſembly, at their adjournment in the 

all. 
Ix September, the commiſſioners of the United colo- 
nies met at Hartford, and they interpoſed in the affair. 
3 'T hey reſolved, « That when queſtions of public concern- 
commiſ. © ment, about matters of faith and order, do ariſe in any 
fioners * colony, that the deciſion thereof ſhould be referred to 
Sept. « a ſynod, or council of meſſengers of churches, indif- 
#667. 44 ferently called out of the United colonies, by an orderly 
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« agreement of all the general courts; and that the place 
« of meeting be at or near Boſton.” This vote was 
doubtleſs obtained by the art of thoſe gentlemen, among 
the civilians and miniſters, who wiſhed to prevent the 
meeting of the aſſembly of miniſters and their reſulting 
upon the queſtions. 

THE Reverend elders Warham, Hooker, and Whiting, 
in a writing under their hands, repreſented to the aſſem- 
bly, at their ſeſhon in October, that it was the deſire of 
the aſſembly of miniſters, that there might be a more 
general meeting of miniſters from Maſſachuſetts, to aſſiſt 
in the conſideration and deciſion of the queſtions propo- 
ſed. It was alſo repreſented to the aſſembly, that though 
they and others were for diſputing the queſtions publicly, 
and offered to do it, yet the major part of the aſſembly 
refuſed the offer. 

Trs Reverend Mr. Bulkley and Mr. Haynes, on the 
other hand, in a letter addreſſed by them to the aſſembly, 
repreſented, that the aſſembly had authorized a major part 
of the miniſters to methodize the proceedings of the aſ- 
ſembly, and that a majority were againſt a public diſ- 
putation of the queſtions : 'That it was viewed as what 
would diſhonor Go, diſſerve the peace and edification of 
the churches: and the general intereſts of religion, and it 
was judged moſt expedient to deliberate upon and decide 
the queſtions among themſelves, as was uſual in councils, 
without a public diſputation. They therefore obſerved, 
that whatever fair offers were made them to diſpute the 
queſtions publicly, they could not conſiſtently do it, as it 
was contrary to a major vote of the aſſembly of the min- 
iſters, and in their opinion would diſſerve the intereſt of 
the churches. With reſpe& to the preſent application 
made by Meffrs. Warham, Hooker, and Whiting, they 
obſerved, that it appeared ſtrange to them, as a conſider- 
able number of the miniſters were poſitively againſt it, 
and others were neuter and not in the vote for a more 
general council, and that it was the vote of the aſſembly 
of miniſters to meet again on the third Wedneſday in Oc- 
tober. They aſſured the legiſlature, that they were ready 
and determined to obey all their lawful commands, and 
they defired information from them, whether the aſſem- 

y of minifters ſhould meet again, according to adjourn- 
ment, or not? The general afſembly voted, that the queſ- 
tions had not been decided, and deſired the ſeveral churches 
and plantations in the colony to ſend their teaching el- 
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the elders of Maſſachuſetts and Plimouth as ſhould be ap.. 
pointed, to conſider and determine the points in contro. 
verſy. The afſembly defired, that the general court of 
Maſſachuſetts might be certified of the affair, and would 
appoint time and place for the meeting of a ſynod, if they 
ſhould judge it expedient. 

WHETHER the aſſembly really wiſhed: to have a gene- 
ral council, or whether this was on] a matter of policy to 
prevent a determination of the queſtions contrary to their 
wiſhes, is not certain. No general council however was 
called; nor does it appear, that any motion was made af. 
terwards for that purpoſe. Indeed the legiſlature ſeem 
to have fallen under the conviction, that the clergy and 
churches would not give up their private opinions, in 
faith and practice, to the deciſions of councils; that hon- 
eſt men would think differently, and that they could not 
be convinced and made of one mind by diſputing. No 
further attempts were ever made by them, to bring thoſe 
points to a public diſcuſſion. 

WHILE theſe affairs were tranſacting in Connecticut, 
a remarkable tranſaction took place in the firſt church 
at Boſton, and the moſt conſiderable in New-England. 
Their paſtor, the Reverend Mr. Wilſon, was one of the 
ſynod in 1662, and one who adopted its determinations 
relative to the ſubjects of baptiſm, His church alſo ap- 
peared to have conſented to the practice of admitting 
perſons to own their covenant and bring their children 
to baptiſm. Nevertheleſs, after Mr. Wilſon's deceaſe, 
they eleCted the Reverend Mr. Davenport of New-Ha- 
ven for their paſtor, as the only gentleman worthy to ſuc- 
ceed the diſtinguiſhed lights, which had illuminated that 
golden candleſtick. He had publicly written againſt the 
ſynod, and was one of the moſt ſtrict and rigid miniſters, 
with reſpect to the admiſhon of members to full com- 
munion, the ſubjeatg of baptiſm, and with reſpect to 
church diſcipline, in New-England. He had now arri- 
ved nearly to ſeventy years of age, yet, in 1667, upon the 
application of the church and congregation at Boſton he 
accepicd their invitation and the next year removed to 
that capital. He had been about thirty years miniſter at 
New-Haven, had been greatly eſtecmed and beloved by 
his flock. This circumſtance, with his advanced, period 
of life, made his removal very remarkable. His church 
and people were exceedingly unwilling that he ſhould 
leave them, and it ſeems, never formally gave their con- 


fent. The affair, on the whole, was unhappy. It accay 
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ſioned a ſeparation from the firſt church in Boſton z and Book I. | 
the church and congregation, at New-Haven, for many . 
years, remained in an uncomfortable ſtate unable to unite b:. 
in the choice of any perſon to take the paſtoral charge of 
them. 14 
Tux town of Windſor had, for many years, been al- Conten- 14 
moſt in perpetual controverſy, relative to the ſettlement Win pr | 
of a miniſter. After Mr. Warham became advanced in r. 
years, he wiſhed for a colleague, to aſſiſt him in miniſte- 
rial labors. Various young gentlemen were invited to 

preach in the town ; but ſuch as one part of the people 
choſe for the miniſter, the other would violently oppoſe. 
Sometimes one party would appear with great zeal for 
one candidate, and the other would ſtrive with equal en- 

agedneſs for another. In ſuch caſe advice had been 
given, that both the perſons, for whcm they were thus 
contending, ſhould leave the town, and that application 
ſhould be made to ſome other candidate Much heat 
and obſtinacy, however, continued between the parties, 
and all attempts to unite them were unſucceſsful. It 
ſeems, that their paſſions were ſo inflamed, that, upon 
occaſion of their meetings, their language and deportment 
were unbrotherly and irritating. One Mr. Chauncy was 
now preaching in the town, and parties were warmly en- 4 
gaged for and againſt him. The general aſſembly, in 44 . 
this ſtate of their affairs, enacted, “ That all the freemen { q11, re- 
& and houſeholders in Windſor and Maſſacoe ſhould meet ſpecting 
c at the meetinghouſe, on Monday morning next, by the inhab- | 
« ſun an hour high, and bring in their votes for a min- 2 h 
« iſter, to Mr. Henry Wo'cott : That thoſe who were thang E 
© for Mr. Chauncy to be the ſettled miniſter of Wind- 
« ſor, bring in a written paper, and thoſe who were not 
« for him to give ina paper without any writing upon it: 
« That the inhabitants during the meeting forbear all 
« diſcourſe and agitation of any matter, which may ſerve 
« to provoke and diſturb each other's ſpirits, and when 
the meeting is over return to their ſeveral occaſions.” 

MR. Wolcott reported to the aſſembly the ſtate of the | 
town, that there were eighty fix votes for Mr. Chauncy | 
and fifty five againſt him. The afſembly, upen the peti- | 
tion of the minor party, and a full view of the {tate of the . 
town, gave them liberty to ſettle an orthodox miniſter a- 4's 
mong themſelves, and to the church and majority of the 4 Py P41 
town to ſettle Mr. Chauncy, if they judged it expedient. 1 
It was enacted, that the minority ſhould pay Mr. Chaun- | | 
ey until they ſhould obtain another miniſter to preach and 
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Book I. reſide in the town, Mr. Chauncy was not finally ordain. 
ANY cd, but the affair was carried ſo far that a ſeparation, was 
1667. ſoon after made in the church, and a diſtinct church was 
formed by the minority. The town continued in an un- 
happy ſtate of diviſion, for about ſixteen years from this 
time. 

Tas legiſlature, having given over all further attempts 
to compoſe the diviſions in the colony, by public diſputa- 
Attempt tion andthe deciſions of general councils, determined to 
for a plan purſue a different courſe. They conceived. the deſign of 
Cn uniting the churches in ſome general plan of church 
churches, communion and diſcipline, by which they might walk, 

notwithſtanding their different ſentiments, in points of 
leſs importance. With this view, an act paſſed authoriz- 
ing the Reverend Meſheurs James Fitch, Gerſhom Bulk- 
ley, Joſeph Eliot, and Samuel Wakeman to meet at Say- 
brook, and deviſe a way in which this deſirable purpoſe 
might be effected. This appears to have been the firſt 
ſtep towards forming a religious conſtitution. From this 
time it became more and more a general object of deſire 
and purſuit, though many years elapſed before the work 
could be accompliſhed. 
NoTw1THSTANDING the diviſions in the church at 
Gon of Hartford, ſome years ſince, had been ſo far compoſed and 
divides heated, that it had been kept together until this time, yet 
into two there were really different ſentiments. among the breth- 
churches. ren and between the miniſters, relative to the qualiſica- 
tions of church members, the ſubje&s of baptiſm, and 
the mode of diſcipline. Mr. Whiting and part of the 
church were zealous for the ſtrictly congregational way, 
as it has been. called, practiſed the miniſters and 
churches, at their firſt coming into New-England. Mr. 
Haynes and a majority of the congragation: were not leſs 
engaged againſt it. The difference became ſo great, that 
it was judged expedient, both by an eccleſiaſtical council 
and the aſſe mbly, that the church and town ſhould be di- 
vided. An ecclefiaſtical council having firſt adviſed to a 
diviſion, the general aſſembly, in October 1669, paſſed 
the following act. | 

« Uros the petition preſented by Joſeph Whiting, &c. 
Aa of af. © toithis.court, for a diſtin& walking in congregational 
ſembiy re- church order, as hath been, ſettled according to the 
Wectingit. «© council of the elders, the court doth. commend it to 

« the church at Hartford: to take fome. effectual courſe, 
« that Mr. Whiting, &c. may practiſe the congregational 
« way, without. diſturhanoe, cither from preaching & 


1668 


Cuayr. IX. OF CONNECTICUT. 7 


« practice, diverſely to their juſt offence z or elſe to grant Boox I. 
« their loving confent to their brethren to walk diftm@, Www 
« according to fuch their congregational principles; £609- 

« which this court allows liberty in Hartford to be done. 
« But if both theſe be refuſed and neglected by the 
« church, then theſe brethren may, in any regular way, 
« relieve themſelves without offence to this court.”* 

Tx next February, Mr. Whiting and his adherents 
reſolved and covenanted in the manner following, and 
formed the ſecond church in Hartford. 

« HavinG had the conſent and countenance of the Declara- 
« general court, and the advice of an eccleſiaſtical coun- l 
« cil to encourage us in embodying as a church by our- ener Ha 
« ſelves, accordingly upon the day of completing our diſ- the ſecond 

« tinct ftate, (viz. February 12th, 16694) this paper church. 

« was read before the meſſengers of the churches and 
, conſented to by ourſelves. Viz. 

e THE holy providence of the MosT Hicn ſo diſpoſ- 
te ing, that public oppoſition and diſturbance hath, of late 
« years, been given, both by preaching and practice, to 
„1 the congregational way of church order, by all man- 

„ ner of orderly eſtabliſhments ſettled, and for a long 
© © time unanimoully approved and peaceably practiſed in 
© this place, all endeavours alſo (both among ourſelves 
« and from abroad) with due patience therein, proving 
„ fruitleſs and unſucceſsful to the removing of that diſ- 
e turbance ; Wx, whoſe names are after mentioned, be- 
ning adviſed by a council of the neighbouring churches, 
and allowed alſo by the honorable general court, to 
* diſpoſe ourſelves into a capacity of diſtin walking, in 
order to a peaceable and edifying enjoyment of all 
God's holy ordinances, Do declare, that according to 
the light we have hitherto received, the forementioned 
e cong regational way (for the ſubſtance of it) as formers 
iy ſettled, profeſſed and practiſed under the guidance 
of the firſt leaders of this church of Hartford, is the 
way of Chriſt ; and that as ſuch we are bound in duty 

«* carefully to obſerve and attend it, until ſuch further 
flight, (about any particular points of it) ſhall appear to 
e us, from the ſcripture, as may lead us, with joint or 
| © general ſatisfaCtion, to be otherwiſe perſuaded. Some 


1670. 


* Parties ran high at this ume in the cclony ; four aſſiſtants and 
| fourteen deputies diſſented, and defired their diſſent and names 
to be recorded. 


5 K* according to the preſent mode of dating, was Februa- 
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te main heads or principles of which congregational way 
te of church order are thoſe that follow. Viz. 
« 1, That viſible ſaints are the only fit matter, and 
« confederation the only form of a viſible church. 
« 2, Thata competent number of viſible faints, (with 
their ſeed) embodied by a particular covenant are a 
true, diſtin, and entire church of CarisT. 
« 3. That ſuch a particular church, being organized, 
cc or having furniſhed itſelf with thoſe officers which 
« Chriſt hath appointed, hath all power and privileges of 
cc a church belonging to it. 
« In ſpecial, 
« 1. To admit or recieve members. 
'& 2, To deal with, and if need be, reject offenders, 
cc 3. To adminiſter and enjoy all other eccleſiaſti- 
« cal ordinances within itſelf. 
ce 4. That the power of guidance, or leading, belongs 
ce only to the elderſhip, and the power of judgment, 
« conſent or privilege belongs to the fraternity, or breth- 
cc ren in full communion. 
« 5. That communion is carefully to be maintained 
« between the churches of CHRIS according to his or- 
cc der. 
« 6, That counſel, in caſes of difficulty, is to be ſought 
ce and ſubmitted to according to Gop.” 
HavinG made this declaration the brethren proceeded 
to covenant in the following manner. 
« SINCE it hath pleaſed Gop, in his infinite mercy, to 
« manifeſt himſelf willing to take unworthy ſinners near 
« unto himſelf, even into covenant relation to and inter- 
« eſt in him, to become a Gop to them, and avouch 
« them to be his people, and accordingly to command 
« and encourage them to give up themſelves and theit 
« children alfo to him; | WP 
« We do therefore, this day, in the preſene of God, bi 


A 


c 
c 


A 


A 6 


ee holy angels and this aſſembly, avouch the Loxp JE Ho- 


« vA, the true and living Gop, even Gop the FaTHER, 
« the Sow, and the Holy Gnosr to be our God, and 
« give up ourſelves and ours alſo unto him, to be his ſub- 
« jects, and ſervants; promiſing through grace and 
« ſtrength in CHRIS without whom we can do nothing) 
ce to walk in profeſſed ſubjection to him as our LORD. 
« and LawGiveR, yielding univerſal obedience to his 
« bleſſed will, according to what diſcoveries he hat 
« made, or ſhall h-reafter make, of the ſame to us 3 1 
« ſpecial, that we will ſeek him in all his holy ordi- 
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« nances,according to the rulesof the goſpel, ſubmitting Book I. 
« to his government in this particular church, and walk LJ 
« ing together therein, with all brotherly love and mu- 1670. 
te tual watchfulneſs, to the building up of one another in 
« faith and love unto his praiſe. All which we promiſe 
« to perform, the Loxp helping us, through his grace in 
« TEsUs CHRIST.” 

NEARLY at the ſame time, when the contentions com- 
menced in the church at Hartford, the people at Strat- EE 4 
ford fell into the ſame unhappy ſtate of controverſy and qgjyigon in 
diviſion. During the adminiſtrations of Mr. Blackman, thechurct 
their firſt paſtor, the church and town enjoyed great at Strat- 
peace, and conducted their eccleſiaſtical affairs with ex- ford. 
emplary harmony. However he was far advanced in 
years, and about the year 1663 became very infirm, and 
unable to perform his miniſterial labors. The church 
therefore applied to Mr. Iſrael Chauncy, ſon of the preſi- 
dent Charles Chauncy of Cambridge, to make them a Mr. 
viſit and preach among them. A majority of the church Chauncy' 
and town choſe him for their paſtor, and in 1665 he wag ordained. 
ordained. But a large and reſpeQtable part of the 
church and town were oppoſed to his ordination. To 
make them eaſy, it was agreed, that if, after hearing Mr, 
Chauncy a certain time, they ſhould continue diſſatisſied 
with his miniſtry, they ſhould have liberty to call and ſet- 
tle another miniſter, and have the ſame privileges in the 
meeting houſe as the other party. Accordingly, after 
hearing Mr. Chauncy, the time agreed upon, and not 
being ſatisfied with his miniſterial performances, they in- 
vited Mr. Zechariah Walker to preach to them, and fi- 
nally choſe him for their paſtor. He was ordained to Mr. 
the paſtoral office in a regular manner, by the Reverend Walker 
Mr. Haynes and Mr. Whiting, the miniſters of Hart- ordained. 
ford, ſometime about the year 1667, or 1668. Both 
miniſters performed public worſhip in the ſame houſe. 
Mr. Chauncy performed his ſervices at the uſual hours, 
and Mr. Walker was allowed two hours in the middle 
of the day. But after ſome time, it ſo happened, that 
Mr, Walker continued his ſervice longer than uſual. 
Mr. Chauncy and his people coming to the houſe and 


+ His ordination was in the independent mode. It has been 
the tradition, that Elder Brinſmaid laid on hands with a leathern 
mitten. Hence it has been termed the leathern mitten ordina- 
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the caſe, adviſed to pacific meaſures, and that Mr. Walk. 


Walker and his church and congregation walked in har- 
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finding that Mr. Walker's exerciſes were not finiſhed, 
retired to a private houſe, and there performed their af- 
ternoon devotions. They were however ſo much dif. 
pleaſed, that the next day they went over to Fairfield and 
exhibited a complaint to Major Gould, one of the magiſ. 
trates, againſt Mr. Walker. 'The major, upon hearin 


er ſhould be allowed three hours for the time of his pub. 
lic exerciſes. 

Ix May 1669, the general aſſembly adviſed the town 
to grant Mr. Walker full three hours for his exerciſes, un- 
til the next aſſembly in October. In the mean time, the 
parties were directed to call an able council to give them 
advice and aſſiſtance, and if poſſible to reconcile them, 
All attempts for a reconciliation, however, were unſuc- 
ceſsful. The parties became more fixed in their oppoſi- 
tion to each other, and their feelings and conduct more 
and more unbrotherly. At length Mr. Chauncy and the 
majority excluded Mr. Walker and his hearers the meet— 
ing houſe, and they convened and worſhipped in a pri 
vate dwelling. 

GoVRERNOR Winthrop, affected with the unhappy con- 
troverſy and animoſities ſubſiſting in the town, adviſed, 
that Mr. Walker and his church and people ſhould re- 
move, and that a tract of land, for the ſettlement of a 
new townſhip, ſhould be granted for their encourage- 
ment and accommodation. Accordingly Mr. John 
Sherman, T Mr. William Curtis, and their affociates, were 
authorized to begin a plantation at Pomperaug. Conle- 
quently, Mr. Walker and his people removed and ſettled 
the town of Woodbury, about the years 1673, and 1674. 
This gave peace to the town of Stratford, and Mr. 


mony among themſelves and with their ſiſter churches. 
Tur tradition is, that Mr. Walker and his church 
were not fo independent, in their principles, as the church 
of Stratford; and, that Mr. Walker was a more experi- 
mental, pungent preacher than Mr. Chauncy. Mr. 
Chauncy was learned and judicious. They both became 
ſenſible that their conduct towards each other, during 
the controverſy at Stratford, had not, in all inſtances, 


+ Mr. Sherman was ſon of the Reverend John Sherman of 
Watertown, he was fome years ſpeaker of the lower houſe, and 
afterwards one of the magiftrates of this colony. He was one © 
Mr. Walker's principal bearers: - 
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been brotherly, and, after ſome time, made conceſſions to Book I. |} FI 
each other, became perfectly reconciled, and conducted Wy 1 | j 
towards each other with brotherly affection. 1670. 14 
DvuRrING theſe tranſactions, thoſe venerable fathers, 100 11 
who had been ſingularly inſtrumental in planting, and e 116k 4:18 
had long illuminated the churches of Connecticut and of Mr. 1 
New-England, the Reverend John Davenport and the Daven- | 
Reverend John Warham, finiſhed their courſe. Mr. port. 
Davenport died, at Boſton, of an apoplexy, March 1 5th, 1670. 
1670, in the 72d year of his age. He was born in the 
city of Coventry, in Warwickſhire, 1597. His father 
was mayor of the city. At about fourtcen years of age, 
he was ſuppoſed to become truly pious, and was admit- 
ted into Braſen-Noſe college in the univerſity at Oxford. 
When he was nineteen, he became a conſtant preacher 
in the city of London. He appears, from his early life, 
to have been a man of public ſpirit, planning and at- 
tempting to ſerve the general welfare of the church. 
About the year 1626, he united with Dr. Gouge, Dr. 
Sibs, and Mr. Offspring, the Lord mayor of London, the 
king's ſergeant at law, and with ſeveral other attorneys 
and citizens, in a deſign of purchaſing impropriations, 
and with the profits of them to maintain a conſtant, able, | 
and laborious miniſtry, in thoſe parts of the kingdom, 
where the poor people were deſtitute of the word and or- 
dinances, and ſuch a miniſtry was moſt needed and would 
be of the greateſt utility. Such incredible progreſs was 
made in this charitable deſign, that all the church lands, 
in the hands of laymen, would have been ſoon honeſtly 
recovered to the immediate ſervice of the reformed reli- 
gion. But Biſhop Laud, viewing the undertaking with 
a Jealous eye, leſt it might ſerve the cauſe of non- con- 
formity, cauſed a bill to be exhibited in the exchequer 
chamber, by the king's attorney general, againſt the feo- 
tees, who had the management of the affair. By this 
means an act of court was procured condemning the 
proceedings, as dangerous to the church and ſtate. The 
feofments and contrivances made to the charitable de- 
ſign were declared to be illegal, the company was diſſol- 4 
ved and the money was conſiſcated to the uſe of his ma- '\ 1. 8 
jeſty. But as the affair met with general approbation, "3 
and multitudes of wiſe and devout people extremely re- 
ſented the conduct of the court, the crime was never proſ- 0 
ecuted. Laud however watched Mr. Davenport with a * 
jealous eye, and as he ſoon after diſcovered inclinations 
to non- conformity, he marked him out as an object of his 
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Mr. Davenport therefore, to avoid the 


WV ſtorm, by the conſent of his people, reſigned his paſtoral 


1670. 


charge, in Colemanſtreet. He hoped, by this means, to 
enjoy a quiet life; but he found his expectations ſadly 
A elde. He was ſo conſtantly haraſſed by one buſy 
and furious purſuivant after another, that he was obliged 
to leave the kingdom and retire into Holland. In 1633 
he arrived at Amſterdam, and at the deſire of the people, 
who met him on his way, became colleague paſtor with 
the aged Mr. Paget. After about two years, finding that 
he could not conſcientiouſly adminiſter baptiſm in that 
looſe way to all ſorts of children, practiſed in the Dutch 
churches, he deſiſted from his miniſtry at Amſterdam. 
While he was in this city, he received letters from Mr, 
Cotton, at Boſton, acquainting him, that the order of 
the churches and commonwealth was then ſo ſettled, in 
New-England, by common conſent, that it brought into 
his mind the new heaven and the new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteouſneſs. He therefore returned to Lon- 
don, and having ſhipped himſelf, with a number of pious 
people, came into New-England ; and, as has been rela- 
red, ſettled at New-Haven. He was a preacher of the 
goſpel about fifty four years, nearly thirty of which were 
ſpent at New-Haven. He was eminently pious, given 
to devotion in ſecret and private; and it was ſuppoſed 
that he was abundantly in ejaculatory prayer. He is 
characterized as a hard ſtudent and univerſal ſcholar ; as 
a laborious, prudent, exemplary miniſter ; as an excellent 
preacher, ſpeaking with a gravity, energy, and agreea- 
bleneſs, of which few of his brethren were capable. It 
is ſaid he was acquainted with great men, and great 
things, and was great himſelf.“ 

THe Reverend John Warham ſurvived Mr. Daven- 
port but a ſhort time. He expired on the 1ſt of April 
1670. He was about forty years miniſter in New-Eng- 
land ; fix at Dorcheſter, and thirty four at Windſor. He 
was diftinguiſhed for piety and the ſtricteſt morals; yet, 
at times, was fubject to great gloomineſs and religious 
melancholy. Such were bis doubts and fears, at ſome 
times, that when he adminiſtered the Lord's Supper to 
his brethren, he did not participate with them, fearing 
that the ſeals of the covenant did not belong to him. It 
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* Magnalia B. III. p. 31—37. He left a reſpectable family, 
and his deſcendants have ſupported its dignity to the preſent 
time. Some of them have been in the miniſtry, and others mas 
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is ſaid, he was the firſt miniſter in New-England, who Book I. WL: 
uſed notes in preaching, yet he was applauded by his Cy 1K 
hearers, as one of the moſt animated and energetic preach- 1630. ANT 
ers of his day. He was conſidered as one of the princi- 

pal fathers and pillars of the churches of Connecticut. 

AFTER the cloſe of the war with Philip and the Nar- og, 1656. 
raganſet Indians, the general aſſembly recommended it Recom- 
to the miniſters through the colony to take ſpecial pains menda- 
to inſtruct the people in the duties of religion, and to ſtir 3 
up and awaken them to repentance and a general reform- tion of 
ation of manners. They alſo appointed a day of ſolemn manners 
faſting and prayer, to ſupplicate the divine aid, that they 
might be enabled to repent and ſincerely amend their 
ways. The ſame meaſures were recommended, at the 
May (ſeſſion, the next year, and the people were called to 
humiliation and prayer, under a deep ſenſe of the abound- 
ing of ſin and the dark aſpects of providence. 

Tax general court, about three years after, for the May 1680 
more effectual preſervation and propagation of religion Catechiſ- 
to poſterity, recommended it to the miniſtry of this col- ingrecom- 
ony, upon the Lord's day, to catechiſe all the youth in mended. 
their reſpeCtive congregations, under twenty years of age, 
in the aſſembly of divines, or ſome other orthodox cate- 
chiſm. To continue and increaſe unity in religious ſen- 
timents among the people, and that they might have the 
advantage of participating in the variety of miniſterial county 
gifts, it was alſo recommended to the miniſters to attend lectures 
a weekly lecture in each county, on Wedneſday, in ſuch recom- 
manner as they ſhould judge moſt ſubſervient to theſe mended. 
purpoles.+ 

THe religious ſtate of the colony, at this time, is given 
in an anſwer to the queries of the lords of trade and plan- 
tations. It is to the following effect. 

« Our people, in this colony, are ſome of them ſtrict Rengious 

« congregational men, others more large congregational ftate ofthe 
„ men, and ſome moderate preſbyterians. The congre- colony. 

« gational men of both ſorts are the greateſt part of the 

« people in the colony. There are four or five ſeventh 

“ day men, and about ſo many more quakers.” 

«© GREAT care is taken for the inſtruction of the peo- 

« ple in the chriſtian religion, by miniſters catechiſing of 

« them and preaching to them twice every ſabbath day, 

and ſome times on lecture days; and by maſters of 

6 families inſtructing and catechiſing their children and 
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&« ſervants, which they are required to do by law. In 
“our corporation are twenty fix towns, and twenty one 
« churches. There is in every town in the colony a 
« ſettled miniſter, except in two towns newly begun.” 
In ſome towns there were two miniſters ; ſo that there 
were, on the whole, then about the ſame number of min- 
iſters s of towns. There was about one miniſter, upon 
an av rage, to every four hundred and ſixty perſons, or 
to ab ut ninety families. 

WHILE ſettlements and churches were forming in va- 
rio” 3 parts of the colony, and the Engliſh inhabitants were 
p' oviding for their own inſtruction, ſome pains were ta- 
xen to inſtruct and chriſtianize the Connecticut Indians, 
A law was made obliging thoſe under the protection of 
the government to keep the chriſtian ſabbath. The Rey- 
erend Mr. Fitch was particularly defired to teach Uncas 
and his family chriſtianity, A large Bible, printed in 
the Indian language, was provided and given to the Mo- 
heagan ſachems, that they might read the ſcriptures, 
When the council of miniſters met, at Hartford, in 1657, 
the famous Mr. Eliot, hearing of the Podunk Indians, 
deſired, that the tribe might be aſſembled, that he might 
have an opportunity of offering CHRISTH to them for their 
Saviour. | 

By the influence of ſome principal gentlemen, they 
were perſuaded to come together, at Hartford, and Mr. 
Eliot. preached to them in their own language, and labor- 
ed to inſtru them concerning their CREaToR and Rx- 
DEEMER. When he had finiſhed his ſermon, and ex- 

lained the matter to them, he deſired an anſwer from 
them, whether they would accept of JesUs CHRIST, for 
their SAVIOUR, as he had been offered to them? But their 
chief men, with great ſcorn and reſentment, utterly re- 
fuſed. They ſaid the Engliſh had taken away their lands 
and were attempting now to make them ſervants. 

Mx. SroNE and Mr. Newton, before this time, had both 
been employed, at the deſire of the colony, to teach the 
Indians in Hartford, Windſor, Farmington and that vi- 
cinity 3 and one John Minor was employed as an inter- 
preter, and was taken into Mr. Stone's family, that he 
might be further inſtructed and prepared for that ſervice. 
Catechiſms were prepared by Mr. Eliot and others, in the 
Indian language, and ſpread among the Indians. The 
Reverend Mr. Pierſon, it ſeems learned the Indian lan- 
guage and preached to the Connecticut Indians. A con- 
ſiderable ſum was allowed him by the commiſſioners of 
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the United colones ; and a ſum was alſo granted by them, Boo I. 
for the inſtruction of the Indians in the county of New- r... 
Haven.j The miniſters of the ſeveral towns, where In- 1680. 


dians lived, inſtructed them, as they had opportunity; 
but all attempts for chriſtianizing the Indians, in Connect- 
icut, were attended with little ſucceſs. They were enga- 
ged, a great part of their time, in ſuch implacable wars 
among themſelves, were ſo totally ignorant of letters and 
the Engliſh language, and the Engliſh miniſters, in gene- 
ral, were ſo entirely ignorant of their dialect, that it was 
extremely difficult to teach them. Not one Indian church 
was ever gathered, by the Engliſh miniſters, in ConneCt- 
icut. Several Indians however, in one town and another, 
became chriſtians, and were baptized and admitted to full 
communion in the Engliſh churches. Some few were 
admitted into the church at Farmington, and ſome into 
the church at Derby. One of the ſachems of the Indians 
at Naugatuck falls, was a member of the church at Derby, 
and it has been ſaid that he was a ſober well conducted 
man. Some few of the Moheagans have profeſſed chriſ- 
tianity, and been, many years fince, admitted to full com- 
munion in the north church in New-London. 

Tux goſpel however hath had by far the moſt happy 
effect upon the 8 or Plainfield Indians of any 
in Connecticut. They ever lived peaceably with the 
Engliſh, and about the year 1745, in the time of the great 
awakening and reformation in New. England, they be- 
came greatly affected with the truths of the goſpel, pro- 
feſſed chriſtianity, and gave the ſtrongeſt evidence of a 
real converſion to Gop. They were filled with the knowl- 
edge of ſalvation, and expreſſed it to admiration. The 
were entirely reformed as to their manner of living. The 
became temperate, and abſtained from drinking to exceſs, 
which it had before been found utterly impoſlible to effect 
by any other means. They held religious meetings, and 
numbers of them formed into church ſtate and had the 
ſacraments adminiſtered to them. al” 

Uro the aſſembly's granting liberty to the minor party 
in Windſor to call and ſettle an orthodox miniſter, they 
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Records of the United colonies. 
There was an Indian ſchool formerly kept in this town, at the 


expenſe of the ſociety for propagating chriſtian knowledge 22 
the Indians. The number of Indian ſcholars was ſometimes fit- 
: teen or ſixteen. 


|| Manuferipts from Plainfield. Theſe Indians were numerous, 


| At the time when the town was ſettled, amounting to 4, or 500. 
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Book I. immediately called one Mr. Woodbridge to preach among 
chem. Mr. Chauncy and Mr. Woodbridge continued to 


Act of aſ- 
reiative to 


Oct. 1th, 


preach, one to one party, and the other to the other, from 
1667 to 1680. Several councils had been called to adviſe 
and unite the parties, but it ſeems none had judged it ex- 
pedient to ordain either of the gentlemen; but after a 
ſeparation of about ten years, a council adviſed, that both 
miniſters ſhould leave the town, and that the churches and 
arties ſhould unite, and call and ſettle one miniſter over 
the whole. As the parties did not ſubmit to this advice, 
it ſeems, that another council was called three years after. 
wards, May 1680, which gave the fame advice, but the 
arties did not comply. The general aſſembly therefore 
interpoſed and paſſed the following act. 
« THls court, having conſidered the petition of ſome 
c of Windſor people and the ſorrowful condition of the 
cc good people there, and finding, that notwithſtanding 
cc all means of healing afforded them, they do remain in 
cc ablecding ſtate and condition, do find it neceſſary for 
« this court to exert their authority towards iſſuing or 
« putting a ſtop to the preſent troubles there; and this 
« court do hereby declare, that they find all the good 
« people of Windſor obliged to ſtand to, and reſt fatisfi- 
« ed with the advice and iſſue of the council they choſe 
ce to hear and iſſue their matters; which advice being 
« given and now preſented to the court, dated January 
« 1677, this court doth confirm the ſame, and order tlat 
« there be a ſeaſonable uniting of the ſecond ſociety in 
« Windſor with the firſt, according to order of council, 
« by an orderly preparation for their admiſſion ; and if 
« there be objeCtion againſt the life or knowledge of any, 
« then it be according to the council's advice heard and 
« jfſued by Mr. Hooker and the other moderator's ſuc- 
cc ceflor; and that both the former miniſters be releaſed : 
c And that the committee appointed to ſeek out for a 
cc miniſter, with the advice of the church and town col- 
« lectively, by their major vote, do vigorouſly purſue 
ce the procuring of an able, orthodox miniſter, qualified 
& according to the advice of the governor and council, 
« and miniſters, May laſt ; and all the good people of 
« Windſor are hereby required to be aiding and aſſiſting 
« therein, and not in the leaſt to oppoſe and hinder the 
tc ſame, as they will anſwer the contrary at their peril.”* 
Ix conſequence of this act, Mr. Samuel Mather was 
invited to preach to the people, and about two years after, 
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was ordained to the paſtoral office over the whole town. 
The two parties were generally united in him, and to 
complete the union of the town and churches, the aſſem- 
bly enacted, „ That the people at Windſor ſhould quiet- 
« ly ſettle Mr. Mather and communicate to his ſupport : 
« That ſuch as, on examination, ſhould ſatisfy Mr. Ma- 
« ther of their experimental knowledge, ſhould, upon 
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ſembly re- 
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Windſor 


e proper teſtimony of their good converſation, be admit- May 1684, 


tc ted on their return from the ſecond church.”* 

Born churches, and the whole town were united un- 
der Mr. Mather, and their eccleſiaſtical affairs were, under 
his miniſtry, conducted with harmony and brotherly af- 
fection. 

NoTw1TH STANDING the reſult of the ſynod, in 1662, 
and the various attempts which had been made to intro- 
duce the practice of what has been generally termed own=- 
ing the covenant, it does not appear to have obtained in 


the churches of this colony until the year 1696. It ap- 


pears firſt to have been introduced by Mr. Woodbridge 
at Hartford. The covenant propoſed, bearing date Feb- 
ruary 1696, is for ſubſtance as follows, 

« WE do ſolemnly, in the preſence of Gop and this 
cc congregation, avouch Gop, in JesUus CHRIST, to be 
tc our Gop, one Gop in three perſons, the FaTHER, the 
ce SoN, and the HoLyY GnosT ; and that we are by na- 
cc ture children of wrath, and that our hope of mercy 
«© with Gop, is only through the righteouſneſs of Jesus 
6 CHRIST, apprehended by faith; and we do freely give 
tc up ourſelves to the LoxD, to walk in communion with 
te him, in the ordinances appointed in his holy word, and 
« to yield obedience to all his commandments, and ſub- 
tc mit to his government. And whereas, to the great 
« difhonor of Gop, ſcandal of religion, and hazard of 
© the damnation of many ſouls, drunkenneſs and un- 
« cleanneſs are prevailing amongſt us, we do ſolemnly en- 
« gage before Gop, this day, through his grace, faithful- 
« ly and conſcientiouſly to ſtrive againſt theſe evils and 
« the temptations leading therunto.” 

SIXTY nine perſons, male and female, ſubſcribed this 
in February; on the 8th of March, one fortnight after, 
eighty three more ſubſcribed. In about a month, the 
number of ſubſcribers amounted to one hundred and 
Ninety two; which appears to have been nearly the whole 
body of young people in that congregation. 
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Book I. Tus like practice was, about the ſame time, or not ma- 

= ny years after, introduced into the other church, and the 

1696. practice of owning the covenant, by people and offering 
their children to baptiſm, was gradually introduced into 
other churches. 

THe practice of the miniſters and churches at Hart- 
ford, in ſome reſpects, was different from that in other 
churches. The miniſters, Mr. Woodbridge and Mr. 
Buckingham, with their deacons, went round among the 
young people and warned them, once every year, to come 
and publicly ſubſcribe, or own the covenant. When ſuch 
perſons as had owned or ſubſcribed it came into family 
{tate, they preſented their children to baptiſm, though 
they made no other profeſſion of religion, and neglected 
the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper and other duties pe- 
culiar to members in full communion. In other church. 
es, the covenant was owned by perſons, ſometimes before 
marriage, but more generally not until they became pa- 
rents, and wiſhed to have baptiſm adminiſtered to their 
children. | | 

Tux practice of making a relation of chriſtian experi- 
ences, and of admitting none to full communion, but ſuch 
as appeared to be chriſtians indeed, yet prevailed; and 
the number of church members, in full communion, was 
generally ſmall. In thoſe churches where the owning of 
the covenant was not praCtiſed, great numbers of chul- 
dren were unbaptized. 

Deſign of WHILE the inhabitants and churches, in Connecticut, 
foundinga Were conſtantly increaſing, and the calls for a learned 
college in miniſtry, to ſupply the churches, became more and more 
ConneCti- urgent, a number of the miniſters conceived the purpoſe 
cut, 1698. of founding a college in Connecticut. By this means, 
Reaſons they might educate young men, from among themſelves, 
for it. for the ſacred miniſtry, and for various departments in 
civil life, and diffuſe literature and piety more generally 
among the people. The clergy, and people in general, 
by long experience, found the great inconvenience of ed- 
ucating their ſons at ſo great a diſtance as Cambridge, 
and in carrying ſo much money out of the colony, which 
otherwiſe might be a conſiderable emolument to this com- 
monwealth. A well founded college might not only 
ſerve the intereſts of the churches in this government, but 
in the neighbouring colonies, where there were no col- 
leges erected; might not only prevent a large ſum of 
money annually from being carried abroad, but bring 
ſomething conſiderable into it, from the extenſive country 
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around them. Colleges had been anciently conſidered as 
the ſchools of the church ; and not only the prophets had 
been encouragers and heads of them ; but the apoſtles and 
their immediate ſucceſſors had taken great care to eſtabliſh 
ſchools, wherever the goſpel had been preached, for the 
propagation of the truth, and to tranſmit the religion of 
the REDEEMER to all ſucceeding ages. 'The miniſters 
therefore conceived it to be entirely in character, and as 
happily correſponding with the great deſign of the firſt 
ſettlement of New-England and Connecticut, for them 
to be the planners and founders of a college. 

Tas deſign was firſt concerted, in 1698, by the Rev- 
erend Meſſieurs Pierpont of New-Haven, Andrew of 
Milford, and Ruſſel of Branford. "Theſe were the moſt 
forward and active, in carrying the affair into immediate 
execution. The deſign was mentioned to principal gen- 
tlemen and miniſters in private converſation, at occaſional 
meetings of the clergy, and in councils. In this way the 
affair was ſo far ripened, that ten of the principal miniſ- 
ters in the colony were nominated and agreed upon to 
ſtand as truſtees, to found, erect, and govern a college. 
The gentlemen thus agreed upon were the Reverend 
Meſſieurs James Noyes of Stonington, Iſrael Chauncy of 
Stratford, Thomas Buckingham of Saybrook, Abraham 
Pierſon of Killingworth, Samuel Mather of Windſor, 
Samuel Andrew of Milford, Timothy Woodbridge of 
Hartford, James Pierpont of New-Haven, Noadiah Ruſ- 
ſel of Middletown, and Joſeph Webb of Fairfield. 

In 1700, theſe gentlemen convened at New-Haven, 
and formed themſelves into a body or ſociety, to conſiſt 
of eleven miniſters including a rector, and determined 
to found a college in the colony of Connecticut. They 
had another meeting, the ſame year, at Branford, and then 
founded the univerſity of Vale college. The tranſaction 
was in this manner. Each gentleman gave a number of 
books, and laying them upon a table, pronounced words 
to this effect « I give theſe books for the founding of a 
college in this colony.“ About forty volumes in folio 
were thus given. The truſtees took poſſeſſion of them, 
and appointed Mr. Ruſſel of Branford to be keeper of 
cheir library. 

Vartovs other donations, both of books and money, 
were ſoon after made by which a good foundation was 
laid for a public ſeminary. But doubts ariſing whether 
the truſtees were veſted with a legal capacity for the 

holding of lands, and whether private donations and cou- 
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tributions would be ſufficient to effect the great deſign 
which they had in view, it was, upon the beſt advice and 
mature deliberation, determined to make application to 


the legiſlature for a charter of incorporation. 'The draught 


was made by the honorable judge Sewall and Mr. ſecre- 
tary Addington of Boſton. 'This was preſented to the 
general aſſembly with a petition ſigned by a large number 
of miniſters and other principal characters in the colony 
praying for a charter. The petition reprefented, That 
« from a ſincere regard to, and zeal for, upholding the 
c Proteſtant religion, by a ſucceſſion of learned and or- 
ce thodox men, they had propoſed that a collegiate ſchool! 
cc ſhould be erected in this colony, wherein youth ſhould 
« be inſtructed in all parts of learning, to qualify them 
« for public employments in church and civil ſtate ; and 
« that they had nominated ten miniſters to be truſ- 
t tees, partners or undertakers for the founding, endow- 
« ing and ordering the faid ſchool.” The gentlemen 
were particularly named, and it was defired, that full lib- 
erty and privilege might be granted to them for that end. 

To facilitate the deſign, the honorable James Fitch, 
Eſquire, of Norwich, one of the council, before the pe- 
tition was heard made a formal donation under his hand, 
predicated on “e the great pains and charge the miniſters 
« had been at in ſetting up a collegiate ſchool ; and 
cc therefore to encourage a work ſo pleaſing to Gop, and 
cc beneficial to poſterity, he gave a tract of land, in Kil- 
cc lingly, of about 600 acres; and all the glaſs and nails 
ce _ ſhould be neceſſary to build a college houſe and 
c“ hall.” 

Tx general aſſembly, at their ſeſſion in October 1701, 
incorporated the truſtees nominated, granting them a 
charter, and veſting them with all powers and privileges 
neceſſary for the government of a college, the holding of 
lands, and the employment of all money and eſtates which 
might be given for the benefit of the college. The char- 
ter ordained that the corporation ſhould conſiſt of miniſ- 
ters only, and that none ſhould be choſen truſtees under 


the age of forty years. Their number was not, at wy | 


time, to exceed eleven nor be leſs than ſeven. The at- 
ſembly made them an annual grant of one hundred and 
twenty pounds, equal to about ſixty pounds ſterling. 
THe truſtees, animated with their charter privileges 
and the countenance of the legiſlature, met the next No- 
vember, at Saybrook, and choſe the Reverend Abraham 


choſen, Pierſon of Killingworth rector of the college, and the 


Cuay. XIX. OF CONNECTICUT. 


Reverend Samuel Ruſſel was choſen a truſtee to complete Book I, 


the number of the corporation. They alſo made rule. 


501 


for the general government and inſtruction of the colle- 1701. 
giate ſchool. 
Ir was ordered, „ That the rector take ſpecial care, Orders 


« as of the moral behaviour of the ſtudents at all times, reſpecting 


« ſo, with induſtry, to inſtruct and ground them well in the col- 
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theoretical divinity z and to that end, ſhall neither by 
himſelf, nor by any other perſon whomſoever, allow 
them to be inſtructed in any other ſyſtem or ſynopſis 
of divinity, than ſuch as the truſtees do order and ap- 
point: But ſhall take effectual care, that ſaid ſtudents 
be weekly (at ſuch ſeaſons as he ſhall ſee cauſe to ap- 
point) cauſed memoriter to recite the aſſembly's cate- 
chiſm in Latin, and Dr. Ames's Theological "Theſes, 
of which, as alſo Ames's Caſes of Conſcience, he ſhall 
make, or cauſe to be made, from time to time, ſuch ex- 
planations as may, through the bleſſing of Gop, be 
moſt conducive to their eſtabliſhment in the principles 
of the Chriſtian Proteſtant religion.” 

« THE rector ſhall alſo cauſe the tcriptures daily, ex- 
cept on the ſabbath, morning and evening, to be read 
by the ſtudents at the times of prayer in the ſchool, 
according to the laudable order and ifage of Harvard 
college, making expoſitions upon the ſame : And upon 
the ſabbath, ſhall expound praCtical theology, or cauſe 
the non graduated ſtudents to repeat ſermons: Andin 
all other ways, according to the beſt of his diſcretion, 
ſhall, at all times, ſtudiouſly endeavour, in the educa- 
tion of the ſtudents, to promote the power and purity 
of religion, and the beſt edification of theſe New-Eng- 
land churches.” 

AT this meeting, it was debated where to fix the col- 
e. Though the truſtees were not fully ſatisfied or a- 


have ſufficient reaſon to alter their opinion. They de- 


the ſcholars ſhould be inſtructed, at or near the rector's 
houſe, in Killingworth. The corporation made various 
attempts to remove the rector to Saybrook, but his people 
were entirely oppoſed to it, and ſuch other impediments 
were in the way that it was not effected. The ſtudents 
continued at Killingworth during his life. The library, 


ge. 


College 
0 appointed 
eed on the moſt convenient place, yet they fixed upon to be at 
ybrook, until, upon further conſideration, they ſhould N 
: : rector 
ſired the rector to remove himſelf and family to Say- Pty not 


brook. Until that could be effected, they ordered, that remove. 


$O2 


Book I. for that reaſon, was removed from Branford to the rec- 
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Way tor's houſe. 


1701. 


1702. 


Firſt com- 
mence- 
ment in 
Connecti- 


eut. 


Tux miniſters had been ſeveral years in effeẽting their 
plan and a number of young men had been preparing for 
college, under the inſtructions of one and another of the 
truſtees. As ſoon as the college became furniſhed with a 
rector and tutor, eight of them were admitted and put in- 
to different claſſes, according to the proficiency which 
they had reſpectively made. Some, in a year or two, be- 
came qualified for a degree. 

Tux firſt commencement was at Saybrook, September 
13th, 1702. The following gentlemen appear, at this 
time, to have received the degree of maſter of arts, Ste- 
phen Buckingham, Salmon Treat, Joſeph Coit, Joſeph 
Moſs, Nathaniel Chauncy, and Joſeph Morgan. Four 
of them had been previouſly graduated at Cambridge, 
They all became miniſters of the goſpel, and three of them, 
Mr. Buckingham, Mr. Moſs, and Mr. Chauncy were al- 
terwards fellows of the college. 

To avoid charge and other inconveniences, for ſome 

ears at firſt, the commencements were private. Mr, 
Nathaniel Lynde of Saybrook, was pleaſed generoully to 
give a houſe and land for the uſe of the college, ſo long 
as it ſhould be continued in that town. For the further 
encouragement and accommodation, in 1703, there was 
a general contribution through the colony, to build a 
college houſe at Saybrook, or any other place wherever 
it ſhould finally be judged moſt convenient to fix the 
college.“ 


* This year, that venerable man, the Reverend James 
Fitch, paſtor of the church in Norwich, finiſhed his courſe, at 
Lebanon, in the 8oth year of his age. His hiſtery and character 
are given in the inſcription upon his monumental ſtone. : 

In hoc Sepalchro depofitz ſunt Reliquiæ Viri vere Reverend: 
D. Jacosi Freu; natus fuit apud Boking, in Comitatu Eſſexiæ, 
in Anglia, Anno Domini 1622, Decem. 24. Qui, poſtquam Lin- 
guis literatis optime inſtructus fuiſſet, in Nov-Angliam venit, 
#tate 16; et deinde Vitam degit, Hartfordiz, per Septennium, 
ſub Inſtructione Virorum celeberrimorum D. Hook ER & D.STONE. 
Poſtea Munere paſtorali functus eſt apud Say-Brook per Anno3 
14. Illine cum Eceleſiæ majori Parte Norvicum migravit; et ibi 
cæteros Vitæ Annos tranſegit in Opere Evangelico. In Senectute, 
vero, præ Corporis infirmitate neceſſarie ceſſabit ab Opere publi- 
co; tandemque receſſit Liberis, apud Lebanon; ubi Semianno 
fere exacto obdormivit in Jeſu, Anno 1702, Novembris 18 
Etat. 80. 1 

Vir Ingenii Acumine, Pondere Judicii, Prudentia, Charitate, 
ſanctis Laboribus, et omni modi Vitæ ſanctitate, Peritia quoque 
et Vi concionandi nulli ſecundus. 


( 
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DURING the term of about ſeventy years from the ſet- 
tlement of Connecticut, the congregational had been the 
only mode of worſhip, in the colony. But the ſociety 
for propagating the goſpel in foreign parts, in 1604, fixed 
the Reverend Mr. Muirſon as a miſſionary at Rye. Some 
of the people at Stratford had been educated in the 
church of England mode of worſhip and adminiſtering of 
the ordinances, and others were not pleaſed with the 
rigid doctrines and diſcipline of the New-England 
churches, and they made an earneſt application to Mr. 
Muirſon to make a viſit at Stratford, and preach and 
baptize among them. About the year 1706, upon their 
invitation, he came to Stratford, accompanied with Co- 
lonel Heathcote, a gentleman zealouſly engaged in pro- 
moting the epiſcopal church. 'The miniſters and people 
in that, and the adjacent towns, it ſeems, were alarmed 
at his coming, and took pains to prevent their neighbours 
and families from hearing him. However, the novelty of 
the affair, and other circumſtances, brought together a 
conſiderable aſſembly; and Mr. Muirſon, baptized five 
and twenty perſons, principally adults. This was the 
firſt ſtep towards introducing the church worſhip into 
this colony. In April 170%, he made another viſit to 
Stratford. Colonel Heathcote was pleaſed to honor him 
with his company, as he had done before. He preached, 
at this time, at Fairfield as well as Stratford ; and in both 
towns baptized a number of children and adult perſons. 
Both the magiſtrates and miniſters oppoſed the introduc- 
tion of epiſcopacy, and adviſed the people not to attend 


In Engliſh to this effect. 

In this grave are depoſited the remains of that truly reverend 
man, MR. James FitCH. He was born at Boking, in the county 
of Eſſex, in England, the 24th of December, in the year of our 
LorkD 1622. Who, after he had been moſt excellently taught the 
learned languages, came into New-England, at the age of ſixteen ; 
and then ſpent ſeven vears under the inſtruction of thoſe very fa- 
mous men, Mr. Hooker and Mr. Stone. Afterwards, he diſchar- 
ged the paſtoral office, fourteen years, at Saybrook. Thence he 
removed, with the major part of his church to Norwich ; where 
he ſpent the other years of his life in the work of the goſpel. In 
his old age, indeed, he-was obliged to ceaſe from his public la- 
bors, by reaſon of bodily indiſpoſition; and at length retired to 
his children, at Lebanon; where, after ſpending nearly balf a 
year, he flept in Jeſus, in the year 1502, on the 18th of Novem- 
ber, in the $oth year of his age. 

He was a man, as to the ſmartneſs of his genius, the ſolidity of 
his judgment, his charity, holy labors, and every kind of purity 


2 es and allo as to his {kill and energy of preaching, inferior to 
©. 
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ſition only increaſed the zeal of the church people. Mr. 
Muirſon, after this, made ſeveral journies to Connecticut, 
and itinerated among the people. But there was no 
miſſionary, from the ſociety, fixed in Connecticut, until 
the year 1722, when Mr. Pigot was appointed miſſionary, 
at Stratford. The churchmen at firſt, in that town, con- 
ſiſted of about fifteen families, among whom were a few 
huſbandmen, but much the greateſt number were tradeſ- 
men, who had been born in England, and came and ſet- 
tled there. Some of their neighbours joined them, ſo 
that Mr. Pigot had twenty communicants and about a 
hundred and fifty hearers. In 1723 CHRIST Church 
in Stratford was founded, and the Reverend Mr. Johnſon, 
afterwards Dr. Johnſon, was appointed to ſucceed Mr, 
Pigot.“ 

Tx firſt plan of the college was very formal and mi- 
nute, drawn in imitation of the ancient Proteſtant col- 
leges and univerſities in France. It was propoſed, that 
it ſhould be erected by a general ſynod of the conſociated 


be under the government of a preſident and ten truſtees, 
ſeven of whom were to be a quorum : 'That the ſynod 
ſhould have the nomination of the firſt prefident and 
truſtees, and have a kind of general influence in all future 
elections, that the governors might be preſerved in ortho- 
dox ſentiments. It was deſigned alſo, that the ſynod 
ſhould agree upon a confeſſion of faith to which the pre- 
fident, truſtees, and tutors ſhould, upon their appoint- 
ment to office, be required to give their conſent z and that 
the college ſhould be called the ſchool of the church. 
Indeed it was propoſed that the churches ſhould contri- 
bute to its ſupport. 

Trouvcn this plan was not formally purſued, yet at 3 
meeting of the truſtees, at Guilford, March 17th, 1703, 
they wrote a circular letter to the miniſters, propoſing 
ce to have a general ſynod of all the churches in the col- 
c ony of Connecticut, to give their joint conſent to the 
« confeſſion of faith, after the example of the ſynod in 
4 Boſton, ia 1680.” As this propoſal was univerſally 
acceptable, the churches and miniſters of the ſeveral coun- 
ties met in a conſociated council, and gave their aſſent 
to the Weſtminſter and Savoy confeſſions of faith. f It 
ſeems, that they alſo drew up certain rules of eccleſiaſtical 


* Manuſcripts from Stratford, aud Dr. Humphrey's Hiſtory o 
the Incorporated Society's miſſionaries. 
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union in diſcipline, as preparatory to a general ſynod, Book I. 
which they had till in contemplation. SYN 
Trax Cambridge platform, which, for about ſixty years, 173. 
had been the general plan of diſcipline and church fel- Cuſtoma- 
lowſhip in New-England, made no proviſion for the gen- ry meet- 
eral meeting of miniſters, or for their union in aſſocia- logs of 

tions or in conſociations, yet, at an early period, they had — 
a general meeting, both in Connecticut and Maſſachu- 
ſetts, and began to form into aſſociations. Their annual 
meetings were at the times of the general election at 
Boſton and Hartford. At this time, they had handſome 
entertainments made for them at the public expenſe.“ 
In theſe general meetings, they went into conſultations 
reſpecting the general welfare of the churches, the ſup- 
plying them with miniſters, providing for their ſtated 
enjoyment of divine ordinances, and the preſervation of 


their peace and order. The general intereſts of litera- 


ture were conſulted, and advice given in caſes in which 
it was requiſite. Sometimes meaſures were adopted to 
aſſiſt the poor and afflicted, in particular inſtances of 
diſtreſs. The affair of civilizing and chriſtianizing the 
Indians came under their ſerious deliberations. Some- 
times they conſulted meaſures, and gave general direct- 
ions reſpecting candidates for the miniſtry, and the or- 
derly manner of introducing them into the churches. 

Tux miniſters of particular neighbourhoods, in various 
parts of the country, held frequent meetings, for their ; 
mutual aſſiſtance, and to inſtruct and adviſe the churches 
and people as circumſtances required, This particularly 
was the practice in Connecticut. ' 

THE venerable Mr. Hooker was a great friend to the Mr. Hook. 
meeting and conſociation of miniſters and churches, as a er's con- 
grand mean of promoting purity, union, and brotherly du and 
affection, among the miniſters and churches. During Pinien. 
his life the miniſters, in the vicinity of Hartford, had 
frequent meetings at his houſe. About a week before 
his death, he obſerved, with great earneſtneſs, „We 
«© muſt agree upon conſtant meetings of miniſters, and 
tc ſettle the conſociation of churches, or elſe we are un- 
% done.” Soon after his deceaſe, miniſters, in vatious 
parts of New-England, and eſpecially in Connecticut, be- 


The legiſlature have continued this generoſity to the preſent 
time, A genteel entertainment is made not only for the clergy of 


Connecticut, but of the neighbouring colonies, who are preſent 
en the occaſion, 
| Rrre 
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Book I. gan to eſtabliſh conſtant meetings, or aſſociations, in par- 
WAY ticular vicinities, and agreed on the buſineſs to be done, 
1703. and the manner in which they would proceed. 

Wl | Tuꝝx did not however all adopt the ſame mode. Some 
of the meetings, or affociations, faſted and prayed, and 
diſcufſed queſtions of importance for mutual inſtruction 
and edification. A moderator was choſen to conduct the 
buſineſs of the meetings with order and decency, to re- 
ceive all communications which might be made from the 
churches, or other ſimilar meetings, and to call the aſſo- 
ciated brethren together on particular emergencies, 
Theſe meetings were always opened and concluded with 
prayer. 

SOME of the aſſociations were very formal and partic. 
ular in covenanting together, in fixing the buſineſs which 
ſhould be tranſacted by them. They covenanted to ſub- 
mit to the counſels, reproofs, and cenſures of the aſſocia- 
ted brotherhood z and that they would not forfake the 


| 
| 
| aſſociation, nor neglect the appointed meetings, without 
ſufficient reaſons. They engaged, that in the meetings t 
they would debate queſtions immediately reſpeCting them- n 
ſelves and their conduct: That they would hear and con- c 
fider all. caſes propoſed to them from neighbouring u 
churches or individuals; anſwer letters directed to them v 
from particular churches or perſons; and diſcuſs any ri 
queſtion, which had been propoſed at a preceding meet- b. 
ing. In ſome of theſe aſſociations, it was agreed to meet w 

ſtatedly once in fix weeks or two months.“ As the de- 
| fign was for their own mutual improvement and the ad- m 
i vancement of chriſtianity in general, the aſſociations at- th 
# tended a lecture in the pariſhes in which they convened w] 
1 | for the inſtruCtion and edification of the people. In Con- ch 
necticut, after the reſolution of the aſſembly, in 1680, the gy 


| | miniſters had county meetings every week. 

Bor thefe aſſociations and meetings were merely vol- 
untary, countenanced by no eccleſiaſtical conſtitution, at- 
tended only by ſuch miniſters, in one place and another, 
as were willing to affociate, and could bind none but 
themſelves. The churches might adviſe with them it 
they choſe it, or neglect it at plcaſure. There was no 
regular way of introducing candidates to the improvement 
of the churches, by the gencral conſent either of them-. 
ſelves or the elders. When they had finiſhed their col- 
legiate ſtudies, if they imagined themſelves qualified, and 


4 * Magnalia B. V. p. 58. 
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could find ſome friendly gentleman in the miniſtry to in- Book I. 
troduce them, they began to preach, without an exam. yay 
ination or recommendation from any body of miniſters or 103. 
churches. If they ſtudied a time with any particular 
miniſter or miniſters, after they had received the honors 
of college, that miniſter, or thoſ+- miniſters introduced 
them into the pulpit at pleaſure, without the general con- 
ſent and approbation of their brethren. Many judged 
this to be too looſe a practice, in a matter of ſuch im- 
menſe importance to the divine honor, the reputation of 
the miniſtry, and the peace and edification of the church- 
es. Degrees at college were eſteemed no ſufficient evi- 
dence of men's piety, knowledge of theology, or miniſte- 
rial gifts and qualifications. 

BEs1DEs, it was generally conceded, that the ſtate of 
the churches was lamentable, with reſpect to their gene- 
ral order, government, and diſcipline. That for the want 
of a more general and energetic government, many chur- 
ches ran into confuſion ; that councils were not ſufficient 
to relieve the aggrieved and reſtore peace. As there was 
no general rule for the calling of councils, council was 
called againſt council, and oppoſite reſults were given 
upon the ſame caſes, to the reproach of councils and the 
wounding of religion. Aggrieved churches and breth- 
ren were diſcouraged, as in this way their caſe ſeemed to 
be without remedy. There was no ſuch thing, in this 
way, as bringing their difficulties to a final iſſue.“ 

For the relieving of theſe inconveniences, there were 
many, in the New-England churches, not only amon 
the clergy but other gentlemen of principal characters, 
who earneſtly wiſhed for a nearer union among the 
churches. A great majority of the legiſlature and cler- 

in Connecticut were for the aſſociation of miniſters 
and the conſociation of churches. The ſynod, in 1662, 
had given their opinion fully in favor of the conſociation 
of churches. The heads of agreement drawn up and aſ- 
ſented to by the united miniſters, in England, called preſ- 
byterian and congregational, in 1692, had made their ap- 
pearance on this ſide ef the Atlantic; and, in general, 
were highly approved. 'The VII. article of agreement, 
under the head of the miniſtry makes expreſs proviſion 
for the regular introduction of candidates for the miniſ- 
try. The united brethren ſay, « Tt is expedient, that 
e they who enter on the work of preaching the goſpel, 
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cc be not only qualified for the communion of ſaints z 
ce but alſo, that except in caſes extraordinary, they give 
c proof of their gifts and fitneſs for the ſaid work, unto 
« the paſtors of the churches of known abilities to diſ- 
ce cern and judge of their qualifications ; that they may 
« be ſent forth with ſolemn approbation and prayer; 
c which we judge needful, that no doubt may remain 
c concerning their being called unto the work; and for 
cc preventing, as much as in us lieth, ignorant and raſh 
« intruders.” In theſe articles, it is alſo agreed, 
te that in fo great and weighty a matter as the calling 
« and chooſing a paſtor, we judge it ordinarily requiſite, 
« that every ſuch church conſult and adviſe with the paſ- 
&« tors of the neighbouring congregations.” 

In this ſtate of the churches, the legiſlature paſſed an 
act, at their ſeſſion in May 1708, requiring the miniſters 
and churches to meet and form an eccleſiaſtical conſtitu- 
tion. The apprehenſions and wiſhes of the afſembly will, 
in the beſt manner, be diſcovered by their own act, which 
1s in the words following. 

« Tas aſſembly, from their own obſervation, and the 
« complaint of many others, being made ſenſible of the 
defects of the diſcipline of the churches of this govern- 
« ment, ariſing from the want of a more explicit aſſert- 
« ing of the rules given for that end in the holy ſcrip- 
* tures ; from which would ariſe a permanent eſtabliſh- 
« ment among ourſelves, a good and regular iſſue in 
& caſes ſubject to eccleſiaſtical diſcipline, glory to CRHxisr, 
& our head, and edification to his members; hath ſeen 
cc fit to ordain and require, and it is by the authority of 
cc the ſame ordained and required, that the miniſters of 
the ſeveral counties in this government ſhall meet to- 
<« gether, at their reſpective county towns, with ſuch 
«© meſſengers as the churches, to which they belong, ſhall 
« ſee cauſe to ſend with them, on the laſt Monday in 
« June next; there to conſider and agree upon thoſe 
«© methods and rules for the management of eccleſiaſti- 
cc cal diſcipline, which by them ſhall be judged agreeable 
« and conformable to the word of Gop, and ſhall at the 
« ſame meeting appoint two or more of their number to 
& be their delegates, who ſhall all meet together at Say- 
« brook, at the next commencement to be held there 
c wherethey ſhall compare the reſultsof the miniſters of 
cc theſeveral counties, and outof and from them, todraw a 
te form of eccleſiaſtical diſcipline, which, by two or more 


5“ perſons delegated by them, ſhall be offered to this 
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« court, at their ſeſſion, at New-Haven, in October next, 
ce to be conſidered of and confirmed by them: And the 
« expenſe of the above mentioned meetings ſhall be de- 
« frayed out of the public treaſury of this colony.” 

« A true copy of the record, 

« Teſt. ELEAZAR KIMBERLY, Secretary. 

ACCoRDING to the act of aſſembly, the miniſters and 
churches of the ſeveral counties convened, at the time ap- 
pointed, and made their reſpeCtive draughts for diſcipline, 
and choſe their delegates for the general meeting at Say- 
brook in September. 

Tux miniſters and meſſengers choſen for this council 
and its reſult will appear from their minutes. 

Ar a meeting of delegates from the councils of the 
ſeveral counties of Connecticut colony, in New-England 
in America, at Saybrook, Sept. gth, 1708. 

HY We i We er 
From the coucil of Hartford From the council in New- 
county. London county. 


The Timothy Woodbridge, James Noyes, 
Rey Neoadiah Ruſſell, The Thomas Buckingham, 
* ( Stephen Mix. [Rev. Moſes Noyes, 
Meflenger, Ino. Mood ward. 
John Haynes, Eſquire. Meſſengers, 
From the council in Fair-|| Robert Chapman, 
field county. | Deacon Wm. Parker. 
The Charles Chauncy, From the council of New- 
Rev. 15750 Davenport. Haven county. 
Meſſenger, The Samuel Andrew, 


Deacon Samuel Hoit. Rey. ] James Pierpont, 


Samuel Ruſſel. 

« The Rev. James Noyes and Thomas Buckingham 
being choſen moderators. 'The Rev. Stephen Mix and 
Jno. Woodward being choſen ſcribes. - 

« In compliance with an order of the general aſſembly, 
May 13th, 1708, after humble addrefles to the throne of 
grace for the divine preſence, aſſiſtance, and bleſſing up- 
on us, having our eyes upon the word of Gop and the con- 

ſtitution of our churches, We agree that the confeſſion 
of faith owned and aſſented unto by the elders and meſ- 
ſengers aſſembled at Boſton, in New-England, May 12th, 
1680, being the ſecond ſeſſion of that ſynod, be recom- 
mended to the honorable general afſembly of this colony, 
at the next ſeſſion, for their public teſtimony thereunto, 
as the FarTH of the churches of this colony.” * 


This was the Savoy contcſhon, with ſome ſmall alterations. 
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« Wx agree alſo that the heads of agreement aſſented to 


WY by the united miniſters, wang called preſbyterian and 
1708, 


congregational, be obſerved by t 
this colony.” 

« AND for the better regulation of the adminiſtration 
of church diſcipline, in relation to all caſes eccleſiaſtical, 
both in particular churches and councils, to the full de.. 
termining and executing the rules in all ſuch caſes, it is 
agreed,” 

c J. That the elder, or elders of a particular church, 
with the conſent of the brethren of the ſame, have power 
and ought to exerciſe church diſcipline, according to the 
rule of Gop's word, in relation to all ſcandals, that fall 
out within the ſame. And it may be meet, in all caſzs 
of difficulty, for the reſpeQtive paſtors of particular 
churches, to take advice of the elders of the churches in 
the neighbourhood, before they proceed to cenſure in 


e churches throughout 


ſuch caſes.” 


« II. That the churches which are neighbouring each to 
other, ſhall conſociate for mutual affording to each other 
ſuch aſſiſtance, as may be requifite, upon all occaſions ec- 
clefiaſtical. And that the particular paſtors and churches, 
within the reſpective counties in this government, ſhall 
be one conſociation (or more if they ſhall judge meet) 
for the end aforeſaid.” | 

« TIE. That all cafes of ſcandal, that fall out within 
the circuit of any of the aforeſaid conſociations ſhall be 
brought to a council of the elders, and aiſo meſſengers of 
the churches within the ſaid circuit, i. e. the churches of 
one conſociation, if they ſee cauſe to ſend meſſengers, 
when there ſhall be need of a council for the determina- 
tion of them.” 

IV. That, according to the common practice of our 
churches, nothing ſhall be deemed an act or judgment of 
any council, which hath not the act of the major part of the 
elders preſent concurring, and ſuch a number of the meſ- 
ſengers preſent, as makes the majorityof the council : pro- 
vided that if any ſuch church ſhall not ſee cauſe to fend 
any meſſengers to the council, or the perſons choſen by 
them ſhall not attend, neither of theſe ſhall be any ob- 
ſtruction to the proceedings of the council, or invalidate 
any of their acts.“ | 

« V. That when any caſe is orderly brought before 
any council of the churches, it ſhall there be heard and 
determined, which (unleſs orderly removed from thence) 


ſhall be a final ifſue ; and all parties therein concerned 
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ſhall fit down and be determined thereby. And the Book I. 
council ſo hearing, and giving the reſult or final iflue, Vw 
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in the ſaid caſe as aforeſaid, ſhall ſee their determination, 1708. 


or judgment, duly executed and attended, in fuch way 
or manner, as ſhall in their judgment be moſt ſuitable 
and agreeable to the word of Gop.” 

« VI. That if any paſtor and church doth obſtinate- 
ly refuſe a due attendance and conformity to the deter- 
mination of the council, that hath the cognizance of the 
caſe, and determineth it as above, after due patience uſed, 
they ſhall be reputed guilty of ſcandalous contempt and 
dealt with as the rule of Gop's word in ſuch caſe doth 
provide, and the ſentence of non-communion ſhall be de- 
clared againſt ſuch paſtor and church. And the chur- 
ches are to approve of the ſaid ſentence, by withdrawing 
from the communion of the paſtor and church, which ſo 
refuſed to be healed.” 

« VII. That, in caſe any difficulties ſhall ariſe in any 
of the churches in this colony, which cannot be iſſued 
without conſiderable diſquiet, that church, in which they 
ariſe (or that miniſter or member aggrieved with them,) 
ſhall apply themſelves to the council of the conſociated 
churches of the circuit, to which the ſaid church belongs, 
who, if they ſee cauſe ſhall thereupon convene, hear and 
determine ſuch caſes of difficulty, unleſs the matter 
brought before them, ſhall be judged ſo great in the na- 
ture of it, or ſo doubtful in the iſſue, or of ſuch general 
concern, that the ſaid council ſhall judge beſt that it be 
referred to a fuller council, conſiſting of the churches of 
the other conſociation within the ſame county, (or of the 
next adjoining conſociation of another county, if there 
be not two conſociations in the county where the diffi- 
culty ariſeth) who, together with themſelves, ſhall hear, 
judge, determine, and finally iſſue ſuch caſe according to 
the word of Gop.” | 

« VIII. That a particular church, in which any dif- 
ficulty doth ariſe, may, if they ſee cauſe, call a council of 
the conſociated churches of the circuit, to which the 
church belongs, before they proceed to ſentence therein, 
but there is not the ſame liberty to an offending brother, 
to call the council, before the church to which he be- 
longs, proceed to excommunication in the ſaid caſe, un- 
leſs with the conſent of the church 

« IX. That all the churches of the reſpective conſo- 
ciations ſhall chooſe, if they ſee cauſe, one or two mem- 
bers of each church, to repreſent them, in the councils 
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Book I. of the ſaid churches, as occaſion may call for them, who 
all ſtand in that capacity, till new be choſen for the 
2708. ſame ſervice, unleſs any church ſhall incline to chooſe 
their meſſengers anew, upon the convening of ſuch coun. 
cils.” 

« X, That the miniſter or miniſters of the county 
towns, or where there are no miniſters in ſuch towns, the 
two next miniſters to the ſaid town, ſhall, as ſoon as con- 
veniently may be, appoint time and place, for the meet. 
ing of the elders and meſſengers of the churches in ſaid 
county, in order to their forming themſelves into one 
or more conſociations, and notify the time and place to 
the elders and churches of that county who ſhall attend 
at the ſame, the elders in their perſons, and the churches 
by their meſſengers, if they fee cauſe to ſend them. 
Which elders and meſſengers ſo aſſembled in council, as 
alſo any other council hereby allowed of, ſhall have pow- 
er to adjourn themſelves, as necd ſhall be, for the ſpace of 
one year, after the beginning or firſt ſeſſion of the ſaid 
council, and no longer. And that miniſter who was 
choſen at the laſt ſeſſion of any council, to be modera- 
tor, ſhall, with the advice and conſent of two more &- 
ders (or in caſe of the moderator's death, any two elders 
of the ſame conſociation) call another council within the 
circuit when they ſhall judge there 1s need thereof. And 
all councils may preſcribe rules, as occaſion may require, 
and whatever they judge needful within their circuit, 
for the well performing and orderly managing the ſev- 
eral acts, to be attended by them, or matters that come 
under their cognizance.” | 

« XI. That if any perſon or perſons, orderly com- 
plained of to a council, or that are witneſſes to ſuch com- 
plaints, (having regular notification to appear) ſhall re- 
fuſe, or neglect fo to do, in the place, and at the time ſpe- 
cified in the warning given, except they or he give ſome 
ſatisfying reaſon thercof to the ſaid council, they thall be 
judged guilty of ſcandalous contempt.” 

« XII. That the teaching elders of each county ſhall 
be one aſſociation, (or more if they ſee cauſe,) which aſ- 
ſociation or affociations ſhall aſſemble twice a year, at 
leaft, at ſuch time and place, as they ſhall appoint, to 
conſult the duties of their office, and the common intereſt 
of the churches, who ſhall conſider and reſolve queſtions 
and caſes of importance which ſhall be offered by any a- 
mong themſelves or others; who alſo ſhall have power of 
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examining and recommending the candidates of the min- Book I. 
iſtry to the work thereof.” — 
« XII. That the ſaid aſſociated paſtors ſhall take no- 1708. 

tice of any among themſelves, that may be accuſed of 
ſcandal or hereſy, unto or cognizable by them, examine 
the matter carefully, and if they find juſt occaſion ſhall di- 
rect to the calling of the council, where ſuch offenders 
ſhall be duly proceeded againſt.” 
« XIV. That the affociated paſtors ſhall alſo be con- 
ſulted by bereaved churches, belonging to their aſſocia- 
tion, and recommend to ſuch churches ſuch perſons, as 
may be fit to be called and ſettled in the work of the goſ- 
pel miniſtry among them And if ſuch bereaved chur- 
ches ſhall not ſeaſonably call and ſettle a miniſter among 
them, the ſaid aſſociated paſtors ſhall lay the ſtate of ſuch 
bereaved church before the general aſſembly of this colo- 
ny, that they may take order concerning them, as ſhall 
be found neceſſary for their peace and edification.” 
« XV. That it be recommended as expedient, that all 
the aflociations in this colony do meet in a general aſſo- 
ciation, by their reſpective delegates, one or more out of 
each aſſociation, once a year, the firſt meeting to be at 
Hartford, at the general election next enſuing the date 
hereof, and ſo annually in all the counties ſucceſſively, at 
ſuch time and place, as they the ſaid delegates ſhall in 
their annual meetings appoint.” 
The confeſſion of faith, heads of agreement, and theſe 
articles of diſcipline having unanimouſly paſſed, and been 
ſigned by the ſcribes, were preſented to the legiſlature 
the ſucceeding October, ivr their approbation and eſtab- 
liſnment. Upon which they paſſed the following adop- 
ting act. 
AT a general court holden at New-Haven October 
1708. : 
« TRE reverend miniſters, delegates from the elders aq of ac. 
6 and meſſengers of this government, met at Saybrook ſembly a- 
« September gth 1708, having preſented to this aſſem- dopting 
c bly a Confeſſion of Faith, and Heads of Agreement, and 
“ and regulations in the adminiſtration of church diſci- platform 
“ pline, as unanimouſly agreed and conſented to by the Oct. 1709. 
&* elders and churches in this government; this aſſembly 
* doth declare their great approbation of ſuch an happy 
* agreement, and do ordain, that all the churches within 
&©& this government, that are, or fhall be, thus united in 
* doctrine, worſhip, aud 2 be, and for the fu- 
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cc ture ſhall be owned and acknowledged eſtabliſhed by 


AAU) © law; provided always, that nothing herein ſhall be in- 


1708. 


ce tended or conſtrued to hinder or prevent any ſociety or 
cc church, that is or ſhall be allowed by the laws of this 
« government, who ſoberly differ or diſſent from the 
c united churches hereby eſtabliſhed, from exerciſing 
« worſhip and diſcipline, in their own way, according to 
cc their conſciences.“ 
« A true copy, Teſt, 
« ELEAZAR KIMBERLY, Secretary.“ 

Trovcn the council were unanimous in paſſing the 
platform of diſcipline, yet they were not all of one opin- 
ion. Some were for high conſociational government, 
and in their ſentiments nearly preſbyterians, others were 
much more moderate and rather verging on independen- 
cy; but exceedingly deſirous of keeping the unity of the 
ſpirit in the bond of peace, they exerciſed great chriſtian 
condeſcenſion and amicableneſs towards each other. 

As it was ſtipulated, that the heads of agreement 
ſhould be obſerved through the colony, this was an im- 
portant mean of reconciling numbers to the conſtitution, 
as theſe did not carry points fo far as the articles of diſ- 
cipline. Theſe did not make the judgments of councils 
deciſive, in all caſes; but only maintained, that particu- 
lar churches ought to have a reverential regard to their 
judgment, and not to diſſent from it without apparent 
grounds from the word of Gop. Neither did theſe give 
the elders a negative in councils over the churches ; and 
in ſome other inſtances they gave more latitude than the 
articles of diſcipline. Theſe therefore ſerved to recon- 
cile ſuch elders and churches, as were not for a rigid con- 
ſociational government, and to gain their conſent. Some- 
what different conſtructions were put upon the conſtitu- 
tion. Thoſe who were for a high conſociational govern- 
ment, gonſtrued it rigidly according to the articles of 
diſcipline, and others by the heads of agreement ; or, at 
leaſt, they were for ſoftening down the more rigid arti- 
cles, by conſtruing them agreeably to thoſe heads of 
union. 

NoTwITHSTANDING the Savoy confeſſion was adopted, 
as the faith of the Connecticut churches, yet, by adopt- 
ing the heads of agreement, it was agreed, that with re- 
ſpect to ſoundneſs of juUgment in matters of faith, it was 
ſufficient, „ That a church acknowledge the ſcriptures to 
e be the word of Gop, the perfect and only rule of faith 
and practice, and own either the doCtrinal part of thoſe 
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&© commonly called the articles of the church of England, Book I. 
ec or the confethon or catechiſms, ſhorter or longer, com- 
c piled by the afſemby at Weſtminſter, or the confe ſſion 1708. 

cc agreed on at the Savoy, to be agreeablc to the ſaid rule.” 

Tur Saybrook platform, thus unanimouſly recommen- 
ded by the elders and meflengers of the churches, and 
adopted by the legiſlature, as the religious conſtitution 
of the colony, met with a general reception, though ſome 
of the churches were extremely oppoſed to it.“ 

THE elders and meſſengers of the county of Hartford Feb. 1ſt, 

met in council, at Hartford, the next February, and for- £799: 
med into two diſtinct conſociations and aſſociations for ; 
the purpoſes expreſſed in the conſtitution. The miniſ- 8 
ters and churches of the other three counties afterwards e N 
formed themſelves into conſociations and aſſociations. tions for- 
There were therefore, ſoon after, five conſociations and med. 
the ſame number of aſſociations in the colony. The aſ- General 
ſociations met annually, by a delegation of two elders aſſocia- 
from each aſſociation, in a general aſſociation. This has tion. 
a general adviſory ſuperintendency over all the miniſters 
and churches in the colony. Its advice has generally 
been acceptable to the miniſters and churches, and cheer- 
fully carried into execution. The meeting of the gene- 
ral aſſociation was anciently in September; but the time 
of meeting, after ſome years, was altered, and for more 
than ſixty years has been on the third Tueſday in June. 

Tux corporation of college having now obtained a 
confeſſion of faith, adopted by the churches and legiſla- 
ture of the colony, adopted it for college, and the truſtees 
and oflicers of college, upon their introduction to office, 
were required to give their aſſent to it, and to the Weſt- 
minſter confeſſion and catechiſms. 

Bur before this could be effected Mr. Pierſon, the Death & 
preſident, was no more. He died on the 5th of March character 
1704, to the unſpeakable loſs and affliction both of the t Prefi- 
college and the people of his charge. He had his educa- — Ver, 
tion at Harvard college, where he was graduated 1668. 

He appears firſt to have ſettled in the miniſtry at New- 


* Though Meſſieurs Andrew, Pierpont, and Ruſſell were in. 
fluential characters, yet it is obſervable, that the churches, in that 
county, ſent no meſſengers to the ſyned ; and the tradition is 
that the church and people of Norwich were fo offended with 
their miniſter, Mr. John Woodward, for conſenting to it, that 
| they never would forgive him and be reconciled ; but made ſuch 
= Oppoſition te his miniſtry, that, by the advice of council, he re- 
zg ned it and left the town. 
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ark in New-Jerſey. Thence he came to Killingworth 

and was inſtalled in 1694. He had the character of a 

hard ſtudent, good ſcholar, and great divine. In his 

whole conduct, he was wiſe, ſteady, and amiable. He 

was greatly reſpected as a paſtor, and he inſtructed and 
overned college with general approbation. 

Uro the death of Rector Pierſon, the Reverend Mr. 
Andrew was choſen rector pro tempore. The ſenior 
claſs were removed to Milford to be under his immediate 
inſtruction, until the commencement. The other ſtu- 
dents were removed to Saybrook, and put under the car: 
and inſtructions of two tutors. Mr. Andrew moderate] 
at the commencements and gave general directions to the 
tutors. Mr. Buckingham alſo, who was one of the 
truſtees and reſided at Saybrook, during his life, had a 
kind of direction and inſpection over the college. In 
this ſtate it continued, without any material alteration, 
until about the year 1715. 

Tux miniſters of Connecticut were exccedingly*atten- 
tive to the morals and qualifications of thoſe, whom they 
recommended to the improvement of the churches, or 
ordained to the paſtoral oſſice. The general aſſociation, 
in 1712, at a meeting of theirs, at Fairfield, agreed upon 
the following rules and recommended them to the con- 
ſideration of the ſeveral aſſociations for their approbation 
and concurrence. 

«© RULEs agreed upon for the examination of CAN DI.“ 
DATES for the miniſtry.” 

C AGREED upon, that the perſon to be examined con- 
cerning his qualifications for the evangelical miniſtry, 
ſhall be dealt with, in his examinations, with all candor 
and gentleneſs.” 

6 1. That he be able to give ſatisfaction, to the aſſoci- 
ation examining him, of his {kill in the Hebrew, Greek, 
and Latin tongues.” 

« 2, That he be able to give ſatisfaction, to the aſſoci- 
N examining him, of his {kill in Logic and Philoſo- 
phy.“ 

5 « 2. He ſhall be examined what authors, in divinity, 
he hath read; and alſo concerning the main grounds or 
principles of the chriſtian religion; and ſhall therein of- 
fer juſt matter of ſatisfaction to the aſſociation examining 
him; and ſhall give his aſſent to the confeſſion of faith 

ublicly owned and declared to be the confeſſion of ths 

aith of the united churches of this colony.” 
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« 4. That if the life and converſation of the perſon to Book I. 
be examined be not well known to the aflociation eam 
ining him, then ſaid perſon {ſhall offer ſufficient evidence 712. 
to ſaid aſſociation of his ſober and religious converſation.” 

« 5. That the perſon to be examined ſhall publicly 
pray, and alſo preach, in the preſence of the aſſociation 
examining him, from ſome text of ſcripture which ſhall 
be given him by ſaid aflociation, and at ſuch time and 
place as they thall appoint, in order to prove his gifts 
for the miniſterial work.” : 

« RuLEs relating to the ordination of a perſon to the 
work of the miniſtry.” 

«© AGREED, 1. In caſe of ordination, thoſe who are Reſpect- 
to ordain ought to be ſatisfied, that the perſon to be or- ing miniſ- 
dained is apt to teach, and of his inclination to the work ters to be 
of the miniſtry.” | 2 

« 2, That they ſhall be ſatisſied with his prudence 
and fitneſs for the management of ſo great a truſt, as that 
of the work of the miniſtry.” | 

« 3. The perſons to ordain ſhall be ſatisſied, that his 
preaching and converſation be acceptable to the people 
over whom he 1s to be ordained.” 

« 4. That he ſhall be able to explain ſuch texts of 
ſcripture as ſhall be propoſed to him.” 

© 5. That he ſhall be able to reſolve ſuch practical 
caſes of conſcience as ſhall be propoſed to him.” 

« 6. That he ſhall ſhew, to the ſatisfaction of the paſ- 
tors to ordain him, his competent ability to refute danger- 
ous errors, and defend the truth againſt gainſayers.” 

« 7. That he ſhall give his conſent to the church diſ- 
cipline of this colony as eſtabliſhed by law ; yet the paſ- 
tors to ordain are not to be too ſevere and ſtrict with him 
to be ordained, upon his ſober diſſent from ſome particu- 
lars in ſaid diſcipline.” 

Such has been the pious care of the venerable fathers 
of the churches in Connecticut, to preſerve in them a 
learned, orthodox, experimental miniſtry. The aſſocia- 
tions have examined all candidates for the miniſtry and 


„recommended them to the churches previouſly to their 
I | preaching in them. In their examinations, they have 
carefully enquired into their knowledge in divinity, their 
g experimental acquaintance with religion, their miniſterial 
ch gifts and qualifications, and have paid a ſpecial attention 
ue to their morals, and good character. Hence theſe 


churches have been diſtinguiſhed and ſingularly happy in 
a learned, pious, laborious, and prudent miniſtry, 
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ABovuT this time a very valuable addition of books was 
made to the college library, at Saybrook. In 1713, Sir 
John Davie, of Groton, who had an eſtate deſcended to 
him in England, with the title of baronet, gave a good 
collection. The next year a much greater donation was 
made by the generoſity and procurement of Jeremiah 
Dummer, Eſquire, of Boſton. He was then in London, 
in the capacity of an agent for ſeveral of the New-Eng- 
land coloriies. He ſent over above 800 volumes. About 
120 of them were procured at his own charge. The reſt 
were from principal gentlemen in England, through his 
ſolicitation and influence. Particularly from Sir Iſaac 
Newton, Sir Richard Blackmore, Sir Richard Steel, 


Doctors, Brumet, Halley, Bently, Kennet, Calamy, and 


Number 

gra ſuated 
at college 
before the 


Number 
of ordain- 
ed minil- 
ters in 
1713. 


Edwards; and from the Reverend Mr. Henry and Mr. 
Whiſton. Theſe ſeverally gave a collection of their own 
works, and Governor Vale put in about 40 volumes. 
The library now conſiſted of about nine hundred volumes. 

From 1702 to 1713 incluſively, forty fix young gentle- 
men were graduated, at Saybrook. Of theſe, thirty four 
became miniſters of the goſpel, and two were elected 
magiſtrates. Notwithſtanding the infant ſtate of the 
college, numbers of them, through their native ſtrength 
of genius and the inſtructions of thoſe excellent tutors, 
Mr. John Hart and Mr. Phineas Fiſk, became excellent 
ſcholars, and ſhone not only as diſtinguiſhed lights in the 
churches, but made a figure in the republic of letters. 
Seven of them afterwards were fellows of the college, at 
New-Haven; and another of them was that excellent 


man, the Reverend Jonathan Dickinſon, preſident of the 


college in New-Jerley. 

Tae number of ordained miniſters in the colony, this 
year, excluſive of thoſe in the towns under the govern- 
ment of Maſſachuſetts, was forty three. Upon the low- 
eſt computation there was as much as one ordained min- 
iſter to every four hundred perſons, or to every eighty 
families. It does not appear, that there was one bereaved 
church in the colony. Beſides there were a conſiderable 
number of candidates preaching in the new towns and 
pariſhes, in which churches were not yet formed. At 
or about this time, Mr. Thomas Towſey, began to preach 
at Newtown, Mr. Joſeph Meacham at Coventry, Mr. 
John Bliſs at Hebron, and Mr. John Fiſk at Killingly, at 
which places churches were ſoon after gathered and thoſe 
gentlemen ordained. Several other candidates were 
preaching in other places. 
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FF EN DTS. 


ORIGINAL papers illuſtrating the preceding Hiſtory. 


NUMBER LI. 
THE old patent of Connecticut 1631. 


To all people, unto whom this preſent writing ſhall 
come, Robert, Earl of Warwick, ſendeth greeting, in 
our LorD Gop everlaſting. 

NOW ye, that the ſaid Robert, Earl of Warwick, 

for divers good cauſes and conſiderations him there- 
unto moving, hath given, granted, bargained, fold, enfe- 
offed, aliened, and confirmed, and by theſe preſents doth 
give, grant, bargain, ſell, enfeoff, aliene, and confirm, 
unto the right honorable William, Viſcount Say and Seal, 
the right honorable Robert, Lord Brook, the right hon- 
orable Lord Rich, and the honorable Charles Fiennes, 

Eſq. Sir Nathaniel Rich, Knt. Sir Richard Saltonſtall 

Knt. Richard Knightly, Eſq. John Pym, Eſq. John 

Hampden, Eſq. John Humphrey, Eſq. and Herbert Pel- 

lam, Efg. their heirs and aſſigns, and their aſſociates for- 

ever, all that part of New-England, in America, which 
lies and extends itſelf from a river there called Narragan- 
ſet river, the ſpace of forty leagues upon a ſtraight line 


—— — — — —— 
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near the ſea ſhore towards the ſouthweſt, weſt and by | 


ſouth, or weſt, as the coaſt lieth towards Virginia, ac- 
counting three Engliſh miles to the league; and alſo all 
and ſingular the lands and hereditaments whatſoever, ly- 
ing and being within the lands aforeſaid, north and ſouth 
in latitude and breadth, and in length and longitude of 
and within, all the breadth aforeſaid, throughout the 
main lands there, from the weſtern ocean to the ſouth 
ſea, and all lands and grounds, place and places, ſoil, 
wood, and woods, grounds, havens, ports, creeks and 
Tivers, waters, fiſhings, and hereditaments whatſoever, 


lying within the ſaid ſpace, and every part and parce! 
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thereof. And alſo all iſlands lying in America aforeſaid, 
in the ſaid ſeas, or either of them, on the weſtern or eaſ- 
tern coaſts, or parts of the ſaid tracts of lands, by theſe 
preſents mentioned to be given, granted, bargained, ſold, 
enfeoffed, aliened, and confirmed, and alſo all mines and 
minerals, as well, royal mines of gold and ſilver, as other 
mines and minerals whatſoever, in the ſaid land and 
premiſes, or any part thereof, and alſo the ſeveral rivers 
within the ſaid limits, by what name or names ſoever 
called or known, and all juriſdictions, rights, and royal- 
ties, liberties, freedoms, immunities, powers, privileges, 
franchiſes, preeminencies, and commodities whatſoever, 
which the ſaid Robert, Earl of Warwick, now hath or 
had, or might uſe, exerciſe, or enjoy, in or within any 
part or parcel thereof, excepting and reſerving to his ma- 
jeſty, his heirs, and ſucceſſors the fifth part of all gold 
and ſilver ore, that ſhall be found within the ſaid prem- 
iſes, or any part or parcel thereof: To Have and to Hol 
the ſaid part of New-England in America, which lies and 
extends and is abutted as aforeſaid. And the faid ſey- 
eral rivers and every part and parcel thereof, and all the 
faid iſlands, rivers, ports, havens, waters, fiſhings, mines, 
minerals, juriſdictions, powers, franchiſes, royalties, lib- 
erties, privileges, commodities, hereditaments and prem- 
Hes, whatſoever with the appurtenances, unto the ſaid 
William, Viſcount Say and Seal, Robert, Lord Brook, 
Robert, Lord Rich, Charles Fiennes, Sir Nathamel Rich, 
Sir Richard Saltonſtall, Richard Knightly, John Pym, 
John Hampden, John Humphrey and Herbert Pellam, 
their heirs and aſſigns and their affociates, to the only pro- 
per and abſolute ufe and behoof of them the ſaid William, 
Viſcount Say and Seal, Robert, Lord Brook, Robert, 
Lord Rich, Charles Fiennes, Sir Nathamiel Rich, Sir 
Richard Saltonſtall, Richard Knightly, John Pym, John 
Hampden, John Humphrey, and Herbert Pellam, their 
heirs and aſſigns, and their aſſociates for ever more. In 
witneſs whereof the ſaid Robert, Earl of Warwick, hath 
hereunto fet his hand and ſeal, the nineteenth day of 
March, in the ſeventh year of the reign of our ſovereign 
Lord Charles, by the Grace of God, King of England, 
Scotland, France and Ireland, defender of the faith &c. 
Annoq. Domini 1631. 
Signed ſealed and delivered, in the preſence of 
WALTER WILLIAMS. 


Trnomas HowsoN. 
RoperT Warwick. A Seal. 


„ 
NUMBER ll. 


Mx. W1NTHROP'S commiſſion to erect a fort at the mouth 
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of Connecticut river, with articles of agreement betaveen 1635» 


him and their loraſhips Say and Seal, Breck, Sc. 1635. 


' KNOW all men, by theſe preſents, that we Arthur 

Haſſelring, Bart. Sir Richard Saltonſtall, Knt. Henry 
Lawrence, Henry Darly, and George Fenwick, Eſquires 
in our own vames and in the name of the right honora- 
ble Viſcount Say and Seal, Robert, Lord Brook and the 
reſt of our company, Do ordain and conſtitute John 
Winthrop, Eſquire, the younger, governor of the river 
ConneCticut, with the places adjoining thereunto, for 
and during the ſpace of one whole year, after his arrival 
there, giving him, from and under us, full power and 
authority, to do and execute any ſuch lawful aQ and 
thing, both in reſpect of the place and people, as alſo of 
the affairs we have or ſhall have there, as to the dignity or 
office of a governor doth or may appertain. In witneſs 
whereof, we have hereunto put our hands and ſeals, this 
18th day of July, 1635. 

RIchARD SALTONSTALL, ARTHUR HASSELRING, 

Henry LAWRENCE, GEoRGE FENWICK, 

HENRY DaRLEY, 

Five ſeals appendant impreſſed in one large piece of Wax. 


ARTICLES made betaueen the right honorable the Lord Vi 
count Say and Seal, Sir Arthur Haſjelring, Baronet, Sir 
Richard Saltonſtall, Knight, Henry Lawrence, Henry 
Darley, and George Ferqvick, Eſquires, on the one part, 
and John Winthrep, Eid. the younger, of the other, the 715 

uly 1635. 
oc That we, in our names, and the reſt of the 

eom pany, do by theſe preſents appoint John Winthrop 
the younger, governor of the river Connecticut in New- 
England, and of the harbour and places adjoining, for 
the ſpace of one year, from his arrival there. And the 
ſaid John Winthrop doth undertake and covenant for his 
part, that he will, with all convenient ſpeed, repair to 
| thoſe places, and there abide as aforeſaid for the beſt ad- 
vancement of the company's ſervice. 

' _ SECONDLY, Ihat fo ſoon as he comes to the bay, he 
: Thall endeavour to provide able men to the number of 
fifty, at the leaſt, for making of fortifications and build- 

Ing ot houles at the river Conne dicut, and the harbour 
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joining, firſt for their own preſent accommodations, 
and then ſuch houſes as may receive men of quality, 
which latter houſes we would have to be builded within 
the fort. 

THIRDLY, That he ſhall employ thoſe men, according 
to his beſt ability, for the advancement of the company's 
ſervice, eſpecially in the particulars abovementioned, du- 
ring the time of his government, and ſhall alſo give a 
true and juſt account of all the monies and goods com- 
mitted to his managing. 

FourTHLY, That for ſuch as ſhall plant there now, in 
the beginning, he ſhall take care that they plant them- 
ſelves either at the harbour or near the mouth of the 
river, that theſe places may be the better ſtrengthened for 
their own ſafety, and to that end, that they alſo ſet down 
in ſuch bodies together, as they may be moſt capable of an 
entrenchment, provided that there be reſerved unto the 
fort, for the maintenance of it, one thouſand or fifteen 
hundred acres, at leaſt, of good ground as near adjoining 
thereunto as may be. | 

FirTBLY, That foraſmuch as the ſervice will take 
him off from his own employment, the company do en- 
gage themſelves, to give him a juſt and due conſideration 
for the ſame. In witneſs whereof we have interchange- 
ably hereunto ſubſcribed our names. 

W. Sar and SEAL, | GEORGE FENWICK, 

HENRYT LawRENCE, ARTHUR HASSELRING, 

R1CcHARD SALTONSTALL, HENRY DARLEY. 


NUMBER III. 


THE original conflitution of Connecticut, formed by volunta- 
ry compact, 1639. 


FORASMUCH as it hath pleaſed the Almighty Gon, 
by the wiſe diſpoſition of his Divine Providence, ſo to or- 
der and diſpoſe of things, that we the inhabitants and 
reſidents of Windſor, Hartford, and Wethersfield, are 
now cohabiting and dwelling in and upon the river of 
Connecticut and the lands thereunto adjoin vg, and well 
knowing where a people are gathered together the word 
of Gop requireth that, to maintain the peace and union 
of ſuch a people, there ſhould be an orderly and decent 
government eſtabliſhed according to Gop, to order and 
diſpoſe of the affairs of the people at all ſeaſons, as occa- 
ſion ſhould require; do therefore aſſociate and conjoin 
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ourſelves to be as one public 8 rATR or COMMONWEALTH; 
and do, for ourſelves and our ſucceſſors, and ſuch as ſhall 
be adjoined to us at any time hereafter, enter into com- 
bination and confederation together, to maintain and pre- 
ſerve the liberty and purity of the goſpel of our Lox 
Jesus, which we now profeſs, as alſo the diſcipline of 
the churches, which, according to the truth of ſaid goſ- 
pel, is now practiſed amongſt us; as alſo in our civil af- 
fairs to be guided and governed according to ſuch laws, 


rules, orders, and decrees, as ſhall be made, ordered, and 
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decreed, as followeth. 

I. Ir is ordered, ſentenced, and decreed, that there 
ſhall be yearly two general aſſemblies or courts, the one 
on the ſecond Thurſday of April, the other the ſecond 
Thurſday of September following: The firſt ſhall be 
called the CourT of ELECTION, wherein ſhall be yearly 
choſen, from time to time, ſo many magiſtrates and other 
public officers as ſhall be found requiſite, whereof one 
to be choſen governor for the year eaſuing, and until a- 
nother be choſen, and no other magiſtrate to be choſen 
for more than one year; provided always there be fix 
choſen beſides the governor, which being choſen and 
ſworn according to an oath recorded for that purpoſe, 
ſhall have power to adminiſter juſtice according to the 
laws here eſtabliſhed, and for want thereof according ro 
the rule of the word of Gop ; which choice ſhall be made 
by all that are admitted freemen and have taken the oath. 
of fidelity, and do cohabit within this juriſdiction, having 
been admitted inhabitants by the major part of the town 
where they live, or the major part of ſuch as ſhall be then 


| preſent. 


II. Ir is ordered, ſentenced, and decreed, that the e- 


lection of the aforeſaid magiſtrates ſhall be on this man- 


ner ; every perſon preſent and qualified for choice ſhall 


bring in (to the perſons deputed to receive them) one ſin- 
| gle paper, with the name of him written on it whom he 


deſires to have governor, and he that hath the greateſt 
number of papers ſhall be governor for that year: And 
the reſt of the magiſtrates or public officers to be choſen 
in this manner; the ſecretary for the time being ſhall 
firſt read the names of all that are to be put to choice, 
and then ſhall ſeverally nominate them diſtinctly, and ev- 
ery one that would have the perſon nominated to be cho- 
ſen ſhall bring in one ſingle paper written upon, and he 
that would not have him chofen ſhall bring in a blank, 
Uu u 
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and every one that has more written papers than blanks 
ſhall be a magiſtrate for that year, which papers ſhall be 
received and told by one or more that ſhall be then cho. 
ſen, by the court, and ſworn to be faithful therein ; but 
in caſe there ſhould not be fix perſons as aforeſaid beſides 
the governor out of thoſe which are nominated, then he, 
or they which have the moſt written papers ſhall be a ma. 
giſtrate, or magiſtrates for the enſuing year, to make up 
the aforeſaid number. 

HI. Ir is ordered, ſentenced, and decreed, that the 
ſecretary ſhall not nominate any perſon new, nor ſhall 
any perſon be choſen newly into the magiſtracy, which 
was not propounded in ſome general court before, to be 
nominated the next election: And to that end it ſhall be 
lawful for each of the towns aforeſaid, by their deputies, 
to nominate any two whom they conceive fit to be put to 
election, and the court may add ſo many more as they 
judge requiſite. 

IV. Ir is ordered, ſentenced, and decreed, that no 
perſon be choſen governor above once in two years, and 
that the governor be always a member of ſome r 
congregation, and formerly of the magiſtracy within this 


Juriſdiction, and all the magiſtrates freemen of this com- 


monwealth 5 and that no magiſtrate or other public 
officer ſhall execute any part of his or their office before 
they are ſeverally ſworn, which ſhall be done in the face 
of the court if they be preſent, and in caſe of abſence by 
fome deputed for that purpoſe. 

V. Ir is ordered, ſentenced, and decreed, that to the 
aforeſaid court of election, the ſeveral towns ſhall ſend 
their deputies, and when the elections are ended they 
may proceed in any public fervice, as at other courts; 
alſo the other general court in September fhall be for ma- 
king of laws and any other public occaſion which con- 
cerns the good of the commonwealth. 

VI. Iris ordered, ſentenced, and decreed, that the 
governor ſhall, either by himſelf or by the fecretary, ſend 
out ſummonſes to the conſtables of every town, for the 
calling of thoſe two ſtanding courts, one month at leaſt 
before their ſeveral times; and alſo if the governor and 
the greateſt part of the magiſtrates ſee cauſe, upon any 
fpecial occafion, to call a general court, they may give or- 
der to the ſecretary ſo to do within fourteen days warn- 
ing; and if urgent neceſſity ſo require, upon a ſhorter no- 
tice, giving ſufficient grounds for it to the deputies when 
they meet, or elſe be queſtioned for the ſame. And ii 
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the governor, or major part of the magiſtrates ſhall either 
neglect or refuſe to call the two general ſtanding courts, 
or either of them, as alſo at other times when the occa- 
ſions of the commonwealth require, the freemen thereof, 
or the major part of them ſhall petition to them ſo to do; 
if then it be either denied or neglected, ghe ſaid freemen, 
or the major part of them, ſhall have power to give order 
to the conſtables of the ſeveral towns to do the ſame, and 
ſo may meet together and chooſe to themſelves a mode- 
rator, and may proceed to do any act of power which 
any other general courts may. 

VII. Ir is ordered, ſentenced, and decreed, that after 
there are warrants given out for any of the ſaid general 
courts, the conſtable or conſtables of each town ſhall 
forthwith give notice diſtinctly to the inhabitants of the 
ſame, in ſome public aſſembly, or by going or ſending 
from houſe to houſe, that at a place and time by him or 
them limited and ſet, they meet and afſemble themſelves 
together, to elect and chooſe certain deputies to be at the 
general court then following, to agitate the affairs of the 
commonwealth, which ſaid deputies ſhall be choſen by 
all that are admitted inhabitants in the ſeveral towns, and 
have taken the oath of fidelity ; provided, that none be 
choſen a deputy for any general court which is not a free- 
man of this commonwealth : 'The aforeſaid deputy ſhall 
be choſen in manner following; every perſon that is pre- 
ſent and qualified, as before expreſſed, ſhall bring the 
names of ſuch, written on ſeveral papers, as they deſire 
to have choſen, for that employment ; and thoſe three 
or four, more or leſs, being the number agreed on to be 
choſen, for that time, that have the greateſt number of 
papers written for them, ſhall be deputies for that court ; 


whoſe names ſhall be indorſed on the back fide of the 
warrant, and returned into the court with the conſtable 


or conſtables hand unto the ſame. 

VIII. Ir is ordered, ſentenced, and decreed, that 
Windſor, Hartford, and Wethersfield ſhall have power, 
each town, to ſend four of their freemen as their deputies, 
to every general court ; and whatſoever other towns ſhall 
be hereafter added to this juriſdiction, they ſhall ſend fo 
many deputies as the court ſhall judge meet; a reaſon- 
able proportion to the number of freemen that are in ſaid 


© towns, being to be attended therein; which deputies ſhall 


have the power of the whole town to give their votes, 


| : and allowance to all ſuch laws and orders, as may be for 
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the public good, and unto which the ſaid towns are to be 
bound. | 

IX. Ir is ordered, ſentenced, and decreed, that the 
deputies, thus choſen, ſhall have power and liberty to 
appoint a. time and a place of meeting together, before 
any general court, to adviſe and conſult of all ſuch things 
as may concern the good of the public; as alſo to exam. 
ine their own elections, whether according to the order; 
and if they or the greateſt part of them find any election 
to be illegal, they may ſeclude ſuch for the prefent from 
their meeting, and return the ſame and their reaſons tc 
the court; and if it prove true the court may fine the 
party or parties ſo intruding, upon the town, if they ſec 
cauſe, and give out a warrant to go to a new election in 
a legal way, either in part or in whole; alſo the ſaid dep. 
uties ſhall have power to fine any that ſhall be diſorderly 
at their meeting, or for not coming in due time ar place, 
according to appointment; and they may return faid 


fine into the court, if it be refuſed to be paid, and the 


treaſurer to take notice of it, and to eſtreat or levy the 
ſame as he doth other fines. 

X. IT is ordered, ſentenced, and decreed, that every 
general court (except ſuch as, through neglect of the 
governor and the preateſt part of the magiſtrates, the 
freemen themſelves do call,) ſhall conſiſt of the governor, 
or ſome one choſen to moderate the court, and four oth- 
er magiſtrates at leaſt, with the major part of the depu- 
ties of the ſeveral towns legally choſen z and in caſe th: 
freemen, or the major part of them, through negled 
or refuſal of t e governor and major part of the magi 
trates, ſhall call a court, that ſhall conſiſt of the major part 
of the freemen that are preſent, or their deputies, with a 
moderator choſen by them; in which ſaid general court 
ſhall conſiſt the SUrREME Power of the Commiox- 
WEALTH, and they only ſhall have power to MAXE LAN 
er repeal them, to grant levies, to admit freemen, to diſpoſe 
lands undiſpoſed of, to ſeveral towns or perſons, and allo 
ſhall have power to call other courts, or magiſtrate, 0! 
any other perſon whatſoever, into queſtion for any mil- 
demeanor ;z and may for juſt cauſes diſplace or deal oth- 
erwiſe, according to the nature of the offence ; and alſo 
may deal in any other matter that concerns the good ©! 
this commonwealth, except election of magiſtrates, 
which ſhall be done by the whole body of freemen ; in 
which court the governor or moderator ſhall have power 
to order the court, to give liberty of ſpeech, and filenct 


ND 533 
unreaſonable and diſorderly ſpeaking, to put all things to 
vote, and in caſe the vote be equal to have a caſting voice; 
but none of theſe courts ſhall be adjourned or diſſolved 
without the conſent of the major part of the court. 

XI. IT is ordered, ſentenced, and decred, that when 
any general court, upon the occaſions of the common- 
wealth, have agreed upon any ſum cr ſums of money to 
be levied upon the ſeveral towns within this juriſdiction, 
that a committee be choſen to ſet out and appoint what 
ſhall be the proportion of every town to pay, of the ſaid levy, 
provided the committee be made up of an equal number 
out of each town. 14th January 1638.“ 
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NUMBER V. 


— 


THE fundamental articles, or original conſt tution of the colo- 


ny of New- Haven, Fune 4th, 163g. 


Tas 4th day of the 4th month, called June, 1639, all! 3 ath, 
the free planters aſſembled together in a general meeting, '**?" 
to conſult about ſettling civil government, according to 
Gop, and the nomination of perſons that might be found, 
by conſent of all, fitteſt in all reſpects for the foundation 'F 
work of a church, which was intended to be gathered in | . 
Quinipiack. After ſolemn invocation of the name of 1 
Gov, in prayer for the preſence and help of his ſpirit 
and grace, in thoſe weighty buſineſſes, they were remin- 
ded of the buſineſs whereabout they met, (viz.) for the 
eſtabliſhment of ſuch civil order as might be moſt pleaſ- mW þ 
ing unto Gop, and for the chooſing the fitteſt men for | 
the foundation work of a church to be gathered. For 
the better enabling them to diſcern the mind of Gon, 
and to agree accordingly concerning the eſtabliſhment of 
civil order, Mr. John Davenport propounded divers que- 
ries to them publicly, praying them to conſider ſerioufl 
in the preſence and fear of Gop, the weight of the bu- 
fineſs they met about, and not to be raſh or ſlight in giv- 
ing their votes to things they underſtood not ; but to di- 
geſt fully and thoroughly what ſhould be propounded to 
them, and without reſpect to men, as they ſhould be ſat. 
isfied and perſuaded in their own minds, to give their an- 
ſwers in ſuch ſort as they would be willing ſhould ſtand 
upon record for poſterity. 

Tris being earneſtly preſſed by Mr. Davenport, Mr. 
Robert Newman was intreated to write, in charaCters, 
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and to read diſtinctly and audibly in the hearing of all 
the people, what was propounded and accorded on, that 
it might appear, that all conſented to matters propoun- 
ded, according to words written by him. 

Query I. WHETHER the ſcriptures do hold forth a 
perfect rule for the direction and government of all men 
in all duties which they are to perform to Gop and men, 
as well in families and commonwealth, as in matters of 
the church? This was afſented unto by all, no man diſ- 
ſenting, as was expreſſed by holding up-of hands. After. 
wards it was read over to them, that they might ſee in 
what words their vote was expreſſed. They again exprei- 
ſed their conſent by holding up their hands, no man diſ- 
ſenting. | | 

Query II. WHEREAs there was a covenant ſolemn! 
made by the whole aſſembly of free planters of this plan- 
tation, the firſt day of extraordinary humiliation, which 
we had after we came together, that as in matters that 
concern the gathering and ordering of a church, ſo like- 
wiſe in all public oſſicers which concern civil order, as 
choice of magiſtrates and officers, making and repealing 
laws, dividing allotments of inheritance, and all things of 
like nature, we would all of us be ordered by thoſe rules 
which the ſcripture holds forth to us; this covenant was 
called a plantation covenant, to diſtinguiſh it from a 
church covenant, which could not at that time be made, 
a church not being then gathered, but was deferred till a 
church might be gathered, according to Gon: It was 
demanded whether all the freeplanters do hold themſelves 
bound by that covenant, in all bufinefſes of that nature 
which are expreſſed in the covenant, to ſubmit themſelves 
to be ordered by the rules held forth in the ſcripture ? 

Tals alſo was aſſented unto by all, and no man gain- 
ſayed it; and they did teſtify the ſame by holding up 
their hands, both when it was firſt propounded, and con- 
firmed the ſame by holding up their hands when it was 
read unto them in public. John Clark being abſent, 
when the covenant was made, doth now manifeft his con- 
ſent to it. Alſo Richard Beach, Andrew Law, Good- 
man Baniſter, Arthur Halbridge, John Potter, Robert 
Hill, John Brocket, and John Johnſon, theſe perſons, 
being not admitted planters when the covenant was made, 
do now expreſs their conſent to it. 5 

Query III. Trosz who have deſired to be received as 
free planters, and are ſettled in the plantation, with a 
purpoſe, reſolution and deſire, that they may be admitted 
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into church fellowſhip, according to CHRIS r, as ſoon as 
God ſhall fit them thereunto, were deſired to expreſs it 
by holding up hands. Accordingly all did expreſs this 
to be their defire and purpoſe by holding up their hands 
twice (viz.) at the propoſal of it, and after when theſe 
written words were read unto them. 

Query IV. ALL the free planters were called upon 
to expreſs, whether they held themſelves bound to eſtab- 
liſh ſuch civil order as might beſt conduce to the ſecur- 
ing of the purity and peace of the ordinance to themſelves 
and their poſterity according to Gop ? In anſwer here- 
unto they expreſſed by holding up their hands twice as 
before, that they held themſelves bound to eſtabliſh ſuch 
civil order as might beſt conduce to the ends aforeſaid. 

Trex Mr. Davenport declared unto them, by the ſerip- 
ture, what kind of perſons might beſt be truſted with 
matters of government; and by ſundry arguments from 
ſcripture proved that ſuch men as were deſcribed in Exod. 
xviii. 2, Deut. i. 13, with Deut. xvii. 15, and 1 Cor. vi. 
1, 6, 7, ought to be intruſted by them, ſeeing they were 
free to caſt themſelves into that mould and form of com- 
monwealth which appeared beſt for them in reference to 
the ſecuring the peace and peaceable improvement of all 
CHRIST his ordinances in the church according to Gop, 
whereunto they have bound themſelves, as hath been ac- 
knowledged. 

Havins thus ſaid he ſat down praying the company 
freely to conſider, whether they would have it voted at 
this time or not. After ſome ſpace of filence, Mr. The- 
ophilus Eaton anſwered, it might be voted, and ſome oth- 
ers alſo ſpake to the ſame purpoſe, none at all oppoſing it. 
Then it was propounded to vote. 

Query V. WHETHER free burgeſſes ſhall be choſen 
out of the church members, they that are in the founda- 
tion work of the church being actually free burgeſſes, and 
to chooſe to themſelves out of the like eſtate of church 
fellowſhip, and the power of chooſing magiſtrates and of- 
ficers from among themſelves, and the power of maki 
and repealing laws, according to the word, and the divi- 
ding of inheritances, and deciding of differences that 
may ariſe, and all the buſineſſes of like nature are to be 
tranſacted by thoſe free burgeſſes? This was put to vote 
and agreed unto by lifting up of hands twice, as in the 
former it was done. Then one man ſtood up and expref- 
fed his diſſenting from the reſt in part ; yet granting, 
1. That magiſtrates ſhould be men fearing Gop. 2. That 
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the church is the company where, ordinarily, ſuch mea 
may be expected. 3. That they that chooſe them ought 
to be men fearing Gop; only at this he ſtuck, that free 
planters ought not to give this power out of their hands, 
Another ſtood up and anſwered, that nothing was done, 
but with their conſent. The former anſwered, that all 
the free planters ought to reſume this power into their 
own hands again, if things were not orderly carried. Mr. 
Theophilus Eaton anſwered, that in all places they chooſe 
committees in like manner. The companies in London 
chooſe the liveries by whom the public magiſtrates are 
choſen. In this the reſt are not wronged, becauſe they 


expect, in time, to be of the livery themſelves, and to 


have the ſame power. Some others intreated the former 
to give his arguments and reaſons whereupon he diſſented. 
Herefuſed to do it, and ſaid, they might not rationally de- 
mand it, ſeeing he let the vote paſs on freely and did not 
ſpeak till after it was paſt, becauſe he would not hinder 
what they agreed upon. Then Mr. Davenport, after a 
ſhort relation of ſome former paſſages between them two 
about this queſtion, prayed the company that nothing 
might be concluded by them on this weighty queſtion, 
but what themſelves were perſuaded to be agreeing with 
the mind of Gon, and they had heard what had been 


ſaid ſince the voting ; he intreated them again to conſider 


of it, and put it again to vote as before. Again all of 
them, by holding up their hands, did ſhow their conſent 
as before. And ſome of them confeſſed that, whereas 
they did waver before they came to the aſſembly, they 
were now fully convinced, that it is the mind of Gop. 
One of them ſaid that in the morning before he came 
reading Deut. xvii. 15, he was convinced at home. A- 
nother ſaid, that he came doubting to the aſſembly, but 
he blefſed Gop, by what had been ſaid, he was now fully 
ſatisfied, that the choice of burgeſſes out of church mem- 
bers, and to intruſt thoſe with the power before ſpoken 
of is according to the mind of Gop revealed in the ſcrip- 
tures. All having ſpoken their apprehenſions it was a- 
greed upon, and Mr. Robert Newman was deſired to 
write it as an order whereunto every one, that hereafter 
{ſhould be admitted here as planters, ſhould ſubmit, and 
teſtify the ſame by ſubſcribing their names to the order : 
Namely, that church members only ſhall be free burgeſſes, 
and that they only ſhall chooſe magiſtrates and officers 
among themſelves, to have power of tranſacting all the 
public civil affairs of this plantation; of making and re- 
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pealing laws, dividing of inheritances, deciding of differ- 
ences that may ariſe, and doing all things and buſineſſes 
of like nature. 

Tuls being thus ſettled, as a fundamental agreement 
concerning civil government, Mr. Davenport proceeded 
to propound ſomething to conſideration about the gath- 
ering of a church, and to prevent the blemiſhing of the 
firſt beginnings of the church work, Mr. Davenport ad- 
viſed, that the names of ſuch as were to be admitted 
might be publicly propounded, to the end that they who 
were moſt approved might be choſen; for the town be- 
ing caſt into ſeveral private meetings, wherein they that 
lived neareſt together gave their accounts one to another 
of Gop's gracious work upon them, and prayed together 
and conferred to their mutual edification, ſundry of them 
had knowledge one of another; and in every meeting 
ſome one was more approved of all than any other; for 
this reaſon and to prevent ſcandals, the whole compan 
was intreated to conſider whom they found fitteſt to nom- 
inate for this work. | 

Query VI. WHETHER are you all willing and do a- 
gree in this, that twelve men be choſen, that their fitneſs 

or the foundation work may be tried ; however there 
may be more named yet it may be in their power who 
are choſen to reduce them to twelve, and that it be in 
the power of thoſe twelve to chooſe out of themſelves 
ſeven, that ſhall be moſt approved of by the major part, 
to begin the church ? 

THis was agreed upon by conſent of all, as was ex- 
preſſed by holding up of hands, and that ſo many as 
ſhould be thought fit for the foundation work of the 
church, ſhall be propounded by the plantation, and writ- 
ten down and paſs without exception, unleſs oy had 
given public ſcandal or offence. Yet ſo as in caſe of pub- 
lic ſcandal or offence, every one ſhould have liberty to 
propound their exception, at that time, publicly againſt 
any man, that ſhould be nominated, when all their names 
ſhould be writ down. But if the offence were private, 
that mens names might be tendered, ſg many as were 
offended were intreated to deal with the offender pri- 
vately, and if he gave not fatisfaCtion to bring the matter 
to the twelve, that they might conſider of it impartially 
and in the fear of Gop. 
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1644. 


l 
NUMBER V. . 


THE firſt agreement with George Fenwick, Eſquire, 1644, 


ARTICLES of agreement made and concluded betwixt 
George Fenwick, Eſq. of Saybrook fort, on the one 
part, and Edward Hopkins, John Haynes, John Ma. 
ſon, John Steele and James Booſy, for and on the be- 
half of the juriſdiction of ConneCticut river, on the 
other part, the 5th of December 1644. 

THE ſaid George Fenwick, Eſq. doth, by theſe pref. 
ents, convey and make over to the uſe and for the behoof 
of the juriſdiction of Connecticut river aforeſaid, the fort 
at Saybrook, with the appurtenances hereafter mention- 
ed, to be enjoyed by them forever. TWO demiculvering 
caſt pieces, with all the ſhot thereunto appertaining, ex- 
cept fifty, which are referved for his own uſe; two 
long ſaker caſt pieces with all the ſhot thereunto belong. 
ing; one murderer with two chambers and two han- 
mered pieces; two barrels of gun powder, forty mul. 
kets, with bandoleers and reſts, as alſo four carabines, 
fwords, and ſuch irons as are there for a draw bridge; 
one ſow of lead, and irons for the carriages of ordinance, 
and all the houſing within the palliſado. 

IT is alſo provided and agreed, betwixt the ſaid parties, 
that all the land upon the river of Connecticut ſhall be- 
long to the ſaid juriſdiction of Connecticut, and ſuch 
lands as are yet undiſpoſed of ſhall be ordered and given 
out by a committee of five, whereof George Fenwick, 
Eiq aforeſaid is always to be one. 

IT is further provided and agreed, that the town of 
Saybrook ſhall be carried on according to ſuch agree- 
ments, and in that way which is already followed there, 
and attended betwixt Mr. Fenwick and the inhabitants 
there. 

Ir is alſo provided and agreed, betwixt the ſaid par- 
ties, that George Fenwick, Eſq. ſhall have liberty to 
dwell in, or make uſe of any or all the houſing belonging 
to the ſaid fort, for the ſpace of ten years; he keeping 
thoſe which he makes uſe of in ſufficient repair (extraor- 
dinary caſualties excepted ;) and in caſe he remove his 
dwelling to any other place that he ſhould give half a 
year's warning thereof, that proviſion may be madr ac- 
cordingly; only it is agreed that there ſhall be ſome con- 
venient part of the houſing reſerved for a gunuer, and 
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his family to live in, if the juriſdiction ſec fit to ſettle one 
there. 
Ir is further provided and agreed, betwixt the ſaid 
parties, that George Fenwick, Eſq. ſhall enjoy to his own 
proper uſe, theſe particulars following. _ 

1ſt. THE houſe near adjoining to the wharf, with the 
wharf and an acre of ground thereunto belonging; pro- 
vided that the ſaid acre of ground take not up above eight 
rods in breadth by the water ſide. | 

2d. THE point of land and the marſh lying under the 
barn already built by the ſaid George Fenwick. | 

d. THe iſland commonly called fix mile iſland, with 

the meadow thereunto adjoining, on the eaſt fide the 
river, 

4th. Tae ground adjoining to the town field which is 
already taken off and incloſed with three rails, by the ſaid 
George Fenwick; only there is liberty granted to the 
ſaid juriſdiction, if they ſee fit, to build a fort upon the 
weſtern point, whereunto there ſhall be allowed an acre 
of ground for a houſe lot. 

5th IT is alſo provided and agreed, that the ſaid George 
Fenwick, Eſq. ſhall have free warren in his own land, 
and liberty for a floater for his own occaſions; :s allo 
the like liberty is reſerved for any others of the adventu- 
rers, that may come unto theſe parts, with a double houſe 
lot in ſuch place where they make choice to ſettle their 
abode. 

ALL the forementioned grants /except before excepted) 
the ſaid George Fenwick, Eſq. doth engage himſelf to 
make good to the juriſdiction aforeſaid, againſt all claims 
that may be made, by any other to the premiſes by reaſon 
of any diſburſements made upon the place. | 
. THe ſaid George Fenwick doth alio promiſe, that all 
the lands from Narrayanſet river to the fort of Saybrook, 
mentioned in « patent granted by the Earl of Warwick 
to certain nobles and gentlemen, ſhall fall in under the 
Juriſdiction of Connecticut, if it come into his power. 
For and in regard of the premiſes, and other good conſid- 
erations, the ſaid Edward Hopkins, John Haynes, John 
Maſon, John Steele, and James Booſy, authorized thereun- 
to, by the general court for the juriſdiction of Connecti- 
Cut, do, in behalf of the ſaid juriſdiction, promiſe and a- 
gree, to and with the ſaid George Fenwick, Eſq. that for 
and during the ſpace of ten full and complete years, to 
begin from the firſt of March next enſuing the date of 


theſe preſents, there ſhall be allowed and paid to the ſaid 
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George Fenwick or his aſſigns, the particular ſums here. 
after following. 

1ſt. Eacn buſhel of corn, of all ſorts, or meal that 
ſhall paſs out of the river's mouth, ſhall pay two pence 
per buſhel. 

2d. Every hundred of biſcuit that ſhall in like man- 
ner paſs out of the river's mouth ſhall pay fix pence. 

3d. Each milk cow, and mare of three years or up- 
wards, within any of the towns or farms upon the river, 
ſhall pay twelve pence per annum during the foreſaid 
term. 

4th. Eacn hog or fow, that is killed by any particular 


perſon, within the limits of the river and the juriſdiction 


aforeſaid, to be improved either for his own particular 
uſe, or to make market of, ſhall in like manner pay 
twelve pence per annum. 

5th. Each hogſhead of beaver, traded out of this ju- 
riſdiction, and paſſed by water down the river, ſhall pay 
twenty ſhillings. 

6th. Eacn pound of beaver, traded within the limits 
of the river, hah pay two pence. Only it 1s provided, 
that in caſe the general trade with the Indians, now in 
agitation, proceed, this tax upon beaver, mentioned in 
this and the foregoing articles, ſhall fall. 

- 5th. Tre ſaid committee, by the power aforeſaid, 
conſent and agree, to and with the ſaid George Fenwick, 
Eſq. that he, the ſaid George Fenwick, and his heirs, 
ſhall be free of any impoſitions or cuſtoms, that may 
hereafter, by tlie juriſdiction, be impoſed at the fort. 

IT is agreed, that the aforeſaid payments ſhall be made 
in manner following. What ſhall be due from the grain 
that is exported ſha]l be paid in grain, according to the 
proportion of the ſeveral kinds of grain that do paſs away 
at the common current price; neither attending ſuch 
prices on the one hand, that the court may ſet ; nor yet 
on the other hand, ſuch as corn may be ſold at, through 
the neceſſities of men. And in caſe of any difference, 
then the price ſhall be ſet by two good men, the one cho- 
ſen by Mr, Fenwick, and the other by the court. What 
ſhall be due otherwiſe ſhall be paid in beaver, wampum, 
barley, wheat or peaſe; the former conſideration for 
the price, to be herein alſo attended. And it is provided 
and agreed, that a ſtrict order and courſe ſhall be taken 
in obſerving what grain is put a board any veſſel that go- 
eth down the river, from any of the towns. And due 


notice being taken thereof, every boat or veſſel ſhall be 
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enjoined to take a note of ſome perſon deputed by the 
court in each town, what quantities and kinds of grain 
are aboard the ſaid veſſel: And to deliver to Mr. Fen- 
wick, or his aſſigns, at Saybrook, ſo much as will be due 
to him according to the forementioned agreements. 
And likewiſe, for the other payments, due care ſhall be 
taken, that they be made at the place aforeſaid, in as 
convenient a way as may comfortably be attended, and 
that all indirect courſes be prevented, whereby the true 
intent and meaning of theſe agreements may be evaded. 
In witneſs whereof the parties before mentioned have 
hereunto put their hands, the day and year aboveſaid. 
EpwarD HorkIN«s. 
JohN HAxNxs. 

JohN Maso. 

Joan STEELE. 

James Boosy.* 


N UM B.E -R: VI. 


GrokGce FENWICK. 


7H ſecond agreement with George Fenwick, Eſquire, Feb- 
ruary 17th, 1646. 


IT was agreed betwixt Edward Hopkins, on the be- 
half of George Fenwick, Eſq. and John Cullick, John 
Talcott, John Porter, and Henry Clark, James Booſy, 
and Samuel Smith, on the behalf of the juriſdiction of 
Connecticut, that the agreement formerly made with 
Mr. Fenwick, ſhall be afterwards, and what was to be 
received by him according to that, reduced to the terms 
Hereafter expreſſed. Viz. There ſhall yearly, for ten 
years, be paid to Mr. Fenwick, or his aſſigns, one hund- 
red and eighty pounds per annum, to be paid every year 
before the laſt of June, as it ſhall be required by the aſ- 
ſigns of the ſaid George Fenwick, either to ſuch veſſels as 
{hall be appointed, or to ſuch houſe or houſes, in Weth- 
ersfield or Hartford, as he ſhall direct and order. To 
be paid one third in good wheat, at 4/ per buſhel, one 
third in peaſe at 3/ per buſhel, one third in rye or barley 
at 3/per buſhel : And if rye or barley be not paid, then 
to pay it in wheat and peaſe, in an equal proportion; and 
this preſent year ſome Indian corn ſhall be accepted; 
but as little as may be. Alſo there is to be received by 
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the ſaid George Fenwick what is due from Springfield, 
for the foreſaid term of ten years. As alſo what elſe 
may be due upon the beaver trade, accordivg to the for- 
mer agreement with him. Alſo whereas the town of 
Saybrook is to pay in this ſum of {180, for this year, 
L 10, when that town increaſeth, ſo as they pay a greater 
proportion in other rates in reference to what theſe 
towns, Windſor, Hartford, Wethersfield, and Farming. 
ton do pay, they ſhall increaſe their pay to Mr. Fenwick 
accordingly. Alſo whereas Mattabeeſeck may hereafter 
be planted, they ſhall pay unto Mr. Fenwick in the ſame 
proportion they pay other rates, to theſe towns. "Theſe 
four towns being accounted at one hundred and ſeventy 
pounds.“ | 

EDWARD HoPKINS. Joun TaLcortrT. 

JohN CULLICK. 


NUMBER VII. 


PETITION to his majeſty, King Charles II. 1661, for char- 
ter privileges. | 


The humble petition of the general court, at Hartford 
upon Connecticut, in New-England, to the high 

and mighty Prince CHARLEs the ſecond, humbly ſhew- 
ing. 

TH AT whereas your petitioners have not had, for ma- 
ny years paſt, ſince their pofſeſhon and inhabiting theſe 
weſtern and inland parts of this wilderneſs, any oppor- 
tunity, by reaſon of the calamities of the Jate Gd times, 
to ſeek for, and obtain ſuch grants, by letters patents from 
your excellent majeſty, their ſovereign lord and king, as 
might aſſure them of {ſuch liberties and privileges, and 
ſuthcient powers, as might encourage them to, go on 
through all difficulties, hazards and expenſes, in ſo great 
a work of plantation, in a place ſo remote from the chriſ- 
tian world, and a deſert ſo diſſicultly ſubdued, and no 
way improveable for ſubſiſtence, but by great coſt and 
hard labor, with much patience and cares. 

AND whereas beſides the great charge that hath been 
expended by our fathers and ſome of their aſſociates yet 
ſurviving, about the purchaſes, building, fortifying, and 
other matters, of culturing and improving to a condition 
of ſafety and ſubſiſtence, in the places of our preſent a- 


*® Records of the colony of Connecticut, Fol. Vol. II. p. 63. 
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bode, among the heathen, whereby there is a conſidera- 

ble and real addition to the honor and enlargement of his 

majeſty's dominion, by the ſole diſburſements of his ma- 
jeſty's ſubjeCts here; of their own proper eſtates, they 

. laid out a very great ſum for the purchaſing a juriſ- 
diction right of Mr. George Fenwick, which they were 
given to underſtand was derived from true royal author- 
ity, by letters patent, to certain lords and gentlemen there- 
in nominated, a copy whereof was produced before the 
commiſſioners of the colonies, and approved by them, as 
appears by their records, a copy whereof is ready to be 
preſented at your majeſty's command, though, either by 
fire at an houſe where it had been ſometimes kept, or 
ſome other accident, is now loſt, with which your poor 
ſubjects, were rather willing to have contented them- 
ſelves, in thoſe afflicting times, than to ſeek for power 
or privileges, from any other than their lawful prince and 
ſovereign. 

Mar it therefore pleaſe your moſt gracious and excel- 
lent majeſty, to confer upon your humble petitioners, 
who unanimouſly do implore your highneſs's favor and 
grace therein, thoſe liberties, rights, authorities, and priv- 
ileges, which were granted by the atorementioned letters 
patent, to certain lords and gentlemen ſo purchaſed as a- 
foreſaid, or which were enjoyed from thoſe letters pa- 
tent, granted to the Maſſachuſetts plantation, by our fa- 
thers, and ſome of us yet ſurviving, when there, in our 
beginning inhabiting 3 and upon which thoſe large en- 
couragements, liberties, * privileges, ſo great a tranſ- 
plantation from our dear England was undertaken, and 
ſuppoſed to be yet our inheritance, till the running of 
that weſtern line, the bounded limits of thoſe letters pa- 
tent, did ſince our removal thence, determine our lot to 
be fallen without the limits of that ſo bounded authority. 

Mar it pleaſe your majeſty graciouſly to beſtow upon 
your humble ſupplicants, ſuch royal munificence, accor- 
ding to the tenor of a draft or inſtrument, which is ready 
here to be tendered at your gracious order. 

\ Anxp whereas, beſides thoſe many other great diſburſe- 
ments as aforeſaid, in proſecution of this wilderi-eſs work, 
your poor petitioners were forced to maintain a War a- 
gainſt one nation of the heathens, that did much inter- 

> Tupt the beginnings of your ſervants, by many bloody and 

# * Heſtile acts, whereby divers of our dear countrymen were 

2 treacherouſly deſtroyed, and have alſo been ever ſince, 

And are ſlil, at much charge in keeping ſuch a correſ- 
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pondence of peace and amity with the divers ſorts of the 
heathen nations, that are round about your plantations 
thus far extended into the bowels of the country, beſides 
the maintenance of all public charges for church and 
civil affairs, which are very great in reſpect of our great 
poverty. | 

Mar it pleaſe your moſt excellent majeſty, out of your 
princely bounty, to grant ſuch an immunity from cuſtoms 
as may encourage the merchants to ſupply our neceſſities 
in ſuch commodities as may be wanting here, for which 
we have neither ſilver nor gold to pay, but the ſupply in 
that kind may enable, in due time, to ſearch the bowels 
of the earth for ſome good minerals, whereof there ſeems 
to be fair probabilities, or produce ſome ſuch other ſtaple 
commodities, as may in future time appear to be good ef- 
fects of your majeſty's goodneſs and bounty. If your 
poor colony may find this gracious acceptance with your 
majeſty, as to grant their humble defire, whereby they 
may be encouraged to go on cheerfully and ſtrenuouſly in 
their plantation buſineſs, in hope of a comfortable ſettle- 
ment for themſelves and their poſterity, that under your 
royal protection they may proſper in this deſert; they 
ſhall, as is their acknowledged duty, ever pray for your 
great tranquillity and perpetual happineſs ; and humbly 
craving leave they ſubſcribe themſelves your majeſty's 
loyal ſubjects and ſervants the general court of the colony 
of Connecticut in New-England, per their order ſigned.“ 

DaxIEL CLARK, Secretary. 


January 7th, 1661. 
NUMBER VIII. 
THE letter of Connecticut to Lord Say and Seal, une 7, 1661. 


RIGHT HONORABLE, 

THE former encouragements that our fathers, and 
ſome of their yet ſurviving aſſociates, received from your 
honor to tranſplant themſelves and families into theſ: in- 
land parts of this vaſt wilderneſs, where (as we have been 

iven to underſtand) your honor was, and as we conceive 
and hope are ſtill intereſted, by virtue of patent power 
and authority, doth not only perſuade us, but aſſure us 
of your patronage and favor, in that which may come 
within your power, wherein our comfort and ſettlement, 


* Old Book of Patents, Letters, &c. p. 12—14. 
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znd the well being of our poſterity and the whole colony, 
both in civil and eccleſiaſtical policy, is ſo deeply con- 
cerned : Honorable Sir, not long after that ſome perſons 
of note amongſt us, and well known to yourſelf, whoſe 


names in that reſpect we forbear to write, had ſettled 


upon this river of Connecticut, and ſome plantations up 
the river were poſſeſſed, and in ſome meaſure improved, 
Mr. George Fenwick took poſſeſſion of Saybrook fort, 
there reſiding for certain or ſeveral years; at length he 
was moved, for ends beſt known to himſelf, to return to 
England, and thereupon propounded by himſelf, our a- 
gent, the ſale of the fort, with the houſing there, and 
ſeveral appurtenances, together with all the lands on the 
river, and ſo to the Narraganſett Bay, with juriſdiction 
power to this colony,which was exceedingly oppoſed by 
ſeveral amongſt us, whom ſome of us have heard to affirm 
that ſuch a thing would be very diſtaſteful to your honor, 
with the reſt of the noble patentees, who had very boun- 
tiful intentions to this colony ; nevertheleſs, though there 
was a ſtop for the preſent, yet in ſome ſhort time (God 
removing ſome from us by death, that were inte- 
reſted in the hearts and affections of ſeveral of thoſe no- 
bles and gentlemen the patentees in England) the buſi- 
neſs of purchaſe was revived by Mr. Fenwick and ex- 
preſſions to this purpoſe given out by him, or his agents 
or both; that he had power to diſpoſe of the premiſes, 
the reſt of the patentees deſerting, it fell into his hands 
by agreement, and in caſe the towns on the river refuſed 
to comply with ſuch terms as he propoſed for the pur- 
chaſing of the ſaid fort, &c. it was frequently reported 
that he purpoſed either to impoſe cuſtoms on the river 
or make ſale thereof to the Dutch our noxious neighbours; 
at laſt for our peace, and ſettlement, and ſecurity, (as 
we hoped) we made, by our committee, an agreement 
with the ſaid Mr. Fenwick, a copy whereof is ready to be 
preſented unto your honor, which coſt this river one 
thouſand fix hundred pounds or thereabouts, wherein 
your honor may ſee the great abuſe that we received at 
Mr. Fenwick's hands, he receiving a vaſt ſum from a poor 
people, and we ſcarcely at all advantaged thereby, nay 
we judge our condition worſe than if we had contented 
ourſelves with the patronage of the grand patentees, for 
we have not ſo much as a copy of a patent to ſecure our 
ſtanding as a commonwealth, nor to enſure us of the con- 
tinuance of our rights and privileges and immunities 
X X 
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which we thought the juriſdiction power and authority, 
which Mr. Fenwick had engaged to us, and we paid for 
at a dear rate, nor any thing under his hand to engage 
him and his heirs, to the performance of that which was 
aimed at and intended in our purchaſe : the lands up the 
river, for a long tract, the Maſſachuſetts colony doth 
challenge, and have run the line, which as they ſay, falls 
into one of our towns; on the other ſide towards Narra- 
ganſet, we know not how to claim being deſtitute of pa- 
tent and a copy to decide the bounds. Be pleaſed, noble 
fir, to conſider our condition, who have taken upon us 
this boldneſs to addreſs to his majeſty, our ſovereign 
Lord, and to petition his grace and favor towards us, in 
granting us the continuance of his protection and the 
continuance of thoſe privileges and immunities, that we 
have hitherto enjoyed in this remote weſtern part of the 
world ; and likewiſe for a patent whereby we may be en- 
couraged and ſtrengthened in our proceedings. Right 
honorable, our humble requeſt to yourſelf is, that you 
would be pleaſed to countenance our enterpriſe, and ſo 
far to favor us as to counſel and adviſe our agent who is 
to repreſent this poor colony, and to act in our behalf, 
John Winthrop, Eſq. our honored governor, whom we 
have commiſſioned and alſo directed to await your hon- 
or's pleaſure for advice and counſel, both reſpecting our 
petition to the king's —_—_ as alſo reſpecting the caſe 
forementioned, that if there be any relief for us, we may 
not loſe ſuch a conſiderable ſum of money, and be expo- 
ſed to further expenſe for the obtaining a patent. If we 
may find this favor with your honor to afford your advice 
and counſel, and helpfulneſs to bring to paſs our deſires, 
we ſhall ſtill acknowledge your enlarged bounty and fa- 
vorable reſpect to us and ours, and ever pray an inunda- 
tion of mercies may flow in upon your lordſhip from the 
AUTHOR and FOUNTAIN of bleſſing. With all due reſ- 
pects, we ſubſcribe, fir your lordſhip's humble ſervants, 
the general aſſembly of the colony of Connecticut. Per 
their order ſigned. 
Per DANIEL CLARK, Secretary“ 


* Old book of letters, &c. p. 9—11, 


* C0 ˙ . OS ION 


l 547 1 
NUMBER IX. 


LETTER of Lord Say and Seal to Governor Winthrop, De- December | 
cember 117th, 1661, 11, 1661. | 


MR. WINTHROP, 

I RECEIVED your letter, by Mr. Richards, and I 
would have been glad to have had an opportunity of be- 
ing at London myſelf, to have done you and my good 
friends, in New-England, the beſt ſervice I could; but 
my weakneſs hath been ſuch, and my old diſeaſe of the 
gout falling upon me, I did deſire leave not to come up 
this winter, but I have wrote to the Earl of Mancheſter, 
lord chamberlain of his majeſty's houſehold, to give you 
the beſt aſſiſtance he may; and indeed he is a noble and 
a worthy lord, and one that loves thoſe that are godly. 
And he and I did join together, that our godly friends of 
New-England might enjoy their juſt rights and liberties z 
and this Colonel Crowne, who, I hear, is ſtill in London, 
can fully inform you. Concerning that of Connecticut, 
Jam not able to remember all the particulars ; but I have 
written to my lord chamberlain, that when you ſhall at- 
tend him, (which I think will be beſt for you to do, and 
therefore I have incloſed a letter to him, in yours) that 
you may deliver it, and I have deſired him to acquaint 
you where you may ſpeak with Mr. Jeſup, who, when 
we had the patent, was our clerk, and he I believe, is a- 
ble to inform you beſt about it, and I have deſired my 
lord to wiſh him ſo to do, I do think he is now in 
London. My love remembered unto you, I ſhall remain, 

Your very loving friend, 
W. Sar and SEAL. 


NUMBER X. 


LETTER of New- Haven to Connecticut, November 5 th, 1662. ws 5 
1662. 


HoOoNORED GENT. | 
WE have heard both the patent and that writing read, | 
which thoſe gentlemen (who ſaid they were ſent from | 


your general aſſembly) left with our committee, and have 
conſidered the contents according to our capacities. B 
the one we take notice of their declared ſenſe of the pa- | 
tent, and alſo of your deſire of our uniting with your- 
ſelves upon that account, by the other, we underſtand, 
that his majeſty hath been graciouſly pleaſed (at your | 
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earneſt petition) to grant liberty to the colony of Connect. 
icut, to acquire, have, poſſeſs, purchaſe, &c. whatever 
lands, &c. you have gained or ſhall gain by lawful means 
within the precincts or lines therein mentioned: And al- 
ſo, of his abundant grace, to allow and eſtabliſh you to 
be one body politick for managing all your public affairs 
and government, in a religious and peaceable manner, to 
the intents and purpoſes by his majeſty, and the adven- 
turers therein profeſſed, over all perſons, matters and 
things ſo gained by purchaſe or eonqueſt at your own 
proper colts and charges, according as yourſelves inform. 
ed you had already done. Now whatever is ſo yours we 
have neither purpoſe noc deſire to oppoſe, hurt or hinder 
in the leaſt ; But what ourſelves (by like lawful means) 
have attained as to inheritances, or juriſdiction, as a diſ- 


tinct colony, upon our moſt ſolemn and religious cove- 


nants, fo well known to his majeſty, and to all, we mult 
ſay that we do not find in the patent any command given 
to you, nor prohibition to us, to diſſolve covenants, or 
alter the orderly ſettlements of New-England, nor any 
{ufficient reaſon, why we may not ſo remain to be as for- 
merly; alſo your beginning to procure, and proceeding 
to improve the patent without us, doth confirm this be- 
lief; but rather it ſeems that a way is left open to us to 
petition for the like favor, and to enter our appeal from 
your declared ſenſe of the patent, and ſignify our griev- 
ances. Vet if it ſhall appear (after a due and full infor- 
mation of our ſtate) to have been his majeſty's pleaſure 
ſo to unite us, as you underſtand the patent, we muſt 
ſubmit according to Gop; but, for the preſent, we can- 
not anſwer otherwiſe than our committee hath done, and 
likewiſe to make the fame requeſt unto you, that we 
may remain diſtinct as formerly, and may be ſuccoured 
by you as confederates; at leaſt, that none occaſion be 
given by yourſelves for any to diſturb us in our ancient 
ſettlements, until that, either by the honored Mr. Win- 
throp, by our other confederates, or from his majeſty we 
may be reſolved herein : All which means are in our 
thoughts to uſe, except you prevent, for the gaining of 2 
right underſtanding, and to bring a peaceable iſſue or re- 
concilement of this matter; and we wiſh you had better 
conſidered than to act fo ſuddenly, to ſeclude us from pa- 
tent privileges at firſt, if we are included, as you ſay, and 
to have ſo proceeded ſince, as may ſeem to give advantage 
unto diſaffeCted perſons to ſlight or diſregard oaths and 


covenants, and thereby to rend and make divifion, manage 
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contention and troubles in the townſhips and ſocieties of 
this colony, and that about religious worſhips, as the in- 
cloſed complaint may declare, which ſeems to us a great 
ſcandal to religion before the natives, and prejudicial to 
his majeſty's pious intention, as alfo to hold forth a ſeries 
of means very oppoſite to the end pretended, and very 
much obſcured from the beauty of ſuch a religious and 
peaceable walking among Engliſh brethren, as may either 
invite the natives to the chriſtian faith or unite our ſpir- 
its in this juncture; and this occaſion given before any 
conviction tendered, or publication of the patent among 
us, or ſo much as a treaty with us in a chriſtian, neigh- 
bourly way. No pretence for our diſſolution of govern- 
ment till then could 1 be imagined. Such car- 
riage may ſeem to be againſt the advice and mind of his 
majeſty in the patent; as alſo of your honored governor, 
and to caſt reflection upon him, when we compare theſe 
things with his letters to ſome here, for the avoidin 
whereof we earneſtly requeſt that the whole of what he 
hath written to yourſelves, ſo far as it may reſpect us in 
this buſineſs, may be fully communicated to our view in 
a true copy or tranſcript of the ſame. We muſt pro- 
feſs ourſelves grieved hereat, and muſt deſire and expect 
your effeetual endeavours to repair theſe breaches, and 
reſtore us to our formet condition as confederates, until 
that by all, or ſome of theſe ways intimated we may at- 
tain a clear reſolution in this matter. Unto what we 
have herein propounded we ſhall add, that we do not in 
the leaſt intend any diſlike to his majeſty's act, but ſhow 
our ſenſe of your actings firſt and laſt ſo much to our 
detriment, and to manifeſt the conſequent effects to 
God's diſhonor, as alſo to give you to know how we un- 
derſtand the patent, hoping that you will both candidly 
conſtrue, and friendly comply, with our defires herein, 
and ſo remove the cauſe of our diſtraction and fad afflic- 
tion, that you have brought upon this poor colony ; then 
ſhall we forbear to give you further trouble, and ſhall 
pray to the Gop of ſpirits to grant us all humility, and to 
guide us by his heavenly wiſdom to a happy iſſue of this 
affair in love and peace. Reſting 
Gent. your very loving friends and neighbours, 
he freemen of the colony of New-Haven. 

Per James Biſhop, Secretary, In the name and by order 


and conſentof the committee and freemen of New-Ha- 
ven colony. 
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AP T ND. 
NUMBER XI. 


NEw-HAFYEN'S remonſtrance againſt Connecticut, May 6th, 
1663. 


GENT. 

THE proſeſſed grounds and ends of your and our com- 
ing into theſe parts are not unknown, being plainly ex- 
prefſed in the prologue to that ſolemn confederation en- 
tered into by the four colonies of New-England, printed 
and publiſhed to the world, viz. to advance the kingdom 
of our LorD Jesus CHRIST, and to enjoy the liberties of 
the goſpel in purity with peace, for which we left our 
dear native country, and were willing to undergo the 
difficulties we have ſince met with, in this wilderneſs, 
yet freſh in our remembrance; being the only ends we 
ſtill purſue, having hitherto found by experience ſo much 
of the preſence of Gop with us, and of his goodneſs and 
compaſſion towards us in fo doing, for theſe many years. 
Yet conſidering how unanſwerable our returns have been 
to Gop, how unfruitful, unthankful, and unholy under 
ſo much means of grace, and ſuch liberties we cannot but 
lament the fame, judge ourſelves, and juſtify Gop, ſhould 
he now at laſt (after ſo long patience towards us) bring 
deſolating judgments upon us, and make us drink. of the 
dregs of that cup of indignation, he hath put into the 
hands of his people in other parts of the world, or ſuffer 
ſuch contentions (in juſt diſpleaſure) to ariſe among us, 
as may haſten our calamity, and increaſe our wo; which 
we pray the Lord in mercy to prevent. And whereas 
in the purſuance of the ſaid ends, and upon other reli- 
gious and civil conſiderations, as the ſecurity of the inte- 
reſt of each colony, within itſelf in ways of righteouſneſs 
and peace, and all, and every of the ſaid colonies from 
the Indians and other enemies, they did judge it to be 
their bounden duty, for mutual ſtrength and helpfulneſs, 
for the future in all their ſaid concernments to enter into 
a conſociation among themſelves, thereupon fully agreed 
and concluded by and between the parties or juriſdictions, 
in divers and ſundry articles, and at laſt ratified as a per- 
petual confederation by their ſeveral ſubſcriptions : 
Whereunto we conceived ourſelves bound to adhere un- 
til with ſatisfaction to our judgments and conſciences, we 
{ce our duty, with the unanimous conſent of the confed- 
erates orderly to recede leaving the iſſue unto the moſt 
wile and righteous Gop. As for the patent, upon your 
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petition, granted to you by his majeſty, as Connecticut 
colony, ſo far and in that ſenſe we object not againſt it, 
much leſs againſt his majeſty's act in ſo doing, the fame 
being a real encouragement to other of his ſubjects to 
obtain the like favor, upon their humble petition to his 
royal highneſs, in the proteCtion of their perſons and 
purchaſed rights and intereſts, is alſo a ground of hope 
to us. But if the line of your patent doth circumſcribe 
this colony by your contrivement, without our cognizance 
or conſent, or regard to the ſaid confederation, on your 
parts, we have, and muſt {till teſtify againſt it, as not con- 
ſiſtent (in our judgment) with brotherly love, righteouſ- 
neſs and peace: And that this colony (for ſo long time 
a confederate juriſdiction, diſtinct from yours and the 
other colonies) is taken in under the adminiſtration of the 
ſaid patent, in your hands, and ſo its former being diſſol- 
ved and diſtinction ceaſing, there being no one line or 
letter, in the patent, expreſling his majeſty's pleaſure that 
way. Although it is your ſenſe of it, yet we cannot ſo 
apprehend ; of which we having already given our grounds 
at large in writing, we ſhall not need to ſay much more; 
nor have we met with any argumentative or rational con- 
victions from you, nor do we yet ſee cauſe to be of a- 
nother mind. 

As for your proceedings upon pretence of the patent 
towards us, or rather againſt us, in taking in ſundry of 
the inhabitants of this colony under your protection and 

overnment, who, as you ſay, offered themſelves, from 
which a good conſcience, and the obligation under which 
moſt of them ſtood to this colony, ſhould have reſtrained 
them, without the conſent of the body of this colony firſt 
had, and in concurrence with them, upon mature delibe- 
ration and conviction of duty yet wanting, we cannot but 
again teſtify againſt as diſorderly in them, and which ad- 
miſſion, on your parts, we conceive, your chriſtian pru- 
dence might have eaſily ſuſpended, for prevention of that 
great offence to the conſciences cf your confederate breth- 
ren, and thoſe ſad conſequences which have followed, 
diſturbing the peace of our towns, deſtroying our com- 
forts, hazard of our lives and liberties, by their frequent 
threats and unſufferable provoci tions, hath been, and is 


with us, matter of complaint both to Gop and man; eſpe- 


cially when we conſider, that thus you admitted them 
and put power into their hands, before you had made 
any overture to us, or had any treaty with us, about ſo 
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weighty a buſineſs, as if you were in haſte to make us 
miſerable, as indeed, in theſe things, we are at this day. 

And ſeeing upon the anſwer returned to your propoſi- 
tions made by you afterwards, of joining with you in 


2 government, finding ourſelves ſo already difmem- 


red, and the weighty grounds and reaſons we then 
preſented to you, we could not prevail ſo far with you, 
as to procure a reſpite of your further proceedings until 
Mr. Winthrop's return from England, or the grant of 
any time that way, which was thought but reaſonable by 
ſome of yourſelves, and the like ſeldom denied in war to 
very enemies, we ſaw it then high time and neceſſary 
(fearing theſe beginnings) to appeal unto his majeſty, and 
ſo we did, concluding according to the law of appeals, in 
all caſes and among all nations, that the ſame, upon your 
allegiance to his majeſty, would have obliged you to for- 
bear all further proceſs in this buſineſs; for our oun 
parts reſolving (notwithſtanding all that we had formerly 
ſuffered) to ſit down patient under the ſame, waiting up- 
on Gop for the iſſue of our ſaid appeal. But ſeeng that 
notwithſtanding all that we had preſented to you by word 
and writing, notwithſtanding our appeal to his majeſty, 
notwithſtanding all that we have ſuffered (by means ot 
that power you have ſect up, viz. a conſtable at Stamford) 
of which informations have been given you, yet you have 
gone further, to place a conſtable at Guilford in like 
manner, over a party there to the further difturbance of 
our peace and quiet, a narrative whereof, and of the pi w- 
ocations and wrongs we have met with at Stamford, we 
have received, atteſted to us by divers witnefles, honeſt 
men. 'We cannot but on behalf of our appeal to his ma- 
jeſty, whoſe honor is highly concerned therein, and of 


our juſt rights, but (as men exceedingly afflicted and 


grieved) teſtify in the fight of Gop, angels, and men a- 
gainſt theſe things. Our end therein being not to pro- 


voke or further any offence, but rather as a diſcharge of 


duty, on our parts, as brethren and chriſtian confederates, 
to call upon you, to take ſome effectual courſe to caſe and 
right us in a due redreſs of the grievances you have cauſ- 
ed by theſe proceedings; and that after you had com- 
plimented us with large offers of patent privileges, with 
deſire of a treaty with us for union of our colonies, and 
you know as your good words were kindly accepted, ſo 
your motion was fairly anſwered by our committee. 
That in regard we were under an appeal to his majeſty, 
that being limited by our freemen, not to conclude any 
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thing for altering our diſtinct colony ſtate and govern- 
ment without their conſent, and without the approbation 
of the other confederate colonies, they were not in preſ- 
ent capacity ſo to treat; but did little ſuſpect ſuch a de- 
ſign on foot againſt us, the effect whereof quickly ap- 
peared at Guilford, before mentioned. ; 

Bur we ſhall ſay no more at this time, only tell you, 
whatever we ſuffer by your means, we pray the Loxbp 
would help us to chooſe it, rather than toſinagainft our con- 
ſciences, cee the righteous Gop will in due time, look 
upon our affliction and incline his majeſty's heart to favor 
our righteous cauſe. 

Subſcribed in the name and by order of 
the general court of New-Haven colony. 
Per JAuks BisHor, Secretary. 
New-Haven, May 6th, 1663. 


NUMBER XII. 


Gorezanor WiNTHROP'S letter to Connecticut, March _ 3d, 
3. 


3d, 1663. 


GENTLEMEN, | 5 

I AM informed by ſome gentlemen, (who are author- 
ized to ſeek remedy here) that ſince you had the late pa- 
tent, there hath been injury done to the government of 
New-Haven, and in particular at Guilford and Stamford, 
in admitting of ſeveral of the inhabitants there unto free- 
dom with you, and appointing officers, which hath cauſed 
diviſions in the ſaid towns which may prove of danger- 


ous conſequence, if not timely prevented; though I do 


hope the riſe ofit is from miſunderſtanding and not in de- 
ſign of prejudice to that colony, for whom I gave aſſu- 
rance to their friends that their rights and intereſts 
ſhould not be diſquieted, or prejudiced by the patent, but 
if both governments would with unanimous agreement 
unite in one, their friends judged it for advantage to 
both : And further I muſt let you know, that teſtimony 
here doth affirm, that I gave aſſurance before authority 
here, that it was not intended to meddle with any town 
or plantation that was ſettled under any other govern- 
ment ; had it been any otherwiſe intended, or declared, 
it had been injurious in taking out the patent, not to have 
inſerted a proportionable number of their names in it. 
Now, upon the whole, having had ſerious conference 
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with their friends, authorized by them, and with others 


who are friends to both, to prevent a tedious and charge- 


able trial, and uncertain event here, I promiſed them, to 
give you ſpeedily this repreſentation, how far you are 
engaged. If any injury have been done, by admitting of 
freemen, or appointing officers, or other unjuſt intermed- 
dling with New-Haven colony, in one kind or other, 
without the approbation of the government, that it be 
forthwith recalled, and that, for the future, there will be 
no impoling in any kind uponthem, nor admitting of any 
members without mutual conſent ; but that all things be 
acted as loving neighbouring colonies, as before ſuch pa- 
tent granted, and unto this I judge you are obliged, I 
having engaged to their agent here, that this will be by 
you performed, and they have thereupon forborn to give 
you or me any trouble; but they do not doubt, but upon 
future conſideration, there may be ſuch a right under- 
ſtanding between both governments, that an union and 
friendly joining may be eſtabliſhed to the ſatisfaction of 
all ; which at my arrival I ſhall alſo endeavour (Gop 
willing) to promote. Not having more at preſent in this 
caſe I reſt, Tear ſervant, 
JoHN WIN TRHROr. 


London, March 3d, 1662.“ 
NUMBER XIII. 


His majeſly's commiſſion to Colonel Nichols, Sir Robert Carr, 


knight, and others, for the ſettlement of boundaries, c. 
April 26th, 1664. 


CHARLES R. 


CHARLES the ſecond, by the grace of Gov, king of Eng- 9 
land, Scotland, France, and Ireland, defender of the 


To all to whom theſe preſents ſhall come, greeting. 


WHEREAS we have received ſeveral addreſſes from 5 


our ſubjects of ſeveral colonies of New-England, all ful! 
of duty and affection, and expreſſions of loyalty and alle- 
giance to us, with their humble deſires to us, that we 
would renew their ſeveral charters, and receive them into 
our favorable opinion and protection: And ſeveral off 


our colonies there, and other our loving ſubjects, have 


* This according to the preſent way ef dating was March 3d, 5 i 


1663. 
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Iikewiſe complained of differences and diſputes ariſen 
upon the limits and bounds of their ſeveral charters and ju- 
riſdictions, whereby unneighbourly, and unbrotherly con- 
tentions have and may ariſe, to the damage and diſcredit 
of the Engliſh intereſt ; and that all our good ſubjects 
reſiding there and being planters within the ſeveral colo- 
nies do not enjoy the liberties and privileges granted un- 
to them by our ſeveral charters, upon confidence and aſ- 
ſurance of which they tranſported themſelves and their 
eſtates into thoſe parts: And we having received ſome 
addreſſes from the great men and natives of thoſe coun- 
tries, in which they complain of breach of faith, and acts 
of violence and injuſtice, which they have been forced to 
undergo from our ſubjects, whereby not only our gov- 
ernment 1s traduced, but the reputation and credit of the 
chriſtian religion brought into prejudice and reproach, 
with the Gentiles and inhabitants of thoſe countries, who 
know not Gop, the reduction of whom to the true knowl- 
edge and fear of Gop is the moſt worthy and glorious 
end of theſe plantations. Upon all which motives, and 
as an evidence and manifeſtation of our fatherly affec- 
tion towards all our ſubjeCts in thoſe ſeveral colonies of 
New. England {that is to fay,) of the Maſſachuſetts, Con- 
necticut, New-Plymoth, Rhode-Iſland, and Providence 
plantations, and all other plantations which are in that 
tract of land known under the appellation of New-Eng- 
land, and to the end that we may be truly informed of the 
ſtate and condition of our good ſubjects there, that ſo we 
may the better know how to contribute to the further 
improvement of their happineſs and proſperity : 

Know ye therefore, that we, repoſing eſpecial truſt and 
confidence in the fidelity, wiſdom and eircumſpection of 
our truſty and well beloved Colonel Richard Nichols, 
Sir Robert Carr, knight, George Cartwright, Eſq. and 
Samuel Maverick, Eſq. of our eſpecial grace, certain 
knowledge, and mere motion, have made, ordained, con- 
ſtituted, and appointed, and do by thefe preſents make, or- 
dain, conſtitute, and appoint the ſaid Colonel Richard Nich- 
ols, Sir Robert Carr, knight, George Cartwright, and Sam- 
uel Maverick Eſqrs. our commiſſioners; and do hereby 
give and grant unto them or any three or two of them, 
or of the ſurvivors of them, (of whom we will the ſaid 
Colonel Richard Nichols, during his life ſhall be always 
one, and upon equal diviſion of opinions, to have the cal 
ing and deciſive voice,) in our name, to viſit all and eve- 
ry the ſeveral colonies aforeſaid, and alſo full power tg 
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ob 


hear and receive, and to examine and determine all com- 
plaints and appeals in all cauſes and matters as well mili- 
tary as criminal and civil, and proceed in all things for 
the providing for and ſettling the peace and ſecurity of 
the ſaid country, according to their good and ſound diſ- 
cretions, and to ſuch inſtructions as they or the ſurvivors 
of them have, or ſhall from time to time receive from us 
in that behalf, and from time to time as they ſhall find 
expedient, to certify us or our privy council of their act- 
ings or proceedings touching the premiſes, and for the do- 
ing thereof, or any other matter or thing relating there. 
unto, theſe preſents, or the enrolment thereof ſhall be un- 
to them, and every of them a ſufficient warrant and diſ- 
charge in that behalf. In witneſs whereof we have cauſ- 
ed theſe our letters to be made patent. Given at the 
court at Whitehall the 26th day of April 1664, and in the 
ſixteenth year of our reign. BARKER, 


NUMBER XIV. 


His majeſty's gracious letter, to the governor and company 
of Connecticut, accompanying the commiſſion, April 23d, 
1664. 


CHARLES-R. 

TRUSTY and well-beloved, we greet you well, ha- 
ving, according to the reſolution we declared to Mr. 
John Winthrop, at the time when we renewed your 
charter, now ſent theſe perſons of known abilities and 
affections to us, that is to ſay, Colonel Richard Nichols, 
Sir Robert Carr, knight, George Cartwright, Efq. and 
Samuel Maverick, Eſq. our commiſſioners, to viſit thoſe 
our ſeveral colenics and plantations in New-England, to 
the end that we may be the better informed of the ſtate 
and welfare of our goed ſubjects, whoſe proſperity is 
very dear to us; we can make no queſtion but that they 


| ſhall find that reception from you which may teſtify your 


reſpect to us, from whom they are ſent for your good. 
We need not tell you how careful we are of your liber- 
ties and privileges, whether eccleſiaſtical or civil, which 
we will not ſuffer to be violated in the leaſt degree; and 
that they may not be is the principal buſineſs of our ſaid 
commiſſioners, as likewiſe to take care that the bounds 
and juriſdictions of our ſeveral colonies there may be 
clearly agreed upon; that every one may enjoy what of 
right belongeth unto them, without ſtrife or contention ; 
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and eſpecially that the natives of that country, who are 
willing to live peaceably and neighbourly with our Eng- 
liſh ſubjects, may receive ſuch juſtice and civil treatment 
from them, as may make them the more in love with 
their religion and manners; ſo not doubting of your full 
compliance and ſubmiſſion to our deſire, we bid you fare- 


wel. Given at our court at Whitehall, the 23d day of 


April 1664, in the ſixtcenth year of cur reign. 
By his majeſty's command. 
Henry BENNIT. 


NUMBER XV. 
THz Duke and Dutcheſs of Hamilton's petition to King 
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Charles ſecond; and his znajeſtys reference of the caſe to May 6th, 


his commiſhoners, May Gib, 1664. 


To the King's moſt excellent majeſty. 
Tre humble petition of William, Duke Hamilton, and 
Anne, Dutcheſs of Hamilton; Sheweth, 
THAT whereas in the eleventh year of the reign of 


= your royal father, of ever bleſſed memory, the council 


=> eſtabliſhed at Plymouth in the county of Devon, for 


Me 


planting, ordering and governing of New-England in A- 


merica (according to the power given them in the eigh- 


teenth year of the reign of the late king James, by his 
letters patent, bearing date the third day of November) 


did for a competent ſum of money and other valuable 
conſiderations, bargain and ſell unto the petitioners' father, 
by the name of James, Marquiſs Hamilton, his heirs and 
aſſigns, all that part and portion of the main lands in New- 
England, lying and beginning, at the middle part of the 
mouthof the river Connecticut, to proceed along the ſea 
coaſt to be accounted about ſixty miles, and ſo up to the 
weſtward arm of the river into the land northweſtward till 
ſixty miles be finiſhed, and ſo to croſs ſouthweſtward till 
ſixty miles, all which part and portion of lands were to 
be called by the name of the county of New-Cambridge, 
with ſeveral other lands and privileges as by the ſaid deed 
of feoffment doth more fully appear, a copy whereof is 
hereunto annexed. Since which time and by reaſon of 
the late unhappy war ſeveral perſons have poſſeſſed them- 
ſelves of the beſt and moſt conſiderable parts of the ſaid 
lands, without any acknowledgement of your petitioners? 
right. Your petitioners therefore moſt humbly pray, 
that your majeſty will be gracioully pleaſed to recommend 


1664. 
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the premiſes to your majeſty's commiſſioners for New- 
England, and that care may be taken that your petitioners 
may be reſtored to their juſt right, and that nothing be 
done to their prejudice. 

AT the court at Whitehall the 6th May, 1664. 

. His majeſty is graciouſly pleaſed to refer this petition 
to the commiſhoners now employed by his majeſty to 
ſettle the affairs of New-England, who are to examine 
the allegations thereof, and upon due conſideration had, 
to preſerve and reſtore to the petitioners their juſt right 
and intereſt, or otherwiſe to report their opinions there- 
upon to his majeſty, who will then declare his further 


pleaſure, for the honorable petitioners' juſt ſatisfaction.“ 
Henry BENNIT. 


NUMBER XVI. 


THE determination of his majeſly's commiſſioners, relative ts 
the boundaries of his royal highneſs the Duke of York's pat- 
ent and of the patent of Connecticut, November 3eth, 1664. 


BY virtue of his majeſty's commiſſion, we have heard 
the differences about the bounds of thepatents granted to 
his royal highneſs the Duke of York, and his majeſty's 
colony of ConneCticut—and having deliberately conſid- 
ered all the reaſons alledged by Mr. Allen, ſenior, Mr. 
Gould, Mr. Richards, and Capt. Winthrop, appointed by 
the aſſembly held at Hartford, the 13th day of October, 
1664, to accompany John Winthrop, Eſq. the governor 
of his majeſty's colony of Connecticut, to New-York, 
and by Mr. Howell and Capt. Young of Long-Iſland, why 
the ſaid Long- Iſland ſhould be under the government of 


Connecticut; which are too long here to be recited : We 


do declare and order, that the ſouthern bounds of his 
majeſty's colony of Connecticut, is the ſea; and that 
Long-Iſland is to be under the government of his royal 
highneſs the Duke of York; as is expreſſed by plain 
words in the ſaid patents reſpectively. And alſo by vir- 
tue of his majeſty's commiſſion and by the conſent of both 
the governor and the gentlemen above named, we alſo 
order and declare, that the creek or river called Momo- 
ronock, which is reputed to be about twelve miles to the 
eaſt of Weſt-Cheſter, and a line drawn from the eaſt 


| Pointor fide, where the freſh water falls into the ſalt, at 
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highwater mark, north-northweſt, to the line of the Maſ- 
ö ſachuſetts, be the weſtern bounds of the ſaid colony of 
Connecticut, and the plantations lying weſtward of that | 
creek, and line ſo drawn to be under his royal highneſs's | 
government; and all plantations lying eaſtward of that 
creek and line to be under the government of ConneCti- 
cut. Given under our hands at Fort James, in New- 
York, on Manhattans Iſland, this 3oth day of Nov. 1664. 
RICHARD Nichols, 
GEORGE CARTWRIGHT, 
SAMUEL MAVERICK. 

Wr underwritten, on behalf of the colony of Connect- 
icut, have aſſented unto this determination of his majeſ- 
ty's commiſſioners, in relation to the bounds and limits 
of his royal highneſs the duke's patent, and the patent of 
Connecticut.“ 


JohN WIN THROp, 

MATTHEW ALLEN, 

NarHAN GoULD, 

James RicHarDs, 

JohN WINTHROP. 
November 30, 1664. 


NUMBER XVII. 
LETTER of Neu-Havento Connecticut, December 1 4, 1664. 2 14, | 


HoNORED GENTLEMEN, 

WE have been filent hitherto, as to the making of any 
grievance known unto the king's commiſhoners, notwith- 
ſtanding what may be with us of ſuch nature, from the 
ſeveral tranſactions that have been among us, and are de- 
firous ſo to continue the managing of theſe affairs in ways 
conſiſtent with the ancient confederation of the united 
colonies, chooſing rather to ſuffer, than to begin any mo- 
tion hazardful to New-England ſettlements ; in purſu- 

a nce whereof (according to our promiſe to your gentle- 

; men, ſent lately to demand our ſubmiſſion, though in a 

divided if not dividing way, within our towns, ſeverally 

ſeeking to bring us under the government of yourſelves 

already ſettled, wherein we have had no hand to ſettle the i 
ſame, and before we had cleared to our conviction, the 

certain limits of your charter, which may juſtly increaſe 

the ſcruple of too much haſte in that and former aCtings 
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upon us) the generality of our undivided people have or- 
derly met this 13th of the tenth month (64) and by the 
vote endorſed, have prepared for this anſwer to be given 
of our ſubmiſſion, which being done by us, then for the 
accommodation of matters betwixt us in an amicable 
way, by a committee impowered to ifſue with you on 
their behalf, and in the behalf of all concerned, according 
to inſtructions given to the ſaid committee. We never 
did, nor even do intend to damnify your moral rights or 
juſt privileges, conſiſtent with our like honeſt enjoyments, 
and we would hope that you have no further ſtep towards 
us, not to violate our government intereſt, but to accom- 
modate us with that we ſhall deſire, and the patent bear, 
as hath been often ſaid you would do; and ſurely you 


have the more reaſon to be full with us herein, ſeeing that 


your ſucceſs for patent bounds with thoſe gentlemen 
now obtained, ſeems to be debtor unto our ſilence before 
them, when as you thus by ſingle application and audi- 
ence iſſued that matter: you thus performing to ſatisfac- 
tion, we may {till reſt ſilent, and according to profeſſion, 
by a ſtudious and cordial endeavour with us to adyance 


the intereſt of Chriſt in this wilderneſs, and by the 


LoRp's bleſſing thereupon, love and union between us 
may be greatly confirmed, and all our comforts enlarged, 
which 1s the earneſt prayer of, gentlemen, your loving 


- friends and neighbours the committee, appointed by the 


freemen and inhabitants of New-Haven colony, now aſ- 
ſembled. | 
James BisHoe, Secretary. 
New-Haven, Dec. 14, 1664. 


NUMBER XVIII. 


LETTER of Connecticut to New- Haven, in anſwer to the 
preceding letter, December 21, 1664. 


| Hartford, Deceniber 21, 1664. 
 __ HoxoRtD GENTLEMEN, 
WE have received yours, dated the 14th of this inſtant, 
figned by James Biſhop, &c. wherein you are pleaſed to 
mention your ſilence hitherto, as to the making any griev- 


ance known to his majeſty's commiſſioners, notwithſtand- 


ing what may be with you, &c. we can ſay the ſame, 


tho' we had fair opportunities to preſent any thing of 
that nature; as for your deſire to manage affairs conſiſt- 


ent with the confederation, the preſent motion will, we 
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No 
hope, upon a candid review, not appear any ways diſſonant 
therefrom; for beſides the proviſion made in one of the 
articles of confederation for two colonies uniting in one, 
there was ſpecial proviſion, as you well know, made at 
the laſt ſeſſion of the commiſſioners to that purpoſe, con- 
joined with pathetical advice and counſel, to an amica- 
ble umton. Our too much forwardneſs, with New-Ha- 
ven, &c. is not ſo clear, ſeeing thoſe plantations you in- 
habit are much about the center of our patent, which 
our charter limits, as alſo the incloſed determination of 
his majeſty's honorable commiſſioners, will, to your con- 
viction, be apparent; that our ſucceſs for patent bounds 
with the king's commiſſioners is debtor to your ſilence, 
ſeems to us ſtrange, when your non-compliance was ſo 
abundantly known to thoſe gentlemen, yea, the news of 
your motions, when Mr. Joſeph Allen was laſt with you, 
was at New-York, before our governor's departure 
thence z notwithſtanding your filence, and yet ſo good 
an iſſue obtained, we deſire ſuch reflections may be buri- 


ed in perpetual ſilence, which only yourſelves neceſſita- 


ting thereunto, ſhall revive them, being willing to purſue 
truth and peace as much as may be with all men, eſpe- 
cially with our dear brethren in the fellowſhip of the goſ- 
pel, and fellow-members of the ſame civil corporation, 


accommodated with ſo many choice privileges, which we 


are willing, after all is prepared to your hands, to confer 
upon you equal with ourſelves, which we wiſh may at 
laſt produce the long deſired effect of your free and cor- 
dial cloſure with us, not attributing any neceſſity impoſed 
by us, further than the fituation of thoſe plantations in 
the heart of our colony, and therein the peace of poſter- 
ity in theſe parts of the country is neceſſarily included, 


and that after ſo long liberty to preſent your plea when 


you have ſeen meet. Gentlemen we defire a full anſwer 
as ſpeedily as may be, whether thoſe lately empowered, 
accept to govern according to their commiſſion, if not, 
other meet perſons to govern may by us be empowered 


in their room; thus deſiring the LorD to unite our 


hearts and ſpirits in ways well pleaſing in his fight, which 
is the prayer of your very loving friends, the council of 
the colony of Connecticut. 
Signed by their order, by me, | 
' Joan ALLEN, Secretary. 
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Jan. 5th, 
1665. 
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NUMBER XIX. 
THE final reply of New-Haven 16 Connecticut. 


New-Haven, Jatiuary $, 1664-5. 
Hoxorth GENTLEMEN, 

WHEREAS by yours, dated December 2tſt 1664, 
you pleaſe to ſay, that you did the fame as we, not ma- 
king any grievances known to the commiſſioners, &c. 
unto that may be returned, that you had not the ſame 
cauſe ſo to do from any pretence of injuty, by our inter- 
meddling with your colony or government intereſt, unto 
which we refer that paſſage for our expreſhng deſires to 
manage all our matters in confederaty with the confede- 
ration, we hope you will not blame us. How diffonant 
or conſonant your actings with us have been, we leave to 
the confedefation to judge, as their records may ſhow— 
that article, which allows two colonies to join, doth alſo, 
with others, affert the juſtnefs of each colony's diſtinct 
rights, until joined to mutual ſatisfaction, and the proviſ- 
ion made in ſuch caſe the laſt ſeſſion, we gainſay not, 
when the union is fo completed, and a new ſettlement 
of the confederation, by the reſpective general courts, 
accompliſhed. -Fheir pathetical advice for an amicable 
union, we with may be ſo attended—in order thereunto, 
we gave you notice of a committee prepared to treat with 
you, for ſuch an accommodation, unto which you gave 
us no anſwer, but inſtead thereof, ſent forth your edict 


from authority upon us, before our conviction for ſub- 


miſhon was deelafed to you: 'The argument from our 
mtermixt ſituation, is the fame now as it was before our 
eonfederatirig and ever fince, and affords no more ground 
now to diſannul the government than before. We 
might marvel at your ftrange, why we thould think your 
ſucceſs ſhould be debtor to our ſilence, and that becauſe 
the news of our non-compliance was with the commiſ- 
ſloners, as if the mere news of ſuch a thing contained the 


ſtrength of all we had to fay or plead. Gentlemen, we - 


intreat you to conſider, that there is more in it than ſo, 
yea, that ſtill we have to alledge things of weight, and 
know where and how, if we choſe not rather to abate and 
ſuffer, than by ſtriving to hazard the hurting yourſelves 
or the common cauſe. We ſcope not at reflections, but 
conviction and conſcience ſatisfaction, that ſo brethren 
in the fellowſhip of the goſpel might come to a cordial 
and regular cloſure, and ſo to walk together in love and 
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peace, to adyance CHRIsT his intereſt among them, 
which 1s all our deſign : But how thoſe high and holy 
ends are like ſo to be promoved between us, without a 
treaty for accommodation we have cauſe to doubt; yet 
that we may not fail 1n the leaſt to perform whatever we 
have ſaid, we now ſignify, that having ſeen the copy of 
his majeſty's commiſſioners” determination (deciding the 
bounds betwixt his highneſs the Duke of York, and Con- 
necticut charter we do declare ſubmiſſion thereunto ac» 
cording to the true intent of our vote, unto which we re- 
fer you. As to that part of yours concerning our magiſ- 
trates and officers acceptance, their anſwer 1s, that the 

having been choſen by the people here to ſuch truſt and 
{worn thereunto, for the year enſuing, and until new be 
orderly choſen, and being again defired to continue that 
truſt, they ſhall go on in due obſervance thereof accor- 
ding to the declaration left with us by Mr. John Allen 
and Mr. Samuel Sherman, bearing date November 19th 
1664; in hopes to find that in a loving treaty for accom- 
modating matters to the ends profeſſed by you; unto 
which our committee ſtands ready to attend, upon notice 
from you; that ſo truth and peace may be maintained, 
So ſhall we not give you further trouble, but remain, gen- 
tlemen, your very loving friends and neighbours, the 


committee appointed by the freemen and inhabitants of 


New-Haven colony. 
Signed per their order, per me, 
James Bishop, Secretary. 


NUMBER XX. 
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THE anſwer of Connecticut to the claim and petition of the March 2 FE 


Duke and Dutcheſs of Hamilton, March 25th, 1665. 


THE king's commiſſioners had written to the colony 
requeſting, «<< That they might have ſomething in writing 
&©« to return to the king, concerning the grant of ſixty 
« miles ſquare on the eaſtern ſide of Connecticut river, 
« to James Marquis of Hamilton, from the council of 
« Plimouth in Devon 1631, and to know in what par- 
« ticulars it was deſired, that they ſhould be ſolicitors to 
« his majeſty for the advantage of the colony,” which 
they declared they would cordially endeavour. 

Ix conſequence of which the following anſwer was 
ven, 


1665. 
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To the Honorable Sir Robert Carr, knight, George Cart- 
wright, Eſquire, and Samuel Maverick, Eſquire, his 
majeſty's honorable commiſſioners. 

IN anſwer to Duke Hamilton's petition, reſpecting a 
grant of land of ſixty miles ſquare, on the eaſt fide the 
river Converticu. 6 

1. WE are wholly ignorant of any river within the ex- 
tent of our charter, that is known under ſuch an appella- 
tion, and therefore cannot conceive that any part or tract 
of land, under this government, 1s concerned 12 this de- 
mand. | 

2. YET upon ſuppoſition that it may be conceived to 
intend Connecticut river, we humbly conceive that the o- 
riginal patent grant, from royal authority to the Lord 
Say and other nobles and gentlemen, which we purchaſed 
at a dear rate, 1s lately ratified and confirmed by our gra- 
cious ſovereign, under the broad ſeal of England the 
molt abſolute and unqueſtionable ſecurity of the Engliſh 
ſubjects) in which grants the lands forementioned are 
compriſed. The grant to Connecticut was precedent to 
that of Duke Hamilton's ſeveral years, which gives us to 
conclude that priority of title will be ſettled by priority of 

rant. 

3. A confiderable tract of this land which the duke's 
petition refers to (if as before ſuppoſed, it be determined 
Connecticut) was poſſeſſed by a people moſt malignantly 
ſpirited againſt his majeſty's Engliſh ſubjects, and at our 
firſt ſettling here, when we were weak and few, they 
grew very inſolent againſt us, making invaſion upon us, 
murdering many of our people, thereby neceſlitating us 
to a hazardous undertaking, to caſt ourſelves into the 
arms of God's providence, in endeavouring to ſuppreſs 
thoſe bloody heathen 3 and through divine benedickion 
we found a good ſucceſs; and though that wilderneſs 
land would not afford any conſiderable recompence for 
the loſs of lives and great expenſes, yet our peace attained 
by that conqueſt did greatly rejoice us. 

4. WE have had peaceable poſſe ſſion this thirty years, 
free from the leaſt claim of any other, that we heard of, 
to this day; which perſuades us that if the duke's high- 
neſs had ever reaſon, by virtue of his grant, to make 
claim, yet that right pretended is extinct in law many 
years ſince. 

' His majeſty, our gracious ſovereign, was pleaſed of his 

abundant favor and grace, to his ſubjects of this colony, ſo 

tar to declare his free reception of the reaſons foremen- 
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tioned, of our purchaſe made, and conqueſt recovered, 
and likewiſe of our improvement and labor beſtowed up- 
on thoſe lands, as to inſert them as motives to that late 
renewal of our charter. 

Wr humbly crave, that as it hath been his majeſty's 
royal pleaſure to manifeſt his tender affection to, and 
care of his ſubjects' welfare in theſe his colonies of New-- 
England, in ſending over his honorable commiſſioners to 
compole and iſſue thoſe things that might be of ill conſe- 
quence between the ſeveral colonies, ſo likewiſe that it be 
well pleaſing to his majeſty, that this his colony of Con- 
necticut might be freed from further trouble or inconven- 
ience by this claim, that we underſtand hath been pre- 
ſented by the Marquis Hamilton. 

Axp whereas your honors are pleaſed ſo far to exer- 
ciſe your thoughts about the promotion of the welfare of 
his majeſty's ſubjeEts in this his colony, as to vouchſafe 
us ſo favorable a tender to be ſolicitors in our behalf to 
his majeſly our gracious ſovereign, in any particulars 
wherein we may be advantaged, we crave your honors' aſ- 
ſiſtance as followeth. . 

1. THAT his majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed to ſi- 
lence the claim of Duke Hamilton, if any be by him pre- 
tended or preſented, to any tract of land lying or being 
within the precincts of our charter (renewed and eſtab- 
liſhed to us by our royal ſovereign) and poſſeſſed and im- 
proved by ſeveral poor people, whoſe progreſs in their la- 
bors and endeavours for their ſubſiſtence (at the beſt very 
mean) will be impeded and obſtructed through fear of the 
event of ſuch claims. 

2. WHEREAS the colony is at a very low ebb in reſpect 
of traffick, and although, out of a reſpect to our relation to 
the Engliſh nation, and that we might be accounted a 
people under the ſovereignty and protection of his majeſty 
the King of England, we preſumed to put the name or ap- 
pellation of New-London upon one of our towns, which 
nature hath furniſhed with a ſafe and commodious har- 
bour, though but a poor people and diſcapacitated in ſev- 
eral reſpects to promote trafhck z we humbly crave of 
our gracious ſovereign, that he would be pleaſed out of 
his princely bounty, to grant it be a place of free trade 
for ſeven, ten, or twelve years, is his royal heart ſhall in- 
cline to confer as a boon upon his poor, yet loyal ſub- 
jects. 
: 3. Wx requeſt of your honors, 1. That you will pleaſe 
to repreſent unto his majeſly our allegiance, with our rea- 
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To the Honorable Sir Robert Carr, knight, George Cart- 
wright, Eſquire, and Samuel Maverick, Eſquire, his 
majeſty's honorable commiſſioners. 

IN anſwer to Duke Hamilton's petition, reſpecting a 
grant of land of ſixty miles ſquare, on the eaſt {ide the 
river Converticu. n 

1. Wx are wholly ignorant of any river within the ex- 
tent of our charter, that is known under ſuch an appella- 
tion, and therefore cannot conceive that any part or tract 
of land, under this government, is concerned in this de- 
mand. 

2. YET upon ſuppoſition that it may be conceived to 
intend Connecticut river, we humbly conceive that the o- 
riginal patent grant, from royal authority to the Lord 
Say and other nobles and gentlemen, which we purchaſed 
at a dear rate, 1s lately ratified and confirmed by our gra- 
cious ſovereign, under the broad ſeal of England the 
molt abſolute and unqueſtionable ſecurity of the Englith 
ſubjects) in which grants the lands forementioned are 
compriſed. The grant to Connecticut was precedent to 
that of Duke Hamilton's ſeveral years, which gives us to 
conclude that priority of title will be ſettled by priority of 

rant. 

3. A confiderable tract of this land which the duke's 
petition refers to (if as before ſuppoſed, it be determined 
Connecticut) was poſſeſſed by a people moſt malignantly 
ſpirited againſt his majeſty's Engliſh ſubjects, and at our 
firſt ſettling here, when we were weak and few, they 
grew very inſolent againſt us, making invaſion upon us, 
murdering many of our people, thereby neceſſitating us 
to a hazardous undertaking, to caſt ourſelves into the 
arms of God's providence, in endeavouring to ſuppreſs 
thoſe bloody heathen ; and through divine benediction 
we found a good ſucceſs; and though that wilderneſs 
land would not afford any conſiderable recompence for 


the loſs of lives and great expenſes, yet our peace attained 


by that conqueſt did greatly rejoice us. 

4. Wx have had peaceable poſſcſhon this thirty years, 
free from the leaſt claim of any other, that we heard of, 
to this day; which perſuades us that if the duke's high- 
neſs had ever reaſon, by virtue of his grant, to make 
claim, yet that right pretended is extinct in law many 
years ſince. 

' His majeſty, our gracious ſovereign, was pleaſed of his 
abundant favor and grace, to his ſubjects of this colony, ſo 
far to declare his free reception of the reaſons foremen- 
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tioned, of our purchaſe made, and conqueſt recovered, 
and likewiſe of our improvement and labor beſtowed up- 
on thoſe lands, as to inſert them as motives to that late 
renewal of our charter. 

We humbly crave, that as it hath been his majeſty's 
royal pleaſure to manifeſt his tender affection to, and 
care of his ſubjects' welfare in theſe his colonies of New-- 
England, in ſending over his honorable commiſſioners to 
compole and iſſue thoſe things that might be of ill conſe- 
quence between the ſeveral colonies, ſo likewiſe that it be 
well pleaſing to his majeſty, that this his colony of Con- 
necticut might be freed from further trouble or inconven- 
ience by this claim, that we underſtand hath been pre- 
ſented by the Marquis Hamilton. 

AND whereas your honors are pleaſed ſo far to exer- 
ciſe your thoughts about the promotion of the welfare of 
his majeſty's ſubjects in this his colony, as to vouchſafe 
us ſo favorable a tender to be ſolicitors in our behalf to 
his majeſly our gracious ſovereign, in any particulars 
wherein we may be advantaged, we crave your honors' aſ- 
ſiſtance as followeth. 

1. 'THAT his majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed to ſi- 
lence the claim of Duke Hamilton, if any be by him pre- 
tended or preſented, to any tract of land lying or being 
within the precinCts of our charter (renewed and eſtab- 
iſhed to us by our royal ſovereign) and poſſeſſed and im- 
proved by ſeveral poor people, whoſe progreſs in their la- 
bors and endeavours for their ſubſiſtence (at the beſt very 
mean) will be impeded and obſtructed through fear of the 
event of ſuch claims. 

2. WHEREAs the colony is at a very low ebb in reſpect 
of traffick, and although, out of a reſpect to our relation to 
the Engliſh nation, and that we might be accounted a 
people under the ſovereignty and protection of his majeſty 
the King of England, we preſumed to put the name or ap- 
pellation of New-London upon one of our towns, which 
nature hath furniſhed with a ſafe and commodious har- 
bour, though but a poor people and diſcapacitated in ſev- 
eral reſpects to promote trathck z we humbly crave of 
our gracious ſovereign, that he would be pleaſed out of 
his princely bounty, to grant it be a place of free trade 
for ſeven, ten, or twelve years, as his royal heart ſhall in- 
cline to confer as a boon upon his poor, yet loyal ſub- 
jects. 
3. Wx requeſt of your honors, 1. That you will pleaſe 
to repreſent unto his majeſty our allegiance, with our rea- 
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dy acknowledgement of his princely grace in the late re- 
ne wal of our charter, 2. His more abundant grace in 
re-ratifying our privileges both civil and eceleſiaſtic, in 
his late gracious letter ſent to us by your honors. 3. Our 
ready compliance with his majeſty's royal will and pleaſ- 
ure therein expreſſed. 4. Our chriitian moderation to 
men of different perſuaſions. 5. We humbly implore 
the continuance of the ſhines of his royal favor upon our 
mean beginnings, that ſo we may flourith under the be- 
nign aſpect of our Lord the King.“ 


NUMBER XXI. 


THE Reverend Mr. John Davenport's reſignation of Gov- 
erner Hopkins's denation to the general court of Neuu-Ha- 
ven, May 4th, 1660. 


uod felix fauſtumque ſit ! 

ON the 4th day of the 4th month 1660, John Daven- 
port paſtor of the church of CHRIST at New-Haven, 
preſented to the honorable general court at New-Haven, 
as followeth ; 

MEMORANDUM, 

I. 'That, fundry years paſt, it was concluded by the 
ſaid general court, that a ſmall college, ſuch as the day 
of ſmall things will permit, ſhould be ſettled in New- 
Haven, for the education of youth in good literature, to 
fit them for public ſervices, in church and commonwealth, 
as it will appear in the public records. 

II. Thereupon the ſaid John Davenport wrote unto 
our honored friend Edward Hopkins, Eſquire, then living 
in London, the reſult of thoſe conſultations. In anſwer 
whereunto, the ſaid Edward Hopkins wrote unto the ſaid 
John Davenport a letter, dated the 3oth of the 2d month, 
called April, 1656, beginning with theſe words, 

MosT Dear SIR, 

The long continued reſpects I have received from you, 
but eſpecially, the ſpeakings of the Lord to my heart, by 
you, have put me under deep obligations to love and a 


return of thanks beyond what I have or can expreſs, &c. 


Then after other paſſages (which being ſecrets hinder me 
from ſhewing his letters) he added a declaration of his 
purpoſe in reference to the college about which I wrote 


* This is an atteſted copy, in the old letter book, p. 128, 129, 
349+ 
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unto him, That which the Lord hath given me in thoſe 
parts, I ever deſigned, the greateſt part of it for the fur- 
therance of the work of CHRIST in thoſe ends of the 
earth, and if I underſtand that a college is begun and like 
to be carried on, at New-Haven, for the good of poſter- 
ity, I ſhall give ſome encouragement thereunto. Theſe 
are the very words of his letter. But, 

HI. Before Mr. Hopkins could return an anſwer to my 
next letter it pleaſed Gop to finiſh his days in this world: 
Therefore, by his laſt will and teſtament (as the copy 
thereof tranſcribed and atteſted, by Mr. Thomas Lale, 
doth ſhew) he committed the whole truſt of diſpoſing his 
eſtate in theſe countries (after ſome perſonal legacies were 
paid out) unto the public uſes mentioned, and bequeathed 
It to our late honored governor, 'Theophilus Eaton, Eſq. 
his father in law, and to the aforeſaid John Davenport, 
and joined with them, in the ſame truſt, Captain John 
Cullick, and Mr. William Goodwin. | 

IV. It having pleaſed the moſt high to afflict this col- 
6ny greatly by taking from it to himſelf, our former ever 
honored governor, Mr. Eaton, the ſurviving truſtees and 
legatees met together, to conſider what courle they ſhould 
take for the dilcharge of their truſt, and agreed that eacli 
of them ſhould have an inventory of the aforeſaid teſta- 
tor's eſtate in New-England, in houſes and goods and 
lands, (which were prized by ſome in Hartford intruſted 
by Captain Cullick and Mr. Goodwin) and in debts, for 
the gathering in whereof ſome attorneys were conſtitu- 
ted, empowered and employed by the three ſurviving 
truſtees, as the writing in the magiſtrates' hand will ſhew. 

V. Afterwards, at another meeting of the ſaid truſtees, 
they conſidering that by the will of the dead, they are join- 
ed together in one common truſt, agreed to act together, 
with mutual conſent, in preformance thereof; and con- 


ſidering, that by the will of the teſtator, two of New- 


aven were joined with two of Hartford, and that Mr. 
Hopkins had declared his purpoſe to further the college 
intended at New- Haven, they agreed that one half of 
that eſtate which ſhould be gathered in, ſhould be paid 


unto Mr. Davenport for New-Haven, the other halt to 


Captain Cullick and Mr. Goodwin, to be improved for 
the uſes and ends fore noted where they ſhould have 
power to perform their truſt, which, becauſe they would 
not expect to have at Hartford, they concluded it would 
be beſt done by them in that new plantation unto which 
ſundry of Hartford were to remove, and were now gone: 
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yet they agreed that out of the whole £100 ſhould be 
given to the college at Cambridge, in the Bay; the eſtate 
being C1000 as Captain Cullick believed it would be, 
which we now ſee cauſe to doubt, by reaſon of the ſe- 
queſtrations laid upon that eſtate, and ſtill continued by 
the general court at Hartford, whereupon ſome refuſe to 
pay their debts and others forſake the purchaſes they had 
made, to their great hindrance of performing the will of 
the deceaſed, according to the truſt committed to them, 
and to the great endamagement of the eſtate. 

VI. The faid John Davenport acquainted the other 
two truſtees with his purpoſe to intereſt the honored ma- 
giſtrates and elders of this colony in the diſpoſal of that 
part of the eſtate, that was by their agreement to be paid 
thereunto, for the promoving the college work in a grad- 
ual way, for the education of youth in good literature, fo 
far as he might, with preſerving in himſelf, the power 
committed to him for the diſcharge of his truſt : they 
conſented thereunto, Accordingly on the election day 
it being the 3oth day of the third month, he delivered up 
unto the hands of the honored governor and magiſtrates 
the writings that concern this buſineſs: (viz. the copy 
of Mr. Hopkins his laft will and teſtament, and the in- 
ventory of his eſtate in New-England, and the appraiſe- 
ment of his goods, and the writings ſigned by the ſurvi- 
ving truſtees for their attornies, and ſome letters between 
the other truſtees and himſelf) adding alſo his defire of 
ſome particulars for the well performing the truſt as fol- 
loweth. 

1. Hr deſireth of New-Haven town, 

Firſt, That the rent of the oyſter ſhell fields, formerly 
ſeparated and reſerved for the uſe and benefit of a college 
be paid from this time forward towards the making of 
ſome ſtock for diſburſements of neceſſary charges towards 
the college till it be ſet up, and afterwards to continue 
for a yearly rent as belonging to it, under the name and 
title of college land. | 

Secondly, That if no place can be found more covenient 
Mrs. Eldred's lot be given for the uſe of the college, and 
of the colony grammar ſchool, if it be in this town, elſe 
only for the college. 

Thirdly, 'That parents will keep ſuch of their ſons con- 
ſtantly to learning in the ſchools, whom they intend to 
train up for public ſerviceableneſs, and that all their ſons 
may learn at leaſt to write and caſt up accounts competent- 
ly, and may make ſome entrance into the Latin tongue. 
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Fourthly, That if the colony ſettle £40 per annum, 
for a commou. ſchool, and ſhall add { 100 to be paid to- 
wards the building or buying of a ſchool houſe and libra- 

in this town, ſeeing thereby this town will be freed 
from the charges which they have been at hitherto to 
maintain a town ſchool, they would conſider what part 
of their former ſalary may be ſtill continued for future 
ſupplies towards a ſtock for neceſſary expenſes about the 
college or ſchool. | 

2. He humbly deſireth the honored general court of 
the colony of New-Haven, 

Firſt, That the £ 40 per annum formerly agreed upon, 
to be paid by the ſeveral plantations, for a common gram- 
mar ſchool, be now ſettled in one of the plantations 
which they ſhall judge fitteſt, and that a ſchool maſter 
may forthwith be provided to teach the three languages, 
Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, ſo far as ſhall be neceſſary to 

repare them for the college, and that if it can be accom- 
pliſhed, that ſuch a ſchool maſter be ſettled by the end 
of this ſummer, or the beginning of winter. The pay- 
ments from the ſeveral plantations may begin from this 
time. | | 

Secondly, That if the common ſchool be ſettled in this 
town, the honored governor, magiſtrates, elders, and de- 
puties, would ſolemnly and together viſit the grammar 
ſchool once every year, at the court for elections, to ex- 
amine the ſcholars' proficiency in learning. 

Thirdly, That for the payments to be made by the 
plantations, for the ſchool, or out of Mr. Hopkins' eſ- 
tate, towards the college, one be choſen by themſelves, 
under the name and title of ſteward, or receiver, for the 
ſchool and college, to whom ſuch payments may be made 
with full power given him by the court to demand what 
is due, and to proſecute in caſe of neglect, and to give 
acquittances in caſeof due payments received, and to give 
his account yearly to the court, and to diſpoſe of what 
he receiveth in ſuch proviſions as cannot be well kept, in 
the beſt way for the aforeſaid uſes according to advice. 

Fourthly, That unto that end a committee of church 
members bo choſen to meet together and conſult and ad- 
viſe, in emergent difhcult caſes, that may concern the 
ſchool or college, and which cannot be well delayed till 


the meeting of the general court, the governor being al- 


ways the chief of that committee. 
 Aaaa 
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"F:fthly, The ſaid John Davenport defireth, that White 
it may pleaſe Gop to continue his life, and abode in this 
plate, (to the end that he may the better perform bis 
truſt) in reference to the college, that he be always con- 
fulted in difficult caſes, and have the power of a flegative 
vote, to hinder any thing from being acted which he ſhall 
Prove by good reaſon to be prejudicial to the true intend- 
ment of the teſtator, and to the true end of this work. 

Sixthly, That certain orders be ſpeedily made for tlie 
ſchool, and when tHe college ſhall proteed for it alſo; 
that the education of youth may be carried on ſuitably to 
CrrIsT's ends, by the counſel of the teaching elders in 
this colony; and that what they ſhall conclude with 
conſent, being approved by the honored magiſtrates, be 
'Tatified by the general court. 

Seventhly, Becauſe it is requiſite that the writings which 
concern Mr. Hopkins his eſtate be ſafely kept, in order 
thereunto, the ſaid John Davenport defireth that a con- 
venient cheſt be made with two locks and two keys, and 
de placed in the houſe of the governor, or of the ſteward, 
in ſome ſafe room; till a more public place (as a librar 
or the like) may be prepared; and that one key be in the 
hands of the governor, the other in the ſteward's hands. 
That in this cheſt all the writings now delivered by him 
to the magiſtrates may be kept, and all other bills, bonds, 
acquittances, orders or whatſoever writings that may 
concern this buſineſs be put and kept there, and that ſome 
place may be agreed on Liheve the fteward or receiver 
may lay up ſuch proviſions as may be paid in till they 
may be diſpoſed of for the good of the ſchool or college. 

Pighthly, Becaufe our ſight is narrow and weak, in 
viewing and diſcerning the compaſs of things that are be- 
Fore us, much more in foreſeeing future contingencies, 
ne further craveth überty for himfelf and other elders of 
this colony, to propound to the honored" governor and 
magiſtrates, what hereafter may be found to be conduci- 
ble to the well carrying on of this truſt, according to the 
ends propoſed, and that fuch propoſals may be added un- 
to theſe, under the name and title of USEFUL ADDFETION- 
"ALS; and confirmed by the general court. 

Lfily, He hopeth he Thall not nted to add, what he 


_ expreſſed by word of mouth, that the honored' general 


court will not ſuffer this gift to be loſt from the colony, 
but as it becometh fathers of the commonwealth will uſe 
all good endeavours to fet it into their hands and to aſ- 
ſert their right in it for the common good; that poſterity 
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may reap the good fruit of their labors, and wiſdom, and 
faithfulneſs, and that JesUs ChrIsT may have the ſervice 
and honor of ſuch proviſion made for his people; in 
whom I reſt. | 
Joun DavenrorT. 


NUMBER XXII. 


LETTER of his majeſty King Charles II. to Connecticut 
April 10th, 1666. 


CHARLES R. 

TRUSTY and well-beloved, we greet you well, ha- 
ving received ſo full and ſatisfactory an account from our 
commiſſioners both of the good reception you have given 
them, and alſo of your dutifulneſs and obedience to us, 
we cannot but let you know how much we are pleaſed 
therewith, judging that reſpeCt of yours towards our offi- 
ders tobe the true and natural fruit which demonſtrates what 


| fidelity and affection towards us is rooted in your hearts, 


| and although our carriage doth of itſelf moſt juſtly de- 
| ſerve our prai 


| e and approbation, yet it ſeems to be ſet off 
with the more luſtre by the contrary deportment of the 
colony of the Maſſachuſetts, as if by their refractorineſs 
they had deſigned to recommend and heighten the merit 
of your compliance with our directions for the peaceable 
and good government of our ſubjects in thoſe parts; you 
may therefore afſure yourſelves that we ſhall neverbe un- 
mindful of this your loyal and dutiful behavior, but ſhall, 
upon all occaſions, take notice of it to your advantage, 
promiſing you our conſtant protection and royal favor, 
in all things that may concern your ſafety, peace and 
welfare; and ſo we bid you farewel. Given at our court 
at Whitehall the 10th day of April 1666, in the eighteenth 
year of our reign. By his majeſty's command, 

| | WiLLIiam MoRRICE, 
ben to our truſty and well- beloved 

e governor and council of the colony of 
Connecticut, in New-England. 


571 


April Io, 
1666. 


3 
— 24 


372 


June 13, 
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APPEND IX. 
NUMBER XXIII. 
A adareſs to King William, Tune 13th, 1689. 


To the king's moſt excellent majeſty. 

Tur humble addreſs of your majeſty's dutiful and loya! 
ſubjects, the governor and company of your majeſty's 
colony of Connecticut, in New-England. 

GREAT SOVEREIGN, 
GREAT was that day when the Lord, who ſitteth up- 


on the floods, and ſitteth king forever, did divide his and 


your adverſaries from one another like the waters of Jor- 
dan forced to ſtand upon an heap, and did begin to mag- 
nify you like Joſhua, in the ſight of all Iſrael, by thoſe 

reat actions that were ſo much for the honor of Goy 
and the deliverance of the Engliſh dominions from po- 
pery and ſlavery, and all this ſeparated from thoſe ſorrows, 
that uſually attend the introducing of a peaceable ſettle. 
ment in any troubled ſtate ; all which doth affect us with 
a ſenſe of our duty to return the higheſt praiſe unto the 
KING of KINGS and Lokp of HosTs, and bleſs HI, who 
hath delighted in you, to ſet you on the throne of his If. 
rael, and to ſay becauſe the LoR D loved ISRAEL forever, 
therefore hath he made you king to do juſtice and judy: 
ment, &c. alſo humble and hearty acknowledgment for 
that great zeal, that by your majeſty hath been expreſſed 
in thoſe hazards, you have put your royal perſon to, and 
in the expenſe of ſo great treaſure, in the defence of the 
proteſtant intereſt. In the confideration of all which, 
we, your majeſty's dutiful and loyal ſubjects, of your ſaid 
colony, are encouraged humbly to intimate that we, with 
much favor, obtained a charter of King Charles the Il. 
of happy memory, bearing date April 23d, 1662, in the 
14th year of his reign, granted to the governor and com- 
pany of his majeſty's colony of Connecticut, the advan- 
tages and privileges whereof made us indeed a very hap- 
py people, and by the bleſſing of Gop upon our endear- 
ours, we have made a conſiderable improvement of your 
dominions here, which, with the defence of ourſelves 
from the force of both foreign and inteſtine enemies, has 


coſt us much expenſe of treaſure and blood; yet in the 


2d year of the reign of his late majeſty, King James the 
II. we had a qgue-warranto ſerved upon us, by Edward 
Randolph, requiring our appearance before his majeſty's 
court, in England; and although the time of our appear- 
ance was elapſed before the ſerving the ſaid quo-war- 
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ranto, yet we humbly petitioned his majeſty for his favor, 
and the continuance of our charter with the privileges 
thereof; but we received no other favor but a 2d quo- 
evarranto, and we well obſerving that the charter of Lon- 
don and other conſiderable cities in England were con- 
demned, and that the charter of the Maſſachuſetts had 
undergone the like fate plainly ſaw what we might ex- 
pect, yet we not judging it good or lawful to be active 
in ſurrendering what had coſt us fo dear, nor to be alto- 

ether ſilent we impowered an attorney to appear on our 
behalf and to prefer our humble addreſs to his majeſty to 
entreat his favor quickly upon it; but as Sir Edmund 
Androſs informed us he was impowered by his majeſty 
to regain the ſurrender of our charter, if we ſaw meet fo 
to do, and to take ourſelves under his government, alſo 
Col. Thomas Dungan, his majeſty's governor of New- 
York, labored to gain us over to his government; we 
withſtood all theſe motions and in our reiterated addreſſes, 
we petitioned his majeſty to continue us in the full and 
free enjoyment of our liberties and property, civil and ſa- 
cred, according to our charter. We alſo petitioned, that 
if his majeſty ſhould not ſee meet to continue us as we 
were, but was reſolved to annex us to ſome other gov- 
ernment, we then defired, that (in as much as Boſton 
had been our old correſpondents and people whoſe princi- 
ples and manners we had been acquainted with) we 
might be annexed rather to Sir Edmund Androſs his gov- 
ernment than to Col. Dungan's which choice of ours was 
taken for a reſignation of our government, though that 
was never intended by us for ſuch, nor had it the formal- 
ities in law to make it a refignation, as we humbly con- 
ceive, yet Sir Edmund Androſs was commiſſioned, by 


his majeſty, to take us under his government; purſuant 


to which about the end of October 1687, he with a com- 
pany of gentlemen and grenadiers, to the number of ſixty 
or upwards came to Hartford (the chief ſeat of this gov- 
ernment) cauſed his commiſſion to be read and declared 
our government to be diſſolved, and put into commiſhon 
both civil and military officers through our colony, as he 
pleaſed, where he paſſed through the principal parts 
thereof. The good people of the colony, though they 
were under a great ſenſe of the injuries they ſuſtained 
hereby, yet choſe rather to be filent and patient than to 
oppoſe, being indeed ſurpriſed into an involuntary ſub- 
miſſion to an arbitary power, but when the government 
we were thus put under, ſeemed to us, to be determined, 


$74 


by reaſon of the natives being at war with us, with whom 
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and we being in daily fear and hazard of thoſe many in- 
conveniences, that will ariſe from a people in want of 
government, being alſo in continual danger of our lives 


we had juſt fears of our neighbouring French to join, not 
receiving any order or direction what method to take for 
our ſecurity, we were neceſſitated to put ourſelves into 
ſome form of government, and there being none ſo fa- 
miliar to us as that of our charter, nor what we could 
make ſo effectual for the gaining the univerſal compliance 
of the people, and having never received any intimation 
of an enrolment of that, which was interpreted a reſigna- 
tion of our charter, we have preſumed, by the conſent of 
the major part of the freemen, aſſembled for that end, 
May 9th, 1689, to reſume our government, according to 
the rules of our charter and this to continue till further or- 
der, yet as we have thus preſumed to diſpoſe ourſelves, not 
waiting orders from your majeſty we humbly ſubmit our- 
ſelves herein, intreating your majeſty's moſt gracious par- 
don, and that what our urgent neceſſity hath put upon 
us, may no ways interrupt your majeſty's grace and favor 


towards us, your moſt humble and dutiful ſubjects, but 


that in your clemency, you would be pleaſed to grant us 
ſuch directions as to your princely wiſdom may ſeem 
meet, with ſuch ratifications and confirmations of our 
charter, in the full and free enjoyment of all our prop- 
erties, privileges, and liberties both civil and ſacred, ag 
therein granted to us, by your royal predeceſſor, King 
Charles the II. which may yet further enſure it an inher- 
itance to us and our poſterities after us, with what far. 
ther grace and favor your royal and enlarged heart ma 
be moved to confer upon us; which, we truſt, we ſhall 
not forget nor be unprofitable under; but as we have 
this day with the greateſt expreſſions of joy proclaimed 
your majeſty and royal conſort King and Queen of Eng- 
land, France, and Ireland with the dominions thereto be- 
longing, ſo we ſhall erer pray, that Gop would grant 

our majeſties long to live, and proſperoully to reign 
over all your dominions, and that great and happy work 
you have begun may be proſpered here and graciouſly 
rewarded with a crown of glory hereafter. 

| RoskRT TREAT, Governor. 
Per order of the general court of Connecticut ſigned, 

| Jonx ALLEN, Secretary. 
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LETTER to Governor Liefter, requiring the releaſe of Major Sept. 1, 


general Winthrop, Sc. September 1ſt, 1690. 


. Hartford, Sept. 1ſt, 1690. 
HoNORABLE SIR, 

BY an expreſs from our captains, at Albany, of the 
27th Auguſt laſt, we are certified, that Major general 
Winthrop is made a priſoner, and that on our officers' re- 
queſt to the commander of the fort for his liberty to offi- 
clate in the army, yourſelf being preſent at Albany, their 
anſwer was, that if they would ſpeak with the general, 
they might go to York, alſo that our commiſfiry is under 
reſtraint; theſe are very unexpected and ſurpriſing as 
well as grievous tidings to us, and put us upon ſignifying 
to you, that it was upon a certain knowledge of Major 
Winthrop's fidelity, prudence, and valor that we did ſoli- 
Cit him to undertake this ſervice, and uſed our intereſt in 
the Maſſachuſetts gentlemen to prevail with him therein, 
who having the ſame confidence in his virtues did ſo, and 
we thereon recommended him to you who gave us to un- 
derſtand as great a value of him, and therefore deſired his 
acceptance, which his honor accepting, though he were 
worthy of a tenfold greater command, he waited on you 
and his country; fir, theſe things are ſo radicated in all 
New-England, that your thus dealing cannot raiſe a jeal- 
ouſy in us of any thing unworthy ſo generous a ſoul, as is 
this gentleman, and though in honor to you, in your pre- 
ſent capacity we will ſuſpend any cenſures which we 
might make on your unadviſedneſs in this action, yet we 
muſt in juſtice remember you of that article concluded 


1690. 


by the commiſſioners at York whereof you were one, 
namely, what was referred to the commander in chief 


and his council of war, which you in particular are not to 
overrule ; if the return fromWood-Creek done by a coun- 
eil of war be the matter which offends you, as it is gene- 
rally ſaid to be, conſider how far that article, and the rea- 


fon it is grounded on, lead to it; alſo that the army being 


confederate, if you be concerned fo are we, and the reſt, 
and that you alone ſhould judge upon the generals and 
council of war's actions will infringe our liberty; but 
that which is worſt in event, is that ſuch actions will ren- 
der our friendly correſpondenee too weak, to join in fu- 
ture attempts; which we may have but too much 
occaſion for; for if our fending our beſt friends to join 
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with you prove a pitfall to them, it will neceſſitate our fu- 
ture forbearance, whatever the conſequence be. 

AND ſir, you neceſſitate us to tell you, that a priſon is 
not a catholicon for all ſtate maladies though ſo much 
uſed by you, nor are you incapable of need of, nor aid 
from their majeſty's ſubjects in New-England ; nor could 

ou in any one action have more diſobliged all New- 
England, and if you ſhall proceed in this way you will cer- 
tainly put all that gentleman's friends on his vindication, 
be the matter controverted what it will, Þ> is of ſuch eſ- 
tate and repute, as could not ſhun a juſt trial, and if your 
adlierence to Mr. Milborn (whoſe ſpirit we have ſufficient 
teſtimony of) and other emulators of the major's honor be 
greater than to ourſelves and the gentlemen of the bay, 
you may boaſt of the exchange, by what profit you find. 
Sir you cannot expect but we fhall be warm with theſe 
matters, unleſs you prevent us by a timely and honorable 
releaſe of the major, which is the thing we adviſe unto, 
and defire to hear from you with all ſpeed, what our ex- 
pectations may be on this account. We are giving ac- 
count of this matter to the governor and council of Maſ- 
ſachuſetts, it is juſtly expected that your declaration to 
us all of the grounds of this your action ſhould have been 
as forward as the thing itſelf, We alſo move you to ſet 
our commiſſary at liberty, ſince he is of ſuch uſe to our 
ſoldiers as he cannot be ſpared. 


NUMBER XXV. 


THE determination of the king, in council, relative to the mili- 
tia Connecticut, April 19th, 1694. 


A PETITION having been preſented to his majeſty by 
Major General Fitz John Winthrop, agent for the Eng- 
liſh colony of Connecticut in New-England in America, 
in behalf of the ſaid colony, by the name of the governor 
and company of the Engliſh colony of Connecticut in New- 
England in America, ſetting forth that the petitioners by 
letters patents under the great ſeal of England, in the 
fourteenth year of the reign of the late King Charles the 
ſecond, were incorporated by the name of the governor 
and company of the Engliſh colony of Connecticut in 
America, with powers as well for the civil adminiſtration 
of affairs, as the lieutenancy for the ordering, arraying, 
modelling, and conducting the militia, for the ſpecial de- 
fence of the colony ; that from the date of the faid grant 
until the month of Otober laſt, they have enjoyed the 
ſaid liberties and privileges, without forfeiture or moleſt- 
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ation, except ſome interruption they received in the reign 
of King James the ſecond ; that Colonel Fletcher, gov- 
ernor of New- Vork, in October laſt, by colour of his ma- 
jeſty's commiſſion, whereby for the uniting the forces of 
the'ſaid province and colony he was created commander 
in chief of the militia of the ſaid colony, did demand 
of the petitioners not only to ſubmit to him, as lieutenant 
general and commander in chief over the full quota of 
the militia of that colony, in conjunction with thoſe of 
New-York and the adjacent governments, but likewiſe 
the particular lieutenancy of the ſaid colony and the power 
of aſſeſſing, modelling, and eſtabliſhing the [militia there- 
of, the petitioners therefore humbly praying the ſaid com- 
miſſion may receive ſuch explanation and reſtriction, 
as to his majeſty in his royal juſtice and wiſdom ſhall 
ſeem meet; and his majeſty having been pleaſed to refer 
the ſaid petition to the right honorable the lords of the 
committee of trade and plantations to conſider the matter 
of the ſaid petition, and to report what they conceive fit 
for his majeſty to do therein; and the lords of the com- 
mittee having received the report of their majeſty's attor- 
ney general and ſolicitor general upon the matter of the 
ſaid petition, together with the addreſs of the colony of 
Rhode-Iſland, and touching the uniting the ſtrength of 
thoſe colonies againſt the French, which report is in the 
words following, 
Mar it pleaſe your lordſhips, 

| In obedience to your lordſhips' commands ſignified to 
us by Mr. Blathwait, the 2d of January and the 3d of 
February laſt, by which we were to conſider the ſeveral 
charters of Connecticut and Rhode-Iſland, and the grants 
of eaſt and weſt New-Jerſey, and to report our opinion 
upon the whole matter what may be done for the uniting 
the ſtrength of thoſe colonies and New-York under a 
chief commander, to be commiſſioned by their majeſties 
for the defence of their majeſties' ſubjects in thoſe parts 
againſt the French, and alſo to conſider the annexed copy 
of the petition of the governor and company of Connect- 
icut, and to report our opinion thereupon, we have con- 
ſidered the matter to us referred, and do find that King 
Charles the II. by his charter dated the 23d of April in 
the 14th year of his reign, did incorporate John Win- 
throp and ſeveral other perſons therein named and all 
others who then were or after ſhould be admitted and 
made free of the company, to be a corporation by the 
dame of the governor - rare nag, of the Englith colony 
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of Connecticut in New-England in America, with fuch 
powers, privileges and capacities, as are uſually granted 
to corporations of like nature, and to have continuance 
and ſucceſſion forever, and therein the bounds of the col- 
ony are deſcribed and a grant thereby made to the cor- 
poration of all land, foil, ground, havens, ports, juriſdic- 
tions, royalties, privileges, franchiſes and hereditaments, 
within the ſame or thereunto belonging, To BE HOLDEN 
to the corporation and their ſucceflors in truſt for the 
benefit of themſelves and their aſſociates, freemen of that 
colony, their heirs and aſſigns of the kings of England ae 
of the manor of Eaſt-Greenwich, by the 5th part of the 
oar of gold and filver there found, with power to the 
corporation to make laws, elect governors, deputy gov- 
ernots and aſſiſtants, erect judicatures and courts, and 
chooſe officers for the civil government, and thereby alſo 
power is granted to the chief commanders, governors and 
officers of the company and others inhabiting there, by 
their leave or direction for their ſpecial defence and ſafe- 
ty, to aſſemble, martial array and put in warlike poſture 
the inhabitants of the colony, and to commiſſion ſuch 

erſons as they ſhould think fit to lead and conduct the 
inhabitants and to encounter, reſiſt, kill and flay all that 
ſhould attempt or interpoſe the invaſion or annoyance of 
the inhabitants or plantations, and to exerciſe martial laws 
and take and ſurpriſe the invaders or attemptors of the 
plantation or hurt of the company and inhabitants, and, 
on juſt occaſion, to invade and deſtroy the natives or other 
enemies of the colony. 

WE alfo find that King Charles the IT. in the 15th year 
of his reign did incorporate divers perſons by name, and 
ſuch others as then were, or after ſhould be admitted and 
free of the company by the name of the governor and 
company of the Engliſh colony of Rhode-Ifland and 
Providence plantation, in New-England in America, and 
granted them in effect the like powers and authorities both 
civil and military, as are before mentioned to be granted 
to Connecticut. | 
Wix find that the civil government, in thoſe plantations 
or colonies, executed the military powers conferred by 
the charters ; but that their majeſties, in the third year of 
their reign, by their commiſſion conſtituted Sir William 
Phips lieutenant and commander in chief of the militia 
and of the forces by ſea and land within the colonies of 
Connecticut, Rhode-Ifland and Providence plantation, 


King's province and province of New-Hamphire, and all 
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forts and places of ſtrength in the ſame with ſeveral pow- 
ers and authorities, and that their majeſties by their com- 
miſhon under the great ſeal dated the roth of June 1693, 
revoked ſo much of Sir William Phips his commiſſion 
and powers as related to the colony of Connecticut and 
by the ſame commiſſion conſtituted Benjamin Fletcher, 
Eſquire, their majeſties' captain general and commander 
in chief of New-Y ork, Pennſylvania, New-Caſtle, and the 
territories and tracts of land depending thereupon, to be 
the commander in chief of the militia and of all the forces 
by ſea and land within the colony of Connecticut and of 
all forts and places of ſtrength within the ſame, with 
power to levy, arm, muſter, command, or employ the 
militia of the ſaid colony, and upon any neceſſary and ur- 
gent occaſion, during this war, to transfer to the province 
of New-York and frontiers of the ſame for reſiſting and 
withſtanding enemies, pirates and rebels both at land and 
ſea, and defence of that -province and colony, of which 
commiſſion and the large powers therein contained as to 
Connecticut, the colony of Connecticut by their annexed 
petition: do complain and pray redreſs againſt the exerciſe 
of it, in ſuch manner over the whole militia, and therein 
ſhew their reaſons againſt it. We have heard Colonel 
Winthrop and his council, on the behalf of the colony of 
Connecticut, and Mr. Almey and his council, on the be- 
half of Rhode-Iſland and Providence plantation, and Dr. 
Cox appeared on the behalf of eaſt and weſt New-Jerſey, 
and produced ſome writings, ſhewing how the ſame were 
granted out from the crown to the Duke of York, and by 
the Duke of York to others, but the Dr. not claiming any 
title to himſelf it doth not appear to us in whom the eſtate 
in law of thoſe places or of the government thereof civil 
or military doth now reſide, nor how the ſame is exerciſed, 
But having read the annexed eſtimate from Mr, Blath- 
wait we communicated the ſame to the agents for Con- 
necticut, Rhode-Iſland and Providence plantation, who 
declared their readineſs during times of danger to provide 
their reſpective quotas therein contained, and in cafe of in- 
ereaſe of danger, or other neceſſary occaſions, during the con- 
tinuance thereof, their reſpective quotas to be proportion- 
ably increaſed with other colonies; but as tothe remaining 
militia beyond the quotas (which it ſeems in thoſe coun- 
tries conſiſts of all males between ſixteen and ſixty years 


of age) they humbly deſire that it may remain under the 


ordinary and uſual government and command of the colo- 
nies according to their charters, and not to be commanded 
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out, unleſs in times of actual invaſion or imminent dan- 
ger, for the neceſſary preſervation of ſome of the colonies, 
and at ſuch times only when ſuch of the colonies where- 
out the forces ſhall be drawn, are not in danger, and that 
at all times a ſufficient power of the militia may be al- 
ways kept in each colony under the power of the govern- 
ment of it, for the ſafety and neceſſary preſervation thereof. 

We are humbly of opinion that the charters and grants 
of thoſe colonies do give the ordinary power of the mi- 
litia to the reſpective governments thereof; but do alſo 
conceiye that their majeſties may conſtitute a chief com- 
mander, who may have authority, at all times, to com- 
mand or order ſuch proportion of the forces of ſuch col- 
any or plantation, as their majeſties ſhall think fit; and 
farther, in times of invaſion and approach of the enemy, 
with the advice and aſſiſtance of the governors of the col- 
onies, to conduct and command the reſt of the forces for 
the preſervation and defence of ſuch of thoſe colonies as 
{ſhall moſt ſtand in need thereof, not leaving the reſt un- 
provided of a competent force for their defence and ſafe- 
ty; but in time of peace, and when the danger is over, 

e militia within each of the ſaid provinces ought, as we 
humbly conceive, to be under the government and diſpo- 
ſitions of the reſpective governors of the ſaid colonies ac- 
cording to their charters. 

ALL which, nevertheleſs, is moſt humbly ſubmitted to 
your lordſhips' great wiſdom, | 

E pwW ARD Warp, 
4207 81 Tromas TREVES. 
2d April, 1694. 
SY 

AND the lords of the committee having preſented to 
his majeſty's council the report of Mr. attorney and Mr. 
ſolicitor general upon the matters above mentioned, his 
majeſty, in council, is pleaſed to approve the ſaid report, 
and to ſignify his pleaſure, that the quota, not exceedin 
one hundred and twenty men, be the meaſure of the af 
fiſtance to be given by the colony of Connecticut, and 
all times during war to be commanded by the governor 
of New- Vork; and the right honorable Sir John Tren- 
chard, his majeſty's principal ſecretary of ſtate, is to pre- 
pare letters for his majeſty's royal ſignature, for the fig» 
nification of his majeſty's pleaſure herein to the governor 


ef New-York and Connecticut accordingly. , 
WikLIaM DRIDGEMAN: 
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NAMES or THE: SUBSCRIBERS. 


SENATORS or THE UNITED STATES. 


Tnxopokk FOSTER, Rhode: Iſland. 
Aaron Burr, New-Vork, 2 copies. 

John Rutherford, New-Jerley. 

William Bingham, Pennſylvania. 

Henry Latimer, Delaware. 

John Henry, Maryland. 

Henry Tazewell, Virginia. 

Alexander Martin, North-Carolina. 

Jacob Reed, South-Carolina. 

Joſiah Tattnall, Georgia. 


Oliver Wolcott, Eſquire, Secretary of the Treaſury 
of the United States, Philadelphia. 


STATE or CONNECTICUT. 


His Excellency OLives Worcorr, Eſquire, Governor. 
The Honorable JonaTHan TrRUMBULL, Eſquire, Lieutenant-governor. 


The Honorable COUNSELLORS. 
William Willaims, 
Joſeph Platt Cook, 
John Treadwell, 
Roger Newbury, 
Jonathan — 

Thomas Groſvenor, 
Aaron Auſtin, 
Jeremiah Wadſworth, 
David Daggett, | 
Andrew Kingſbury, Eſquire, Treaſurer. 
John Porter, Eſquire, Comptroller. 


 Eſquires. 


+ Samuel Wyllys, Eſquire, Secretary. * 
REPRESENTATIVES in CONGRESS. 
Chauncy Goodrich, ; 
James Davenport, Eſquires. 
John Allen, 
Eapt. Saul Alvord, Bolton. Capt. Joſhua Barns, North-Haven. 
Jaſon Allen, Montville, | Jared Barns, do. 

' Eliſha Andrews, Bolton. William Barton, jun. Hartford. 
Jere. Atwater, V. College Mr. Tutor. | Rev. Amos Baſſett, Hebron. 
22 Atwater, New-Haven. Moſes Bartlit, Chatham. 

ev. Charles Backus, Somers. Joſeph Baſſett, North-Haven. 
Sylvanus Backus, Pomfret. Rev. David L. Beebe, Woodbridge, 


Simeon Baldwin, Attorney N. Hayen. | Col. Miles Beach, Harttord, 
Timothy Baldwip, Guilford, 


$382 NAMES or True SUBSCRIBERS. 


Iſaac Beers, Stationer, New-Haven 12 
copies. | 

Elias Beers, Merchant, do. 

Rev. Joſhua Belden, Wethersfield. 

Thomas Belden, Norwalk. 

Col. Samuel Bellamy, Hamden, 
David Bellamy, Eſq. Bethlem, for the 
public Library in do. 2 copies. 

Rev. Joel Benedict, Plainfield. 

Jonathan Bird, Canaan. 

Thaddeus Birdſey, Stratford. 

Iſaac Birge, Bolton. 

Samuel Biſhop, Eſq. Chief Judge of the 
County Court, and Mayor of the 
City of New-Haven. 

David Biſſell, jun. Eaſt-Windſor. 

Hezekiah Bifſell, Eſq. Judge of Hart- 
ford County Court, and Treaſurer, 

Joſeph Blague, jun. Chatham. 

Nathaniel Blake, Hartford. 

Rev. Solomon Blakſlee, E. Haddam. 

Oliver Blakſlee, North-Haven. 

Rev. Samuel Blatchford, Fairfield. 

Rev. Publius V. Booge, Wincheſter. 

For Library do. 1. 

Daniel Bradley, Hamden. 

Aner Bradley, Watertown. 

Rev. Thomas W. Bray, Guilford. 

Oliver Bray, A. 3. do. 

John Brewſter, Hampton. 

Daniel N. Brinſmade, Waſhington. 

Simeon Briſtol, Eſq. Hamden, Judge 
of the County Court in New-Haven. 

Iſaiah Brocket, North-Haven. 

Doct. Heman P. Brooks, Branford. 

Rev. David Brownſon, Derby. 

Joſiah Brownſon, jun. Waterbury. 

Rev. William Brown, Glaſtenbury. 

Daniel Brown, Eſq. Hebron. 

Jonathan Brown, Chatham. 


Gideon Buckingham, Eſq. Milford, | 


Judge of the County Court in New- 

Haven. 
Daniel gan; Milford. 
Ephraim Buckingham, do. 
David Buel, Litchfield. 
William Bull, do. 
Doct. Iſaac Bull, Hartford. 
2 Bull, Milford. 

ev. Platt Buffet, Greenwich. 
Daniel Bulkley, Colcheſter. 
David Bunce, New-Haven. 
Capt. Abel Burritt, New-Haven. 
Timothy Burr, jun. Hartford, 
Daniel Butler, do. 
Norman Butler, do. 
Charles Butler, Branford. 
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John Caldwell, Hartford. 

Elnathan Camp, Durham. 

Allen Campbell, Voluntown. 

Samuel Canheld, Sharon. 

Judſon Canfield, Attorney, Sharon. 

N Carver, Bolton. 

Elias Carrington, Milford. 

Abel Catlin, Litchfield. 

Rev. Henry Channing, New-London. 

Rev. Calvin Chapin, Wethersfield. 

Doct. Eliſha Chapman, North-Haven. 

Charles Chauncy, Eſq. New-Haven. 

John Chenevard, Hartford. 

Penvil Cheney, Windham. 

Hon. John Cheſter, Eſq. Judge of 

Hartford County Court. 

Levi Cheſter, Montville. 

Rev. Aaron Church, Hartland, 

Jonak Clark, Eſq. Northford, 2 copies. 

John Clark, Lebanon. 

Thaddeus Clark, do. 

Timothy Clark, Waterbury. 

Abraham Clark, Milford. 

Capt. Simon Clark, Hartford. 

Eliſha Coe, Middletown. + 

Capt. Wilham Coggſhall, Milford. 

Rev. James Cogſwell, D.D. Windham, 

DoR. Maſon F. Cogſwell, Hartford. 

Rev. George Colton, Bolton. 
Jonathan Colton, do. 

Abijah Colton, Hartford. 

Eliſha Colt, do. 

Maj. Samuel Comſtock, Norwalk. 

Capt. Nathaniel Comſtock, Montville, 

Jared Cone, jun. Merchant, Bolton. 

Rev. Roſwell Cook, Montville. 

James Cooper, North-Haven. 

Rev. Giles H. Cowles, Briſtol. 

Samuel Cowles, Norfolk. 

John Crocker, Montville. 

Maj. Giles Curtiſs, Berlin. : 

Toel Curtiſs, Stratford. g 

Rev. James Dana, D. D. New-Haven. 


Joſeph Darling, Eſq do. 


Thomas Darling, Eſq. Woodbridge. 
John Davenport, jun. Eſq. Stamford. 
Edward Danforth, Hartford. 
Abraham V. H. Dewitt, Att. Milford. 
Hezekiah Dickerman, Hamden. 
John Dodd, jun. Hartford. 

John Dolebear, Montville. 

Samuel Dolebear, do. 

Amos Doolittle, New-Haven. 
Henricus Dow, Attorney, Aſhford. 
Selah Dudley, Guilferd. ; 


Sylveſter Duhinion, Milford, 
Fiſh Durarid, do, 
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Doc. Oſee Dutton, Derby. 


Hubbard Dutton, Lebanon. 

Rev. Timothy Dwight, D. D. Preſident 
of Vale College in New-Haven. 
Theodore Dwight, Attor. Hartford. 

Doct. Nathaniel Dwight, do. 

Hon. Eliphalet Dyer, Eſq. Windham. 

Capt. Peter Eaſtman, North-Haven. 

William Edmond, Attor. Newtown, 

Rev. Jon. Edwards, D. D. Colbrook. 

Miſs Sally Edwards, New-Haven. 

George 8 Hartford. 

William Eldridge, Groton. 

Rev. Andrew Eliot, Fairſield. 

Nathan Eliot, Hartford. 

Rev. Samuel Eells, Branford. 

Rev. Ozias Eells, Barkhemſted. 

John Eliworth, Chatham. 

Rev. David Ely, Huntington, 

Rev. Zebulon Ely, Lebanon. 

Benjamin Ely, do. 

Rev. Nathan Fenn, Berlin. 

Benjamin Fenn, Milford. 

DoR. Eliakim Fiſh, S. A. S. Hartford. 

Samuel Flagg, Eſq. Faſt-Hartford. 

DoR. Joſeph Foot, North-Hayen. 

Abiſhai Forbes, Symſbury. 

John Forbes, Canaan. 

Rev. Abraham Fowler, Waterbury. 

Joſiah Fowler, jun. Branford. 

Levi Fowler, do. 

Capt. Samuel Fox, Montville. 

Jacob Fox, Bolton. 

Rev. Ebenezer Gay, Suffeld. 

Rev. Maltby Gelſton, New-Fairfield. 

Col. Samuel Gilbert, Hebron, chiet 
judge of Tolland county court. 

Sylveſter Gilbert, Attor. Hebron. 

Rev. Alexander Gillet, Torrington, 

George Gillet, Hebron. 

Nathan Gillum, Chatham. 

Chauncy Gleaſon, Hartford. 

Calvin Goddard, Attor. Plainfield. 

Rev. Elizur Gocdrich, D. D. Durham. 

Elizur Goodrich, Attor. New-Haven. 

Charles Goodrich, Durham. 

David Goodwin, Hartford. 

Levi Goodwin, Eaſt-Hartford. 

James Gordon, Plainfield. 

Gideon Granger, Attorney, Suffield. 

Ambrus Grant, Litchfield. 

Rev. William Graves, Woodſtock. 

Joſeph Gray, Stamford. 

Daniel Gregory, Norwalk. 

Rev. Uriel Gridly, Watertown. 

His Excellency Matthew Griſwold, 
Eſq. Lyme. 
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Maj. Shubael Griſwold, Eaſt-Hartford. 
G. Griſwold, Hartford. 
Elihu Griſwold, Windſor, 


Rev. David Hale, Liſbon. 

Nathan Hale, Attorney, Canaan, 
Jehiel Hale, Glaſtenbury. 

Joel Hall, jun. Chatham. 

Samuel! Hall, 2d. do. 

Doct. Timothy Hall, Eaſt-Hartford. 
Rev. Jeremiah Hallock, Symſbury. 
Capt. William Hamlin, Middletown, 
Eli Hammend, Bolton. 

Nathaniel Hammond, do. 

Rev. Levi Hart, Preſton, 2 copies. 
Matthew Hart, jun. Berlin. 

Mrs. Abigail Hart, do. 


c 


William S. Hart, Attorney, Norwich. 


Rev. Rufus Hawley, Farmington. 

Scth Hawley, Middletown. 

Dect. Auſtin Hayden, Suffield. 

John Heaton, Merchant, New-Haven, 

Haac Heminway, Woodbridge. 

Doct. Joſhua Hempſted, Hartford. 

Samuel Higley, Milford. 

Rev. David Higgins, Lyme. 

William Hillhoutz, Andr. New, Haves. 

John Hillhouſe, Eſq. Montville. 

Capt. Thomas Hillhouſe, do. 

Aaron Hine, jun. Milford. 

Daniel Hinſdale, Hartford. 

Wenſley Hobby, Middletown, 6copies, 

Eliphalet Holmes, Faſt-Haddam. 

Ebenezer Holmes, do. 

Appleton Holifter, Bolton. 

Jonas Hoit, Stamford. 

Rev. Aſahel Hooker, Goſhen, 

Ira Hooker, Briſtol. 

Edmund Haughton, Bolton. 

Amos Hosford, Eſq. Berlin. 

James Hoſmer, Hartford. 

Joſeph Hopkins, Eſq. Waterbury, 
judge of New-Haven county court. 

Aſa Hopkins, Hartford. 

Theodore Hopkins, do. 

Daniel Hopkins, do. 

Gideon Hotchkiſs, Waterbury. 

Doct. Enſign Hough, Wallingford. 

Rev. Bela Hubbard, New-Haven. 
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| George Hubbard, Berlin. 


Richard Hubbard, do. 

Nathaniel Hubbard, Bolton. 
Nathaniel Hubbard, Greenwich, 2 cop. 
Miſs Lucretia Hubbard, New-Haven. 
Nehemiah Hubbard, jun. Middletown, 
Col. Jonathan Humphrey, Symſbury, 
Reuben Humphrey, do. 
Daniel Hull, North-Haven. 
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Lebbeus Hungerford, Berlin. 

Rev. Lynde Huntington, Branford. 

Enoch Huntington, Att. Middletown. 

Dan Huntington, Mr, Tutor, Y. Col. 

Hezekiah Huntington, Attor. Suffield. 

Eliſha Hyde, Attorney, Norwich. 

_ Joſeph Iſham, Eſq. Colcheſter. 

_ Iſham, Eſq. do. 

phraim Iſham, Merchant, Bolton. 

Capt. Noah Ives, North-Haven. 

Stephen Jacobs, do. 

Doct. Daniel H. Jewett, Montville. 

Samuel W. Johnſon, Attor. Stratford. 

John Johnſon, Durham. 

Dot. Abner Johnſon, Waterbury. 

Timothy Jones, Eſq. Alderman, New- 
Haven. 

Iſrael Jones, Eſq. Barkhemſted. 

Daniel Jones, Hartford. 

Richard L. Jones, do. 

Pixley Judſon, Stratford. 

Benajah Kent, Suffield. 

Silas Kimberley, New-Haven. 

Rev. Aaron Kinne, Groton, 3 copies 
for Groton library. 

Rev. Walter King, Norwich. 

Doct. Alexander King, Suffield. 

Salmon King, Bolton. 

Allen Kingſbury, Andover. 

John Kinſbury, Attor. Waterbury. 

Apollos Kinſley, Hartford. 

Ephraim Kirby, Attorney, Litchfield. 

Rev. Elijah Lathrop, Hebron. 

Jonathan Law, Milford. 

Thaddeus Leavitt, Eſq. Suffield. 

Joſeph Leffingwell, Stratford. | 

George Lewis, do. 

Rev. __ Lewis, D. D. Weſt-Green- 
wich. 

Zechariah Lewis, Mr. Tutor, v. Col. 

Naboth Lewis, Middletown. 

George Lewis, Chatham. 

Eliſha Lewis, Hartford. 

John Linſley, Branford. | 

Capt. Abner Loomis, Bolton. 

David Loomis, do. 

David Loomis, Wethersfield. 

Hubbard Lutten, Lebanon. 

Do&. David Lyman, Hebron. 

David Lyman, Middletown. 

Rev. Walter Lyon, Pomfret. 

William Lyon, jun. New-Haven. 

Lewis Mallet, Eſq. Milford. 

Jonathan Maltby, A. M. Merchant, 
Branford. 

Gamaliel Manning, Windham. 


— 


Rev. Achilles Mansfield, Killingworth. 


Doct. Eliſha Perkins, Plainſield. 


SUBSCRIBERS. 


Richard Mansfield, North-Hayer, 
David Manwaring, jun. Hartford. 
Rev. John Marſh, Wethersfield. 
Ebenezer Grant Marſh, A. B. do. 
John Marſhall, Milford. 

John Marſhall, Bolton. 

Raphael Marſhall, Torrington: 

7 a, Lebanon. 

William Mather, Merchant, Symſburys 

Oliver Mather, Eſq. Windſor, mY 

Doct. Samuel Mather Lyme. 

Shadrach Mead, Greenwich. 

Amos Mead, Eſq. do. 

Abraham Mead, do. 

Henry Mead, do. 

Joſiah Meigs, Eſq. Profeſſor of math- 
ematics and natural philoſophy, 
Yale College, New-Haven. 

Andrew Metcalf, Lebanon. 

Samuel Middlebrook, Mer. Norwalk, 

Rev. Jonathan Miller, Briſtol. 

Hezekiah Miller, Middletown. 

John M*Clellan, Attor. Woodſtock, 

Iſaac Mills, Attorney, New-Haven. 

Rev. Thomas Minor, Middletown, 

Thomas Minor, A. B. do. 

Rev. Juſtus Mitchell, Norwalk. 

Samuel Mix, Eſq. North-Haven. 

Do&. Eneas Monſon, do. Preſident 
of the Connecticut medical ſociety. 

Doct. Walter Monſon, New-Haven. 

Elias Morgan, Hartford. 

Solomon Morgan, Canterbury. 

William Moſeley, Attorney, Hartford. 

Jon. O. Moſeley, Eſq. Eaſt-Haddam. 

Rev. Jonathan Murdock, Norwich. 

Col. Matthias Nicoll, Stratford. 

Mrs. Sarah Northey, Middletown. 

Rev. Samuel Nott, Franklin. 

Rev. John Noyes, Weſton. 

Rev. James Noyes, Wallingſood- 

Rev. Matthew Noyes, Brantford. - 

Shadrach Oſborn, Eſq. Southbury. 

Nathaniel Otio, Montville. 

Benjamin Page, Branford. 

Capt. Thomas Painter, New-Haven. 

Samuel Palmer, Montyille. 

John Pariſh, Brooklyn. 

Thaddeus Parker, Hebron. . 

Rev. Elijah Parſons, Eaſt-Haddam. ve 

George Jaffrey Patten, Hartford. | 

Eliſha Paine, Attorney, Canterbury. 

Ephraim Peck, Milford. 

Jefſe Peck, Berlin. 

Rev. Nathan Perkins, Hartford. 

Dot. Caleb Perkins, do. 
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John 'Thompſon Peters, Att. Hebron. 

John Pettibone, Hartford. 

Joſeph Pierpont, Eſq. North-Haven. 

Giles Pierpont, do. 

Eliada Pierpont, do. 

James Pineo, Eſq. Lebanon. 

Rev. Bezaleel Pineo, Milford. 

George Pitkin, Eſq. Eaſt-Hartford, 
Clerk of the Superior Court. 

Samuel Pitkin, do. 

Timothy Pitkin, Attor. Farmington. 

Capt. Charles Pond, Milford. 

Samuel Porter, 3d, Berlin. 

Samuel Porter, 2d, do. 

James Potter, M. D. New-Fairfield, 
Vice-Preſident of the Connecticut 
M. 8. 

Nathan Preſton, Eſq. Woodbury. 

Rev. Nehemiah Prudden, Enfield. 

William Punderſon, Watertown. 

Col. John Raymond, Montville. 

David Ranney, Chatham. 

Irael Reeves, Lyme. 

James Richardſon, Hampton. 

Roger Riley, Eſq. Berlin. 

Thomas Rindge, Bolton. 

Rev, Hezekiah Ripley, Fairfield. 

Gamahel Ripley, Windham. 

Levi Riſley, Eaſt-Hartford. 

A. Robbins, Granby. 

Adrian W. Robinſon, Liſbon. 

Eber Robinſon, Somers. 

Abner Robinſon, Windham. 

Noadiah Rockwell, Middletown. 

Noah Rockwell, Eaſt-Windſor. 

Rev. Medad Rogers, New-Fairfield. 

Capt. Thomas Rogers, Montville. 

Capt. Ebenezer Rogers, do. 

Honorable Jeſſe Root, Eſq. Coventry, 
Judge of the Superior Court. 

Ephraim Root, Attorney, Hartford. 

jon Root, Granby. 
oct. Joſiah Root, Hamden, 

Juſtus Roſe, Branford. 

Andrew Rowland, Fairfield. 

William Rudd, Windham. 

Jonathan Rudd, do. 

Matthew T. Ruſſell, Att. Middletown. 

Maj. Daniel Sackett, Milford. 

1 Hartford. 

Elia 
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Rev. David Selden, Chatham: 

Capt. Charles Seymour, Hartford, 

Moſes Seymour, Litchfield. 

Daniel Shepard, jun. Chatham. 

Roger M. Sherman, Attor. Norwalk; 

Richard Skinner, jun. Eaſt-Hartford. 

Eldad Skinner, Bolton. 

Normand Smith, Hartford. 

Aaron Smith, Attorney, Litchfield. 

John C. Smith, Attorney, Sharon. 

Elnathan Smith, Berlin. 

Elnathan Smith, jun. Attorney, do. 

Nathan Smith, Attorney, New-Haven: 

Nehemiah Smith, Eſq. do. 

Thomas Smith, North-Hayen. 

John Smith, do. 

Conſtant Southworth, Eſq. Mansfield, 
Judge of Windham County Court. 

Samuel Southmaid, Watertown. 

Elihu Spencer, for Salem Library. 

Ifrael Spencer, Lyme. 

Nathaniel Spencer, New-Hartford. 

Jenathan Stanley, jun. Eaſt-Hartford. 

Joſiah Starr, Eſq. New-Miltord. 

Rev. Stephen W. Stebbins, Stratfords 

Rev. Samuel Stebbnis, Symſbury. 

Rufus Stebbins, Aſhford. 

Samuel Stebbins, Hartland: 

David Stevens, Stamford. 

Iſaac Clark Stiles, North-Haven. 

Timothy Stone, jun. Lebanon. 

Joſhua Stowe, Middletown. 

Rev. Nicholas Street, Eaſt-Haven, 

Rev. Cyprian Strong, Chatham. 

Ephraim Strong, Eſq. Milford. 

Elijah Stute, jun. Cornwall. 

Wait Swift, Watertown. 

Iſaac Tainter, Brantord. 

Joſhua Talcott, Bolton. 

Col. Benjamin Talmage, Litchfield: 

David Tallman, Woodbury. 

John Taylor, Coventry. 

William Taylor, W. Symſbury. 

Nathamel Terry, Attorney, Hartford. 

Henry Terry, Enfield. 

Peter Thatcher, Lebanon. 

John Thompſon, Stratford. 

Joſeph Thompſon, do. 


James Thompſon, Milford. 


Samuel Thompſon, Hartford. 


Sanford, North-Haven. Daniel Tilden, Lebanon, 
Jacob Sargeant, Hartford. Thomas Tiſdall, Hartford. 
Reuben Scofield, Eſq. Stamford, Eros Todd, North-Haven. 
Benjamin Scofield, do. Jabez H. Tomlinſon, Eſq. Stratford. 
Eliphalet St. John, A. M. Norwalk. Uriah Tracy, Norwich. 
Rev. Charles Seabury Een. Zebulon Tracy, Windham, 
. cce 
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John Trumbull, Attorney, Hartford 
Capt. Aſaph Trumbull, Hebron. 
Calvin Tugalls, A. M. Union. 

Rev. David Tullar, Milford. 

Iſaiah Tuttle, Barkhempſted. 
Jonathan Tuttle, North-Haven. 
Rev. Lemuel Tyler, Preſton, 3 copies. 
Rev. Benoni Upſon, Berlin. 

Capt. Aſa Upſon, Briſtol. 

Joſeph Utley, Hartford. 

Rev. Joſeph Vail, Eaſt-Haddam. 
Hon. James Wa ſworth, Durham. 
Daniel Wadſworth, Hartfoxd. 

Iſaac M. Wales, Attor. New-Haven. 
Jacob Walter, North-Haven, 
Abraham Waring, Stamferd. 
Hezron Waring, do. 

DoR. Ichabod Warner, Bolton. 
Selden Warner, Lyme. 

Nehemiah Waterman, Norwich. 
John Watrous, Colcheſter. 

Ehen. Watſon, Merch. Eaſt-Windſor. 
John Watſon, do. 

John Watſon, jun. do. 

James Watton. 

Abiſhai Weed, Stamford. 

Jonathan Weed, do. 

William Weed, do. 

Seth Weed, jun. do. 

Samuel Weller, Woodbury. 
Solomon Welles, Eſq. Wethersfield. 
James A. Welles, Hartford. 

Doct. James Welles, Berlin. 

Levi Welles, jun. Ellington. 

Aſhbel Welles jun. Hartford, 
Stephen Welles, Stratford. 

Samuel Welles, jun. Glaſtenbury. 


Rev. Joel Baker, Granville. 

Rev. Moſes Baldwin, Palmer. 

Rev. Aaron J. Booge, Granville. 

Thomas Brattle, Cambridge. 

Re v. Jacob n 

Rev. Timothy M. Cooley, Granville. 

Joel Deming, Sandersfield. 

Daniel Dewey, Wilbamſtown. 

Timothy Edwards, Eſq. Stockbridge. 

Rev. Nathaniel Emmons, Franklin. 

Maj. Ezra Fellows, Sheffield. 

Rev. Ebenezer Fitch, Preſident of 
William's 2 2 copies. 

Vinſon Gould, William's College. 


Rev. Enoch Hale, Weſthampton. 
ames Hamilton, Granville, 

my Abiel Holmes, Cambridge, 2 cop. 

Rey. Thomas Holt, Hardwick. 
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Jonathan Welles, Eaſt-Hartford, 

Rev. Joel Weſt, Chatham. 

Victory Wetmore, Stratford. 

Jonathan Whaley, Montville. 

Amos Wheeler, Eſq. Brookfield. 

Ebenezer White, Chatham. 

Joſiah White, do. 

Capt. Joſeph Whiting, Milford. 

Nathan H. Whiting, Eſq. Hartford. 

Elijah White, Merchant, Bolton. 

Chauncy Whittelſey, New-Haven. 

Rev. John Willard, Stafford. 

Samuel Willard, do. 

Rev. John Willard, Wallingford. 

Joſiah Willard Wethersfield. 

Rev. Eliphalet Williams, D. D. Eaſt- 
Hartford. 

Rev. Nathan Williams, D.D. Tolland. 

Ezekiel Williams, Wethersfield. 

Joſiah Williams, do. 

John Williams, Attorney, do. 

Ezra Williams, Hartford. 2 

Joſeph Williams, Norwich. 

Rev. Noah Williſton, New-Haven. 

Ezra Witter, A.M. Candi. Canterbury. 

Frederick Wolcott, Attor. Litchfield. 

Guy Wokott, Torrington. [Haven. 

Thomas Goodſell Wolcott, North- 

Joſeph Woodbridge, Hartford. 

Ward Woodbridge, do. 

Nathaniel S. Woodbridge, Lyme. 

Rev. Aaron Woodward, Norwalk. 

Dudley Wright, 2d. Colcheſter. 

William Wyllys, Hartford. 

John Wyles, Eaft-Hartford. 

Joſeph Wyles, Voluntown. 

Thomas Young, Lebanon. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Henry Howard, Pittsfield. 


Col. Thomas Ives, Great-Barrington, 


x copy, and 1 for the Library. 


| Jonathan Judd, jun. Southampton. 
| Samuel! Lathrop, Attor. Springfield. 
| Rev. Edmund Mills, Sutton. 


William Matthews, Weſtſield. 


| David Noble, Willtamſtown. 


Deodatus Noble, do. | 

Rev. Joſeph Ruſſell, Princetown. 

Thompſon Skinner, Wilhamſtown. 

Ebenezer Smith, New-Marlborough 

Rev. Seth Swift, do. 

Col. Jofeph Ward, Newtown. 

Rev. Payſon Williſton, Northampton. 

William Worthington, Looningburgh. 

Rev. Eliphalet Gillet, Hollowell, Pro- 
vince of Maine. 
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NEW-YORK. 


John Franklin, Athens, county of Lu- | Hon. Stephen Van Renſſelaer, Eſq. 


zerne. do. Lieut. Governor, 2 copies. 
Rev. Beriah Hotchkin, Freehold, Philip S. Van Renſſelaer, Eſq. do. 


Capt. Lemuel Hotchkiſs, do. Charles R. & G. Webſter, Printers 

Robert C. Johnſon, New-York. and Bookſellers, 6 copies. 

George Merrills, do. FrancisB. Winthrop, Eſq. New-York, 

Doct. Nathan Roſe, Freehold. | William Winthrop, Merchant, do. 

Nehemiah Spencer, do. William W. Woolley, do. 

Dirck Tenbroeck, Eſq. Albany, Spea- | E. Watfon, do. 
ker of the Houſe of Aſſembly. @ | 


PENNSYLVANIA. 
Theophilus Cazenore, Philadelphia. 
GEORGIA, 
James Cantley, A. B. Phinchas Miller, 


VERMONT. 


Rev. Heman Ball, Rutland. Rev. Job. Swift, Bennington. 
Nathan Bruſh, Bennington. Noah Smuth, do. 
Hon. Nathaniel Chipman, L. L. D. 

Rutland. 
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ERRATA ; 

THE diſtance of the author from the preſs has prevented his correcting any 
part of the preceding hiſtory while it was printing. Several errors have been ob- 
ſerved which the reader is deſired to correct. 

Page 3, line 15 from the bottom, for Argale read Argall. P. 14, I. 12 from the 
bottom, after longitude r. 74 degrees 10 minutes. P. 25, I. 10 from the top, dele 
the comma after lind: and read it after dyes. P. 29, I. 21 from the top, for town 
read towns. P. 45, marginal note, for Mrs. read Mr. before Ruggles. P. 78, 1.8 
dele and before became. P. 99 and 103 for Delborough read Deſborough. P. 147, for 
Tengebs read Yoncho. P. 180, I. 8 from the bottom, for owned read avozved. P. 204, 
I. 23, for charge read charged. P. 243 and 244, for Wehapang read Wekapavg. P.281, 
in the fide note for Sept. read Auguſt. P. 285, for norweſt read northweſt, P. 343, J. 
5 read of before June. P. 421, L 10, from the bottom, for them read the planters. P. 


427, I. 9 for in read at before the ſeſſion. P. 478, IL. 21 for they read the merchants: 
P. 5 18, I. 14. for Brumet, read Burnet, 
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